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A 


GENERAL COLLECTION 

OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


THE ASIATIC ISLANDS, AUSTRALASIA, AND POLYNESIA, 


O MITTING the more ancient accounts of the Afiatic Iflands (namely the Philippines, 
Borneo, Celebez, the Sumatran Chain, and the Moluccas) from that of Pigafotta, 
who accompanied Magellan, the firft circumnavigator, as being rather curious than inte- 
refting at the prefent period, our Accounts fha.ll begin with that of our great country¬ 
man Dampier, the Cook of a former age. 



DAMPIER’S ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES.* 


CHAPTER I .—They refolve.togo to Mindanao. — Their Departure from Guam. — Of 
the Philippine Iflands . — The IJle Luconia, and its chief Town and Port, Manila, 
Manila , or Manilbo. — Of the rich Trade we might ejlablifh with tbefe Iflands. -— 
St. John*s IJland. — They arrive at Mindanao. — The JJland described. — Its Fertility. 

— The Libby Trees, and the Sago made of them. — The Plantain Tree, Fruit, Liquor , 
and Cloth. — A fmailer Plantain at Mindanao. — The Bonano. — Of the Clove-Bark, 
Cloves and Nutmegs, and the Methods taken by the Dutch to monopolize the Spices. 

— The Betel Nut, and Arek Tree . — The Durien, and the Jaca Tree and Fruit. — 
The Beajls of Mindanao. — Cent epees, or Forty Legs, a venomous Inf eft, and others. 

_ Their Fowls , Fijh, fsV. — The Temperature of the Climate , with the Courfe of the 

Winds, Tornadoes, Rain, and Temper of the Air throughout the Year. 

TTC7HILE we lay at Guam, we took up a refolution of going to Mindanao, one of 
V V the Philippine Iflands, being told by the friar and others that it was exceedingly 
well ftored with provifions, that the natives were Mahometans, and that they had for¬ 
merly a commerce with the Spaniards, but that now they were at war with them. 


* From Us Voyages, vol. i. 7th edit. 1729, 4 vols. 8vo. The chapters are numbered m the order they 
are now printed* A new edition of this valuable work is wanted, arranged in the order of the coo nines 
defcribed, , , 
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<2 DAMPIER*S ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

This ifland was iherefore thought to bo a convenient place for us to go; for befidj 
that it was in our way to the Eaft Indies, which we had refolved to vifit, and that the 
wefterly monfoon was at hand, which would oblige us to Ihelter fomewhere m a fliort 
time, and that we could not expedl good harbours in a better place than m fo luge an 
ifland as Mindanao: befides all this, I fay, the inhabitants of Mindanao being then, as 
we were told (though falfelv) at wars with the Spaniards, our men, who it fhould feem 
were very fqueamifli of plundering without licence, derived hopes from thence ot get¬ 
ting a commiflion there from the Prince of the ifland, to plunder the Spamlh mips 
about Manila, and fo to make Mindanao their common rendezvous. And it Captain 
Swan was minded to go to an Englifli port, yet his men, who thought he intended to 
leave theni, hoped to get veflels and pilots at Mindanao fit for their turn, to cruize on 
the coaft of Manila. As for Captain Swan, he was willing enough to go thither, as 
bell fuiting his own defign; and therefore this voyage was concluded on by general 

Accordingly June 2d, 1686, we left Guam, bound for Mindanao. We had fair 
weather and a pretty fmart gale of wind at eaft for three or four days, and then it 
fhifted to the Couth-weft, being rainy ; but it foon came about again to the ealt and 
blew a gentle gale : yet it often fhuflled about to the fouth-eaft for though in the 
Eaft Indies the 3 winds fhift in April, yet we found this to be the fluffing leafon for the 
winds here; the other fluffing feafon being in Oaober fooner or later all over India. 
As to our courfe from Guam to the Philippine iflands, we found it, as I intimated be¬ 
fore, agreeable enough with the account of our common drafts. ^ 

The 21 ft day of June we arrived at the ifland St. John, which is one of the Philip¬ 
pine iUands. The Philippines are a great company of large illands, taking up about 
thirteen degrees of latitude in length, reaching near upon from the third degree of 
north latitude to the nineteenth degree, and in breadth about fix degrees of longitude* 
They derive this name from Philip II* King of Spain % and even now do they moft of 
them belong to that crown* 

The chiefeft ifland in this range is Laconia, which lies on the north of them all* 
At this ifland Magellan died on the voyage that he was making round the world* For 
after he had palled thofe ftraits between the fouth end of America and lerra del f uego, 
which now bear his name, and had ranged down in the South Seas on the back of 
America ; from thence ft retching ove 1 * to the Eaft Indies, he fell in with the Ladrone 
Illands, and from thence (leering eaft ft ill, he fell in with thefe Philippine Iflands, and 
anchored at Laconia, where he warred with the native Indians, to bring them in obe¬ 
dience to his mafler the King of Spain, and was by them killed with a poifoned arrow* 
It is now wholly under the Spaniards, who have feveral towns there* The chief is 
Manilo, which is a large fea-port town near the fouth-eaft end, oppofite to the ifland 
Mindora* It is a place of great ftrength and trade : the two great Acapulco fhips be¬ 
fore mentioned fetching from hence all forts of Eaft India commodities $ which are 
brought hither by foreigners efpecially by the Chinefe and the Portuguefe. Some¬ 
times the Englifh merchants of Fort St* George fend their fhips hither as it were by 
Health, under the charge of Portuguefe pilots and mariners; for as yet we cannot get 
the Spaniards there to a commerce with us or the Dutch, although they have but few 
fliips of their own* This feems to arife from a jealoufy or fear of difcovering the 
riches of thefe iflands \ for mod, if not all, the Philippine illands are rich in gold, and 
the Spaniards have no place of much ftrength in all thefe iftands, that I could ever 
hear of, befides Manilo itfelf. Yet they have villages and towns on feveral of the Iflands, 
and padres or priefts to inftruft the native Indians, from whom they get their gold* 

The Spanifh inhabitants, of the fmaller iflands efpecially, would willingly trade with 

us 
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«s if the government was not fo fevere again ft it; for they have no goods but what 
are brought from Manilo at an extraordinary dear rate. I am of the opinion that if 
any of our nations will feek a trade with them, they would not lofe their labour ; for 
the Spaniards can and will fmuggle (as our feamen call trading by ftealth) as well as 
any nation that I know; and our Jamaicans are to then- profit fenfible enough of it. 
And I have been informed that Captain Goodlud of London, in a voyage which he 
made from Mindanao to China, touched at feme of thefe iflands, and was civilly treated 
by the Spaniards, who bought fome of his commodities, giving him a very good price 
for the fame. 

There are about twelve or fourteen more large iflands lying to the fouthward of 
Luconia'; mod of which, as I faid before, are inhabited by the Spaniards. Befides 
thefe, there are an infinite number of final I iflands of no account, and even the great 
iflands, many of them are without names; or at leaft fo varioufly fet down, that f find 
the fame iflands named by divers names. 

The ifland St, John and Mindanao are the fouthernmoft of all thele iflands, and . are 
the only iflands in all this range that are not fubjeft to the Spaniards. 

St. John’s Ifland is on the eaft fide of the Mindanao, and diftant from it three or 
four leagues. It is in latitude about feven or eight degrees north. This ifland is in 
length about thirty-eight leagues, ftretching north-north-weft and fouth-fouth-eaft, and 
it is in breath about twenty-four leagues in the middle of the ifland : The northern- 
moll: end is broader, and the fouthernmoft is narrower. This ifland is of a good height, 
and is full of many ftnall hills. The land at the fouth-eaft end, where I was afliore, 
is of a black fat mould ; and the whole ifland feems to partake of the fame fatnefs, by 
the vaft number of large trees that it produceth } for it looks all over like one great 
grove. 

As we were palling by the fouth-eaft end we faw a canoe of the natives under the 
fbore ; therefore one of our canoes went after to have fpoken with her; but fhe run 
away from us, feeing themfelves chaced, put their canoe afliore, leaving her, fled into 
the woods, nor would be allured to come to us, although we did what we could to 
entice them; befides thefe men, we faw no more here, nor fign of any inhabitants at 
this end. 

"When we came on board our fhip again, we fleered away for the ifland Mindanao, 
which was now fair in fight of us, it being about ten leagues diftant front this part of 
St, John’s. The twenty-fecond day we came within a league of the eaft fide of the 
ifland Mindanao, and having the wind at fouth-eaft we fteered toward the north end, 
keeping on the eaft fide, till we came into the latitude of feven degrees forty minutes, 
and there we anchored in a fmall bay, about a mile front the fltore, in ten fathom water, 
rocky foul ground. 

Some of our books gave us an account that Mindanao city and ifle lies in feven degrees 
forty minutes. We guefled that the middle of the ifland might He in this latitude, but we 
were at a great lofs where to find the city, whether on the eaft or weft fide. Indeed, had it 
been a fmall ifland, lying open to the eaftern wind, we might probably have fearched firft 
on the weft fide; for commonly the iflands within the tropics, or within the bounds 
of the trade-winds, have their harbours on the weft fide, as beft fhelteredj but the 
ifland Mindanao being guarded on the eaft fide by St. John’s ifland, we might as rea¬ 
sonably ex peri: to find the harbour and city on this fide, as any where elfe ; but coming 
into the latitude in which we judged the city might be, found no canoes or people 
that might give us any umbrage of a city, or place of trade near at hand, though we 
coafted within a league of the fhore. 

The 
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The ifland Mindanao is the biggeft of all the Philippine iflands, except Luconfa. Ir 
is about fixty leagues long, and forty or fifty broad. The fouth end is in about five 
degrees north, and the north-weft end reacheth almoft to eight degrees north. It is a 
very ountainous ifland, full of hills and valleys. The mould in general is deep and 
black, and extraordinary fat and fruitful. The fides of the hills are ftony, yet pro¬ 
ductive enough of very large tall trees. In the heart of the country there are fome 
mountains that yield good gold. The valleys are well moiftened with pleafant brooks, 
and fmall rivers of delicate water; and have trees of divers forts flourifliing and green 
all the year. The trees in general are very large, and inoft of them are of kinds un¬ 
known to us. 

There is one fort which deferves particular notice, called by the natives libby trees. 
Thefe grow wild in great groves of five or fix miles long, by the fides of the rivers. 
Of thefe trees fago is made, which the poor country people eat inftead of bread three 
or four months in the year. This tree for its body and ihape is much like the pal- 
meto tree or the cabbage tree, but not fo tall as the latter. The bark and wood is 
hard and thin like a fhell, and full of white pith, like the pith of an elder. This tree 
they cut down, and fplit it in the middle and fcrape out all the pith, which they beat 
luftily with a wooden peftle in a great mortar or trough, and then put it into a cloth or 
ftramer held over a trough ; and pouring water in among the pith, they ftir it about 
in the cloth: fo the water carries all the fubftance of the pith through the cloth down 
into the trough, leaving nothing in the cloth but a light fort of hulk, which they throw 
away ; but that which falls into the trough fettles in a lhort time to the bottom like 
mud; and then they draw off the water and take up the muddy fubftance, wherewith 
they make cakes; which being baked proves very good bread. 

The Mindanao people live three or four months of the year on this food for their 
bread-kind. The native Indians of Teranate and Tidore,and all the fpice-iflands, have 
plenty of thefe trees, and ufe them for food in the fame manner, as I have been in¬ 
formed by Mr. Caril Rofy, who is now commander of one of the King’s fhips. He 
was one of our company at this time; and being left with Captain Swan at Mindanao, 
went afterwards to Teranate, and lived there among the Dutch a year or two. The 
fago which is tranfported into other parts of the Eaft Indies is dried in fmall pieces, like 
little feeds or comfits, and commonly eaten with milk of almonds, by thofe that are 
troubled with the flux; for it is a great binder, and very good in that diftemper. 

In fome places of Mindanao there is plenty of rice; but in the hilly land they plant 
yams, potatoes, and pumpkins; all which thrive very well. The other fruits of this 
iftand are water-melons, mulk-melons, plantains, bonanoes, guavas, nutmegs, cloves, 
betel-nuts, durians, jacks, or jacas, cocoa-nuts, oranges, &c. 

The plantain I take to be the king of all fruit, not except the coco itfelf, The tree 
that bears this fruit is about three feet, or three feet and an half round, and about ten 
or twelve feet high. Thefe trees are not railed from feed (for they feein not to have 
any), but from the roots of other old trees. If thefe young fuckers are taken out of 
the ground, and planted in another place, it will be fifteen months before thev bear, 
but if let ftand in their own native foil they will bear in twelve months. As foon as 
the fruit is ripe the tree decays, but then there are many young ones growing up to 
fupply its place. When this tree firft fprings out of the ground, it comes up with 
two leaves; and by that time it is a foot high, two more fpring up in the infide of 
them, and in a lhort time after two more within them ; and fo on. By that time the 
tree is a month old, you may perceive a fmall body almoft as big as one’s arm, and 
then there are eight or ten leaves, fome of them four or five feet high. The firft 
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leaves that it lhoots forth are not above a foot long, and hah a foot broad ; and the 
ftem that bears them no bigger than one’s finger; but as the tree grows higher the 
leaves are larger. As the young leaves fpring up in the infide, fo the eld leaves fpread 
off, and their tops droop downward, being of a greater length and breadth, by how 
much they are nearer the root, and at laft decay and rot off: but ftill there are young 
leaves fpring up out of the top, which makes the tree look always green and flourifiling. 
When the tree is full grown, the leaves are feven or eight feet long, and a foot and 
half broad; towards the end they are fmaller, and end with a round point. The 
Item of the leaf is as big as a man’s arm, almoft round, and about a foot in length, 
between the leaf and the body of the tree. That part of the Item which comes from 
the tree, if it be the outfide leaf, feems to inclofe half the body as it were with a thick 
hide ; and right againft it, on the other fide of the tree, is another fuch anfwering 
to it. The next two leaves in the infide of thefe, grow oppofite to each other in the 
fame manner, but fo that if the two outward grow north and fouth, thefe grow eaft 
and weft, and thofe ftill within them keep the fame order. Thus the body of this 
tree feems to be made lip of many thick fkins, growing one over another, and when 
it is full grown, there fprings out of the top a ftrong ftem, harder in fubftance than 
any other part of the body. 1 " This ftem lhoots forth at the heart of the tree, is as big 
as a man’s arm, and as long; and the fruit grows in clufters round it, firft 
bloffoming and then Ihooting forth the fruit. It is fo excellent that the Spaniards 
give it the pre-eminence of all other fruit, as moll conducing to life. It grows in a 
cod about fix or feven inches long, and as big as a man’s arm. The fliell, rind or 
cod is foft, and of a yellow colour when ripe. It rcfembles in ftiape a hog’s-gut 
pudding. The inclofed fruit is no harder than butter in winter, and is much of the 
colour of the pureft yellow butter. It is of a delicate tafte, and melts in one’s mouth 
like marmalet. It is all pure pulp, without any feed, kernel or ftone. This fruit is 
fo much efteemed by all Europeans that fettle in America, that when they make a new 
plantation, they commonly begin with a good plantain-walk, as they call it, or a field 
of plantains; 'and as their family increafeth, fo they augment the plantain walk, 
keeping one man purpofely to prune the trees, and gather the fruit as he fees conve¬ 
nient. ° For the trees continue bearing, fome or other, moft part of the year; and 
this is‘many times the whole foed*on which a whole family fublifis. Ihey thrive only 
in rich fat ground, for poor fandy will not bear them. The Spaniards in their towns 
in America, as at Havana, Cartagena, Portobel, &c. have their markets full cf 
plantains, it being the common food for poor people i then common price is hall a 
riol, or three-pence a dozen. When this fruit is only ufed for biead, it is 1 called or 
boiled when it’s juft full grown, or not yet ripe or turned yellow. Poor people or 
negroes, that have neither fiffi nor flelh to eat with it, make fauce with cod-pepper, 
fait and lime juice, which makes it eat very favory ; much better than a cruft of bread 
alone. Sometimes for a change they eat a roafted plantain, and a ripe raw plain tarn 
together, which is inftead of bread and butter. They eat very pleafant fo, and I 
have made many a good meal in this maimer. Sometimes our Englifh take five or 
feven ripe plantains, and mafhing them together, make them into a lump, and boil 
them inftead of a bag-pudding ; which they call a buff-jacket: and this is a vei y 
good way for a change. This fruit makes alio very good tarts ; and the green plan¬ 
tains fliced thin and dried in the fun and grated, will make a iort of flour which is 
very good to make puddings. A ripe plantain fliced and dried m the fuu may be pre¬ 
fer ved a great while ; and then eat like figs very fweet and plcalant. 1 he I .men 
Indians prefervc them a long time, by drying them gently over the fire; mafhing t^em. 
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firft, and moulding them into lumps. The Mofldto Indians will take a ripe plantain 
and roaft it; then take a pint and a half of water in a calabafli, and freeze 
plantain in pieces with their hands mixing it With water; then they drink it 
together. This they call Mifhlaw, and it is pleafant and fweet, and nounflnng , 
fomewhat like lambs-wool (as it is called) made with apples and ale : and of thn, 
fruit alone many thou land of Indian families in the Weft Indies have their whole fubfif- 
tence. When'they make drink with them, they take ten or twelve ripe plantains and 
mafli them well in a trough : then they put two gallons of water among them ; and 
this in two hours time will ferment and froth like wort. In four hours it is i 
drink, and then they bottle it, and drink it as they have occafion : hut this will not 
keen above twenty-four or thirty hours. Thofe therefore that ufe this drink brew i 
in this manner every morning. When I went firft to Jamaica I could rehfh no other 
drink they had there. It drinks brilk and cool, and is very pleafant. This drink is 
windy, and fo is the fruit eaten raw; but boiled or raffled it is not fo. Ii this drink is 
kept above thirty hours it grows .{harp : but if then it be put out in the fun, it wiJ 
become very good vinegar. This fruit grows all over the Weft-Indies (m the proper 

climates), at Guniea, and in the Eaft-Indies. 

As the fruit of this tree is of great ufe for food, fo is the body no lefs ierviceable to 
make deaths ; but this I never knew till I came to this ifland. The ordinary people or 
Mindanao do wear no other cloth. The tree never bearing but once, and fo being 
felled when the fruit is ripe, they cut it down clofe by the ground if they intend to 
make cloth with it. One blow with a hatchet or long knife will ftnke it aiunder ; 
then they cut off the top, leaving the trunk eight or ten feet long, ftrippmg off the outer 
rind, which is thickeft towards the lower end; having ftript two or three oithele 
rinds the trunk becomes in a manner all of one bignefs, and of a w ninth colour : 
then they fplit the trunk in the middle ; which being done, they fplit the two halves 
again, as near the middle as they can. This they leave in the fun two or three days, 
in which time part of the juicy fubftance of the tree dries away, and then the ends 
will appear full of fmall threads. The women, whofe employment is to make the 
cloth, take hold of thofe threads one by one, which rend away eafily from one end of 
the trunk to the other, in bignefs like whited-brown thread; for the threads are 
naturally of a determinate bignefs, as I obferved their cloth to be all of one iubfiance 
and equal finenefs; but it is ftubbom when new, wears out foon, and when wet 
feels a little fliiny. They make their pieces feven or eight yards long, their warp and 
woof all one thicknefs and fubftance. 

There is another fort of plantains in that ifland, which are lhorter and lefs than the 
others, which I never law any where but here. Thefe are full of black feeds mixed 
quite through the fruit. They are binding, and are much eaten by thofe that have 
fluxes. The country people gave them us for that ufe, and with good fuccefs. 

The bonano tree is exactly like the plantain for fliape.and bignefs, not eafily diftin- 
guilhable from it but by its fruit, which is a great deal final ler, and not above 
half fo long as a plantain, being alfo more mellow and foft, lefs lufeious, yet of a more 
delicate tafte. They ufe this for the making drink oftener than plantains, and it is beft: 
when ufed for drink, or eaten as fruit; but it is not fo good for bread, nor doth it eat 
well at all when roafted or boiled; fo ris only neceffity that makes any ufe it this way. 
They grow generally where plaintains do, being fet intermixed with them purpofely in 
their plantain-walks. They have plenty of clove-bark, of which I faw a {hip-load : and 
as for cloves Raja Laut, whom I {hall have occafion to mention, told me, that if the 
Englifli would fettle there, they could order matters fo in a little time, as to fend 

i a {hip 
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a fbip-Ioad of cloves from thence every year. I have been informed that they grow 
on the boughs of a tree about as big as a plum-tree, but I never happened to fee any 
of them. 

1 have not feen the nutmeg-trees any where \ but the nutmegs this ifland produceth 
are fair and large, yet they have no great flore of them, being unwilling to propagate 
them or the cloves, for fear that fhould invite the Dutch to vifit them, and bring them 
into (abjection, as they have done the reft of the neighbouring iflands where they grow, 
f or the Dutch being feated among the fpice-iflands, have monopolized all the trade 
into their own hands, and will not fuffer any of the natives to difpofe of it but to them- 
ielves alone. Nay, they are fo careful to preferve it in their own hands, that they will 
not fuffer the fpice to grow in the uninhabited iflands, but fend foldiersto cut the trees 
down. Captain Rofy told me, that while he lived with the Dutch he was fent with other 
men to cut down the fpice trees; and that he himfelf did at feveral times cut down feven 
or eight hundred trees. Yet although the Dutch take fuch care to deftroy them, there are 
many^uninhabited iflands that have great plenty of fpice-trees, as I have been informed 
by Dutchmen that have been there, particularly by a captain of a Dutch {hip that I met 
with at Achin, who told me, that near the ifland Banda there is an ifland where the 
cloves falling from, the trees do lie and rot on the ground, and they are at the time 
when the fruit falls three or four inches thick under the rrees. He and fome others 
told me, that it would not be a hard matter for an Engiifh veffel to purchafe a fhip’s 
cargo of fpice of the natives of fome of thefe fpice-iflands. 

He was a free merchant that told me this. For by that name the Dutch and Englilh in 
the Eaft Indies diftinguifh thofe merchants who are not fervants to the Company. The free 
merchants are not fuffered to trade to the fpice-iflands, nor to many other places where the 
Dutch have faftories; but on the other hand, they are fuffered to trade to fome places where 
the Dutch Company themfelves may not trade, as to Achin particularly, for there are fome 
Princes in the Indies, who will not trade with the Company for fear of them. The fea- 
men that go to the fpice-iflands are obliged to bring no fpice from thence for themfeives, 
except a fmall matter for their own ufe, about a pound or two. Yet the mafters of thofe 
{hips do commonly fo order their bufinefs, that they often fecure a good quantity, and 
fend it afhore to feme place near Batavia, before they come into that harbour, (for it is 
always brought thither firft before it is fent to Europe,) and if they meet any veffel at 
fea that will buy their cloves, they will fell ten or fifteen tons out of one hundred, and 
yet feemingly carry their complement to Batavia ; for they will pour water among the 
remaining part of their cargo, which will fwell them to that degree, that the fhip’s hold 
will be as full again as it was before any were fold. This trick they ufe whenever they 
difpofe.of any clandeftinely; for the cloves when they firft take them in are extra¬ 
ordinary dry, and fo will imbibe a great deal cf moiftnre. This is but one inftance of 
many hundreds of little deceitful arts the Dutch feamen have in thefe parts among them, 
of which I have both feen and heard feveral. I believe there are no where greater thieves, 
and nothing will perfuade them to difeover one another : for fhould any do it, the reft 
would certainly knock him on the head. But to return to the products of Mindanao. 

1 he betel-nut is much efteemed here, as it is in moll places of the Eaft Indies. The 
betel-tree grows like the cabbage-tree, but it is not fo big nor fo high. The body 
grows ftraight, about twelve or fourteen feet high, without leaf or branch, except at the 

ta ^ ere ]t lp rea ds forth long branches like other trees of the like nature, as the 
cabbage-tree, the coco-nut-tree, and the palm. Thefe branches are about ten or 
twelve feet long, and their Items near the head of the tree, as big as a man’s arm.. 
On the top of the tree among the branches the betel-nut grows on a tough Item as big 

as 
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ns a man’s finger, in clufters much as the cocoa-nuts do, and they grow forty or fifty 
in a ciufter. This fruit is bigger than a nutmeg, and is much like it but rounder. It 
is much ufcd all over the Eait Indies. Their way is to'cut it in four pieces, and wrap 
one of them lip in an arek-leaf, which they fpread with a foft pafle made of lime or 
plafter, and then chew it altogether. Every man in thefe parts carries his lime-box by 
iiis fide, and dipping his finger into it, fpreads his betel and arek-leaf with it. The 
arek is a fmall tree Or fiirub, of a green bark, and the leaf is long and broader than a 
willow. They are packed up to fell into parts that have them not, to chew with the 
betel. The betel-nut is moll efteemed when it is young, and before it grows hard, 
and then they cut it only in two pieces with the green hufk or fhell on it. It is then 
exceeding juicy, and therefore makes them fpit much. Ittaftes rough in the mouth, 
and dyes the lips red, and makes the teeth black, but it preferves them, and cleanfeth 
the gums. It is alfo accounted very wholefome for the ftomach; but fomecinies it 
will caufe great giddinefs in the head of thofe that are not ufed to chew it. But this 
is the efieft only of the old nut, for the young nuts will not do it. I fpeak of my own 
experience. 

This ifland produceth alfo durians and jacks. The trees that bear the durians are as 
big as apple-trees, full of boughs. The rind is thick and rough : the fruit is fo large 
that they grow only about the bodies, or on the limbs near the body, like the cacao. 
The fruit is about the bignefs of a large pumpkin, covered with a thick green rough 
rind. "When it is ripe the rind begins to turn yellow, but it is not fit to eat till it 
opens at the top. Then the fruit in the infide is ripe, and fends forth an excellent fcent. 
When the rind is opened, the fruit may be fplit into four quarters ; each quarter hath 
feveral fmall cells that inclofe a certain quantity of the fruit, according to the bignefs of 
the cell, for feme are larger than others: the largeft of the fruit may be as big as a 
pullet’s egg. It is as white as milk and as foft as cream, and the taite very delicious 
as thofe that are accuftomed to them ;■ but thofe who have not been ufed to eat them 
will diflike them at firft, becaufe they fmell liked roafted onions. This fruit muft be 
eaten in its prime, (for there is no eating of it before it is ripe,) and even then it will 
not keep above a day or two before it putrefies, and turns black or of a dark colour, 
and then it is not good. Within the fruit there is a ftone as big as a fmall bean, which 
hath a thin fhell over it. Thofe that are minded to eat the ftones or nuts roaft them, 
and then a thin fhell comes off, which inclofes the nut, and it eats like a chefnut. 

The jack or jaca is much like the durian both in bignefs and fhape. The trees that 
bear them alfo are much alike, and fb is their manner of the fruits growing * but 
the infide is different: for the fruit of the durian is white, that of the jack is yellow, 
and fuller of Hones. The durian is moft efteemed ; yet the jack is a very pleafant 
fruit, and the ftones or kernels are good roafted. 3 v 

There are many other forts of grain, roots and fruits in this ifland, which to give a 
particular delcription of would Jill up a large volume. 

In this ifland are alfo many forts of beafts, both wild and tame; .as horfes, bulls and 
cows, buffaloes, goats, wild hogs, deer, monkies, guanos, lizards, fnakes, &c. I never 
law or heard of any beafts of prey here, as in many other places. The hogs are uglv 
creatures; they have all great knobs growing over their eyes, and there are multitudes 
.or them m the woods. 1 hey are commonly very poor, yet fweet. Deer are here verv 
plentiful in feme places, where they are not difturbed. 3 

Of the venomous kind of creatures here are fcorpions, whofe fling is in their tail * 
md cenapMS, called by the Englilh forty-legs, both which are alff common in the 

eft Indies, m Jamaica, and elfewhere. Thefe centapees are four or five inches long. 
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as big as a goofe-quill, but fiattifh, of a dun or reddifh colour on the back* but belly 
w&itifh, and full of legs on each fide the belly. Their fling or bite is more raging than 
the fcorpion* They lie in old houfes and dry timber* There are federal forts of 
ihakes, fome very poifonous* There is another fort of creature like a guano both in 
colour and fliape, but four times as big* whofe tongue is like a fmail harpoon* having 
two beards like the beards of a fifh-hook ; they are faid to be very venomous* but I 
know not their names* I have feen them in other places alfo, as at Pulo Condore, or the 
ifiand Condore, and at Achin* and have been told that they are in the Bay of Bengal* 

The fowls of this country are ducks and hens: other tame fowl I have not feen nor 
heard of any, The wild fowl are pigeons, parrots, parroquets, turtle-doves* and abun¬ 
dance of fmall fowls* There are bats as big as a kite* 

There are a great many harbours* creeks* and good bays for fliips to ride in; and 
rivers navigable for canoes* proes or barks, which are all plentifully ftored with fifh of 
divers forts, fo is alfo the adjacent fea. The chiefeft fifh are bonetas, (nooks, eavallys* 
bremes, mullets, ten-pounders* &c. Here are alfo plenty of fea turtle, and fmall 
manatee, which are not near fo big as thofe in the Weft Indies, The biggeft that I 
faw would not weigh above fix hundred pound; but the flefti both of the turtle and 
manatee are very Tweet. 

The weather at Mindanao is temperate enough as to heat, for all it lies fo near the 
equator, and especially on the borders near the fea* There they commonly enjoy the 
breezes by day, and cooling land-winds at night* The winds are eafterly one part of the 
year, and wefterly the other* The eafterly winds begin to blow in October, and it is the 
middle of November before they are fettled* Thefe winds bring fair weather* ■ The 
wefterly winds begin to blow in May, but are not fettled till a month afterwards. The weft 
winds always bring rain* tornadoes* and very tempeftuous weather. At the firft coming 
on of thefe winds they blow but faintly, but then the tornadoes rife one in a day, fame- 
times two : thefe are thunder fliowers which commonly come againft the wind, bringing 
with them a contrary wind to what did blow before* After the tornadoes are over, the 
wind fhifts about again, and the fky becomes clear, yet then in the vallies and the fides 
of the mountains there rifeth a thick fog which covers the land. The tornadoes continue 
thus for a week or more; then they come thicker, two or three in a day, bringing 
violent gufts of wind and terrible claps of thunder. At laft they come fo faft, that 
the wind remains in the quarter from whence thefe tornadoes do rife, which is out of 
the weft, and there it fettles till October or November. When thefe weftward winds 
are thus fettled the fky is all in mourning, being covered with black clouds, pouring 
down exceffive rains, fometimes mixt with thunder and lightning, that nothing can be 
more difinal. The winds raging to that degree that the biggeft trees are torn up by 
the roots, and the rivers fwell and overflow their banks, and drown the low land, carry¬ 
ing great trees into the fea. Thus it continues fometimes a week together before the 
fun or ftars appear* The fierceft of this weather is in the latter end of July and in 
Auguft* for then the towns feern to ftand in a great pond, and they go from one houfe 
to another in canoes. At this time the water carries away all the filth and naftinefs 
from under their houfes. Whilft this tempeftuous feafon Jafts the weather is cold and 
chilly. In September the weather is more moderate, and the winds are not fo fierce, 
nor the rain fo violent. The air thenceforward begins to be more clear and delight- 
fome; but then in the morning there are thick fogs* continuing till ten or eleven 
o'clock before the fun fhines out, efpecialiy when it has rained in the night. In Octo¬ 
ber the eafterly winds begin to blow again, and bring fair weather till April, Thus 
much concerning the natural ftate of Mindanao, 
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CHAP. II.—7y the Inhabitants, and civil State of the IJle of Mindanao. — The Min - 
danayans , Hiilanoones, Sologues, and Alfoores. — Of the Mindanayans, properly fo 
c&Ued ; their Manners and Habits. — The Habits and Manners of their Women.—A 
corneal Cuftom at Mindanao. — Their Houfes, their Diet, and Wafhings. — The Lan¬ 
guages fpoken there, and TranfaBions with the Spaniards. — Their Fear of the Dutch, 
and feeming Defire of the Englijh. — Their Handicrafts, and peculiar Sort of Smith’s 
Bellows. — Their Shipping, Commodities and Trade. — The Mindanao and Manilla 
Tobacco. — A Sort of Leprofy there, and other Difempers. — Their Marriages. — The 

Sultan of Mindanao , his Poverty, Power, Family, £ tfc. — The Proes or Boats here. _ 

Raja Laut the General, Brother to the Sultan, and his Family, — Their Way of Fight - 
ing. — 1 heir Religion. — Raja Lands Devotion. — A Clock or Drum in their Mofqttes. 
— Of their Circumcifion, and the Solemnity then ufed. — Of other their Religious Ob- 
fervations and Superflitions. — Their Abhorrence of Swine’s Fiefs, &c. 


THIS ifland is not fubjett to one Prince, neither is the language one and the fame ; 
but the people are much alike in colour, ftrength and ftature. They are all or moft of 
them of one religion, which is Mahometanifm, and their cuftoms and manner of living 
are alike. The Mindanao people, more particularly fo called, are the greateft nation in the 
ifland, and trading by fea with other nations they are therefore the more civil. I (hall 
fay but little of the reft, being lefs known to me, but fo much as hath come to my know¬ 
ledge take as follows : there are, befides the Mindanayans the Hilanoones (as they call 
them), or the Mountaneers, the Sologues and Alfoores. 

The Hilanoones live in the heart of the country ; they have little or no commerce 
by fea, yet they have proes that row with twelve or fourteen oars a piece. They enioy 
the benefit of the gold mines; and with their gold buy foreign commodities of 
the Mindanao people. They have alfo plenty of bees’-wax, which they exchange for 
other commodities. J ° 

The Sologues inhabit the north-weft end of the ifland. They are the leaft nation of 
all ; they trade to Manila m proes, and to fome of the neighbouring iflands, but have 
no commerce with the Mindanao people, 

• J he Alfoores are the fame with the Mindanayans, and were formerly under the fub- 
jectionof the Sultan of Mindanao, but were divided between the Sultan’s children, and 

Wh i fi t had M- ta j ^ th T- T n 5 but havin S b y carriage contracted an alliance 
Z\k °A Minda , na °’ thlS -v as occafi °ned that Prince to claim them again as 

underwood! ? ^ ^ “* de W3r WIth them a Jtttle after we went awa y> as I afterwards 


i M j n r^ ay ? nS P ro P er , 1 y called, are men of mean ftatures, fmall limbs ftraie-ht 
bodies and little heads. Their faces are oval, their foreheads flat, with black final 1 
eyes, Ihort low noles, pretty large mouths; their lips thin and red, their teeth black 
yet very found, their hair black and ftraight, the colour of their Ikin tawny, but indin-’ 
mg o a nghter yellow than fome other Indians, efpecially the women. They have a 

ne W ? ai th ? )r . th T b - nai ! s )' er y lon S» efpecially that on their left thumb, for 
- y ^ vei ! 11 bat Scrape it often. They are indued with good natural wits are 
mgemous, nimble and active when they are minded, but generally very kzv and 
thievifh, and will not work except forced by hunger. This lazmefs ^natural to*moft 
Indians ; but thefe people’s Jazinefs feems rather to proceed not fo much from theft 
natural inclinations, as from the feverity of their Prince of whom th™ftL J • h 

for he dealing with them very arbitrarily, and taLglom 
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damps their induftry, fo they never ftrive to have any thing but from hand to mouth. 
They are generally proud and walk very ftately. They are civil enough to ft rangers, 
and will eafily be acquainted with them, and entertain them with great freedom ; but 
they are implacable to their enemies, and very revengeful if they are injured, fre¬ 
quently poifoning fecretly thofe that have affronted them. 

They wear but few cloaths; their heads are circled with a fliort turbat, fringed 
or laced at both ends ; it goes once about the head, and is tied in a knot, the laced 
ends hanging down. They wear frocks and breeches, but no ftockings nor flioes. 

The women are fairer than the men; and their hair is black and long, which they 
tie in a knot, that hangs back in their poles. They are more round viiaged than the 
men, and generally well featured ; only their nofes are very fmall, and fo low be¬ 
tween their eyes, that in fome of the female children the riling that fliould be between 
the eyes is fcarce difcernible; neither is there any fenfible rifmg in their foreheads. 
At a diftance they appear very well; but being nigh, thefe impediments are very ob¬ 
vious. They have very fmall limbs. They wear but two garments; a frock and a 
fort of petticoat j the petticoat is only a piece of cloth, fowed both ends together: 
but it is made two feet too big for their wauls, fo that they may wear either end 
upperinoft: that part that comes up to their waift, becaufe it is fo much too big, 
they gather it in their hands, and twift it till it fits clofe to their waifts, tucking in the 
twifted part between their waift and the edge of the petticoat, which keeps it clofe. 
The frock fits ioofe about them, and reaches down a little below the waift. The 
fleeves are a great deal longer than their arms, and fo fmall at the end, that their 
hands will fcarce go through. Being on the fleeve fits in folds about the wrift, wherein 
they take great pride. 

The better fort of people have their garments made of long cloth ; but the ordi¬ 
nary fort wear cloth- made of plantain-tree, which they call Saggen, by which name 
they call the plantain. They have neither flocking nor fhoe, and the women have 
very fmall feet. 

The women are very defirous of the company of ftrangers, efpecially of white 
men: and doubtlefs would be very familiar, if the cuftom of the country did not debar 
them from that freedom, which feems coveted by them. Yet from the higheft to 
the loweft they are allowed liberty to converfe with, or treat ftrangers in the fight of 
their hufbands. 

There is a kind of begging cuftom at Mindanao, that I have not met elfewhere with 
in all my travels ; and which I believe is owing to the little trade they have, which is 
thus: when ftrangers arrive here, the Mindanao men will come aboard, and invite 
them to their houfes, and inquire who has a comrade, (which word I believe they 
have from the Spaniards) or a pagally, and who has not. A comrade is a familiar 
male friend; a pagally is an innocent platonic friend of the other fex. All ftrangers 
are in a manner obliged to accept of this acquaintance and familiarity, which muft be 
firft purchafed with a fmall prefent, and afterwards confirmed with fome gift or other 
to continue the acquaintance: and as often as the ftranger goes afliore, he is welcome 
to his comrade or pagally's houfe, where he may be entertained for his money to eat, 
drink, or lleep ; and complimented, as often as he comes afliore with tobacco and 
betel-nut, which is all the entertainment he muft expect gratis. The richeft men's 
wives are allowed the freedom to converfe with her pagally in public, and may give 
or receive prefents from him. Even the Sultan's and general’s wives, who are always 
coopt up, will yet look out of their cages when a ftranger paffeth by, and demand of 
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him if he wants a pagaHy : and to invite him to their friendlhip, will fend a prefent of 
tobacco and betel-nut to him by their fervants. 

The chiefeft city on this ifland is called by the fame name of Mindanao. It is feated 
on the fouth fide of the ifland in latitude feven degrees twenty minutes north on the 
banks of a fmall river, about two miles from the fea. The manner of building is foine- 
■vvhat ft range, yet generally ui'ed in this part of the Eaft Indies. Their houfes are all 
built on ports, about fourteen, fixteen, eighteen, or twenty feet high. Thefe polls 
are bigger or lefs, according to the intended magnificence of the fuperftru&ure. They 
have but one floor, but many partitions or rooms, and a ladder or flairs to go up out 
of the ftreets. The roof is large and covered with palmeto or palm-leaves. So there 
is a clear paffage like a piazza (but a filthy one) under the Iioufe. Some of the 
poorer people that keep ducks or hens, have a fence made round the ports of their 
houfes, with a door to go in and out; and this under room ferves for no other ufe. 
Some ufe this place for the common draught of their houfes, but building moftly clofe 
by the river in all parts of the Indies, they make the river receive all the filth of their 
houfe; and at the time of the land-floods, all is walhed very clean. 

The Sultan’s houfe is much bigger than any of the reft. It Hands on about one- 
hundred and eighty great ports or trees, a great deal higher than the common build¬ 
ing, with great broad Hairs made to go up. In the firft room he hath about twenty 
iron guns, alt faker and ininion, placed on field-carriages. The general and other 
great men have fome guns alfo in their houfes. About twenty paces from the fu!tan’s 
houfe there is a fmall low houfe, built purpofely for the reception of ambaffadors or 
merchant ftrangers. This alfo Hands on ports, but the floor is not raifed above three 
or four feet above the ground, and is neatly matted purpofely for the fultan and his 
council to fit on j for they ufe no chairs, but fit crois-legged like tailors on the- 
floor. 

The common food at Mindanao is rice, or fago, and a fmall fifli or two. The better 
Fort eat buffalo, or fowls ill dreft, and abundance of rice with it. They ufe no fpoons 
to eat their rice, but every man takes a handful out of the platter, and by wetting his 
hand in water, that it may not flick to his hand, fqueezes into a lump, as hard as 
poflibly he can make it, and then crams it into his mouth. They all flrive to make 
ihefe lumps as big as their mouth can receive them ; and feem to vie with each other, 
and glory in taking in the biggeft lump; fo that fometimes they almoft choke them- 
felves. They always wafh after meals, or if they touch any Thing that is unclean ; 
for which reafon they fpend abundance of water in their houfes. This water, with 
the wafhing of their difhes, and what other filth they make, they pour down near their 
fire place : for their chambers are not boarded, but floored with fplit bamboes, like 
lathe, fo that the water prefently falls underneath their dwelling rooms, where it 
breeds maggots, and makes a prodigious ftink. Befides this filthinefs, the fick people 
eafe themfelves, and make water in their chambers j there being a fmall hole made 
purpofely in the floor, to let it drop through. But healthy found people commonly 
eafe themfelves and make water in the river. For that reafon you fhall always fee 
abundance of people of both fexes in the river, from morning till night; fome eafing 
themfelves, others wafliing their bodies or clothes. If they come into the river pur¬ 
pofely to wafh their clothes, they ftrip and ft and naked till they have done ; then put 
them on, and march out again: both men and women take great delight in fwimming 
and wafliing themfelves, being bred to it from their infancy. I do believe it is very 
wholefome to wafh mornings and evenings in thefe hot countries, at leafl: three or four 

3 days 
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days in the week : for I did ufe myfelf to it when I lived afterwards at Bencooly, and 
found it very refrefaing and comfortable. It is very good for thofe that have fluxes 
to wafli and ftand in the river mornings and evenings. I fpeak it experimentally, 
for I was brought very low with that diftemper at Achin; but by wafting conftantly 
mornings and evenings I found great benefit, and was quickly cured by it. 

In the city of Mindanao they fpeak two languages indifferently, their own Min¬ 
danao language, and the Malaya : but in other parts of the ifland they fpeak only 
their proper language, having little commerce abroad. They have fchools, and in- 
ftruG: their children to read and write, and bring them up in the Mahometan religion. 
Therefore many of the words, efpecially their prayers, are in Arabic; and many of 
the words of civility the fame as in Turkey; and efpecially when they meet in the 
morning, or take leave of each other, they exprefs them (elves in that language. 

Many of the old people, both men and women, can fpeak Spanifli, for the Spa¬ 
niards were formerly fettled among them, and had feveral forts on this ifland; and 
then they fent two friars to the city to convert the Sultan of Mindanao and his people. 
At that time thefe people began to learn Spanilh, and the Spaniards incroached on 
them, and endeavoured to bring them into fobjeftion ; and probably before this time 
had brought them all under their yoke, if they themfelves had not been drawn off 
from this ifland to Manila, to refill the Chinefe,,who threatened to invade them there. 
■When the Spaniards were gone, the old Sultan of Mindanao, father to the prefent, 
in whofe time it was, razed and demoliffted their forts, brought away their guns, and 
fent away the friars; and fince that time will not fuffer the Spaniards to fettle on the 
ijlands. 

They are now mod afraid of the Dutch, being fenfible how they have inflaved many 
of the neighbouring iflands. For that reafon they have a long time defired the Englifh 
to fettle among them, and have offered them any convenient place to build a fort in, 
as the general himfelf told us; giving this reafon, that they do not find the Englifh fo 
Incroaching as the Dutch or Spanifli. The Dutch are no lefs jealous of their admitting 
the Englifh, for they are fenfible what detriment it would be to them if the Englifh 
fhould fettle here. 

There are but few tradefmen at the city of Mindanao. The chiefeft trades are 
goldfmiths, blackfmiths, and carpenters. There are but two or three goldfmiths; 
thefe will work in gold or filver, and make any thing that you defire : but they have 
no fhop formfeed with ware ready made for fale. Here are feveral blackfmiths who 
work very well, confidering the tools that they work with. Their bellows are much 
different from ours: they are made of a wooden cylinder, the trunk of a tree, about 
three feet long, bored hollow like a pump, and fet upright on the ground, on which 
the fire itfelf is made. Near the lower end there is a finall hole, in the fide of the 
trunk next the fire, made to receive a pipe, through which the wind is driven to the 
fire by a great bunch of fine feathers fattened to one end of the flick, which clofing 
up the infide of the cylinder, drives the air out of the cylinder through the pipe : 
two of thefe trunks or cylinders are placed fo nigh together, that a man Handing be¬ 
tween them may work them both at once alternately, one with each hand. They have 
neither vice nor anvil, but a great hard flone or a piece of an old gun, to hammer 
upon: yet they will perform their work, making both common u ten fils and iron¬ 
works about fhips to admiration. They work altogether with charcoal. Every man 
almoft is a carpenter, for they can work with the axe and adz. Their axe is but 
final!, and fo made that they can take it out of the helve, and by turning it make an 
adz of it. They have no faws; but when they make plank, they fplit the tree in 
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two, and make a plank of each part, plaining it with the axe and adz. This requires 
much pains, and takes up a great deal of time; but they work cheap, and the good- 
nefs of the plank thus hewed, which hath its grain preferved entire, makes amends for 
their coft and pains. 

They build good and ferviceable fhips or barks for the lea, ibme for trade, others 
for pleafure; and I'ome fhips of war. Their trading veffels they fend chiefly to 
Manila. Thither they tranfport bees’-wax, which, I think, is the only commodity 
beiidcs gold that they vend there. The inhabitants of the city of Mindanao get a 
great deal of bees’-wax themfelves: but the greateft quantity they purchafe is of the 
mountaineers, from whom they alfo get the gold which they fend to Manila ; and with 
thefe they buy their calicoes, nmflins, and China filk. They fend fcmetimes their 
barks to Borneo and other iflands; but what they tranfport thither, or import from 
thence, I know not. The Dutch come hither in Hoops from Temate and Tidore, 
and buy rice, bees’-wax, and tobacco: for here is a great deal of tobacco grows on 
this ifland, more than in any ifland or country in the Eafl Indies, that I know of, 
Manila only excepted. It is an excellent fort of tobacco; but thefe people have not 
the art of managing this trade to their belt advantage, as the Spaniards have at Ma¬ 
nila. I do believe the feeds were firft brought hither from Manila by the Spaniards, 
and even thither, in all probability from America: the difference between the Min¬ 
danao and Manila tobacco is, that the Mindanao tobacco is of a darker colour ; and 
the leaf larger and groffer than the Manila tobacco, being propagated or planted in a 
fatter foil. The Manila tobacco is of a bright yellow colour, of an indifferent fize, 
not ftrong, but pleafant to fmoke. The Spaniards at Manila are very curious about 
this tobacco, having a peculiar way of making it up neatly in the leaf. For they take 
two little Hicks, each about a foot long, and flat, and placing the ftalks of the tobacco 
leaves in a row, forty or fifty of them between the two flicks, they bind them hard 
together, fo that the leaves hang dangling down ; one of thefe bundles is fold for a'’ 
rial at Fort St. George: but you may have ten or twelve pounds of tobacco at Min¬ 
danao for a rial ; and the tobacco is as good, or rather better than the Manila tobacco, 
but they have not that vent for it as the Spaniards have. 

The Mindanao people are much troubled with a fort of leprofy, the fame as we 
obferved at Guam. This diftemper runs with a dry feurf all over their bodies, and 
caufeth great itching in thofe that have it, making them frequently fcratch and icrub 
themfelves, which raifeth the outer fkin in fmall whitifh flakes, like the feales of little 
fifli, when they are raffed on end with a knife. This makes their fkin extraordinary 
rough, and in fome you fhall fee broad white fpots in feveral parts of their body. I 
judge fuch have had it, but were cured; for their fkins were fmooth, and I did not 
perceive them to ferub themfelves: yet I have learnt from their own mouths that 
thefe fpots were from this diftemper. Whether they ufe any means to cure themfelves, 
or whether it goes away of ltfelf, 1 know not! but I did not perceive that they made 
any great matter of it, for they did never refrain any company for it; none of our 
people caught it of them, for we were afraid of it, and kept oft. They are fome times 
troubled with the fmall-pox, but their ordinary diftempers are fevers, agues, fluxes, 
with great pains and gripings in their guts. The country affords a great many drugs 
and medicinal herbs, whofe virtues are not unknown to fome of them that pretend to 
cure the fick. r 

The Mindanao men have many wives: but what ceremonies are ufed when they 
marry I know not. There is commonly a great feaft made by the bridegroom to 
entertain his friends, and the mo ft part of the night is fpent in mirth. 
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The Sultan is abfolute in his power over all his fubje&s. He is but a poor Prince ; 
hr as I mentioned before, they have but little trade, and therefore cannot be rich. 
If the fultan underftands that any man has money, if it be but twenty dollars, which 
is a great matter among them, he will fend to borrow fo much money, pretending 
urgent occafions for it; and they dare not deny him. Sometimes he will fend to fell 
one thing or another that he hath to difpofe of, to fuch whom he knows to have 
money, and they muft buy it, and give him his price; and if afterwards he hath oc- 
cafion for the fame thing, he muft have it if he fends for it. He is but a little man, 
between fifty or fixty years old, and by relation very good-natured, but over-ruled 
by thofe about him. He has a queen, and keeps about twenty-nine women, or wives 
more, in whofe company he fpends nioft of his time. He has one daughter by hi^ 
fultanefs or queen, and a great many fons and daughters by the reft. Thefe walk 
about the ftreets, and would be always begging things of us; but it is reported, that 
the young Princefs is kept in a room and never ftirs out, and that flie did never fee 
any man but her father and Raja Laut her uncle, being then about fourteen years 
old. 

When the fultan vifits his friends he is carried in a fmall couch on four men’s 
(houlders, with eight or ten armed men to guard him; but he never goes far this way; 
for the country is very woody, and they have but little paths, which renders it the lefs 
commodious. When he takes his pleafure by water, he carries fome of his wives 
along with him. The proes that are built for this purpofe, are large enough to en¬ 
tertain fifty or fixty perfons or more. The hull is neatly built, with a round head 
and ftem, and over the hull there is a fmall flight houfe built with bamboos; the 
fides are made up with fplit bamboos, about four feet high, with little windows in them 
of the fame, to open and fhut at their pleafure. The roof is almoft flat, nearly 
thatched with palmeto leaves. This houfe is divided into two or three fmall partitions 
or chambers, one particularly for himfelf. This is neatly matted underneath and round 
the fides, and there is a carpet and pillows for him to fleep on. The fecond room is 
for his women, much like the former. The third is for the fervants, who tend them 
with tobacco and betel-nut; for they are always chewing or fmoking. The fore 
and afterparts of the veffel are for the mariners to fit and row. Befides this, they 
have outlayers, fuch as thofe I defcribed at Guam ; only the boats and outlayers here 
are larger. Thefe boats are more round, like a half-moon almoft; and the bam¬ 
boos or outlayers that reach from the boat are alfo crooked. Befides, the boat is 
not flat on one fide here, as at Guam ; but hath a belly and outlayers on each fide: 
and whereas at Guam there is a little boat fattened to the outlayers, that lies in the 
water; the beams or bamboos here are fattened traverfewife to the outlayers on each 
fide, and touch not the water like boats, but one, three, or four feet above the water, 
and ferve for the barge-men to fit and row and paddle on ; the infide of the veffel, 
except only juft afore and abaft, being taken up with the apartments for the paffengers. 
There run acrofs the outlayers two tier of beams for the paddlers to fit on, on each fide 
the veffel. The lower tier of thefe beams is not above a foot from the water; fo that 
upon any the leaft reeling of the veffel, the beams are dipped into the water, and the 
men that fit are wet up to their wafte; their feet feldom efcaping the water. And 
thus, as all our veffels are rowed from within, thefe are paddled from without. 

The fultan hath a brother called Raja Laut, a brave man. He is the fecond man in 
the kingdom. All ftrangers that come hither to trade muft make their addrefs to him, 
for all fea-affairs belong to him. He licenfeth ftrangers to import or export any com¬ 
modity, and ’tis by his permiflion that the natives themfelves are fuffered to trade ; nay, 
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the very filhermen muft take a permit from him ; fo that there is no man can come 
into the river or go out of it but by his leave. He is two or three years younger than 
the fultan, and a little man like him. He has eight women, by fome of whom he hath 
iffue. He hath only one fon, about twelve or fourteen years old, who was circumcifed 
while we were there. His eldeft fon died a.little before we came hither, for whom he 
was Hill m great heavinefs. If he had lived a little longer he fliould have married the 
young princefsbut whether this fecond fon muft have her I know not, for I did never 
hear any difcourfe about it. Raja Laut is a very fharp man : he fpeaks and writes 
Spanifh, which he learned in his youth. He has, by often converging with ftrangers, 
got a great fight into the cuftoms of other nations, and by Spanifh books has fbrae 
knowledge of Europe. He is general of the Mindanayans, and is accounted an expert 
foldter, and a very ftout man; and the women in their dances, fing many fongs in his 
praife. 

The fultan of Mindanao fometimes makes war with his neighbours the mountaineers, 
or Alfoores. Their weapons are fwords, lances, and fome hand-creffets. The creffet 
is a fmall thing like a bayonet, which they always wear in war or peace, at work or 
play, from the greateft of them to the pooreft, or the meaneft perfons. They do never 
meet each other fo as to have a pitched battle, but they build fmall works or forts of 
timber, wherein they plant little guns, and lie in fight of each other two or three months 
Ikirmifhing every day in fmall parties, and fometimes furprifing a breaft-work; and 
whatever fide is like to be worfted, if they have no probability to efcape by flight, they 
fell their lives as dear as they can; for there is feldom any quarter given, but the con¬ 
queror cuts and hacks his enemies to pieces. 

The religion of thefe people is Mahometanifm. Friday is their fabbath: but I did 
never fee any difference that they make between this day and any other day ; only the 
fultan himfelf goes then to the mofque twice. Raja Laut never goes to the mofque, 
but prays at certain hours, eight or ten times in a day j wherever he is, he is very 
punctual to his canonical hours, and if he be aboard will go afhore, on purpofe to pray; 
for no bufinefs nor company hinders him from this duty. Whether he is at home or 
abroad, in a houfe or in the field, he leaves all his company, and goes about one hun¬ 
dred yards off, and there kneels down to his devotion. " He firft kiffes the ground, ’* 
then prays aloud, and divers times in his prayers he kiffes the ground, and does the 
lame when he leaves off. His fervants and his wives and children talk and fing, or 
play how they pleafe all the time, but himfelf is very ferious. The meaner fort of 
people have little devotion ; I did never fee any of them at their prayers, or go into a 
mofque. 

In the fultan’s mofque there is a great drum, with but one head, called a gong • 
which is inftead of a clock. This gong is beaten at twelve o’clock, at three fix and 
nine; a man being appointed for that fervice. He has a flick as big as a mail’s arm 
with a great knob at the end, bigger than a man’s fift, made with cotton, bound faft 
with finall cords : with this he ftrikes the gong as hard as he can, about twenty ftrokes- 
beginning to ftrike leifurely the firft five or fix ftrokes, then he ftrikes fafter, and at 
laft ftrikes as faft as he can ; and then he ftrikes again flower and flower fo many more 
ftrokes: thus he rifes and falls three times, and'then leaves off till three hours after. 
This is done night and day. 

They circumcife the males at eleven or twelve years of age, or older ; and many are 
circumcifed at once. This ceremony is performed with a great deal of folemnity 
There had been no circumcifion for fome years before our being here ; and then there 
was one for Raja Laut’s fon. They choofe to have a general circumcifion when the 
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Sultan or general, or fome other great’ perfon hath a fon fit to be drcnmcifed; for 
with him a great many more are circumcifed. There is notice given, about 
eight or ten days before, for all men to appear in arms; and great preparation is 
made againft the folemn day. In the morning, before the boys are circumcifed, 
prefents are fent to the father of the child that keeps the feaft, which, as I faid 
before, is either the fultan or fome great perfon; and about ten or eleven o’clock the 
Mahometan prieft does his office. He takes hold of the foreikin with two flicks, 
and with a pair of fciffars fnips it off. After this moll of the men, both in city and 
country being in arms before the houfe, begin to aft as if they were engaged with an 
enemy, having fuch arms as I defcribed. Only one afts at a time; the reft make * 
great ring of two or three hundred yards round about him. He that is to excrcife 
comes into the ring with a great ffiriek or two, and a horrid look; then he fetches two 
or three large ftately ftrides and falls to work. He holds his broad-fvvord in one hand, 
and his lance in the other, and traverfes his ground, leaping from one fide of the ring 
to the other; and, in a menacing pofture and look, bids defiance to the enemy whom 
his fancy frames to him; for there is nothing but air to oppofe him. Then he ftamps 
and ffiakes his head, and grinning with his teeth makes many rueful faces. Then he 
throws his lance, and nimbly fnatches out his creflet, with which he hacks and hews 
the air like a mad-man, often ffirieking. At lart being aimoft tired with motion, he 
fiies to the middle of the ring, where he feems to have his enemy at his mercy, and 
with two or three blows cuts on the ground as if he was cutting off his enemy’s head. 
By this time he is all of a fweat, and withdraws triumphantly out of the ring, and 
prefently another enters with the like flirieks and geftures. Thus they continue com¬ 
bating their imaginary enemy all the reft of the day; towards the concluffon of which 
the richeft men aft, and at laft the general, and then the fultan concludes this cere¬ 
mony : he and the general, with fome other great men, are in armour, but the reft 
have none. After this the fultan returns home, accompanied with abundance of people, 
who wait on him there till they are diftniffed. But at the time when we were there, 
there was an after-game to be played ; for the general’s fon being then circumcifed, 
the fultan intended to give him a fecond vifit in the night, fo they all waited to attend 
him thither. The general alfo provided to meet him in the belt manner, and therefore 
defired Captain Swan with his men to attend him. Accordingly Captain Swan ordered 
us to get our guns and wait at the general’s houfe till further orders. So about forty 
of us waited till eight o’clock in the evening; when the general with Captain Swan, and 
about one thoufand men, went to meet the fultan, with abundance of torches that 
made it as light as day. The manner of the march was thus: firft of all there was a 
pageant, and upon it two dancing women gorgeoufly apparelled, with coronets on their 
heads, full of glittering fpangles, and pendants of the fame, hanging down over their 
breaft and fhoulders. Thefe are women bred up purpofely for dancing : their feet and 
legs are but little employed, except foraetimes to turn round very gently; but their 
hands, arms, head, and body, are in continual motion, efpedally their arms, which they 
turn and twift fo ftrangely, that you would think them to be made without bones. 
Befides the two dancing women, there were two old women in the pageant holding 
each a lighted torch in their hands, clofe by the two dancing women, by which 
light the glittering fpangles appeared very glorioufly. This pageant was carried by 
fix lufty men: then came fix or feven torches, lighting the general and Captain Swan, 
who marched fide by fide next, and we that attended Captain Swan followed clofe 
after, marching in order fix and fix abreaft, with each mail his gun on his flioulder, 
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End torches on each fide. After us came twelve of the general’s men, with old Spa- 
nifli matchlocks, marching four in a row. After them about forty lances, and behind 
them as many with great fwords, marching all in order. After them came abundance 
only with creffets by their fides, who marched up clofe without any order* Vi nen we 
came near the fultan's houfe, the fultan and his men met us, and we wheeled ott 
to let them pafs. The fultan had three pageants went before him : in the firft pageant 
were four of his fans, who were about ten or eleven years old ; they had gotten 
abundance of fmall (tones, which they roguifhly threw about on the people s heads * 
in the next were four young maidens, nieces to the fultan, being his filter s daughters; 
and in the third, there was three of the fultan's children, not above fix years old* 1 he 
fultan htmfelf followed next, being carried in his couch, which was not like you* In¬ 
dian palankin* but open, and very little and ordinary* A multitude of.people came 
after, without any order: but as foon as he was paft by, the general and Captain Swan, 
and all our men, clofed in juft behind the fultan, and fo all marched together to the 
general's houfe* We came thither between ten and eleven o'clock, where the great- 
eft part of the company were immediately difmifted ; but the fultan and his children, 
and his nieces, and fome other perfons of quality, entered the general's houfe. I hey 
were met at the head of the flairs by the general's women, who with a great deal of 
refpeft condti&ed them into the houfe* Captain Swan, and we that were with him, 
followed after. It was not long before the general caufed his dancing-women to enter 
the room and divert the company with that paftime. I had forgot to teljyou that they 
have none but vocal mufic here, by what I could learn, except only a row of a kind 
of bells without clappers, fix teen in number, and their weight increafmg gradually 
from about three to ten pound weight. Thefe are fet in a row on a table in the ge¬ 
neral's houfe, where for feven or eight days together before the circumcifion day, they 
were ftruck each with a little ftick for the biggeft part of the day, making a great 
noife, and they ceafed that morning* So thefe dancing-women fung themfelves, and 
danced to their own mufic* After this the general's women, and the fultan's fons, and 
his nieces, danced. Two of the fultan's nieces were about eighteen or nineteen years 
old, the other two were three or four years younger. Thefe young ladies were very 
richly drafted, with loofe garments of filk, and fmall coronets on their heads* They 
were much fairer than any women 1 did ever fee there, and very well featured - and 
their nofes, though but fmall, yet higher than the other women's, and very well propor¬ 
tioned* When the ladies had very welt diverted themfelves and the company with 
dancing, the general caufed us to fire fome fky-rockets, that were made by his and 
Captain Swan's order purpofely for this night's folemnity; and after that the fultan 
and his retinue went away, with a few attendants, and we all broke up: and thus ended 
this day's folemnity. But the boys, being fore with their amputation, went ft raddling 
for a fortnight after- 

They are not, as I faid before, very curious, or ftrifl: in obferving any days, or times 
of particular devotions, except it be Ramdom time, as we call it* The Ram dam time 
was then in Auguft, as I take it, for it was Jfhortly after our arrival here* In this time 
they faft all day, and about feven o'clock in the evening they fpend near an hour in 
prayer* Towards the latter end of their prayer they loudly invoke their prophet for 
about a quarter o t an hour, both old and young bawling out very ftrangely, as if they 
intended to fright him out of his fleepinefs or neglect of them. After their prayer is 
ended, they fpend fome time in feafting before they take their repofe. Thus they do 
every day for a whole month at leaft $ for fometimes it is two or three days longer 
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before the Ramdani ends : for it begins at the new moon, and lalls till they fee the 
next new moon, which fometimes in thick hazy weather is not till three or four days 
after the change, as it happened while I was at Achin, where they continued the Ram- 
dam till the new moon's appearance. The next day after they have feen the new moon, 
the guns are all difeharged about noon, and then the time ends. 

A main part of their religion con fills in wafliing often, to keep themfelv r es from 
being defiled ; or after they are defiled to cleanfe themfelves again. They alfo take 
great care to keep themfelves from being polluted, by tailing or touching any thing 
Siat Is accounted unclean ; therefore fwine's flefh is very abominable to them ; nay, 
any one that hath either tailed of fwine's flefli, or touched thofe creatures, is not per¬ 
mitted to come into their houfes in many days after, and there is nothing will fcare them 
more than a fwine. Yet there are wild hogs in the illands, and thofe fo plentiful, that 
they will come in troops out of the woods in the night into the very city, and come 
under their houfes to rummage up and down the filth that they find there. The na¬ 
tives therefore would even defire us to lie in wait for the hogs to dellroy them, which 
we did frequently, by ihooring them and carrying them presently on board, but were 
prohibited their houfes afterwards* 

And now I am on this fubjedl, I cannot omit a ftory concerning the general. He 
once defired to have a pair of Aoes made after the Englifh falhion, though he did very 
Seldom wear any; fo one of our men made him a pair, which the general liked very well. 
Afterwards fbme body told him, that the thread wherewith the (hoes were fewed were 
pointed with hog's briftles. This put him into a great pafllon ; fo he fent the fhoes 
to the man that made them, and fent him withal more leather to make another pair, 
with threads pointed with feme other hair, which was immediately done, and then he 
was well pleafed. 

CHAP. III. — Their taafting along the JJle of Mindanao,from a Bay on the Eajl Side to 
another at the South-eajl End* — Tornados and boijlerous Weather . — The South-eajl, 
Coqfl 7 and its Savannah and Plenty of Deer* — They coafi along the South Side to the 
River of Mindanao City , and anchor there . — The Sultan 9 s Brother and Son come 
aboard , and invite them to fettle there* — Of the Feajtblenefs and probable Advantage of 
fuch a Settlement from the neighbouring Gold and Spice (/lands. — Of the bejl Way to 
Mindanao by the South Sea and Terra Attjlralis ; and of an accidental Dfcovery there 
by Captain Davis? and a Probability of a greater* — The Capacity they were in to fettle 
here . — The Mmdanayans meafuretheir Ship . — Captain Swan’s Prefentto the Sultan; 
his Reception of it, and Audience given to Captain Swan? with Raja Laut? the Sultan’s 
Brother’s Entertainment of him ^— The Contents of two Englifh Letters fhewn them by 
the Sultan of Mindanao. —* Of the Commodities? and the Punijhments there* — The 
General’s Caution how to demean themfelves ; at his Perfuafion they lay up their Ships 
in the River* — The Mandanayans’ Careffes. -~The great Rains and Floods of the City * 

— The Mandanayans have Chinefe Accountants* — How their Women dance . — A Story 
of one John Thacker , — Their Bark eaten up? and their Ship endangered by the Worm* 

— Of the Worms here and elfewhere . —Of Captain Swan . — Raja Laid, the General’s 
Deceitfulnefs* <— Hunting wild Kine . — The Prodigality of feme of the Englifh. — 
Captain Swan treats with a young Indian of a SpiceAJland* — A Hunting Voyage with 
the General* — His punijhing a Servant of his . — Of his Wives and Women . — A Sort 
of Jlrong Rice-Drink. — The General’s foul Dealing and Exactions. — Captain Swan’s 
Uneaftnefs and indifereet Management. — His Men mutiny* — Of a Snake iwijling 
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about one of their Neds. — The main Part of the Crew go away with the Ship, leav¬ 
ing Captain Swan and fame of his Men: fevcral others poifoned there. 

HAVING in the two Iaft chapters given fome account of the natural, civil, and 
religious Hate of Mindanao, I lhall now go on with the profecution of our affairs during 
our Hay there. 

It was in a bay on the north-eaft fide of the ifland that we came to an anchor, as 
hath been faid. We lay in this bay but one night, and part of the next day. Vet 
there we got fpeech with fome of the natives, who by figns made us to underhand, 
that the city of Mindanao was on the weft fide of the ifland. We endeavoured to per- 
fuade one of them to go with us to be our pilot, but he would not: therefore in the 
afternoon we loofed from hence, fleering again to the fouth-eaft, having the wind at 
fouth-weft. When we came to the fouth-eaft end of the ifland Mindanao, we faw two 
fmall iHands about three leagues diftant from it. We might have palled between them 
and the main ifland, as we learnt fince; but not knowing them, nor what dangers we 
might encounter there, we chofe rather to fail to the eaftward of them ; but meeting 
very ftrong vvefterly winds we got nothing forward in many days. In this time we firft 
faw the iflands Meangis, which are about fixteen leagues diftant from the Mindanao, 
bearing fouth-eaft. I lhall have occafion to Ipeak more of them hereafter. 

The 4th day of July we got into a deep bay, four leagues north-weft from the two 
fmall iflands before mentioned. But the night before, in a violent tornado, our bark 
being unable to bear any longer, bore away, which put us in fome pain for fear file was 
overfet, as we had like to have been ourfelves. We anchored on the fouth-weft fide 
of the bay, in fifteen fathoms water, about a cable’s length from Ihore. Here we were 
forced to Ihelter ourfelves from the violence of the weather, which was fo boifterous 
with rains and tornados and a ftrong wefteriy wind, that we were very glad to find this 
place to anchor in, being the only Ihelter on this fide from the weft winds. 

This bay is not above two miles wide at the mouth, but farther in it is three leagues 
wide, and feven fathoms deep, running north-north-weft. There is a good depth of 
water about four or five leagues in, but rocky foul ground for about two leagues in 
from the mouth on both fides of the bay, except only in that place where we lay. 
About three leagues in from the mouth, on the eaftern fide, there are fair fandy bays, 
and very good anchoring in four, five and fix fathoms. The land on the eaft fide is 
high, mountainous and woody, yet very well watered with fraall brooks, and there is 
one river large enough for canoes to enter. On the weft fide of the bay the land is of 
a mean height with a large favannah bordering on the fea, and ftretching from the 
mouth of the bay a great way to the weftward. 

This favannah abounds with long grafs, and it is plentifully flocked with deer. The 
adjacent woods are a covert for them in the heat of the day; but mornings and even¬ 
ings they feed in the open plains as thick as in our parks in England. I never faw any 
where fuch plenty of wild deer, though I have met with them in feveral parts of 
America, both in the north and fourh feas. 

The deer five here pretty peaceably and uninolefted, for there are no inhabitants on 
that fide of the bay. We vifited this favannah every morning, and killed as many 
deer as vve pleafed, fometimes fixteen or eighteen in a day j and we did eat nothing but 
venifon all the time we flayed there. 

We faw a great many plantations by the fides of the mountains, on the eaft fide of 
the bay, and we went to one of them, in hopes to learn of the inhabitants whereabouts 
the city was, that we might not over-fail in the night, but they fled front us. 
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We lay here till the twelfth day before the winds abated of their fury, and then we 
failed from hence, directing our courfe to the weitward. In the morning we had a 
land-wind at north. At eleven o’clock the fea breeze came at weft juft in our teeth, 
but it being fair weather we kept on our way, turning and taking the advantage of the 
land-breezes by night and the fea-breezes by day. 

Being now pad the fouth-eaft part of the ifland we coafled down on the fouth fide, 
and we faw abundance of canoes a fiihing, and now and then a final l village. Neither 
were thefe inhabitants afraid of us, as the former, but came aboard ; yet we could not 
underftand them nor they us but by figns ; and when we mentioned the word Min¬ 
danao they would point towards it. 

The i Sth day of July we arrived before the river of Mindanao, the mouth of which 
lies in latitude 6 degrees 22 minutes north, and is laid in 231 degrees 12 minutes longi¬ 
tude weft, from the Lizard in England. We anchored right againft the river in fifteen 
fathom water, dear hard fand ; about two miles from the ftiore, and three or four miles 
from a fmall ifland that lay without us to the foudiward, We fired feven or nine guns, 
I remember not well which, and were anfwered again with three from the fhore, for 
which we gave one again* Immediately after our coming to an anchor, Raja Laut and 
one of the Sultan’s foils came off in a canoe, being rowed with ten oars, and demanded 
In Spanifh what we were, and from whence we came ? Mr. Smith (he who was 
taken prifoner at Leon in Mexico) anfwered in the fame language that we wereEogHfti, 
and that we had been a great while out of England. They told us that we were wel¬ 
come, and aiked us a great many queftions about England ; efpecially concerning our 
Eaft India merchants, and whether we were fent by them to fettle a factory here ? 
Mr. Smith told them that we came hither only to buy provifion. They feemed a little 
difcon tented when they under flood that we were not come to fettle among them j for 
they had heard of our arrival on the eaft fide of the ifland a great while before, and 
entertained hopes that we were fent purpofely out of England hither to fettle a trade 
with them, which it fhould feem they are very defirous of: for Captain Goodlud had 
been here not long before to treat with them about It ; and when he went away told 
them, as they faid. that in fliort time they might expert an atnbaffador from England 
to make a full bargain with them. 

Indeed, upon mature thoughts, I fhould think we could not have done better than 
to have complied with the defire they feemed to have of our fettling here ; and to have 
taken up our quarters among them. For as thereby we might better have eonfulted 
our own profit and fatisfaclion, than by the other loofe roving way of life; fo it might 
probably have proved of public benefit to our nation, and been a means of introducing 
an Englifh fettlement and trade, not only here, but through feveral of the fpicedfiands 
which lie in its neighbourhood. 

For the iflands Meangis, which I mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, lie 
within twenty leagues of Mindanao. Thefe are three fmall iflands that abound with 
gold and cloves, if I may credit my author. Prince Jeoly, who was born on one of them, 
and was at that time a flave in the city of Mindanao. He might have been purchafed 
by us pf his mafter for a fmall matter (as he was afterwards by Mr. Moody, who came 
hither to trade, and laded a fhip with clove-bark), and by tranfporting him home to 
his own country, we might have gotten a trade there. But of Prince Jeoly I fhall 
fpeak more hereafter. Thefe iflands are as yet probably unknown to the Dutch, who, 
as 1 faid before, endeavour to engrofs all the fpice into their own hands. 

There was another opportunity offered us here of fettling on another fpice-ifland 
that was very well inhabited; for the inhabitants fearing the Dutch, and underftand- 
ing that the Englifh were fettling at Mindanao, their Sultan fent his nephew to Minda¬ 
nao 
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mo while we were there to Invite us thither. Captain Swan conferred with him about 
it divers times, and I do believe he had feme inclination to accept the offer, and I am 
fare mod of the men were for it; but this never came to a head, fgr want of a true 
underfbmding between Captain Swan and his men, as may be declared hereafter* 

Bcfide the benefit which might accrue from this trade with Meangis, and other the 
fpice ifiands, the Philippine ifiands themfelves, by a little care and induftry, might have 
afforded us a very beneficial trade, and all thefe trades might have been managed from 
Mindanao, by fettling there firft. For that ifland lieth very convenient for trading 
either to the fpice-iflands, or to the reft of the Philippine ifiands ; fmee as its foil is 
much of the Jame nature with either of them, fo it lies as it were in the centre of the 
gold and fpice trade in thefe parts ; the ifiands north of Mindanao abounding inoft in 
gold, and thefe fouth of Meangis in fpice. 

As the ifland Mindanao lies very convenient for trade fo conjfidering its di fiance, 
the way thither may not be overlong and tirefome. The courfe that I would choofe 
Ihould be to fet out of England about the latter end of Auguft, and to pafs round 
Terra del Fuego, and fo ft retching over towards new Holland, coaft it along that 
fliorc till I came near to Mindanao ; or firft I would coaft down near the American 
fliore, as far as I found convenient, and then direct my courfe accordingly for the 
ifland. By this I fhould avoid coming near any of the Dutch fettlements, and be 
fure to meet always with a conftant brifk eafterly trade-wind, after I was once paft 
Terra del Fuego, Whereas in palling about the Cape of Good Hope, after you are 
Jhot over the Eaft Indian occean and are to come to the ifiands, you muft pafs through 
the Streights of Malacca or Sandy, or elfe forne other ftreigbts eaft from Java, where 
you will be fure to meet with contrary winds, go on which fide of the equator you 
pleafe ; and this would require ordinarily feven or eight months for the voyage, but 
the other I fhould hope to perform in fix or feven at moft. In your return from 
thence alfo you muft obferve the fame rule as the Spaniards do in going front Manila 
to Acapulco; only as they run towards the north pole for variable winds, fo you 
muft run to the fouthward, till you meet with a wind that will carry you over to 
Terra del Fuego. There are places enough to touch at for refrefhment, either 
going or coming. You may touch going thither on either fide of Terra Patagonia, 
or, if you pleafe, at the Gallapagoes Ifiands, where there is refrefiiment enough ; and 
returning you may probably touch fomewhere on New Holland, and fo make fome 
profitable difeovery in thefe places without going out of your way. And to fpeak 
my thoughts freely, I believe it is owing to the negle£t of this eafy way that all that 
vaft tra£t of Terra Auftralis which bounds the South Sea is yet undifeovered : thofe 
that crofs that fea feeming to defign fome bufinefs on the Peruvian or Mexican coaft, 
and fo leaving that at a diftance. To confirm which, I fhall add what Captain Davis 
told me lately, that after his departure from us at the haven of Ria Lexa, (as is 
mentioned in the eight chapter,) he went after feveral traverfes to the Gallapagoes, 
and that Handing thence fouthward for wind, to bring him about Terra del Fuego, 
in the latitude of twenty-feven l'outh, about five-hundred leagues from Copayapo, on 
the coaft or Chili, he faw a final! Tandy ifland juft by him; and that they faw to the 
weft ward of it a long traft of pretty high land, tending away towards the north- 
weft out of fight. This might probably be the coaft of Terra Auftralis Incognita. 

But to return to Mindanao : as to the capacity we were then in, of fettling ourfelves 
at Mindanao, although we were not fent out of any fuch defign of fettling, yet we 
were as well provided or better, confidering all circumftances, than if we had. For 
there was fcarce any ufeful trade but fome or other of us underftood it. We had 
lawyers, carpenters, joiners, brickmakers, bricklayers, fhoemakers, tailors, &c. 
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we only wanted a good fmith for great work; which we might have had at Mindanao. 
We were very well provided with iron, lead, and all forts of tools, as faws, axes, 
hammers, &c. We had powder and fhot enough, and very good fmall arms. If we 
had defigned to build a fort, we could have fpared eight or ten guns out of our fhip, 
and men enough to have managed it, and any affair of trade befide. We had alfo 
a great advantage above raw men that are fent out of England into thefe places, who 
proceed ufually too cautioufly, coldly and formally, to compafs any confiderable 
defign, which experience better teaches than any rules whatfoever; befides the danger of 
their lives in fo great and fudden a change of air: whereas we were all inured to 
hot climates, hardened by many fatigues, and in general daring men, and fuch as 
would not be eafily baffled. To add one thing more, our men were alrnoft tired, 
and began to defire a quietus eft ; and therefore they would gladly have feated them- 
felves any where. We had a good fflip too, and enough of us (befide what might 
have been fpared to manage our new fettlement) to bring the news with the efiecls to 
the owners in England : for Captain Swan had already five thoufand pounds in gold, 
which he and his merchants received for goods fold moftly to Captain Harris and his 
men : which if he had laid but part of it out in fpice, as probably he might have 
done, would have fatisfied the merchants to their hearts’ content. So much by way 
of digreffion. 

To proceed therefore with our firft reception at Mindanao; Raja Laut and his 
nephew fat ftiJI in their canoa, and would not come aboard us; becaufe as they faid, 
they had no orders from the Sultan. After about half an hour’s difcourfe they took 
their leaves $ firft inviting Captain Swan alhore, and promifing to affift him in getting 
provifion; which they faid at prefent was fcarce, but in three or four months’ time 
the rice would be gathered in, and then he might have as much as he pleafed: and 
that in the mean time he might fecure his fhip in fome convenient place, for fear of 
the wefterly winds, which they faid would be very violent at the latter end of this 
month, and all the next, as we found them. 

We did not know the quality of thefe two perlbns till after they were gone; etfe 
we fhould have fired fome guns at their departure : when they were gone a certain 
officer under the Sultan came aboard and meafured our fhip. A cuftom derived 
from the Chinefe, who always meafure the length and breadth, and the depth of the 
hold of all fhips that come to load there : by which means they know how much 
each fhip will carry. But for what reafon this cuftom is ufed either by the Chinefe, 
or Mindanao men, I could never learn; unlefs the Mindanayans defign. by this 
means to improve their fkill in fhipping, againft they have a trade. 

Captain Swan confidering that the feafon of the year would oblige us to fpend fome 
time at this ifland, thought it convenient to make what intereft he could with the 
Sultan; who might afterwards either obftruft or advance his defigns. He there¬ 
fore immediately provided a prefent to fend afhore to the Sultan, viz. three yards 
of fearlet doth, three yards of broad gold lace, a turkifli fcimiter and a pair of piltols: 
and to Raja Laut he fent three yards of fearlet cloth, and three yards of hirer lace. 
This prefent was carried by Mr. Henry More in the evening. He was firft con¬ 
ducted to Raja Laut’s houfe; where he remained till report thereof was made to the 
Sultan, who immediately gave order for all things to be made ready to receive him. 

About nine o’clock at night, a meffenger came from the Sultan to bring the 
prefent away. Then Mr. More was conducted all the way with torches and armed 
men, till he came to the houfe where the Sultan was. The Sultan with eight or 
ten men of his council were feated on carpets, waiting his coming. The prefent 
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that Mr. More brought was laid down before them, and was very kindly accepted 
by the Sultan, who caufed Mr. More to lit down by them, and alked a great many 
queflions of him. The difcourfe was in Spanilh by an interpreter. This conference 
lalted about an hour, and then he was dil'milt, and returned again to Raja Laut’s 
houfe. There was a fupper provided for him, and the boat’s crew; after which he 
returned aboard. 

The next day the Sultan fentfor Captain Swan ; he immediately went on lhore with 
a flag flying in the boat’s head, and two trumpets founding all the way. When he 
came alhore, he was met at his landing by two principal officers, guarded along 
with foldliers and abundance of people gazing to fee him. The Sultan waited for 
him in his chamber of audience, where Captain Swan was treated with tobacco and 
betel, which was all his entertainment. 

# 1 he Sultan fent for two Englilh letters for Captain Swan to read, purpofely to let 
him know, that our Fall India merchants did defign to fettle here, and that they 
had already fent a ffiip hither.' One of thefe letters was fent to the Sultan from Eng¬ 
land, by the Eaft India merchants. The chiefeft things contained in it, as I remember, 
for 1 law it afterwards in the fecretary’s hand, who was very proud to Ihew it to us, 
was to delire foine privileges, in order to the building of a fort there. This letter 
was written in a very fair hand ; and between each line there was a, gold line drawn. 
The other letter was left by Captain Goodlud, directed to any Englilhmen who 
fliould happen to come thither. This related wholly to trade, giving an account at 
what rate he had agreed with them for goods of the iiland, and how European goods 
fliould be fold to them, with an account of their weights and meafures, and their 
difference from ours. 

The rate agreed on for Mindanao gold was fourteen Spanilh dollars, (which is a 
current coin all over India) the Englilh ounce, and eighteen dollars the Mindanao 
ounce. But for bee’s-wax and clove-bark, I do not remember the rates, neither do 
I well remember the rates of Europe commodities ; but I think the rate of iron was 
not above four dollars a hundred. Captain Goodlud’s letter concludes thus: « Trull 
none of them, for they are J all thieves, but tace is Latin for a candle.” We under- 
ftood afterwards that Captain Goodlud was robbed of fome goods by one of the 
general’s men, and that he that robbed him was fled into tile mountains, and could 
not be found while Captain Goodlud was here. But the fellow returning back to 
the city fome time after our arrival here, Raja Laut brought him bound to Captain 
Swan, and told him what he had done, defiring him to punilh him for it as he pleafed: 
but Captain Swan excufed himfelf, and fald it did not belong to him, therefore he 
would have nothing to do with it. However, the general Raja Laut would not 
pardon him, but punilhed him according to their own cuftom, which I did never fee 
but at this time. 

He was ftript Hark naked in the morning at fun rifmg, and bound to a poll, fo that 
he could not ltir hand nor foot, but as he was moved ; and was placed with his face 
ealtward againfl; the fun. ^ In the afternoon they turned his face towards the well 
that the iun might Hill be in his face; and thus he flood all day, parched in the fun 
(which lhines here cxceffively hot) and tormented with the molkitos or gnats : after 
this the general would have killed him, if Captain Swan had confented to it. I did 
never lee any put to death: but I believe they are barbarous enough in it. The 
general told us himfelf that he put two men to death in a town where fome of us 
were with him ; but I heard not the manner of it. Their common way of puniffiin^ 
15 to itrip them in this manner, and place them in the fun; but fometimes they lay 
5 them 
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them flat on their backs on the fand, which is very hot ; where they remain a whole 
day in the fcorching fun, with the moikitoes biting them all the time. 

This aftion of the general in offering Captain Swan die punifliment of the thief* 
caufed Captain Swan afterwards to make him the fame offer of his men, when any 
had offended the Mindanao men ; but the general left fuch offenders to be puniflied 
by Captain Swan, as he thought convenient. So that for the leafl offence Captain 
Swan ptmifhed his men, and that in the fight of the Mindanaians; and I think fame- 
times only for revenge ; as he did once punhli his chief mate Mr, Teat, he that came 
Captain of the bark to Mindanao, Indeed at that time Captain Swan had his men 
as much under command as if he had been in a King's fhip: and had he known how 
to ufe his authority, he might have led them to any fettlement, and have brought 
them to afiift him in any defign he had pleafed. 

Captain Swan being difmiffed from the Sultan, with abundance of civility, after 
about two hours difcourfe with him, went thence to Raja Laut’s houfe. Raja Laut 
had then fame difference with the Sultan, and therefore he was not prefent at the 
Sultan’s reception of our captain ; but waited his return, and treated him and all his 
men with boiled rice and fowls. He then told Captain Swan again, and urged it to 
him, that it would be belt to get his (hip into the river as foon as he could, becaufe 
of the ufual tempeftuous weather of this time of the year ; and that he fhould want 
no affi[lance to further him in any thing. He told him alfo, that as we muff of 
neceflity flay here fame time, fo our men would often come aftiore; and he there¬ 
fore defired him to warn his men to be careful to give no affront to the natives ; who 
he faid, were very revengeful. That their cuftoms being different from ours, he 
feared that Captain Swan's men might fome time or other offend them, though 
ignorantly ; that therefore he gave him this friendly warning to prevent it; that his 
houfe fhould always be open to receive him or any of his men, and that he, knowing 
our cuftoms, would never be offended at any thing* After a great deal of fuch 
difcourfe he difmift the captain and his company, who took their leave and came 
aboard* 

Captain Swan having feen the two letters, did not doubt but that the Englifh did 
defign to fettle a factory here: therefore he did not much Temple the honefty of thefe 
people, but immediately ordered us to get the fhip into the river. The river upon 
which the city of Mindanao ftands is but final!, and hath not above ten or eleven foot 
water on the bar at a fpring tide* Therefore we lightened our fhip, and the fpring 
coming on, we with much ado got her into the river, being aflifted by fifty or fixty 
Mindanaian fifbermen, who lived at the mouth of the river; Raja Laut himfelf being 
aboard our fiiip to dire£t them* We carried her about a quarter of a mile up, within 
the mouth of the river, and there moored her, head and ftern in a hole, where we 
always rode afloat. After this the citizens of Mindanao came frequently aboard to 
invite our men to their houfes, and to offer us pagallies* It was a long time fince any 
of us had received fuch friend (hip, and therefore we were the more eafily drawn to 
accept of their kindneffes; and in a very fhort time moft of our men got a comrade 
or two, and as many pagallies; efpecially fuch of us as' had good clothes, and [lore 
of gold, as many had, who were of the number of thofe that accompanied Captain 
Harris over thelfthmus of Darien, the reft of us being poor enough. Nay, the very 
pooreft and meaneft of us could hardly pafs the ftreets, but we were even hauled by 
force into their houfes, to be treated by them: although their treats were but mean, 
viz* tobacco, or betel-nut* or a little fweet fpiced water; yet their feeming fincerity, 
fimplicity, and the manner of bellowing thefe gifts, made them very acceptable. 
vol* XL e when 



Captain Swan did feldom go into any houfe at firft, but into Raja Laut s. Jhere 
he dined commonly every day ; and as many of his men as were afliore, and had no 
money to entertain themfelves, refer ted thither about twelve o clock, where they had 
rice enough boiled and well-dreft, and foine fcraps of fowls, or bits of buffaloe, di elt 
very naftily. Captain Swan was ferved a little better, and his two trumpeters founded 
all the time that he was at dinner. After dinner Raja Lant would^ fit and difcourfe 
with him moil part of the afternoon. It was now the Raindam time, therefore the 
general excufed himfelf, that he could not entertain our captain with dances, and other 
paftimes, as he intended to do when this folemn time was pail; befides, it was the 
very heighth of the wet feafon, and therefore not fo proper for paftjmes. 

We had now very tempeftuous weather, and exceffive rains, which fo fwelled the 
river, that it overflowed its banks; fo that we had much ado to keep our /hip fafe : 
for every now and then we fliould have a great tree come floating down the river and 
fometimes lodge again/t our bows, to the endangering the breaking our cables, and 
either the driving us in, over the banks, or carrying us out to fea j both which would 
have been very dangerous to us, efpecially being without ballaft. 

The city is about a mile long, of no great breadth, winding with the banks of the 
river on the right hand going up, though it hath many houfes on the other fide too. 
But at this time it feemed to Hand as in a pond, and there was no pafling from one 


lioufe to another but in canoes. This :ftuous rainy weather happened the latter 



end of July, and lafted moft part of Augult. 

When the bad weather was a little affuaged. Captain Swan hired a houfe to put 
our fails and goods in, while we careened our /hip. We had a great deal of iron and 
lead, which was brought afliore into this houfe. Of thefe commodities Captain Swan 
fold to the fultan or general, eight or ten tuns, at the rates agreed on by Captain. 
Goodlud, to be paid in rice. The Mindanaians are no good accomptants; therefore the 
Chinefe that live here do caft up their accompts for them. After this. Captain Swan 
bought timber trees of the general, and fet fome of our men to faw them into planks, 
to /heath the /hip’s bottom. He had two whip-faws on board, which he brought out 
of England, and four or five men that knew the ufe of them, for they had been fawyers 
in Jamaica. 

When the Ramdam time was over, and the dry time fet in a little, the general to 
oblige Captain Swan, entertained him every night with dances. The dancing women 
that are purpofely bred up to it, and make it their trade, I have already defcribed. 
But befide them all the women in general are much addi£ted to dancing. They 
dance forty or fifty at once j and that Handing all round in a ring, joined hand in 
hand, and finging and keeping time. But they never budge out of their places, nor 
make any motion till the chorus is fung; then all at once they throw out one leg and 
bawl out aloud ; and lometimes they only clap their hands when the chorus is fumr 
Captain Swan to retaliate the general’s favours feat for his violins, and fome that could 


4 


dance 


DAMPIER's ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES. 


3? 


dance Engliih dances ; wherewith the general was well very pleaTed. They com- 
monly fpent the biggeft part of the night m thefe fort ot pathmes. 

Amone the reft of our men that did ufe to dance thus before the general, there was 
one John Thacker, who was a feaman bred, and could neither write nor read ; but 
had formerly learnt to dance in the mufic-houfes about Wappmg: this man came into 
the South-feas with Captain Harris, and getting with 1 him a good quantity of g° ld ; and 
being a pretty good hufband of his fhare, had (till feme left, befides what he laid out 
In a very good fuit of cloaths. The general fuppofed by his garb and his dancing, 
that he had been of noble extraction ; and to be fatisfied of his quality, afked of one 
of our men, if he did not guefs aright of him ? The inan of whom the general alked 
this queftion told him he was much in the right; and that moll of our (hip s company 
were of the like extra&ion, efpecially all thofe that had fine cloaths ; and that they 
came aboard only to fee the world, having money enough to bear their expences when¬ 
ever they came ; but that for the reft, thofe that had but mean cloaths, they were 
only common Teamen. After this, the general fhewed a great deal of refpeft to all 
that had good cloaths, but efpedally to John Thacker, till Captain Swan came to 
know the bufinsfs, and marred all; undeceiving the general, and drubbing the noble¬ 
man ■ for he was fo much incenfed againft John Thacker, that he could never endure 
him afterwards, though the poor fellow knew nothing of the matter. 

About the middle of November we began to work on our fhip s bottom, which we 
found very much eaten with the worm: for this is a horrid place for worms. We 
did not know this till after we had been in the river a month; and then we found our 
canoes bottoms eaten like honey-combs ; our bark, which was a Angle bottom, was 
eaten through ; To that fhe could not fwim. But our Ihip was fheathed, and the worm 
came no further than the hair between the fheathing plank, and the main planx. W e 
did not miftruft the general’s knavery till now: for when he came down to our Hup, 
and found us ripping off the fheathing plank, and law the firm bottom underneath, 
he (hook his head, and feemed to be difeontented ; faying, he did never fee a fhip 
with two bottoms before. We were told that in this place, where we now lay, a 
Dutch fhip was eaten up in two months’ time, and the general had all her guns ; and 
it is probable he did exped to have had ours : which I do believe was the main reafon 
that made him fo forward in affifting us to get our fhip into the river, for when we 
came out again we had no affiftance from him. We had no worms till we came to this 
nlace: for when we careened at the Marias, the worm had not touched us; nor at 
Guam, for there we ferubbed; nor after we came to the liland Mindanao ; for at the 
fouth-eaft end of the ifland we heeled and ferubbed alfo. The Mindanaians are fo 
fenfible of thefe deftruaive infeas, that whenever they come from fea, they imme¬ 
diately hale their fhip into a dry dock, and burn her bottom, and there let her he dry 
rill they are ready to go to fea again. The canoes or prows they hale up dry and 
never fuffer them to be long in the water. It is reported that thofe worms which get 
into a ihip’s bottom in the fait water, will die in the frefli water ; and that the frefo 
water worms will die in fait water; but in the brackifh water both forts will mcreafe 
prodirioufly. Now this place where we lay was fometimes brackifh water, yet com¬ 
monly frelh; but what fort of worm this was I know not. Some men are of opinion, 
that thefe worms breed in the plank; but I am perfuaded they breedm the fea. for 
I have feen millions of them fwimmmg in the water, parUeulaily in the > j 
nama; for there Captain Davis, Captain Swan, and myfelf, and moft our men, did 
take notice of them divers times, which was the reafon of our cleaning fo _ _ 

we were there: and thefe were the largeft worms that I did ever c • 1 ^ een 
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feen them in Virginia, and in the bay of Campeachy $ in the latter of which places 
the worms eat prodigiously* They are always in bays, creeks, mouths of rivers, and 
fuch places as are near the fhore $ being never found far out at fea, that I could ever 
learn : yet a fhip will bring them lodged in its plank for a great way* 

Having thus ript off* all our worm-eaten plank, and clapped on new, by the be- 
g nning of December j 686, our Clip’s bottom was fheathed and tallowed, and the 
loth day we went over the bar and took aboard the iron and lead that we could not 
fell, and began to fill our water, and fetch aboard rice for our voyage : but Captain 
Swan remained afhore ftill, and was not yet determined when to fail, or whither- But 
I am well allured that he did never intend to cruize about Manila, as his crew dcfigned; 
for I did once atk him, and he told me, that what he had already done of that kind 
he was forced to ; but now being at liberty, he would never more engage in any fuch 
defign : for, faid he, there is no Frince on earth is able to wipe off'the ftain of fuch 
actions- What other defigns he had I know not, for he was commonly very crofs ; 
yet he did never propofe doing any thing elfe, but only ordered the provifion to be got 
aboard in order to fail; and 1 am confident if he had made a motion to go to any Eng- 
lifh factory, mo ft of his men would have confented to it, though probably fome would 
have ftill oppofed it. However, his authority might foon have overTwayed thofe that 
were refradlory; for it was very ftrange to fee the awe that thefe men were in of him, 
for he puniflxed the molt ftubborn and daring of Jiis men* Yet when we had brought 
the fhip out into the road, they were not altogether fo fubmiillve^as while it Jay in the 
river, though even then it was that he punilhed Captain Teat. 

I was at that time a hunting with the general for beef, which he had a long time 
promifed us* But now I faw that there was no credit to be given to his word ; for I 
was a week out with him and faw but four cows, which were fo wild, that we did not 
get one* There were five or fix more of our company with me ; thefe who were 
young men, and had Dalilahs there, which made them fond of the place, all agreed 
with the general to tell Captain Swan that there were beeves enough, only they were 
wild. But I told him the truth, and advifed him not to be too credulous of the 
general’s promifes* He feemed to be very angry, and [formed behind the general’s 
back, but in his prefence was very mute, being a man of fmall courage* 

It was about the 20th day of December when we returned from hunting, and the 
general defigned to go again to another place to hunt for beef; but he ftaid till after 
Chriftmas day, beeaufe fome of us defigned to go with him ; and Captain Swan had 
defired all his men to be aboard that day, that we might keep it folemnly together : 
and accordingly he feat aboard a buffalo the day before, that we might have a good 
dinner* So the 25th day about 10 o’clock. Captain Swan came aboard, and all his 
men who were afhore: for you mu ft underftand that near a third of our men lived 
tonftantly afhore, with their comrades and pagallies, and fome with women fervants, 
whom they hired of their maflers for concubines* Some of our men alfo had boufes, 
which they hired or bought, for houfes are very cheap, for five or fix dollars. For 
many of them having more money then they knew what to do with, eafed themfelves 
here of the trouble of telling it, fpending it very laviflily, their prodigality making the 
people inapofe upon them, to the making the reft of us pay the dearer for what we 
bought, and to endangering the like impofi cions upon fuch Englifhmen as may come 
here hereafter. For the Mindanaians knew how to get our fquires* gold from them 
(for we had no filver), and when our men wanted filver, they would change now and 
then an ounce of gold, and-could get for it no more than ten or eleven dollars for a 
Mindanao ounce, which they would not part with again under eighteen dollars* Yet 

this, 
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this, and the great prices the Mindanaians fet on their goods, were not the only way 
to iefl'en their ftocks; for their pagallies and comrades would often be begging Some¬ 
what of them, and our men were generous enough, and would bellow hall an ounce 
of geld at a time, in a ring for their pagallies, or in a lilver wriftband, or hoop to 
come about their arms, in hopes to get a night’s lodging with them. 

When W6 Eire si I s.boflfd on Ghriftmas day. Captain Swim and his two merchants , 

I did expect that Captain Swan would have made Tome propofals, or have told us his 
defigns; but he only dined and went afhore again, without fpeaking any thing of his 
mind. Yet even then I do think that he was driving on a defign of going to one of 
the feicedflands to load with fpice; for the young man before-mentioned, who I faid 
was fent by his uncle, the fultan of a fpice-ifland near Ternate, to invite the Englifh to 
their ifland, came aboard at this time, and after fome private difeourfe with Captain 
Swan, they both went afhore together. This young mao did not care that the Min* 
danalans fhould he privy to what he faid. I have heard Captain Swan fay that he 
offered to load his fliip with fpice, provided he would build a fmall fort, and leave 
fome men to fecure the ifiand from the Dutch % but 1 am fince informed, that the 
Dutch have now got poffeffion of the ifland. 

The next day after Cbtiftmas, the general went away again, and five or fix Eng* 
lifhmen with him, of whom I was one, under pretence of going a hunting $ and we 
ail went together by water in his prow, together with his women and fervams, to the 
hunting-place. The general always carried his wives and children, his fervants, his 
money and goods with hun i fo we all embarked in the morning, and arriv ed thei e 
before night. I have already deferibed the fafhion of their prows, and the rooms made 
in them. We were entertained in the general’s room or cabin. Our voyage was not 
fo far, but that we reached our fort before night. 

At this time one of the general’s fervants had offended, and was punifhed in this 
manner: he was bound faff fiat on his belly, on a bamboo belonging to the prow, 
whxh was fo near the water, that by the veffePs motion, it frequently delved under 
water, and the man along with it; and fometnnes when hoifted up, he had fcarce time 
to blow before he would be carried under water again. 

When we had rowed about two leagues, we entered a pretty large deep river, and 
rowed up a league further, the water fait all the way. I here was a pretty large vil¬ 
lage, the houfes built after the country fafliion. We landed at this place, where 
there was a houfe made ready immediately for us. The general and his women lay at 
one end of the houfe, and we at the other end, and in the evening all the women in 
the village danced before the general. 

While we ilaid here, the general with his men went out every morning betimes, and 
did not return till four or five o’clock in the afternoon, and he would often compli¬ 
ment us, by telling us what good truft and confidence he had in us, faying that he 
left his women and goods under our protection, and that he thought them as fecure 
with us fix, (for we had all our arms with us) as if he had left one hundred and nine 
of his own men to guard them. Yet for all this great confidence, he always left one 
of his principal men, for fear fome of us fliould be too familiar with his women. 

They did never flir out of their own room when the general was at home, but as 
foon as he was gone out they would presently come into our room, and fit whh us all 
day, and afk a thoufand queftions of us concerning our Englifli women, and our cuftoms. 
You may imagine that before this time fome of us had attained fo much of then lan¬ 
guage as to underftand them, and give them anfwers to their demands. I rememhei 
that one day they alked how many wives the King of England had ? We told them 
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but one, and that our -Englifh laws did not allow of any more. They faid it was a 
ftrange cuftom that a man humid be confined to one woman ; fome of them faid it was 
a very bad law, but others again faid it was a good law; fo there was a great difpute 
among them about it. But one of the general’s women laid pofitively, that our law was 
better than theirs, and made them all filent by the reafon which flie gave for it. I his 
was the War Queen, as we called her, for flie did always accompany the general when- 
ever he was called out to engage his enemies, but the reft did not. 

By this familiarity among the women, and by often difeourfing them, we came-to be 
acquainted with their cuftoms and privileges. The general lies with his wives by turns, 
but flie by whom he had the firft fon has a double portion of his company : for when it 
comes to her turn flie has him two nights, whereas the reft have him but one. She 
with whom he is to lie at night, feems to have a particular refpect fhewn her by the reft 
all the precedent day ; and for a mark of diftin&ion, wears a ftriped fdk handkerchief 
about her neck, by which we knew who was Queen that day. 

We lay here about five or fix days, but did never in all that time fee the leaft fign of 
any beef, which was the bufinefs we came about, neither were we fuffered to go out 
with the general to fee the wild kine, but we wanted for nothing elfe: however this 
did not pleafe us, and we often importuned him to let us go out among the cattle. 
At laft he told us, that he had provided a jar of rice-drink to be merry with us, and 
after that we fliould go with him. 

This rice-drink is made of rice boiled and put into ajar, where it remains a long time 
fteeping in water. I know not the manner of making it, but it is very ftrong pieafant 
drink. The evening when the general defigned to be merry, he caufed a jar of this 
drink to be brought into our room, and he began to drink firft himfelf, then after¬ 
wards his men, fo they took turns till they were ail as drunk as fwine, before they fuf¬ 
fered us to drink; after they had enough then we drank, and they drank no more, for 
they will not drink after us. The general leaped about our room a little while, but 
having his load, foon went to fleep. 

The next day we went out with the general into the favannah, where we had near 
one hundred'men making of a large pen to dr ive the cattle into: for that is the manner 
of their hunting, having no dogs. But I faw not above eight or ten cows, and thofe 
as wild as deer, fo that we got none this day : yet the next day fome of his men brought 
in three heifers, which they killed in the favannah. With thefe vre returned aboard, 
they being all that we got there. 

Captain Swan was much vexed at the general’s actions; for he promifed to fupply us 
with as much beef as we fliould want, but now either could not or would not make 
good his promife. Befide he failed to perform his promife in a bargain of rice, that 
we were to have for the iron which we fold him, but he put us off ftill from time to 
time, and would not come to any account. Neither were thefe all his tricks ; for a 
little before his fon was circumcifed, (of which 1 fpake in the foregoing chapter,) he 
pretended a great ftreight for money to defray the charges of that day, and therefore 
defired Captain Swan to lend him about twenty ounces of gold ; for he knew that 
Captain Swan had a confiderable quantity of gold in his poffeffion, which the general 
thought was his own, but indeed he had none but what belonged to the merchants ; 
however he lent it the general; but when he came to an account with Captain Swan, 
he told him, that it was ufual at fuch folemn times to make prefents, and that he 
received it as a gift. He alfo demanded payment for the victuals that our captain and 
his men did eat at his houfe. Thefe things ftartled Captain Swan, yet how to help 
himfelf he knew not. But all this, with other inward troubles, lay hard on our cap¬ 
tain’s 
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taints fpirits, and put him very much out of humour: for his own company were 
prefling him every day to be gone, becaufe now was the heigh th of the eafterly mon- 
loon, the only wind to carry uS farther into the Indies. _ . 

About this time fome of our men, who were weary and tired with wandering, ran 
away into the country and abfconded, they being affifted, as was generally believed, by 
Raja Laut. There were others alfo, who fearing we fhould not go to an Englifh port, 
bought a canoe, and deftgned to go in her to Borneo: for not long before the Min¬ 
danao veffel came from thence, and brought a letter direaed to the chief of the Englifh 
fadory at Mindanao. This letter the general would have Captain Swan have opened, 
but he thought it might come from fome of the Eafl India merchants whofe affairs he 
would not intermeddle with, and therefore did not open it. I fince met with Captain 
Bowry at Achin, and telling him this ftory, he faid that he fent that letter, fuppofing 
that the Englifh were fettled there at Mindanao ; and by this letter we alfo thought that 
there was an Englifh factory at Borneo, fo here was a miftake on both fidcs. But this 
canoe wherewith fome of them thought to go to Borneo, Captain Swan took from them, 
and threatened the undertakers very hardly ; however this did not fo far difcourage 
them, for they fecretly bought another ; but their defigns taking air, they were again 

fruftrated by Captain Swan. , r „ f ,. f 

Tils wYioic crsw W6r6 this tunc under 3 gencol diuirrectioii, nnd run or ver^ dtt*- 
ferent projefts, and alf for want of aftion. The main divifion was between thole that 
had money and thofe that had none. There was a great difference in the humours 
of thefe ; for they that had money lived afhore, and did not care for leaving Mindanao, 
whilft thofe that were poor lived aboard, and urged Captain Swan to go to fea. 1 hefe 
betran to be unruly as well as diffatisfied, and fent afhore the merchants’ iron to fell 
for rack and honey to make punch, wherewith they grew drunk and quarrelfome ; 
which diforderly aaions deterred me from going aboard, for I did ever abhor drunken- 
nefs, which now our men that were aboard abandoned themfelves wholly to. 

Yet thefe diforders might have been crufhed if Captain Swan had ufed his authority to 
fupprefs them: but he with his merchants living always afhore, there was no command, 
and therefore every man did what he pleafed, and encouraged each other in Ins vi - 
lanies. Now Mr. Harthop, who was one of Captain Swan’s merchants, did very much 
importune him to fettle his refolutions, and declare his mind to his men, which at laft 
he confented to do; therefore he gave warning to all his men to come aboard the 13 th 

da We did'd^eameftly expect to hear what Captain Swan would propore, and therefore 
were very willing to go aboard j but unluckily for him, two days before this meeting 
was to be. Captain Swan fent aboard his gunner, to fetch fomething afhore out of his 
cabin. The gunner rummaging to find what he was fent for, among other things took 
out the captain’s journal from America to the ifland Guam, and laid down by. him. 
This journal was taken up by one John Read, a Briftol man, whom I have mentioned 
in my fourth chapter. He was a pretty ingenious young man, and of a very civil 
carriage and behaviour. He was alfo accounted a good artift, and kept a joumal, and 
was now prompted by his curiofity to peep into Captain Swan’s journal to fee how it 
agreed with his own; a thing very ufual among the feamen that keep journals, when 
they have an opportunity, and efpecially young men who haVe no great experience. 

- At the firfl opening of the book he lighted on a place in which Captain Swan had in¬ 
veighed bitterly agamft moft of his men, efpecially againfl another John Reed a Jamaica 
man. This was fuch fluff as he did not feek after : but hitttng fo pat on this fubjeft 
his curiofity led him to pry farther, and therefore while the gunner was buly he con- 
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veyed fhe book away to look over it at his leifure. The gunner having difpatched his 
miiinels, locked up the cabin-door, not miffing the book, and went afliore. Then John 
Reed (hewed it to his natnefake and to the reft that were aboard, who were by this 
time the biggeft part of them ripe for mifchief; only wanting lonie fair pretence to fet 
themfelves to work about it. Therefore looking on what was written in this journal 
to be matter fufliciem for them to accomplifli their ends. Captain Teat, who as I faid 
before had been abufed by Captain Swan, laid hold on this opportunity to be revenged 
for his injuries and aggravated the matter to the heighth, perfuading the men to turn 
out Captain Swan from being commander, in hopes to have commanded the fhip himfelf* 
As tor the feamen they were eafily perfuaded to any thing, for they were quite tired 
with this long and tedious voyage, and moft of them defpaired of ever getting home, 
and therefore did not care what they did, or whither they went* It was only want of 
being bulled in forne aftion that made them fo uneafy ; therefore they confented to 
v hat 1 eat propofed, and immediately all that were aboard bound themfelves by oath to 
turn Captain Swan out, and to conceal this defign from thofe that were aihore until the 
Ihip was under fail; which would have been prefently if the furgeon ox* his mate had 
been aboard, but they were both aihore, and they thought it no prudence to go to fea 
without a furgeon ; therefore the next morning they fent afliore one John Cookworthy 
to haften off either the furgeon or his mate, by pretending that one of the men in the 
night broke his leg by falling into the hold. The furgeon told him that he intended 
to come aboard the next day with the captain, and would not come before, but feat 
his mate Herman Coppinger* 1 

This man fomeriine before this was fleeping at his pagally’s and a fnake twilled him- 
fell; about his neck, but afterwards went away without hurting him. Lx this country it is 
ulual to have thefnakes come into the houfes and into the Ihips too, for we had feveral 
came aboard our Ihip when we lay in the river. But lo proceed; Herman Coppinger 
provided to go aboard, and the next day being the time appointed for Captain Swan 
and all his men to meet aboard, I went aboard with him, neither of us diftrufted 
what was deligning by thole aboard till we came thither ; then we found it was only a 
trick to get the furgeon off j for now, having obtained their defires, the canoe was 
fent afliore again immediately, to delire as many as they could meet to come aboard, 
but not to tell the reafon left Captain Swan Ihould come to hear of it, 

1 he thirteenth day in the morning they weighed, and fired a gun \ Captain Swan im¬ 
mediately fent aboard Mr, Nelly, who was now his chief mate, to fee what the matter 
was ; to him they told all their grievances, andfhewed him the journal. He perfuaded 
them to flay till the next day for an anfwer from Captain Swan and the merchants ; fo 
they came to an anchor again, and the next morning Mr, Harthop came aboard \ he 
pexiuaded them to be reconciled again, or at leaft to Hay and get more rice, but they 
were deaf to it, and weighed again while he was aboard. Yet at Mr.Harthop’s per- 
fuafion they promifed to Itay till two o'clock in the afternoon for Captain Swan, and the 
reft of the men if they would come aboard j but they fuffered no man to go afliore* 
except one William Williams that bad a wooden leg, and another that was a lawyer. 

If Captain Swan had yet come aboard, he might have dafhed all their deligns; but he 
neithei came himfelf, as a captain of any prudence and courage would have done, nor 
lent till the time was expired. So we left Captain Swan and about thirty-fix men aihore 
in the city, and fix or eight that run away ; and about fixteen we had buried there, the 
moft of which died by poifon. The natives are very expert at poifoning, and do it 
upon fmalt occafions ; nor did our men want for giving offence, through their general 
?ragu tries* and fometiuies by dallying too familiarly with their wonieti, even before 

$ ' their 
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their faces. Some of their poifons are flow and lingering, for we had fome now 
aboard who were poifoned there, but died not till fome months after. 

CHAP. IV. — They depart from the River of Mindanao .— Of the Time loft or gained 
in failing round the World: with a Caution to Seamen about the Allowance they are to 
take for the Difference of the Sun's Declination, — The South Coaft cf Mindanao. — 
Chambongo Town and Harbour, with its neighbouring Quays. — Green Turtle. — Ruins 
of a Spanifh Fort. — The Weftermoft Point of Mindanao. — Two Prows of the Sologucs 
laden from Manila. — An Ifte to the Weft of Sebo. —Walking Canes. — Ifte of Batts , 
very targe ; and numerous Turtle and Manatee . — A dangerous Shoal. — They fail 
by Panay belonging to the Spaniards, and others of the Philippine Iftands. Ifte of 
Mindora. — Two Barks taken. — A further Account of the Ifte Luconia, and the City 
and Harbour of Manila. — They go off Ptdo Condors to lie there. — The Shoals of 
Pracel, tffc. — Pulo Condors.—The Tar Tree.—The Mango. —Grape Tree .— 

• The wild or Bajlard Nutmeg. — Their Animals.—Of the Migration of the Turtle 
from Place to Place. — Of the commodious Situation of Pulo Condore ; its Water, and 
its Cochin-Chinefe Inhabitants. — Of the Malayan Tongue. — The Cuftom of profit fitt¬ 
ing their Women in theft Countries, and tn Guinea. — 1 he Idolatry here, at I u ny it in, 
and among the Cbinefe Seamen, and of a Proceffton at Fort St. George. — They refit 
their Ship. — Two of them die of the Poifon they took at Mindanao. — They take in 
Water and a Pilot for the Bay of Siam .— Pulo Uby ; and Point of Cambodia .— 
Two Cambodian Veffels. — fftes in the Bay of Siam. — The tight Vcffels and Seamen of 
the Kingdom of Champa. — Storms .— A Cbinefe Jonk from Palimbam in Sumatra. 
— They come again to Pulo Condore . — A bloody Fray with a Malayan Yeffel. — The 
Surgeon’s and the Author’s D fires of leaving their Crew • 

THE 14th day of January 1687, at three o’clock in the afternoon, we failed from 
the river of Mindanao, defigning to cruife before Manila. 

It was during our ftay at Mindanao, that we were firft made fenflble of the change of 
time in the courfe of our voyage : for having travelled fo far weftward, keeping the fame 
courfe with the fun, we mull confequently have gained fomething infenfibly in the 
length of the particular days, but have loft in the tale, the bulk or number of the days 
or hours. According to the different longitudes of England and Mindanao this ifle 
being weft from the Lizard, by common computation, about 210 degrees, the difterence 
of time at our arrival at Mindanao ought to be about fourteen hours; and lb much we 
Ihould have anticipated our reckoning, having gained it by bearing the lun company. 
Now the natural day in every particular place muft be confonant to itfelf; but this going 
about with, or againft the fun’s courfe, will of neceflity make a difference in the calcula¬ 
tion of the civil day beween any two places. Accordingly at Mindanao and all other 
places in the Eaft Indies we found them reckoning a day before us, both natives and 
Europeans; for the Europeans coming eaft ward by the Cape of Good Hope, in a courfe 
contrary to the fun and us, wherever we met they were a full day before 11s in their 
accounts. So among the Indian Mahometans here, their Friday, the day 01 their Sul¬ 
tan’s going to their mofques, was Thurfday with us, though it were 1 ‘ridav alfo with 
thofe who came eaftward from Europe. Yet at the Ladrone iflands we found the 
Spaniards of Guam keeping the fame computation with ourfelves; the reafon of which 
I take to be that they fettled that colony by a courfe weftward from Spain ; the Spa¬ 
niards going firft to America, and thence to the Ladrones and Philippines. But how 
the reckoning was at Manila and the reft of the Spanifh colonies in the I hiuppme 
W»._ vr. F Iflands, 
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iflands, I know not; whether they keep it as they brought it, or corrected it by the 
accounts of the natives, and of the Portuguefe, Dutch and Englifh, coming the 
contrary way from Europe. 

One great reafon why feamen ought to keep the difference of time as exaft as they 
can, is that they may be the more ex aft in the latitudes. For our tables of the fun’s 
declination, being calculated for the meridians of the places in which they were made, 
differ about twelve minutes from thofe parts of the world that lie on their oppofite 
meridians, in the months of March and September; and in proportion to the fun’s 
declination, at other times of the year alfo. And fltould they run farther as we did, 
the difference would ftill increafe upon them, and be an occafion of great errors. 
Yet even able feamen in thefe voyages are hardly made fenfible of this, though -fo 
neceffary to be obferved, for want of duly attending to the reafon of ir, as it happened 
among thofe of our crew; who after we had pa ft 1S0 degrees, began to decreafe 
the difference of declination, whereas they ought ltill to have increafed it, for it all the 
way increafed upon us. 

We had the wind at nortli-north-eaft, fair clear whether, and a brifk gale. We 
coalted to the weft ward, on the fouth fide of the ifland of Mindanao, keeping within 
four or five leagues of the ftore. The land from hence trends away weft by 
fouth. It is of a good height by the fea, and very woody, and in the country we faw 
high hills. 

The next day we were alireaft of Cambongo ; a town in this ifland, and thirty 
leagues from the river of Mindanao. Here is faid to be a good harbour, and a great 
fettlement, with plenty of beef and buffaloe. It is reported that the Spaniards were 
formerly fortified here alfo: there are two Ihoals lie off this place, two or three 
leagues from the fliore. From hence the land is more low and even } yet there are 
forne hills in the country. 

About fix leagues before we came to the weft end of the ifland Mindanao, we fell 
in with a great many a fmall low iflands or keys, and about two or three leagues to the 
fouthward of thefe keys,' there is a long ifland ftretching north-eaft, and fouth-weft, 
about twelve leagues. This ifland is low by the fea on the north fide, and has a 
ridge of hills in the middle, running from one end to the other. Between this ifle 
and the fmall keys, there is a good large channel: among the keys alfo there is a 
good depth of water, and a violent tide ; but on what point of the compafs it flows, 

I know not, nor how much it rifeth and falls. 

The feventeenth day we anchored on the eaft fide of all thefe keys, in eight fathom 
water, clean fand. Here are plenty of green turtle, whofe flefli is as fweet as any 
in the Weft Indies : but they are very fby. A little to the weft ward of thefe keys 
on the ifland Mindanao, we faw abundance of cocoa-nut trees : therefore we fent our 
canoa afhore, thinking to find inhabitants, but found none, nor fign of any j but 
great tracks of hogs, and great cattle; and clofe by the fea there were ruins of an 
old fort ; the walls thereof were of a good height, built with ftone and lime, and by 
the workmanfltip feemed to be Spanifli. From this place the land trends weft-north- 
weft, and it is of an indifferent height by the fea. It runs on this point of the compafs 
four or five leagues, and then the land trends away north-north-weft, five or fix 
leagues farther, making with many bluff paints. 

We weighed again the fourteenth day, and went through between the keys •, but 
met fuch uncertain tides, that we were forced to anchor again. The twenty - 
fecond day we got about the weftermoft point of all Mindanao, and flood to the 
northward, plying under the Ihore, and having the wind at north-north-eaft a frelh 

gale. 
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"ale. As we failed along further, we found the land to trend, north-north-eaft. On 
this' part of the illand the land is high by the fea, with full bluff points, and 
very woody. There are fome fmall fandy bays, which afford ftreams of frelh 

^Herewe met with two prows belonging to the Sologues, one of the Mindanaian 
nations before mentioned. They came from Manila laden with filks and calicoes. 
We kept on this weftern part of the ifland fteering northerly, till we came abreaft of 
fome other of the Philippine Iflands, that lay to the northward of us, then fleered 
away towards them; but Hill keeping on the weft fide of them, and we had the winds 

at north-north-eaft. • 

The third of February we anchored In a good bay on the weft fide of the ifland, in 
latitude nine degrees, fifty-five minutes, where we had thirteen fathom water, 
good foft oaze. This illand hath no name that we could find in any book, but lieth 
on the weft fide of the ifland Sebo. It is about eight or ten leagues long, moun¬ 
tainous and woody. At this place Captain Read, who was the fame Captain Swan had 
fo much railed againft in his journal, and was now made captain in his room (as 
Captain Teat was made matter, and Mr. Henry More quarter-mafter,) ordered the 
carpenters to cut down our quarter deck to make the fhip fnug, and the fitter for 
failing. When that was done we heeled her, fcrubbed her bottom, and tallowed 
it. Then we filled all our water, for here is a delicate final! run of water. 

The land was pretty low in this bay, the mould black and fat, and the trees of 
feveral kinds, very thick and tall. In fome places we found plenty of canes, fuch as 
we ufe in England' for walking canes. Thefe were fhort jointed, not above two feet 
and a half, or two feet ten inches the loogeft, and moft of them not above two feet. 
They run along on the ground like a vine ; or taking hold of their trees, they climb 
up to their very tops. They are fifteen or twenty fathoms long, and much of a bignefs 
from the root, till within five or fix fathoms of the end. They are of a pale green, 
colour, clothed over^ with a coat of fliort thick hairy fubftance, of a dun colour; but 
it comes off by only drawing the cane through your hand. We did cut many of 
them, and they proved very tough heavy canes. 

We faw no houfes, nor fign of inhabitants; but while we lay here, there was a 
canoa with fix men came into this bay; but whither they were bound, or from 
whence they came, I know not. They were Indians, and we could not underftand 


In the middle of this bay, about a mile from the Ihore, there is a finall low woody 
ifland, not above a mile in circumference; our fliip rode about a mile from it. This 
ifland was the habitation of an incredible number of great bats, with bodies as bigas ducks, 
or large fowl, and with vaft wings: for I faw at Mindanao one of this fort, and I 
judge that the wings ftretched out in length, could not be lefs afunder than feven or 
eight feet from tip to tip ; for it was much more than any of us could fathom with 
our arms extended to the utmoft. The wings are for fubftance like thofe of other 
bats, of a dun or moufe colour. The fltin or leather of them hath ribs running along 
it, and draw's up in three or four folds; and at the joints of thofe ribs and the extremi¬ 
ties of the wings, there are fliarp and crooked daws, by which they may hang on any 
thing. In the evening as foon as the fun was fet, thefe creatures would begin to take 
their flight from this illand, in fwarms like bees, dire&ing their flight over to the 
main ifland *, and whither afterwards I know not. Thus we fhouid fee them riling 
ap from the ifland till night hindred our fight: and in the morning as foon as it was 
r f s hghtj 
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light, we Ihould fee them returning again like a cloud, to the finall ifland, till fun 
riling. This courfe they keep conftantly while we lay here, affording us every mor¬ 
ning and evening an hour's diverfion in gazing at them, and talking about them j 
but°our curiofity did not prevail with us to go afhore to them, ourfelves and canoas 
being all the day time taken up in bufinefs about our fhip. At this ille alfo we found 
plenty of turtle and manatee, but no fifh. 

We ftayed here till the tenth of February, 1687, and then having completed our 
bufinefs, we failed hence with the wind at north. But going out we ftruck on a rock 
where we lay two hours : it was very fmooth water, and the tide of flood, or elfe we 
Ihould there have loll our fliip. We ftruck off a great piece of our rudder, which 
was all the damage that we received, but we more narrowly mill loofing our Ihips 
this time, than in any other in the whole voyage. This is a very dangerous lhoal, 
becaufe it does not break, unlefs probably it may appear in foul weather. It 
lies about two miles to the wcltward, without the fmall Batt Ifland. Here 
we found the tide of flood felting to the fouthw'ard, and the ebb to the north- 

^kfter we were pall this flioal, we coafted along by the reft of the Philippine illands, 
keeping on the weft fide of them. Some of them appeared to be very mountainous 
dry land. We faw many fires in the night as we paffed by Panay, a great ifland fettled 
by Spaniards: and by the fires up and down it feems to be well fettled by them; for 
this is a Spanilh cuftom, whereby they give notice of any danger or the like from 
fea., and it is probable they had iben our fliip the day before. This is an unfrequented 
coaft, and it is rare to have any fliip feen there. We touched not at Panay, nor any 
where elfe, though we faw a great many fmall illands to the weft ward of us, and fome 
flioals, but none of them laid down in our draughts. 

The 18th day of February we anchored at the north-weft end of the ifland Mindora, 
in ten fathoms water, about three quarters of a mile from the fliore. Mindora is a 
large ifland, the middle of it lying in latitude thirteen degrees, about forty leagues long, 
ftrctching north-well and fouth-eaft. It is high aiid mountainous, and not very woody. 
At this place where we anchored, the land was neither very high nor low. There was 
a fmall brook of water, and the land by the fea was very woody, and the trees high 
and tall; but a league or two farther in the woods are very thin and fmall. Here we 
faw great tracks of hog and beef, and we faw fome of each, and hunted them; but 
they were wild, and we could kill none. _ 

While we were here, there was a canoe with four Indians came from Manila. 
They were very fliy of us a while: but at laft, hearing us fpeak Spanilh, they 
came to us, and told us, that they were going to a Iriar, that lived at an Indian 
village towards the fouth-eaft end of the ifland. they told us alfo, that the har¬ 
bour of Manila is feldom or never without twenty or thirty fail of veffels, moll 
Chinefe, fome Portuguefe, and fome few the Spaniards have of their own. 1 hey 
laid, that when they had done their bufinefs with the friar they would return to Ma¬ 
nila, and hope to be back again at this place in four days time. We told them that 
we came for a trade with the Spaniards at Manila, and Ihould be glad if they would 
carry a letter to fome merchant there, which they promifed to do. But this was only 
a pretence of ours, to get out of them what intelligence we could as to their flapping, 
llrength, and the like, under colour of feeking a trade; for our bufinefs was to 
pillage. Now, if we had really defigned to have traded there, this was as fair an op¬ 
portunity as men could have defired: for thefe men could i$ve brought us to the 
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friar that they were going to, and a final! prefent to him would have engaged him to 
do any kindnefs for us in the way of trade j for the Spanifh governors do not allow 
of it, and we muft. trade by Health. 

The twenty-firft day we went from hence with the wind at eaft-north-eaft, a fmall 
gale. The twenty-third day in the morning we were fair by the fouth-eaft end of the 
ifland Luconia, the place that had been fo long defired by us. We prefently faw a 
fail coming from the northward, and making after her we took her in two hours time. 
She was a Spanilh bark, that came from a place called Pangafanatn, a fmall town on 
the north end of Luconia, as they told us ; probably the fame with Pongafliny, which 
lies on a bay at the north-weft fide of the ifland. She was bound to Manila, but had 
no goods on board ; and therefore we turned her away. 

The twenty-third we took another Spanifh veffel that came from the fame place as 
the other. She was laden with rice and cotton-cloth, and bound for Manila alfo. 
Thefe goods were purpofely for the Acapulco fhip: the rice was for the men to live 
on while they lay there and in their return, and the cotton-cloth was to make fail. 
The mafter of this prize was boatfwain of the Acapulco fhip which efcaped us at Guam 
and was now at Manila. It was this man that gave us the relation of what ftrength it 
had, how they were afraid of us there, and of the accident that happened to them, as 
is before mentioned in the tenth chapter. We took thefe two veffels within feven or 
eight leagues of Manila. 

Luconia I have fpofcen of already; but I fliall now add this further account of it. 
It is a great ifland, taking up between fix and feven degrees of latitude in length, and 
its breadth near the middle is about fixty leagues, but the ends are narrow. The 
north end lies in about nineteen degrees north latitude, and the fouth end is about 
twelve degrees thirty minutes. This great ifland hath abundance of fmall keys or 
iflands lying about it, efpecially at the north end. The fouth fide fronts towards the 
reft of the Philippine iflands: of thefe that are its neareft neighbours, Mindora, lately 
mentioned, is the chief, and gives name to the fea or ftreight that parts it and the other 
iflands from Luconia, being called the ftreights of Mindora. 

The body of the ifland Luconia is compofed of many fpacious plain favannahs, and 
large mountains. The north end feems to be more plain and even, I mean freer from 
hills than the fouth end; but the land is all along of a good height. It does not ap¬ 
pear fo flourifhing and green as fame of the other iflands in this range efpecially that 
of St. John, Mindanao, Bat Ifland, &c. yet in fome places it is very woody. Some of 
the mountains of this ifland afford gold, and the favannahs are well ftocked with herds 
of cattle, efpecially buffaloes. Thefe cattle are in great plenty all over the Eaft Indies; 
and therefore it is very probable that there were many of thefe here even before the 
Spaniards came hither. But now there are alfo plenty of other cattle, as I have been 
told, as bullocks, horfes, lheep, goats, hogs, &c. brought hither by the Spaniards. 

It is pretty well inhabited with Indians, moft of them, if not all, under the Spaniards, 
who now are matters of it. The native Indians do live together in towns; and they 
have priefts among them to inftruct them in the Spanifh religion. 

Manila, the chief, or perhaps the only city, lies at the foot of a ridge of high hills, 
facing upon a fpacious harbour near the fouth-weft point of the ifland, in about the 
latitude of fourteen degrees north. It is environed with a high ftrong wall, and very 
well fortified with forts and breaft-works. The houfes are large, ftrongly built, and 
covered with pantile. The ftreets are large and pretty regular; with a parade in the 
midft after the Spanifh falhion. There are a great many fair buildings, befides churches 
and other religious houfes; of which there are not a few. 


The 
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The harbour is fo large, that fome hundreds of Ihips may ride here; and is never 
without many, both of their own and ft rangers. I have already given you an account 
of the two Ihips going and coming between this place and Acapulco. Befides them, 
they have fome fniall vefTels of their own and they do allow the Portuguefe to trade 
here, but the Chinefe are the chiofeft merchants, and they drive the greateft trade; 
for they have commonly twenty, thirty, or forty jonks in the harbour at a time, and 
a great many merchants con ft antly reft ding in the city, befides fhopkeepers and handy- 
craft Imen in abundance. Small vefiels run up near the town ; but the Acapulco ftiips, 
and others of greater burden, lie a league fhort of it, where there is a ftrong fort alfo, 
and ftore-houfes to put goods in. 

I had tlie major part of this relation, two or three years after this time, from Mr. Cop- 
pinger, our furgeon; for he made a voyage hither from Porto Nova, a town on the coaft 
of Coromandel, in a Portuguefe Ihip, as 1 think* Here he found ten or twelve of Cap¬ 
tain Swan’s men ; fome of thofe that we left at Mindanao. For after we came from 
thence, they bought a prow there, by the mitigation of an Iriflunan, who went by the 
name of John Fitz-Gerald, a perfon that fpoke Spanilh very well; and fo in this their 
prow they came hither. They had been here but eighteen months when Mr. Cop- 
pinger arrived here, and Mr* Fitz-Gerald had in this time gotten a Spanilh Muftefa 
woman to wife, and a good dowry with her. He then profened phyfic and forgery, 
and was highly efteemed among the Spaniards for his fuppofed knowledge in thofe 
arts ; for being always troubled with fore Ihins while he was with us, he kept fome 
plaifters and falves by him ; and with thefe he fet up upon his bare natural flock of 
knowledge, and his experience in kibes. But then he had a very great ftock of con¬ 
fidence withal to help out the other, and being an Irifli Roman Catholic, and having the 
Spanifh language, he had a great advantage of all his conforts ; and he alone lived well 
there of them all. We were not within fight of this town, but I was fhewn the hills 
that overlooked it, and drew a draft of them as we lay off at fea $ which I have eaufed 
to be engraven among a few others that I took myfelf. 

The time of the year being now too far fpent to do any thing here, it was con¬ 
cluded to fail from hence to Pulo Condo re, a little parcel of iflands, on the coaft of 
Cambodia, and carry this prize with us, and there careen if we could find any conve¬ 
nient place for it, defigning to return hither again by the latter end of May, and wait 
for the Acapulco fhip that comes about that time. By our drafts (which we were 
guided by, being ftrangers to thefe parts,) this feerned to us then to be a place out of 
the way, where we might lie fnug for a while, and wait the time of returning for our 
prey. For we avoided as much as we could the going to lie by at any great place of 
commerce, left we fhould become too much expofed, and perhaps be affaulted by a 
force greater than our own. 

So having fet our prifoners alhore, we failed from Luconia the 26th day of Fe¬ 
bruary, with the wind eaft-north-eaft, and fair weather, and a brifk gale. We were in 
latitude fourteen degrees north when we began to fleer away for Polo Condore, and 
we fleered fouth by weft. In our way thither we went pretty near the lhoals of Pracel, 
and other lhoals which are very dangerous. We were very much afraid of them, but 
efcaped them without fo much as feeing them, only at the very fouth end of the Pra¬ 
cel fhoals we faw three little fandy iflands or fpots of fand Handing juft above water 
within a mile of us* 

It was the 13th day of March before we came in fight of Pulo Condore, or the 
ifiand Condore, as Pulo fignifies. The 14th day about noon we anchored on the north 
fide of the ifiand, againft a fandy bay, two miles from the Ihore, in tfti fathoms clean hard 
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fand, with both fliip and prize. Pulo C-ondore is the principal of a heap of illands, 
and the only inhabited one of them. They lie in latitude eight degrees forty minutes 
north, and about twenty leagues fouth, and by eaft from the mouth of the river of 
Cambodia. Thefe illands lie fo near together, that at a diltance they appear to be but 
one iiland. 

Two of thefe illands are pretty large, and of a good height; they may be feen four¬ 
teen or fifteen leagues at fea ; the reft are but little fpots. The biggeft of the two 
(which is the inhabited one) is about four or five leagues long, and lies eaft and weft. 
It is not above three miles broad at the broadeft place; in molt places not above a mile 
wide. The other large iiland is about three miles long, and half a mile wide. This 
iiland ftretcheth north and fouth. It is fo conveniently placed at the weft end of the 
biggeft iiland, that between both there is formed a very commodious harbour. The 
entrance of this harbour is on the north fide, where the two illands are near a mile 
afunder. There are three or four.fmall keys, and a good deep channel between them 
and the biggeft iiland. Towards the fouth end of the harbour the two illands do in a 
manner clofe up, leaving only a fmall paffage for boats and canoes. There are no 
more illands on the north fide, but five or fix on the fouth fide of the great iiland. 

The mould of thefe illands for the biggeft part is blackifh, and pretty deep, only the 
hills are fomewhat ftony. The eaftern part of the biggeft iiland is Tandy, yet all clothed 
with trees of divers forts. The trees do not grow fo thick as I have feen them in fome 
places, but they are generally large and tall, and fit for any ufe. 

There is one fort of tree much larger than any other on this iiland, and which I have 
not feen any where elfe. It is about three or four feet diameter in the body, from 
whence is drawn a fort of clammy juice, which being boiled a little becomes perfect 
tar; and if you boil it much it will become hard as pitch. It may be put to either 
ufe : we ufed it both ways, and found it to be very ferviceable. The way that they 
get this juice, is by cutting a great gap horizontally in the body of the tree, half through 
and about a foot from the ground ; and then cutting the upper part of the body aflope 
inwardly downward, till in the middle of the tree it meets with the traverfe cutting or 
plain. In this plain horizontal femicircular ftump they make a hollow like a bafon, 
that may contain a quart or two. Into this hole the juice which drains from the 
wounded upper part of the tree falls, from whence you muft empty it every day. It 
will run thus for fome months, and then dry away, and the tree will recover again. 

The fruit trees that nature hath bellowed on thefe ifles are mangoes, and trees;, 
bearing a fort of grape, and other trees bearing a kind of wild or baftard nutmegs. 
Thefe all grow wild in the woods, and in very great plenty. 

The mangoes here grow on trees as big as apple trees : thofe at Fort St^ George 
are not fo large. The fruit of thefe is as big as a fmall peach ; but long and fmaller 
towards the top: it is of ayellowilh colour when ripe; it is very juicy, and of a 
pleafant fineII, and delicate tafte. When the mango is young they cut them in two 
pieces and pickle them with fak and vinegar, in which they put fome cloves of garlick. 
This is an excellent fauce, and much efteemed; it is called mango-aehar. Achar, I 
prefume, fignifies fauce. They make in the Eaft Indies, efpecially at Siam and Pegu, 
feveral forts of achar, as of the young tops of bamboos, &c. Bamboo-achar ;uid mango- 
achar are moft ufed. The mangoes were ripe when we were there;, as were alfo the 
reft of thefe fruits, and they have then fo delicate a fragrancy, that we could frnell 
them out in the thick woods if we had but the wind of them, while we were a good 
way from them, and jould not fee them; and we generally found them out this way. 

a Mangoes 


40 


DAMPlER’s ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES* 


Mangoes are common in many places of the Eaft Indies; but I did never know any 
grow wild only at this place. Thefe, though not fo big as thofe I have feen at Achin, 
and at Maderas or Fort St* George, are yet every whit as pleafant as the befl fort ot 
their garden mangoes* 

The grape tree grows with a ftrait body, of a diameter about a foot or more, and 
hath but few limbs or boughs. The fruit grows in chillers, all about the body of the 
tree, like the jack, durian, and cacao fruits* There are ot them both red and white* 
They are much like fuch grapes as grow on our vines, both in fhape and colour ; 
and they are of a very pleafant winy tafte. I never faw thefe but on the two bigg eft 
of thefe i(lands ; the reft had no tar trees, mangoes, grape trees, nor wild nutmegs. 

The wild nutmeg tree is as big as a walnut tree; but it does not fpread fo much* 
The boughs are grofs, and the fruit grows among the boughs, as the walnut and other 
fruits* This nutmeg is much fmaller than the true nutmeg, and longer alfo. It is 
inclofed with a thin ftiell, and a fort of mace encircling the nut within the fhell- This 
baftard nutmeg is fo much like the true nutmeg in fhape, that at our fil'd: arrival here 
we thought it to be the true one ; but it hath no manner of fmeil nor tafte. 

The animals of thefe iflands are fome hogs, lizards, and guanoes * and fame of thofe 
creatures mentioned in Chap. XL which are like, but much bigger than the guanoes. 

Here are many forts of birds, as parrots, paroquets, doves, and pigeons. Here are 
alfo a fort of wild cocks and hens: they are much like our tame fowl of that kind, 
but a great deal lefs, for they are about the bignefs of a crow. The cocks do crow 
like ours, but much more fmall and fhrill; and by their crowing we do firft find them 
out in the woods where we flioot them* Their flefh is very white and fweet. 

There are a great many limpits and mufcles, and plenty of green turtle. 

And upon this mention of turtle again, I think it not amifs to add fome reafons to 
ftrengthen the opinion that I have given concerning thefe creatures removing from 
place to place. I have faid in Chap* V* that they leave their corqmon feeding places, 
and go to places a great way from thence, to lay, as particularly to the ifland Afcen* 
fion* & Now I have difeourfed with fome fince that iubject was printed, who are oi 
opinion, that when the laying time is over they never go from thence, but lie fonie- 
where in the fea about the ifland, which I think is very improbable ) for them can be 
food for them there, as I could foon make appear; as particularly from hence, that 
the fea about the ifle of Afcenfion is fo deep as to admit of no anchoring but at one 
place, where there is no fign of grafs ; and we never bring up with our founding lead 
any grafs or weeds out of very deep feas, but fand, or the like, only* But if this be 
granted, that there is food for them, yet I have a great deal of reafon to believe that the 
turtle go from hence ; for after the laying time you fhall never fee them, and where- 
ever turtle are, you will fee them rife and hold their head above water to breathe, once 
in feven or eight minutes, or at longeft in ten or twelve- And if any man does but 
confider how fifh take their certain feafons of the year to go from one fea to another, 
this would not feem ftrange ; even fowls alfo having their feafons to remove from one 

place to another. _ n . a - 

Thefe iflands are pretty well watered with fmall brooks of frefh water, that run tluih 
into the fea for ten months in the year* The latter end of March they begin to dry 
away, and in April you fhall have none in the brooks but what is lodged in deep holes; 
but you may dig wells in fome places. In May, when the rain comes, the land is again 
replenifhed with wafer, and the brooks run out into the fea. p 

Thefe iflands lie very commodioufly in the way to and from Japan, China, Manila* 
A Tunquin* 
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Tunquin, Cochin-China, and in general all this moll eaflerly coaft of the Indian con¬ 
tinent, whether you go through the ftreights of Malacca, or the ftreights of Sunda, 
between Sumatra and Java; and one of them you muff pafs in the common way from 
Europe, or other parts of the Eaft Indies; unlefs you mean to fetch a great compafs 
round moll of the Eaft India iflands, as we did. Any fliip in diltrefs may be refrelhed 
and recruited here very conveniently; and, befides ordinary accommodations, be fur- 
nifhed with mails, yards, pitch, and tar. It might alfo l>e a convenient place to ulher 
in a commerce with the neighbouring country of Cochin-China, and forts might be 
built to fecure a factory ; particularly at the harbour, which is capable of being well 
fortified. 

The inhabitants of this ill and are by n ation Cochin- Chinefe, as they told us; for one 
of them fpohe good Malayan, which language we learnt a fmattering of, and fome of 
us fo as to fpeak it pretty well, while we lay at Mindanao; and this is the common 
tongue of trade and commerce (though it be not in feveral of them the native language) 
in molt of the Eaft India iflands, being the lingua Franca , as it were, of thefe parts. 
I believe it is the vulgar tongue at Malacca, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo; but at Ce¬ 
lebes, the Philippine iflands, and the fpice-iflands, it feems borrowed for the carrying 
on of trade. 

The inhabitants of Pulo Condore are but a fmall people in ftature, well enough 
lhaped, and of a darker colour than the Mindanayans. They are pretty long vifaged, 
their hair is black and ftraight, their eyes are but fmall and black, their nofes of a mean 
bignefs and pretty high, their lips thin, their teeth white, and little mouths. They 
are very civil people, but extraordinary poor. Their chiefeft employment is to draw 
the juice of thofe trees that I have defcribed to make tar. They preferve it in wooden 
troughs; and when they have their cargo, they tranfport it to Cochin-China, their 
mother country. Some others of them employ themfelves to catch turtle, and boil 
up their fat to oil, which they alfo tranfport home, Thefe people have great large 
nets, with wide meflies to catch the turtle. The Jamaica turtlers have fuch ; but I did 
never fee the like nets but at Jamaica and here. 

They are fo free of their women, that they would bring them aboard and offer them 
to us ; and many of our men hired them for a fmall matter. This is a cuftom ufed 
by feveral nations in the Eaft Indies, as at Pegu, Siam, Cochin-China, and Cambodia, 
as I have been told. It is ufed at Tunquin alfo to my knowledge; for I did afterwards 
make a voyage thither, and mod of our men had women on board all the time of our 
abode there. In Africa, alfo, on the coaft of Guinea, our merchants, factors, and 
feamen that refide there, have their black mifies. It is accounted a piece of policy to 
do it; for the chief fa&ors and captains of fliips have the great men’s daughters of¬ 
fered them, the mandarins’ or noblemen’s at Tunquin, and even the King’s wives in 
Guinea; and by this fort of alliance the country people are engaged to a greater friend- 
fhip; and if there fhould arife any difference about trade, or any thing elfe, w'hich 
■might provoke the native to feek fome treacherous revenge, to which all thefe heathen 
nations are very prone, then thefe Dalilahs would certainly declare it to their white 
friends, and fo hinder their countrymen’s defign. 

Thefe people are idolaters; but their manner of worfhip I know not. There are a 
' few fcattering houfesand plantations on the great ifland, and a fmall village on the fouth 
fide of it; where there is a little idol temple, and an image of an elephant about five 
feet high, and in bignefs proportionable, placed on one fide of the temple; and a horfe 
not fo big placed the other fide of it; both Handing with their heads towards the fouth. 
vol. xi. g . Ilie 
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The temple’ itfelf was low and ordinary, built of wood, and thatched like one of their 
houfes, which are but very meanly. 

The images of the horfe and the elephant were the moll general idols that I ob- 
ferved in the temples of Tunquin, when I travelled there. There were other images 
alfo of beafts, birds, and fifh. I do not remember I faw any human lhape there, nor 
any fuch monftrous rcprefentalions.as I have feen among the Chinefe. Wherever the 
Chinefe feamen or merchants come (and they are very numerous all over thefe feas) 
they have always hideous idols on board their jonks or (hips, with altars, and lamps 
burning before them. Thefe idols they bring alhore with them ; and befide thofe they 
have in common, every man hath one in his own houfe. Upon fome particular fo- 
lemn days I have feen their bonzies, or priells, bring whole armfuls of painted papers, 
and burn them with a great deal of ceremony, being very careful to let no piece efcape 
them. The fame day they killed a goat which had been purpofely fatting a month 
before j this they offer or prefent before their idol, and then drefs it and feart them* 
felves with it. 1 have feen them do this in Tunquin, where I have at the fame time 
been invited to their feafts; and at Bancouli, in the ille of Sumatra, they fent a 
ffioulder of the facrificed goat to the Englith, who eat of it, and afked me to do fo too j 
but 1 refufed. 

When I was at Maderas, or Fort St. George, I took notice of a great ceremony ufed 
for feveral nights fucceffively by the idolaters inhabiting the fuburbs: both men and 
women (thefe very well clad) in a great multitude went in folemn proceffion with 
lighted torches, carrying their idols about with them. I knew not the meaning of it. 

I obferved fome went purpofely carrying oil to fprinkle into the lamps, to make them 
burn the brighter. They began their round about eleven a clock at night, and 
having paced it gravely about the ftreets till two or three a clock in the morning, 
their idols were carried with much ceremony into the temple by the chief of the 
proceflion, and fome of the women I faw enter the temple, particularly. Their idols 
were different from thofe of Tunquin, Cambodia, &c. being in human lhape. 

I have faid already that we arrived at thefe iflands the fourteenth day of March 
1687. The next day we fearched about for a place to careen in; and the fixteenth 
day we entered the harbour, and immediately provided to careen. Some men were 
fet to fell great trees to faw into planks ; others went to unrigging the fhip ; fome 
made a houfe to put our goods in, and for the fail-niaker to work in. The country 
people referred to us, and brought us of the fruits of the ifland, with hogs, and fome- 
times turtle; for which they received rice in exchange, which we had a fhip load of, 
taken at Manila. We bought of them alfo a good quantity of their pitchy liquor, 
which we boiled, and ufed about our fhip’s bottom. We mixed it firft with lime, 
which we made here, and it made an excellant coat, and ftuck on very well. 

We ftaid in this harbour from the 16th day of March, till the 16th of April; in 
which time we made a new fuit of fails of the cloth that was taken in the prize. We 
cut a fpare main-top-mart, and Jawed plank to fheath the fhip’s bottom; for ffie was 
not fheathed all over at Mindanao, and that old plank that was left on then we now 
ript off, and clapped on new. 

While we lay here two of our men died, who were poifoned at Mindanao; they told 
us of it when they found themfelves poifoned, and had lingered ever fince. They 
were opened by our doflror, according to their own requeft before they died, and their 
livers were black, light and dry, like pieces of cork. 

Our bufmefs being fmifhed here, we left the Spanifh prize taken at Manila, and 
inoft of the rice, taking out enough for ourfelves j and on the 17 th day we went from 

hence 
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hence to the place where we firft anchored, on the north-fide of the great ifland, pur- 
pof e ]y to water; for there was a great ftreani when we firft came to the ifland, and 
we thought it was fo now. But we found it dried up, only it flood in holes, two or 
three hogflieads or a tun in a hole : therefore we did immediately cut bamboos, and 
made fpouts, through which we conveyed the water down to the fea-fide, by taking 
it up in bowls, and pouring it into thefe fpouts or troughs. We conveyed fome of 
it thus near half a mile. While we were tilling our water. Captain Head engaged an 
old man, one of the inhabitants of this ifland, the fame who 1 faid could fpeak the 
Malayan language, to be his pilot to the bay of Siam ; for he had often been telling 
us, that he was well acquainted there, and that he knew fome iflands there, where 
there were fithermen lived, who he thought could fupply us with falt-fifli to eat at 
fea; . for we had nothing but rice to eat. The eafterly monfoon was not yet done j 
therefore it was concluded to fpend fome time there, and then take the advantage of 
the beginning of the weftern monfoon, to return to Manila again. 

The 21 ft day of April 1687, we failed from Pulo Condore, direfting our courfe 
■weft by fouth for the bay of Siam. We had fair weather, and a fine moderate gale of 
wind at eaft-north-eaft. 

The 23d day we arrived at Pulo Ubi, or the ifland Ubi. This ifland is about forty 
leagues to the weftward of Pulo Condorej it lies juft at the entrance of the bay of 
Siam, at the fouth-weft point of land, that makes the bay; namely, the point of Cain- 
bodia. This ifland is about feven or eight leagues round, and it is higher land than 
any of Pulo Condore ifles. Againft the fouth-eaft part of it there is a fmall key, 
about a cables’ length from the main ifland. This Pulo Ubi is very woody, and it has 
good water on the north fide, where you may anchor; but the beft anchoring is on the 
eaft fide againft a fmall bay ; then you will have the little ifland to the fouthward of you. 

At Pulo Ubi we found two fmall barks laden with rice. They belonged to Cam¬ 
bodia, from whence they came not above two or three days before, and they touched 
here to lill water. Rice is the general food of all thefe countries, therefore it is tranf- 
ported by fea from one country to another, as com in thefe parts of the world. For 
in fome countries they produce more than enough for themfelves, and fend what they 
can fpare to thofe places where there is but little. 

The 24th day we went into the bay of Siam : this is a large deep bay, of which 
and of this kingdom I ihall at prefent fpeak but little, became I defign a more parti¬ 
cular account of all thiscoaft, to wit, of lonquin, Cociiin-CUina, Siam, Champa, Gom- 
bodia, and Malacca, making all the rnoft eafterly part of the continent of Afia, lying 
fouth of China: but to do it in the courfe of this voyage, would too much fwell this 
volume; and I (hall chufe therefore to give a feparate relation of what I know or 
have learnt of them, together with the neighbouring parts of Sumatra, Java, &c. where 
I have fpent fome time. 

We ran down into the bay of Siam, till we caine to the iflands that our Pulo Con¬ 
dore pilot told us of, which lie about the middle of the bay : but as good a pilot as he 
was, be ran us aground ; yet we had no damage. Captain Read went afliore at thefe 
iflands, where he found a finall town of filhermen; but they had no filli to fell, and fo 
we returned empty. 

We had yet fair weather, and very little wind ; fo that being, often becalmed, we 
were till the 13th day of May before we got to Pulo Ubi again, lhere we found 
two finall veffels at an anchor on the eaft fide 1 they were laden with rice and laquer, 
which is ufed in japanning of cabinets. One of thefe came from Champa, bound to 
the town of Malacca, which belongs to the Dutch, who took it from the Portuguefe; 
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and this (hews that they have a trade with Champa. This was a very pretty neat veflel, 
her bottom very clean and curioufly coated ; flie had about forty men all armed with 
cortans, or broad fwords, lances, and fome gulls, that went with a fwivel upon their 
gunnel. They were of the idolaters, natives of Champa, and fome of the brilkeft, 
moll fodable, without fearfulnefs or fhynefs, and the molt neat and dextrous about 
their {hipping, of any fuch I have met with in all my travels. The other veflel came 
from the river of Cambodia, and was bound towards the {freights of Malacca. Both 
of them flopped here, for the vvefterly winds now began to blow, which were againft 
them, being fomcwhat bleated. 

We anchored alfo on the eaft-fide, intending to fill water. While we lay here we 
had very violent wind at fouth-weft, and a ftrong current fetting right to windward. 
The fiercer the wind blew, the more ftrong the current fet againft it. This ftorm lafted 
till the 20th day, and then it began to abate. 

The 2 tft day of May we went back from hence towards Pulo Condore. In our way 
we overtook a great jonk that came from Palimbam, a town on the ifland Sumatra : 
flie was full laden with pepper which they bought there, and was bound to Siam : 
but it blowing fo hard, flie was afraid to venture into that bay, and therefore came to 
Pulo Condore with us, where we both anchored May the 24th. This veflel was of 
the Chinefe make, full of little rooms or partitions, like our well-boats. I fball de- 
feribe them in the next chapter. The men of this jonk told us, that the Engltfh were 
fettled on the ifland Sumatra, at a place called Sillabar ; and the firft knowledge we 
had that the Englifh had any fettlenient on Sumatra was from thefe. 

When we came to an anchor, we faw a fmall bark at an anchor near the Ihore j 
therefore Captain Read fent a canoe aboard her to know from whence they came 
and fuppofing that it was a Malayan veflel, he ordered the men not to go aboard, for 
they are accounted defperate fellows, and their veffels are commonly full of men, who 
all wear creffets, or little daggers by their fides. The canoe’s crew not minding the 
captain's orders went aboard, all but one man that ftaid in the canoe. The Malayans, 
who were about twenty of them, feeing our men all armed, thought that they came 
to take their veflel; therefore at once, on a fignal given, they drew out their creffets, 
and {tabbed five or fix of our men before they knew what the matter was. The reft 
of our men leaped over-board, fome into the canoe, and fome into the fea, and fo 
got au'ay. Among the reft, one Daniel Wallis leaped into the fea, who could never 
fwim before nor fince; yet now he fwam very well a good while before he was taken 
up. When the canoes came aboard. Captain Read manned two canoes, and went 
to be revenged on the Malayans; but they feeing him coming, did cut a hole in the 
veffel’s bottom, and went alhore in their boat. Captain Read followed them, but 
they ran into the woods and hid themfelves. Here we ftaid ten or elven days, for it 
blew very hard all the time. While we ftaid here Herman C-oppinger our furgeon 
went alhore, intending to live here ; but Captain Read fent fome men to fetch him 
again. I had the fame thoughts, and would have gone afhore too, but waited for a 
more convenient place. For neither he nor I, when we were laft on board at Min¬ 
danao, had any knowledge of the plot that was laid to leave Captain Swan, and run 
away with the fhip ; and being fufficiently weary of this mad crew, we were willing to 
give them the flip at any place from whence we might hope to get a paffage to an Eng- 
iifii faSory. There was nothing elfe of moment happened while we ftaid here *. 

* He then proceeds to China, and returns to the Afiatic Iilands, 
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CHAP.V.- — The IJles to which they gave the Names of Orange, Monmouth , Grafton, Bajhee , 
und Goat (/lands, in general, the Bajhee (/lands. — A Digreffion concerning the different 
Depths of the Sea near high or low Lands , Soil, &c. as before. — The Soil, Fruits 
and Animals of thefe (/lands. — The Inhabitants and their Chalking. — Rings of a 
yellow Metal like Gold—Their Houfes built on remarkable Precipices .— Their 
Boats and Employments. — Their Food of Goat Skins,Entrails, life. —Parcht Locujls .— 
Bajhee or Sugar-cane Drink. — Of their Language and Original, Launce's and Buffaloe 
Coats. — No Idols, nor civil Form of Government. — A young Man buried alive by 
them ; fippofcd to be for Theft. — Their Wives and Children, and Hujhandry. — 
Their Manners, Entertainments and Traffick. — Of the Ship’s firfi hitercourfe with 
thefe People, and Bartering with them. — Their Courfe among the (/lands ; their Stay 
there, and Provifion to depart. — They are driven off by a violent Storm, and return. — 
The Natives Kindnefs to fix of them left behindThe Crew, difcouraged by thofe 
Storms, quit their Deftgn of cruifng off Manila for the Acapulco Ship; and it is re- 
folved to fetch a Compafs to Cape Comorin, and fo for the Red-Sea. 

THE fixth day of Auguft we arrived at the five iflands that we were bound to, 
and anchored on the eaft fide of the northermoft ifland, in fifteen fathoms, a cable’s 
length from the fhore. Here, contrary to our expectation, we found abundance of 
inhabitants in fight; for there were three large towns all within a league of the fea; 
and another larger town than any of the three, on the backfide of a fmall hill clofe by 
alfo as we found afterwards. Thefe iflands lie in latitude twenty degrees twenty 
minutes north latitude by my obfervation, for I took it there, and 1 find their longi¬ 
tude, according to our drafts, to be one hundred and forty-one degrees fifty minutes, 
Thefe iflands having no particular names in the drafts, fome or other of us made ufe 
of the feamen’s privilege, to give them what names we pleafe. Three of the iflands 
were pretty large; the weftermoft is the biggeft. This the Dutchmen who were 
among us called the Prince of Orange’s ifland, in honour of His prefent Majefty. It 
is about feven or eight leagues long, and about two leagues wide ; and it lies aUnoft 
north and fouth. The other two great iflands are about four or five leagues to the 
eaft ward of this. The northermoft of them where we firft anchored, I called the 
Duke of Grafton’s Ifle, as foon as we landed on it; having married my wife out of 
his Dutchefs’s family, and leaving her at Arlington houfe, at my going abroad. This 
ifle is about four leagues long, and one league and a half wide, ftretching north and 
fouth. The other great ifland our feamen called the Duke of Monmouth’s ifland. 
This is about a league to the fouthward of Grafton Ifle. It is about three leagues long 
and a league wide, lying as the other. Between Monmouth and the fouth-end of 
Orange Ifland, there are two fmall iflands of a roundifh form, lying eaft and weft. 
The eaftermoft ifland of the two, our men unanimoufly called Bafliee ifland, from a 
liquor which vve drank there plentifully every day, after we came to an anchor at it. 
The other, which is the finalleft of all, we called Goat ifland, from the great number 
of goats there; and to the northward of them all, are two high rocks. 

Orange ifland, which is the biggeft of them all, is not inhabited. It is high land, 
flat and even on the top, with fteep cliffs againft the fea ; for which reafon we could 
not go afliore there, as we did on all the reft. 

1 have made it my general obfervation, that where the land is fenced with fteep 
rocks and cliffs againft the fea, there the fea is very deep, and fe Ido m affords anchor 
ground ; and on the other fide where the land falls away with a declivity into the fea, 
6 (although 


DAMPIEr's ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES. 


46 

(although the land be extraordinary high within,) yet there are commonly good 
foundings, and confequently anchoring ; and as the vifible declivity of the land appears 
near, or at the edge of the water, whether pretty fteep or more doping, fo we com¬ 
monly find our anchor ground to be more or lefs deep or fteep; therefore we come 
nearer the fliore, or anchor farther off as we fee convenient; for there is no coaft in 
the world that 1 know, or have heard of, where the land is of a continual heighth, 
without fome finall valleys or declivities, which lie intermixt with the high land. They 
are the fubfidings of valleys or low lands, that make dents in the fliore and creeks, 
final! bays and harbours, or little coves, &c. which afford good anchoring, the 
furface of the earth being there lodged deep under water. Thus we find many good 
harbours on fuch coafts, where the land bounds the fea with fteep cliffs, by reafon 
of the declivities, or fubfiding of the land between thefe cliffs: but where the 
declenfion from the hills or cliffs is not within land, between hill and hill, but, as on 
the coaft of Chili and Peru, the declivity is toward the main fea, or into it, the coaft 
being perpendicular, or very fteep from the neighbouring hills, as in thofe countries 
from the Andes, that run along the fliore, there is a deep fea, and few or no har¬ 
bours or creeks. All that coaft is too fteep for anchoring, and hath the feweft roads 
fit for lhips of any coaft I know. The coafts of Gallicia, Portugal, Norway and 
Newfoundland, &c. are coafts like the Peruvian, and the high iflands of the- Archi¬ 
pelago ; but yet not fo fcanty of good harbours ; for where there are fliort ridges of 
land, there are good bays at the extremities of thofe ridges, where they plunge into 
the fea; as on the coaft of Caraccos, &c. The ifland of John Fernando, and the 
ifland St. Helena, &c. are fuch high land with deep fliore: and in general, the 
plunging of any land under water, feems to be in proportion to the riling of its con¬ 
tinuous part above water, more or lefs fteep; and it muft be a bottom almoft level, 
or very gently declining, that affords good anchoring. Ships being foon driven from 
their moorings on a fteep bank : therefore we never ftrive to anchor where we fee 
the land high, and bounding the fea with fteep cliffs; and for this reafon, when we 
came in fight of States Ifland near Terra del Fuego, before we entered into the fouth- 
feas, we did not fo much as think of anchoring after we faw what land it was, becaufe 
of the fteep cliffs which appeared againft the fea: yet there might be little harbours 
or coves for Ihallops, or the like, to anchor in, which we did not fee or fearcli after. 

As high fteep cliffs bounding on the fea have this ill confequence, that they feldom 
afford anchoring j fo they have this benefit, that we can fee them far off, and fail clofe 
to them, without danger; for which reafon we call them bold fliores : whereas low 
land on the contrary, is feen but a little way, and in many places we dare not come 
near it, for fear of running a ground before we fee it. Befides there are in many 
places fhoals thrown out by the courfe of great rivers, that from the low land fall into 
the fea. 

This which I have faid, that there is ufually good anchoring near the low lands, 
may be illuftrated by feveral inftances. Thus on the fouth fide of the bay of Cam- 
peaehey, there is moftly low land, and there alfo is good anchoring all along fliore ; 
and in fome places to the eaftward of the town of Campeachy, we fliall have fo many 
fathom as we are leagues off from land ; that is from nine or ten leagues diftance till 
you come within four leagues: and from thence to land it grows but fhallower. The 
bay of Honduras alfo is'low land, and continues moftly fo, as we pad along from 
thence to the coafts of Portobel, and Cartagena, tilt we came as high as Santa Martha; 
afterwards the land is low again, till you come towards the coaft of Caraccos, 
which is a high coaft and bold fliore. The land about Surinam on the fame coaft is 
- 0 a low 
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low and good anchoring, and that over on the coaft of Guinea is fuch alfo. And 
fuch too is the bay of Panama, where the pilotbook orders the pilot always to found, 
and not to come within fuch a depth, be it by night or day. In the fame feas from 
the high land of Guatimala in Mexico, to California, there is nioftly low land and 
good anchoring. In the main of Afia, the coaft of China, the bay of Siam and Bengal, 
and all the coaft of Coromandel, and the coaft about Malacca, and againft it the ifland 
Sumatra on that fide, are moftly low anchoring fhores. But on the weft fide of 
Sumatra, the fhore is high and bold ; fo mod of the iflands lying to the eaftward of 
Sumatra ; as the iflands Borneo, Celebes, Gilolo, and abundance of iflands of Ids 
note, lying feathering up and down thofe feas, are low land, and have good anchoring 
about them, with many fhoals fcattered to and fro among them ; but the iflands 
lying againft the Eaft Indian ocean, efpecially the weft Tides of them, are high land 
and fteep, particularly the weft parts, not only of Sumatra, but alfo of Java, Timor, 
&c. Particulars are endlefs $ but in general it is feldom but high fhores and 
deep waters; and on the other fide, low land and {hallow feas are found together* 

But to return from this digreffion, to fpeak of the reft of thefe iflands. Monmouth 
and Grafton ifies are very hilly, with many of thofe fteep inhabited precipices on them, 
that I fhall defcribe particularly. The two fmall iflands are flat and even; only 
the Baftiee ifland hath one fteep fcraggy hill, but Goat ifland is all flat and very 
even. 

The mould of thefe iflands in the valley is blackifh in fome places, but in moft red. 
The hills are very rocky: the valleys are well watered with brooks of frefh water, 
which run into the fea in many different places. The foil is indifferent fruitful, 
efpecially in the valleys; producing pretty great plenty of trees (though not very 
big) and thick grafs. The Tides of the mountains have alfo fhort grafs, and fome 
of the mountains have mines within them; for the natives told us, that the yellow 
metal they Slewed us, (as I fhall fpeak more particularly) came from thefe moun¬ 
tains ; for when they held it up they would point towards them. 

The fruit of the iflands are a few plantains, bonanoes, pine-apples, pumpkins, 
fugar canes, &c. and there might be more if the natives would, for the ground feems 
fertile enough. Here are great plenty of potatoes and yams, which is the common 
food for the natives for bread kind : for thofe few plantains they have, are only 
nfed as fruit. They have fome cotton growing here of the fmall plants. 

Here are plenty of goats and abundance of hogs; but few fowls, either wild or 
tame. For this I have always obferved in my travels, both in the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, that in thofe places where there is plenty of grain, that is, of rice in one, and 
maiz in the other, there are alfo found great abundance of fowls ; but on the contrary, 
few fowls in thofe countries where the inhabitants feed on fruits and roots only. The 
few wild fowls that are here are parakites, and fome other fmall birds. Their tame 
fowl are only a few cocks and hens. 

Monmouth and Grafton iflands are very thick inhabited ; and Baftiee ifland hath 
one town on it# The natives of thefe iflands are fiiort iquat people ; they are gene* 
raly round vifaged, with low foreheads and thick eye-brows j their eyes of a hazel 
colour and fmall, yet bigger than the Chinefe; fhort low nofes, and their lips and 
mouths middle proportioned; their teeth are white, their hair is black and thick, 
and lank, which they wear but fhort; it will juft cover their ears, and fo it is cut 
round very even. Their fldns are of a very dark copper-colour. 

They wear no hat, cap, nor turbat, or any thing to keep off the fun. The men 
for the biggeft part have only a fmall clout to cover their nakednefs ^ fome of them 

have 
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have jackets made of plantain leaves, which were as rough as any bear’s fldn : I never 
faw luch rugged things. The women have a fhort petticoat made of cotton, which 
conies a little below their knees. It is a thick fort of ftubborn cloth, which they 
make themfelves of their cotton. Both men and women do wear large ear-rings, 
made of that yellow metal before mentioned. Whether it were gold or no I cannot 
pofitively fay ; I took it to be fo, it was heavy and of the colour of our paler gold. 

I would fain have brought away fome to have fatisfied my curiofity ; but I had nothing 
wherewith to buy any. Captain Read bought two of thefe rings with fome iron, of 
which the people are very greedy ; and he would have bought more, thinking lie was 
come to a very fair market, but that the palenefs of the metal made him and his crew 
diftruft its being right gold. For my part, I Ihould have ventured on the purchafe of 
fome, but having no property in the iron, of which we had great ft ore on board, 
fent from England by the merchants along with Captain Swan, I durft not barter it 

Thefe rings when firft polilhed look very glorioufly, but time makes them fade, 
-md turn to a pale yellow, lhen they make a loft pafte of red earth,^ and fmeanng 
it over their rings, they call; them into a quick fire, where they remain till they be 
red hot; then they take them out and cool them in water, and rub off the pafte ; and 
they look again of a glorious colour and luftre. 

Thefe people make but fmall low houfes. The fides which are made of fmall polls, 
wattled with boughs, are not above four feet and a half high : the ridge-pole is about 
feven or eight feet high. They have a fire place at one end of their houfes, and 
boards placed on the ground to lie on. They inhabit together in fmall villages built 
on the fides and tops of rocky hills, three or four rows of houfes one above another, 
and on fuch fteep precipices, that they go up to the firft row with a wooden ladder, 
and fo with a ladder ftill from every ftory up to that above it, there being no way to 
afcend. The plain on the firft precipice may be fo wide, as to have room both for a 
row of houfes that (land all along on the edge or brink of it, and a very narrow ftreet 
running along before their doors, between the row of houfes and the foot of the next 
precipice: the plain of which is in a manner level to the tops of the houfes below, 
and fo for the reft. The common ladder to each row or ftreet comes up at a narrow 
paffage left purpofely about the middle of it; and the ftreet being bounded with a 
precipice alfo at each end, it is but drawing up the ladder if they be affaulted, and 
then there is no coming at them from .below, but by climbing up as agamft a per¬ 
pendicular wall; and that they may not be afiaulted from above, they take care to 
build on the fide of fuch a hill, whofe back-fide hangs over the fea, or is fome high, 
fteep, perpendicular precipice altogether inacceflible. Thefe precipices are natuial; 
for the rocks feem too hard to work on •, nor is there any fign that art hath been em¬ 
ployed about them. On Bafhee ifland there is one fuch, and built upon, with its back 
next the fea. Grafton and Monmouth ifles are very thick fet with thefe hills and 
towns; and the natives, whether for fear of pirates or foreign enemies, or factions 
among their own elans, care not for building but in thefe faftnefles; which I take 
to be the reafon that Orange ifle, though the largeft, and as fertile as any, yet 
being level .and expofed hath no inhabitants. I never faw the like precipices 

Thefe people are pretty ingenious alfo in building boats. 1 heir fmall boats are 
much like our deal yalls, but not fo big; and they are built with very narrow plank. 
Dinned with wooden pins, and fome nails. They have alfo fome pretty large boats, 
which will carry forty or fifty men. Thefe they row with twelve or fourteen oars 
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of a fide. They are built much like the fmall ones, and they row doubled banked ; that 
is s two men fitting on one bench, but one rowing on one fide, the other on the 
other fide of the boat. They underftand the ufe of iron, and work it themfelves- 
Their bellows are like thofe at Mindanao. 

The common employment for the men is fifhing ; but I did never fee them catch 
much : whether it is more plenty at other times of the year I know not. The women 
do manage their plantations, 

I did never fee them kill any of their goats or hogs for themfelves, yet they would 
beg the paunches of the goats that they themfelves did fell to us : and If any of our 
furly fearnen did heave them into the fea, they would take them up again and the 
fkins of the goats alfo. They would not meddle with hogs-guts, if our men threw 
away any befide what they made chitterlings and faufages of. The goat-fkins thefe 
people would carry afhore, and making a fire they would finge off all the hair, and 
afterwards let the fkin lie and parch on the coals, till they thought it eatable : 
and then they would gnaw it and tear it in pieces with their teeth, and at laft fwallow if. 
The paunches of the goats would make them an excellent difh ; they dreffed it in this 
manner : they would turn out all the chopt grafs and crudities found in the maw into 
their pots^ and fet it over the fire, and ftir it about often : this would fmoke and puff, 
and heave up as it was boiling, wind breaking out of the ferment and making a very 
favoury (link. While this was doing, if they had any fifh, as commonly they had two 
or three fmall fifh, thefe they would make very clean (as hating naftinefs belike) and cut 
the flefh from the bone, and then mince the flelh as frnall as poffibly they could, and 
when that in the pot was well boiled they would take it up, and brewing a little fait into 
it they would eat it, mixed with their raw minced flefh. The dung In the maw would 
look like fo much boiled herbs minced very fmall * and they took up their mefs with 
their fingers as die Moors do their pillaw, ufing no fpoons- 

They had another diffi made of a fort of loclifts, whofe bodies are about an inch 
and an half long, and as thick as the top of one’s little finger ; with large thin wings, 
and long and fmall legs- At this time of the year thefe creatures came in great 
fwarnis to devour their potatoedeaves, and other herbs ; and the natives would go out 
with fmall nets, and take a quart at one fweep. When they had enough, they would 
carry them home, and parch them over the fire in an earthen pan; and then their 
wings and legs would fall off, and their heads and backs would turn red like boiled 
fhrimps, being before brownifh. Their bodies being full would eat very moift, their 
heads would crackle in one’s teeth- I did once eat of this difh, and like it well enough* 
but their other difh my ftomach would not take. 

Their common drink is water, as it is of all other Indians : befides which they make 
a fort of drink with the juice of the fugar-cane, which they boil, and put fame fmall 
black fort of berries among it. When it is well boiled they put It into great jars, and 
let it ftand three or four days and work; then It fettles and becomes clear, and is pre- 
fently fit to drink- This is an excellent liquor, and very much like Engiifh beer both 
in colour and tafte. It is very ftrong, and I do believe very wholefome ; for our men, 
who drank brifkly of it all day for feveral weeks, were frequently drunk with it, and 
never fick after it. The natives brought a vaft deal of it every day to thofe aboard and 
afhore ; for fome of our men were afhore at work on Bafhee Ifland $ which ifiand they 
gave that name to from their drinking this liquor there j that being the name which the 
natives call this liquor by; and as they fold it to our men very cheap, fo they did not 
fpare to drink it as freely- And indeed from the plenty of this liquor, and their plenti¬ 
ful ufe of it, our men called all thefe iflands the Baflaee iflands. 
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What language thefe people do fpeak I know not; for it had no affinity in found to 
the Chinefe, which is fpoke much through the teeth, nor yet to the Malayan language. 
They called the metal that their ear-rings were made of bullawan, which is the Min¬ 
danao word for gold; therefore probably they may be related to the Philippine 
Indians ; for that is the general name for gold among alt thofe Indians. I could not 
learn from whence they have their iron, but it is molt likely they go in their great 
boats to the north end of Luconia, and trade with the Indians of that ifland for it. 
Neither did I fee any thing befideiron and pieces of buffaloes* hide, which I could judge 
that they bought of flrangers: their cloaths were of their own growth and manu- 
fcifturc 

1 Thefe men had wooden lances, and a few lances headed with iron ; which are all 
the weapons that they have* I heir armour is apiece of hull aloe hide, fliaped like 
our carter’s frocks, being without fleeves, and fewed both Tides together, with holes 
for the head and the arms to come forth. This buff-coat reaches down to their 
knees: it is clofe about their Ihoulders, but below it is three feet wide, and as thick 

3S I could never perceive them to worlhip any thing, neither had they any idols ^neither 
did thev feem to obferve any one day more than another. I could never perceive that 
one man was of greater power than another, but they feemed to be all equal; only 
every man ruling in his own houfe, and the children refpe&ing and honouring their 

parents^ ^ that have p onie j aw or cuftom by which they are governed : 

for while we lay here we faw a young man buried alive in the earth ; and it was for 
theft as far as we could underftand from them. There was a great deep hole dug, and 
abundance of people came to the place to take their laft faiewel of him . among the reft 
there was one woman who made great lamentation, and took oil the condemned perfon s 
ear-rings. We fuppofed her to be his mother. After he had taken his leave of her and 
fome others he was put into the pit, and covered over with earth. He did not ftruggle* 
but yielded very quietly to his punilhmentg and they crammed the earth clofe upon 
him, and ftifled him. 

They have but one wife, with whom they live and agree very well; and their children, 
live very obediently under them; the boys go out a filhing with their fathers, and the 
girls live at home with their mothers; and when the girls are grown _ pretty llrong 
they fend them to their plantations to dig hames and potatoes, of which they bring 
home on their heads every day enough to ferve the whole family, for they have no rice 

110 Their Z plantations are in the valleys, at a good diflance from their houfes ; where 
every man has a certain fpot of land which is properly his own. This he manageth 
himlelf for his own ufe, and provides enough that he may not be beholding to his 

neighbour. , , , . 

Notwithftanding the feeming naftinefsof their dilh of goat’s maw, they are in their 
perfons a very neat cleanly people, both men and women ; and they are withal the 
quieted: and civilelt people that ever I did meet with. I could never perceive them to be 
angry with one another. I have admired to fee twenty or thirty boats aboard our fhip 
at a time, and yet no difference among them; but all civil and quiet, endeavouring to 
help each other on occafion : no noife nor appearance of diftafle ; and although fome- 
times crofs accidents would happen, which might have fet other men together by the 
ears yet they were not moved by them. Sometimes they will alfo drink freely and 
warm themfelves with their drink, yet neither then could I perceive them out of 
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humour. They are not only thus civil among themfelves but very obliging and kind 
to Grangers, nor were their children rude to us as is ufuaL Indeed the women, when 
we came to their houfes, would modeftly beg any rags or (mail pieces of cloth to 
fwaddie their young ones in 5 holding their children out to us ; and begging is uiual 
among all thefe wild nations* Yet neither did they beg fo importunately as in other 
places, nor did the men ever beg any thing at all; neither, except once at the iirlt 
time that we came to an anchor, as 1 (hall relate, did they ileal any thing*, but dealt 
juftly and with great fmcerity with us, and make us very welcome to their houfes with 
bafliee drink* If they had none of this liquor themfelves they would buy a jar of drink 
of their neighbours, and fit down with us ; for we could fee them go and give a piece 
or two of their gold for fome jars of bafliee. And indeed among wild Indians, as thefe 
fee in to be, I wondered to fee buying and felling, which is not fo uiual, nor to con- 
verfe fo freely as to go aboard ftrangers* fhips with fo little caution, yet their own 
final! trading may have brought them to this* At thefe entertainments they and 
their family, wife and children, drank out of finall calabafhes ; and when by themfelves 
they drink about from one to another, but when any of us came among them they 
would always drink to one of us* 

They have no fort of coin, but they have finall crumbs of the metal before defcribed, 
which they bind up very fafe in plantain-leaves, or the like. 1 his metal they exchange 
For what they want, giving a final! quantity of it, about two or three grains, ror ajar 
of drink that would hold five or fix gallons* They have no fcaies, but give it by guefs- 
Thus much in general* 

To proceed therefore with our affairs t I have faid before that we anchored here the 
6th day of Auguft ; while we were furling our fails there came near a hundred boats 
of the natives aboard with three or four men in each, fo that our deck was full of men. 
We were at firft afraid of them, and therefore got up twenty or thirty finall amis on 
our poop, and kept three or four men as centinels, with guns in their hands, ready to 
fire on them if they had offered to moled us. But they were pretty quiet, only they 
picked up fiich old iron that they found on our deck, and they alfo took out our pump- 
bolts, and linch-pins out of the carriages of our guns before we perceived them- At 
lad one of our men perceived one of them very bufy getting out one of our linch-pins, 
and took hold of the fellow ; who immediately bawled :Out, and all the red prefently 
leaped overboard, fome into their boats, others into the lea, and they all made away 
for the ftiore. But when we perceived their fright we made much of him that was in 
hold, who (food trembling all the while £ and at laft we gave him a finall piece of 
iron, with which he immediately leaped overboard and iwam to his con forts, who 
hovered about our fliip to fee the iffue; then we beckoned to them to come aboard 
again, being very loath to lofe a commerce with thetn. Some of the boats came aboard 
again, and they were always very honed and civil afterward. 

We prefently after this lent a canoe afhore to fee their manner of living, and what 
provifion they had ; the cancels crew were .made very welcome with bafliee drink, 
and faw abundance of hogs, fome of which they bought, and returned aboard* After 
this the natives brought aboard both hogs and goats to us in their own boats j and every 
day we (hould have fifteen or twenty hogs and goats aboard by our fide, Ihele we 
bought for a finall matter, we could buy a good fat goat for an old iron hoop, and a 
lmg of feventy or eighty pounds weightier two or three pounds of iron* 1. heir drink 
alfo they brought oft in jars, which we bought for old nails, fpikes, and leaden bullets* 
Befide the fore-mentioned commodities they brought aboard great quantities of yams 
and potatoes, which we pur chafed for nails, fpikes, or bullets. It was one man s work 
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to be all day cutting out bars of iron into final 1 pieces with a cold chifel; and thefe were 
*oi great purchafes of hogs and goats, which they would not fell for nails as their 
drink and roots. We never let them know what ft ore we have, that they may value 
it the more. Every morning as foonas it was light they would thus come aboard with 
their commodities, which we bought as we had occafion. We did commonly fumifh 
ourfelves with as many goats and roots as ferved us ail the day, and their hogs we 
bought in large quantities as we thought convenient, for we faked them. Their hogs, 
were very fvveet, but I never faw fo many meazled ones* 

We filled all our water at a curious brook clofe by in Grafton's Ifle, where we firft 
anchored. We flayed there about three or four days before we went to other iflands* 
We failed to the fouthward, pafimg on the eaft fide of Grafton Wand, and then pafled 
through between that and Monmouth Wand ; but we found no anchoring till we came 
to the north end of Monmouth Wand, and there we flopped during one tide. The 
tide runs very flrong here, and fometimes makes a fhort chopping fea- Its courfe 
among thefe Wands is fouth by eaft and north by weft. The flood fets to the north, 
and ebbs to the fouth, and it rifeth and falieth eight feet* 

When we went from hence we coafled about two leagues to the fouthward on the 
weft fide of Monmouth Ifland, and finding no anchor ground we flood over to the 
Bafhee Wand, and came to an anchor on the norrh-eaft part of it, againfl a final! Tandy 
bay, in feven fathoms clean hard fand, and about a quarter of a mile from the fhore* 
Here is a pretty wide channel between thefe two iflands, and anchoring all over it* 
The depth of water is twelve, fourteen, and fixteen fathoms* 

We prefently built a tent afhore to mend our fails in, and flayed all the reft of our 
time here, viz. from the 13th day of Auguft till the 26th day of September; in which 
time we mended our fails and ferubbed our fhip’s bottom very well, and everyday fome 
of us went to their towns and were kindly entertained by them. Their boats alfo 
came aboard with their merchandize to fell, and lay aboard all day ; and if we did not 
take it off their hands one day they would bring the fame again the next* 

We had yet the winds at Couth-weft and fouth-fouth-weft, moftly fair weather. In 
October we did expert the winds to fhift to the north-eaft, and therefore we provided to 
fail, as foon as the eaftern monfoon was fettled, to cruize off Manila* Accordingly we 
provided a flock of provifion : we falted feventy or eighty good fat hogs, and bought 
yams and potatoes good ftore to eat*at fea. 

About the 24th day of September the winds fhifted about to the eaft, and from thence 
to the north-eaft, fine fair weather. The 25th it came at north, and began to grow 
frefli, and the fky began to be clouded, and the wind frefhened on us. 

At twelve o’clock at night it blew a very fierce Harm. We were then riding with 
our heft bower a-head, and though our yards and topmafl were down yet we drove, - 
This obliged us to let go our fheet-anchor, veering out a good fcope of cable, which 
Ilopt us till ten or eleven o’clock the next day. Then the wind came on fo fierce, that 
file drove again with both anchors a-head. The wind was now at north by weft, and 
we kept driving till three or four o'clock in the afternoon : and it was well for us that 
there were no iflands, rocks or fands in our way, for if there had we nmft have been 
driven upon them. We ufed our utmoft endeavours to flop here, being loath to go to 
fea, becaufe we had fix of our men afhore, who could not get off now. At laft we 
were driven out into deep water, and then it was in vain to wait any longer: therefore 
we hove in our fheet-cable and got up our fheet-anchor, and cut away our bed bower, 
(for to have heaved her up then would have gone near to have foundered us,) and fo 
put to fea. We had very violent weather the night enfuing, with very hard rain, and 
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were forced to feud with our bare poles till three o’clock in the morning; then the 
wind flackened and we brought our Ihip to under a mizen, and lay with our head to 
to the weft ward. The 27th day the wind abated much, but it rained very hard all day 
and the night enfuing. The 28 th day the wind came about to the north-eaft, and it 
cleared up and blew a hard gale, but it flood not there, for it fluffed about to the eafl- 
ward, thence to the fouth-eaft, then to the fouth, and at laft fettled at fouth-wefl, and 
then we had a moderate gale and fair weather. 

It was the 29th day when the wind came to the fouth-weft ; then we made all the 
fail we could for the ifland again. The 30th day we had the wind at weft and faw the 
iflands, but could not get in before night; therefore we flood off to the fouth ward till 
two o’clock in the morning, then we tacked and flood in all the morning, and about 
twelve o’clock the ill day of October we anchored again at the place from whence we 
were driven, - 

Then our fix men were brought aboard by the natives, to whom we gave'three whole 
bars of iron for their kindnefs and civility, which was an extraordinary prefent to them. 
Mr. Robert Hall was one of the men that was left afhore: I fhall fpeak more of him 
hereafter. He and the reft of them told me, that after the fhip was out of fight the 
natives began to be more kind to them than they had been before, and perfuaded them 
to cut their hair fhortas theirs was, offering to each of them if they would do it a young 
woman to wife, and a fmall hatchet and other iron utenfils fit for a planter in dowry ; 
and withal fhewed them a piece of land for them to manage. They were courted thus 
by feveral of the town where they then were; but they took up their head quarters at 
the houfe of him with whom they firft went afhore. When the fhip appeared in fight 
again they then importuned them for fome iron, which is the chief thing that they covet, 
even above their ear-rings. We might have bought all their ear-rings, or other gold 
they had, with our iron-bars, had we been affured of its goodnefs ; and yet when it 
was touched and compared with other gold we could not difeern any difference, 
though it looked fo pale in the lump; but the feeing them polifli it fo often was a new 
difeouragement. 

This laft florin put our men quite out of heart: for although it was not altogether 
fo fierce as that which we were in on the coafl of China, which was ftill frefh in me¬ 
mory, yet it wrought more powerfully, and frighted them from their defign of cruizing 
before Manila, fearing another florin there. Now every man wiflied himfelf at home, 
as they had done a hundred times before : but Captain Read, and Captain leat the 
matter, perfuaded them to go towards Cape Comorin, and then they would tell them 
more of their minds, intending doubtlefs to cruize in the Red-Sea j and they eafily pre¬ 
vailed with the crew. 

The eaflem monfoon was now at hand, and the befl way had been to go through 
the flreights of Malacca 1 but Captain feat laid it was dangerous, by reafon of many 
iflands and fhoals there, with which none of us were acquainted. Therefore he 
thought it befl: to go round on the eaft fide of all the Philippine Iflands, and fo keep¬ 
ing fouth toward the Spice Iflands, to pafs out into the Eaft Indian Ocean about the 

ifland Timor. r „ . 

This feemed to be a very tedious way about, and as dangerous altogether for lhoals } 
but not for meeting with Ivuglifh or Dutch fliips, which was their greatefl feai. I was 
well enough fatisfied, knowing that the farther we went the more knowledge and expe¬ 
rience 1 fhould get, which was the main thing that I regarded j and fhould alio have 
the more variety of places to attempt an efcape from them, being fully refolved to take 
the firft opportunity of giving them the flip. 
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CHAP. VI. — They depart from the Bafhee Iflands y and faffing by fame others y and the 
North End of Luconia. —Su JohtCs Ifle y and other of the Philippines* — They flop 
at the two IJles near Mindanao ; where they reft their Ship , and make a Pump after 
the Spanijh Fajhion* — By the young Prince of the Spice {/lands they have News of 
Captain Swan and bis Men , left at MindanaoThe Author propofes to the Crew to 
return to him , but in vain. — The Story of his Murder at Mindanao . — The Clove 
{/lands . — Ternate* — Tidore , £sf<r. — The {/land Celebes y and Dutch Town of Ma - 
caffer. — They coafl along the Eajl Side of the Celebes , and between it and other {/lands 
and Shoals with great Difficulty. — Shy 2 'urtle* — Vajl Cockles. — A wild Vine of great 
Virtue for Sores. — Great Trees; one excejjvvely big . —Beacons injlead of Buoys on the 
Shoals. — A Spout; a Defcripiioh of them* with a Story of one, —Uncertain Torna¬ 
does. — Turtle . — The {/land Bouton** and its chief Town and Harbour Callafufung , — 
The Inhabitants, — Vijits given and received by the Sultan .—- His Device in the Flag 
of his Prow ; his Guards^ Habit 9 and Children . — Their Commerce* — Their different 
Efieem (as they pretend) of the Englijh and Dutch ,— Maritime Indians fell others for 
Slaves,—Their Reception in the Town* — A Boy with four Rows of Teeth. — Parakites, 
— CrockadorcS) a Sort of white Parrots . — They pafs among other inhabited {/lands* — 
Qmba, Pentare , Timore , &c.—Shoals. —- New Holland y laid down too much north¬ 
ward. — Its Solly and Dragon Trees. — The poor winking Inhabitants : their Feathers y 
Habit , Foody Armsy isfc* — The Way of fetching Fire out of Wood ,— The Inhabitants on 
the Ijlands. — Their Habitations 7 Unffitnefs for Labour , -— The great Tides here . 

“ They dcftgn for the {/land Cocos , and Cape Comorin * 

THE 3d day of October 1687 we failed from thefe iflands, Handing to the fouth- 
■ward, intending to fail through among the Spice Iflands ; we had fair weather and the 
wind at weft- We firft fleered fouth-fouth-weft, and palled clofe by certain final! 
iflands that lie juft by the north end of the ifland Lucoma. We left them all on the 
weft of us, and paft on the eaft fide of it and the reft of the Philippine Iflands, coafting 
to the foudiward. 

The north-eaft end of the ifland Luconia appears to be good champaign land, of an 
indifierent heighth, plain and even for many leagues; only it has fame pretty high 
hills ftanding upright by themfelves in thefe plains, but no ridges of hills or chains of 
mountains joining one to another. The land on this fide feems to be moft favannah or 
failure: the fcuth-eafl: part is more mountainous and woody. 

Leaving the ifland Luconia, and with it our golden projects, we failed on to the fouth- 
ward, palling on the eaft fide of tit reft of the Philippine Iflands. Thefe appear to be 
more mountainous and lei's woody till we came in fight of the ifland St. John, the firft 
of that name I mentioned: the other 1 fpake of on the coaft of China ; this I have already 
deferibed to be a very woody ifland* Here the wind coming Southerly, forced us ta 
keep farther from the iflands. 

The 14th day of October we came clofe by a final 1 low woody ifland, that lieth eaft 
from the fomfa eaft end of Mindanao, diftant from it about twenty leagues. I do not 
find it fet down in any fea chart. 

The 15th day we had the wind at north-oaft, and we fleered weft for the ifland Min¬ 
danao, and arrived at the fouth-eaft end again on the 16th day. There we went in and 
anchored between two finall iflands, which lie in about five degrees ten minutes north 
latitude: I mentioned them when we firft came on this coaft. Here we found a fine 
finall cove on the north-weft end of the eaftermoft ifland, fit to careen in or hale alhore ; 

fo 


0AMPIER*S ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

fo we went in there and prefently unrigged our fhip, and provided to hale our fhip 
aihore to clean her bottom. Thefe iflanas are about three or four leagues from the 
ifland Mindanao ; they are about four or five leagues in circumference, and of a pretty 
good heighth. The mould is black and deep, and there are two finall brooks of 
frefh water. 

They are both plentifully ftored with great high trees, and therefore our carpenters 
were fent alhore to cut down fome of them for our ufe; for here they made a new 
boltfprit, which we did fet here alfo, our old one being very faulty. They made a new 
fore-yard too and a foretop-maft : and our pumps being faulty and not ferviceable, they 
did cut a tree to make a pump : they firft fquared it, then fawed it in the middle, and 
then hollowed each fide exa&ly. The two hollow fides were made big enough to 
contain a pump-box in the midftof them both when they were joined together; and it 
required their utmoft fkill to clofe them exactly to the making a tight cylinder for the 
pump-box, being unaccuftomed to fuch work. We learned this way of pump-making 
from the Spaniards; who make their pumps that they ufe in their lhips in the South 
Seas after this manner; and I am confident that there are no better hand pumps in 
the world than they have. 

While we lay here, the young Prince that I mentioned before came on board.. 
He under Handing that we were bound farther to the fouthward, defired us to tranfport 
him and his men to his own ifland. He fhewed it to us in our draft, and told us the 
name of it, which we put down in our draft, for it was not named there; but I quite 
forgot to put it into my journal. 

This man told us, that not above fix days before this, he faw Captain Swan and fe- 
veral of his men that we left there, and named the names of fome of them, who he 
faid were all well, and that now they were at the city of Mindanao; but that they had 
all of them been out with Raja Laut, fighting under him in his wars againft his ene¬ 
mies the Alfoores ; and that moft of them fought with undaunted courage; for which 
they were highly honoured and efleemed, as well by the Sultan as by the general Raja 
Laut. That now Captain Swan intended to go with his men to Fort St. George, and 
that, in order thereto, he had proffered forty ounces of gold for a fhip; but the owner 
and he were not yet agreed ; and that he feared the Sultan would not let him go 
away till the wars were ended. 

All this the Prince told us in the Malayan tongue, which many of us had learned ; 
and when he went away he promifed to return to us again in three days time, and. 
fo long Captain Read promifed to flay for him (for we had now almoft finifhed our 
bufmefs), and he feemed very glad of the opportunity of going with us. 

After this I endeavoured to perluade our men to return with the (hip to the river of 
Mindanao, and offer their fervice again to Captain Swan. I took an opportunity when 
they were filling of water, there being then half the fhip’s company afhore; and I 
found all thefe very willing to do it. 1 defired them to fay nothing till I had tried the 
minds of the other half, which I intended to do the next day, it being their turn to fill 
water then ; but one of thefe men, who feemed moft forward to invite back Captain 
Swan, told Captain Read and Captain Teat of the project, and they prefently diffuaded 
the men from any fuch defigns. Yet fearing the worft, they made all poffible hafte to 
be gone, 

1 have fince been informed, that Captain Swan and his men flayed there a great 
while afterward; and that many of the men got pafiages from thence in Dutch (loops 
to Ternate, particularly Mr. Rofy, and Mr. Nelly. There they remained a great while. 
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and at laft got to Batavia (where the Dutch took their journals from them) and fo 
to Europe; and that fame of Captain Swan’s men died at Mindanao, of which num¬ 
ber Mr. Harthrope, and Mr, Smith, Captain Swan’s merchants, were two. At Jail 
Captain Swan and his furgeon going in a fmall canoe aboard of a Dutch flfip, then 
in the road, in order to get paffage to Europe, were overfet by the natives at the mouth 
of the river; who waited their coming purpofely to do it, but unfufpected by them; 
where they were both killed in the water* This was done by the general’s order, as 
fome think, to get his gold, which he did immediately feize on. Others fay, it was 
becaufe the generaPs lioufc was burnt a little before, and Captain Swan was fufpefted 
to be the author of it: and others fay, that it was Captain Swan’s threats occafioned 
his own ruin ; for he would often fay paffionately, that he had been abufed by the ge¬ 
neral, and that he would have huisfaftion for it: faying alfo, that now he was well ac¬ 
quainted with their rivers, and knew how to come in at any time; that he alfo knew 
their manner of fighting, and the weaknefs of their country ; and therefore he would 
go away, and get a band of men to affift him, and returning thither again, he would 
l’poil and take all that they had, and their country too. When the general had been 
informed of thefe difcourfes, he would fay, u What, is Captain Swan made of iron, 
and able to refill a whole kingdom? Or does he think that we are afraid of him, that 
he fpeaks thus?” Yet did he never touch him, till now the Mindanayans killed him. 
It is very probable there might be fomewhat of truth in all this; for the captain was 
paffionate, and the general greedy of gold* But whatever was the occafion, fo he was 
killed, as feveral have allured me, and his gold feized on, and all his things; and his 
journal alfo from England, as far as Cape Corrientes on the coaft of Mexico. This 
journal was afterwards fent away from thence by Mr. Moody (who was there both a 
little before and a little after the murder), and he fent it to England by Mr. Goddard, 
chief mate of the defence. 

But to our purpofe: feeing I could not perfuade them to go to Captain Swan again, 

1 had a great defire to have had the prince’s company; but Captain Read was afraid to 
let his fickle crew lie long. That very day that the prince had promifed to return to us, 
which was November 2, 1687, we failed hence, directing our courfe fouth-weft, and 
having the wind at north^weft. 

This wind continued till we came in fight of the illand Celebes; then it veered about 
to the weft, and to the fouthward of the weft* We came up with the north-eaft end 
of the ifland Celebes the ninth day, and there we found the current fetting to the weft* 
ward fo ftrongly that we could hardly get on the eaft fide of that ifland* 

The ifland Celebes is a very large ifland, extended in length from north to 
fouth about feven degrees latitude, and in breadth it is about three degrees* It 
lies under the equator, the north end being in latitude one degree thirty minutes 
north, and the fouth end in latitude five degrees thirty minutes fouth, and by com¬ 
mon account the north point in the bulk of this ifland lies neareft north and 
fouth, but at the north-eaft end there runs out a long narrow point, ftretching 
north-eaft, about thirty leagues; and about thirty leagues to the eaftward of this 
long flip, is the ifland Gilolo, on the weft fide of which are four fmall iflands clofe by 
it, which are very well ftored with cloves. The two chiefeft are Ternate and Tidore ; 
and as the ifle of Ceylon is reckoned the only place for cinnamon, and that of Banda 
for nutmegs, fo thefe are thought by fome to be the only clove-iflands in the world ; 
but this is a great error, as I have already fhewn. 

At the fouth end of the illand Celebes there is a fea or gulph, of about feven or 
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eight leagues wide, and forty or fifty long, which runs up the country almoft direftly 
to the north ; and this gulph hath feveral fmall iflands along the middle of it. On 
the weft fide of the ifland, almoft at the i'outh end of it, the town of Macafler is feated. 
A town of great ftrength and trade, belonging to the Dutch. 

There are great inlets and lakes on the eaft fide of the ifland ; as alfo abundance of 
fmall iflands and flioals lying fcattered about it. We faw a high peaked hill at the 
north end : but the land on the eaft fide is low all along; for we cruifed almoft the 
length of it. The mould on this fide is black and deep,anil extraordinary fat and rich, 
and full of trees: and there are many brooks of water run out into the fea. Indeed 
all this eaft fide of the ifland feems to be but one lalge grove of extraordinary great 
high trees. 

Having with much ado got on this eaft fide, coafting along to the fouthward, 
and yet having but little wind, and even that little againft us, at fouth-fouth-weft, and 
fometimes calm, we were a long time going about the ifland. 

The twenty-fecond day we were in latitude one degree twenty minutes fouth, and 
being about three leagues from the ifland Handing to the fouthward, with a very gentle 
land wind, about two or three o’clock in the morning we heard a clalhing in the water, 
like boats rowing; and fearing fome fudden attack, we got up all our arms, and flood 
ready to defend ourfelves. As foon as it was day, we faw a great prow, built like tfie 
Mindanayan prows, with about fixty men in her; and fix finaller prows. They lay 
Hill about a mile to windward of us, to view us; and propably defigned to make a 
prey of us when they firft came out; but they were now afraid to venture on us. 

At iaft we file wed them Dutch colours, thinking thereby to allure them to come to 
us, for we could not go to them; but they prefently rowed in toward the ifland, and 
went into a large opening; and we faw them no more: nor did we ever fee any other 
boats or men, but only one fi filing canoe, while we were about this ifland } neither did 
we fee any houfe on all the coaft. 

, About five or fix leagues to the fouth of this place, there is a great range of both 
large and fmall iflands, and many Ihoals alfo, that are not laid down in our drafts ; 
which made it extremely troublefome for us to get through. But we paft between them 
all and the ifland Celebes, and anchored againft a fandy bay in eight fathoms fandy 
ground, about half a mile from the main ifland j being then in latitude one degree 
fifty minutes fouth. 

Here we flayed feveral days, and fent out our canoes a ftriking of turtle every day ; 
for here is great plenty of them; but they were very fhy, as they were generally 
wherever we found them in the Eaft India feas. 1 know not the reafon of it, unless 
the natives go very much a ftriking here ; for even in the Weft Indies they are fhy in 
places that are much difturbed : and yet on New Holland we found them Ihy, as I 
fiiall relate, though the natives there do not moleft them. 

On the fhoal without us we went and gathered fliell-fifli at low water. There were 
a monftrous fort of cockles : the meat of one of them would fuffice feven or eight 
men. It was very good wholefome meat. We did alfo beat about in the woods on 
the ifland, but found no game. One of our men, who was always troubled with fore 
legs, found a certain vine that fupported itfelf by clinging about other trees. The 
leaves reach fix or feven feet high, but the firings or branches eleven or twelve. It 
had a very green leaf, pretty broad and roundifli, and of a thick fubftance. Thefe 
leaves pounded fmall and boiled with hog’s lard make an excellent falve. Our men 
knowing the virtues of it flocked themfelves here: there was fcarce a man in the Ihip 
yol. xi. i but 
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but got a pound or two of it; efpeeially fuch as were troubled with old ulcers, who 
found great benefit by it. This man that difcovered thefe leaves here, had his firft 
knowledge of them in the Ifthmus of Darien; he having had his receipt from one of 
the Indians there : and he had been alhore in divers places fince, purpofely to feek 
thefe leaves, but did never find any but here. Among the many vaft trees hereabouts 
there was one exceeded all the reft. This Captain Read caufed to be cut down, in 
order to make a canoe, having loft our boats, all but one final 1 one, in the late florins: 
fo fix lufty men, who had been logwood-cutters in the bays of Campeachy and Hon¬ 
duras (as Captain Read himfelf and many more of us had), and fo were very expert 
at this work, undertook to fell it, taking their turn, three always cutting together; 
and they were one whole day, and half the next before they got it down. This tree 
though it grew in a wood, was yet eighteen feet in circumference, and forty-four feet 
of clean body, without knot or branch: and even there it had no more than one or 
two branches, and then ran clear again ten feet higher; there it fpread itfelf into many 
great limbs and branches, like an oak, very green and flourifhing : yet it was periihed 
at the heart, which marred it for the fervice intended. 

So leaving it, and having no more bufinefs here, we weighed and went from hence 
the next day, it being the 29th day of November. "While we lay here we had fame 
tornadoes, one or two every day, and pretty frelh land winds which were at weft. The 
fea breezes are finall and uncertain, fometimes out of the north-eaft, and fo veering 
about-to the eafl and fouth-eaft. We had the wind at north-eaft when we weighed, 
and we fleered oft' fouth-fouth-weft. In the afternoon we faw a ihoal a-hcad of us, 
and altered our courfe to the fouth-fouth-eaft. In the evening at four o’clock we were 
clofe by another great Ihoal j therefore we tacked, and flood in for the ifland Celebes 
again, for fear of running on fome of the fhoals in the night. By day a man might 
avoid them well enough, for they had all beacons on them, like huts built on tall polls,, 
above high-water mark, probably fet up by the natives of the ifland Celebes, or thofe 
of fome other neighbouring iflands; and I never law any fuch elfewhere. In the night 
we had a violent tornado out of the fouth-weft, which lafted about an hour. 

The thirtieth day we had a frefh land wind, and fleered away foutb, palling between 
the two fhoals, which we faw the day before. Thefe fhoals lie in latitude three degrees 
fouth, and about ten leagues from the ifland Celebes. Being pafl them, the wind died 
away, and we lay becalmed till the afternoon: then we had a hard tornado out of the 
fouth-weft, and towards the evening we faw two or three fpouts, the firfl I had feert 
fince I came into the Eaft Indies; in the Weft Indies I had often met with them. A 
fpout is a finall ragged piece or part of a cloud hanging down about a yard, feemingly 
from the blackeft part thereof. Commonly it hangs down Hoping from thence, or 
fometimes appearing with a finall bending or elbow in the middle. I never faw any 
hang perpendicularly down. It is finall at the lower end, feeming no bigger than one’s 
arm, but ftill fuller towards the cloud, from whence it proceeds. 

When the furfaee of the fea begins to work, you fhall fee the water, for about one 
hundred paces in circumference, foam and move gently round till the whirling motion 
increafes; and then it flies upward in a pillar about one hundred paces in compafs at 
the bottom, but leffening gradually upwards to the finallnefs of the fpout itfelf there 
where it reacheth the lower end of the fpout, through which the rifing fea-water feems 
to be conveyed into the clouds. This vifibly appears by the clouds increafing in bulk 
and blacknefs. Then you fhall prefently fee the cloud drive along, although before 
it feemed to be without any motion j the fpout alfo keeping the fame courfe with the 
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cloud, and ftill fucking up the water as it goes along, and they make a wind as they 
K o. Thus it continues for the fpace of half an hour, more or lefs, until the fucking 
is fpent, and then breaking off, all the water which was below the fpout, or pendulous 
piece of cloud, fells down again into the fea, making a great noife with its fall and 

clathing motion in the fea. _ . 

It is very dangerous for a fliip to be under <i fpout ,when it bre&ksj therefore we 
ulways endeavour to fliun it, by keeping at a diltance, if poffibly we can. But for 
want of wind to carry us away, we are often in great fear and danger, for it is ufually 
calm when fpouts are at work; except only juft where they are. _ Therefore men at 
fea, when they fee a fpout coming, and know not how to avoid it, do fometimes fire 
{hot out of their great guns into it, to give it air or vent, that fo it may break j but l 
did never hear that it proved to be of any benefit. 

And now being on this fubjeft, I think it not amifs to give you an account of an 
accident that happened to a fliip once on the coaft of Guinea, fometime in or about 
the year 1674. One Captain Records, of London, bound for the coaft of 
Guinea, in a fliip of three hundred tuns, and fixteen guns, called the Bleffmg ; 
■when he came into the latitude feven or eight degrees north, he few feveral fpouts, 
one of which came direaly towards the lhip, and he having no wind to get out of 
the way of the fpout, made ready to receive it by furling his fails. It came on 
Terv fwift and broke a little before it reached the fliip ; making a great noife, and 
raifinsr the fea round it, as if a great houfe or fome fuch thing, had been call into the 
lea The fury of the wind ftffl lafted, and took the fliip on the ftarboard-bow with 
fuc'h violence, that it fiiapt off the boltfprit and fore-maft both at once, and blew the 
feip all along, ready to overfet it, but the fhip did prefently right again, and the wind 
whirling round, took the lhip a fecond time with the like fury as before, but on the 
contrary fide, and was again like to overfet her the other way. The mizen-maft felt 
the fury of this fecond blaft, and was fnapt Ihort off, as the fore-maft and boltfprit 
had been before. The main-maft, and maintop-maft, received no damage, for the 
fury of the wind (which was prefently over) did not reach them. Three men were in 
the fore-top when the fore-maft broke, and one on the boltfplit, and fell with them 
Into the fea, but all of them were faved. I had this relation from M. John Canby, 
who was then quarter-mafter, and fteward of her j one Abraham Wife was chief mate, 

and Leonard Jefferies fecond mate. , , , , 

We are ufually very much afraid of them : yet this was the only damage that ever 
I heard done by them. They feem terrible enough, the rather becaufe they come 
upon you while you lie becalmed, like a log in the fea, and cannot get out of their 
way: but though I have feen, and been befet by them often, yet the fright was al¬ 
ways the greateft of the harm. , , 

December the iff, we had a gentle gale at eaft-fouth-eaft, we fteered fouth; and at 
noon I was by obfervation in latitude three degrees thirty-four minutes fouth. Then we 
few the bland Bouton, bearing fouth-weft, and about ten leagues diftant. We had 
very uncertain and unconftant winds: the tornadoes came out of the fouth-weft, which 
was aeainftus; and what other winds we had were fo faint, that they did us little kind- 
ners: but we took the advantage of the fmalleft gale, and got a little way every day. 
The 4th day at noon I was by obfervation in latitude four degrees thirty minutes 

f ° U The eth day we got clofe by the north-weft end of the iffand Bouton, and in the 
evening, it being fair weather, we hoifted out our canoe, and fent the Mofkito men, 
of whom we had two or three, to ftrike turtle, for here are plenty of them j but they 
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being Ihy, we chofe to ftrike them in the night (which is cuftomary in the Weft Indies 
alio); for every time they come up to breathe, which is once in eight or ten minutes, 
they blow fo hard, that one may hear them at thirty or forty yards dillance; by which 
means the ftriker knows where they are, and may more eafily approach them than in 
the day, for the turtle fees better than he hears ; but on the contrary, the manatee’s 
hearing is quickeft. 

In the morning they returned with a very large turtle, which they took near the 
Ihore ; and withal an Indian of the ifland came aboard with them. He fpake the Ma¬ 
layan language; by which we did underftand him. He told us, that two leagues 
farther to the fouthward of us, there was a good harbour, in which we might anchor: 
fo having a fair wind, we got thither by noon. 

This harbour is in latitude four degrees fifty-four minutes fouth; lying on the eaft 
fide of the ifland Bouton, which ifland lies near the fouth-eaft end of the ifland Celebes, 
diftant from it about three or four leagues. It is of a long form, ftretching fouth-welt 
and norlh-eafl above twenty-five leagues long, and ten broad. It is pretty high land, 
and appears pretty even, and flat and very woody. 

There is a large town within a league of the anchoring place, called Callafufung, 
being the chief, if there were more; which we know not. It is about a mile from 
the lea, on the top of a fmall hill, in a very fair plain, incompaffed with cocoa-nut 
trees. Without the trees there is a ftrong ftone wall clear round the town. The 
houfes are built like the houfes at Mindanao; but more neat: and the whole town was 
very clean and delightfome. 

The inhabitants are fmall, and well Ihaped. They are much like the Mindanavans in 
Chape, colour, and habit; but more neat and tight. They fpeak the Malayan lan¬ 
guage, and are all Mahometans. They are very obedient to the Sultan, who is a little 
man, about forty or fifty years old, and hath a great many wives and children. 

About an hour after we came to an anchor, the Sultan fent a meffenger aboard, to 
know what we were, and what our bufinefs. We gave him an account, and he re¬ 
turned alliore, and in a fhort time after he came aboard again, and told us, that the 
Sultan was very well pleafed when he heard that we were Englilh; and faid, that we 
Ihould have any thing that the ifland afforded ; and that he himfelf would come 
aboard in the morning; therefore the Clip was made clean, and.every thing put in the 
bell; order to receive him. 

The 6ih day in the morning betimes a great many boats and canoes came aboard, 
with fowls, eggs, plantains, potatoes, &c. but they would difpofe of none till they had 
orders for it from the Sultan, at his coming. About ten o’clock the Sultan came 
aboard in a very neat prow, built after the Mindanao falhion. There was a large white 
filk flag at the head of the maft, edged round with a deep red for about two or three 
inches broad, and in the middle there was neatly drawn a green griffon, trampling on 
awinged ferpent, that feemed to ftruggle to get up, and threatened his adverfary with 
open mouth, and with a long fling that was ready to be darted into his legs. Other 
Eaft Indian Princes have their devices alfo. 

The Sultan with three or four of his nobles, and three of his fons, fat in the houfe 
of the prow. His guards were ten mufgueteers, five Handing on one fide of the 
prow, and five on the other fide; and before the door of the prow-houfe flood one 
with a great broad fword and a target, and two more fuch at the after part of the 
.houfe ; and in, the head and Item of the prow flood four mufqueteers more, two at 
each end* 
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The Sultan had a filk turbat, laced with narrow gold lace by the fides, and broad 
lace at the end: which hung down on one fide the head, after the Mindanayan fafhicn. 
He had a fky-coloured filk. pair of breeches, and a piece of red ft lk thrown crofs hi^ 
flioulders, and hanging loofe about him j the greateft part of his back and wailt ap¬ 
pearing naked. He had neither (locking nor (hoe* One of his fons was about 
fifteen or fixteen years old* the other two were young things ; and they were always 
in the arms of one or other of his attendants. 

Captain Read met him at the fide, and led him into his fmall cabin, and fired five 
guns for his welcome- As foon as he came aboard he gave leave to his fubjefts to 
traffic with us j and then our people bought what they had a mind to- The Sultan 
feemed very well pleafed to be vifited by the Englifh % and faid he had coveted to have 
a fight of Englishmen, having heard extraordinary characters of their juft and honour¬ 
able dealing ; but he exclaimed againft the Dutch, (as all the Mindanayans, and all 
the Indians we met with do) and wifhed them at a greater diftance. 

For Macaffer is not very far from hence, one of the chiefeft towns that the Dutch 
have in thofe parts. From thence the Dutch come Sometimes hither to purchafe 
(laves- The (laves that thefe people get here and fell to the Dutch, are fome of the 
idolatrous natives of the ifland, who not being under the Sultan, and having no head, 
live draggling in the country, dying from one place to another to preferve themfelves 
from the Prince and his fubj.efls, who hunt after them to make them flaves- For the 
civilized Indians of the maritime places, who trade with foreigners, if they cannot 
reduce the. inland people to the obedience of their Prince, they catch all they can of 
them and fell them for (laves $ accounting them to be but as favages, juft as the Spa¬ 
niards do the poor Americans. 

After two or three hours difeourfe, the Sultan went afhore again, and five guns were 
fired at his departure alfo- The next day he fent for Captain Read to come affiore, 
and he with feven or eight men went to wait on the Sultan. I could not (lip an op¬ 
portunity of feeing the place; and fo accompanied them- We were met at the land¬ 
ing place by two of the chief men, and guided to a pretty neat houfe, where the Sultan 
waited our coining. The houfe flood at the further end of all the town before- 
mentioned, which we paft through ; and abundance of people were gazing on us as 
we paft by- When w r e came near the houfe, there were forty poor naked foldiers with 
inufquets made a lane for us to pafs through. This houfe was not built on pods, as 
the reft were, after the Mindanayan way \ but the room in which we were entertained 
was on the ground, covered with mats to fit on. Our entertainment was tobacco and 
betel-nut, and young cocoa-nuts; and the houfe was befet with men, and women and 
children, who thronged to get near the windows to look on us. 

We did not tarry above an hour before we took our leaves and departed. This 
town {lands in a faody foil * but what the reft of die illand is I know not, for none of 
us were afhore but at this place- 

The next day the Sultan came aboard again, and prefen ted Captain Read with a 
little boy, but he was too fmall to be ferviceable on board ; and fo Captain Read re¬ 
turned thanks, and told him he was too little for him- Then the Sultan fent for a 
bigger boy, which the Captain accepted- "'This boy was a very pretty tra&able boy ; 
but what was wonderful in him, he had two rows of teeth, one within another on each 
jaw. None of' the other people were fo, nor did I ever, fee the like. The Captain 
was prefented alfo with two he-goats, and was promifed fome buffalo, but I do believe 
that they have but few of either on the illand. We did not fee any buffalo, nor many 
goats, neither have they much rice, but their chiefeft (bod is roots. We bought here 
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about a thoufand pound weight of potatoes. Here our men bought alfo abundance 
of crock adores, and fine large parakites, curioufly coloured, and fome of them the 
fined I ever faw. 

The croekadore is as big as a parrot, and Ihaped much like it, with fuch a bill; 
but it is as white as milk, and hath a bunch of feathers on his head like a crown. At 
this place we bought a prow alfo of the Mindanayan make, for our own ufe, which our 
carpenters afterwards altered, and made a delicate boat fit for any fervice. She was 
fharp at both ends, but we fawed off one, and made that end flat, faftening a rudder 
to it, and flie rowed and failed incomparably. 

We ftayed here but till the 12th day, becaufe it was a bad harbour and foul ground, 
and a bad time of the year too, for the tornadoes began to come in thick and ftrong. 
When we went to weigh our anchor, it was hooked in a rock, and we broke our 
cable, and could not get our anchor, though we ftrove hard for it; fo we went away 
and left it there. We had the wind at north-north-eaft and we fleered towards the 
fouth-eaft, and fell in with four or five frnall iflands, that lie in five degrees forty 
minutes fouth latitude, and about five or fix leagues from Callafufung harbour. 
Thefe iflands appeared very green with cocoa-nut trees, and we faw two or three 
towns on them, and heard a drum all night, for we were got in among fhoals, and 
could not get out again till the next day. We knew not whether the drum were for 
fear of us, or that they were making merry, as it is ufual in thefe parts to do all the 
night, finging and dancing till morning. 

We found a pretty ftrong tide here, the flood fetting to the fouthward, and the 
ebb to the northward. Thefe fhoals, and many other that are not laid down in our 
drafts, lie on the fouth-weft fide of the iflands where we heard the drum, about a 
league from them. At laft we pall between the iflands, and tried for a paffage on 
the eaft fide. We met with divers fhoals on this fide alfo, but found channels to 
pafs through; fo we fleered away for the ifland Timor, intending to pafs out by it. 
We had the winds commonly at weft-fouth-weft and fouth-weft hard gales and rainy 
weather. 

The 16th day we got clear of the fhoals, and fleered fouth by eaft with the wind at 
■weft-fouth-weft, but veering every half hour, fometimes at fouth-weft and then again 
at Weft, and fometimes at north-north-weft bringing much rain, with thunder and 
lightning. 

The 20th day we paffcd by the ifland Omba, which is a pretty high ifland, lying 
in latitude eight degrees twenty minutes, and not above five or fix leagues from the 
north-eaft part of the ifland Timor. It is about thirteen or fourteen leagues long, 
and five or fix leagues wide. 

About feven or eight leagues to the weft of Omba, is another pretty large ifland, 
but it had no name in our plats ; yet by the fituation it fhould be that which in fome 
maps is called Pentare. We faw on it abundance of fmoaks by day, and fires by 
night, and a large town on the north-fide of it, not far from the feaj but it was fuch 
bad weather that we did not go afhore. Between Omba and Pentare, and in the mid 
channel, there is a finall low fandy ifland, with great fhoals on either fide; but there 
is a very good channel clofe by Pentare, between that and the fhoals about the 
fin al 1 ifle. We were three days beating off and on, not having a wind, for it was at 
fouth-fouth-weft- 

The 23d day in the evening having a finall gale at north, we got through, keeping 
clofe by Pencare. The tide of ebb here let out to the fouthward, by which we were 
helped through, for we had but little wind. But this tide, which did us a kindnefs in. 

fetting 
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fetting US through, had like to have ruined us afterwards ; for there are two (mail 
iflands lying at the fouth end of the channel we came through, and towards thefe iflands 
the tide hurried us fo fwiftly, that we very narrowly efcaped being driven afhore ; for 
the little wind we had before at north dying away, we had not one breath of wind 
when we came there, neither was there any anchor-ground. But we got out our oars 
and rowed, yet all in vain : for the tide fet wholly on one of thefe fmall iflands, that 
we were forced with might and main ftrength to bear off the flop, by thrufting with 
our oars againft the fhore, which was a fteep bank, and by this means we prefently 
drove away clear of danger; and having a little wind in the night at north, we fteered 
away fouth-fouth-weft. In the morning again we had the wind at weft-fouth-weft, and 
fteered fouth, and the wind coming to the weft-north-weft we fteered fouth-weft to get 
clear of the fouth-weft end of the ifland Timor. The agth day we faw the north-weft 
point of Timor fouth-eaft by eaft, dittant about eight leagues. . 

Timor is a long high mountainous ifland ftretching north-eatt and fouth-weft. It is 
about feventy leagues long and fifteen or fixteen wide, the middle of the ifland 
is in latitude about nine degrees fouth. 1 have been informed that the Portuguefe 
do trade to this ifland ; but I know nothing of its produce befides coire for making 


The 17 th day we faw two fmall iflands which lie near the fouth-weft end of Timor. 
They bear from us fouth-eaft. We had very hard gales of wind, and ftiU with a great 
deal of rain, the wind at weft and weft-fouth-weft. ... , 

Being now clear of all the iflands we flood off fouth, intending to touch at New 
Holland a part of Terra Auftralis Incognita, to fee what that country would aftord us. 
Indeed as the winds were we could not now keep our intended courfe, which was firft 
wefterly and then northerly, without going to New Holland, unlefs we had gone back 
again among the iflands : but this was not a good time of the year to be among any 
iflands to the fouth of the equator, unlefs in a good harbour. _ 

The i ft day we were in latitude thirteen degrees twenty minutes tbll itandmg to the 
fouthward, the wind bearing commonly very hard at weft, we keeping upon it under two 
courfes, and our mizen and fometimes a maintop-fail rift. About ten o’clock at night 
we tacked and flood to the northward, for fear of running on a fhoal which is laid down 
in our drafts in latitude thirteen degrees fifty minutes, or thereabouts: it bearing fouth 
by weft from the eaft end of Timor; and fo the ifland bore from us by our judgments 
and reckoning. At three o’clock we tacked again, and flood fouth by weft and fouth- 

fouth-weft.^r^^_ ^ foon as if was day, we faw the fhoal right a-head : it lies in thirteen 
decrees fifty minutes by all our reckonings. It is a fmall fpit of fand,juft appearing above 
the water’s edge, with feveral rocks about it, eight or ten feet high above water. 
It lies in a triangular form, each fide being about a league and a half. We ftemmed 
visrht with the middle of it, and flood within half a mile of the rocks, and founded, but 
"found no ground. Then we went about and flood to the north two hours ; and then 
tacked and flood to the fouthward again, thinking to weather it, but could not; fo we 
bore away on the north fide, till we came to the eaft point, giving the rocks a fmall 
birth; then we trimmed fharp and flood to the fouthward, paffing clofe by it, and 

founded again, but found no ground. wt 

This fhoal is laid down in our drafts not above fixteen or twenty leagues from Ne ^ 
Holland, but we did run afterwards fixty leagues due fouth before we fell in with it, 
and I am very confident, that no part of New Holland hereabouts lies fo far northerly 
by forty leagues as it is laid down in our drafts. For if New Holland were laid down 
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true, we muft of neceflity have been driven near forty leagues to the weftward of our 
courfe; but this is very improbable that the current fliould fet fo ftrong to the weft- 
ward, feeing we had fuch a conftant wefterly wind. I grant that when the monfoon 
fhifts firft, the current does not prefently fhift, but runs afterwards near a month, but 
the monfoon had been fhifted at leaft two months now : but of the monfoons and other 
winds, and of the currents, elfewhere in their proper place. As to thefe here, I do 
rather believe that the land is not laid down true, than that the current deceived us; 
for it was more probable we fhould have been deceived before we met with a Ihoal 
than afterwards; for on the coaft of New Holland we found the tides keeping their 
conftant courfe, the flood running north by eaft and the ebb fouth by eaft. 

The 4th day of January 1688, we fell in with the land of New Holland in the latitude 
of 16 degrees fifty minutes, having, as I faid before, made our courfe due fouth from 
the Ihoal that we paft by the 3 ift day of December. We ran in clofe by it, and find¬ 
ing no convenient anchoring, becaufe it lies open to the north-weft, we ran along fliore 
to the eaft ward, fleering north >eaft by eaft, for fo the land lies. We fleered thus about 
twelve leagues; and then came to a point of land from whence the land trends eaft 
and foutherly for ten or twelve leagues, but how afterwards I know not. About three 
leagues to the eaftward of this point there is a pretty deep bay with abundance of iflands 
in it, and a very good place to anchor in, or to hale afliore. About a league to the 
eaftward of that point we anchored January the 5th, 1688, two miles from the fliore 
in twenty-nine fathoms, good hard fand and clean ground. 

New Holland is a very large tra£l of land. It is not yet determined whether it is an 
ifland or a main continent; but I am certain that it joins neither to Afia, Africa, nor 
America. This part of it that we faw is all low even land with Tandy banks agamft the 
fea, only the points are rocky, and fo are fome of the iflands in this bay. 

The land is of a dry fandy foil, deftitute of water, except you make wells, yet pro¬ 
ducing divers forts of trees; but the woods are not thick, nor the trees very big. Moll 
of the trees that we faw are dragon-trees as we fuppofed; and thefe too are the largeft 
trees of any there. They are about the bignefs of our large apple-trees, and about the 
fame heighth, and the rind is blackifh and fomewhat rough ; the leaves are of a dark 
colour; the gum diflils out of the knots or cracks that are in the bodies of the trees. 
We compared it with fome gum-dragon, or dragon’s blood that was aboard, and it was 
of the fame colour and tafte. The other fort of trees were not known by any of us. 
There was pretty long grafs growing under the trees, but it was very thin. We faw 
no trees that bore fruit or berries. 

We faw no fort of animal nor any track of beaft, but once ; and that feemed to be 
the tread of a beaft as big as a great maftiff dog. Here are a few ftnall land birds, but 
none bigger than a black-bird, and but few fea fowls. Neither is the fea very plenti¬ 
fully ftored with fifti, unlefs you reckon the manatee and turtle as fuch ; of thefe crea¬ 
tures there is plenty, but they are extraordinary fliy, though the inhabitants cannot 
trouble them much, having neither boats nor iron. 

The inhabitants of this country are the miferableft people in the world. The Hod- 
madods of Monomatapa, though a nafty people, yet for wealth are gentlemen to 
thefe; who have no houfes and fkin-garments, flieep, poultry, and fruits of the earth, 
oftrich eggs, &c. as the Hodmadods have : and fetting afide their human fhape, they 
differ but little from brutes. They are tall, ftrait-bodied and thin, with fmall long 
limbs. They have great heads, round foreheads, and great brows. Their eyelids are 
always half ciofed, to keep the flies out of their eyes : they being fo troublefome here, 
that no fanning will keep them from coming to one’s face, and without the afliftance 

of 
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of both hands to keep them off they will creep into one’s noftrils and mouth too, if the 
lips are not Ihut very clofe; fo that from their infancy being thus annoyed with thefe 
infedls they do never open their eyes as other people: and therefore they cannot fee 
far unlefs they hold up their heads, as if they were looking at fomewhat over them. 

They have great bottle-nofes, pretty full lips, and wide mouths; the two fore-teeth 
of their upper jaw are wanting in all of them, men and women, old and young ; whe¬ 
ther they draw them out I know not; neither have they any beards. They are long 
vifaged, and of a very unpleafing afpeft, having no one graceful feature in their faces. 
Their hair is black, fiiort and curled, like that of the negroes, and not long and lank 
like the common' Indians. r l he colour of their fkins, both of their faces and the reft 
of their body, is coal-biack, like that of the negroes of Guinea. 

They have no fort of cloaths but a piece of the rind of a tree tied like a girdle about 
their waifts, and a handful of long grafs, or three or four fmall green boughs full of 
leaves, thruft under their girdle to cover their nakednefs. 

They have no houfes, but lie in the open air without any covering : the earth being 
their bed and the heaven their canopy. Whether they cohabit one man to one woman, 
or promifcuoufly, 1 know not; but they do live in companies, twenty or thirty men, 
- women, and children together. Their only food is a fmall fort of filh, which they get 
by making wares of ftone acrofs little coves or branches of the fea ; every tide bringing 
in the fmall fifli and there leaving them for a prey to thefe people, who conftantly 
attend there to fearch For them at low water. This fmall fry I take to be the top of 
their fifhery. They have no inftruments to catch great fifli lhould they come, and 
fuch feidom ftay to be left behind at low water; nor could we catch any fifh with our 
hooks and lines all the while we lay there. In other places at low water they feek for 
cockles, mufcles, and periwincles: of thefe fliell-fifh there are fewer .flail, fo that their 
chiefeft dependence is upon what the fea leaves in their wares j which be. it much or 
little they gather up, and march to the places of their abode. There the old people 
that are not able to ftir abroad by reafon of their age, and the tender infants, wait 
their return; and what Providence has bellowed on them they prefently broil on the 
coals, and eat it in common. Sometimes they get as many fifh as makes them a plenti¬ 
ful banquet, and at other times they fcarce get every one a tafte ; but be it little or 
much that they get every one has his part, as well the young and tender, the old 
and feeble, who are not able to go abroad, as the ftrong and lufty. When they have 
eaten they lie down till the next low water, and then all that are able march out, be 
it night or day, rain or fhine, it is all one, they muft attend the wares or elfe they mult 
faft, for the earth affords them no food at all. There is neither herb, root, pulfe nor 
any fort of grain for them to eat, that we faw ; nor any fort of bird or beaft that they 
can catch, having no inftruments wherewithal to do fo. 

I did not perceive that they did worfhip any thing. Thefe poor creatures have a fort 
of weapon to defend their ware, or fight with their enemies, if they have any that will 
interfere with their poor fifhery. They did at firft endeavour with their weapons to 
frighten us, who lying afliore deterred them from one of their fifliing-places. Some 
of them had wooden fwords, others had a fort of lances. The fword is a piece of 
wood fliaped fomewhat like a cutlafs. The lance is a long flraight pole fliarp at one 
end, and hardened afterwards by heat. I faw no iron nor any other fort of metal; 
therefore it is probable they ufe ftone-hatchets, as feme Indians in America do, defcribed 
in Chap. IV. 

How they get their fire 1 know not, but probably as Indians do out of wood. I have 
feen the Indians of Bon-Airy do it, and have myfelf tried the experiment : they take a 
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flat piece of wood that is pretty foft and make a fmall dent in one fide of it, then they 
take another hard round Hick, about the bignefs of one’s little finger, and iharpening 
it at one end like a pencil, they put that fharp end in the hole or dent of the flat foft 
piece, and then rubbing or twirling the hard piece between the palms of their hands, 
they drill the foft piece till it fmokes, and at laft takes fire. 

Thefe people fpeak fomewhat through the throat, but we could not underftand one 
word that they faid- We anchored, as I faid before, January the 5th, and feeing men 
walking on the fhore, we prefently fent a canoe to get fome acquaintance with them : 
for we were in hopes to get fome provifion among them ; but the inhabitants feeing 
our boat coming, ran away and hid themfelves. Wefearched afterwards three days in 
hopes to find their houfes, but found none ; yet we faw many places where they had 
made fire. At laft, being out of hopes to find their habitations, we fearched no far¬ 
ther, but left a great many toys afhore in fuch places where we thought that they would 
come. In all our fearch we found no water, but old wells on the fandy bays. 

At laft we went over to the illands, and there we found a great many of the natives : 
I do believe there were forty on one ifland, men, women, and children. The men at 
our firft coming afhore threatened us with their lances and fwords; but they were 
frighted by firing one gun, which we fired purpofely to fcare them. The iiland was 
fo fmall that they could not hide themfelves; but they were much difordered at our 
landing, efpecially the women and children, for we went direftly to their camp. The 
luftiefl of the women fnatching up their infants ran away howling, and the little children 
run after fqueaking and bawling, but the men flood Hill. Some of the women, and 
fuch people as could not go from us, lay ftill by a fire, making a doleful noife, as if 
we had been coming to devour them ; but when they faw we did not intend to harm 
them, they were pretty quiet, and the reft that fled from us at our firft coming returned 
again. This their place of dwelling was only a fire with a few boughs before it, fet up 
on that fide the wind was of. 

After we had been here a little while, the men began to be familiar, and we clothed 
fome of them, defigning to have had fome fervice of them for it, for we found fome 
wells of water here, and intended to carry two or three barrels of it aboard ; but it 
being fomewhat troublefome to carry to the canoes, we thought to have made thefe 
men to have carried it for us, and therefore we gave them fome old cloaths: to one ail 
old pair of breeches, to another a ragged fhirt, to the third a jacket that was fcarce 
worth owning ; which yet would have been very acceptable at fome places where we 
had been, and fo we thought they might have been with thefe people. We put them on 
them, thinking that this finery would have brought them to work heartily for us ; and 
our water being filled in fmall long barrels, about fix gallons in each, which were made 
purpofely to carry water in, we brought thefe our new fervants to the wells, and put 
a barrel on each of their fhoulders for them to carry to the canoe. But all the figns we 
could make were to no purpofe, for they flood likeftatues, without motion, but grinned 
like fo many monkies, Haring one upon another: for thefe poor creatures feem not 
accuftomed to carry burthens, and I believe that one of our fhip-boys of ten years old 
would carry,as much as one of them. So we were forced to carry our water ourfelves, 
and they very fairly put the cloaths off again, and laid them down, as if cloaths were 
only to work in. I did not perceive that they had any great liking to them at firft, 
neither did they feem to admire any thing that we had. 

At another time our canoe being among thefe iflands feeking for game, efpied a 
drove of thefe men fwi mining from one ifland to another; for they have no boats, 
canoes, or bark-logs. They took up four of them, and brought them bn board ; two 
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of them were middle-aged, the other two were young men about eighteen or twenty 
years old. To thefe we gave boiled rice, and with it turtle and manatee boiled. They 
did greedily devour what we gave them, but took no notice of the Ihip, or any thing 
in it, and when they were fet on land again, they ran away as fall; as they could. At 
our firft coming, before we were acquainted with them, or they with us, a company 
of them who lived on the main, came juft againft our Ihip, and (landing on a pretty 
high bank, threatened us with their fwords and lances, by lhaking them at us. At laft 
the captain ordered the drum to be beaten, which was done of a fudden with much 
vigour, purpofely to fcare the poor creatures. They hearing the noife, ran away as 
fail: as they could drive; and when they ran away in hafte, they would cry “ gurry, 
gurry,” fpeaking deep in the throat. Thofe inhabitants alfo that live on the main, 
would always run away from us ; yet we took feveral of them. For, as I have already 
obferved, they had fuch bad eyes, that they could not fee us till we came clofe to 
them. We did always give them viauals. and let them go again, but the iflanders, 
after our firft time of being among them, did not ftir for us. 

When we had been here about a week, we haled our (hip into a fmall fandy cove, 
at a fpring-tide, as far as ihe would float; and at low water fhc was left dry, and the 
fand dry without us near half a mile; for the fea rifeth and falleth here about five 
fathom. The flood runs north by eaft, and the ebb fouth by weft. All the neap- 
tides we lay wholly aground, for the fea did not come near us by about a hundred 
vards. We had therefore time enough to clean our (hip’s bottom, which we did very 
well. Moft of our men Jay afhore in a tent, where our fails were mending; and 
our (Inkers brought home turtle and manatee every day, which was our conftant 
food. 

While we lay here, I did endeavour to perfuade our men to go to forne Englifh 
factory ; but was threatened to be turned aihore, and left here for it. This made me 
defift, and patiently wait for feme more convenient place and opportunity to leave 
them than here, which I did hope 1 fliould accomplifh in a ftiort time; becaufe they 
did intend, when they went from hence, to bear down towards Cape Comorin. In 
their way thither they defigned alfo to vifit the ifland- Cocos, which lieth in latitude 
twelve degrees twelve minutes north, by our drafts; hoping there to find of that 
fruit; the ifland having its name from thence. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON 

THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS AND THE ISLE OF FRANCE. 

From the French of M* de Guignes, 

Resident of France in China* attached to the Min iff it of Foreign Relatione, and Correfpondent of the 
hrd and third Oafs of the inllitute. (Paris, 1808.) 


VOYAGE TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE, AND MANILA, 

O N my return from Pekin, finding myfelf perfectly at leifure, and being without 
news from Europe or the coaft of India, and without expectancy of any, as all 
commercial intercourfe between the French and China was fufpended by the war, I 
refolved on a voyage to the Ifle of France, as well to obtain fome knowledge of that 
colony, as to place myfelf in the way of vifiting Manila before I returned to Canton. 
This was indeed a circuitous voyage; but I was deficient of funds, and had been ever 
fince 1793, and was induced to take this courfe as much by the hope of recruiting my 
finances as by the defire I have before exp relied of feeing two important colonies. 

I therefore embarked at Wampoo, on the 13th of January 1796, on board an Ame¬ 
rican Hoop of ninety-four tons, which failed in company with five other veffels of the 
fame nation, and on the 14th we paffed Macao with a wind at firft favourable and 
pleafant, but which, increafing gradually, at length terminated in a violent gale of 
feveral days’ duration. 

Notwithstanding the currents in the China feas run towards the weft, we faw nei¬ 
ther Fulo Sapate nor Pulo Condor, the firft land we deferied being Pulo Aor, 
which we doubled on the 2 ad. On the 24th we anchored under Munopin, and the 
next day entered the Straits of Banca by favour of the currents, which here run 
towards the fouth. On leaving thefe ftraits the fix American veffels, keeping in a line, 
coafted along the weftern fhore of Lucepara ; when this ifland was brought to bear 
north we fleered fouth by eaft and fouth by weft for the Two Sifters, and large of 
certain Shoals on our ftarboard fide* 

On the 30th we anchored at North Ifland : we failed thence on the iff of February 
in hopes of clearing the Straits of Sunda the fame day j but at the inftant of our leaving 
the mouth of them a wefterly wind fprang up, and blew with fuch violence as obliged 
us to feek fhelter under Sambooricoo, where we were detained ten days. 

The 12th, in the evening, we diftinguifhed Chriftmas Ifland, of which in the night 
we were abreaft: it is lofty towards the middle, well wooded, and of fome extent. 
The wind did not fhift to the fouth till the 18th of February ; afterwards it blew from 
the fouth-fouth-eaft and fouth-eafl; until our arrival off the ifland of Rodriguez, which 
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we got fight of the 14th of March* On part of the 15th we were becalmed ; the 
16th we defcried the mountains of the Ifte of France; and on the 17th anchored in 
the harbour* not indeed without difficulty* as the wind blew conftantly from the fouth- 
eaft. 

. The Ifle of France has a very pifiurefque appearance from the fea: it is wholly co¬ 
vered with mountains, the moft remarkable of which are Pitrebot, or Pieter Both* and 
Le Pouce* The firft derives its name from a Dutchman ; and the fecund from the re- 
femblance of a rock on the fumrnit of the mountain to a thumb* 

Mount Pitrebot, of the form of a fugar-loaf is furmounted by a rock in fhaps of an 
inverted cone* which at a diltance has a Angular effe£L The rock appears of inconfi- 
derable dimenfions", although it is faid to be fixty feet over at the top. 

The mountains of the Ifle of France are of flight elevation. M. de la Caille afligns 
them no more than four hundred and fome few toifes above the Level of the fea*. 
Thofe in the vicinage of the port are chiefly bare of trees. The furrounding territory 
is arid* and almoft wholly covered with Hones. 

I remained on the Ifle of France till the 17th of July, when I quitted it for Manila. 
We made Bourbon the next day at one in the afternoon ; but our captain, who had 
never been at this ifiand* apprehenfive of paffing Saint Denis* took in fail during the 
night, by which we loft ground prodigioufly, and did not arrive at Saint Paul before 
the 21ft in the afternoon* The next day we attempted to double Bourbon to wind¬ 
ward; but being unable to effect our purpofe* we palled on the oppofite fide, and 
loft fight of the ifland on the 23d, with a wind from the fouth-eaft. This wind con¬ 
tinued until we had attained the twenty-feventh degree of fouthern latitude, when it 
veered to the north, and afterwards to the weft and fouth-weft by weft* blowing with 
violence and with fudden gufts. 

As we increafed our latitude, and approached the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth de¬ 
grees* the wind began to flacken, blowing from the weft, the weft-north-weft, and 
north-weft till the 17th of Auguft, when, having defeended to the twenty-fixth and 
twenty-feventh degree, it blew from the fouth-weft, fouth, and fouth-eaft, and finally, 
from the 20th to the 27 th, we had eaft and north-eaft winds. Owing to 
thefe contrary gales* and the currents, we miffed die Straits of Sunda, and on the 30th 
of Auguft found ourfelves before the Ifle Engano (the Deceiving Ifle), 

We were now obliged to traverfe in order to heighten our latitude, when having at¬ 
tained eight degrees fouth, and the wind beginning to be favourable we entered the 
Straits of Sunda on the 8 th of September, arid the next day anchored at Anieres, 

I noticed that the currents along the coaft of Sumatra bear to the fouth-eaft* that 
is to fay into the ftrait; but on quitting the coaft their direction is weft, north-weft* 
and north-north-weft. On this account it is imprudent to run too large on tacking* 
efpecially when about the middle of the ftrait; from not attending to this we were 
twice carried out of fight of land, notwithftanding we had proceeded fo far as to be 
abreaft of the Ifle of Candy. 

We left Anieres on the 10th, and on the 14th entered the Straits of Banca. Thefe 
we cleared 011 the 15th with a fine breeze from the fouth-eaft, which enabled us to 
ftem the current, though it ran very ftrong. 

* The elevation of Pitrebot, according to L Abbe de la Caille, is four hundred and twenty-four toifes, 
or two thoufand feven hundred and eleven Englifh feet. The height of Le Pouce, according to 
*St, Vincent (Voyage aux Iks Afric, tom. i. chap. 5.)* exceeds that of Pitrebot, or any in the ifland, 
— Translator. 
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The 18th, by four in the afternoons we w^ere abreaft of Pulo Aor, the current run* 
ning eaft. 

Ihe 22 d we had fight of Pulo Condor, and on the 30th of Pulo Luban* On the 
night of this lad day we anchored under Point Mirabel, having had the wind from our 
leaving the Straits of Suiula fouth-eaft, fouth, fouth- fauth-weft, fouth-weft, fouth, weft, 
and fouth-weft* 

The 1 ft of October we hoifted fail at five in the morning, and patted between the 
Monja (the Nun) and the ifiand of the Corregidor. La Monja is an infulated rock 
which has deep water very clofe to it* Theifland of the Corregidor, in front ol the 
entrance of the bay of Manila, leaves but two pattages into the bay, one on the north, 
the other on the fouth- On this Bland the Spaniards have conftrucled land-marks, and 
in the neighbourhood keep fame guard-boats, one of which was difpatched to vifit our 
vetteh 

Making for the bay, we for fome time kept to larboard to avoid the ftioal of St* 
Nicholas; the fea ran high, but was placid from the inftant we tacked to (larboard 
to reach the port of Cavite* On entering, a fort is perceived on the point: this mail 
not be approached too near, as the bottom rifes, and we, for want of the precaution 
recommended on patting the fort, for an inftant grounded* 

As foon as we had anchored, the captain landed in order to make his declaration 
and requeft a fearch, as previous to this formality no one is allowed to quit the 
ihip* 

After fix weeks ftay at Manila, we quitted that city on the 15th of November, the 
wind blowing north-eaft* 

D tiring the moil foon of the north and north-eaft winds, in failing for China, it is 
neceflary to coaft along Manila under favour of the land breeze, that from the eaft, 
which conftantly b!ov : s at night; as in the day the north, north-north-weft, or north- 
weft winds, regularly prevail* It is likewife requifite that attention be paid not to keep 
at greater diftance From the coaft than a league, or at moft two, as farther out the 
currents have a north-weft direction, whereas within thefc limits their courfe is 
north* 

From Point Capones, towards and as far as Boulinao, the coaft muft not be neared 
too clofely, that the fhallows may be avoided, but thence as far as Cape Bojador, a veffel 
may keep in fhore with fafety: the currents in the firft courfe run fomenmes towards 
the fouth, and at others northward, but in the fecond conftaritly towards the north* 

Scarcely had we doubled Cape Bojador before we experienced a very heavy fwelf, 
and had a violent gale from the north-eaft. We then fleered north by weft, in order 
to pafs to leeward of the bank de la Plata, in latitude twenty degrees fifty-five minutes 
north* 

The 26th we made the coaft of China, and Pedra Blanca, an infulated white 
rock in the middle of the fea, fituate, according to Sir Erafmus Gower, in latitude 
twenty-two degrees nineteen minutes north, longitude eaft of Parrs one hundred and 
twelve degrees thirty-feven minutes*. Mr. Dairy tuple, in his chart of the coaft of 
China, marks this rock as fomevvhat more towards the eaft* 

On the 27 th of November we anchored in Macao roads, the wind at firft blowing 
hard from the north: it at length gradually abated and permitted our weighing, and 
reaching Canton. I remained in this city until the 28th January 1797* when I embarked 

One hundred and fourteen degrees thirtydeven minutes eaft of Greenwich* 

at 
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at Warn poo, on board the fame American veffel which brought me to China, bound 
firft for Manila, and thence for the Ifle of France. 

On the 31ft we loft fight of the coaft of China. 

On the 4th of February we coafted along the fliores of Manila, and had hopes of 
reaching the bay the fame day, when, of a hidden, the wind fell, but rifmg again blew 
fc hard that, after ineffectually endeavouring for feveral days to double the Corregidor 
by the northern pallage, we were fain to feek flicker behind the mountain which forms 
Point Mirabel. The wind at length declining we fleered to leeward of the ifiand of 
the Corregidor, that is, by the fouthern paffage, for the bay, where we made feveral 
long tacks in order to fetch the anchoring place; this we reached on the nth of 
February. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE PHILIPPINE ISLES. 

OF the numerous colonies belonging to the Spaniards, as one of the mod important, 
mull indifpuiably be reckoned the Lucones (pr. Lufoncs), or Philippine Illands. Their 
pofition, their great fertility, and the nature of their productions, render them admirably 
adapted for active commerce; and if the Spaniards have not derived much benefit 
from them, to themfelves and to their manner of trading is the fault to be aferibed. 

Magellan, who left Seville the ioth of Auguft 1519, and was killed on the ifland of 
Zebu, one of the Philippines, was the firft European who made his appearance in this 
part of the world. He it was who fccured the poffeffion of thefe illands to the King his 
mailer, in right of difeovery, but the Spaniards did not obtain fovereignty of them, in 
right of conqueft, until 1564, under Lopez de Legafpe ; at this epoch they gave to the 
Lu?one Illands the name of the Philippines, although, according to feme authors, they 
received this appellation much earlier, that is, when Lopez de Villalobes with his fleet 
vifited them in 1543. 

The Spaniards on their arrival at the Lucones found there feveral different races of 
people, and among them fome Chinefe. Thefe laft in 1603 would probably have 
wrefted from them this important colony, but for the bravery and ability of Pedro 
Acugna, who refilled the efforts of that aCtive and enterprizing, but at the fame time, 
unwarlike people. Since this attempt the Spaniards have tranquilly enjoyed poffeffion 
of the Philippines; and if the cruizes, or unimportant attacks of thole Moors be 
excepted, who inhabit fome of the contiguous illands, maintain undillurbed peace with 
all the different inhabitants of this thickly fludded Archipelago. 

The Philippines extend from the fixth to nearly the twentieth degree of latitude north, 
and from the hundred and fixteenth to the hundred and twenty-fixth degree of longi¬ 
tude eaft of Paris *. 

Under the denomination of the Philippines a confiderable number of illands are com¬ 
prized ; but as the detail of the whole of them would be tedious, I lhall confine myfelf 
to a defeription of the larger only, and thofe 1110ft deferving attention. 

The climate is hot and moift, yet, notwithftanding the illands are fituate in the torrid 
zone, the heat is lels confiderable than might be imagined, 011 account of the fea breezes, 
and ihofe from the land, which render it tolerable. 

The foil is highly fertile, and the crops of rice and wheat are abundant. _ 

Mines of gold exilt, but thefe are not wrought; the only portion of this metal col¬ 
lected is that obtained in ftnall grains walhed down by the rivers. The illands are 
fubject to earthquakes. 

* Paris is fituate two degrees twenty minutes csft of Greenwich. 
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T. he inhabitants differ as well in their origin as their language. 

1 he 7 agates are the progeny of Moors and Malays; on the arrival of the Spaniards 
they occupied the coafts of Manila. The Bifayas, or Pintados (painted men), come 
from Macaffar, and are found on many of the iilands. Thefe two races are partly 
tributary, and apply themfelves to commerce, the arts, navigation, and agriculture. 

The indigenous inhabitants, or Negrillos, in no reipedt refcmble the Tagales or 
Bifayas; they are much like the blacks of Guinea, are of lower ft at u re, have hair 
curly and crifp, and go ahnoft entirely naked ; the women wear a piece of cloth round 
the body woven from the fibres of trees, and called tapifs. Thefe people, chiefly, live 
wild among the mountains, and are not tributary. 

Some Chinefe yet remain at Manila, but the number of them is greatly cliniiniftied 
fince the year 1603. 

The tribute paid by the Indians is fixed at ten reals for married couples, and five for 
each male-unmarried, from the age of eighteen to fixty ; females unmarried, twenty- 
four years old and under fixty, pay a like fum. The Indians who are tributary, and 
who, according to the enumeration made through the different provinces, form the 
twelfth part of the whole population, are reckoned to number three hundred thoufand. 
The King receives but the third of the contribution of the Indians, the remainder being 
the property of certain lords poffeffing fiefs, or cncomiendas, and thence denominated 
encomiendadores. Proprietors moreover pay additionally two reals per head for the 
maintenance of the troops, and two more for the rector of the parifli. 

MINDANAO. 

The fite of this ifland is between fix degrees thirty minutes and nine degrees forty- 
five minutes of northern latitude, and one hundred and twenty and one hundred and 
twenty-five degrees eaft of Paris. From eaft to weft it meafures ninety leagues, and is 
upwards of fixty from north to fouth *; it has a number of bays and capes, the chief 
of the latter Sant Aguftino, Suliago, and Sambooangue; it is watered by confiderable 
rivers, among which are moft diftinguifhed the Buhayen, in the province of the fame 
name j the Betuan, in the fouth $ and the Sibuguey, in the province of Dapitan. It 
moreover contains two lakes; one of them of large dimenfions in the fouth-eaft 
gives its name of Mindanao to the whole ifland ; the other in the north-weft is called 
Melanao. 

The capital of Mindanao is fituate in feven degrees twenty minutes north, yet not- 
withftanding its proximity to the line the heat is moderate, as it is tempered by the 
fea and land breezes. The atmofphere, during the prevalence of the eaftern mon- 
foons, is pure and ferene; but when the weftern monfoon blows, tempefts prevail 
with rain. 

The foil is remarkably fertile, and produces in abundance rice, fago, tobacco, and 
wild cinnamon gathered in the provinces of Sambooangue, Dapetan, and Cagayan. 
I11 its rivers gold is found ; and lulphur about its volcanoes, of which in the ifland are 
feveral. Off the coafts pearls are obtained, and a multitude of fiffi. The interior is 
full of mountains. The zoological inhabitants are horfes, hogs, buffaloes, goats, wild- 
boars, flags, rabbits, monkies, and abundance of fowls and pigeons; of reptiles and 
infeGs, vipers, fcorpions, fcolopendrae or millipeds, a fpecies of venomous infe£t, and 

* According to the accompanying map, from eaft to weft it meafures two hundred and ninety-five 
Englifh ftatute miles, one hundred and ninety-five at its greateft breadth in the eaft from north to fouth, 
and fixty in the weft; its figure, allowing for indentations, would be that of an ifofceles triangle, but for 
its being truncated at the weftern extremity,— Translator. 

in 


THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, AND THE ISLE OF FRANCE. 73 


in the rivers fwarms of worms deftruftive to the bottoms of fhips and boats which are 
not coppered. 

The ifland is divided among five nations, the Mindanaos, Caragos, Lutaos, Da pi tans, 
and Subanos. The Mindanaos occupy the fouthern part, which is the beft and molt 
fertile; the Dapitans and the Caragos dwell in the north-eaft $ the Lutaos on the 
coafts and banks of rivers: thefe addift themfelves to commerce and fifhing; the 
Subanos are tributary to the laft: fifiiermen like their mailers, they refide in the 
weftern part of the ifland. 

The houfes are raifed from the ground on polls, and are entered by means of a 
ftaircafe; they confill but of one floor divided into different apartments : the walls, 
floors, cieling, fides and partitions are made of cane j the roof is covered with palm- 
leaves. The inferior part below the houfe ferves as a liable for cattle; it is alio the 
receptacle of filth of all kinds, which is fuffered to accumulate until carried away by 
the floods of the rainy feafon. 

The ifland is fubjeft to two Sultans, each of which has under him a zarabandal, 
who governs the people and holds them in a perfect Hate of vaffalage. The Princes 
are termed Cah'd, the nobles Tuam: thefe have rendered themfelves independent. 
Such lords as have numerous vaffals are denominated Otamayas. 

The inhabitants are of middle ftature, but well made, and of a tawny complexion 
inclining to a bright yellow : they poffefs intelligence, are indullrious, and (killed in 
different works in wood and iron, although the number of their tools is fmall. They 
are paffionately fond of dancing, entertainments, hunting and bathing. Their chief 
fault is idlenefs. The Mahometan is the predominant religion. 

Thefe people are friendly to ftrangers; but circumfpeftion with them is very neceffary, 
as they are lofty, favage, and revengeful. 

The Mindanaos are treacherous; the Caragos, valiant; the Dapitansj brave and con- 
fiderate : thefe laft gave great aflillance to the Spaniards on effecting their conqueft 
of the ifland. 

XOLO, OR JOLO *, AND BASIL AN. 

Xolo and Bafilan are dependent on Mindanao, and feparately belong to the two 
Moorilh Kings who govern the laft defcribed ifland. 

Bafilan is but little dillant from Mindanao, and yields abundance of rice, fugar, and 
bananas. Its coafts abound in filh, and among them is the turtle. The ifland is watered 
by large rivers, and contains ftags and wild boars. 

Xolo, thirty leagues from Mindanao, lies under the fixth degree of latitude north, 
and is a rendezvous for the Moors, who much refort to this ifland to traffic. It yields 
pearls, ambergreafe, and birds’ nefts, highly prized by the Chinefe. 1 hefe nefts are 
eonftrufted by a fpecies of fwallow, called in the country falangan. 

BOHOL. 

Bohol is fituate under the tenth degree of latitude north, and may be ten leagues 
in length by a breadth of fix t j it produces palm-trees, and fome gold ; the inhabitants 
are Tagales. 

0 LEYTE. 


• X and J in the Spaniih language are pronounced alike, the found is a guttural afpirate unknown in 
Englilh pronunciation, but refembling the n of the Hebrews, the ch of the Scotch, in loch, and the gh ot 

the Irifli.— Transi-ator. , . .. 

+ Round, if an angular proieftion at the caftern and weftern extremity be excepted, this 1 an P* 

wards of fifty miles from eaft to weft) and forty from north to fouth* The remark is nia e e 
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LEYTE. 

This ifland extends from the tenth to the twelfth degree of latitude north. It 
is divided from north-weft to fouth-eaft by lofty mountains, which occafion fo fen- 
fible a difference in the climate, that on one fide winter holds its fway, while the 
other enjoys fine funnner weather. The air at Leyte is more refrefliingly cool than 
at Manila. 

The forefts produce ufeful timber, and fiicltcr and fupport a number of flags, buffa¬ 
loes, and wild boars. The foil is remarkably fertile, and yields abundance of rice, 
pulfe, and other vegetables ; cotton and wax are likewife found in the ifland. The 
inhabitants area gentle race, chiefly employed in the manufacture of cloths and in 
the filhery. 

PAN AM AO. 

Panamao lies north of Leyte, on which ifland it depends j it is reputedly fixteen 
leagues in circumference, is mountainous and well watered: among its productions 
are remarked quickfilver and fulphur. 

ZEBU. 

This ifland, oppofite to Leyte on the weft, is the firft of which the Spaniards made 
themfelves mailers; it is twenty leagues from north to fouth and about eighty * * in cir¬ 
cumference : it exports an abundance of tobacco, cotton, wax, civet, and white hemp 
for cloths and cordage. 

The i'mall ifland of Matta, which lies oppofite and at a Ihort diftance from Zebu, 
with that forms a fafe flielter for flapping. On the fouth-eaft is another iflet called 
Fuegos, the inhabitants of which are generous and brave. 

NEGROS. 

Weft of Zebu the ifland Negros is a hundred leagues in circumference ; it is rich, 
populous, and watered by numerous rivers which render it fertile. The governor 
refides in fort Iloilo, built on a cape fronting the ifland of Imaras ; this laft ifland is only 
ten leagues in circumference, and is feparated from Panay by an arm of the fea, which 
ferves as a port. In Panay are many Negrillos. The port of Saint Anne lies three 
leagues diftant from Iloilo. 

CUYO. 

Weftward of Punay is the iflet Cuyo ; it is rich in all kinds of animals and fruit, and 
yields abundance of pulfe, vegetables, and rice. 

PAR AGO A. 

This ifland, the molt weftern of all the Philippines, is a hundred leagues in length by 
from twelve to fourteen in breadth. Its centre lies under the tenth degree of latitude 


chart, and chiefly for the purpofe of noticing that, although in the inftancc of Mindanao the French 
league of twenty to a degree is ufed, in the p re font the Spanifli league of fixteen to a degree mtift be that 
referred to by our author.—T ranslator., 

* There is an error either here or in the chart 5 the league is the Spanifli league, fixteen to the degree, 
and the circumference fhouJd be ftated fifty, Zebu being rep refen ted h long and narrow ifW.d. Eighty 
appears to have been placed by the printer for fifty. — 


north* 
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north. The Sultan of Borneo poffefles the fouthern part of Paragoa, the fouth-eaftern 
extremity of which is no more than twenty leagues diflant from Borneo. The face of 
this ifland is mountainous ; it is covered with wood, and abounds in animals. It yields 
wax in great plenty, but of grain a very flender quantity. 

CALAMIANES. 


The three Calamianes are fituate north-north-eaft of Paragoa, and together with 
nine contiguous iilets form one province of fimilar name. On theife illands birds’ nefls 
are found, and wax; on the coafts pearls are fiflied. The inhabitants are remarkable 
for their gentle nature. 

MINDORO. 

This ifland, fituate in thirteen degrees and fome minutes of northern latitude *, and 
on the fouth of Manila, is about feventy leagues in circuit t* Covered with towering 
mountains it yields little grain, but cocoa-nuts, and fruit in great plenty. The inha¬ 
bitants who dwell on the coafts are mild and fociable} thofe of the interior a favage 
race. 

MARINDEQUE. 

North-eaft of Mindoro, in thirteen degrees thirty minutes north, lies the ifland Ma- 
rindeque. It confifts of elevated land, productive of rice in filial! quantity, but abound¬ 
ing in fruit, efpecially cocoas : wax and pitch are likewife among its productions. 

MASBATE. 

The ifland of Maibate, north of Zebu, and under the twelfth degree of latitude 
north, is thirty leagues in circumference by eight in breadth. Its ports are fafe and 
commodious, with excellent anchorage in deep water. Its produce wax, fait, civet, 
ambergreafe, and gold. 

TICAO. 

North of Maibate, and eight leagues from the emboradero , or entrance of the flrait 
of San Bernardino, lies the ifland Ticao. It has a good port to which veffels refort for 
refrelhments. Moll of the inhabitants live in a wild ftate. 

CAPOUL. 

This ifland is fituate in twelve degrees thirty minutes north, near the mouth of the 
ftrait. It is only three leagues in circuit, but is neverthelefs of importance, owing 
to its great fertility. 

SAMAR, OR IBABAO. 

Samar extends from eleven degrees thirty minutes to thirteen degrees of northern 
latitude. With Cape Baliquaton and the Point of Manila it forms the mouth of the 
ftrait of San Bernardino, through which the galeon paffes, as well on leaving the Phi¬ 
lippines, as on its return from Acapulco. 

* Where but one point of latitude and longitude of an ifland is marked, the center is meant to be expref- 

fed* — Translator.. 4 r _ « , 

+ Tke form of Mindoro is that of a triangle, the bafc running north-weft by north and fouth-eatt by 
eafl, about one hundred and twenty Englifh flatutc miles in length, the northern fide one hundred miles 
long, that on the eaft feventy. The northern and fouth-weftem fides have each fome hays, the northern a 
remarkable promontory about the middle ; the eaftern fide forms a very regular line.—T ranslai or. 

South- 
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South-weft of this iiland between Samar and Leyte is the ftrait of Juanillo, another 
paffage of the Philippine Iflands. 

Samar is an ifland covered with mountains, but poffeffing vallies of great exuberance. 
Here it is the bean of St. ignacius is grown; a fruit in high eilimation with the In¬ 
dians for its medical virtues, but the ufe of which the phyficians of Europe confider 
dangerous. 

In this ifland it is always cooler than at Manila, the air being continually refrefhed 
by breezes from the ocean* 

LUBAN AND AMBIL. 

Thefe are but iflels. Luban is only five leagues in circumference, and^ Ambil fUll 
fmaller * : on the latter is a very lofty volcano. They yield wax, and a kind of black 
hemp, 

BABUYANES AND BATANES, 

Thefe iflets are fituate about the nineteenth degree of latitude north. The neareft is 
fubjeft to the Spaniards, and produces wax, ebony, cocoas, and bananas* 

MANILA. 

This ifland, the moft confiderable of the Philippines, ftretches from latitude twelve 
degrees thirty minutes to eighteen degrees forty minutes north : it is upwards of one 
hundred and twenty leagues f long, by a various and very unequal breadth, being very 
narrow In certain parts, and in others from thirty to forty leagues broad. 

It is divided into feveral provines, that is to fay, Balayan, Tayabas, Camarines, Pare- 
cala, Cagayan, Illoccos, Pangafinam, Pambangan, Bulacun, Bahi, and Manila ; to thefe 
the ifland of Camadnanes being added, makes the whole number twelve, 

Balayan lies on the weftern fide at about the fourteenth degree north : it poffeffes 
two confiderable bays Bambon and Batangas. The iflands of La Cafa, and the 
Corregidor are dependent on this province, 

Tayabas is fituate eaftward of Balayan *, on the fouth-eaft and north-eaft, it is wafted 
by the fea. This province is of great extent and very populous. 

J Camarines, fouth-eafl of Tayabas extends as far as to the ftrait of Samar. On its 
weftern ftores is the port of Sorfocon of great extent and well adapted for building of 
fhips. On its eaftern fide is the bay of Albay, near which is a lofty volcano. 

Cantaduancs is an ifland {, eaft of the province of Camarines in fourteen degrees 
north ^ it is thirty leagues in circuit, and forms of itfelf one province. It yields much 
rice, palm, oil, cocoa nuts, honey and wax ; the inhabitants collect fame gold from 
the rivers, and carry on a confiderable traffic with Manila in boats : to remedy the 
inconvenience which the tranfport of thefe one by one would occafion, they build them 
of different fizes, and place the one fucceffively within the other. The planks of 
which thefe boats are made are not joined together with nails, but are fewed or joined 
together with cane and rattans. The inhabitants of the ifland are warlike, and paint 
their faces. 

Parecala || has mines of gold, and produces loadftone. The cacao tree and the 
palm yielding wine grow in this province ; it has two bays, the one called Lampon, 
the other Mauban, 

* Thefe iflets, at the entrance of the ftraits of St, Bernardino, lie, Ambil north-eaft, and Luban fouth* 
fouth-weftof Cape Baliquaton, each a few miles diftant. — Translator. 

f French leagues, twenty to the degree. 

J Nearly of oblong form, thirty-five Englifh ftatute miles from north to fouth, tranfYerfely about 
twenty-five broad. — Translator, 

11 North of Tayabas., on the coaft. 
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Cagayan extends along the eaftern coaft * from the fifteenth degree to Cape Engano f 
in latitude eighteen degrees thirty minutes. This province though filled with moun¬ 
tains is neverthelefs very fertile in rice; it alfo produces abundance of wax, a wood 
fit for dyeing called fiboucao, and ebony, but this of a qualitity inferior to that of the 
ifle of Fi ance. The inhabitants of the province are partly a wild race. 

Illoccos lies on the weftern coaft of Manila }. This province is forty leagues in 
length from north to fouth, by a breadth of eight from eaft to weft ; it is watered by the 
river Bigan, and in the laft is bounded by mountains peopled by favages, whofe only 
traffick confifts in bartering their gold for rice, tobacco, and other necefiary articles: 
the province is rich, populous, and produces abundance of cotton. 

Pangafinan is fouth of Illoccos. Its mountains are covered with favages who carry 
on a traffic fimilar to that of their neighbours. In this province alfo is found the 
fiboucao tree. 

Pampangan, fouthward of the preceding, is extenfive and fertile ; it fupplies 
Manila with an abundance of cattle and provifions, and likewife a great quantity of 
timber. The inhabitants are partly fubjeQ: to the Spaniards, and partly independent 
favages, 

Bulacan, fouth of Pampangan, is a province of no great extent} ftill does it yield 
abundance of rice, and from its palm-trees a large quantity of wine. 

Bahi is an inconfiderable province, and remarkable only on account of a lake of 
the fame name j this lake is about thirty leagues in circumference, and gives origin to 
the river Bahia, or Aro, which falls into the bay near the city of Manila. The Indians 
who dwelt on the banks of lake Bahi feed on immenfe bats, the extended wings of 
which meafure from three to three and a half feet. The areca tree and that which 
bears the betel nut are found in this province. 

CITY OF MANILA. 

Manila, fituate in latitude fourteen degrees thirty-fix minutes eight feconds, north 
longitude eaft of Paris, one hundred and eighteen degrees thirty-one minutes fifteen 
feconds, is a city built on the banks of the river Bahia. Its figure is irregular, wide in 
the middle, but narrow at the two extremities. It is reputedly a league in circuit. 

Gomez Perez de las Marinas, fent to govern the Philippines in 1590, was the firft who 
ere&ed fortifications about Manila. They are now in a good ftate; the walls are 
mounted with artillery, and the ditch and counter ditch are full of water: it has 
alfo fome advanced works j|. 

■ At 

* North of Parecala. f The north-weftem promontory. X At the northern extremity. 

JJ This city was founded June 24,1571, by Miguel Lopez de Legafpi, a man famous throughout America 
for his bravery and conduft. He was appointed general of the expedition to the Philippines by the viceroy 
of New Spain under fpecial authority from Philip II. and failed to make the conqucft of them from the 
Port de la Natividad, now called Acapulco, on the 2ill of September [564- Philip empowered the 
viceroy to nominate the general and fit out the expedition, but under his own feal gave direction to an 
Auo-uftin monk called Fray Andres de Urbaneta, to take charge of what regarded the navigation 
of the armament. This man, one of the firft mathematicians and bell Tailors of his time, after ferving in 
the army in Italy, had embarked for America, and held the rank of captain under Loayfa and Saavedra 
in their maritime expeditions, during which he acquired much practical knowledge refpe&ing the Philip¬ 
pine i(lands. On his return thence to Mexico he refigned his employ, and entered the convent ot 

Saint Auguftiru c 

l he expedition committed to the care of Urbaneta con fitted of Four hundred picked men, a number o£ 
monks, and an Indian interpreter, chriftened in Tidore by the name of George, at the time that ifland 
received the equipment of Villalobos. Complete luccefs attended its efforts, which were feconded much 
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At one of the extremities of the city, and in front of the bay, the Spaniards have 
erefted Fort St, James, This fort defends the entrance of the river, and protects two 
jetties which advance into thefea at a diftance from each other of nearly four hundred 
fathoms: they are cafed with ftone and kept in good condition ; but, to render them 
of greater utility, they require to be prolonged, efpecially that on the fouthem fide ; 
indeed it might be well to continue them to the bar, as in that cafe it would be an 
eafy matter to deepen the channel, and render it fate of paffage for Chips as well as 
the country coafters, which at prefent run a rifk of grounding, and are fearful of 
attempting to pafs it when the wind is any wife high. The fea is generally rough on 
the bar, on which even at height of tide there is fcarcely twelve feet water. 

Manila has fix gates, thofe of Los Almacenes, Santo Domingo, Parian, Sta-Lucia, 
La Puerte Reale, and a poftern. 

The city is handfome, and airy ; the ftreets moftly ftraight: the governor has caufed 
them to be paved with granite from China, and to be lighted with lamps, fo that 
paflengers may walk them in fafety by night as well as by day. 

The houfes confift of but one ftcry above the ground 41 oor, The lower part is 
built of ftone and vaulted ; the walls of great rhicknefs. The upper part is of wood 
covered with plaifter. The roof is fupported by thick pofts, placed upright, and 
refting on the inferior walls, in which they are inferred, Thefe pofts are connected 
by the beams which fuftain the roof, and the whole is ftrongly joined together with 
pegs, fo that when earthquakes happen they play without disjoining : but as the 
apartments are not cieled, the fight of the fkeleton of the building has a very difagree- 
^ble effect. 

The rooms are fpacious and but {lightly furnifhed ; they do not receive the light 
directly from without, but communicate by doors with galleries of wood which fur- 
round the houfe, and have large windows formed of tranfparent Chelis, the fafhes 
of which Clide one over the other. This contrivance is excellent for introducing a 
coolnefs into the apartments, but externally offends the eye. 

The public edifices and churches are folidly conftrufted ; the belfrys in particular 
are very maffive. The cathedral is of great fize j attached to it is an archbilhop 
and twelve canons. Manila was erefted into a biJbopVfee in 1581, and was afterwards 
in 1595 raifed to the dignity of an archbifhopric. Thej fuffragans of the metropolitan, 
are the three biCbops of Zebu, Nueva Cazeris and Nueva Segovia, 

The government-houfe is large, but prefents nothing extraordinary. The fquare 
in front is fpacious and regular; the governor has planted it with trees and furnifhed 
it with lamps. The embellifhment has certainly a fine effect, though a more 
fit appropriation of the fquare would certainly have been £0 have made it a parade 
for troops. 


by tlie conciliating meafures of the general, and the perfuafions of the mifTionaries; and after finding the 
flrfl town in the ifland of Zebu* which from his own name he called San Miguel Legafpi, in June 1565 
fent back the commodores fhip with Father Urbaneta, as previoufly concerted with the viceroy, 
Urbaneta happily arrived at Acapulco, after a voyage of four months, and on his arrival produced a very 
c ire um Run rial account of his courfe, together with a much efteemed and very exa<ft journal, which 
afterwards formed an excellent guide for the navigation between Acapulco and Manila. 

It was not until after he had fubdued and pacified the chief ifland, that of Luzon, that Legafpi 
founded Manila, made numerous wife regulations for the divifion of property, and adminiftration of 
juitice, and declared the city to be the metropolis of New Callile, the name he gave to this region, 
JLJiahlmmientoz Uliramarims de las Nacioncs Europeanas^ per Edvnrdo Malo deLaque, Toma v , pag* 197. 
ti /ep Madrid, 1730* — Translator. 

At 
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At Manila convents occupy at leaft one third of the city. The Jefuits had formerly 
two churches here, thofe of St. lgnacius and Saint Jofeph j thefe are ftill highly 
decorated. The Dominicans have two colleges, and the Auguftins a convent. There 
is alfo a convent of St. Clare for forty nuns, and a houfe termed the monaftery of 
Mercy, deftined for female orphans of Spaniards as well as of Creoles. Thefe 
orphans ultimately receive a bounty if they become nuns, and a portion if they 
marry. 

On leaving the city a bridge prefents itfelf, built in part of ftone in part of wood; 
it is wide enough to admit of two carriages abreaft, and ferves to join the city and 
the diiferent fuburbs; there are twelve in number, to wit: Parian, Minondo, Sta 
Cruz, Ilao San Michael, San Sebaftian, Bagambaya, San lago Ntra, Sra del Eremito, 
Tondo, Malati, and Chiapo. 

Parian, which fronts the city, is reckoned the mod confiderable ; it has feveral ftreets, 
and is inhabited by Chinefe, called Sangleyes, who all cf them are artizans, fmiths, or 
merchants the number at prefent is three thoufand. It was vaftly more confiderable 
in 1603, but at that epoch twenty thoufand pevilhed*. A very ftrict watch is kept 
over thefe Chinefe: an alcalde and a number of Spanifh officers have the fuperin- 
tendence of the police, and exact from them, as is faid, confiderable fums of money, 
chiefly at the new year. The fimple licenfe of playing at metooa (odd or even) being 
pm-chafed by them at the rate of ten thoufand dollars. 

Minondo and Sra. Cruz are inhabited by Spaniards and Indians. The Spaniards, whofe 
houfes are conftru&ed in the fame llyle as thofe of Manila, prefer a refidence in thefe 
two fuburbs, on account of enjoying greater freedom, as the gates of the city are clofed 
at an early hour : as for the Indians, their dwellings are railed on pods, the walls are 
of plaifter or matting, and the roof is covered with the leaves of the palm. This 
mode of building is ungrateful to the eye, but it fecures the inhabitants of fuch dwell¬ 
ings from injury, by floods or earthquakes. 

San Sebaftian likewife has fome good houfes. In this fuburb is a long caufeway 
railed by the government, as a promenade for the inhabitants; hither efpecially the 
ladies of Manila refort much in their carriages. The Chinefe are faid to have defrayed 
the expence of making this mall with money extorted from them for exemption from 
fome obftnnftions purpofely ordained by the Spaniards : the mall is pleafant, is ffiaded 
by a number of areka trees, and commands a fine profpect over the country. 

Tondo is the mo ft northern of the different fuburbs ; formerly it was a fmall town : 
its church was the firft conftru&ed by the Spaniards in this country. 

A number of canals divide thefe different fuburbs, and greatly facilitate the tranfport 

of merchandize. , 

The country about Manila is remarkably fine ; the foil appears to be very rich; it 
is flat at firft, but afterwards rifes gradually. The villages are commonly furrounded 
by trees, and the beauty of the profped would be greatly heightened were the houfes 
lei's wretched. In every village is a ftone church, as well as a parfonage-houfe, for 
the rector, who is conftantly one of the monks. Thefe laft, who all of them are 
Europeans, are very much refpefted by the Indians; while the fecular clergy, who moft 
commonly are Creoles, are held in contempt; hence the government ffiews great de¬ 
ference to the re&ors ; for, generally fpeaking, the Indian■ always confults them on en¬ 
tering upon any enterprize, and even as to paying his taxes. 1 he monks who 
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officiate in the different parilh churches are the Auguftins, Francifcans, and bare¬ 
footed Carmelites. x , 

Oil afcending the river from the town, a number of country houfes are feen on its 
banks, with each a bath on the margin of the river inclofed with matting. 1 o thefe 
during the prevalence of hot weather the wealthy inhabitants of Manila much refort: 
both men and women bathe together, but lor the fake of decency the men wear drawers, 
and the women a wide fhift. 

Two miles above the town is the royal hofpital. On advancing higher fome 
old houfes are feen almoft level with the ground ; for the Engliffi after taking Manila, 
not being able to quit the city without expofing themfelves to be fhot by the Indians, 
entrenched in thefe dwellings, to remedy the inconvenience reduced them to the ftate 
in which they have continued to the prefent time. 

The garden of the Philippine Company is likewife out of the town; it is much 
'neglected, and no longer exhibits any of the rare trees or plantations of mulberries it 
once poffefled. In the midft_a monument, refembling a fountain more than a maufo- 
leum, is erefted in memory of Mr.Pineda, who died in the expedition of M. de Ma- 
lefpina: it is furrounded by four enormous termini, works furely of no utility in a 
garden. 

At fome dillance from Malati, a village fituate near the bay, and a league diftant from 
Manila, the Spaniards have conftruGed a poherijla , or powder magazine. This little 
fort is in a very unfit pofition j for, being too far from the town to be fuccoured, 
it could readily be taken by an enemy who ffiould effeG a defeent, to whom it would be 
of confiderable fervice. 

Mr. D’ Aguilar, a governor of the Philippines when I was there, being apprehenfive 
of an attack on the part of the Engliffi, caufeda canal to be cut from near the polverifta 
communicating with the river, fo as to allow gun-boats to enter the bay, and leave it 
without danger, or to feek fhelter under the jetties which prote£t the entrance. In 
conftru&ing the canal * the wild palm was ufed (palma brava) : the wood of this tree 
is hollow, hard, tough, and very durable in water: it is likewife ufed for making the 
gutters which furround the houfes, and conduft the rain water into the citterns, with 
which almoft every houfe in Manila is provided. 

PORT OF CAVITE. 

This port lies three leagues fouth of Manila. Veffels take refuge in it during the 
fouth weft monfoon; and return to anchor in front of the city in the feafon when 
winds from the north and north-eaft are prevalent. 

The town of Cavite is final], and Hands on a tongue of land ; it has but one fuburb, 
called San Roch. The fort is built at the extremity of the town; it is weak, and 
could not hold out againft a veffel of war. In doubling the point, attention ffiould be 
paid not to keep too near, as there is a ffioal in its vicinage. The Spaniards have ail 
arfenal at Cavite, and here it is that large merchant ffiips are built. 

BAY OF MANILA. 

The Bay of Manila, being every way eight leagues over, the depth of it is likewife 
great. The margin is partly covered with wood, and partly with villages. The illand 
of the Corregidor is at the entrance of the bay j hence it is that fignals are made on 

* Probably for fupporting the bants. 
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veffels coming in fight. The Spaniards have erected no battery on the ifland, left 
the Englifli ftiould make themfelves mailers of it to their prejudice. 

The bay is entered by the paffages on either fide of the ill and; but that on the fouth be* 
tween Pulo Cavallo and the main is the broadeft, and has a fnioother fea even during the 
prevalence of the north-eaft winds, than the north paflage, which from Point Mirabel to 
the ifland of the Corregidor, is fcarcely a league acrols. I he fea being deep in this 
part, veffels frequently prefer it; but the winds here blow violently, and when thefum- 
mits of the mountains are feen capped with clouds it is efpecially to be avoided. The 
rocks called puercos (hogs) which are off Point Tagale, and which advance fome dif- 
tance into the fea, are likewife to be fhunned. 

I,a Monja may be neared pretty clofe, as may El Fraile, but Pulo Cavallo on the 
north has fome reefs. In order effedually to proteft the bay, it is effential the Spa¬ 
niards fhould ereft batteries and redoubts on all the advanced points, as well of the 
main as of the contiguous iflets, and in addition, have a flotilla of gun-boats conftantly 
equipped near the ifland of the Corregidor. In the prefent ftate of the bay, nothing 
prevents a fquadron from entering it and catting anchor in front of Manila, almott as 
foon as its arrival could be known. 

A garda-cotta, it is true, is placed before Manila, but is there of no utility what¬ 
ever ; for when we entered the bay this veffel was unable to come up with us, though 
we had only our topfails up; nay, we were even obliged to take in every fail before fhe 
could overtake us. 

There is plenty of water in every part of the bay, except on the bank of San Nicholas, 
the extent of which is not fo great as laid down by Mr. D’ Apres} it may be paffed 
either in the north or fhe fouth ; but the latter during the fouth-weft monfoon is pre¬ 
ferable ; the fwell on this fide is lefs confiderable, the wind lefs violent, and the Ihore 
may be neared without apprehenfion, as there is deep water. We made a number 
of tacks in the bay of Manila, and afcended as high as to its northern extremity; the 
only caution requifite is, not to approach the fhore nearer than three quarters of a 
league. Veffels anchor without the port of Manila at three quarters of a leagued! fiance, 
and beyond the bar: this alfo is the anchorage for fuch veffels as having entered the 
river cannot pafs over the bar with their w'hole cargo on board. 

Inhabitants of Manila. 

The population of the city of Manila is reckoned to amount to three thoufand, of 
whom fuch as are of any note never leave the houfe but in a carriage. The go¬ 
vernor is drawn by fix horfes and is preceded by feyeral men on horfeback. When 
he paffes it is cuftomary for others to halt. The procurator-fifcal, the auditors, the 
King’s lieutenant, and thebifliop, have four horfes to their carriage: individuals are al¬ 
lowed but two. Poftillions (land in lieu of coachmen. The carriages generally come from 
Bengal, but fome are built at Manila on the model of Englifli ones. The maintenance 
of an equipage is far from cofily ; a pair of horfes may be hired for twenty or thirty 
dollars per month, and their keep, with the wages of the coachman, amounts but to fix 
or eight dollars more. 

The lady of the governor, and fome other ladies of diltin&ion, alone drefs in the 
European ftyle ; the reft wear no powder; they either have their hair turned up and 
knotted on the back of the head, or plaited and hanging over the jhoulders ; gene¬ 
rally fpeaking, they fiiew but little taftc in their manner of dreffing their hair ; their pet¬ 
ticoats are (hort; they wear flays with bulks, and the heels of their fhoes are very high. 
Round the neck, almofl: univerfallv, a chain of gold is worn, to which a medallion is 
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fufpended, containing relics, The men drefs better, but have fomething affe£ted in 
their manner. 

The wife has the whole management of domeftic affairs, the only bufinefs of the 
hufband being to funiifb money, which he fetches from the bodiga or magazine ; when 
one bag of a thoufand dollars is emptied, the wife applies for another. 

The diverfions of Manila are few ; the different circles meet in the evening. So¬ 
ciety is on a dull and dirt ant footing ; the young ladies Ong and play on the piano : 
the women are generally feated on one fide, and the men on the other. 

The women have a Ihriil voice, and ling from the throat; they all fmoke ; the 
cigars for the women are about five or fix inches long, and thick as a good fized 
finger. 

At Manila, I was prefent at feveral balls, among others at that given by Mr, Avala* 
commandant of the marine fervice. The governor, his wife, and all the people of 
diftinction in the city were invited. The archbilhop and the grand vicar were there, 
but kept themfelves in an apartment adjoining that in which the ball was held. Coun¬ 
try dances, minuets, and even the fandango, but in a very mo deft manner, were 
danced, Voleros alfo, after the manner of the Spaniards, were fung, airs which to 
me feemed very pleating* 

The women in private hotifes likewife dance minuets, but in a manner fomewhat lin¬ 
gular, blending with them occafionally fome fteps of the fandango : in general they ap¬ 
pear but litttle accuftomed to this dance, for the minuets would laft through the night, 
were the dancers not admonifhed of the time to conclude. I lhall not defcribe the 
dances of the Creoles, and fome Spaniards in private : they are lafcivious in extreme. 

Being invited to a ball in a Spanilh houfe, I faw that attention had been paid to cover 
a Chrift at the bottom of the hall in which the dancing was, - The re£tor of the parifh 
prefented himfelf to fee the dancing, but ftood without the door. On all thefe occa- 
fions a great quantity of fweetmeats, paltry, and cooling beverages are confumed* 

The complexion of the Spaniards bom at Manila is flightly tawny , but thofe born 
in Europe preferve their natural colour. Both the one and other are of excellent 
difpofition, civil and obliging ; and, during my refidence at Manila I had every reafoa 
to be fatisfied with the treatment I experienced : of the governor Mr, Aquilarl mull 
fay the fame, as well as of the other gentlemen in office, whofe kindnels on feveral 
occafions I have to acknowledge* 

The Indians are ugly, and 'referable the Malays ; their ftature is of the middle fize, 
and their complexion tawny } of the women no better can be faid. The drefe of die 
men is a Ihirt, pantaloons, a hat and,flippers \ the beaux among them in addition 
wear a black jacket, with a handkerchief in each pocket, a third round the neck, and 
a fourth in the hand* Thefe handkerchiefs come from Madras, and as they are after¬ 
wards embroidered at Manila they are very coftly, The Indians fmoke cigars four or 
five inches long, and thick as the little fmger. 

The female Indians wear a half fhift and petticoat, and wrap round them moreover 
a long and narrow piece of fluff called tupifs made of the fibres of the banana tree. 
Their fhoes are very fmall, and frequently the little toe is left out of the fhoe. Their 
hair is turned up, and knotted at the back of die head t at times thefe women go 
wholly enveloped in a large black cloak reaching to the ground, from the neck of 
which two fmall and narrow bands hang down over each /boulder* 

The Ihirouts or cigars of the Indian ladies and Creoles are a foot in length, by an 
inch and a half in diameter, and are calculated to laft for a fortnight; fo large 
are they in fhort that., in order to put them in the mouth, they require flattening* 

The 
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The Indians, in common with all Malays, are paflionately fond of cock-fighting, but 
they are not permitted to indulge at pleafure this inclination. An Indian rarely walks 
out without a cock, and as foon as he meets another Indian with one under his arm, 
the two birds are fet down and immediately engage; but battles with fteel 1'purs are 
only permitted in a place formed for the purpofe, which is farmed from the King at 
a rent of twenty or twenty-five thoufand dollars : here the Indians afiemble, and 
frequently bet on their favourite cocks the whole of what they are worth. The fate 
of the gameflers is foon decided, for the cocks being armed with fharp fpurs, one or 
the other is killed almoft in an inftant. 

The Indians at Manila follow all kinds of trades and fill every employ ; they are 
merchants, artizans, labourers, coachmeu, lacqueys, and porters; and are fkilful in 
managing boats. 

The Chinefe alfo follow different occupations, but prefer fucli as require more 
ingenuity ; for example, they are the goldfmiths, fmiths, gardeners, &c. They are 
permitted to marry ; their wives work as well as themfelves, but lay afide their gains ; 
and fhould the hufband, after making a for une, choofe to leave the country to return 
home, he leaves a part of his property with his wife, who retains and brings up the 
children. 

The Chinefe who inhabit Manila profeis Chriftianity, but this only for form’s fake ; 
for when they leave the Phillippines they throw their images and chaplats into the 
fea, and ceafe to be Chriftians as foon as they Iofe fight of Mirabel point. 

Meat and provifions in general are cheap and abundant at Manila ; the filh caught 
in ihe bay is good, but that taken on the bar and near the dykes is heavy of digeftion, 
owing to its feeding on the filth wafhed down by the river. . Generally, in the city 
and fuburbs ciftern water is drunk ; each boufe has its refervoir, which is replenifhed 
with rain-water by means of gutters and pipes : thofe folicitous of fpring water are 
obliged to fetch it from Sta. Anna. The city lacks mills; but the governor who ruled 
in 1797, and whofe whole attention was devoted to the means of improving the colony, 
had fent for a Genevefe mechanic from Canton, purpofely to attempt the ftru&ure of 
fome upon the river. 

Boats . 

On the river and along the fhores of the bay a number of boats are feen, very 
fharply built, and furnifhed with yards, which ferve as balances, on the windward 
end of which, when it blows hard, the failors place themfelves tocounterpoife the effect 
of the wind on the fail: this contrivance however does not always infure fafety, for 
at times the bamboo which forms the balance beam-breaks, in which cafe the boat 
founders, and the crew are loft. The river is crofted in fmall boats called pangues, 
made of the hollowed trunk of a tree ; thefe generally will contain but two or three 
perfons, though fome larger built are capable of accommodating from twelve to 
fifteen : they are propelled with oars, and fail lightly through the water. 

Temperature. 

Manila enjoys a healthy air; ftill to me it appeared rather heavy, a quality to be 
attributed to the quantity of moifture it contains, owing to the heated vapours which rife 
from the large furface of water formed by the inundation of the low grounds in the 
rainy feafon, and to the ungrateful exhalations from the muddy ftrand in front 
of Tondo, which is conftantly bare at low water. In the country, where the ground 
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is more elevated and dry, the atmofphere is much more pure. The temp efts and 
rain during the monfoons from the weft, the fouth-weft, and the fouth, are violent and 
heavy: thefe winds reign throughout the months of June, July, and Auguft \ the 
meadows are then flooded, and intercourfe is maintained only by means of boats. In 
Oftober the wind begins to blow from the north and north-eaft ; in December it veers 
to the eaft and fouth-eaft, and in thefe quarters remains until May; this is the fine 
feafon or fununer of the year. The mixture of heat and moifture experienced at 
Manila difagrees with foreigners, but the Indians, habituated to the climate, live to a 
great age ; moreover their dwellings being raifed much above the waters, they are in 
meafure fheltered from the effett of their vapour, and as the air circulates without 
obftruftion it ferves to refrefii them, and make the natural warmth of the climate 
more tolerable. 

Earthquakes . 

The Philippines are fubjeCt to earthquakes : that which took place in 1645 over ' 
threw a part of Manila. I experienced the fliocks of one myfelf during my ftay, fa 
violent that many Spaniards who had been at Lima, allured me they had known of few 
more fo. It began at two o’clock in the afternoon; at firft I thought fome one was 
drawing my chair ; all the houi’es cracked, many walls were thrown down, many key- 
ftones of vaults were difplaced, and the water was thrown out of the gutters and wells. 
In the houfe I inhabited three inches of water were ejefted from a large ciftern which 
happened to be full; the lamps ofcillated, and a carriage under the gateway moved as in 
palling over a ftreet half unpaved ; on my going down into the court the earth trembled 
under my feet, the houfe leaned now' in one and now in an opposite direction, and at 
every inftant I reckoned upon its falling: when the fhocks ceafed I was perfectly ftupi- 
fied, and experienced pains in my knees. On returning into the houfe, I found that 
the chief pillar which fupported the roof was fplit in twain. The veffels at anchor in 
the port felt nothing of the Ihock, but an Englilh Ihip at fea, eleven leagues from Manila, 
was affetted by it: every part of it cracked, the mam-maft was driven upwards out of the 
ftep or focket, and required to be fupported with broken malts. The concuffions of this 
earthquake lafted three minutes and fourteen feconds, and were renewed at intervals 
for feveral fucceeding days, fometimes with violence. On the firft day, there reigned 
a calm, the fky was grey and cloudy, the atmofphere heated and heavy; occafionally 
gufts of wind were experienced, and at intervals gentle lhowers of. rain : fuch are the 
prognoftics by which earthquakes are anticipated here. 

On thefe occafions, of elfe general confternation, the Indians are free from alarm ; 
their houfes ply in every direction with the Ihock, and vibrate with the ofcillations of 
the earthquake; their only dread are hurricanes, which to them are of deftruftive 
confequence, and fometimes fweep away the houfes with thofe they wont to fhelter: 
meantime in turn the Spaniards reft in peace, confident in their dwellings, whofe foli- 
dity braves the ftorm. Thus it is with man: he even fees with indifference the 
adverfity of another, and feels but for his own fecurity. Actuated by this fentiment, 
and in order to implore of Heaven exemption from future accidents, the clergy and 
all the inhabitants of Manila affemble in proceffions, and parade with great fumptu- 
ofity the image of a faint, whofe mediation is commonly invoked on fimilar occurrences. 

Government of Manila, 

The governor is the abfolute mafter and prefident of the council, which is compofed 
of four auc ! i ors, and a procurator-fifeal. 
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The King’s lieutenant and the officers of the crown are held in high eftimation. 

The governor difpofesof all offices, and nominates the alcaldes and the captain of 
the galeon. His fituation, which is held for eight years, is reckoned to be worth 
annually from thirteen to fourteen thoufand dollars . When the governor is luper- 
feded it, is cuftomary for him to undergo an examination, which lalts. thiec months , 
within this fpace all who have fubjeCt of complaint again ft him prefer theii chaiges; this 
meafure, the inftitution of which was equitable, is not exaftly enforced: in fome cafes 
it might prove fatal to the ex-governor; its effeauation is therefore commonly pre¬ 
vented by a prefent to the new governor: inftances are laid to have occurred where 
the bribe on fuch an occafion has amounted to a hundred thoufand pialtres. 

Commerce of the Spaniards . 

The Spanifh commerce of Manila, which might be veiy confiderable, is limited to 
that carried on with Acapulco by the galeon, and with China by coafters ; of the latter 
the number has much dimini (lied fince the Philippine Company has been accullomed 
to difpatch its own veffels to Canton, and retain factors at that city. 

The Acapulco trade is not open to every one ; the right of freightage of the galeon. 
is divided into fifteen hundred portions, of which a large number is referved for the 
convents, and the reft is allotted to individuals, either as rewards or bounties. 

Thefe portions are fold by the poffeflbrs to fuch merchants as are inclined to fhip. 
The value of the cargo is fixed at fix hundred thoufand dollars, but commonly it is 
twice as much. It confifts of muflins, India cloths, raw filk, fluffs, and ftockings of 
China filk, of the laft article about fifty thoufand pair; the remainder of the cargo is 
compofed of gold and filver plate, wrought either at Canton or at Manila by the Chi- 
nefe; jewellery, fpices, gold duft, and different mercery. Great pains are taken in 
flowing the cargo, and not a foot of vacant fpace is left. The value of the galeon 
taken by Anfon was a million three hundred and thirteen thoufand dollars, exclufive 
of thirty-five thoufand fix hundred and eighty-two ounces of pure filver, of cochineal, 
and of other valuable articles. 

The cargo of the galeon at Acapulco yields a profit of cent, per cent., paid tor partly 
in filver, and partly in cochineal, mercury, jewels, cloth, and Spanifh wine. The total' 
value of the return cargo may amount to from two to three millions of dollars, of which 
from two hundred and fifty to three hundred thoufand on the account of the King. 

Commonly but one galeon is-difpatched in the year, but fometiines there are two . 
this veffel, after receiving the blefling of the Virgin from the ramparts, leaves Manila 
in the middle of July, paffes the ilrait of San Bernardino, but oftentimes not till a 
month or fix weeks after its departure, and directs its courfe afterwards to the north 
as high as thirty degrees to- fall in with wefterly winds : it then fleers eaftwaid to the 
coaft of California, and arrives at Acapulco in December or January commonly, but 
at lateft in February. The tale of the cargo is quickly completed, and the galeon, 
hoifts fail in return about the middle of March : it defcends to the latitude ot fourteen 

or thirteen degrees, and thence bears to the eaft till in fight of G-uarnt, one ot the 

Marian 


* Under the following head of « Commerce of Manila,” Da Gmgi.es fays, which is perhaps nearer 

ihSjSfCSi of th. Philippine. lie the fe, 

from thirteen to twenty-two degrees of latitude north, through a Lpa.ce ft one urr r < _ ^ decrees 

The chief of thefe, called Gnajam, or Guam, (pronounced Hhooan,) is fi ^ tc ^ ^zonds 

twenty-one minutes eighteen feconds, one hundred and fifty degrees h ty _ i- .-T 3 • ^ bay of 

eaft of the obfervatory of Cadiz, according to obfervattons^of Seignor Ma a v Humata. 
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Marian iflands, where it waits for intelligence from Manila, renews its water, and takes 
m provmons: it then continues its way, making for Cape Efpiritu Santo, in the ifland 
or oamar, enters the ftrait of San Bernardino, and arrives at Manila in June. On its 
arrival there is conftantiy another vefTel ready prepared to depart. 

The galeons are the property of the King : they mealure from twelve to fifteen 
hundred tons, and mount from fifty to fixty guns. The King appoints the officers, and 
pays the crew. The captain has the title of general, and bears the ftandard of Spain 
at the main maft; his place produces him annually twenty thoufand dollars ; on this 
account it is given by the governor only to thofe he favours. Each failor receives 
three hundred and fifty pieces of eight, of which feventy are paid him at Manila and 
the lendue at Acapulco. 1 he complement of men, including paffengers, is fix bun- 
if' u murnin £> as cargo is not bulky, the lower tier of guns is mounted, 
which when outward-bound is lodged in the hold, and the veffel is reinforced bv the 
addition of two companies of marines. 

It is aftonifhing that the Spaniards, in quitting the ftrait of San Bernardino, do not 
bear to the north-eaft, or even more towards the north, inftead of eaft-north-eaft, 
which is their common praaice ; and that when they attain thirty degrees north they 
fhould continue to preferve that latitude, fince, if they afcended as high as thirty-fix or 
even forty degrees, they would have ftronger winds from the weft, and would confe- 
quently much fhorten their voyage; but the captain of the galleon is obliged to follow 
his inftrudfions, however unfavourable to his fpeedier arrival in the region of rain, an 
article indifpenfable for the prefervation of his crew. Will it be believed that men can 


Humata in April 1787 : the circumference of the ifland is from thirty to forty (Spanifti) leagues ; the 
UMtndenoiinuted S al \Luis de Apra ; three leagues diftant from it is the city of Agaua, the capital of 
the Mananas. Of the ifianch which farm this chain, feventeen in number exdufive of iikfcs, the only ones 
peopled are Guam, Rota or Seypan, called alfo St.'Jofeph, 

^iflands were called originally de los Ladrmes (the Iflands of Thieves) by the Spaniards, who iirft 
vmted them on account of the pilfering difpofition of the natives, Magellan difeovered them in 1521 ; 
Tegalpifubjefted them to the dominion of Spain in 1565 ; and the Jefuits introduced Chriflianity in 166S, 
1 he JJUpon of this order was under the fpecial patronage of the Queen Dona Mariana of Auftria, in me¬ 
mory of whom they afterwards received their pnefent name, and who Founded an annual bequeft of twenty- 
one thoufand dollars for the fupport and defence of the colony | feparate from one of three thoufand for the 
maintenance of a college dedicated to the inftruaion of the Indians ; and another for the fUpend of five 
monks, formerly of the order of St. Ignatius, but now Auguftins, 

In no part of the world are colonifts treated in a better manner. They are maintained by the crown, 
fhthJr 7110 tnbWte| aud are re £ arded as hi* fcholars by a careful matter, his children by a benevolent 

When Mr, Marion in 1771*2 failed on the expedition to the South Seas, in which he unfortunately, 
with twenty-two tailors and feme officers, perifhed by the hands of the natives of New Zealand, and when 
the command in Conference devolved on the Chevalier Duclefmeur, the latter, after fuffering great 
hard! hips, had the good fortune to reach the ifland of Guam, which appeared to him a terrettrial ^radife. 
And at this diftance from any civilized country, it furdy could be deemed no fmall bleflin g hv a diflreffed 
ciew to aruve at the only port in the vaft expanfe of this fea, in which the fickly and exhautted mariner 
could hope ipeedily to recruit his ttrengtfa, where all provifions and necefiary refitments were in abundance, 
and where a city was to be found, built in the European manner, with ilratght llreets, a church, fortifica- 
tions, public buildijigs, and a civilized population. r rhe healthinefs of the ifland is bett evident from the 
proof afforded on th soccafion. Of two hundred men lick of the {curvy {according to the account ren¬ 
dered by M. de Crizet, of the Mafcarin, the compiler of the narrative of this voyage,) not one died, but 
all fpeedily recovered, thanks to the air, the food, and the liberal affittance afforded by Don Mariano 
Tobias, the governor of the iflands. 

The Abbe Raynal, who received his information refpe&ing thefe iflands, moll probably, from officers 
in this expedition, however prone thereto in moil inflances, has here nothing exaggerated in his account of 
them, Hifh Pol* de los Eftab, Ultram, de las Nackmes Europ. per Edv, Malo de Tuque, tora.v* 
p, I4i,etfeq, Madrid, 1790* 
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be fo venturefome as to undertake a long voyage without a due (tore of water* and with 
the foie dependence for fupply on what may fall from the clouds ? Yet this is the fa£t. 
The Spaniards avail themfelves of every vacancy in the veffel to flow their goods in ; 
and inftead, like us, of carrying out ftore-calks of water, they merely carry out jars 
which are iulpended from the rigging to catch the rain when it falls. 

After the commerce of Acapulco, comes that carried on by inafters of coafters and 
different individuals of Manila. Thefe difpatch fmall veifels laden with rice to Macao* 
which they exchange for various merchandize of China. The Spaniard here is 
rarely hinifelf an adventurer ; either he lends his money to the Indians who put it to 
profit, or lays it out in the purehafe of raw fugars to fell again. 

The rich perfons of Manila do not carry on trade even with Acapulco with their 
own money, but borrow funds for the purpofe of the convents, which they return 
with intereft on the return of the galeon. In this cafe the net-profit of the mipperis 
eftimated at from twenty-five to thirty per cent. 

Commerce of Foreigners* 

At times the port of Manila has been open to all friendly nations, but, molt com¬ 
monly, trade with foreigners* has been prohibited. When I was there, it was free* 

The Englilh trafficked thither under the Swedi/h and Daniffi flag, Armenians like- 
wife from the Indian coaft, the Portuguefe, and the French, The Chinefe at all 
times trade thither in junks. 

Importation* 

The import trade confifts of various articles from Europe, to wit: anchors, fheet* 
fquared, and bar iron, and iron wire, grapplings, anvils, German fteel, nails from one to 
ten inches long, cabinet makers* and carpenters’ tools, fheet-copper and copper fallen- 
ings, tin in plates, brafswire, fail cloth, thread, needles, knitting-needles, cables, cordage* 
lead in fheets and in pigs, fand hour-glaffes, window-glafs, drinldng-glaffes, European 
cloth, wines, brandy, liquors and fweet wines, offences, eau de Cologne, hats, filk 
ftockings, glafs lamps, pearl and coral for rofaries, role-diamonds, and brilliants unfet, 
lace, and Brittany linen. 

The articles imported from India are cambayas, handkerchiefs, malmoles, plain* 
embroidered, and worked with gold and filver, cambricks, elefantas, cotton cloths from 
the north, percalas, bordered petticoats* bafquinas, handkerchiefs with devices, bafeEas* 
garras, and Mafulipatam handkerchiefs without glofs, with fome handkerchiefs and 
cambayas from Anticour, &e* 

The merchandize brought from China is, different filk fluffs, filk ftockings, nan¬ 
keens, gold and filver plate, porcelain, &c. 

Exportation. 

The fhipments outwards are compofed chiefly of fugar, indigo, tobacco, leather* 
tallow, honey, wax, rice, chocolate, corn, bifcuit, cattle, wax candles, dying woods* 
ebony, blrds’-nefts, pearls, mother of pearl, and rattans*. 

Oi\ 

* That ia to fay, Europeans*— Translator. ' _ _ # 

-f- The following is an account of the articles, the produce of the Philippines, imported into Old 
Spain, in the years federally affixed to them : 

In ijBSy by the {hip Conception;—indigo uoolbs. ; filk xijjlbs* j. cotton i8olbs*| Sibucao wood 
yoolbs; chintzes 150 pieces. 

I IV 
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On the arrival of a fliip at Manila it has to produce its manifeft within twenty-four 
hours; and the captain fliould fee that it be exaft, for if any article be landed not 
mentioned in his declaration it is confiscated. The lift of the cargo is commonly fhewn 
firfl; to the governor, and the officers of the crown, who mark the articles they wifh to 
purchafe ; to fell thefe to any one elfe would be con ft rued an offence. The governor 
and the officers pay very regularly ; and the merchant would have reafon to be fatisfied 
if they took the whole cargo, but they fcrupuloufly exact, on the other hand, and with 
jultice, that the bulk of what they buy Ihould correfpond with the fatnple. 

The cargo is difcharged at the cuftom-houfe and depofited in warehoufes, to which 
the carriage is expenfive, as the porters are very, flow in their movements. At the 
cuftom-houfe there are but five perfons to take cognizance of what is landed, and to 
receive the duties; it follows, as a confequence, that the goods are long in being ex¬ 
amined, fo much fo, indeed, that were twenty veffels to arrive at Manila it would take a 
year to clear them. When once the goods have paffed the examination they may be 
removed. The cuftom dues are eight per cent, on the prefumed fale price, and the 
affeffment of them depends on the chief cuftom-officer. This affeffment fometimes 
exceeds the price for which the goods fell, but fbould it, no reditution is made, as the 
fiat of this plenipotentiary is irrevocable. At times, however, this officer is found fo 
complaifant, for inftance when I was there, as to allow the goods to remain in the 
cuftom houfe without paying duty, except in cafe of fale. 

Commerce at Manila is fubjefl: to much difficulty and obftruction. Every thing re¬ 
lative thereto is carried on flowly, and with great trouble; at every ftep requefts are 
neceffary on ftamped paper; for example, on unloading or loading a cargo, and when 
laden, for permiflion to fail. It alfo takes a length of time to receive a cargo on board, 
as the boats are fearful of Venturing over the bar in cafe of the wind blowing in the 
leaft frefh; moreover, a fliip is not free to fail at pleafure, but mud wait for a licence, 
which on account of the feftivals and proceflions fo frequent in this country, and 
during which no bufinefs is tranfafted, is long delayed. De efpario, give breathing time, 
is the anfwer of the Spaniard to the impatient folicitations of the captain, who muff 
reckon himfelf fortunate if he leave the bay before the monfoon changes, and confe- 
quently before the adverfe winds fet in. 

Advantageous Poftiion of Manila. 

The great importance of the Philippines is apparent from what has been deferibed. 
Thefe iflands from their pofition might carry on an immenfe trade with China, Cochin- 
China, Camboja, Borneo, the Moluccas, the Indian coaft, and that of America; but 
the Spaniards, intent on their commerce with Acapulco, have foniuch negle&ed every 
other, that but few veffels are freighted by them of the great number they have means 
to employ. 

The Philippines produce a variety of merchandize for exportation, to which might be 
added cotton, areca, and pepper. Did they follow a wife policy the Spaniards would 
fiimulate the induftry of the Indians, and induce them to cultivate thefe three articles. 
They would fupply them with objedts of firft liecefiky to barter with China for its 


1 st 1789* hj the Ships Santa Rufina, Noflra Scnora de las Nieves, and Noflra Senary dela Conception: —- 
indigo 45,82^5.; filk i^Sylbs ; do. manufactured 364 pieces ; Sibtfcao wood 35£olbs*; cotton 29 bales ; 
joolbs. fpun; 570 pieces manufactured ; pimento 631 lbs ; fugar J20olbs, ; nutmegs 244^9,; wax 
iooolb&; algalia 3S1 lbs. ; mother of pearl i2 # 74olbs ; 2 ingots of gold, and 24 golden chains; 55 
tables of different kinds of wood.—Appendix to HifL Polit. de Las Nac, Europ, tom. v, p, izo et feq. 
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iilks ; would prevent the emiffion of filver to that country, and occafion the dollars of 
America to take their courfe to Old Spain. Nor would thefe be the only advantages 
accruing from fuch meafures. 

The Spaniards by promoting on a large fcalelhe culture of cotton, would be enabled 
to underfed the Englifh in China; in this cafe the demand for the cotton goods of 
Bengal would diininilh, and the Englifh Eaft India Company, no longer finding the 
fame nourrfhment for its fpeculations, would be forced to make encreafed remittances 
from London, and confequently have to carry on a trade, prejudicial in extreme to its 
interells. In this conteft the Spaniards have nothing to hazard, but much to gain. 
The proximity of the places of intercourfe, and the moderate charge for freight, 
would neceflarily put it in their power to offer their cottons at a much lower price than 
the Englifh ; and the Chinefe would naturally prefer the cottons from Manila, for 
which they pay in filks, to thofe they purchafe of the India captains, who conftantly 
receive filver in part payment, and find means, notwithftanding the prohibition of the 
mandarins, of carrying it out of the country. 

Manila might alfo become an entrepot, not only for the refort of Spanifh but, if go¬ 
vernment fhould allow it, of foreign veffels alfo. In faff this colony furnilhed with 
the merchandize of China, either by means of Manila coafters or the Chinefe junks, 
which annually refort thither from Emouy, merchant fhips from Europe would rather 
take in here their return cargoes than proceed for the purpofe to Canton, as by thefe 
means they would not only fave time but likewife the charge of the factories and re- 
fidence, and of the tonnage payable at Canton. 

The Spaniards of Manila might even themfelves proceed to the coaft of India with 
filver, indigo, and merchandize from China, and there obtain in exchange cambayas, 
muflins, cloths, and handkerchiefs, either for inveftmenrs on European fhips or on 
thofe for Acapulco. Trade conducted in this manner would become brifk, and be 1 
profitable to the colony. Still if any great advantage be fought it will be requifite to 
place the colony on a refpectable footing of defence by maintaining .fome European 
troops; by fortifying the entrance of the bay, and the ifland of the Corregidor; by 
fitting out fome frigates to cruize along the coafts, and prevent the Moors from making 
incurfions upon the Spanifh territory; and by diminifhing and Amplifying the cuftom 
duties, and affording greater facility and difpatch to commercial tranfaftions. High 
duties payable on articles of import into any country are not a tax on the foreigner 
but on the fubjefit, as the vendor conftantly augments the price of what he fells in pro¬ 
portion to the import: he pays; thus the purchafer pays the duties, and fo much more 
money goes out of the country*: moreover, proportionally as the duties are heavy is 
the importer encouraged to elude them$ and as in what is fmuggled the whole duty 
is loft, the ftate becomes the lofer. 

Let the duties exafted, as well from the natives as from foreigners, be leffened to 
a trifle, and let a greater facility be affected to purchafes and fales, and commerce will 
increafe a hundred fold : moreover, in proportion to its increafe will be the augmenta¬ 
tion of the duties; and the revenue will be found not only to equal the expellees, but 
the fovereign, in addition, will withdraw an excels from a colony which at prefent an¬ 
nually exacts a remittance from Spain for its fupport. 

* This laft conclufion is erroneous. If a hundred pounds be the value of a parcel of goods imported, 
and the duty on them be eight pounds, when the buyer pays for thefe goods one hundred and eight 
pounds, only one hundred pounds leaves the country, as eight had before been paid by the importer to 
the treafury of the country,-— -Translator. 

vol. xi. n . For 
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For the internal difcipline, the government fliould nominate as alcaides none but 
men of probity J a council compofed of merchants fhould be inftituted for the fuper- 
intendence of commerce, for propoiing ufeful meafures, and putting them in execu¬ 
tion ; a fimilar council fliould be eflabliihed for the furtherance and fuperinfpetlion 
of agriculture; and laftly, the Indians be endeared to the government by being placed 
on par with Spaniards in refpett to tribute, and thus be induced to marry. Thefe 
fhould be roufed from their fluggilhnefs, and infpirited to an aftive life, by prefenting 
them a profitable market for their productions ; they fliould be encouraged by pre¬ 
miums to addict themfelves to agriculture, to works of art, and to become gold and 
filver fmiths, black and white fmiths. But for the promotion of this object a reduction 
of the Chinefe refidents would be indifpenfable: a certain number of thefe might be 
tolerated. It would alfo perhaps be advifable to invite ftrangers, and afford them af- 
fifiance in eftablifliing themfelves. But in both thefe cafes much caution would be re¬ 
quired ; for too great a number of foreigners might introduce danger, and originate a 
combination with the Indians for the expulfion of thofe who received them with kind- 
nefs. 

By meafures fuch as I have propofed the Spaniards would be awakened from the 
lethargy which appears to abforb their faculties; commerce, in a languifhing Hate, and 
nearly at its laft gafp, would be called into life and activity; individuals, in a free com¬ 
munication between China, Acapulco, and Manila, would find an iinmenfe l'ource of 
wealth; and government, in feconding their efforts, would be a gainer of money and 
failors, would acquire a refpeClable navy, and with it competence to repel any at¬ 
tack, however unexpected. * 

From what I have laid it is eafy to perceive that with flight efforts the Spaniards might 
carry on a very extenfive commerce in the Philippines, and reap considerable profit 
from a colony, the productions and refources of which are incalculable*, but they are 
fo regardlefs of the advantages to be derived from thefe iflands, that under Philip II. 
and Philip III. it was a fubjeCt of deliberation, in the council at Madrid, whether or no 
Manila fhould be abandoned. 

Nothing could have been more delirable than that thefe iflands fhould have 
been ceded to the French. Their poflelfion of them, according to Cardinal 
Alberoni in his political will, would not have been lefs ufeful to the French them¬ 
felves than beneficial to the colony. But, if the Spaniards are to remain mailers 
of them, that they fliould look with diligence to their fecurity is mod eflential. A 
nation, ambitious of monopolizing the commerce of the world, looks with anxious eye 
on the ifland of Manila: once for a ihort period miftrefs of this rich colony, fhe 
repents its reflitution, and fhould it a fecond time come under her dominion, will 
never yield it again. Spaniards! look ferioufly therefore to the prefervation of the 
Philippines: the lofs of them* would be irreparable; anticipate the confequence of a 
difafter, and have not to feek a remedy when too late. 


DEPARTURE FROM MANILA, AND RETURN TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE. 

WE left Manila the 7th of March 1797*, at five in the evening, and on the 13th 
doubled Pulo Sapate, keeping its weftern fide. This courfe fhould be avoided on ac- 

* The fiioals of Baulinao and Maflinlou, without the port of Manila, are laid down too much towards 
the ealt In the charts; they lie more wefterly, and nearer to Scarborough bank. 
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count of a flioal which runs out nearly two leagues to fea from the north-north-weftem 
part of the ifland, on which there is but little water. 

The 21 ft we entered the Strait of Banca, the currents then running out and in at 

the fame time. 

We reached the Strait of Sunda on the ift of April, and left it on the 3d, with a 
wind from the north-weft, which afterwards veered to the north, increafing in violence 
till on the 14th it fwelled to a tempeft. For twelve hours we were driven along, the 
gunnel conftantly under water, and were obliged to throw our guns overboard to 
lighten the veflel. The wind at length abating, we again hoifted fail, and continued 
our courfe towards the ifland Rodrigues, which we defcried on the 28th. We kept 
to leeward of this ifland to avoid the Fnglifh cruizers j and, aftei coafting under the 
fouth fide of the Ifle of France, during the whole of the ift of May, we call anchor 
in the port in the evening. 

The latitude of the ifland is twenty degrees nine minutes torty-hve feconds ; its 
longitude fifty-five degrees eight minutes eaft of Paris. 1 ' rom north to fouth its length 
is about fourteen leagues, its breadth ten, and its circumference foity. ^ 

The Ifle of France has two ports; but though in my two voyages hither I made the 
circuit of the ifland, at only a fliort diftance from the coaft, I did not fee the Grand 
Port, or that on the eaftern fide of the ifland. The air is temperate, and even cool in 
the pens*; the heat of the climate is powerfully felt only in the town, where the fur- 
voundirm mountains prevent the cooling influence of the fouth-weft wind. 

The fouth-weft generally prevails at the Ifle of France, except from Oflober to 
April, in which interval the winds are variable j this period alfo is the rainy feafon. 
At times violent hurricanes occur: the rivers are forced from their beds, plants and 
trees are torn up by the roots, and houfes are levelled with the ground; veffels are 
not always in fafety even in the port, I myfelf having feen fome on thefe occafions 
driven on fliore. The months in which hurricanes are common are thofe between 
the end of September, and March; they owe their origin apparently to winds con¬ 
tending with the monfoons; and to a fimilar caufe muft the hidden gufts be attributed 

in the China Teas. - » 

The ifland is furrouuded with reefs, which in fome places extend more than a league 
from fliore; the fouth fide is more fteep, and the fea breaks againft it, except in fome 

few fpots. # t t 

Every tiling denotes the exiftence, in fome former time, or a volcano in tins illano j 
the around is almoft in every part overfpread with volcanic (tones, round, of various 
fize,° generally compact, but occafionally porous, and of a greyifh colour, inclining to 
black. The mountains are numerous, and feem to have been convulfed, fpht, and 
broken by earthquakes, but they are not of volcanic origin; their ftrata are more or 
lefs inclined towards the horizon; according to the general difpofition of the fpecies 
of ftone of which they are compofed. ... 

The foil is tolerably good, but dry; in many cantons it is of a redddh colour, i he 
earth is not worked deep, and is broken up with a pick-axe: the roots of plants ftrike 
beneath the ftones, and thus are kept cool and beyond the parching influence of the 
fun. Wheat is here cultivated, barley, oats, rice, maize, manioc (rnaniot Indorum), 
cotton of excellent quality, the fugar-cane, indigo, and coffee, the lafl inferior to that 
of Bourbon. Here alfo plantations of cloves are feen, furrounded by hedges of jam- 
rofa to defend them from the wind, by which they would other wife be readily broken. 

* A Creole terra for houfes and plantations in the country. 

N 2 Nutmeg 
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Nutmeg trees are not equally common: in the plains of Wilhein I diftinguifhed forae 
foap trees (faponaria Americana.) 

In the gardens part of the vegetables of Europe are grown, and fome fweet 
potatoes. I he moft common fruits are the banana, mango, ananas or pine-apples, 
pang!emouffe, guavas, the ate, papaya, and the peach. Cocoa-trees fucceed well, but 
the number of mangooftans (mangoutiers) is inconfiderable. Oranges, which are very 
fweet in the Ifle of Bourbon, are not good on this ifland. 

The Ifle of France is watered by a great many rivulets; fome proceed from the 
center of the ifland, and are of fufficient fize to obtain the name of rivers; the coalts 
furnifli a moderate fupply of fifh. 

The ifland was at one time wholly covered with wood, but part of the trees have 
gradually been felled, either for the fake of clearing the ground,.for fawing into planks, 
or for the ftrufture of houfes; in felling the trees no management has been obferved, 
and none are planted in fucceffion. The foil, wholly in parts defpoiled of its flicker, 
has in confequence become dry and arid, as much from its expofure to the great heat 
of the fun, as from nothing remaining to arreft the vapours necefiary for the formation 
of clouds, and confequently of the rains which kept up its fertility". For this mifma- 
nagement a remedy has been fought in the culture of a tree called black wood ; but 
this tree is at beft fit for nothing but firing, and has not every where fucceeded, owing 
to the roo great aridity of the foil, or from the earth having been wafhed away by the 
rains from the removal of the impediment oppofed by the woods, and affording no 
longer a fufficient fuftenance for the roots. 

To the caufes of the ifland being thinned of trees before noticed, others muff be 
added. In the' firft place there grows in the Ifle of France a thick and coarfe grafs, 
which ferves as fodder, and which, after attaining a confiderable height, becomes dry 
towards the clofe of Auguft. This grafs is fet on fire by the negroes in the month 
of September, and the flame which fpreads to a diftance dries the trees and caufes. 
them to perifti. Secondly, the allowance granted to the negrges to cut faggots in the 
mountains impedes much the growth of trees, as they lop off branches without paying 
any attention to whether or no they injure the tree. And laftly, the goats belonging 
to the Indians who inhabit camp Malabar, and which feed on the heights, brouze on 
and deftroy every thing. From the aggregate of thefe caufes the woods are gradually, 
but rapidly, deftroyed. 

Among the trees of the Ifle of France muff be noticed that which produces ebony, 
the tacamahaca, the milk tree, and the mat tree with large and fmall leaves, the cin¬ 
namon tree, the olive, and the ftinking tree. The wood of thefe is well adapted for 
cabinet and carpenters* work. 

When I arrived in the Ifle of France, in 1796, the hedges in every quarter were 
formed of the opuntia, or Indian fig; but fome one fince then having brought into 
the colony a quantity of the eggs of the kirmes, that infeft multiplied with fuch ra¬ 
pidity, as to have entirely deftroyed thefe trees. 

lhe woods abound in flags, wild goats, wild hogs, hares, monkeys, and rats and 
mice in multitudes; the three laft animals very deftruftive to plantations. In the woods 
alfo are found paroquets, pintados, bengalis (a little red bird), and a fpecies of par¬ 
tridge. r 

I he infefts moft troublefome are carias kakerlaques, mufquitos, fcorpions, fcolo- 
pendrse, and wafps. It is affirmed that l'erpents cannot exift in the Ifle of France. 
The affertion is difficult of proof; but, what is moft fure, there are none to be 
found. 
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Cattle are not abundant, Iheep are rare, and the beef, excepting that from Mada- 
gafcar, is not good: the cows brought from Europe yield a tolerable quantity of milk, 
thofe of the illand but little. 

If the Ifle of France had been a foreign colony, I Ihould give a iketch of the man¬ 
ners and cnltoms of the inhabitants; but as all I could fay is already known, I lhall 
Amply point out its utility and importance to the metropolis. 

Importance of the IJle of France. 

By the death of thoufands, and by confiderable pecuniary Ioffes, have mod of the 
nations of Europe purchafed the eftablifhments they have formed in Afia. Whatever 
confequence may ultimately refult from the poffeffion of thefe diftant colonies, to fup- 
port and preferve them is a matter of abfolute neceffity, as long as any one European 
power continues to maintain a commerce with India. This commerce in itfelf may be 
a matter of indifference to us, and even ufelefs, if any can truly be fo confidered in a 
great ftate; but Ihould we difcontinue it, we Ihould be placed in a Hate of dependence, 
and render ourfelves the tributaries of thofe by whom it might be continued. 

Colonies have always been formed for the advantage of the mother-country: in 
this light they have ever been contemplated ; and ihould they at times have failed to 
anfwer the purpofed end, the caufe of the failure is more to be attributed to radical 
vices in the ertablilhment of them, than to unfortunate occurrences, or fuch as could 
not have been forefeen. 

In looking to the value of a colony two things are to be duly weighed; firftly, 
the draught of men and money from the metropolis which they occafion, and fccondly, 
the refources and advantage prefented by their pofition and their commerce. 

Under the firft afpeft, if the expences of the eftablilhment are not counterbalanced 
by confiderable profits or other material benefit, the confequent lofs of men and money 
is burthenfome to the ftate; but on the other hand thofe colonies which by their pofi¬ 
tion can readily be clofed againft foreign commerce *, and the population of which 
fails to increafe in proportion with their wealth, are of lingular utility to the me¬ 
tropolis. 

Now, infular colonies prefent this double advantage, they can at pleafure be laid 
open to or clofed againft foreign trade $ and they hold out n® profpeft of ever be¬ 
coming hurtful to the mother-country by their increafing wealth or population. 

Continental colonies, on the reverie, poffefs in themfelves many inconveniencies j 
and though perhaps they prefent more extended refources in their larger population, 
and the greater activity and value of their trade, in thefe very momentary advantages 
they carry with them the feeds of diforder and revolt, feeds perpetually difpofed to 
germinate and ripen to maturity. In faft, after occafioning their mother-country 
material facrifices of both men and money, when once they attain a certain pitch of 
profperity and power, they rebel againft their parent, and ceafe to acknowledge her 
authority, of which we fee an example in the conduit of the United States of America 
in the laft century. 

* Trade with its colonies naturally belongs to the metropolis, and other nations Ihould be admitted 
to traffic with them only at the option of the fovereign government. In this cafe alfo the foreigner 
ought to pay an extra tax on the importation as' well as on the export of merchandize ; for, if he were 
permitted to buy or fell without paving fuch extra duties, the colonift, at all times inclined to buy as 
cheap as poffible, would fell his produce in many initances in preference to the ft ranger, to the ruin or 
the merchant of the mother-country. To this evident injury is to be added the rife of price of colonial 
produce, and the diminution of that of European commodities, confequent on a full market and the com¬ 
petition of foreigners, the fatal effeft of which is the deftruftion of the commerce of the mother-country, 
and the annihilation of its navy. 

The 
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The Englifh eftablifliments in India, purchafed by the efFufion of fo much blood, 
by the expenditure of fuch heaps of treafure, thefe eftablifliments inuft terminate foon 
or late, either in the return of the people to the dominion of their former mailers, or in 
their erefting themfelves into feveral different Hates independent of Britiih fway. 

Time, events, and political changes produce in continental colonies, as a natural re- 
fult, inevitable revolutions \ while infular eftablifliments, more concentrated and of 
courfe more eafy of fuperinfpcaion within, and more readily proteded againft external 
foes, promife from their nature a perpetuation of their union with, and conftant benefit 

to, their mother-country. *_ 

Among the numerous colonies belonging to France, the Hies of r ranee and Bourbon 
muft be regarded as highly important, not fo much on account of their piotludions as 

their pofition. . . ^ 

The Ifle of Bourbon defended by itfelf is from its contiguity mdifpeniably necellary 

to, and intimately allied with, the Ifle of France. 

The Ifle of France, on a refpeftable footing of defence, has nothing to apprehend 
from its enemies. The Englifh may fend out expeditions againft this colony, but its 
diftance from them will ever be an impediment to their arriving in good condition ; 
and when arrived in its vicinage, the winds, want of provision, and obftacles of every 
defeription, will foon oblige them to abandon their enterprize. 

This ifland mav be deemed the key of India; f ranee imv fend hither men and 
veffels, and here in fecret prepare its expeditions unknown to England. 

From the fituation of the Ifle of France, faid the Englifh council of Bengal, in 
1768 *, the French poffefs a device of their point of attack, and their defigns cannot 
be fathomed but at the moment of their being carried into eft'eft upon the ccaft of 

India. . r . 

But not only does the Ifle of France contribute from its advantageous pofition to 
aftift the military operations of government, this favourable fite may alio gieatly pio- 
mote the growth of the commerce of France j it is fufceptible. of becoming the en¬ 
trepot of the merchandize of Afia, and of fumifhing therewith, in addition to the 
produce of its foil, return cargoes to thofe veffels difpatched front Europe principally 
with wines, which have neither time nor means to proceed to India, for the merchan¬ 
dize they need to complete their cargoes. 

Commerce, as it mcreafes, will furntfti augmented means of fubfiftence, and the 
population will in confequence become great in proportion, efpecially if government 
render afliftance to and encourage thofe individuals felicitous of eftablifliing themfelves 
in the Ifle of France. 

By fuch meafures it would attach to the foil a number of proprietors who, too poor 
to leave it, would render it fertile by careful and fedulous culture; whereas at pre- 
fent three-fourths of the inhabitants, incefl’antly tormented by the common but fre¬ 
quently chimerical anxiety of making a rapid fortune in order to return to Europe, 
are negleftful of their plantations, and thinking but of the prefent moment, take 
little heed of the future. 

To launch into a minute detail of the productions of this ifle, and of what valim 
it might become, would be of no utility: I have fought merely to imprefs an idea of 
its importance j and fhotild what I have mentioned fail of this effcCt on the reader, I 
intreat him foberly to weigh this obfervation of a famous character well known for 
his political ability : “ While the French,” faid Lord Chatham, «« keep poffeflion of 
the Ifle of France, the Englifh cannot be deemed mailers of India.” 

* View of the rife of the Englifh government, &c., by Vinlj. 
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RETURN TO EUROPE. 

THE capture of Pondicherry in 1793 having, delayed the remittance of the cuf- 
tomary funds for the maintenance of the French eftablifhment at Canton, as well for 
that as the fucceeding years, I determined, as before obferved, on failing to the Ifle 
of France in 1796, in view of obtaining there the payment of my arrears. Deceived 
in my expectations from this quarter, the laws of the ifland not allowing the emiflion 
of money for any purpofe foreign to the fervice of the colony, I was indebted wholly 
to the kindnefs of M. de Malartie, the governor, and M. Dupuy, the intendant, for 
a fmall loan of four hundred dollars, which enabled me to return to China at the 
clofe of 1796, but was infufficient to maintain me at the refidence. I therefore, in 
1797, again left Canton for the Ifle of France, as I had there a better chance than at 
Canton of receiving advices from the minifter, to whom l had already written, and to 
whom 1 again wrote on my arrival, requefting a remittance of funds in cafe of my 
continuance in China, or an order for my return to Europe. 

After refidence of three years at the Ifle of France in continual expectation of an 
anfwer, receiving none!, 1 refolved on leaving that colony, and quitted it 21ft March 
i8ci, on board a Danilh fhip. We loft fight of land the 23d, and on the 12th of 
April patted Eel Bank (Le Banc des Aiquilles) in latitude thirty-fix degrees fourteen 
minutes. The fear of meeting with cruifers prevented our making the Cape of Good 
Hope, St. Helena, theiflandof Afcenfion,or the Azores, fo that the firft land wedefcried 
after palling north of Ireland and Scotland was the northern part of the ifland of 
Ronakllha : at length, on nth June we anchored in Norway at Fleckerhoe, d fhort 
diftance from Chriftianfand, after a paflage of two months and nineteen days. 

The Englifh being at war with the Danes I took my paflage in a floop of this laid 
nation ; after traverfmg the Categat, coafting along Juried, and a portion of Fionia, 

1 arrived at Korfer, whence I repaired to Copenhagen; I left this city after a fhort 
time for Holland, and thence repaired to Paris, where I arrived 4th Auguft 1801, after 
an abfence of feventeen years. 
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TO THE HONOURABLE SIR GREGORY PAGE, BART. 

Sir, 

T HE indefatigable pains and care you always took in promoting the advantage of the 
Honourable Eaft India Company; the eminent zeal that has always appeared in 
yon for the good of your country in general; together with the obligations I arp 
under for the many favours I have had the honour of receiving already at your hands, 
have induced me to take the liberty of imploring, moft humbly, your patronage to 
this work j begging your acceptance thereof, as a fmall teftimony or that gratitude 

The great and uncommon qualifications you are endowed with, rendei you the 
fitteft perfon I know of to countenance a work of this nature: md I do not queftion, 
but the protection of a gentleman of fo extenfive a knowledge in trade, will make it 
meet with more regard and refpe£t than it could otherwife expeft. _ II what obferv- 
ations I have here made may be fo happy as to merit your approbation, I mall think 
my pains well beftowed, and my chief end is entirely anfwered, by fhewmg with how 
profound a refpeft I am. Sir, 

Your moft humble, and moft obedient Servant, 

D. BEECKMAN. 


* London, 1718,8vo. 
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TO THE READER. 

IT is a common faying, and indeed generally proves true, that old men and tra¬ 
vellers do give themfelves great liberty in relating fictitious and improbable ftories: 
the diftance of time being as great a protection to the former, as that of place is to 
the latter : but I can affure my reader, that the cafe is otherwife here j for I made it 
my ftudy to adhere, as much as poffible could be, to truth, efpecially in thofe things 
which fell within the pale of my own knowledge, having always made it my maxim, 
to have a greater regard to utility than pleafure. As to what I had by hearfay from 
the natives, I neither have infer ted the hundredth part of what they told me, neither 
do I much infill on the truth of what I have inferted, though more probable than 
what I omitted ; but do leave it to the reader’s choice to believe or reject as he Ihall 
think fit. 

I am fenfible that I might have rendered this work more agreeable to fame per¬ 
form, and made it fwell to a much larger volume, in following the Heps of feveral 
other authors, by Huffing it with many ftrange improbable relations, whereby it might 
be as acceptable as the bundle of lies publiffied by the famous Ferdinando Mendez 
Spinto, &c. But my defign is not either to amufe, or abufe the public, or to pleafe 
fuch as delight in fabulous romantic legends or ftories. On the contrary, I have 
endeavoured herein to be as ufeful as poffible to thofe who may hereafter have occa- 
fion to go into the countries I have given an account of, by laying down fuch direc¬ 
tions and rules in regard to trade, &c. as they may the better govern themfelves by, 
and avoid a great many inconveniencies that might otherwife happen. 

I mull own, that I had fome reluctancy to undertake fuch a talk, as not thinking 
myfelf of a genius or talent proportionable thereto ; but confidering, that among fo 
many printed voyages to and from the Eaft Indies, there is but little or no account 
given of Borneo, (the greateft illand of all the Indian feas, and where as confider- 
able a branch of trade might be fettled, with due care, as any the Honourable Eaft 
India Company is in pofieffion of) and that the other fupercargos, and myfelf, 
were the only Engliihmen that ever had fuch an opportunity of knowing both the 
humour of the people, the way of dealing with them, the country, product, and price 
of their commodities, as having been a conliderable time converfant among the na¬ 
tives ; and having ventured often far up into their country, whereas the factory fet¬ 
tled here before were forced to trade with them, as it were, fword in hand, and con- 
fequently could have but very little knowledge of thofe matters : confidering, I fay, all 
this, I thought it was my duty to publilh what, in my opinion, mu ft needs be very ad¬ 
vantageous to the public, and in particular to the Honourable Eaft India Company. 
Moreover, the ftreights of Bally having feldom or never been before navigated by the 
Englilh, efpecially during the weftern monloons, which is the only time we have oc- 
cafion to make ufe of that palfage, becaufe more expeditious for home-bound Ihips, I 
thought it neceffary to be as particular as I could, thereby to make it more eafy to thofe 
who Ihall hereafter have occafion to fail that way, being forewarned of the difficulties I 
met with there, and of the method I was at lalt forced to take to get through. 

One thing I will make bold to fay, that I have been fo particular in relation to the 
Banjareens, it being all of my own knowledge, that whoever goes to the port of Banjar- 
Mafleen, though never fo great a ftranger to the way of trading, cannot iail to 

von. xi. r o * manage 


A VOYAGE TO BORNEO* 


98 

manage his affairs there with far greater fuceafs, by following the inftruftions I have 
here laid down. 

That the whole may prove to be of as great ufe as intended, is the foie aim of. 

Your humble Servant, 

D. B. 


CHAPTER I. — Giving an Account of the Canary, Cape Verd , and Chr if mas Iflands ; 

with a Defeription of Batavia , &c. 

AS fo many accounts of voyages to and from the Eaft Indies have been already 
made public, I think it fuperfluous to trouble the reader with a particular journal of 
this voyage, either going or coming; therefore I ihall only relate fuch things as I 
judge molt material to the prefent fubjeft. 

I failed out of the Downs on the 12th of October, anno 1713, in the Eagle-galley, 
in the fervice of the Honourable Eaft India Company, with full orders and inftrudtions 
from them to ufe my utmoft endeavours (in concert with the other fupercargos) to re- 
eftablifh a trade at the port of Banjar-Mafleen in the ifland of Borneo, from which 
place the natives, fome years before, had expelled the Engli/h, and deftroyed their fort 
and habitations, putting many of them to death, as fliall be more particularly related 
in the latter part of this work. 

Several attempts of renewing a correfpondence and trade with them have been fince 
made, as well by the Englilh as the Dutch, but in vain ; until fortune favoured us 
with fuccefs. I doubt not but to make it fully appear, that it maybe improved much 
to the advantage of the Eaft India Company. 

On the 29th we paffed clofe by the ifles, or rather the rocks, called the Salvages, 
lying in the latitude of twenty-nine degrees twenty-five minutes north, and longitude 
of fixteen degrees thirty-fix minutes from London. We failed along to the fouthward 
(the weather being exceeding pleafant for three days) in fight of mo ft of the Canary 
ifiands, but could not as yet fee the top of Pico-Teneriffe, becaufe of its being fo 
much higher than the vaft body of clouds that encompafled it; though foihedmes 
(when dear of clouds) it may be feen at above fifty leagues diftance at fea. On the 
1 ft of November we were between the iflands of Teneriffe and of Grand Canary. 

Thefe iflands were by the ancients called Infulcs Fortunate , or the Fortunate iflands; 
but by the moderns Canary iflands, from the ifte of Grand Canary, which is the chief 
and largeft of them. They were well known to the Romans ; but after the fall of that 
empire, they lay hid in oblivion and undifeovered by the Europeans, till about the 
year 1330, or rather 1334. However the natives, a rude and ignorant people, who 
were governed by their own Kings (each ifland having one), continued in poffdlion till 
the year 1417 ; when Catharine, daughter to our John of Gaunt duke of Lancafter, 
and widow of Henry the Third of Caftille, during the minority of her ion John the 
Second, fent forces thither, and fubdued four of thofe iflands, viz. Lancerota, For- 
teventura, Gomera, and Ferro. The other iflands remained under their own Kings 
till the year 1483, when Ferdiaand, lirnamed the Catholic, fubdued them all; ever 
fince which time they remained annexed to the Crown of Spain, and are the general 
rendezvous of the Spanilh Weft India fleet homeward bound. 

They are fituate weftward of Biledulgerid, between twenty-four degrees thirty 
minutes, and twenty-eight or twenty-nine degrees of north latitude, if we comprehend 
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the Salvages ; they are ten or twelve in number, but only feven remarkable, viz. Lance- 
rota or Lancelotta, Forteventura, Canaria, Teneriffa, Palma, Gomera, and Ferro; the two 
firft are towards the eaft, the two laft towards the weft, and the three other in the middle. 

The ifle of Lancerota is about thirteen leagues in length from north to fouth, nine in 
breadth, and forty in circuit. 

Forteventura is in length from fouth-weft to north-eaft about twenty-five, the 
breadth being very irregular; for in the middle it is but four leagues only, there 
being an ifthmus dividing it into two peninfulas, which formerly had a wall acrofs it; 
the circuit is about feventy leagues, becaufe of the two gulfs that are on each fide of 
the ifthmus. 

Canaria, commonly called Grand Canary (which gives its name to all the reft) is 
equally large as it is long, being about thirteen or fourteen leagues either ways, and in 
circuit about forty: the town of Canary is a bifliop’s fee, and the refidence of the 
Spanifh governor. 

The length of Teneriffa is varioufly reported, fome making it twenty-two leagues, others 
more, and fome lefs; its breadth is very irregular, viz. from three to fifteen, and the 
circumference about fixty leagues ; towards the middle is that famous and vaft hill, 
or peak fpoken of before, called by the Portuguese El Pico, counted the higheft in the 
world, being about two miles and a half perpendicular ; it rifes like a pyramid, or 
rather a fugar loaf. Here the Dutch place the firft meridian; but the French place 
it on the ille of Ferro; as Janfonius does on Corvo, the moft wefterly ifland of the 
Azores; and Hoadius on St. Nicholas, one of the Cape Verd illands. 

The three other illands are leffer, each not exceeding ten leagues in length, five in 
breadth, and twenty-five in circuit. 

The air of thefe illands is very wholefome, though very hot; the foil moft fertile, 
producing a great abundance of wheat, barley, millet, and excellent wine; the vines 
(as they fay) being tranfplanted hither formerly from the Rhine by the Spaniards, in 
the reign of Charles the Fifth, Emperor of Germany and King of Spain ; where, by 
the change and nature of the foil, inftead of lharp Rhenilh, they produce that fweet 
delicious wine which we call Canary, and which is vended fo much all over Europe, 
that fome relate fifteen or fixteen thoufand tuns have been yearly tranfported into Eng¬ 
land only. 

Here are alfo a great number of palm-trees that bear dates; dragon-tress, from 
whence is drawn a red thick liquor called dragon’s blood, with fig, olive, pomegrate, 
citron, and orange trees, the fruit whereof is moft excellent; likewife plenty of fugar, 
woad, honey, wax, and plantons, which is a fruit not unlike a cucumber in fliape, and 
when thoroughly ripe eats as delicious as any fweetmeats; they have alfo a great num¬ 
ber of wild goats and affes, the milk and hides whereof are a good commodity. 

The ifle of Ferro is very dry, and in fome places barren for want of water ; but this 
defe£t is in a great meafure fupplied by a tree that grows in the middle of the ifland, 
the trunk whereof is about two fathom round, from the leaves of which does conti¬ 
nually diftil as much water as fills a large ftone ciftern, or refervatory, built by the in¬ 
habitants on purpofe, containing about twenty thoufand tuns, which fuppliesthe cattle 
and whole ifland with wholefome frefli water. This miracle of nature is faid to pro¬ 
ceed from the vaft body of clouds that hang about the tree all night and a great part 

of the day. . . r r 

The inhabitants are, for the moft part, Spaniards originally ; there are fome lew ol 
the aborigines, who are a very nimble fort of people and vaft eaters ; they live gene¬ 
rally in caves among the mountains, feed upon milk chiefly, and are faid to be 
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Paaam by religion ; though I believe there is hardly any of that perfuafion now, the 
Spaniards being fo zealous to propagate the Chriftian doanne accoidmg to their own 

'^On the sd of October, in the rooming, we had a fight of the top of F.l Pico ; here¬ 
abouts we met with the trade-winds, fo called bccaufe they always blow between the 
eaft-north-eaft, and north-north-eaft, they continued with us till we came near the 
equinoctial line ; which was no ftnall advantage, as well as pleafure, to us in our out- 
ward-bound paffage; not only for the expedition we made through the means or their 
brifk gales (our fhip running at leaft one hundred and twenty miles in twenty-rour 
hours) but alfo for the coolness and mighty refrefliment we received from them in io 
hot a Climate; and likewife for the diverfion we had from the prodigious numbers of 
dolphins, albocores, bonetos, flying-filh, &c. many of the latter flew on board our uiip, 
when purfued by the dolphins, or other fifli of prey, whereof there are vafl multitudes 
in thofe feas: we caught a great number of dolphins, &c. with large hooks, which we 
towed to the ftern of the fliip, baited with either an artificial or real fiying-fifli, or fome- 
times with a bit of fat pork or beef, they being fo prodigious eager that they will fnap 
at almoft any thing ; the poor Tailors make many a hearty meal of them, efpecially when 
frefli provifions begin to be fcarce. 

In this pleafant manner we continued from the Canary Iflands, fleering away fouth- 
weft by fouth neared, till the ioth,when we got fight of the iflands of Cape Verd, which 
are ten in number, viz. St. Antonio, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, St. Nicolas, Sal, Bonavifla, 
Mayo, St. Jago, Fuogo, and Brava. Thefe were by the ancients called the Hefpe- 
rides, or Gorgades; their Orchards of golden apples, kept by a never fleeping dragon, 
are celebrated much by the Greek and Latin poets; they are now inhabited by the 
Banditos, or banifhed Portuguefe. Thefe iflands afford a mofl pleafant viflo to thofe 
that fail between them. 

The ifland of St. Jago is the largeft of all, being in length about forty-five leagues, 
in breadth ten, and in circuit ninety-five. 

St. Nicolas and St. Lucia are each in length about twenty-five or twenty-fix leagues, 
in breadth about feven or eight, and fixty in circuit. St. Vincent and St. Antonio are 
not of above half the extent of thefe, and the other five are Hill leffer; for the greatefl 
of them is not ten leagues in length, and twenty in circuit; the air in general is un- 
wholefome; the foil of fome is ftony and barren, as particularly that of Sal, Bonavifla, 
and Mayo. The firft has a great number of wild horfes, as alfo the laft i but befides* 
it has a much greater multitude of wild goats, and fuch a prodigious quantity of fait’ 
that it could load (as is reported) above two thoufand fail of fliips, fo that they are all 
named, by fome, the Iflands of Salt. The other iflands are more fertile, and produce 
rice, maiz, or Indian wheat, bananos, lemons, citrons, oranges, pomegranates cocoa 
nuts, figs, and melons; there is fome wine, cotton, and fugar canes, which they gather 
tvwce a year. T he goats generally bring forth three or four kids at once, and that verv 
often thrice a year. The chief merchandize is fait and goat Ikins, of which are made 
the heft cordevants. They are called the Ifles of Cape Verd, becaufethey lieoppofite 
to the Cape fo called being the weftem point of the ifland that lies m the mouth of the 
nver Niger formed by the north and middle branches thereof, called Senega and 
Gambea; when they were firft difeovered (viz. anno 1440) by a Genoefe, thty were 

Porhiguefe^ nd ° f ° r thirty years > when the y be ga* to be inhabited by the 

The ifland of Fuogo or of Fire, has its name from a burning mountain that is in it - 
« is moftternble to fee (m the flight efpecially) what prodigious flamesandvaft 

^ clouds 
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clouds of fmoke it vomits up continually, which we could perceive afterward in a clear 
day, though we were above fixty miles diftant from it. 

Here I refolved, by the advice of the chief officers of the fhip, to go into the port of 
Praya in the ifland of St. Jago, to take a frelh fupply of water and provifions, but parti¬ 
cularly to flop a dangerous leak in the bow of the fhip, which flie had fprung in a 
great ftorm that happened to us in the Bay of Bifcay, where we were all like to have 
perifhed. Another confideration that moved me thereto was, that by recruiting here 
I might avoid touching at the Cape of Good Hope outward bound, whereby my paf- 
fage would be much fhorter. Accordingly on the 12th of November we anchored in 
the afore-faid port, which is in the latitude of fifteen degrees north, and the longitude 
of twenty-three degrees thirty minutes from London, having made my paffage thither 
from the Downs in thirty days. I faluted the caflle with five guns, but had no return ; 
there was a fmall Portuguefe fhip in the road bound for Brafil; at our fir ft coming, fhe 
was jealous of us as we were of her, both fuppofing each other to be pirates, it being a 
place much frequented by fuch. 

About a mile eaftward of the port, is another bay fo much like this, that without 
the following inftru&ions one may be miftaken; but it is not by much fo good a road j 
in the former bay you have the ifland of Mayo open off the eaft point of the bay, which 
in the port of Praya, is for fome time fhut in before you run high enough into the bay 
to anchor *, and you have the top of the ifland of Fuogo over the weft point of the 
bay, when you are in the port. J never was in this port before, but my chief mate, 
and feveral others of the fhip’s crew had been there j however, they were deceived, 
and fleered the fhip up the wrong bay, where they were like to have caft anchor before 
they perceived their miftake; but whoever follows the foregoing obfervation, can 
never err in this particular. During our ftay here, which was five days, we caught 
with our nets and hooks a great quantity of filh, as mullets, beams, large craw-fifh, and 
a filh called a foldier, being of a blood-red colour, having fcales as large as half-a- 
crown, in fhape like a carp, and fome weighing eighty pounds ; there is alfo plenty of 
feveral other forts of filh. 

The country is exceedingly pleafant, and abounds with all things neceffary for the 
ufe or delight of man; but the natives are a poor, lazy, ignorant fort of people, pro¬ 
digious thieves, and molt of them as black as negroes or at leaf! mulattos j by religion 
Roman Catholics, as they are told j but, God knows, their ignorance and ftupidity is 
fuch, that they know little more than the name of religion. Their churches are 
meanly adorned, and as meanly built, not much exceeding our country barns; their 
houfes are very ordinary, fcattered here and there j here is the remains of an old de¬ 
cayed caftle, very little of which is ftanding befides the wall, whereon are planted feven 
or eight old iron guns without carriages, which are of no defence, but ferve only for 
falutes. The French with eighty or one hundred men took the ifland a few years 
ago, but abandoned it in a little time, having carried away what plunder they could find. 

Here are great numbers of fmall oxen, hogs, goats, ducks, geefe, and other fort of 
fowls, which the natives bring down to the port to fell, or rather to exchange for old 
cloaths, black cafes, hats, knives, oil, butter, cheefe, or almoft any thing of foreign 
growth or manufacture, be it never fo old or indifferent; for though the ifland be of 
itfelf very plentiful, yet their floth is fo great that they make no improvements; and 
their pride fuch, that if you afk a poor lorry fellow (that has fcarce the neceffaries of 
life) who he is, he will immediately reply, that he is nearly related to fome nobleman 
in Portugal; that himfelf or bis forefathers were banifhed thither on fufpicion, but 

very 
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very unjuftly : and to be fore he is fome officer. For ffloft of them are either colonels, 
captains, or lieutenants; they are very nimble fingered as well as nimble footed tor 
whatever they can lay their hands on, they take, and then truft to their heels: they 
brine down their cattle tied either by the legs or horns with rotten cords, which as 
foon°as they have fold and delivered to us, and received the price in either money or 
barter, they fail not to make fome hideous noife and whittling at a durance, at which 
the cattle (that are already fuflkiently frightened at the fight of a white face) begin to 
caper and bound about, until they either break the rope, or force it out of the hands of 
him that holds it, and immediately run up into the mountains from whence they came. 
Mott of their fowls have bones as black as jet, and fkins as black as the natives ; but 
the fiefii is as white or whiter than ours, and altogether as good, though not fo pleafant 

to the eye. . 

I had the governor on board of my fliip, treated him handfomely, and gave him 
fome guns; he defired my company on fhore, with fome others belonging to the lhip, 
that he might have'the opportunity of returning the favour be had received. The next 
day we went to his cattle ; he treated us, according to his flovenly manner, tolerably 
well, as we at firtt thought ; but foon after we found to our coil the effeCts of his per¬ 
fidious banquet, by which we perceived ourfelves to have been actually poifoned. As 
foon as we got on board, we took fuch antidotes as the furgeon (who was one of the 
guefts, and fared no better than the reft,) thought moft proper on fuch an occafion ; 
we felt the violent effects of our difafter for four or five days, being taken firft with a 
molt terrible vomiting and loofenefs, and afterwards .with violent convulfions both in 
our bowels and limbs, and at Iaft became raving mad; the furgeon did not begin to 
vomit till the third day, but fwelled in a prodigious manner; after the fifth day we 
began to recover both our fenfes and health, but two lay languilhing for feveral months 
during the voyage, and at laft died. We had neither time nor power enough to revenge 
fo execrable a piece of villany. 

We took our departure from thence on the 16th of November, and made the bell 
of our way towards the Eaft Indies. On the 22d day, being in the latitude of eight 
degrees north, the meridian diftance eafting one hundred and eighty-one miles from 
St. Jago, we loft our trade-wind, and met with much rain, thunder, lightning, and a 
large rolling fea from the fouth. This day I tried the current, and found it fet to the 
fouth-eaft and by eaft ahnoft one mile in an hour. On the 3d of December I had an 
opportunity of trying the current again, being in the latitude of three degrees twenty- 
feven minutes north, and forty-five miles to the weft of the meridian of St. Jago, and 
found it fet direftly the contrary way, viz. fouth weft by weft about one mile an hour 
which made a great difference in the reckoning of the Ihip’s way, there being little or 
no variation of the compafs here. The 1 oth of December, about eleven in the moraine 
we paffed the equinoctial one hundred and ninety-eight miles to the weft of St. Jagm 
I fhould have acquainted you before, that in the latitude of four degrees north, we met 
the fouth-eaft trade-wind, (fo called becaufe it always blows between the fouth-fouth-eaft: 
and eaft-fouth-eaft) w hich commonly holds to twenty-four or twenty-five degrees fouth 
or fometimes much farther, and blows from within twenty or thirty leagues from the 
coafts of Africa, acrofs that vaft ocean, to within twenty or thirty leagues (and fome 
times quite home) off the coafts of Brazil/ This fouth-eaft trade-wind we meet within 
various latitudes, according to the fund ryfeafons of the year; which from the bell ac¬ 
counts, and my own obiervations both going and coming, I find to come near to the fol¬ 
lowing table. 

January 
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January, February, March, April, 
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0 north 

May 

7 

0 

June . 

8 

0 

July 
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0 

Auguft 

10 

3 °' 

September 

10 

3 ° 

October 

8 

0 

November 

6 

0 

December 

5 
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We fleered away to the fouthward, keeping as near the wind as we could conveni¬ 
ently, without any thing remarkable till the 21ft of December, when we loft our trade- 
wind in the latitude of twenty degrees fifty-two minutes fouth ; and on the 30th we 
faw the fun to the north of us at twelve o’clock at noon, as in the European parts it is 
to the fouth. But notwithftanding the fun’s being in or fo near our zenith, yet the 
refrefhing fouth-eaft gales make the weather cool and pleafant enough. Here I began 
to confider what quantity of water we had left, and whether fufficient to carry us 
through, without touching at the Cape of Good Hope ; and upon examination I found 
about fixteen tuns, which I thought fufficient. However we continued our courfe in 
order to get fight of the Cape, the better to regulate the future part of our reckoning j 
and accordingly, January the 20th, about fix in the evening, 1 difcovered from the 
deck the high land, called the Table Tand, we being then about fixty miles diftant. 
We flood in all night, and next day about four in the morning, by the falfe appear¬ 
ance of the high land up the country, the fecond mate, (who then had the morning 
watch) being wholly unacquainted with the coafts, ran the fhip fo far into the bay, 
between Penguin and Coney Ifland, that had I not turned out at that very time, we had 
all molt certainly perilhed, there being a very great fea rolling on the lhore, no wind to 
govern the fliip, and no anchor ground. I ordered the boat to be hoifted out imme¬ 
diately, and the fliip to be towed about; and a finall gale of wind rifing at the fame 
time, it pleafed God we got off fafe. Here we met with a vaft multitude of feals and 
large whales, that rolled and played about the fhip, following her fome diftance 
from the fhore j alfo a great number of fowls, and particularly a fort called alcatros or 
albotros, being a very large fierce bird, having feet like a duck, a crooked beak like 
an eagle, and a great quantity of feathers of the finefl down. 1 fhot feveral 01 them, 
and found fome of them to meafure fourteen or fifteen feet from the tip of one wing to 
the tip of the other, when extended. It would be too tedious to mention the great 
variety of other birds that are feen here, which therefore I will omit till my return, and 

purfue my defign. „ 

Accordingly this day at noon 1 took my departure from the Cape or Good nope, 
bearing fouth-eaft by fouth, fixty-nine miles diftance. We continued our courfe 
without meeting with any thing memorable, till the 25th of February, about which 
time we expected to difeover the iflar.ds of St. Paul and Amfterdam j but were pre¬ 
vented by a moft violent ftorm, which held us forty-eight hours, it being the moft; 
terrible ever I met with. On the third day the ftorm ceafed, and the wind favoured us 
with a flout pleafant gale. On the 7th of March following, and in the latitude or thirty 
degrees thirty-five minutes fouth, and one hundred and twenty-nine miles to tie ea 
of the cape, we met the fouth-eaft trade wind again. On the 5th of Apri we ma e 
Chriftmas Bland (fo called from its being firft difcovered. on that day). It Mtte 
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latitude of ten degrees, thirty-one minutes fouth, and is four thoufand fix hundred and 
eighty miles to the eaft of the cape. I found my own reckoning very good, becaufe 
1 fell in with the faid ifland exadly to an hour’s account. 

This ifland looks exceedingly pleafant, being covered with lofty trees, and may 
eafily be known by the following directions : — Coming from the north weftward it ap¬ 
pears pretty high, with a faddle in the middle; the weftermoft land is the higheft, 
trenching away to the northward to a low flat point; the eaftermoft point is low, but 
blulT. I founded within eight miles of the low point, but had no ground, though with 
one hundred fathom of line out: the ifland is about feven leagues from eaft to weft. 
On the 6th of April I fell in with the ifland of Java about one hundred and twenty 
miles to the eaftward of Java-head, and coafted till the 13th along the fhore, which 
part of the ifland 1 find very well laid down in the Englifh Pilot, though feldotn navigated. 
That day I anchored underMew Ifland, an uninhabited ifland in the Streights of Sunda, 
where we recruited from a town on the coaft of Java, with wood, water and frelh 
provifions, particularly fowls, which are very cheap, twenty of the largeft being 
generally fold for a piece of eight. Here is alfo plenty of tortoife, and many wild 
beafts, efpecially tigers. A few days before my arrival, the natives killed one that 
liad the boldnefs to come to the very paliffadoes of the town (that are built to keep off 
thefe wild beafts), and there deftroyed a woman. The Javans are of a middle ftature, 
tolerable good features, black complexion, long hair, and a very civil fort of people ; 
they fpeak the Mallayo language. They will come off to an Englifh fliip (at hoifting 
your colours) five or fix leagues to fea, in their final 1 boats called praws, which 
generally are not above eleven inches over, and about twelve feet long. Thefe boats 
bring off two or three perfons with fowls, tortoife, eggs, and fruit of all forts 
whereof they have great plenty, and which they fell very cheap, or truck for knives 
lciffars, &c. We kept turning to the windward till the a©th of April, when we 
fafely arrived at our firft defigned port of Batavia in the faid ifland, being in all five 
months and feven days in our pafiage. 

We fpent here forty-two days partly in re-vi&ual ling and refitting our fhip the 
boltfprit being fprung, and the heads of our mafts difabled : but the chief caufe of 
io long a flay, was the barbarous and unchriftian-like ufage we met with (as all Ene> 
lifh fubjefts do) from the Dutch general, who refufed to let us have any manner of 
necenaneSj, as wood, water, rice, &c. without which it was impoffible for us to pro¬ 
ceed on our voyage : neither would he grant any Englifhman the liberty of lvintr on 
ihore (the mornings and evenings being the only time in that hot climate to difpatch 
bufinefs) though he refufes not that privilege to the Portuguefe, or any other nation 
01 Europe. All our provifions and water we got off privately, and the Matter in bulk 

° pen boats wlthou f cafl «, which could only be done in calm weather. This flay 
T'A Tr ( C, PP ortumt > r i of he mg able to give the fhort abftraa following of that place^ 
not bur that I know it lias been defenbed more at large by feveral, whofe Ionl refi* 

a much bett0r “PP^unity than my Ihort rime an/hun^ 

TLhe pity_of Batavia (fo called from the Latin name of Holland) ftandson the north 
weft end of the ifland, and is the principal place the Dutch have in the Eaft Indic<- - 
where the general or chief governor refides/to whom all other Dutch governmems in 
that part of the world are fubjeft. It was formerly called Jacatra, when ShaS hv 
the Javans; it is well built, and ftrongly fortified having n ft ’ ™ ,7 ^ b > 

ditch that furrounds the city ; a citad!irS four^ Stlar £*? 

where Jacatra did formerly. Here the governor has iVry handle 

• road 
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yoad fecured toward the fea by fome iflands, is without difpute the beft in all the 
Indies, being capable of receiving above a thoufand fliips at once, and having excellent 
good anchor ground. It is a place of very great trade, and much reforted to, 
efpecially by the Chinefe, who come thither yearly, with a vaft many junks laden with 
all forts of China merchandife, as tea, quickfilver, vermillion in cakes, fticklack, 
camphire, copper bars, tutenague, fans, pictures, all manner of china, and lackered 
ware, foye, gumbodge, fago, and benjamin, with fundry other drugs and merchan- 
difes too tedious to name. A certain annual toll is impofed on the Chinefe here For 
the liberty of wearing their hair, which brings in no filial 1 income to the government, 
they being much more numerous than the Dutch themlelves. This liberty of wearing 
their hair is denied them in their own country (as I am informed ) by the Tartars, who 
in the year 1643, having paffed that prodigious wall four hundred leagues long, built 
between China and Tartary, conquered the whole empire in lefs than feven years. 
The Chinefe are very proud of having this liberty, and many leave their own country, 
to live where they may be allowed it; the cutting it off being a mark of fubje&ion, 
which the Tartars impofe upon them. 

The country is very flat all round the city, but exceeding pleafant, adorned with 
many curious feats, fine gardens, fountains, and large canals, which are let in, and 
run through feveral ftreets of the city, whereby it is rendered both neat and cool: 
on each fide of thefe canals, are planted row's of fine trees, that are always green, 
which, with the beauty and regularity of the buildings, make the ftreets look very 
agreeable, fo that I think this city, for the bignefs, one of the neateft and moft beau¬ 
tiful in the whole world. There are alfo two large piers, that run out about half a 
mile into the fea, and ferve to drain all the canals and inland water that run through 
the city. They are likewife very ufeful for fmall veffels that lie along the piles, where 
they load or unload their cargoes. Above one hundred Haves are employed in taking 
up the inud, and in fcouring the fpace between thefe peers, which other wife would 
loon be choaked up with what is waflied out of the city and country. At the mouth 
of this place are many alligators or crocodiles ; and if a dead dog, or any other carcafe 
comes down the ftream, it goes not far to fea, but is immediately devoured by them. 
Yet, which is very ftrange, I have feen the natives naked up to the middle in the water 
netting for fhrimps among thofe monftrous creatures, and they are feldom hurt by them. 

I cannot omit mentioning here, how narrowly we efcaped a hellifh plot, formed, 
by fome of our own fhip’s "crew. On the 29th of May following, lixv gunner, and 
about twenty-two of the feamen, went in the long boat to Father Smith’s ifiand to do 
fome bufinefs for the ihip: in the interim, I fent the gunner’s mate down into the 
powder room for a gun-cafe; where, to his great furprife, he found both the doors 
open, (the ftaple of the outer door being drawn) and difcovered a lighted match, 
laid on a dried horfe hide (doubtlefs by fome of thofe that were gone alhore, as fliall 
appear more fully hereafter) to a largetrain, and thetrain continued to fix barrels of powder 
which if he had not then by good fortune gone down, muft have taken in lefs than a 
■quarter of an hour, anddeftroyed us all. He had prefence of mind enough to Aide one of 
his hands gently under, holding the other over to hinder the powder duft from rifing, 
and withdrew the match from the train, which was fo large that he could take the 
power up by handfuls. This unaccountable piece of villainy (neither the author or 
caufe being known) did greatly aftonifh us. I ufed my utmoft endeavours to find out 
the bottom of it: after fecuring the powder room, I took the key myfelf, and impa¬ 
tiently waited the long boat’s return, which did not come back till evening: in the 
mean time I loaded fome piftols and blunderbuffes, and lodged them that night m the 
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great cabin, where I paffed the night with feveral others whom 1 might confide in, and 
placed a tmfty centinel at the door; neither did we go to bed, but lay down in our 
cloaths by turns, imagining that thofe perfons who could be guilty of lo wicked a defign, 
would not Hick at any treacherous means to murder us. The next morning I called 
together all the fhip’s company upon deck; and the better to difcover the confpirators, 

I gave all the promires and affurances imaginable, that if any one would make a dif- 
covery of the truth, he Ihould receive fifty pounds reward, and all the proteaion I 
could give him. 1 tried them likewife by feparate examination, but all to no purpofe, 
every man Teeming equally furprized : and feeing that my beft endeavours to bring 
this affair to light were unfuccefsful, I was obliged to purfue iny voyage with thofe 
people on board, more dangerous than even the very Indians I was going to, among 
whom the Englilh were fo ill-ufed lately. Accordingly on the 2d of June I fet fail, in 
company with the fhip Borneo, Captain Thomas Lewis commander (bound to the fame 
place, and on the fame account, in the fervice of the Honourable Eaft India Company), 
and alfo with the fliip Daulbin, Captain Boadum commander, belonging to Maderafs, 
who was bound on a trading voyage. We failed together along the north coaft of Java* 

In this time of the year the winds between this coafl and Borneo, as alfo along the 
coaft of Sumatra are always eafterly in the offing, and are called the eafterly monfoons ; 
but near the fhores there are land and fea breezes ; the land breezes come off in the 
morning about one, two, three, or four o’clock, generally with a fmall fhower, a gull 
of wind, or fometimes thunder, which gives always a timely warning. Then we weighed 
anchor and kept the wind, which fometimes would run us a great way along the fhore; 
but as the day came on, the wind turned always more about to the eaft, and would run 
us out of fight of land by noon or thereabout, at which time it grew generally calm* 
Then we anchored in the offing with a ftream-anchor in twenty-five or thirty fathoms 
water to hold our own, left the current Ihould carry us to the weftward, till about one 
or two in the afternoon, when we had a frelh gale of wind right from the fea, with 
which we made fuch flams in towards the fhore, that we might be fure to get fo near 
land as to anchor in about four fathoms water before the fea-breeze was part, otherwife 
we Ihould lofe much of the benefit of the next morning land-wind. This method of 
turning along the fhore is very pleafant, by reafon of the certainty of the winds and 
finenefe of the weather; by which means I had the opportunity of having an exact 
view of the coaft, which is very agreeable, being always green ; and when the land- 
winds come fir ft off they bring with them a moll delicious fmell. This coaft abounds 
in all forts of provifions, whereof great quantities are carried to Batavia, efpecially 
from the north-eaft part, where there is mod plenty. There is no port of note from 
Batavia till you come to Charabon, which is fifty-fix leagues to the eaft of it: but you 
fee Samarang, Japara, and Roombong, places where the Dutch have lettlements: at 
the laft they get great quantities of oak for building, but I think it much inferior to 
our Englifh oak. Thefe parts alfo afford great plenty of rice, fait, fugar, white fugar- 
candy, tamarinds; and as for other provifions, there are oxen, goats, eggs, ducks, and 
almoft all forts of fowls, &c. Wherever you fee a grove of cocoa-nut trees (which 
abound here) as you fail along the fhore, there you are fure to find a fmall town of 
the Javans, who are very civil, and will fupply you with what you pleafe of the produce 
of their country, at a much cheaper rate, and with much more humanity than the Dutch. 

1 was informed that the Dutch government reaches no farther than a place called 
Sooroobaya, which is a fmall pleafant village of the Javans, where I touched and 
bought fome provifions ; but it is no good place to water at. I will not trouble you 
with the defcription of it (nothing here being remarkable) but proceed to a place 

called 
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called Arabaya, on the ifland of Madura, that lies on the north-eaft end of Java. It is 
a place very convenient both for victualling and watering, and the inhabitants are a 
very civil people. 

The town Itands on the north-well end of Madura, about eight leagues from the 
weftermoll land, about a quarter of a mile up a final! river, which lies to the weft ward 
of the firft large and molt north point of land; though in all the fea-charts that I ever 
faw it is laid down to the eaftward of the point: it is at the bottom of a deep bay, in 
which you may anchor, but more commodioufly oft' the point. You cannot mils your 
way into the river, becaufe there are ftakes (luck on both fides of the channel for a 
quarter of a mile out to fea. In the dry feafon it affords water fuflicient at half tide 
for a large long boat loaden to go over the bar, and in the rainy feafon at low water. 
When I was there, I faw two Chinefe, who called themfelves Shabanders, which fig- 
nifies governor of a port, and were very ferviceable in keeping the natives in fubjection, 
and managing the whole trade of the place. The town is large, and the pleafanteft I 
have feen belonging to the Javans. On the muddy banks of the river, at low water, 
are great numbers of alligators, and variety of fea-fowls j we {hot feveral of both kinds, 
they fuffering us to come very near them. 

The 14th of June 1714, we all anchored under the little ifland of Carimon-Java, 
Captain Boadum’s cargo being partly faltpetre, we agreed with him for fifteen tons 
a piece, the better to enable our ihip to make Jail when laden with pepper: but when 
we came to pay for it we foon found the reafon of the black defign hatched againft us in 
the road of Batavia; for having called for a certain fmall cheft of the Company’s treafure, 
containing about five hundred pounds fterling, to our great furprife it was not to be 
found; and notwithftanding all the Uriel fearch and enquiry we made among the lhip’s 
company, we could hear nothing of it. We fent for another cheft, which when brought 
we opened, and found upon examination half the money gone which it Ihould have 
contained according to the invoice; fo that what was milling of this, with the other 
entire cheft, amounted to near one thoufand pounds. This made the cafe plain, that 
whoever Hole the money, the fame were the perfons that attempted to blow up the 
Ihip, with all thofe that had not a hand in their villainy, that there might be nobody left 
to call them to an account; as it has often happened that thieving fervants, when they 
have robbed their mailer’s houfe of plate or money, fet it on fire in the night, and if 
they can, bum the whole family in order to cover the theft. This was a heavy mif- 
fortune, and particularly affe&ed me, being the firft time I ever had the honour to 
ferve the honourable Eall India Company. This villainy would not have Hopped here, 
but would have been of farther evil confequence, had it not been prevented, as ihall 
appear hereafter. 

However, we paid Captain Boadum ; and having weighed anchor the 17th in the 
evening, we parted with him, and made the bell of our way towards the port of Banjar 
Maffeen, where we arrived the 29th of June at twelve o’clock at night, and anchored 
in the road without the bar, called Tomberneo, in eight fathoms water. At five next 
morning we held a confultarion, and agreed to run over the bar a little way up the 
river, where we might have a better opportunity of proceeding on our defigns; which 
I accordingly did, keeping the little ifland o t Poolo-Cocket open oft the call point of 
the river half its breadth. I came to anchor at twelve at noon about a quarter of a 
mile within the river’s mouth, in four fathoms and a half water, over againft a river 
called Biajo fmall river. The Borneo had not fo good fortune as we in getting over the 
bar, for fhe ftuck fall aground until the next tide, when Ihe got oft and came to anchor 

' Uft b)r US - , a CHAP. 


ioS 


A VOYAGE TO BORNEO. 


CHAP. ll.—A Deferiptm of the Ijlandof Borneo ; of the Inhabitants , Manners , Cipms, 

Product of the Country , 

THE ifland of Borneo, fo called from a city of that name, lies on the north of Java, 
and on the eaft of Sumatra and of the peninfula of Malacca. It is fituate between 
feven decrees thirty minutes north latitude, and four degrees ten minutes louth, under 
the equinoctial, which divides it into two unequal parts, ieven degieea t hirty minutes 
lying northward of it, and four degrees ten minutes fouchward; fo that it is in length 
feven hundred miles, in breadth four hundred and eighty, and in circuit a out two 
thoufand. It is counted thebiggeft ifland, not only in the Indian Sea, ut in t e v\ to e 
world, except perhaps California in the South Sea. „ . 

The air, confidering the climate, all round the ifland along the fea coaft is pretty 
temperate, becaufe of the refrelhing fea-breezes that blow always about eleven in the 
morning on the fouth parts, otherwife the heat would be lnfupportable; but it is very 
unwholefome becaufe of the moiftnefs, in the fouth parts efpecially. For about the 
river of Baniar Maffeen, many fcore mites near the fea, the country looks like a iorelt, 
being full of prodigious tall trees, between which is nothing but vaft fwamps of mud. 
At high water you may fail in a great way among thefe trees in feveral places, but at 
low water it is all mud, upon which the fun, efpecially in the equinox, darting his 
fcorching beams perpendicularly, raifes noifome vapours, fogs, &c. which afterwards 
turn into moft violent fhowers, that fall more like cataraCb than rain, and are very 
cold, being followed generally by cooling winds} fo that the weather changing fud- 
denly from fcorching heat to chilling cold, caufes the air to be fickly and unhealthful. 
In the beginning of the rainy feafon there is no fleeping for the node which the frogs 
make, whereof there is a vaft multitude in thefe fwampy woods; and a great number 
being left, with their fpawn and other Dime and filth on the mud, when the dry fealon 
begins (which is commonly in April, and holds till September) they die, and the car- 
cafes lie rotting, and occafion a very noifome (link and corruption in the an. During 
all this dry l'eafon the wind is eafterly between the fouth coafts of Borneo and the 
Ifle of Java; and this is by much the more healthy part of the year; but from Sep¬ 
tember, or thereabouts, to about April, the wefterly winds reign, with violent ftorms,. 
prodigious rain, thunder and lightning almoft daily; for during this ieafon it is laie to 
have two hours of fair weather in twenty-four on the fouth coaft ot this ifland; and 
though the other feafon is fo fair, yet you are fureto have a fhower for about an hour 
every day at the coming in of the fea-breezes, which cools the air, and. makes it very 

The country abounds with pepper, the belt dragons'-blood,bezoar, moft excellent cam¬ 
phor, pine-apples, pumble-nofes, citrons, oranges, water-melons, mufk-melons, plantains, 
bananas, cocoa-nuts, and with all forts of fruit that is generally found in any part of the Eaft 
Indies. The mountains yield diamonds, gold, tin, and iron ; the forefts honey, cotton, 
deer, goats, buffaloes, and wild oxen, wild hogs, fmall horfes, bears, tigers, elephants, 
and a multitude of monkies. Here are fmall hog-deers (the feet of which are often 
ufed for tobacco ftoppers, when tipped) which they catchy in this mannei . when 
they find the track of thefe creatures, they dig fquare holes in the earth, about five 
feet over and four feet deep, which they cover over with a little ftraw, or fuch like, 
and fift feme duft thereon, fo that the hog-deer in paffmg over falls in. The monkeys, 
apeSj and baboons are of many different forts and Hi apes ; but the moft remarkable 
are thofe they call Oran-ootans, which in their language fignifies men of the woods: 
thefe grow up to be fix feet high ; they walk upright, have longer arms than men, 
& r tolerable 
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tolerable good faces (handfomer I am fure than fome Hottentots that I have Teen) 
large teeth, no tails, nor hair but on thofe parts where it grows on human bodies; they 
are very nimble-footed, and mighty ftrong; they throw great Hones, flicks, and billets, 
at thofe perfons that offend them. The natives do really believe that thefe were for¬ 
merly men, but metamorphofed into beafts for their blafphemy. They told me many 
ftrange ftories of them, too tedious to be inferted here. I bought one, out of curiofity, 
for fix Spanifh dollars; it lived with me feven months, but then died of a flux; he 
was too young to fhew me many pranks, therefore I fhall only tell you that he was a 
great thief, and loved ftrong liquors; for if our backs were turned, he would be at 
the punch bowl, and very often would open the brandy-cafe, take out a bottle, drink 
plentifully, and put it very carefully into its place again. He flept lying along in a 
human poftare, with one hand under his head. He could not fwim, but I know not 
whether be might not be capable of being taught. If at any time I was angry with 
him, he would ftgh, fob, and cry, till he found that I was reconciled to him; and 
though he was but about twelve months old when he died, yet he was ftronger than 

anv man in the fhip. _ 

As to the birds, I met with none fueh as we have in England, except the lparrow. 
Here are parrots and parroquets of various forts and fizes, from the bignefs of a bul- 
finch to that of a raven; particularly a fort, called by the Banjareens luree, that are 
brought hither by the Macaflars, which they fo much admire for their beauty, docility, 
and tweet fmell, that there are few houfes without one of them ; they give fometimes 
fix or feven pieces of eight for one ; I bought feveral, but the cold weather at fea 
killed them. Here are fitch vaft multitudes of bats, that at particular times (viz. juft 
before the fetting in of the wefterly monfoon) towards evening I have feen the Iky al- 
moft darkened by them, when at Tatas, flying from the weft towards the eaft for the 
fpace of two hours. 1 fliot one in the woods, whofe body in fhape, colour, and fmell. was 
like a fox, having head, ears, and teeth, &c, as big as a young one: the wings when 
fpread, meafured, from the tip of the one to the tip of the other, five feet four inches. 

The rivers and the fea coafts afford plenty of fiih, as mullets, breams, &c. a fort of fiflv 
called cockup, the beft tailed foreign fifh I ever met with; and many other forts which we 
have'not in Europe, particularly the cat-fifh, which is much efteemed by the natives, but 
feldom eaten by the Englifli. I think the flefh of the young ones is of a tolerable relifh, 
but very lufeious. There are fome of five or fix feet long, they have no feales, their heads 
are large, not unlike a cat’s head, having barbs very like a cat’s whifkers. The river 
Banjar difehargeth its waters into the fea, in the latitude of three degrees eighteen 
minutes fouth. It is remarkable, that at the latter end of the dry feafon, when the 
fprings are low the water is of a brackifh tafte up as high as China river; at which 
time the cat-filh follow the boats in great numbers, and getting under the bottom of 
them make a dreadful groaning; it furpril’ed me much at firft. In this river are 
caught prawns generally fix or eight inches long; alfo very large rock oyfters at a. little 
ifland called Pooloobatoo. 

The natives are of two forts, viz. thofe that inhabit in or near the ports- of trade 
fas particularly the Banjareens), and the inhabitants of the inland country; for the 
former are of a middle ftature, rather under than over, well fhaped and clean limbed, 
being generally better featured than the Guinea negroes: their hair is long and black, 
their complexion fomewhat darker than Mulattos, but not quite fo black as the aforefaid 
negroes; they are affronted if you call them black men. Both men and women value- 
themfelves in a particular manner if they are whiter than ordinary, i hey are very, weak. 
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ofbodv, which is occafioned chiefly by their lazy unacHvelife, and mean diet, not having 
the opportunity of walking, or of any land exercife, and working feldom, but are always 
in a fitting pofture, either in their boats or houfes; neither do they ftir without it be 
out of absolute neceflity. They ufed to laugh at us for walking about in their hodes, 
telling us that it looked as if we were mad, or knew not what we did; “ If, lay they, 

« you have any bufinefs at the other end of the room, why do you not nay there j 
if not. why do you go thither; why always ftalking backwards and forwards. It 
the Baniareens have but a quantity of rice 'and fait, they think themfelves very rich; 
for if they throw a calling net at their door, they need not fear the want of a dinner, 

fo great abundance of filh is in that river. _ 

The women are very little, but very well fliaped, having much handfomer features 
and better complexion than the men ; they walk very upright, and tread well, turning 
their toes out, which is contrary to the purchafe of moll Indians. I believe it is a 
cuflom forced upon them by their walking on the logs that float upon the river before 
their doors from houfe to houfe, as I Ihall explain more at large by and by. i hey 
are very conftant when married, but very loofe when Angle; neither is her former 
compliance counted a fault in a wife; and the mothers do often proftitute then- 
daughters at eight or nine years of age for a fmall lucre. They generally ™arry at 
that age, and fometimes under; but as they are foon ripe for matrimony, their fer¬ 
tility foon decays, for they are generally paft childbearing at twenty or twenty-five; it 
is rare that a woman holds till thirty. They live to a tolerable good age, and ule 
daily bathing in the rivers, and are expert fwimmers. Every day whiift we remained 
at Tatas we faw the river full of men, women, and children, even fome in arms, 
which they carry in for health’s fake, to which this way of bathing mull needs 
be very beneficial and refrefliing in fo hot a climate. ■ 

In burying their dead they take care to lay their heads towards the north, and put 
into the grave with them a great deal of camphor, and feveral things neceffary for the 
fupport of life ; for what end the camphor is depofited there I know not; but the 
latter is according to an old Pagan cuftom, that has been handed down to them, as 
believing that thofe provifions were ufeful to them in their journey to the other world : 
but now being Mahometans they fay they do it only as a mark of refpect. . "1 hey can y 
them in boats as near as they can to the burying-place, attended by their friends in 
great order and ceremony, being dreffed all in white, with lighted toiches in then- 

hands, though it be in the day time. . 

The inland inhabitants are much taller and ftronger bodied men than the Banjareens, 
fierce, warlike and barbarous. They are called Byajos, an idle fort of people, hating 
induftry or trade, and living generally upon rapine and the fpoii of their neighbours ; 
their religion is Paganifm, and their language different from that fpoken by the Ban¬ 
jareens. They go naked and only have a fmall piece of cloth that covers their private 
parts; they ftain their bodies with blue, and have a very odd cuftom of making holes 
in the* foft part of their ears when young, into which they thruft large plugs, and by 
continual pulling down thefe plugs the holes grow in time fo large, that when they 
come to man’s eftate, their ears hang down to their very fhoulders. The biggeft end 
of the plug is as broad as a crown piece, and is tipt with a thin plate of wrought gold. 
The men of quality do generally pull out their fore teeth and put gold ones in their 
room They fometimes wear, by way of ornament, rows of tigers’ teeth ftrung and 
hung round their necks and bodies. Thofe of them that were fubjeft to the Sultan 
of Caitangee (whom I fliail have occafion to mention often hereafter) are now in re- 
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bellion againft him ; he that headed them made pretences to the crown, and was fet 
up by thefe mountaineers againft the prefent Sultan, to whofe government they are 
veiy averfe, who was chofen by the general confent of the people, at lead of the civi¬ 
lized trading part of them. But this pretender, before I came away, was difpatched 
by poifon. However, fome of thefe people, viz. thofe that live near the ports of 
trade, are in fubjeflion to their different Kings or Sultans j the others live in clans by 
themfelves, without Kings, or any form of government. I have feen fome of the 
former come down the river to the port of Banjar Mafleen in very ill-fliaped prows ; 
and bring down gold duft, diamonds, bezoar-ftones, rattans, and fundry other mer- 
chandifes. The Banjareens will not fuffer the Europeans to have any acquaintance or 
trade with them, but do purchafe the goods from them, which they fell to us at a 
treater price. And I do verily believe, that the many frightful dories they tell of 
fhofe people’s barbarity and cruelty, are only invented on purpofe to deter us from 
having any acquaintance or commerce with them, which would be a great difad vantage 
to the latter; though fome of thefe reports may be true; as to their women l never 
faw any of them, and fo can give no account of them. The ifland is divided into dif¬ 
ferent kingdoms, having their particular Kings or Sultans, whom they call Rajas. 

There are in this ifland four chief ports of trade, viz. the city of Borneo, fituate on 
the north, in the latitude of four degrees thirty minutes north ; Padeer on the ead 
fide, in the latitude of one degree fifteen minutes fouth; Succadana on the wed, 
in the latitude of fifteen minutes fouth ; and the port of Banjar Mafleen on the 
fouth, in the latitude of three degrees eighteen minutes fouth. Here was formerly 
a town called Banjar, about twelve Englifh miles from the fea, built partly upon floats 
of timber, partly upon dilts; it was near it the Englifh faftory was eftablifhed, but 
there is not fo much as the remains of a town to be feen now, the inhabitants having 
removed to other places, but mod to Tartas or Tatas, a city about fix miles further up 
the river. As to the three former I can give no particular account of them from my 
own obfervation, but by what I learnt from the Banjareens. As to the lad 1 fliall be 
very particular, all that I fhall mention touching it being of my own knowledge, and 
have taken more pains than ordinary that I might be more capable of informing the 
Honourable Ead India Company of the methods that may be ufed in order to fettle a 
trade there: and I dare fay, no perfon ever had a greater opportunity of knowing thofe 
matters than myfelf. I fhall only fay that there are feveral Kings or Rajas in the in¬ 
land country; as alfo the cities of Borneo, Succadana and Pafleei have each of them 
one; that formerly all the other Rajas (as well as he to whom Banjar Mafleen be- 
longs) were fubjeft to the Raja of Borneo, who was a fupreme King over the whole 
ifland j but now his authority is mightily decreafed, and there are other Kings equal,, 
if not more powerful than himfelf, particularly the Sultan of Caitangee. His name is 
Pannomboang, and ftyles himfelf Sultan of Caitangee, which is the city where he ic- 
fides, fituate within one hundred miles of the port of Banjar Maffeen* His brother 
is another King, and ffyles himfelf Sultan of Negarree, a city about three hundred 
miles up the main river, where he refides, But the former Is the great#, by reafon 
of the trade and the cuftoms he receives from this port, which may be computed to 
amount to fix or eight thoufand pieces of eight per annum. But 1 think i have laid 
enough of thefe general matters, and it is time to give an account of our particulai 

proceedings after our arrival in the river, , 

After we had call anchor as aforefaid, we efpied a fmall praw or boat under the 
fliorej we font in a very civil manner to the perfons that were in it, and mticatcc 
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them to come on board. We lay then with our Englifh colours flying, at which they 
were, much furprized, knowing how feverely they had ufed our countrymen, when 
lafl among them. However, partly through fear, and partly through our kind invita¬ 
tion, they came on board. They were very poor-looked creatures, that had been at 
Toinberneo, and were returning to Tatas. We exprefled all the civility imaginable 
towards them, gave them fome (mail prefents, and defired that they would acquaint 
their King or grandees in the country, that there were two Englifh Ihips come to 
buy pepper of them; that we were not come to quarrel, but to trade peaceably, and 
would pay them very honeftly, and comply with all reafonable demands according to 
what fhould be hereafter agreed on. They inquired whether we were Company Ihips, 
to which we did not readily anfwer them ; but before we did, they proceeded and faid, 
that if we were, they, as friends, would advife us to depart the port forthwith, becaufe 
their Sultan and their oran-cays, or great men, would by no means have any dealings 
with us. We defigned to have fent our boat that night to their town called latas, 
which is about thirty miles above the place where we lay, that fhe might arrive there 
by day-light the next morning ; but thofe per fans diffuaded us from it, affuring us 
that we fhould foon have news from their Sultan; and that fome of their men would 
not fail to be down with us the next day. Then they took their leave of us, returning 
us many thanks for our prefents. 

The next day came on board of us a boat, with one Cay Rouden Tacka, and Cay 
Chetra Uday, being meffengers from the King. We received them as civilly as pof- 
lible. The firfl thing they inquired^ was whether we were Company Ihips, or feparate 
traders; that if the former, we need not wait for an anfwer, and that it would be our 
befl way to be gone; defiring earneftly that what anfwer we fhould return them might 
be fincere; for that whatever we faid to them fhould be told the Sultan. Finding no 
other method to introduce ourlelves, we were forced to allure them that we were pri¬ 
vate traders, and came thither on our own account to buy pepper. This we did, be¬ 
lieving we might in time have a better opportunity of making our honourable mailers 
known, and of excufing the heavy crimes laid on their former fervants, whofe ill 
conducl had been the caufe of the factory's being deflroyed. They afked us why we 
came thither rather than to any other place, fince our countrymen had fo grofsly abufed 
them ? We anfwered, that we were flrangers to that affair; and that at firfl we defigned 
to go to Pallambam; but being informed that pepper was much cheaper here, we 
were willing firfl to try this market. They alfo inquired what number of men and 
guns we had, and cafl their eyes flily about to endeavour to guefs of what flrength we 
were; for they are exceeding jealous of all Europeans. 

Towards night they departed, and we gave them fome guns. They left two per- 
fons on board, with whom they defired that our linguifl would come up to the town 
the next day, to give anfwer to fuch other queflions as might ba afked. We gave in- 
ftruftions to our linguifl to tell them, that we were two fmall feparate flock-fhips ; 
that we were informed at Batavia, that pepper was very cheap at this port, fo chofe 
rather to come hither than to Pallambam : we ordered him to learn on what conditions 
they would offer to trade with us, and who were the properefl perfons to apply to; 
to prefs a fpeedy meeting: and if they afked what we had to purchafe pepper with, 
to tell them Mexico pieces of eight, (for the pillar-dollars they will not take); to 
give them kind invitations to come on board ; to write down all queflions and anfwers: 
and if any thing of confequence fhould be further alked, to give no affurances or 
anfwers of themfelves, but to plead ignorance, and to refer all to the merchants, (for 
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fo thev were to'call us, and not fupercargoes, which would have created a jealoufy 
that we belonged to the Company;) to take care to keep the fatlors fober, and in good 
order: with fome other inftruciions lefs material. , , 

Having given them thefe general directions, we fent them away the ad of July at 
two o’clock in the morning. One of the linguifts was an Enghfoman, the other a 
Javan, whom we hired at Batavia ; but we put moft confidence m the firft. 'I hey re¬ 
turned that verv night, and told us, we foould have an anfwer in feven days from the 
Sultan of Caytangee, and in eleven from the Sultan of Negarree. r lhey alfo brought 
us a caution from the Banjareens to beware of fome large pirate praws manned with 
about a hundred of the Byajo men, that lay Ikulkmg thereabouts. But_ before this 
advice came, we were like to have felt fome of the cruel effects of their barbarity 
through oOr own inadvertency : for that day about noon we faw three large praws 
under the foore, which had Ihot up the river a little above our flnps: whereupon, 
imagining they were Banjareens, and hoping to get fome better information in relation 
to trade, I went into the long-boat in company with Mr. Bartholomew Swartz, chie 
fupercargo of the Borneo, Mr. John Beacher, chief fupercargo ot my Ihtp, and Mi. 
John Gerard, our afoftant and purler, with five men and a boy. We earned only two 
mulkets, and a fmall fowling-piece, with two cartouch-boxes ; but had we thought ot 
meeting with fuch barbarians as we did, we foould have been much better provided. 
We hoifted our fail, and flood towards them j but they rowed with all their might 
from us ■ and finding we were like to come up with them, they ran their three veffels 
; a cre ek among the trees, which were exceeding thick, hanging over the water, and 
pave fo great a llielter that there was no wind for us to fail up the creek after them , 
however, we made in, thinking they were bound no further. But being come clofe 
to the mouth of the creek, we faw their praws a little way up, and no men in them . 
for they being about a hundred in number, were got alhore among the trees, deiign- 
• ms to draw us in, and deftroy us all; which they might eafily have done, had they 
alf eaualled the courage and refohition of their leader: for the creek was not above 
ten yards over, and they exceeded us in number above ten to one, being armed with 
iavelins fampits, and poifoned arrows. We called aloud, and aQted them what they 
had to fell, with fome other queftions, but received no anfwer till we were got up into 
the creek; when on a fudden we heard a horrible fliout, after the manner ot thefe 
barbarians; and at the fame time their captain advanced boldly towards the boat, 
threw a iavelin at us, and immediately after foot an arrow. It was fortunate for us 
that his men were not fo forward, and feemed difmayed, keeping back among t e 
trees, but let fly a foower of their poifoned arrows among us, which however md us 
no damage. We immediately put ourfelves in a pofture of defence, and prefented 
our fmall arms, but were at firfl unwilling to fire, leaft fuch a proceeding fliould nut- 
trate our defign of trading in the port. But feeing no other remedy, and perceiving 
bv their drefs and language that they were not Banjareens, we difeharged our pieces 
at them, which put them to flight, fccuringin amongthe trees; though evenm their retreat 
thev ceafed not to let fly their arrows atus, after themaner of the antientParthians. YVhilft 
Mr. Gerard was loading our guns again, we Med our pocket-piftols, firing wherever 
we faw a bufli wag. In the meantime the failors were in great coni u lion, but not 
idle, haling the boat by the means of the boughs and flirubs, until they got her out; 
before which we had difeharged our pieces a fecond time. But we law no more o 
thefe villains, they being frightened at the noife, and danger of our hre-aims. We 
were not a little pleafed at our narrow efcape. What lofs the enemy had we know 
not; but our good fortune brought us off without fo much as one ^ouiid.^^v^e 
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brought away fome darts that ftuck in the fide and fail of our boat. Thefe people 
go naked, having only a chawat, or fmall piece of cloth, about the breadth of a 
hand, to cover their privy parts. Their bodies were all over ftained with blue j and 
they feerned to be ftrong, tall men, like the mountaineers ipoken of before. 

We remained on board without any further anfwer until the 6th of July, when Cay 
Rouden Taka, and Cay Chetra Uda came on board. They brought us prefests of 
fruit, fowls, eggs, &c. which we had rather been without, knowing that our return 
for thofe trifles mult be expenfive, though we were too often troubled with fuch mer¬ 
cenary civilities. 

They told us, that the Sultan’s pleafure was, that we fliould come up to r latas to 
hold a bechara, or confultation, with Pangarang Purba Negarree, or Prince of 
Negarree, (who is a Prince of the royal blood) promifing that they would flay as a 
pledge till our return. Whereupon the other fupercargoes went away on the 7th of 
July, about eleven in the morning. Captain Lewis and myfelf remaining on board to 
entertain thofe grandees. When they arrived at Tatas, they were introduced to the 
Prince; who, upon enquiry, underftandmg thatthey were not the captains, he ordered them 
to bring us along with them to the next confultation. He examined them ftricfly whe¬ 
ther we were feparate traders; which being affirmed, he faid, that we were welcome j 
and afking what quantity of pepper would load us, he was anfwered four or five thou- 
fand peculls. We had prefented him with an extraordinary good filver watch, and in 
return he promifed mighty fervices j but at the fame time told them, that the Sultan 
being now at war with the rebels, who inhabit the pepper country, that commodity 
was grown very dear; therefore he could not come to an exact price, nor fign a con- 
trad', becaufe the Sultan’s great feal was not there, with which all fuch cojntrads are 
figned. It is remarkable, that no bufinefs can be done in thofe parts, nor fcarce admit¬ 
tance gained to any of their great men, till he underftands by his fervants that the perfon 
is not come empty handed. 

The next evening the fupercargoes came back, and on the 11 th the aforementioned 
Cays returned on board, and defired us to go with them to the Prince. T hey flayed 
with us that night, and we made them very merry ; for though it be againft their re¬ 
ligion to drink ftrong liquors, yet we foon perceived that they were no enemies to 
arrack or wine. The next day 1 let out about two in the morning with the other 
fupercargoes ; fome in mine, and the reft in the Borneo’s pinnace ; having ordered 
my two trumpeters to attend us, that we might appear with more advantage.. 

We went up the river for about , twenty-two miles, where we turned off into a nar¬ 
row branch of it. This river is extremely pleafant, being about twice as broad as the 
Thames at Gravefcnd, having a vaft number of prodigious tall trees on each fide that 
are always green. I remarked here four very agreeable iflands at fome miles diftance 
one from another, each being fituate about the middle of the river. r lhe firft is called 
Pooloococket, being covered with trees, fome of which are of a vaft height. You may 
fee it before you enter the river, and it ferves as a land-mark to fail over the bar. 
There is a large fand fpits out all around it, but {hoots itfelf out fartheft at the north 
and fouth end, which mult be carefully avoided $ for if a fliip ground, the ebbs are fo 
very ftrong, becaufe of the land-waters, that it might wring her to pieces; befides, 
great drifts of trees come down the river continually, which in fuch a cafe would be of 
ill confequence. Befides, it is fome what dangerous, becaufe of the often fhifting of the 
fand: the beft advice I can give is to anchor any where about a mile or two within the 
river’s mouth, where the ground is clear, and water enough from fide to fide: then 
fend your boat to found off the aforefaid ifland, and buoy it; which after you have 
J paffed* 


A VOYAGE TO BORNEO. 


115 

paired, keep the ftarboard fliore on board within your {hip’s length ; or, if you plcale, 
nearer, at any time of tide, but bell on the flood ; for the ebbs run fo flrong in fome 
feafcns, that for want of wind, which the trees keep off, you will find it very difficult 
to.geta-head when you come to open the firfl river on your ftarboard fide, which is 
pretty broad, and is called China river as you go up. You muft fheer off towards the 
middle, to avoid a fpit that {hoots out from the larboard entrance of that river’s 
mouth; but you have gradual foundings. 

The tide flows here but once in twenty-four hours, and that always in the day-time; 
in the fpring-tides the water rifes about twelve feet; but in the night there is only a 
kind of flagnation of the water when the tide comes in, and never rifes above half a 
foot, unlefs it be in very dry weather: the reafon is, that befides the ftrong current of 
the inland waters, the land-winds, which blow always in the night with more vigour 
than at other times, make fo great a refiftance that the flood cannot rife to any con- 
fiderable height. 

This river China runs up as far as the town of Tatas, and is navigable not only thi¬ 
ther, but a confiderable way farther for the biggefl: {hip in the world. All the China 
junks go up the faid river, and from hence 1 fuppofe it has its name. All other Ihips 
that will go up fo far mull take the fame courfe; but our fhips lay higher up the 
main river, over againfl: the faflory, which was at the entrance of another river, 
fmaller than the former, and which you meet next on the ftarboard fide alfo as you go 
up: it is called Tatas Small River$ between which place, if you keep neareft the 
ftarboard fide, there is no danger. We paffed China river about nine or ten in the 
morning, and about eleven got to the fmall river laft mentioned, which is much the 
neareft way-for final 1 veffels or boats. It was no little diverfion to us in our paffage, to 
fee the prodigious multitude of monkeys and baboons of all forts that fwarmed on the 
trees on each fide of us; feveral with their young ones hanging about their necks. 
We fliot many of them ; but at the report of a gun they make a terrible buttle with 
with their jumping and fcouring from tree to tree: they would {hake off their young 
ones, and make the woods ring and echo with their loud fquealing ; the found of our 
trumpets had the fame effefl: on them. The natives never hurt them, which makes 
them fo void of fear, that they will let you come very near them. We faw many 
alligators funning themfelves on the mud, feveral of which we fliot at, but to no 
purpofe. 

We had eight miles to go up this river, which is very crooked, where the fcorching 
heat of the fun would have been as troublefome to us as thefe fights were diverting ; 
but it being narrow, and the trees wonderful high on each fide, we were pretty well 
{haded from the heat. We could not fee the town till we were juft entering into it, 
becaufe of the tallnefs of the trees that Hand clofe together. It confifts of about three 
hundred houfes, moft of them built on floats in the river, which is here about a hun¬ 
dred yards over; but the houfes of the poorer fort are built on ftilts in the mud on 
each fide. The owners are forced at high water to make ufe of boats to get into the 
houfes; and at low water they have large logs that lie from houfe to houfe, on which 
they walk. The houfes on the floats are built on vaft logs or trees laid and trunneled 
together, or bound ftrongly with cables made of rattans, and faftened by the like 
cables to the trees on Ihore, and to one another. Each houfe confifts only of one 
floor, divided into fun dry apartments, according to the family ; the fides being only 
Iplit bamboo plated crofs-wife ; and they are thatched on the top with cajans, much 
after the manner of the Javans, and other Malayans. Though thefe houfes are tolerably 
high for the fake of air, yet the eaves hang over the fides within five feet of the logs 
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or ftage they are built upon, to keep out the fun. Here runs a very ftrong ebb, 
which fometimes breaks their moorings, or what fallens them to the Ihore ; andyou 
may fee three or four houfes adrift at a time. X have been informed, that fome houfes 
having broke loofein the night, whilft the people were afleep, drove out into the main 
river, 1 and thence to fea; which is very probable, becaufe the flood fometimes runs 
very weak, when, on the contrary, the ebb is exceeding rapid and ftrong. 

When I firft got into the town, I was furprifed to fee thefe floating houfes, and 
the people in great numbers paddling up and down from houfe to houfe in fmall but 
neat built canoes or praws. I'he curiofity of feeing us had brought a great many to 
town from all parts of the country, which caufed it to be more crowded with people 
and boats, than it had been in many years before. On our firft entrance I ordered the 
trumpets to found ; the fine echo from the woods and waters added to the harmony 
of our mufic. Moll of the natives were aftonilhed at the fudden noife, and foine 
fled one way and fome another in their little boats, with all the confufion of a frightened 
multitude. The number of ugly black ferry men was fo great, the fiink of the oil 
or ointment wherewith they'befmear their bodies daily fo noifome, and the fultry 
heat fo excefiive, that I had almoft perfuaded myfelf I was palling the river Styx, or 
Phlegeton in Hell. We were conducted to Cay Arrea’s houfe, who is the principal 
trader in town, but not a very ftrift obferver of juftice, and was afterwards intro¬ 
duced into the Prince’s prefence, who fat crofs-Iegged at the upper end of the room, 
with Cay Arrea on his left, and Cay Demon on his right. There was alfo the chief 
of the Chinefe, who lives there, and is a very confiderablo trader, befides feveral 
other great men. We were ordered to fit down crofs-Iegged, juft oppofite to the 
Prince; which we no fooner did but the houfe was immediately filled with other 
Indians of the meaner fort, who fat down behind us ; fo that we were almoft ftifled 
with heat, and the ftench proceeding from their abundant perfpiration. Our crew- 
waited with the pinnaces at the door. 

The Prince, with a very referved countenance, after a profound filence, fpolce firft 
to us, and let us know that they had great reafon to be jealous of all Europeans; and 
that the Sultan did infill that we fliould bring up our Ihips into the narrow river, or 
even into the town, as a fecurity for the fafety of his fubjefts; and that it would 
forward our loading, and be other ways advantageous. We excufed it in the hand- 
fomelt manner we could, telling him that our men being ufed to a colder climate, 
could not live in that warm fituation without the fea-breezes. This indeed was one 
reafon; but the chief was, that if we Ihould comply, we mull be fubjefl to their 
power to ufe us as they pleafed, Ihould they at any time difeover that we were Com¬ 
pany Ihips, by way of reprifal, and in revenge for the injuries they complained to have 
been done by our former factory ; and knowing that they were as willing to take our 
money as we their pepper, we absolutely refufed to yield to that propofal; and told 
him, that we would return to our Ihips, and Hay three days for an anfwer, but no 
longer. We difeourfed on divers fubjeCts for about three hours : and when we were 
about to depart, the Prince defired our longer ftay, becaufe the Sultan had given Uriel 
orders to Cay Arrea to entertain us whenever we came very handfomely at his charge. 
And immediately feveral large gold and filver bowls neatly wrought were brought in 
full of rice, boiled fowls, hard eggs, &c. We eat plentifully, and drank our own 
wine and punch ; their bell liquor being the river water that runs before their doors. 
After we had done, what was left was given to our boat’s crew in brafs bowls. The 
Prince, while we were at dinner, withdrew, and dined by himfelf; after which he 
came in again. He was dreffed after their manner, in fcarlet and blue, having on a 
t fmall 
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fmall clofe-bodied waiflcoat, Without a fhirt, and over that a chawat, wrapped round 
once or twice, that hung down to his knees ; he wore drawers, but his hands, legs 
and feet were bare. On his left fide, in a neat belt lluck a creice or dagger, richly 
fet with diamonds; before him was a table about two feet long, and one and a half 
broad, of folid gold, much like a hand tea table ; on which always Hood his furniture 
for his betle nuts, feree leaves, and lime, which he chews continually; as it is the 
cullom for men, women and children to do in that country, and to fmoke tobacco. 
The box that held the nuts was not unlike a rummer, with a cover to it; that for the 
leaves like a Handing fnuffer-cafe ; and that for the lime was a fmall, round, flat box, 
all of the fineft gold, very neatly wrought in filigreen, and fet with large Hones, fome 
diamonds, and others that I knew not. 

Having refolved not to bring our fliips up, nor to flay longer than the time we men¬ 
tioned, we took our leave about four in the afternoon, and the fame night we arrived 
on board, being extremely fatigued. On the 13th we failed up the river about twenty 
miles, and anchored over againft the mouth of China river. 

On the 16th came on board the fame meffengers from the Prince, and fignified, 
that he defired to fpeak with us again. We feigned an indifferency, and told them, 
that we were then ready to depart, fince we could not agree. We foon perceived 
that this news did not pleafe them. However, we told them, we would go up once 
more ; and accordingly next day early in the morning we fet out, and arrived there 
about two in the afternoon. We were again introduced to the Prince; and after 
feveral hours difcourfe, we over-ruled the propofal of bringing our fliips up to town ; 
and only complied with his requefl of taking a houfe in town, where the fupercargos 
ihould refide, receive and pay for all goods on the delivery of them. But as their 
demands and expectations of prefents were very exorbitant before they would fign the 
contract, or agree with us, they demanded and infilled on twenty firelocks, and two 
barrels of powder, telling us what a mighty fervice it would be to their Sultan towards 
reducing the rebels, and obliging them to bring down great ftore of pepper, which 
they had hoarded up, and would foon enable them to load our fliips, and that they 
would pay us any reafonable price for them. When we had agreed to this point, and 
thought that all matters had been agreed on, there arote another difficulty, viz. to pay 
a fcoco, or quarter part of a dollar cullom for every pecull of pepper (which is one 
hundred and thirty-two pounds ) that we Ihould buy. After many debates we were 
forced to comply with this alfo. Then we figned a contract to them in Englifh, and 
they to us in the Malayo language and character, with the Sultan of Caytongee’s great 
feal to it. I defired our linguill to tranflate it verbatim ; and it is as followeth, without 
any amendment of their method or manner of expreffion. 

“ A contrad made between the Kings of Caytongee and Negarree, and the Prince 
Purba of Negarree, with the fons of Englilhmen, come hither this year to fill both 
their fliips, and go away ; not to make any foldiers, or build houfes or forts. The 
price of the pepper to be four dollars and half per pecull, and a great deal of it, 
amounting to four or five thoufand peculls, and to flay here three months for it; and 
farther to pay one fooco cullom per pecull to the King. The pepper to be weighed 
at the town of Tatas, and to pay for it when weighed.” 

We fignified to them our great defire of paying our refpeds to the Sultan of Cay- 
tongee, the capital city, about forty miles further up the narrow river. 1 his was 

readily granted: they at the fame time told us, that our countrymen did not me to 

trull themfelves fo far up into the country; and that they were not a little plcafed to 
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fee that we put fo much confidence in them ; afiuring us that we fhould oe very civilly 
received there ; and protedled, if need were, from the inftilts of the common people# 

Having thus, as we thought, overcome all the difficulties, and fully efiablifhed 
our trade, we took a formal leave after dinner, and returned on board, where we 
arrived about eleven at night, the paflage being very pleafant. We always earned a 
chefl of fmall arms, with powder, granadoes and march in our boats ; not fo much 
for fear of the Banjareens, as of the Byajos, who trade there. On the 2 i ll of July 
we took a houfe, and agreed to pay forty-five dollars for the ufe thereof whillt we 
fhould flay there, having divided it into proper apartments. 1 refided there with 
the other fupercargoes 

The 22d we fet out in our two pinnaces about eleven at night on our journey to 
Caytongee \ and having rowed all night, we arrived there about nine in the morning* 
We had a guide boat to fliow us the way, and a guard boat, with fome great men of 
tile country, to accompany us* They chufe the night to travel in for its coolnefs * 
but they had much the advantage of us, for both the rowers and paffengers are fheltercd 
over head with a covering made of cajan leaves, from the prodigious dews that fall in 
the night \ whereas the cold dew fell in fitch abundance on our poor Tailors, ^who 
were exceeding’ hot with rowing, that their fhirts were as wet as if dipped in the river £ 
which proved of fatal confequencc to one of them, who died foon after* We palled 
that night very unpleafantly, having little room, no fleep, and our cloaths very wet; neither 
had we the fatisfaclion of making any remarks on the country or river, it being daik* 
We only heard the noife of flrange beads in the woods on each fide* But the molt 
intolerable plague was a vafl number of mufehetos, or flies, which dung and fo 
disfigured us, that in the morning the eyes of fome were fwelled up, others mouths 
drawn awry ; and, in fhort, our faces fo full of tumours, that when day-light came, 
we fcarce knew one another, but only by the voice or habit, 1 hough the fun nfes 
always at or about fix, yet we could not fee the tops of the trees till aim oil nine, 
becaufe of the great fogs; for the greatefl part of the country, from the river s mouth 
for near a hundred miles one way, and above two hundred the other, is nothing but 
an entire marfh or fwamp, and that full of an infinite number of trees of an incredible 
fize. This fpaee at low water is but mud ; and at high water it is all overflown, as 
l have already mentioned* This vad body of water draining itfelf down the channels 
caufe the rivers to be fo deep, and the currents, or ebbs, fo very rapid. I was 
refoived to return by day-light, that I might have the advantage of feeing the country. 
The houfes are built upon floats, except the King's, Princes, and fome few grandees. 
It is almofl four miles long, and our men were more tired in rowing to the upper end 
of it than in all the reft of our journey : for the current is fo very flrong there, and 
we obliged to keep the middle by reafon of the houfes on each fide, that 
fometimes in half an hour we did not go the length of a furlong. After above two 
hours hard labour we puffed the Sultan's palace, to whom I ordered my trumpets to 
found a levit; from hence we had orders to pafs on to the houfe of Cay Demon our 
guide, where we were very civilly treated. It was no fmall refreffiment to us to have 
room to flretch out our legs that had been almoft forty-eight hours cramped up in 

the boat* „ . . t , , 

This city has much the advantage over Tatas, becaufe it is much more agreeably 
fituated ; and at this time of year, (which is called the fair feafon, becaufe the 
eafterly monfoon or wind blows) there are good dry banks on each fide of the river, 
firm land, and pleafant fields full of deer, goats, and other animals ; when, on the 
contrary, in the rainy feafon, or wefterly winds, all is overflown, and the wild beaits_ 
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and cattle forced into the mountains; a§ I ftiall have occafion to mention more par¬ 
ticularly hereafter. , . , , 

About two in the afternoon the Sultan fent for us ; the meffengers enquired whaE 
prefents we had brought, of which we informed them. There is no approaching 
empty handed ; and therefore care ought to be taken to begin fo as the flock may 
hold out. Our ignorance of this cuftom was of ill confequence to us. They brought 
handlome baikets, with covers of wrought filk, into which we put the prefents. 
We went in our boats along with the meifengers, who carried the prefents. We 
put ourfelves in as good habits, and as much order as we could, knowing what eflfedt 
a good outward appearance has on thofe people. We marched up, with our trumpets 
founding before us, to his council-houfe, which is built on Hilts or pods, about feven 
or eight feet from the ground, to fecure it againlt the overflowing feafon: but then 
the land was firm and dry, covered with very high grafs, which was ordered to be 
mowed down for the greater conveniency of our walking thither. This houfe is open 
on all fides, and covered on the top, being about fifty yards in length, and thirty in 
breadth. At the weft end was placed feveral of their .muficians, who played on all 
forts of that country mufick. In the middle flood the Sultan’s throne, being a rich 
gilt wooden chair, and over it a large filk canopy wrought with gold and filver. This- 
houfe {lands without the bounds of the Sultan’s palace. The reafon why it is fo open, 
is, becaufe all affairs of a public nature, wherein the people in general are concerned, 
are tranfa&ed there; and perfons of all conditions and capacities are allowed the 
liberty of coming upon the ftage, keeping their refpeflive diftance. Six or eight guns- 
of about one thoufand weight a piece were placed round the houfe, but without any 
fhelter or battlements, or fcarce carriages. By the time we got to it there were above 
five hundred people in it,, who were ordered to ftand clear to make room for our 
entrance: the Prince of Negarree met ns, and complimented us very civilly to fit 
down crofs-legged on a carpet that was laid over againft the throne, within ten or 
twelve feet of it. Many thoufands of people were round about us both on the 
ftage, and in the fields about the houfe, to fee and hear what was concluded. We 
did not fit long before we perceived the Sultan coming out of his palace, who is a man 
of a very good prefence, and honeft mien, but as fwarthy as the reft, drefl'cd in a- 
clofe-bodied waiftcoat, having breeches not unlike rope-dancers, and fear let ftockings, 
with flippers, a loofe China atlice gown, wrought with gold and filver, with a rich dag¬ 
ger fet with diamonds in his girdle. Before him were carried in men’s arms two young 
beautiful children, dreffed very prettily, the one in fcarlet, the other in yellow rich 
filks, with turbans. They were guarded by twelve men, armed with blunderbuiTes 
and mufkets, and as many more, with their own country weapons, viz. fampits^ or 
hollow trunks, with bayonets fixed to the end of them, and fiiort daggers or creices 
ftuck in their girdles ; the latter are worn by men and boys, rich and poor: with the 
fampits they fhoot poifoned arrows, and they are very dangerous weapons. Upon the 
King’s mounting the ftage, or council-houfe, all his fubjefts lifted up their hands in a 
praying pofture, and bowed down their faces to the ground, as they fate crofs-legged. 
We immediately flood up and bowed according to the European cuftom, which is looked 
upon there as a great affront; for none muff: ftand in his prefence, or near him: but 
when they approach him to deliver any thing, they go creeping almolt double; and. 
when they withdraw, they creep back in the fame manner. We foon perceived our 
miftake, excufed ourfelves, and he as readily forgave us, being naturally a man of admi¬ 
rable temper, good, juft and merciful. 
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According to cuftom he fat filent a few minutes, looking us full in the face j 
then thanked us for our prefent without feeing it, though I believe he was privately 
informed what it confuted of. He bid us welcome, and laid he hoped we met with 
nothing but civility from his fubjefts. We thanked His Majefty, and allured him we 
had no reafon to complain ; and that on our own parts we would ftudy how to keep up a 
good correfpondence with them. He alfo enquired whether we were Company fhips, - 
or feparate traders; and being anfwered the latter, he began to lay heavy complaints 
on our countrymen, telling us how that at their firft arrival they came like us, and 
contracted with them in the fame manner, obliging themfelves to build no forts, nor 
make foldiers ; but that under pretext of building a warehoufe, they mounted guns, 
and inful ted him and his fubjeCts in a inoft bafe manner j that he bore it patiently for 
a great while, till feveral of his fubjects were beaten, wounded, and fome killed by 
them, as they paffed by In their boats on their lawful occafions ; that they forced 
from them fuch duties and cuftoms as belonged only to him, and afted very contrary 
to reafon, or honefty, in all their proceedings. All this, fays he, I bore with great 
patience. Then he told us with very great concern how they fired feveral of their 
great {hot at the Queen-Mother, which frightened her fo, that ever fince {he continued 
almoft diffracted ; and that they would have taken her prifoner, for what reafon he 
could not imagine : This, fays he, I had not patience to bear. He likewife told us 
of one Captain Cockbum, and fome others, (whofe names I have forgot) who were 
taken prifoners, and there put to death, and the manner of their fuffering. But, 
continues he, this is not at prefent our affair. After an hour's difcourfe, having 
told us he would fend for us again fliortly, he difmiffed us, and we went fo the houfe 
of Cay Arrea, (who has one here as well as at Tatas) where we bought a parcel of 
pepper, and hired boats to carry it down. 

We continued there weighing of pepper during the four days following, when in 
the afternoon the Sultan fent for us again. He then received us not in the council- 
houfe, but in his own palace, in a large room, where there was a multitude of people. 
He fat in his chair of ftate, the reft of his fubjeCts fitting crofs-legged on mats, and we 
on a large carpet. He bid us welcome in a very friendly manner, and faid he had 
provided us a dinner, which was accordingly brought in, and ferved up in bowls, fome 
of gold, fome of filver, and others of brafs, laid on the carpet, without cloth or 
napkins. We had above fifty feveral difhes of broiled and boiled fowl, curree, or 
ftrong broth, rice dyed with turmerick, hard eggs, buffalo flefli and venifon; which 
laft was very good, and dreffed in a very relilhing manner. He had no better liquor 
to give us than water; however that defeat we fupplied with our own punch and 
wine. The King, who is a great bigot to his religion, would tafte of none ; neither 
did any of his fubje&s dare to do it in his prefence, though they often ufed to drink 
plentifully with us, when in private. During dinner-time we had the King's mufic, 
and foraetimes our trumpets, which he was mightily pleafed with. Dinner being over, 
the betle-tables were brought, and we fell to difcourfe of many affairs, till at laft he 
brought about the ftory of his fubjefts in rebellion. He preffed us to lpare him more 
arms and ammunition, to which we pleaded inability; alledging, that we had a long 
voyage of many months failing to our own country ; that feveral pirates were abroad j 
and that if we fliould fpare him any more arms or powder, we {hould not be in a con¬ 
dition to defend ourfelves. Then he defired us to lend him thirty of our men to 
affift him againft the rebels: but we excufed ourfelves, telling him, that it was not in 
our power to oblige them to go: at which he feemed furprized, alking us, if we were 
not their commanders. 


Then 
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Then he told us, that he would favour us with a fight of fome of his diverfions, 
which indeed we found to be very comical At a diftance from us, behind a fort of 
a fcene, fate an old woman with a white wand in her hand. The King caufed the 
mufic to play, and taking himfelf a large ill ftiaped, ill-tuned fiddle, nodded to the 
old woman, who on a hidden ftruck a blow with her wand on the floor: upon which 
fignal immediately entered four very beautiful girls of about feventeen years of age, 
three much of a height, but one taller than the reft j ail drefled in rich filks after a 
pretty antic manner, with coronets of pure gold on their heads, their hair hanging 
down in a carelefs, though pretty order ; their necks, breafts^ arms, legs, and feet 
were bare, but painted with a light yellow, which they count beautiful* I hey alfo 
wore weighty gold rings, as big as a man’s thumb, about their wrifts, and round the 
{mail of their legs. The tailed: was the rieheft dreffed, and feenied to reprefent a 
queen. They entered the room following clofe behind one another; and as foon as 
they came on the carpet before the King, they fell on their faces to the ground ; then 
rofe on their knees, and lifting up their hands, bowed low three times ; this being 
the refpect due to him. After which they fell into an odd fafiiioxied fort of dance, 
which confifted chiefly in fcrewing their bodies into feveral antic and lalcivious poftures, 
fcarce ftirring their feet from the ground. The old woman (who I fuppofed to be 
their teacher) would often firike the floor with her wand, whereupon they would all 
immediately fquat down almoft on their breech, and rife in fo flow and whimfical a 
manner, as cannot be well defcrlbed. This lafted above half an hour to our great 
fatisfailion. Then they made their obedience as before, and withdrew. 

Jfe a/ked us how we lilted it. We anfwered very well, and fignified that we fliould 
be very glad to fee fometliing more of this nature, which he readily condefcended to: 
but we were told by his prieft, who fat by him, that we mu ft wait half an hour ; for 
that now was an unlucky, or improper time, and therefore God would be difpleafed 
at it: that the Sultan was a good man, loved God, his women, and all honed men j 
fo they all muttered fometliing to themfelvesj I fuppofe fome prayers, or rather fome 
fuperftitious incantations. After which we had a fecond part of the aforementioned 
diverfion, and then took our leaves. He advifed us very civilly not to ramble far by 
ourfelves, neither in the evening, or late at night: for, fays he, there may as yet be 
fome perfons willing to revenge the injuries they fuftained by your countrymen in the 
lofs of a father or brother, &c. We returned him our moft humble thanks for his 
kind and generous admonition, and departed to our lodgings at Cay Demon's houfe, 
who is a man of as much integrity as any in that country ; but is very old, and could 
not be fo ferviceable to us as he wifhed. 

We employed our time in buying up pepper, as aforefaid, till the 25 th of July, 
then we took our leave of the King ^ and upon his earned and reiterated requeft, did 
at laft promife to fpare him our two gunners to go about three hundred miles up the 
country, to fhew them how to ufe their cannon againft the rebels. We fet out for 
Tatas again, having been fix days abfeat from our ftiips and houfe. 

Our paflage down in the day was as pleafant, as our fatigue was great in coming 
up in the night * for we had a very ftrong current, by means of which we made forty 
miles in lefs than five hours. The water in fome places, and at certain times, is as 
rapid as under London Bridge at half flood : the river is about thirty yards broad at 
the wideft, and is mighty pleafant, becaufe of the thick woods, and lofty trees on 
each fide always green \ full of ftrange birds and monkeys, a great many of which 
we fhot. There is a fmall town that lay on our ftarboard fide, or right hand, in om 
return, about three miles from Gaytongee j and another fometliing larger on om ar* 
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board fide, about eighteen miles from the faid city. Thefe we did not fee as we went 
up, becaufe it was dark. The latter has an ill-lbaped wooden cadle, with about eleven 
guns pointing down the river; but fo ill mounted, and the cadle, or rather filed, fo 
ill contrived that it is of no defence : 1 believe an open boat, with twenty armed men, 
might drive the inhabitants out of both town and caftle. We pafied through another 
large town that almoft joins to the upper part of Tatas, and is called Quaen; and about 
nine at night we arrived at Cay Arrea’s houfe in Tatas. He obliged us to flay with 
him that night, though we had rather he would have excufed us, being very much 
fatigued: but he being the chief trader in the country, we durd not difoblige him. 
He told us, that his daughter was to be married on the morrow, and that we mull day 
and fee the wedding; which was indeed exceeding pleafant, far furpaffing any cere¬ 
mony of that nature I ever faw : I believe he made it the much more magnificent 
upon the account of us drangers being there. I Iball endeavour to give the bell account 
of it I can. 

The partitions of one of the largeft houfes in the town were pulled down, fo that 
it was one entire room, to which another great apartment was added, to make fuffi- 
pient room for the guefts, being fotne hundreds in number of the bell people in the 
town : the cieling was hung with white linen reaching on each fide to the floor, which 
was covered with curious cane mats. Round the room they hung the finelt of their 
apparel; and I believe what they had not of their own they borrowed of their neighbours. 
At the upper end of the room was built a handfome throne, or foufraw, having a canopy, 
or teader over it, not unlike our fine beds. There were many cufhions and pillows 
piled up, but no perfons thereon. All the night before the wedding day their mufic kept 
jangling (for fo I may properly fay), confiding of feveral brafs-pans, called gongs, from 
the tenor to the bafe, which they beat mod unmercifully upon, whilft another tofles up 
and catches again a jingling chain; others beat on fmall crooked irons, and forne keep 
clinking of brafs-plates together: which jargon I can compare to nothing more like 
than the rough mufic that the butchers make with their marrow-bones and cleavers, 
the noife of a copper-fmith’s fhop, or even the thumping and jingling of chains by the 
mad-folks in Bedlam. We laid down (where we were appointed) not far from the 
mufic, in order to take a little red; but you may guefs how little we dept, our heads 
being dinned with the noife of fuch a horrid concert. In the morning there was a 
great number of fmall flags and dreamers hung round the door. Ail their large vef- 
fels difplayed their colours, firing very often with their guns: and I, to honour this 
wedding, ordered our men to draw up and continue firing all the day in vollies, with 
which the father was very well pleafed, and returned me many thanks. There were 
alfo many of the Banjareens placed round about the houfe, who ceafed not firing and 
Jhouting all day long. 

About three in the afternoon was ready a great fead, according to cudom, and vad 
numbers of people were placed together, according to their fundry dations or quality. 
After they had eat plentifully, each man, rich and poor, had a fmall bafket given him 
to put up and carry away the fragments in. I and my companions dined by ourfelves, 
and what we eat not was given to the failors. Beetle, ceeree, and opium went about plen¬ 
tifully, and had the fame effect among them as drong liquors among us. Immediately 
after dinner we faw driving down with the current, from the upper end of the town, 
the feeraing hulk of a large (hip, of about two hundred tuns, very neatly built with canes 
on a ftage, and covered with cloth painted, fo as to reprefent the fides of a real Ihip : in 
the middle of the quarter-deck was feated on a throne the bridegroom, with a coronet of 
gold on his head, and a green bough in his hand; his body dyed yellow, having a linen 
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cloth about his waift, his breafts gilt, and his eye-brows fhaved clofe. Before him on the 
deck flood a figure reprefenting anoftrich ,ora pelican, I have forgot which, of a large fize, 
and gilt with gold; on the back of which was a charger filled with rice dyed with turmeric* 
This fliip was full of people, and on the prow or forepart flood a tnan in a very antic 
drefs, with a broad fword in his right hand, and a fhield on his left arm, in a chal¬ 
lenging or defying pollute; while round the veffel were numbers of boats, and fmall 
veffels called guntins, that fired continually on pretence of attacking the large fliip 
wherein the bridegroom was. At length foe was drove down to the houfe clofe to a 
ftage that floated before the door, and a ladder was put down, by which at firft came 
out of this flip twelve young women, with gold, fijver, and brafs bowls, Containing pre¬ 
fers for the bride, who fat on a throne in the houfe, at the upper end of the room : lhe 
likewife fent prefents to the bridegroom, who flopped at the door, and was met by the 
prieft ; who, after faying a few words, flattered fome dyed rice over him as a token or an 
omen of plenty, which caufed a great fliout among the people, and an extraordinary 
firing of guns. Then he was conduded to the bride, and fat down on her right hand. 
After a little while all the people withdrew, and only they two were Ieft°together. 
This was his fecond wife, the firft living with him alfo, for polygamy is no fin among 
them ; and a man has the liberty of marrying as many wives as he can purchafe and 
maintain. They all buy their wives, and on the leaft diiguft or offence they turn them 
home to their parents again. A man indeed in any confiderable ftation tnuft, for his 
grandeur, keep up the number of his wives : fo rhat if one is turned away, or dies, he 
mu ft purchafe another; and generally a young one, when perchance he is old enough 
to be her grandfather. 

On the-6th of Auguft we received a compliment of welcome from the Sultan of Ne- 
garree, with a finall prefent of the fruit of that country; for which we were obliged to 
make a return, they always expecting fomething of greater confequence in lieu of 
what they give, which is no more than a genteel way of begging. We were now 
fettled in our floating houfe, where we had a vaft number of vifitants, which at firft 
was troublefonie to us, as well as a hindrance of our bufinefs. But we were forced to 
bear it patiently, becaufe it is a cuftoin among the Banjareens to keep their houfes free 
and open to one another. We were chiefly plagued with this inconveniency when we 
were at dinner ; for then our firft room was crowded with a great number of them, 
who in a rude manner would have always fomething to fay to us. We had no other 
place to eat in, and to meet and agree with them, or to weigh our pepper. But we 
were not long troubled at this rate, before we had a hog’s head roafled, without any 
delign to affront them; which, when brought upon the table frightened them all 
away, and we were left to ourielves ; it being again!! the principles of their religion to 
eat, touch, or even be where any fwine’s flelh is. 

The Banjareens are the greateft lovers of opium imaginable; it works the fame effed 
on them as wine and other ftrong liquors do on us. When it is taken moderately it 
exhilarates and revives the fpirits, and diffipates all drowfinefs or fleep ; but when taken 
to excefs it caufes heavinefs, fleep, ftupidity, and illnefs. Their method of taking it is 
by boiling a quantity of opium in water to a thick confiftency; then fteeping their 
tobacco in it, they roll it into finall pellets as big as grains of peafe ; and having thus 
prepared it, when they defign to be merry, a large dilh is brought with a lighted lamp 
in it round which the company fits crofs-legged in a circle ; the mafter of the feafl 
begins, and taking a large pipe, puts into it one of thefe pellets and finokes it, blowing 
the 1 moke out both at his mouth and noftrils, which feldom holds longer than three 
or four whiffs at molt; then he gives the pipe (for they ufe but one, let them be never 
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fo many in company) to the next perfon on his right hand, who does the fame ; and 
fo they continue fmoking feveral rounds till they are very much intoxicated. I hey 
are fenfible that it foortens life, yet the pleafure is fo great they cannot abftain from it. 
Befides, their women, who are very wanton and falacious in that hot climate, exhort them 
to it, with views to their own fat is faction and pleafure, it being a great incentive to 
venery. I was once prevailed upon to fmoke one of thefe lumps, and indeed 1 found 
it had the lame effeft as if I had drank a bottle of the ftrongeft wine, only with this 
difference, that I found a more than ordinary livelinefs, delight, and fucb a merry dif- 
pofition, that I think human nature cannot long bear the practice of it. However they 
do not take opium to that excefs as the Javans do : for the latter will fometiines take 
fuch a quantity as makes them didrafted, running in a defperate manner through the 
itreets, with their creice or dagger drawn, and killing all they meet, i his they call 
runing ammook. When a perfon is fallen into fuch a fit of madnels, it is lawful for 
any man to difpatch him by what means he can, but they are generally foot, or run 
through with fpears by the foldiers. I was told a remarkable Itory of this kind by a 
perfon that was eye-witnefs to the faff : a certain Javan who ran ammook in Batavia, 
and had killed feveral men, women., and children (the place being very populous), 
but was at Iaft met by a fo Idler, who ran him through the body with a pike ; notwith- 
ftanding which the wretch prefled and thruft hitnfelf forwards on the pike (which was 
half through him) towards his adverfary, till he got near enough to flab him with his 
dagger, fo they both died on the fpot. They reckon that opium makes them valiant, 
as well as lafcivious. 

1 have given fotne hints already in general of the commodities of this country. Thofe 
of this port are more particularly pepper, of which they can generally fupply you 
with two or three thoufand tuns every year; alfo long pepper, dragons-blood, the befl 
in the world, bezoar of inoft forts, and particularly the fine monkey bezoar, gold, 
-‘jambe canes, rattans, the belt camphire unrefined, and fundry drugs brought thither 
by the Chinefe. Here are alfo rough diamonds, from three carats downwards : I faw 
none to be fold of greater weight. I foall hereafter give the belt inftruftions I can. 
towards managing a trade with them ; and alfo the price current of fome goods I 
bought there. I mult own they were dear bought; but we being the firfl foips of 
our country that went thither fmce the deftru&ion of the factory, were obliged in. 
fome meafure to comply with many inconveniences: but if foips were fent thither con- 
f tantly in the fame manner as we were, there would be greater variety of goods to be 
fold, which with good management might be procured much cheaper. 

They have no particular handicrafts among them, except carpenters and goldfmiths; 
but every one in general has a genius to carving, and with their finall ill-formed knives 
they carve the heads of their creices in a very pretty manner. Thefe heads are gene¬ 
rally of ivory, but fometiines of wood. 

They have a fort of boats which they call flying praws, from their fwiftnefs in failing. 
They are made of the trunk of a tree hollowed, and foarpened at both ends, not much 
unlike the Item of our wherries. They have no keel nor rudder, but are fleered in a 
different manner from ours, over the quarter, with very long but finall paddles, 
whereof one, that is thirty feet long is not above twelve or fourteen inches over. Their 
feats are acrofs, raifed above the gunnel or fide of the boat, where they fit with their 
legs in the bottom; and to prevent their overfetting, they fix two long poles or out- 
layers, one acrofs the fore-part, and another acrofs the after-part of the boat, each 
end being run into a large bamboo. Being thus fixed, and fitted with a large mat fail, 
they will run fometiines at the rate of twenty-four miles an hour j and when it blows 
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hard, the people run out and in on the outlayers, according as the gale is frefher or 

^The Chinefe that live among them are the only perfons that have fliops tolerably 
well furnilhed : they fet them off with coarfe chintz, calicoes, bailees, tea, drug.. 

China-ware, and many other things. , r r „ ,_„ 

Their current money is dollars, half and quarfer-dollars; and for fmall change they 
have a fort of leaden calh, being fmall rings ftrung on a kind of di y leal. 

The nenner is not cured till about the middle ol September; however we con¬ 
tinued buying feveral quantities that were of the laft year’s prod lift ; but when it was 
cured, they brought Tome every day to the door of our houfe in their praws, bu n 
very fmall parcels; fometimes under a pecul, and fometimes four or five, which 
weighed by a large dot chin or Hilliard that belonged to the town, the tmh of which 
we had tried by our own weights. We paid them for it on the delivery, aad to 
went to their houfes in our long-boat, and weighed oil thirty or forty peculs at a 
time, for which we paid them prefently, and brought it to our houfe. We were now 
put to great {freights for room to ftow it in, till we had an opportunity to fen 
board, which we were prevented by rain, wind, and many other accidents, for two or 
three days. We had loaded our houfe fo deep that we feared its finking , fove 
thought proper to buy a veil'd, that might ferve us in lieu of a ftorehoufe. \\ ^«ord- 
ingly bought one of Cay Arrea for fifty pieces of eight, which held about two hundred 
peculs. This alfo ferved to carry it down to our (hip. We continued buying and 
weighing of pepper till the 19th of Auguft, and feveral of the great men of the 
country g came P to P fee us, fometimes on board, but oftener at our houfe to whom our 
intereft obliged us to fhew great civility. We were daily entreated to lend moi ey 
feveral of thefe Oran-Cays, with mighty promifes of being faithfully repaid in P e PP er ^ 
moil of which propofals we put ofl : , but were obliged to comply with fome, and always 
took care to have fuch fecurity as not to make bad debts. 

On the 20th we had another invitation to go to Caytongee, from the Sultan of Ne- 
garree, who came thither above two hundred miles to fee us. According.}' " J- n > 
together with Mr. Swartz and Mr. Becher, leaving a proper per foil behind to buy 
what pepper fiiould offer in our abfence. We arrived there the 21 ft, and had admit¬ 
tance to him, having made him a prefent. He thanked us for the fmall arras we had 
fpared his brother the Sultan of Caytongee, but heartily preffed for more, but 
excufed ourfelves. Our reception was much the fame as we had horn the Sultan 
Caytongee, therefore I will not trouble the reader with the particulars. I fhall only 
add, that he is a man of a middle ftature, well proportioned, and of a good countenance- 
The next day we made a vifit to the Prince of Negarree, at his houfe at Martapoora, 
or Matapoora, a town fo called, about ten miles wide of the city of Caytongee on the 
banks of a fmall river, that falls into the former, and is fo narrow that m fome places 
we had not room enough for our oars. This part of the country is never overflown, 
and is exceeding pleafant. The Prince’s palace is as good as that of the Sultan at Cay¬ 
tongee ; there area few guns placed round it, and he has a fmall armoury, con ntmg 0 
firelocks, match-locks, blunderbuffes, piftols, brafs rantackers or fwivel guns. Thoie 
people look upon him as the greateft of generals, and he is as renowned among them 
for his courage, conduft, and fuccefs as the great Duke of Marlborough is all ovei 
our part of the world* Both the Sultans of Caytongee and a egariec (u aic 
thers) have their chief dependence on his conduct and management o t mu* wars, 
imagining him to be invincible. He entertained us very civilly, an tieatec us „ 

excellent dinner of veiufon, &c. He was pleafed to give us an account 0 o ^ 
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the rebels, and of the caufe, which I hinted at before, of their rifing; how that he had 
headed the Sultan’s forces twice againft them, and having routed them each time, had 
brought down feveral of their chief prifoners to His Majefty, who thinking to win their 
affeftions by clemency, pardoned them, and having loaded them with feveral prefents 
and marks of his tender indulgence, he fent them back, exhorting them to continue 
ftedfaft in their duty and loyalty towards him for the future. However, that this had 
no eft’e£t upon their ftubborn ungrateful minds, but that they rebelled a fecond time. 
That he was now defired again by the Sultan to march againft: them ; “ but (adds he) 
if I do, I lhall take care not to bring them hither to be punifhed.” 

The day proved very rainy, which prevented tile delign he had of giving us the 
diverfion of flag-hunting, for which pui'pofe he had ordered horfes to be got ready for 
us. He told us their method of hunting, viz. feveral men well mounted, with fpears 
about fix feet long in their hands, take out one or two of their mongrel dogs, who 
foon rouze the game, which is in a very little time run down (the deer in that country 
being very fat, and consequently eafy to be overtaken) by the dogs and horfes, and 
then they ftick them with their fpears. We diverted ourfelves in the afternoon with 
fhooting at a mark with his cannon, over which he had caufed a filed to be built while 
we were at dinner, to fhelter us from the rain, which was very violent. I have great 
reafon to believe that they get a great part of their gold at the head of this river, which 
cannot be much farther up the country, by reafon of the prodigious high hills that are 
not far from hence. One Cay Deponatee informed me, that this river fprings from 
the top of one of the higheft of thefe mountains, from which it falls in a moil wonder¬ 
ful catararf. Having taken our leave of the Prince, we returned that night to Cayton- 
gee, and lay at Cay Demon’s houfe, which we preferred to Cay Arrea’s, by reafon we 
had there much better lodgings and entertainment. The next day we returned to our 
factory. At this time the rainy feafon was begun, but the land was not yet overflown 
about the city of Caytongee. 

Whilft we continued here buying our cargo, the gunner of the Borneo, and mine, 
went up with the Indians on the 3d of September, according to the promife we made 
to the Sultan, to aflifl againft the rebels. Thefe wars retarded very much our loading, 
and the rains being now come, we were very much afraid that the enemy could not 
be fubdued this year; if fo, it was impoflible for us to load both our fhips : but on the 
14th we were fomewhat encouraged by the coming of the Prince of Negaree with fix 
praws of war, and a great number of men, it being in his way ; for he mull have come 
down this fmaller ftream to go up the main river againft the rebels. He caufed his 
fhips to anchor before our houfe, and did us the honour to come to fee us. He made 
us the compliment of telling us, that it was chiefly for our fakes that he was prevailed 
upon to go againft them any more, and that if he had fuccefs he would immediately 
difpatcb our loading. However the rains continued fo violently, that we were very 
dubious of the polfibility of his attacking them, or of the pepper’s being cured that 
feafon. This made us confider, whether it was proper to keep both our fhips there in 
expectation, or to difpatch one to Bencouli in the ifland of Sumatra, before the wefterly 
monlbons were fet in ; for if not, the mull have lain fix months longer on demurrage 
in this port: and fhould we not find pepper enough for us both, it would have been 
a great and needlefs trouble to us, and expence to our matters. After having con- 
fidered thereon, we refolved to fend away our confort the Borneo. Our gunners were 
now returned from Negarree, and gave us an account that the rebels had been forced 
to retire, by reafon of the rains that had already overflown a great part of the country 
about that place j that they had attacked the caftle, but were repulfed. 
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We fent meffengers on the 29th of September, to acquaint the Sultan of Caytongee, 
that the expiration of our time was near at hand (there being but fifteen days to come), 
and that we had not yet the fourth part of our loading j and moreover that the Chi- 
nefe and feveral of his fubjefts had hoarded up their pepper, in hopes to fell it for a 
greater price to the Chineie junks, when they fhould come, which was not according 
to our contract: that in cafe we were not foon fupplied, we fhould have the wefterly 
monfoons to encounter with : that likewife his fubjeds refufed to take two-thirds of our 
money, though it be fuch as all other nations accept of: and in fine, we defired that 
he would be pleafed to think of fome expedient to load us both, otherwife we fhould 
be obliged to fend one away to fome other port- On the 3d of Oftober the mefien- 
gers returned, and told us, that His Majefty exprefled great concern for our difappoint- 
ment, and was againfl our fending away one of our fhips, afluring us that he would 
oblige his fubje£ts to bring in all their pepper at the contrafted price, and hoped to 
find an expedient for our light money. Accordingly he fent fome perfons the next 
day down to fearch both Tatas and Quaen, with orders to feize all fuch pepper as the 
people fhould refufe to fell us at the price fir ft agreed on. However we found no 
probability of loading both; therefore we difpatched away the Borneo with the over* 
plus of our money (being eleven thoufand pieces of eight), aifo two hundred and 
twenty-four bags of faltpetre, referving to ourfelves as much as would be fuffieient, as 
near as we could guefs, to purcliafe the remainder of my loading. 

On the 21ft of Oftober I, with two other fupercargoes, went in my long-boat over 
the bar with the faid fiiip, and took our leave of the captain about nine at night, in 
order to return to mine. We row r ed aiid failed molt part of the night for the river's 
mouth 1 but it being very dark we loft our way, and had like to have gone up the 
river Byajo, amongft the wild Indians ; but perceiving our miftake we came to anchor, 
and waited till day, keeping a ftrict watch for fear of being furprlfed by any of the 
Byajo men. The evening following we arrived on board, much tired, and from thence 
we proceeded towards Tatas, where we arrived the 23d, towards night. 

We were not long there ere we were fenfible how exaftly the King's orders were 
put in execution for feizing the pepper, and forcing the owners to bring and fell it to 
us* There was alfo a larger quantity brought into town than we could have imagined, 
by reafon of many dry days that happened, which is very uncommon in this feafon, fo 
that now we began to repent that we had fent away the other fiiip ; therefore, hearing 
that flie was ft ill not far off on the coaft, we difpatched our long-boat with orders for 
her return, but could not find her. This pepper foon filled my ihip, and the overplus 
o t the money I employed in buying gold. The price and manner of purchafmg it I 
ihall hereafter mention. 

My fiiip being loaded, I failed out of the port of Banjar Mafleen on the ill of No¬ 
vember 1714, and anchored on the other fide of the bar, in four fathoms and half 
water, about four leagues from the fliore, having good anchor ground there. We had 
now our water to fill and provifions to bring on board, becaufe I was willing to go 
over the bar as light as I could to prevent our grounding, which we performed very 
happily, though it was in the night, and we drew thirteen feet eight inches water : and 
whatever may, or has been faid of that bar, if care be taken to find out the deepeft 
water of it, any fhip, though Hie draws fifteen feet water, may go over with great 
fafety. 

The next day about three in the afternoon (having taken care to fee the fiiip well 
moored) I fet out in my pinnace towards the factory, the wind blowing very hard : at 
night we reached the river's mouth, and fo rowed all night, till about four in the 
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morning we got to Tatas. During our ftay here, from the beginning, we had great 
plenty of fifli, fowl, fruit, potatoes, yams, cucumbers, deer, goats’ llelli, &c. brought 
to our door every morning early in fmall boats by women, of whom we bought what 
we wanted, and that at a very reafonable rate, lliis was, they owned, the g reate ft 
* opportunity they ever knew of getting fo much money in fo ftiort a time; for when 
the Englilh faftory was there before, there was always fuch enmity and inveterate 
hatred between them, that the natives declared they never carried to them the tenth 
part of what they did us, being willing to have as little to do with them as poflible. 
They owned to us that they poifoned one Captain Barry, who was chief of the fettle- 
ment, and that they did it fo cunningly that the reft of the Englilh had no fufpicion of 
them. It is moft certain that they had a great hatred againft all that belonged to that 
factory, and even the whole Englilh nation for their fake, which made us meet with 
more difficulties than ordinary. It was an imprudent thing of thofe gentlemen to have 
given them occafion of having fo barbarous a notion of the principles and behaviour of 
all their countrymen. It is true, we took all the pains imaginable by an honeft, civil, 
complaifant way of behaviour and dealing, to remove this great prejudice out of their 
minds; though I mull own we found it a pretty hard talk, they being fo prepoffeffed 
with an opinion of our bafenels and barbarity. I believe, indeed, that the great confi¬ 
dence we put in them, by converfing civilly and familiarly with them, eating, drinking, 
and fmoking frequently with them, and trufting ourfelves lb far up in the country 
among them, did not contribute a little to make them have a greater value for us than 
for other ftrangers. They are certainly the moft peaceable people in the world to one 
another, quarrelling feldom or never among themfelves, and avoiding above all things 
any occafion of giving an affront, becaufe when once it is given, it is never to be for¬ 
got ; for they exceed even the Italians in revenge, lhey were ftrangely furprifed to 
fee two of our Tailors fight with one another at handy-cuffs ; and when the battle was 
over, and perhaps both very bloody, to fee them fit down in a friendly manner over a 
bowl of punch, lhaking each other by the hand, as merry and as intimate as if they had 
never quarrelled. To fatisfy them on that point, we told them, that if our quarrels 
were never fo great we never bore each other malice. I cannot omit mentioning an 
inftance of their timidity and fear of feeing their own or any other perfon’s blood : 
one day I being indifpofed, ordered the chirurgeon to bleed me. Cay Deponattee and 
feveral others of the natives being in the room, and being ftrangers to fuch an opera¬ 
tion, were in a great amaze to know what we were about to do | till at laft the vein 
being opened, they faw the blood gufli out, whereupon they ran immediately out of 
the room in a great fright, crying out, “ Oran gela attest that is, the man’s heart or 
mind is foolilh; telling us, that we let out our very fouls and lives willingly, which 
they faitl was very ill done; to which I anfwered, that their diet being mean, and 
their drink only water, they had no occafion for bleeding; but that we who drank fo 
much wine and punch, and fed upon fo much flefh, which rendered the blood hot and 
rich, had an abfolute neceffity of doing it, otherwife we fhould be fick. ** Aye, (fays 
CayDeonattee,) I think that fhews you to be ftill greater fools, in putting yourfelvesto 
fuch great charges on purpofe to receive pain for it.” 

To convince him that bleeding on fome occafions was abfolutely neceffary, I put 
bim in mind of the wonderful effett he had formerly feen it produce ; for he, with 
others, being entertained by us on board, to honour them we fired feveral great guns. 
There was on quarter-deck a young monkey lately caught, which was fo frightened at 
the nolfe, and overcome by the fmell of the powder, that he fell down dead to all 
appearance. Mr. Henly, chirurgeon of the Borneo, being prefent, offered me to bring 
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'him to life again. I told him he would do very well to fhew fuch an experiment before 
thefe ignorant perfons j whereupon he bled him in the fore leg, which immediately 
revived the monkey, and made him fkip about as brifkly as ever. This feemed no 
final! miracle to them, and gave them a great opinion of our ability : “ for (faid they) 
if you can bring a dead bead to life, no doubt but you can bring a dead man alfo.” 

They efteem him the beft qualified and moll ingenious man, that can mod over¬ 
reach and cheat his neighbour by falfe Weights, meafures, &c. neither do they reckon 
it a fault, but glory in it as a mader-piece of wit. They often ufed to call us fools, 
when we have prevented their cheating themfelves by a miltake in weighing goods, &c. 
Sometimes they would bring to our factory poor ignorant fellows out of the country 
(having a parcel of pepper to fell) who could neither read, write, or underdand the 
weights: and the perfon in whom they confided in town to fee judice done to them 
in difpofing thereof to the bed advantage, ufed to whifper one of us, that in weighing 
the pepper we fhould fay eighty pounds when there was one hundred or thereabouts, 
and fo fet it down •, that, fays he, we may divide the overplus between us ; which we 
always refufed to do, and reje&ed his propofal with indignation telling the dimple 
owners, that whenever they came by themfelves, though they underdood not the 
weights, yet they fhould not fail to have judice done them, and that we fcorned to take 
any more than our due. We took all occafions to make them have the bed opinion 
of us that podibly could be, to the end that if ever we were fent thither again, we 
might not only be the more able to ferve the Honourable Company, but alfo that we 
may thereby give them a good opinion of all Chridians in general, that may have occa¬ 
sion hereafter to go thither. By our equitable way of dealing we infinuated ourfelves 
very much into the Sultan’s favour, who, as I mentioned before, is really a Prince of 
very honed moral principles; and alfo into the good edeem of the generality of his 
trading fubje&s, who had a great value for us upon the account of our plain honed 
dealings. 

Having now in a manner finifhed my affairs in this country, I fhall give a fhort 
* account of my lad journey to Caytongee to take my leave of the Sultan. I fet out 
from Tatas on the 8th of "November, in company with Mr. Swartz and Mr. Becher 
before mentioned, in a praw rowed up by the Indians $ for we were now fo intimate 
with them, that we could as well trud ourfelves with them alone as with our own men. 
We arrived there on the 10th, and took up our quarters at our old friend Cay De¬ 
mon’s houfe, where we were made heartily welcome. We fat very merry till about 
eight at night, when, preparing to go to bed, we heard all on a fudden a mod terrible 
outcry, mixed with fquealing, hallowing, whooping, firing of guns, ringing and clatter¬ 
ing of gongs, or brafs pans, that we were greatly dartled, imagining nothing lefs but that 
the city was furprifed by the rebels. I ran immediately to the door, where I found my 
old fat landlord roaring and whooping like a man raving mad. This increafed my 
adonifhment, and the noife was fo great that I could neither be heard, nor get an an- 
fwer to know what the matter was. At laft I cried as loud as poffibly I could to the 
old man to know the reafon of this fad confufion and outcry, who in a great fright 
pointed up to the heavens, and faid, “ Leat joo Shatan dsa Macon Boolon which fig- 
nifies, “ Look there, fee the devil is eating up the moon,” I was very glad to hear 
that there was no other caufe of their fright but their own ignorance. It was only a 
great ecliple of the moon. I fmiled, and told him that there was no danger j that in a 
little while the moon would be as well as ever. Whereupon catching faff hold of my 
ileeve, as I was returning to bed, he alked me if I wasfure of it, for they take us white 
men to be very wife in thofe matters. I affured him I was, and that we always knew 
voi„ xi. s many 
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many years before when fuch a thing would happen; that it proceeded from a natoraj 
caufe according to the courfe and motion of the fun and moon, and that the devd had 
no hand in it. After the eclipfe was over, the old man being not a little rejoiced, took 
me in, and after much difcourie upon the nature of inch a thing, 1 promifed Co give 
him an account to an hour when fuch another fhould happen ; which 1 did accord¬ 
ingly fame few days after. He feemed to be doubtful of the truth, but told me, that 
if what I faid fliouid happen true, though not to an hour, but within twenty-four 
hours of the time I had calculated it to, he would then believe his pnefts no longer 

t0 Hading that we"were like to flay here foine days before we could have admittance 
to the Sultan, we propofed in the interim to go to fee the Prince at Martapoora : as we 
went, we met him hunting by the river-fide. He told us, that he ihould come to 
C.aytongee before our departure thence, wherefore we returned back, lhat night we 
had news from the faftory, that our gunting was loft in Tonibomeo-road, juft a-ftern 
of our fliip, the men having narrowly elcaped with their lives $ alfo that our home 
having broken its moorings, drove feveral miles down the river, and might hpre gone 
to fea had it not been for the kind affiftance of our neighbours, who came with their 
boats and ropes, and towed it up the next flood. The next day we had admittance to 
the Sultan, who received us now in a private manner, without any ftrange company or 
retinue as formerly. He expreffed foine concern for our departure, and, becaufe the 
other fhip was gone away without her loading from his port, he gave us moft prefling 
invitations to return again ; afliiring us that there Ihould be pepper enough prepared to 
load two or three flops without lols of time, though they fliouid be much bigger than 
ours. We thanked His Majefty, and at firft pretended an indifferency, telling him, that 
the price was very great, that" we came a vaft long way, and feared that we fliouid get 
nothin** by it. He anfwered us, that ere we came again it would be much cheaper. 
He further defired me to bring him fundry things, which he made me write down, 
and faid that he would pay exaftly for them, and that the price Ihould be allowed us 
out of the cuftoms. He caufed three gold plates to be made of the form and fize 
here marked, of which he gave one to me, another to Mr. Swartz, and the third to 
Mr. Becher ; and told us, that was a token of his friendfln'p, and a chop or grant of 
trade, having the ftamp of his great feal on it; that on the producing it at our return, 
he would not only protect us, but grant us the liberty of trade in any part of his domi 
nions; then he wiflied us, in a hearty manner, a good voyage, and a fpeedy return, 
have here inferted the words that are on the gold chop, as alfo the Englifh of them, 
near as I can, viz. 

De ca Taw on Zcib, daen c a Boolon Dulcaidat*. 

Eang Sultan Derre Negree; Caytongee, <ka 

Caffe ence Chop pada anacooda Beeckman* 

That is, 

In the year Zeib, and the moon Dulcaidat, 

The Sultau of Caytcmgce gave this chop to Captain Beeckman, 


X 

as 


The prince alfo defired us to bring him feverai things, and obliged me to write them 
down. After this, we took our leave, and proceeded on our return to 1 atas. The 
country was then all overflowed, and afforded a difrnal profpeft: the fields where the 
cattle ufed to graze, when we were there laft, were now covered with water, and the 
people obliged to go from houfe to houfe in boats. Thofe mighty inland floods drove 
us down with great expedition by reafon of the rapidity of the currents. We fpent 
the remaining part of our time in buying gold, and in clearing all matters, that we 
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might part as fairly and friendly as poffible: in the mean time, 1 thought proper to go 
down on board to fee how forward our affairs were there, and whether there was any 
room for more pepper. Accordingly, on the 12th of November, about ten in the 
morning, I fet out in the long boat, with fix men only and the mate, fhe being deep 
laden with provifions, arrack, and canes: about five at night we got to the river’s 
mouth, where we caff anchor, refolving to lie there that night, and not venture to lea 
in the dark, by reafon the mate had forgot to bring a compafs in the boat. We had 
not been there long, when the fairnefs of the weather made us alter our refoludon ; fo 
we weighed, in hopes to get that night on board the fliip that lay about feven leagues 
from the river’s mouth: but we had not been at fea above two hours, when there 
arofe a very great ftonn, and fo much rain, that we could fee neither fliip nor fhore: 
our cafe was very defperate, having an old leaky boat, a long dark night, and no com¬ 
pafs, We fpent the night driving up and down till daylight; neither were we then in 
a better condition, for the wind began to blow much more violently, the ftonn incrcafed, 
and the weather fo hazy, that we could not fee the length of ten or twenty yards on 
either fide of us: So that finding the fea fwell moft boifteroufly, we found that unlefs 
we lightened the boat, we mull inevitably periHi. Hereupon I caufed two thirty gallon 
calks of arrack, that were in the bows of the boat, to be ftaved, and the liquor to be 
heaved overboard in buckets. Tins made the boat more lively; however we could 
not get fight of our fliip till about ten o’clock. We were mightily overjoyed when we 
faw her, and made the bell of our way," expefling to be on board in a Ihort time : but 
alas! how eafily are human hopes fruftated. On a Hidden the wind flew' about to the 
fouth-weft and blew much harder, though we were now fo near her that we waved our 
hats at each other, yet we could get no afllftance, neither could we hold the wind any 
longer; but were forced to go before it, let it drive us where it would: notwithftanding 
all the art we could ufe, we loft fight of the fliip again in lefs than half an hour. We 
could expect nothing then but death ; for the feas increafed fo prodigioully, that we 
were forced to ftave two calks more of arrack, and heave it over, befides feven hundred 
canes that lay in our way; and as an addition to our misfortune, a fmall cagg that had 
fome boiled fowls and bread in it, was in the hurry thrown overboard alfo: fo that we 
had no victuals left, nor drink but arrack, which Iaft was the only thing that kept life 
in us; for the rains had held us now almoft forty-eight hours, which fo extremely 
chilled us, that our teeth chattered in our heads; and we were in a ftrange fickly con¬ 
dition, by being fo long a time Topped in rain and fait water. At Iaft we difcovered fome 
trees a-head of our boat, which was rather a terror to us than a comfort; for firft we were 
to fled with fuch violent feas, that we feared our boat would be dallied in pieces againft the 
lliore, which it was not in our power to keep clear from. We knew of no harbour, or 
what fort of people we might fall in with, or whether there were any inhabitants or no; 
and then we had neither lire nor provifions; and our pieces were fo wet that they could 
not be ferviceable to us, either in killing wild fowl or beafts for our fuftenance, or in 
defending ourfelves againft any barbarians among whom we might be call, befides the 
danger of being drowned; fo that we were in a moft deplorable condition. However, 
when no hopes feemed to be left, and nothing appeared but (as the poet fays) Plurima 
mortis imago , “ a manifold image of death,” it pleafed God to drive our boat againft the 
mouth of a fmall creek; there was a bar, or bank of fand, before it, againft which our 
boat being toffed by a ftrong fea, Ihe ftuck at the firft blow, it being ebb, but the feas 
continued to break over our heads, and fometimes over the very top of our malt. 
However, the fea falling off foon by reafon of the ebb, we were left dry on the faid 
bank, about a mulket’s length from the Ihore, there being a conliderable depth of 
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water between ns and land. As faint and benumbed as we were, being ftarved both 
with hunger and cold, we plucked up our fpirits, and the wind being fomewhat 
abated ? we leaped overboard up to our middles in the fea, and as the tide came in 
fo we launched the boat a head, till at length we got her over the fand into deeper 
water, and fo into the narrow creek about twenty feet over, and covered with trees. 
Now night was coming on again, and the mins ftill continuing made it moft intolerably 
cold, we having nothing to fhift us, or fire to warm ourfelves. The boat being moored, 
we fent two of our men on Ihore to fee if there were any houfes or inhabitants: they 
faw nothin^ but an old hut, covered up one fide with Cajan leaves to keep out the 
wefterly winds; alfo a little pathway, which they having followed for about half a mile 
returned back- again, being afraid to go farther, left, being unarmed, they might be 
attacked by the wild beafts. They having brought us no comfortable news, we began 
to fearch the boat, and found fome potatoes that had been all the while foaking in 
arrack and falt-water: however, we eat them raw very greedily. Before it was quite 
dark, we efpied a man making down towards the fea, who, as we afterwards found, 
had fome filhing-gear there: he was mightily ftartled when we fpoke to him. "We 
told him, that the ftrefs of weather had drove us into that place; that if he could help 
us to fome fire, rice, or other provifions, we would pay him honeftly; and further to 
gain his favour, we gave him a knife, a burning-glafs, and fome other trifles that I had 
m a little box. This pleafed the old man, who offered us his hut to lie in; but we 
refufed, thinking ourfelves fafer in our boat, though not fo well fheltered. He made 
a fire by rubbing two fmall pieces of dry wood together (which we afterwards endea¬ 
voured to do but could not), and gave us fome rice, and a fmall earthen pot to boil 
it in. Then he went to the place where his ware was, and in a little time brought us a 
mullet and a cat-filh: in the mean time, we found a fmall piece of raw falt-beef, that 
had been trod under foot in the bottom of the boat, which we boiled with the cat-fifh, 
the broth whereof 1 thought then was the beft that I ever eat. He told us, that there was 
a town about three miles off; but that he, his brother, and his daughter, lived at this hut, 
getting their livelihood by what filh they could catch, and fell to the townfmen. The 
river that runs here into the fea, is called Bowalajoong: when you are in Tomberneo 
road, bring Tanjong Salatan to bear fouth-fouth-eaft, and Tomberneo fouth-eaft quarter 
fouth, then Bowalajoong river Stall bear eaft quarter fouth of you. I take it to be a 
better place to water at than Tomberneo. 

We were now come to life again, and had almoft forgot our late melancholy fcene. 
We lay there in our boat three days and three nights longer, ere the wind and rain 
abated: then we got our boat over the bar, and fet to fea. After fome time, the wea¬ 
ther being then pretty clear, we got fight of our Ihip again, and arrived happily that 
day on board, having been fix days and fix nights in our boat expofed to the ftrefs of 
■weather, and all the dangers of perifhing imaginable. We had fuffered fo much by 
cold, hunger, and wet, that all our lives were in danger; particularly one Mr. Law¬ 
rence Orchard had got fuch a terrible cold by it, that he died in a few days after, 
and another efcaped very narrowly; for my own part, though I held out the beft of 
any of the company, after the firft night’s reft in my bed, I was fo ftiff, and had fuch 
a pain all over my bones, that I was hardly able to ftir. Our people on board, as 
well as thofe at the fa&ory, had given us over for loft. 

I fet out again for Tatas on the 30th of November, and arrived there next morning; 
where I found Mr. Becher very dangeroufly ill of a fever, and light headed. There 
was one Cay Deponattee, a very honeft man, who often ufed to vifit us: he happened 
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to come one day, when Mr. Becher was delirious, and perceiving him to be very 
earned: in fpeaking, he a iked us what he talked of? We told him, he was feila, that 
is, light-headed j and we explained to him what extravagant things he faid. Where¬ 
upon he told us, that he was poffeffed with the devil, and that it was not he that fpoke, 
but the devil that was within him. He begged that we would carry fome fowls, rice- 
and fruit, and offer it to the devil in the woods, where they have certain places for 
that purpofe, and that then the devil would leave him ; for, fays he, what fignifies 
the expence ? We anfwered him, that we knew better things, and that his illnefs did 
not proceed from what he imagined j that we Chriftians feared not the devil, for 
that he had no power to hurt any, but thofe that put their trull in him, and not 
in God. The old man laughed at our notions, and faid, that their Sultan was of 
our opinion, but that for his own part he knew otherwife by experience. The next 
day he came to fee him again; and upon his enquiring how he did, Mr. Becher (being 
then feniible) anfwered him, that he was fomething better, but that he had a great pain 
acrofs his ftomach. “Aye,” fays the old man, “ I told you yefterday what the matter was,- 
but you are fools, and would not believe me, nor be ruled by me; for though the 
devil is gone, he has fmote you on the ftomach ; and without you follow my directions,- 
you will certainly die in a very little time.” Then he defired that his wife might go 
and make fuch offerings; but Mr. Becher anfwered, that fhe might do what Ihe 
pleafed, but not on his account; for that he would rather lofe his life, than be 
beholden to the devil for it. 

The manner of thefe offerings is thus: when any perfon is very ill, efpecially in 
the condition Mr. Becher was, imagining him to be poffeffed, they buy the aforefaid 
provifions j and having dreffed them with as much care as if they were to make a 
fplendid entertainment, they carry this banquet into the woods to a certain houfe or 
fhed, built always under the largeft trees near the water fide, where they leave it. 
As to what ceremonies of prayer, &c. they ufe on this occafion, I know not parti¬ 
cularly ; only that they invite the devil very kindly to it, affuring him that it is very 
good, and well dreffed, and begging him to accept it. Now thefe woods are fo full 
of monkies, that if never fo much was left at night they would devour all before 
morning, which thefe ignorant creatures believe to be eaten by the devil; and if the 
perfon recovers, they think themfelves very much obliged to him for his civility and 
good nature, and by way of thanks they fend him more: but if the perfon dies, 
then they rail again ft him, calling him a crofs ill-natured devil; that he is often a 
deceiver, and that he has been very ungrateful in accepting the prefent, and then 
killing their friend; in fine, they are very angry with him. I law one of thefe 
houfes on the banks of the narrow river, where we paffed almoft daily, under a vail 
tree, which is called the devil’s tree. They have befides, feveral other ways of 
inchanting away diftempers, and fixing them fometimes on other perfons, as they 
think. One particular manner is thus : they make a thing in the form of a boat, but 
fo little, that one may carry it in his hand ; into this they put fome offerings, and 
fet it on the water, and let it go adrift $ but woe be to him, as they imagine, that 
takes it up. I was once going to take up one of thofe diabolical ftore-lhips as it floated 
down the river ; but the natives cried out immediately, charging me not to touch it, 
for that 1 fhould inftantly die, the devil would be in that rage with me, for intercepting 
his provifions. I often enquired of them, whether they ever faw the devil ; and being 
anfwered in the affirmative, I offered to go any where with them to fee him ; but they 
refufed to go purpofely on that account, by reafon he would be very angry at it, and 
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they did not care to provoke him* he being mifchievous enough of himfelf. T afked 
them in what fhape he did appear to them ; they anfwered, like a flame of fire, and 
that they only fee him in the woods. This convinced me that what they take ior the 
devil is only what we call in the country. Will in the wifp, or Jack-a-lantern, feen 
chiefly in fuch fwampy wet grounds. 

Thus much and more they retain of their Pagan cuftoms. As to what they hold of 
the Mahometan religion, which is what they pretend to profefs, I know that they allow 
polygamy ; they keep Friday as a fabbath, and fall all the Bairam, as other Mahometans 
do, in the day-time, and make great illuminations and feafiings in the night only. Some 
are fo drift that during the Bairam time, they will not fwallow fo much as their fpittle 
in the day. They fay their women have no fouls, but die like beafls ; and that they 
are only deflgned by God to gratify' men's appetite; for which reafons the women are 
never differed to ufe any divine worfliip. Some of the wifeft of them have not fuch 
averfion for Ghriftianity as other Mahometans, who generally are profefled enemies 
to it: but thefe fpeak very refpeftfully of lefus Chrift, and fay that he was a great 
prophet. They believe that Adam was the firft man; that the world was once drowned, 
which they have great reafon to do, feeing yearly fuch great deluges in their own 
country ; and that there are people in the world, though none amongft them, 
that they call Oran Moofa (meaning the Jews), who they fay follow only the law of 
Mofes, rejecting the dbftrine of both Mahomet and Jefus. 

I cannot think it would be a difficult matter to eliabJifh the CJmftian religion among 
them. It is true, the Romifh mill]oners attempted it formerly; but after making 
many profelytes they ruined their own defign, and loft their lives by their own obfli- 
nacy and iiidifcreet zeal. Cay Deponattee, a man of the greatefl character of probity 
among them, told me, that feveral years ago there came into thofe parts a Portuguefe 
padre, or monk, who by his courteous behaviour and endearing ways had gained a 
great many to the Chriftian religion, but not content to preach among them, he mult 
needs venture up into the country among the barbarous inland people, called Byajos, 
by whom he was cruelly murdered. That fame few years ago (it being long after 
the former was dead), there came another who fpoke the language as well as if he 
were a native of that country ; that by his prefents, particularly of linen, and his fhew 
of having fo little value for money, alluring them that his voyage thither was not out of 
any motive of worldly intereft, but to fave their fouls, he infirmated himfelf mightily into 
their favour, and made great progrefs whillt among the Banjareens ; but that after 
fome time he told them , that the fpirit of his deceafed brother had appeared to him, 
when in his own country, acquainting him how he was flain up in the inland country, 
and ordering him to coine thither ; that accordingly he was then come, and muft go 
to the place where his brother was murdered. The Banjareens had great love and 
refpeft for him, and ufed all means to dilfuade him; and particularly this Cay Depo¬ 
nattee, who is my author, and was very intimate with him, prefixed him extremely not 
to venture himfelf, for that he could expert nothing among fuch barbarous people but 
to meet with the fame fate as the former had. However, all was in vain, for he was 
refolved to go ; and faid, that if they put him to death he would glory in his differ- 
mgs. Accordingly, he went and made many profelytes, who built him a church, and 
were ready even to worfhip him ; till at laft they began to be difeontented and murmur 
at the great expence he had put them to in adorning their church with gold, &c. and 
more efpecially becaufe he had not performed his protnife of fhewing them all their 
deceafed friends; whom indeed he promifed they fliould fee in the other world, but 
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they under flood it was to be in this world, neither could he beat that notion out of 
their heads. So that taking him for afatfe prophet and an impoftor, lince his words 
did not prove according as they underflood them, they put the poor man to a rnofl 
cruel death, and demolifhed the church, which they looked upon as a decoy to cheat 
them ot all their riches. Now had he flayed among the Banjareens I doubt not but he 
might have fucceeded in his deligns, and have converted the whole civilized part of the 
country : by which means and by the influence and power of thefe people, the gofpel 
might have been more eafily propagated among that other barbarous favage nation. 
.Neither was there lefs imprudence in endeavouring fo foon to perfuade them to part 
\MlIi then rjchcs, which they are To tend of, to embellilh churches; for that could be 
done in due time, when they,were better inftrufted in the principles of Chriftianifm. 
Isor do I lee whatneCeffity there was for fuch mighty ornaments more than the apoftles 
required in the primitive times, among much more civilized and fenfible nations. But 
no good ever comes of blind obflinate zeal. 

1 here is but one mofque, or Mahometan church, in the town of Tatas, and is called 
by them Mefajit. Every one that enters muft walh his feet, and there hangs a piece of 
linen at the door to wipe them dry. As to their manner of worlhip I can fay nothin^, 
ioi they will lufter none to enter but fuch as are of their own religion ; but I have heard 
them at prayers fometimes all night long. They circumcife their children when they are 
about eight years of age, at which time the boys begin to cover their nakednefs; but 
the gn ls begin fooner, by reafon they are at that age generally marriageable. 

v.' e hired a large gunting on the 6th of December, to carry on board a parcel of 
pepper, that we had bought to complete our loading, together with our baggage and 
the furniture of our houfe. Many perfons came to vifit us, and wifh us a happy 
voyage, exprefimg a general concern for our departure : for we had lived fo long and 
lo friendly vvnh them, that we were in a manner naturalized there. Before our depar¬ 
ture, oui old friend Cay Dcponattee defired a private conference with us. He ac¬ 
quainted us, that the Sultan had enquired of him what he thought we were, whether 
Company s flops or feparate traders ; faying, that he was fometimes jealous that we 
were not what we pretended; that however, be it how it would, we had behaved our- 
lelves very well, and had done nothing unfair, and therefore he fhould be glad to fee 
us again. I then afked his opinion, whether he thought the Sultan would fuffer the 
Company to trade, in cafe they fent thither again, fie anfwered, that he did not know 
, ut m, 6 ht > provided proper perfons were Tent, but that they had not yet forgot the 
late ill treatment which they received from the Company’s fervants. After this we- 
tell into lundry difcourfes in relation to the Company ; and I took no fmall pains to 
give a tiueideaof the honour, riches, and fair dealings of that honourable body. I 
round that iheir notions were very odd of them, believing them to be a body of people 
at variance with the government in England, in the fame manner as the Byajos are 
agamic their Sultan. How they came by this notion I know not, unlefs it were put in 
their heads by fome feparate traders that ufed to load there, during the time of the 
. ora P^ n y s fetdement; thinking- by defaming them to eftablifli the better their own 
mterelt* lie told me likewife, that the barbarous behaviour of thofe fervants had con- 
nrmed them in that opinion, but I perfuaded him as much as I could to the contrary. 

On the loth, about noon, we departed out of town with colours flying and trumpets 
oundmg, in the fame manner as we came in ; leaving a perfon behind as fecurity till 
t le voile] returned. That night we anchored in China river, and the next day by noon 
ue got fare on board. On the 14th Mr. Becher^ the chief fupercargo of my Ihip, died 
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on board of a violent fever; and on the 18th our linguilt, whom we had left at Tatas, 
came on board very fick, for the rainy feal'on being now well fet in, we all began to be’ 
very unhealthy. 

We weighed anchor the 21 ft, about fix in the morning, with a fmall gale of wind 
at north-weft, and the next day about eight in the morning I took my departure from 
ianjong Salatan, which fignifies the fouthermoft cape or head-land, it bearing eaft half 
north feven leagues diflance. I then directed my courfe to pals through the ftieights of 
Bally, according to the orders I had received from my honourable mailers. Being now 
at fea, where very little worthy of remark happens, 1 lhali take the opportunity of making 
a fmall digrelhon ; and, for the benefit of thole who hereafter may be fent to this porr^ 
give the bell inftru&ions and remarks I can, whereby a trade may be continued with 
great advantage in the port of Banjar Mafieen. 

If the Blips be there by the beginning of Auguft, it is foon enough to make the con¬ 
trails, and alfo to purchafe what pepper remains, if there beany of thelaft year’s crop, 
which may forward your difpatch ; befides, it is better than what you buy afterwards 
as being better cured by the length of time, and confequently will not waftefo much in 
weight in bringing over as the other. At your firft arrival I think it moft advifeable 
to anchor below Poolo Cocket, where you need not wait long ere you have an oppor¬ 
tunity of lending an account to the Sultan of your arrival and bufinefs, and receive his 
anfwer; for fhould you immediately fend up your pinnace to Tatas, it would greatly 
furprife them, unlefs there was fome perlbn therein that they knew very well. How¬ 
ever, you cannot lie there long before fomebody conies on board, who will alk innu¬ 
merable queftions, and be very careful to know your fize, number of men and guns. 
They can prefently tell very near what quantity of pepper your flap is able to carry. 
You ought to be very cautious of Ihewing- any fear or diftruft of them, or of arming 
any centinels, &c. which will give them great caufe of fufpicion, that you look more 
like warriors than traders. The former they have the greateft averfion imaginable to 
being naturally cowards. They will expeft a prefent as often as they can have the leaft 
colour for it; Specially by their frequent fuperfluous vifits, and feigned pieces offer- 
vices, and ftories from their oran-cays. But remember there is no end to their expec¬ 
tations; and before you have done with them, though you be never fo good an econo- 
mift, you will find them amount to a confiderable value. We were led into an error 
fcr want of knowing this, and on our firft arrival we gave pretty handfomely, think¬ 
ing that doing it at once was fufficient. But as they go on gradually with their fer- 
vices, lo you muff with your prefents ; for I have been obliged to ftay eight days at 
Caytongee before I could have admittance to the Sultan, when he had been informed 
by his emiitaries that I came empty-handed, though his former prefents had been laree 
and confiderable. They are fo mercenary that the bell of oran-cay, or great men'will 
receive four or five dollars wrapt up in a piece of paper. I am the longer upon this 
head by reafon you will find it a material article; proper things may be provided 
cheaper in Lngland than at Batavia. I cannot give inftru£tions touching a price or 
agreement with them, for that is ac(fording to the plenty or fcarcity of pepper and 
according as there are more or lefs China junks in the port; but be fure to make 
your contract very full and fpecial, for if there be the leaft room for a further demand 
they will be upon you. It is proper to infill in thecontraft upon a houfe to dwell in 
among them, and a warehoufe. Thefe they will be glad to allow you for their own 
advantage; however, if you do not mention it in your contra^, they may make fome 
other demands upon you afterwards. 1 
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If two /mall iliips were fent, I conceive it would be more advantageous than one that 
would carry as much as both; for if any difference Ihould arife out of the natives’ 
jealoufy, &c. the two would undoubtedly be better able to defend themfelves, and to 
keep them in awe till they could give a proof of their behaviour, which ought to be 
extreme civil towards them, without the leaft (hew of fear or diftruft. However you 
cannot be too much upon your guard. Moreover, two Ihips could fooner difpatdh 
loading, for one could go up to the town, and flay there whilft the other fliould anchor 
againlt the mouth of China River. This would lave the lofs of many a day, when the 
rains prevent the bringing down the pepper fo far to the Ihip, befides the time fpent in 
going and returning} whereas the Ihip that lies in town and alongfide or near the houfe 
(being according to cuftom cajaned or thatched over the deck) might take in and 
garble the pepper in all forts of weather, having one mill on fhore and another on 
board, which would certainly fave two-thirds of the time it would take in carrying it 
down in boats; and when Ihe had thus got her full loading fhe fliould fall down the 
river, and the other might come up in her room : but both fliould by no means be 
trufted up at one time, unlefs the trade were better eftabliflied than it is as yet. The 
Company did fend with us intlruments for garbling the pepper, but we did not ufe 
them, having made there a kind of mill much eafier to be built than deferibed, wherewith 
we garbled or cleanfed ten times the quantity of pepper in a day more than the other 
would, and with much Iefs trouble, as being more convenient in every refpefL As to 
vour pepper-duff you ought not to heave it overboard, for the natives will drive down 
after it in their boats, feum a great part thereof up, dry it, then mix it with their 
pepper and fell it to you again, befides, I doubt not but the Chinefe would give fome- 
thing for it: for, as the Banjareens informed me, they make no difference between 
that which is free, and that which is full of duff, but load all together in their junks 
without garbling. You will every day have the provifions above mentioned brought 
to your door by the men’s wives in the town ; but you muff be very careful to keep 
your folks from affronting them, and you need not fear being fupplied while you 
lie there. 

You will be firft mightily crowded with people of all forts, under pretence of 
buying or felling; and you muff: bear a little with their impertinence: but to prevent 
the ill confequence of affronting them, and to hinder them from pilfering, which the 
poorer fort are much addicted to, it is but hiring a houfe large enough, which you may 
do for about fifty pieces of eight, and feparate it into different apartments, according 
to your ftations, and leave one large room to meet thefe people in, and to weigh and 
pay for your pepper: not but that you will be obliged to carry into your private apart¬ 
ments fome of the topping dealers, with whom you are obliged to have private confer¬ 
ences; but you muit refufe that liberty to the ordinary people from the very firft. 
One of the reafons why I propofe your having a houfe there, as we had, is the great 
advantage you will have of keeping your fhip clear, which otherwife would be like a 
fair, full of perpetual comers and goers ; whereof fome, under pretence of buying and 
felling, would not only pilfer whatever they could lay their hands on, but greatly hinder 
your folks from doing their duty, and often create differences between them and the 
Jailors. 

You ought to look upon the Chinefe there as your enemies at bottom ; however 
be always civil to them, as they to outward appearance are always to you: you may 
alfo turn a penny with them in many things that the Banjareens are ftrangers to. They 
are complete merchants, and know very well the value of all forts of drugs, diamonds, 
and other goods. 
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The Banjareens are ftrangers to the price of your commodities, which I /hall men¬ 
tion hereafter, and you muft afk twice as much as you intend to take: for though 
you deal with the beft of them, and affine them that what you afk is only a final! 
profit, ye t, having firft defired you not to be angry at the price they are going to bid, 
they will offer you one quarter, or never above half what you afk. They are cunning 
wheediers, and always complain of poverty; but be fure that whatever they fell you, 
they will afk enough, and often ten times more than they will take; therefore you 
ought to be cautious in bidding little enough. If you barter for goods, truft not their 
fample, nor their weights, but try the latter by your own, and take care they fhift them 
not, for they are as dextrous at that as fharpers are in fhifting dice at play, though 
they affure you never fo much to the contrary. You mud fort your goods and theirs, 
and as you deliver the one, take the other; however, you will not be long there ere 
you find out the fairefl dealers in town. To prevent your buying knowledge fo dear 
as others have done, I recommend, as a very honeft man. Cay IJeponattee, fo often 
mentioned by me, otherwife entitled Kin Abee, a very topping trader, whom, if flill 
alive, you will loon meet with there; as all'o Pangeran Purba, Prince of Negarree, Cay 
Rattattee, and Cay Demon, may claim the name of candid honeft men. The fha- 
bander is likewife a man of a fair character, and one whom you ought to keep in with. 
His bufinefs is to collefl: and look after the Sultan’s cuftoms; you will find him a 
ferviceable man. They will infift, if you buy your pepper by weight, to have it 
weighed by their dotchin or ftilliard, which you may do; but be fure try it firft by 
your own weights, and keep it in your own cuftody; not trufting it back again to 
them while you lie there, left they fhould deceive you by another like it; for they 
want no cunning nor defign, efteeming it no dilhoneft thing to cheat another with falfe 
weights and meafures; for very few are honeft among them but by good looking 
afte'r: therefore when you buy their goods, truft not to themfelves to weigh them, for 
which they will at firft cavil very much, they having a method of cheating thereby 
more than you are aware of. 

Their great weights are a pecull and a catte: a catte is twenty-two ounces neareft; 
one hundred cattes make one pecull, which is one hundred and thirty-two pounds Eng- 
lifh avoirdupoife weight. Their fmall weights are a rial), mas, tela, and mata boorong. 

Three mata boorongs make one tela ; fix teias one mas; fixteen mases one tin.ll j 
one tiall is one ounce eight pennyweights troy weight. 

You ought to carry no dollars under feventeen pennyweights nine grains; for the 
Banjareens will take them on no account; therefore it is very proper to weigh a parcel 
of your dollars, ere you arrive there, and referve the heavieft till laft; otherwife they 
will cavil at taking thofe of feventeen pennyweights nine grains. If you have more 
money than will purchafe pepper enough to load your fliip, there is gold to be pur- 
chafed, which will turn to good account, if well bought: and alfo diamonds, brought 
from Succadana, from three carats downwards. You buy your gold paying fo many 
dollars in filver for one dollar weight of gold. Now if your dollars be more than 
feventeen pennyweights nine grains, they will ftiffly infift on having fo many of thole 
your dollars for feventeen pennyweights nine grains of gold; which muft by no means 
be complied with. The following table may be of fervice to the ready payment, efi- 
pecially of the Chinefe, who dwell there, and might be brought more readily to take 
your weight of filver fo, being their own cuftoin in China. 


A Table 


A VOYAGE TO BORNEO. 


1 39 


A Table of Dollars of Banjar reduced Into Troy Weight. 


Dollars. 


Ounces. 


I 

0 

i 7 

2 

i 

14 

3 

2 

12 

4 

3 

9 

5 

4 

6 

6 

5 

4 

7 

6 

1 

8 

6 

19 

9 

7 

16 

10 

8 

*3 

11 

9 

n 

12 

10 

8 

*3 

11 

5 

14 

12 

3 


*3 

0 

16 

n 

18 

*7 

14 

l S 

iS 

*5 

12 

*9 

16 

10 

29 

l 7 

7 

3 ° 

2 6 

1 

40 

34 

15 

5 ° 

43 . 

8 

60 

5 2 

2 

70 

60 

iff 


Dollars* 

1 * 

2 
1 
x 

i 

t 

t 

TIT 

I 

Tr 


rains. 

Dollars, 

Ounces. Dwt. Grain; 

9 

80 

6 9 

IO 

0 

18 

90 

78 

3 

18 

3 

IOO 

86 

l 7 

12 

12 

200 

m 

15 

O 

21 

300 

26a 

12 

12 

6 

400 

347 

ro 

O 

15 

5 °° 

434 

7 

12 

0 

600 

5 21 

5 

O 

9 

700 

608 

2 

12 

18 

800 

6 95 

0 

O 

3 

900 

781 

*7 

12 

12 

iooo 

868 

1 5 

O 

21 

2000 

*737 

10 

O 

6 

3000 

2606 

5 

O 

l 5 

4000 

3475 

0 

O 

0 

5000 

4343 

*5 

O 

0 

6oog 

5 212 

10 

O 

18 

7000 

60&1 

5 

O 

3 

8000 

6950 

0 

O 

12 

9000 

7818 

T 5 

O 

6 

10000 

8687 

10 

O 

Q 

20000 

*7375 

0 

O 

18 

30000 

26062 

10 

O 

12 

4O0QQ 

34750 

0 

O 

6 

5GGOQ 

43437 

10 

O 


Dwt. Grams. 
8 16 


4 

2 

I 

O 


8 

4 

2 

13 


Decimal 

parts* 

,50° 

,250 

.125 

.062 

.031 


For example: admit you had purchafed 40 dollars weight of gold, at to dollars per 

dollar weight of 17 pennyweights nine grains, in the table you will find againll 40 

dollars weight, 34 ounces 15 pennyweights; which by the. following table of ounces 
troy reduced into tialls, mafses, telais, and mata boorongs, is of their weight 24 tolls, 
13 mafs, o telai, 2 mata boorongs, and .57117 decimal parts : but if you pay them 
10 dollars weight for the weight of 17 pennyweights 9 grains of gold (as they will 
infill on, efnecially the Banjareens), there will be a great difference to your lots 
when you purchale gold with your heavy money, if there be any left, as geneia y 
there is. 
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A Table of Troy Weight reduced into Weights of Banjar. 


Ounces, 

Tial. 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

5 

3 

6 

4 

7 

4 

& 

5 

9 

6 

10 

7 

30 

14 

3 ° 

21 

40 

28 

5 ° 

35 

60 

42 

7 ° 

49 

80 

57 

go 

64 

100 

7 1 

200 

142 

300 

314 

460 

385 

500 

357 

600 

428 

700 

499 

800 

57 1 

900 

642 

1000 

714 

2000 

1428 

3000 

2142 

4000 

2857' 

5000 

357 * 

6000 

4285 

7000 

4999 

8 000 

57*4 

9000 

6428 

10000 

7142 


Mafs. 

Telai- 

Mata 

Boorong* 

Decimal 

parts* 

II 

2 

1 

.71428 

6 

5 

O 

,42856 

2 

1 

2 

.14284 

*3 

4 

O 

.85712 

9 

0 

2 

• 57 * 4 ° 

4 

3 

1 

.28568 

*5 

5 

2 

.99996 

ir 

2 

1 

.71424 

6 

5 

O 

.42852 

2 

1 

2 

.14280 

4 

3 

1 

.28560 

6 

5 

O 

.42840 

. 9 

0 

2 

• 57 120 

11 

2 

I 

,71400 

*3 

4 

O 

.85680 

*5 

5 

2 

.99960 

2 

1 

2 

-*14240 

4 

3 

I 

*28520 

6 

5 

O 

,42800 

*3 

4 

O 

*85500 

4 

3 

I 

.28400 

11 

2 

i 

.71200 

2 

1 

2 

,14000 

9 

0 

2 

.56800 

*5 

5 

2 

.99600 

6 

5 

0 

,42400 

*3 

4 

0 

,85200 

4 

3 

1 

,2 8000 

9 

0 

2 

,5,6 oOO 

*3 

4 

0 

,84000 

2 

1 

2 

. I2000 

6 

5 

0 

,40000 

11 

2 

1 

,68000 

*5 

5 

2 

,96000 

4 

3 

E 

,24000 

9 

0 

2 

,52000 

*3 

4 

O 

,70000 


Pennyweights. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

JO 

30 


Mali, Telai. jjoorong. 

031 

10 3 

14 0 

3 13 

250 

5 4 0 

112 1 


Decimal 

parts, 

.3857 

■ 57*4 

.8571 

,1428 

.4285 

.8571 

,7142 
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The Banjareens cad up the fums or accounts, as the Chrnefe do, by fmall things 
like button-moulds, on fundry flicks placed in two rows in a box. Thefe they fhove 
up and down very nimbly with their fingers, and are very exaft and expeditious. They 
are naturally very docible and inquifirive, for mod of the bed traders had learnt from 
us, the little time we were there, to underband our figures and way of counting; and, 
when they fold us pepper, would fet down their fundry draughts, (tens in a film) then 
add their totals together at lad. 

If the trade was continued annually, it would improve greatly ; for on the certain!v 
of the China junks meeting here with the Englifli drips, you might be well fuppfied 
with China goods near as cheap as if you were to go to China for them, confidering 
how much longer the voyage is, the great expences thereof, the Emperor’s cudoms, 
the port-charges, and other extraordinary fums exafted from the furpercargoes by the 
hoppos, &c. they can fettle the trade, and leave the port: I am fure at°lead, that 
fome advantage may be made hereof. Moreover, the Maccafler praws come in here 
yearly about the latter end of September, and bring fiaves, cloves, nutmegs, mace, 
gamboge, caffia-lignum, and fundry other merchandizes; with whom fome money 
may be laid out to advantage.—Note, that we paid no eudom here but for pepper. 

The Banjareens have only one crop of pepper every year, though I have been told 
that they had two ; for the latter is only what fprouts out of the docks after the chief 
crop is gathered, and it never amounts to any great quantity. It is gathered only by 
the poorer fort, whom neceflky obliges to do it: however, the gathering thereof doth 
much prejudice the enfuing crop. 

Of black pepper they have three forts : the fird and bed is called Molucca, or Lout 
pepper; thefecond, or middling fort, is called Caytongee pepper; and the word, Negar- 
ree pepper, of which lad fort they have the greated quantity : it is a fmall, hollow, light 
pepper, and the mod full of dud; therefore in bargaining at fird with them, you mud 
agree to buy by weight, and not by meafure, otherwife they will Ihufile you ob' with 
the lighted and word fort, referving the Molucca and heavy fort for the Ghinefe, who 
buy by weight. If you are not cautious, they will mix fmall black bones with the 
pepper, which are not eafily difeerned, neither can your garbling-miil throw them out j 
which would be a double lofs in paying pepper-price and freight for bones. Their 
meafure is the ganton, which contains about a Wincheder gallon. 

They have white pepper, which is commonly fold for twice the price of the black. 
They tell you that it is made white by a certain bird, which they call ballaree, that 
lives on black pepper, digeding nothing but the hulk, and dunging out the fnbftance, 
which through this means becomes white, and is gleaned up by the poor people, of 
whom we always bought it by very fmall parcels at a time. Their bed long pepper, 
free from dud and worms, is fold at about four dollars per pecull. 

Befides pepper, they have plenty of birds’-neft, the bed in the world, which are fold 
at ninety or one hundred dollars per pecull; the whited and cleared is the bed. It 
is fo called from certain birds, much after the nature of a petrel I, or fwallow, which 
(as they tell us) having fwallowed th§ feum, fpawn, and froth of the fea, fly into the 
holes of the rocks, and high cliffs near the fea, where they vomit it, and beat it up 
with their wings into a confidency, which ferves them that feafon as nebs, (for they 
make new ones every year) and after they have abandoned them, the natives do* gather 
them, being then a hard fubftance, and fell them at the aforementioned price. This 
bird’s-ned is counted a great provocative to venery. 

Their fanguis draconis, or dragons’ blood, is alfo the bbb and fined in the world ; 
it is the juice of a tree* whofe fruit is as red as a cherry ; the bed is known by its- 

9 bright' 


-A VOVAGE TO BORNEO. 


14* 

bright colour, when rubbed on paper. They bring it to you in ftnall drops about an 
Inch long each, wrapped up in leaves, or flags, and will endeavour to perfuade you 
to buy it fo ; which you mull not comply with, unlels you are willing to buy a pig in 
a poke, by trufting to their honefty. The bell is fold out of the leaves at about forty 
dollars per pecull. 

Here are Jambe canes, which, if you pick them, they fell for four dollars per hun¬ 
dred. We bought feveral of them, which to the eye feemed very beautiful, but in 
two or three days proved to be good for nothing, being Ihrivelled up ; which hap¬ 
pened -by reafon they were not cut in a proper leafon, and not come to their ful! 
growth, or rightly cured, which is done by fire and bees*-wax j whereby the outward 
rind is hardened, and hindered from falling in and Ihrivelling, as aforefaid. They have 
alfo plenty of rattans, iron-ftonc, and very good loadllone. 

Their gold is of three forts, diftinguilhed by head, belly, and foot. The head, 
called alfo Molucca gold, is in grains as big as bay-falt, of a very irregular fliape. We 
bought fome (and I reckon it dear) at eleven weights of filver for one of gold. The 
belly is a fmaller fort, like fand or brafs-filings, and is fold at ten weights of filver for 
one of gold. The foot-gold is the fame to outward appearance; but is fold at nine 
for one: however, I do not queftion but, when a trade is fully fettled with them, it 
may be bought cheaper. I find the belly-gold, according to the differences of the 
aforementioned prices, the moll profitable to buy. 

If you buy any in bars, cut them half way with a chizzel, then break, and touch 
them ; for very often they will cover a bafe metal fo artificially with gold, that if you 
cut it quire through with your chizel, inflead of breaking it, you will draw the gold 
over with it, and prevent the difeovery. T he Molucca gold has no artificial allay, and 
comes up in finenefs to about twenty-two carats Englilh: the belly and foot gold, 
being more uncertain, is often found with more or lefs quantity of iron dull, or lome- 
thing much refembling it, and comes fo out of the rivers. 1 he natives do clear it by 
the help of a loadllone, which they rub amongft the gold dull in a Ihell or dilh ; 
whereby the loadllone draws out moll of the iron particles; but for want of better 
knowledge, they can never get it clear out j therefore you cannot be too circumfpeft 
when you buy any. They elteem the highell coloured gold the belt, provided it be 
without allay, as it always is when in dull. Now I have fpoken of their gold, I call 
to mind a pleafant notion that they generally believe to be true. I often enquired ot 
them why they held up the price of their gold and diamonds fo very high, fince the 
country afforded fo great a plenty of- both ? They always anfwered me, that they had 
great trouble, difficulty, and danger, in getting thereof out of the earth ; that the 
devil, who is the foie mailer of all the gold 'and diamonds that lay hid in the earth, 
often appeared to them in the mines, linking fome of them dead on the fpot, affli&ing 
others with ficknefs, &c. and that when he fuffered them to get any into their pofief- 
fion, it was chiefly to lerve his own ends, by fetting them, and the reft of the world 
together by the ears about it. This notion proceeds from the damps that frequently 
kill thofe who work in mines: and as to feeing the devil, it it only what we call Will in 
the wifp, as I have already mentioned. 

They have likewtfe the bell unrefined camphire in the world ; but that being out 
of my knowledge, I bought none; neither can I tell the price, or different forts thereof. 

The fine monkey bezoar is here fold at four or five times the weight in filver. The 
bell is of a greenilh, or olive colour. You will find fome in fize from a penny¬ 
weight, to an ounce and upwards. I queftion whether thefe very large ones are 
monkey, or goat bezoar : however, the natives value them at a greater rate for being 
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large. They are very dexterous at making falfe Hones, which appear fo like the tru* 
bezoar ftones, that unlefs you take great care, you will be often deceived. The beft 
way to try them is thus : rub on a piece of white paper fome white-lead, lime, or chalk; 
then rub your bezoar thereon - if it be good, it will turn the white-lead, &c. to a 
greenifli colour. Here is alfo a fort of bezoar, called by the natives golega derre 
landack, which gives a pleafant bitter tafte to wine, water, &c. when infufed a finall 
time therein ; and yet there appears no vifible diminution of its fubftance. 

As to an inveftment outward, a fmall matter for a private trader, may turn to ac¬ 
count, viz. iron bars, fmall Heel bars, fmall looking-glafles, hangers with buckhora 
handles, fhect-lead, beautiful callitnancoes, knives without forks, proper mixture of 
cutlery-ware; the final left fort of fpike nails, twenty-penny nails, fmall grapplings 
of about forty pounds weight, and fmall guns from one to two hundred weight, with¬ 
out carriages; red leather boots, fpeCtacles, proper fortment of clock-work, fmall 
arms, brafs-mounting bell-mouth-iron blunderbufles, ordinary horfe piftols, gun¬ 
powder, a few fcarlet-worfted dockings, &c. But now I think it is time to proceed 
on the journal of my return through the Straits of Bally, wherein I lhall be the more 
particular, by reafon thofe ftraits were feldom or never navigated by any of our country 
before, especially in the wefterly monfoon, which is the only time we are obliged to 
attempt it. 

CHAP. III.— Giving a Defcription of the IJland of Madura , the City and Kingdom of 

Ballamboang ,, the Straits of Bally , Cape of Good Hope , the IJlands of St. Helena and 

Afcetifioh, csV. 

WE fteered our courfe by log fouth-fouth-weft having little wind at weft by north, 
in order to get fight of the eaft end of the ifland of Madura: and the next day, being 
the 2 5th of December, I faw the illand called Arients, bearing foutli by weft diftant 
about fix leagues. At firft I took it to be the ifland called Nifte Solombo, but found 
ray miftake, being carried away by the current near eight leagues to the eaftward of 
my reckoning in fo fmall a run, having little wind and fair weather; not being able 
to weather it, I flood along the fhore, and had good foundings; but we were greatly 
furprized when we found the water on a fudden fhoaling from twelve fathoms to three 
and three-fourths ; and upon examination, the water being dear, we could fee rocks 
at bottom, and found all along the fhore uncertain fhelves of rocks and depths of 
water, which you may be hurried on or over by the great currents; fo that it is very 
dangerous coming near that fhore, without you are very well acquainted with it, and 
have a commanding gale. The wind coming about to the northward of die weft, we 
laid up pretty well, and at fix in the evening we faw the iflands Solombo and Nillej 
Solombo, but came not near enough to be able to give any particular account of 
them: however, I have been credibly informed that beef efpecially, and other pro- 
vifions, are very cheap there. We fteered away fouth-wefl all night, with little wind, 
fair weather, and a very ftnooth fea, founding every hour till feven the next morning; 
and had from thirty to forty-three fathom water. At twelve at noon this day, being, 
the 27th, Poolo-Pondy bore fouth, and the eaft: end of Madura fouth-weft by weft half 
weft about five leagues; and I found by my reckoning, that the end of Madura lies 
fouth-half-weft diftance fixty-feven leagues from Tomberneo road. At this time of 
year there is a ftrong current fets to the eaft-north-eaftward. 

December the 27th, we had the wind at north-weft, fqually the firft part, the latter 
fair weather : I ftood along Ihore between Poolo-Pondy and Madura, according to the 
beft directions of the drafts, and our own judgments, in order to get into the fouth- 
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eaft great bay to buy fome provifions, and recruit our frefli water, believing this might 
be the laft place we Ihould touch at till we came to the Cape of Good Hope. I found 
very good gradual foundings according to the directions of our fea-cards, till I came to 
the northernmoft point of the bay, which is the eaftemtnoft point of the ifle of Madura, 
where on a fudden the water flioaled from four fathoms and a half to fourteen feet, and 
my lhip {truck faft on a flielf of coral rocks at four in the afternoon, which happened 
the more unfortunately becaufe it was at the time of high-water: we endeavoured to 
back her oft', but to no purpofe, fo that in lefs than a quarter of an hour the ebb came 
on fo ftrong that we could not get out an anchor, neither could the long-boat row a-head 
with feven oars. Finding no remedy but patience till the next tide, vve ftruck the yards 
and topmalts to eafe her; for the tide fetting on her broad fide at the rate of five or fix 
miles an hour, had wrung her over feveral rocks, fo that had {he not been very ftrong 
it might have ruined her; for at half an hour after ten at night, it being low water, 
and the (hip fewed eight feet, we could fee where belt to lay our anchor, which accord¬ 
ingly we did, and at eleven the tide fet ftrong to the north-north-eaft, it being on the 
change of the moon, whereupon we got her oft' without any vifible damage at that 
time, and anchored in the offing in five and a half fathoms water, and oozy ground. 
In coming from the northward on going into this bay, or through between the aforefaid 
iflands, you will fee a pleafant town on the {larboard fide; and if you come no nearer 
the Ihore of Madura than five fathoms water you can receive no damage. 

December the 28 th, wind at north-weft, fqually weather, we weighed and run into 
the bay, giving the point aforefaid a large birth, at two in the afternoon, where we 
anchored in five fathoms water. This bay lies in the latitude of fix minutes forty - 
eight degrees fouth, and longitude one hundred and eleven minutes twenty-two de¬ 
grees from London; the fouth-eaft end of Madura bearing fouth-weft by fouth, the 
eafternmoft land north-by-weft, and Pooly Pondy eaft-north-eaft. Here is very 
good riding, and alfo good victualling very cheap: as oxen, buffaloes, fowls, eggs, 
fait, tamarinds, fugar, lemons, oranges, and rnoft forts of other fruit. We lay here 
feven days, fitted up our boats, fiflied the bolt-fprit, falted up provifions, and filled 
our water. We went afliore about a mile within the north point of the bay, where 
lies almoft at high-water mark a prodigious large fcull of a whale, which has been 
there above three years. This fcull may be feen from the drip, if not gone, and will 
ferve to direft where to land, it being the propereft place. As you go afhore with 
your boat, you will find in founding a long ftielf of land and rocks that lie between you 
and the Ihore, which thofe who fail that way ought to be acquainted with, fhould they 
have occafion to turn their fliip farther up the bay: the faid ftielf is neareft the ihore. 

The natives are very treacherous, therefore you ought to go well armed, and not 
ftraggle far up into the country. They are in ftature, countenance, and drefs much 
like the Banjareens, by religion pagans, and are governed by a Raja of their own. 
The foil is of a reddifti colour, but very fruitful; part thereof being covered with plea¬ 
fant woods and groves; part fine fields inclofed with hedges that are full of filk-cotton 
trees, which afford both profit and delight. The houfes are built with bamboos, and 
covered with cajan-leaves, the floors being generally laid over with curious mats. Their 
towns are fituated among agreeable groves of cocoa-nut and pomegranate trees. I faw 
no other grain but rice and maize, or Guinea corn. 

We pitched a tent by the fea-fide, where we lodged fome of our men night and day, 
but I would not advife the practice thereof again, it being very dangerous, as will appear 
hereafter. Hither the country people, men, women and children came down to us 
with all forts of provifions. We killed our beef about fun-fetting, then cut it up and 
falted it before fun*rifing, it being the cooleft time. The water we got there was but 
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indifferent, the wells being near the fea-lhore, ebb and flow with the tide; fo that the 
water cannot be very freih, being drained only that Ihort fpace through the veins of the 

earth : it is always bell at low water. . 

In all thefe parts you find fomebody who has the title of Shabander, and ieems 
to govern the reft in refpea of trade, and exchanging your money, to whom feme 
fmall prefent mull be made. We had not been long on Ihore ere the old fhabander 
came to us, and charged us, as a friend, to be gone from the place, or elfe it would 
be worfe for us ; whereupon we all went on board the fame evening, which, it we 
had not done, I do not queftion but we fliould have repented it. I did not know the 
danger thereof till afterwards. The realbn it feems was, that after we had fettled the 
prices of the provifions we wanted with the fhabander, feveral of their own people Hole 
their neighbours’ oxen, &c. and in the fhabander’s abfence brought them to us, and 
fold them at a cheap rate, then ran away with the money and hid themfelves, and 
left us to be punilhed for what we were innocent of. This, it feems, is a trick they 
commonly put upon ftrangers, therefore I thought fit to give other per foils a caution 
thereof that they may avoid it, which may be done by buying only ot the lliabander, 
or fuch of his friends as you will foon find out, or in his prefence. , 

Having got all things ready, we weighed on the fifth of January, about fix in the 
morning, and ftood away fouth-fouth-weft, and fouth-weft-by-fouth, from the fouth 
point of the bay. Note, that in running out this bay, if you are bound for the ftreights 
of Bally, it is bell to keep the fouth point on board, in about eight, nine or ten fathoms 
water, and not farther from the Ihore; to which you have gradual good foundings ; 
but farther in the offing are fundry Ihoals, funk rocks and uncertain depths, which 
are not laid down in any fea-cards as ever I faw. We were like to have run on one 
of thefe Ihoals in the day-time; but feeing the water coloured, we avoided it, brought 
to, and fent the boat to found where we found no more than eleven feet water, 
though a fliip’s length farther we found fourteen fathoms, fo that there is no warning, 
by foundings there. This Ihoal is a quarter of a mile long, lying north-eaft, and fouth- 
weft nearefl. When you are on the rocks or fhoal the fouth-eaft end of Madura will 
bear weft-half-fouth, and Poolo Pondy north-half-eaft. Thefe Ihoals are the more 
dangerous, becaufe of the uncertain ftrong currents; but whoever follows the fore¬ 
going diredions may go fafe in and out of this bay. , _ . 

The courfe from the fouth-eaft point of Madura to Cape Zandareen _ is louth-iouth- 
eaft diftant about twenty leagues, and no danger between, but what is called in our 
cards Muyden’s rock, which is there very erroneoufly laid down; its bearing from 
the north-eaftermoft point of Java is fouth-by-weft, diftant eight miles. Neither is . it 
a rock as the cards reprefent, but feveral Ihoals of fand that lie call and weft, a mile 
and more in length. Some at high water are juft covered, and the highefl is not to be 
feen above a mile in the day-time. I failed all round them, and had no ground 
with eighty fathoms of line, when we were within mufket-ffiot of the faid Ihoals. . 

The laid north-eaft end of Java is exceeding mountainous, and may be feen plainly 
from the aforefaid Bay of Madura. South half eaft, from the faid point, diftant about 
two leagues, is the cape called Cape Zandareen, being a low rocky point, but deep 
withal. From Cape Zandareen to Poolo Gilleboang, which is a imall ifland lying 
about a third part over the entrance of the ftreights of Bally, the courfe is fouth-by- 
eaft half-eaft diftant about four leagues. The ifland is low, full of trees and breakers 
all round, but you may fail on either fide, giving the ifland a good, birth. 1 failed to 
the weftward, between it and Java, and could get no ground with our lead. I le 
Paffage there is very narrow, but between the illand and Cape Zandaieems a aige 
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bay, where there is good anchoring. Near the fhore are two or three fiflieries, where 
feveral rivulets fall into the fea, and one large cataraft of water from a very high hill 
that falls not above one hundred yards from the fea-lhore. 

I anchored one evening there, and being willing to take in frefli water, I went 
with the long boat, manned and armed, to feek feme. We difeovered a fmall village 
near the fliorO, which we made towards, and perceived that on our approach the 
people were in a great fright and confufion ; for, it feems, very few of them had 
ever before feen any Europeans, or white men; the women and children flew into 
the neighbouring woods, and the men made down towards the ft rand, being in 
number between twenty and thirty, all armed with long lpears, and poifoned daggers ; 
their bodies flamed, and naked, all but their privities : they are tall, ftrong men, and 
fpeak the Malayo language. I ordered the boat on fhore at once amongft them, 
where I landed with one Mr. Richardlbn, a paflenger, having left all the arms in the 
boat, except our pocket piftols, and ordered our men to keep in it, and make no fliew 
of arms without they fliould fee them offer to affront us. One whom I fuppofe to 
be their chief, feeing only us two, advanced from the reft, and met us half way: 
we took each other by the hand, in a very friendly manner j and after the firll falu- 
tations, I informed him that we were not Dutchmen, (whom thefe people have a great 
hatred for,) whereupon he gave a fignal, and the reft laid down their weapons, and 
came in a peaceable manner to us. They informed us where we might water; and 
indeed, were very kind and generous; for I thought they would never have done 
prefenting us with dried venifon and falt-fifli ; in return of which, I gave them 
tobacco, arrack, knives, and empty bottles, which we had in the boat, and were very 
acceptable to them. After we had fpent an hour in chatting with them on the beach 
(for we went not to the town,) the night approaching, we returned on board. As we 
rowed clofe along the fhore, it being dark, we were mightly flartled at a great noife, 
ruftling and bounding that we heard in the neighbouring wood; but we found after¬ 
wards that it was a large herd of deer, who were drinking at a fmall river, and 
being frightened at the noife of our oars, made this bullle in ruffling through 
the woods. 

That night we had a violent tornado, that forced us to fea, with the lofs of a new 
anchor and cable, and drove us over to the aforefaid bay on the ifland of Madura. 
From our firft failing from the faid bay, to get through the {freights of Bally, we 
were fifteen days, though it be not above thirty leagues, and in the wefterly monfodn j 
at which time a per foil, who is a flranger to the coaft, would think it not above 
twenty-four hours work. At laft we felt into the following knowledge and method, 
otherwife we could not well have got through at all ; for once in twenty-four hours 
you have a foutherly wind from the fea, blowing through the {freights, and is right 
againlt you, coming on like a tornado, and blowing with fuch force, (being always 
attended with violent rain) that at firll coming on you will be obliged to hand all 
your fails, till the ftrength of it be over. The reafon I take to be, (for on the other 
fide of the {freights, in the road of Palamboan, or Ballamboang, you /hall only fee it, 
and never feel it,) becaufe the {freights, not being wider than in the river Thames, 
and having fteep mountains on each fide, whofe tops generally overlook the clouds, 
the wind coming out of the wide fea, though in a gentle manner, gathers, hangs to, 
and is encreafed by thofe clouds ; fo that it is obftructed and contracted by the narrow- 
nefs of the paffage, till it forces its way through at once, in a manner like wind forced 
through a tube, or through the nozzle of a pair of bellows, but feldorn Iafts above an 
hour or two 7 though not a quarter of an hour in its greateft violence. 
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You always have timely notice before it comes, fo that when you would pafs to 
the fouthward, it is advifeable to keep the coalt of Java on board, fleei ing along more, 
within a mile or two with the northerly fea-breeze, which lafts nil the other comes 
from the fouthward, till you run four or five leagues to the fouthward of the north-eaft 
end of Java. Then you will open a black fendy bay, which reaches to Poolo 
Gilleboane : and when you fee the tornado beating up in the {freights a-head ot you, 
which may be difcerned for about an hour before it reaches you, then get near enough 
into that bay to anchor; for it will fuddenly fall calm, and the current will hqrfe 
you out again: however, the current runs not always to the fouthward, but you 
will find many eddies ; fo you mull night and day attend the northerly breezes and 
anchor in that bay, before the other comes on ; other wife you will lole by the latter 
more than you gain by the former, and never get through. Note, that there is no 

fafe anchoring before you reach that bay. . 

On the i trth of January we were in the ftreights ; and it was but a very difmal 
nrofpeft to fee tbofe vaft mountains on each fide, which by the narrownels of the 
paffage feem ready to fall upon your head ; and the noife which the fea makes in the 
hollows of the rocks is moft frightful. Sometimes you have gufts oi wind from the 
hills flying round the compafs in three minutes time, and then as fuddenly it becomes 
calm; fo that I would advife you to keep a boat a head, to prevent your being fivung 
round by the circling eddies, occafioned by the rapidity 01 the current to the louth- 
ward ; by which means, when once you are entered the narroweft part, you are 
foon through, and the danger is not by half fo great as may be imagined* 

The next day we anchored in a bay over againft a pleafanttown on tae llle or Java, 
called Ballamboang, or Pallamboan, where we defigned to fill all our empty water-calks, 
and take in new fupplies of what we wanted. This town and road lie fo convenient 
for watering and victualling, that I fliall enlarge a little upon it. „ ^ 

Ballamboang is fituated on the fouth-eaft part of Java, near the paffage, between 
that and the if! and of Bally in the latitude oi eight degrees thirty minutes louth, and 
in the longitude from London of one hundred and eleven degrees thirty minutes, having 
fine meadows, and a pleafant champaign country for many miles round it. Near 
the fea the foil is fandy, and there are ieveral final! rivers on each fide or the £owI h> 
where you may go with your boat, and water at half tide over the bars; but you mult 
not forget to carry a grappling, for you have fometiines an ugly lurf on the more* 
The country affords plenty of oxen, the beft and largeft I ever met with outer 
England; alfo buffaloes, deer, hogs, ducks, geefe, fowls, eggs, goats, rice, Indian 
corn, potatoes, yams, cucumbers, and all iorts of delicious fruits ; all which are 
wonderful cheap ; alfo plenty of very fine fi{h, either frefh or dried. + 

This town, or rather city, is the capital of the kingdom ; it is^ called in our maps 
Palamboan, and in fome Palambuam ; but the natives pronounce it Ballamboang, and 
it gives its name to the whole kingdom. Here the King generally refides, but lome- 
times alfo at a place about fifteen miles up in the country, which is called Cota, 
fignifying a caftle, He ftyles himfelf Raja Mas Boogoos Peltey. His kingdom 
extends itfelf about feventy or eighty miles from the eaft end of Java, along the 
fouthern parts and fi^om north to fouth, along the eaft end of Java, about^ rd ty oi 
fixty miles. As to the north and weft bounds, I can give no account. He is 3 great 
Prince, and very abfolute ; by religion a Pagan, as are moft of his i objects. inere 

are fome Mahometans, and a few Chinefe. , 

On our fir ft anchoring they were under an alarm, and had fent to then King, w 10 
was in the country, and came down immediately to them before our boat hat^ go 
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afhore, in which went our purfer, and Mr. Richardfon, who fpeaks the language. I 
gave them arms, and cautioned them to be always upon their guard, to ufe them 
civilly, and let them know that we wanted only provifions, wood and water; for 
which we would pay very honeftly. Now there was a Chinefe among them, as a 
lhabander, who, feeing our colours, knew us to be Englilh, and told the King what 
we were, affuring him that we were not Dutch, of whom they are very jealous; and 
indeed not without reafon, many cruelties having been exercifed by them in the 
weftern part of the ifland. Upon thefe affurances, the King feeing the boat make towards 
fliore, came himfelf in a flying praw, with his colours difplayed, gongs beating, and 
feveral attendants in other boats, to meet ours a little way off from Ihore. 

After knowing by enquiry, who they were, and what they wanted, the King told 
them they were welcome, and fhould be fupplied ; defiring them to tell their captain, 
that he would be glad to fee him on Ihore the next day. In the evening the boat 
returned with fome fruit, &c. and gave me the foregoing account; adding, that they 
feemed to be hearty, civil people. 

Accordingly, next morning, I went myfelf, with feveral others, befides about 
twelve failors, being all well armed. Before I reached the ihore, I was met by the 
King, with his attendants, who welcomed me and told me, he was very defirous 
to fee my fliip, having never feen one in his life. I was much furprized at his 
freedom, in venturing fo fuddenly on board; but afterwards I underload it was 
owing to the aforefaid Chinefe, who affured him that the Englifli were very generous, 
civil people; that they traded to his country, though the Dutch were not fuffered 
to come there, &c. I told him I would return with him, and aiked if he would 
pleafe to come into my boat, which he readily complied with. He was drefied in a 
ihort black velvet jacket, trimmed with narrow gold lace, an ill-fhaped red cap on his 
head, with abundance of gold and ftone rings on his fingers. When we arrived on 
board I made him heartily welcome, treating him with arrack and wine ; the former 
he drank very plentifully of, but the latter he did not fo much care for. He enquired 
my name, and fet it down, as 1 pronounced it, in his own writing, which he feemed 
to be very dextrous at; then he pronounced it very properly, and faid he would 
remember me if ever I came again. We then fet out all together in my boat for Ihore. 

I ordered the gunner to fire fome guns, which he did, as foon as we got clear oi the 
fliip ; wherewith the King was wonderfully pleafed, and returned me many thanks. 
His attendants were fuch prodigious thieves, that we had much ado to watch, and 
keep them from dealing during their flay on board. As to the King, for a rough, 
unpolifhed man, I think l never met a better in my life. When we landed, he con¬ 
ducted us to his palace, which was a large fquare, palifadoed in, with feveral little 
rooms and apartments for his women, &c. We were not long fat crofs-legged, when 
he made us an apology, and having drawn up five or fix of his oldiers, with match¬ 
locks, he faluted us by way of thanks for our great guns. Then he gave us a dinner, 
according to their belt manner, confiding of venifon, currees, rice, fowls, &c. His 
oran-cays kept all at a great diftance, and fhewed him very great refpeCt. He took 
great delight in making fome of his attendants drunk with our arrack. We had not 
long dined ere about thirty of his wives or concubines entered the place, and paffed 
by us one by one, each having a Have to attend her; who bore on their heads fundry 
forts of thebeft fruit, and prefented us with fo great a quantity, that it was more than 
our boat could carry off at once. The King alfo prefented us with two oxen, three 
large deer, one buffatoe, and feveral bags of rice, with ducks, geefe, hens, &c. 
amounting full to the value, if not more, than what I prefented to him. 

A Alter 
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After dinner two of our gentlemen rode out on horfeback a little way into the 
woods ; which abound with deer, wild peacocks, and feveral other kinds of fowls. 
Their horfes are fmall, but very beautiful and fiery ; a remarkable inftance of which 
I was eye witnefs to : for the King knowing that they were gone out on horfeback, 
faid he would fhew me fomefport, by which I might know which of thefe two Engliih 
gentlemen was the beft horfeman. I wondered what his project was ; when he led 
me out by the hand, feveral of his men following us to the wood-fide 1 he had placed 
two of his foldiers unknown to me behind a bulh j who, as foon as the horfemen. 
came by, fired their match-locks acrofs the horfes nofes, which made them ftart, 
kick, caper, and bound in a ftrange manner; fo that they were not to be governed. 
One of the riders was thrown off, the other with much difficulty kept his faddle. The 
King feemed much delighted with his project, and laughed very heartily; but you 
may imagine how the gentlemen were frightened, efpecially at firft. 

We (laid here fix days, in which time we had viftuaUed, watered, and cut wood 
enough, they being all the while very civil to us. He told us, that he tarried there 
only For our fake, left there Ihould happen any quarrel between his fubjetts and us, 
or left they Ihould fteal any thing from us, &c. However, about noon he went up 
into the country ; neither was he long gone, when fome of us had reafon to be forry 
for his departure: for the purfer having fome little bufinefs to fettle with the fliaban- 
der, as he was paffing through a narrow lane towards the boat, being accompanied by 
the King’s brother and another man, the former having afked him what it was o’clock; 
the purifier pulled out his watch, and upon his defiring to fee it himfelf, he gave it 
into his hand, which he no fooner got hold of, but he took to his heels, the other 
man holding a fpear to the puffer’s bread whilft the King’s brother ran away, whom 
he afterwards followed, and left the poor purfer to purfue his way to the boat by 
himfelf, being glad to come off fo. You may guefs what a princely fpirit the 

brother had. t _ . 

Few or none of the natives ever faw any white men before, this coaft being hardly 
ever navigated by any Europeans : however, this place is mighty convenient for all 
fliips that make their paffage this way home through the ftreights of Bally, to prevent 
their being forced to fie during the wefterly monloon, and lofmg fo much time on 
demorage, which would be a great charge to the Company. If you ride well in thti 
bay in about five or fix fathoms water, you will have good anchoring. 

I made great inquiry of the product of their country, but found them in many differ¬ 
ent ftories, yet generally they acknowledge that they have gold, pepper and cotton 
in great plenty ; however I believe they are not willing to let any foreigners, much 
lefs Europeans, know the riches or trade of their country, left they fhould force a 
fettlement, which is no difficult matter to accompliffi. 

On Sunday the 23d of January 1714-15, about eight in the morning, I failed from 
thence towards the Cape of Good Hope, We flood away to the fouth ward with the 
wind at weft-north-weft and weft-fouth-weft, moftlyin hopes of meeting the fouth-eafi: 
trading-wind in the latitude of twelve or thirteen degrees fouth, as in other parts of that 
fea, but found the contrary; for the monfoon blows between this place and New 
Holland fix months one way and fix another, viz. from October to April between the 
weft-north-weft and weft-fouth-weft, and from April to October again at eaft-fouth-eaft 
neareft. We got into the latitude of twenty degrees fouth, but faw no land; 
therefore do find the coaft of New Holland to be laid down in all our cards near twenty 
leagues more northward than it really is. 1 was almoft out of hopes of getting into the 

fouth-eaft trade-wind time enough to fave iny paffage round the Cape, having fpent fo 

much 
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much time in beating to the windward, but in vain, for we met with very hard gales: 
therefore I tacked to the north-weftward on the 19th of February, having the wind at 
fouth-weft and fouth-weft-by-weft, and on the 21ft following, in the latitude of eighteen 
degrees fouth, having gained two hundred and feventy miles to the weft ward of the 
fouth-eaft end of Java, I met with uncertain winds : and on the 23d I met with the 
fixed fouth-eaft trade wind, ftout gales, which held us till the 24th of March follow¬ 
ing, to the latitude of thirty-three degrees forty-eight minutes fouth, and four thoufand 
three hundred and twenty-three miles to the weft of the fouth-eaft end of Java. This 
made us amends' for the former lofs of time, running us to the rate of one hundred and 
forty to one hundred and feventy miles in twenty-four hours time. 

Now our fair trade-wind had left us, and we had nothing but uncertainty to depend 
on, being feven hundred and eighty miles diftant from the Cape; and our water 
falling fhort, we were forced to allow' but a quart each man for twenty-four hours, 
On the 4th of April we came to an anchor in Table-Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
in the latitude of thirty degrees fouth, and longitude from London fixteen degrees 
thirty minutes. Our men were 1110ft of them fick and down with the feurvy, occa- 
fioned by the length of our paflage, fo that we had fcarce men enough to furl the fails 
and bring the fhip to an anchor without great trouble and rilk. We fpent here thirty- 
eight days, being obliged to have our fick men alhore; however the repairing our 
fhip, which had iuftered very much in beating betwixt the ftreights of Bally and New 
Holland, and alfo re-victuailing our fhip, was the occafion of our tarrying here fo long. 
During our ftay here I buried my chief mate, which was no fmall lofs to us, for he 
way a very good officer, and my cooper. 

This place for its pleafantnefs, fertility, wholefome air, and convenient fituation for 
the fupply of both homeward and outward bound Eaft India fiiips, is not to be paral¬ 
leled, whereof the Dutch to whom it belongs are not a little proud. The town is fituated 
on a fmall afeent on the fide of the bay, and confifts of about two or three hundred 
houfes built with ftone, about two or three ftories high, having pleafant rows of trees 
before the doors. There was formerly a drain of water that ran through the town : 
this they have lately turned into two canals, and built the fides up with ftone, which adds 
much to the beauty of the town. Here is one large church, a handfome hofpital, and 
a pretty large caftle, garrifoned and kept in good repair, which commands the bay: it is 
not very ftrong, but fufficient to anfwer the defign it was built for. The governor has a 
handfome dwelling-hpufe therein. At the upper part of the town is a very large fine 
garden belonging to the Dutch Eaft India Company, which is furrounded partly with a 
wall, and partly with a ditch, conflftingof many very beautiful walks, and feveral banks and 
canals, which have indeed been lately neglected, and are much run to ruin, but the then 
prerent governor was about repairing them. Here is great abundance of good fruit, and 
variety of phyfic-plants and trees, as aloes of different forts, dragons-blood, and camphire- 
trees, with feveral others paft my obfervation. In this garden is likewife a houfe, built for 
that purpofe, wherein is kept a colleftion of the lkins of a multitude of ftrange beafts 
which Africa is famous for, fo artificially and nicely fluffed, that at fir ft you would be 
furprifed at them, and would believe them to be really live creatures, viz. lions, tigers, 
leopards, elephants, rhinocerofes, wild cats, antelopes of feveral forts; many large 
unfizeable deer, and a creature called a ftriped afs, which they fay can never be tamed, 
though taken young: it is a beautiful creature, refembling a fine little horfe with an 
afs’s tail, and is ftriped and coloured like a tiger. There is alfo an amphibious creature, 
called by them manitee, or a fea-cow, which when alive could weigh no left than twenty- 
five or thirty hundred weight. She comes up the frefh rivers in the night-time, and 
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then gets on fliore to graze : {he has a large body, a belly hanging low almoft to the 
ground, Ihort thick neck and legs, and feems to be a very unwieldy flow creature: her 
teeth are large, with huge long tufks, which are counted good ivory. I hey lay the 
flefli of the young ones makes excellent bacon. , 

At the hither end of the garden is the flave-houfe, where all the Company s naves 
are lodged and dieted; their children are taken care of, and taught to write, read, &c. 
but continue flaves : you may fee the Dutch failors frequently go in and out to the Ilave- 
women, which is connived at by the government, and are very acceptable to them who 
are negroes, and are very proud "when their children prove whiter than themlelves. 
There°are no Hottentot flaves; for as ignorant and brutifh as thole people are, they 
have a great love for liberty, and an utter averfion to flavery ; neither will they hue 
themfelves in your fervice longer than from morning to night, for then they will be 
paid, and Deep freemen, and no hirelings. 

Here is a flore-houfe, wherein are kept all forts of malls, anchors, cables, guns, 
rigging, &c, to fupply their own {hips : but fiiould an Englilh fliip unfortunately lole 
a mall, or Hand otherwife in need of their affillance, they may perilh foonei than be 
fupplied, unlefs it be by fome clandeftine method which the government do not allow of,, 
and then pay a moll exorbitant price for what they want. 

The country all round is verypieafant and fertile, affording great plenty of all foits 
of provifions, efpecially beef and mutton, which are both of a price, 1 viz, about two¬ 
pence a pound, chough the latter is much better in its kind, and not iufeiioi to 0111s 
in England, As for carrots, cabbage, turnips, and falletting, they are not behind 
hand with us; which things are very agreeable to our palates, after fo long an abfti- 
Bence from fuch diet as we were ufed to in our native country* It abounds alfo with 
all manner of fruit, as oranges, lemons, citrons, mulk, and water melons j apples, 
pears, cherries, pomegranates, grapes, &<$. They have lately improved their vine¬ 
yards, fo that they have plenty ol red and white mufcadello wine, and another pleafant,. 
though fmaller white wine. The mufcadello is fold from twenty to twenty-four pounds 
the leaguer, which contains one hundred and fixty gallons, and the other at ten 01 
twelve pounds* The neighbouring vallies are full of herbs (very many being medicinal) 
and flowers : the rivers and bordering fea afford plenty of nfli, as the woous do veniion 
and honey. 

Neither is there a leffer plenty of wild fowl, as duck, teal, widgeon, curlew, par¬ 
tridge, pheafant, and many other forts, as we have in England ; befides, luch as are 
peculiar to thofe parts, as oftriches, whofe eggs are fold very cheap, and are good eat¬ 
ing, one being fufficient for two or three men at a meal. Here are great numbers of 
Canary birds. You may fee the fea, efpecially to the eaftward of the Cape, almoft 
covered with a fmail beautiful fpeckled fowl, about the bignefs of a wood-pigeon, which 
they call pintado birds, fo named, I fuppofe, by the Portuguefe, by reafon of their 
fpeckled and, as it were, painted feathers* They are very tame, and will iwim after 
you in light winds : and fometimes in the worft of weather, when the fliip tries under 
little or no fail, they will furround it in great numbers, fwimmmg and playing^ on every, 
wave. The failors, for their diverlioo, do often put out hooks, or crooked pins, at the 
end of a piece of twine, baited with tallow or fat meat, wherewith they catch a vaft 
many of'them, but they are of fo fifliy a tafte that they are hardly fit to eat. Y ou 
fliall alfo fee frequently in the bay, as you are at anchor, whales and other great fifties 
fporting about, particularly great flioals of feals, which will often follow your boat, 
whofe fkins are very fine, and I believe the belt in the world® 
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We fpent Fourteen days in very tempcftuous weather, which made our paffage the 
longer; but on the ninth of June at five in the evening, we got fight of the ill and of 
St. Helena, and about eleven the next day we anchored at Chappel-Valley. 

The ifland of St. Helena is fo called, becaufe it was firft difcovered by the Por- 
tuguefe on St. Helena’s day, being the 20th of April. It lies in the latitude 01 
fifteen degress fouth, and longitude from London three hundred and nny-tlnee 
degrees forty-three minutes, being about twenty two miles in circumference. \\ lien 
it was firft difcovered, it had not only no inhabitants, but even not as much as a 
four-footed beaft, fruit, or any eatable herb except wild purflain, with which it abounds: 
but the Portuguefe llored it with goats, hogs, hens, &c, and alfo with fig, orange, and 
lemon trees, &c. which have throve there ever fince very well. 

The Spaniards took it from the Portuguefe, and afterwards it was alternately 
poffeffed by the Englilh and Dutch; till at laft the Cape of Good-Hope being quitted 
to the latter, the Englilh remained foie poffeffors of this ifland, though the Cape be 
preferable by far to it. But he that was chief of the Englifli fettlement at the Cape 
being, as I am informed, bribed by the Dutch, reprefented to the government of 
England, that the natives were cannibals, and mod terrible cruel creatures, fo that it 
was impoflible to hold out againft them, (which was utterly falfe) he had orders to 
quit it. Whereupon the Dutch fettled themfelves there, and have kept it ever 

fince in a moll flourifhing condition. , 

The air of this ifland is very wholefome, and recovers very foon thole perions that 
are fet on Ihore there fick, their diftemper being generally either a fever, or the 
fcurvy. The inhabitants are all Englilh, except their flaves ; whereof they have a 
great number. The women, even thofe born there, (as molt of them are,) have 
generally a very fair complexion, notwithftanding the heat of the climate. They all have 
a great defire to fee England, which they call home, though many of them never law 

it, nor can have any true idea thereof. . . 

The ifland is fo high, hilly, and of fuch difficult afcent, that it is a common 
faving, that a man may chufe whether he will break his heart in going up, or his 
neck in coming down. It is very ftrong by nature, becaufe of the fteepnefs of the 
rocks, and the impoflibility of landing, except in thofe places which have of late been 
fo fortified, that it is in a manner impregnable. We were formerly forced to attend 
by a rope ladder, which gave the place the name of ladder-hill; but now the aicent 
is made much eafier by the care of the prefent governor Pike, efpecially that path 
where the ladder was. His whole ftudy is employed for the advantage of the ifland, 
and the Company’s intereft; of which I could give feveral mftances, wmch I omit, 

as being foreign to the prefent purpofe. c 

The country is very pleafant, and affords almoft all things neceffary 101 t cue 0 _ 
man, as oxen, hogs, goats, and feme fheep lately tranfported thither, whereof 
the governor takes care to improve the breed j alfo hens, turkeys, ciucfcs, 
partridges, pigeons, larks, moor-hens, and a fort of long-legged birds like our 
wheat-ears, which eat very fweet, but are not fo fat as ours ; Here is a great vane y 
of fea-fowl: and at certain feafons you may fill your boat with their eggs, which you 
find on the rocks. They are fo tame, that they will fuffer you (when they lie on their 
ego's) to take them up with your hands. But more of this when I come to the lflan 
of Afcenfion. The gardens abound with fruit, as pomegranates, figs, apples, &c. 
and the valleys with lemons and oranges. It is in vain they fay, to low coni, for 
there is fuch a multitude of rats, that they would devour the feed before it would have 
time to fpring up. Here are alfo a vaft number of cats, that went away 
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Wes, and became wild, living among the rocks, where they find good prog, Feeding 
bn young partridges; and will come lbmetimes and make great definition among 
the poultry, fo that they are become as great a plague as the rats ; but it is hoped, 
that P by the great encouragement the governor gives, they may both be deftioyed 

m Here is plenty of milk, very good butter, kidney-beans, and yams, whereon the poorer 
fort of people chiefly live. The yam is a large root that grows m the val ies, in 
moilt ground, bearing a broad leaf; it is very hearty food and well tailed when 
thoroughly boiled ; but it is not to be eaten raw, for it fetches the 1km off your mouth. 
They have abundance of cabbages, falleting, &c. but few carrots and turnips, through 
their own negleft. They have no trees of any fize, only (hrub-wood that bears a foit 
of gum called benjamin, but in no great quantity ; however, it is good fweet firing ; 
but very troublefome to the failors that cut it, being obliged to afeend one of the 
highefl hills, where there is a very pleafant wood of it ; but rite trouble of getting it 
down is ftill greater. The greatell conveniency of this Aland for flups is the plenty and 

g °The chief and only town Hands in Chappel-Valley, confiding of about feventy or 
eighty houfes, which are inhabited by the planters, who come down when fhips are 
here; otherwile they generally keep at their plantations up the country, which is 
more profitable and pleafant to them. And upon a certain alarm given from a high 
hill when .any fliips appear, they repair down immediately to their refpeaive polls, to 
aft, if occafion be, for the defence of their country. Here is the only place where 
flips can ride. It is open to the fea north-weflward, but the wind blowing always one 
way, viz. fouth-eaft neareft, and this being the lee-fide of the ifland, you ride there 
verv fafelv. The fort or caftle is pretty well fortified. The governor generally re¬ 
flies there, but fometimes at a pleafant houfe which he has in the country. Ihey 
have one church in the town, which makes but a very indifferent figure without, but 
within is fomewhat tolerable. They ufe great formality in going, to church; for about 
nine o'clock in the morning, the council, the minifter and their wives, together with 
fuch commanders of fhips as have a mind to it, do wait on the governor m the caftle. 
After which the bell being ordered to ring, a company of foldiers, with a feijeant, in 
good liveries, are drawn up in the caftle, where they make a Jane (reftmg their arms) 
as a paffage to the gate, where there is another ferjeaat and a company, which maic 1 
with beat of drum before the governor to the church. _ After follow the gentlemen 
and ladies in their refpeaive order. As foon as the foldiers get into the church-yard, 
they fall off to the right and left, making a lane to the church-door. The governor 
has a handfome large feat, with books, where he generally deures the commanders or 

fhips to fit, the ladies being feated by themfeives. , , . 

During our flay here, feme of thofe reftlefs villains, who doubtlefs had a hand in 
the aforementioned wicked defign at Batavia, were by one of the inhabitants overhear , 
when drunk on fliore, curfing and damning the fliip and voyage, laying their heads 
together, as far as he could underitand, for a defign of farther mifchief;. wherefore 
this perfon thought fit to acquaint the governor therewith, who, upon flnct enquiry, 
found that a knot of twenty-two of the under officers and failors had figned a papur m 
order to ftand by one another. They cloked their villainy with a pretext of pennon- 
ing the governor for more viSuals, which they pretended m be m want 01 ; w 
the governor and council, having taken the trouble of going on boaic, ..1 ex ^ , . ^ 
the matter Unfitly, they found no caufe for fuch a complaint, the a owa.- ^ ^ g 
feven pounds of good beef for five men a day, with as much ncc as tney p eaic 
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This foon convinced them, that their defign muft be to get a greater flock of pro- 
vifions on board, and then to take the opportunity of ray being athore, cut her 
adrift out of the road, and fo go a pirating j which might have eafily been accom- 
pliflied. 

Here we were a fecond time time delivered from the hellifh defign of thofe repro¬ 
bates, The governor and council, after having ftri&ly and impartially examined the 
whole matter, ordered the ringleaders to be feized and punifhed, according to their 
defert, by whipping at the fiag-ltaff, and then put on board another fliip in irons, in 
order to be brought to England; they not being fit to be trufted among honed men. 
Many of my failors, being good, quiet, harmlefs fellows, were drawn in to fign this 
paper innocently; for thefe fellows had perfuaded them that in fo doing they Ihould 
have a larger allowance of arrack, &c. This, they confeffed, was the only reafon why 
they figned the paper ; but what further defign the ringleaders had in their heads 
they were ignorant of. 

Thefe troubles detained me here much longer than I had defigned; alfo the Ihip 
Hanover, Captain Olborne commander, was detained feveral days on deinorage by 
order of the governor and council to accompany me home, for fear there might be yet 
fome hidden fpark of villainy, that might blow up to a fatal confequence, if I were at 
fea alone : for mutiny is very epidemical on board the merchant ihips, where the cap¬ 
tain has fcarce the power of giving the lead correction to his crew, though for never 
fo great faults, without being plagued with fuits of law, when he comes home» the 
failor’s pretended caufe being generally undertaken by fome common barretor of 
Wapping, on the condition of no purchafe no pay: in which cafe they never want 
witneffes enough : for they never fail to take one another’s part, and fwear rightly, for 
one another; whereby the captains are often put to great trouble and charges, for 
want of wimefies to judify his conduft, by a knot of forfworn rogues that hang all 
together. I cannot but think, that if all the employers of captains were pleafed often, 
or ever, to look into the merits of thofe matters, and, by diligent enquiry, learn 
whether fuch punifhment be defervedly inflicted, or not; and if defervedly, that they 
would take the captain’s part, and dand by them, and not differ them to be tom to 
pieces-; this would contribute much to difcourage thefe rogues, and to overlet their 
unjud defigns ; and would be a great encouragement to commanders, and other chief 
officers, to have a greater authority over their men on board ; whereby they might 
prevent many evil coniequences that happen from the want thereof. 

On the 7th of July 1715, I received my difpatches from the governor, and failed 
away about feven in the evening, in company with the Hanover, and fleered for Eng¬ 
land. On the third day following my fliip lprung a dangerous leak in the bow. So 
that we refolved to put into the ifiand of Afcenfion, which lay in our way, within 
three or four days fail; and accordingly on the fifteenth we anchored in Alcenfion 
road, where we lay only-twenty four hours; then having completely ftopt, and fecured 
the leak, we fet fail, making the beft of our way towards England. 

This ifiand lies in the latitude of feven degrees fifteen minutes fouth, and in the 
longitude of three hundred and forty-five degrees fifty-two minutes. It is a barren 
place, not inhabited, and feems as if it had been formerly on fire; a great part ol the 
rocks being burnt to a pumice. Here are many wild goats, which are fo unaccuftomed 
to fear, that a great flock of them fuffered our men to come very near; but having no 
arms they could not kill any. The ifland is fomewhat larger than St. Helena; has 
more level ground, and feems more capable of being improved, but is not fo^ well 
watered : fome fay that in the very dry feafon there is no frefli water at all, which I 
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can fcarce believe. When our men landed, they were furprized to fee the vaft number 
of large fea-fowl that fat on the rocks; fuch as boobees, nodees, men of war, tropick 
birds, &c. that fuffered themfelves to be taken off from their eggs; they fit only upon 
one egg, and that without any manner of neft, only laid in a hollow part of a rock. 
The Jailors filled their caps and hats with them, while the birds fluttered about them, 
and followed them, being ready to fettle on their heads; a great number of which 
they knocked down with their ftieks. We fpent two or three hours in the pinnace 
near the rocks, where we caught a prodigious number of various filh ; which were fo 
plenty, that in one hour there were more caught than was fufficient for forty men to 
eat in a day : but we were often plagued with young lharks, that would run away 
with our hooks and lines. The water was fo clear that we could fee the filh take the 
bait; and when we faw a lhark coming towards it, we made what hafte we could to pull 
up our lines ; yet they were fo quick that they would catch the bait fometimes on the 
very furface of the water. Some of our men that were on the ftiore filhed among the 
rocks on the fea-fide, and caught a great number of large conger eels. Here is alfo 
great plenty of oyfters, limpets and other Ihell-fifti. There is no place more ftored 
with fea-tortoife. The method of taking them is thus : feveral perfons go alhore in 
the night, but they mull not make the leaf! noife, nor any (hew of fire, not fo much as 
a lighted pipe of tobacco; they muft watch the coming of the tortoife alhore, which 
they do at certain feafons of the year to lay their eggs in the fand, that are hatched by 
the natural heat of the fun : then they come, and with a boat-hook, or hand-pike, turn 
the tortoife on the back, which is no eafy talk ; for if it be not at a pretty diftance from 
the water, (he will often fcramble away from them, being very ftrongand heavy to be 
turned. I have been informed that fome were taken here which weighed five or fix 
hundred weight a piece, having a vaft many eggs, which are very delicious food. 
Some of our (hip’s company went alhore that night, for that purpofe ; but the great 
rain that fell prevented their diverfion. We often take a fmaller fort at fea, which in 
calm weather we fee (leeping on the furface of the water; we row up gently in the boat, 
and take them ere they wake : we took feveral, which we kept alive on deck without 
any food for the fpace of two months. 

There is a large crofs fixed formerly by the Portuguefe on a high hill, which is feen 
from the road, and ferves as a land-mark to know it, there being feveral other bays 
before you arrive at it, whereby you may be miftaken ; but if you bring the aforefaid 
crofs to bear fouth-eaft, half-fouth, and the higbeft peak on the ifland to bear eaft-fouth 
eaft, then the north-eaft point of the bay will bear north-north-eaft half-eaft and you will 
have ten fathoms water, being as good anchoring as any in the bay. I have been told 
that letters are often left at this crofs in bottles, to fecure them from the weather: and 
that when the Portuguefe come, they go up thither, it being but a little way ; and 
whatever letter they find, they forward it according to directions. 

We kept on our way towards England, with fine pleafant weather; and on the 
t ith of September, in the latitude of four degrees fix minutes north, we met a (hip 
called the Elizabeth of Briftol, which informed us of mighty difturbances in Great 
Britain, and of a probability of a war with France; that the late Duke of Ormond, 
and feveral others, had left the nation ; that there was great prelfing of men, and pre¬ 
parations making for war. The mafter told us, that he departed from Cape Clear, on 
the fouth-weft coaft of Ireland, about ten days before ; and that it bore off from us 
weft 213 leagues. Confidering thefe matters, and the time of his departure, with the 
time we (hould take to get into the Downs; fearing left a war might be declared with 
France before our arrival, we thought proper, for the better fecurity of our (hips and 
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cargoes, to make the coaft of Ireland, where we might get further intelligence; and 
where, in cafe a war lliould break out, we might lie for a convoy, or further orders 
from our mailers. Accordingly, on the 24th day we faw Cape Clear, and fleered 
along the fhore for Kinfale. There arofe fuddenly a violent ftorm at fouth-weft, and 
fouth-wefl by weft, that increafed fo as to force us to bear away before the wind, our 
rigging and fails being very bad and rotten ; and at four in the afternoon we got fafe 
into Kinfale harbour: the Hanover being a large fliip, and much better fitted with fails 
and rigging, kept the fea, and did not put in with us. On the 129th of October 
following, we arrived fafe in the Downs; having been two years and fifteen days in 
my voyage. 
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from the voyages of stavorinus *. 



CHAP. I. — Situation of Java. — Straits of Sunda. — Prince's IJland. — Dwars in 
dm Weg. — Bay of Anjer. — Claim of the Dutch Baft India Company to the Sove¬ 
reignty of the Straits of Sunda. — Bay of Bantam. — Road of Batavia. — King¬ 
dom of Bantam. — Tributary to the Company. — Speech made on the Appointment 
of a Succejfor to the Throne. — Umpire of Jaccatra. — Of Cheribon. — Of the Soe- 
foehoenam , or Emperor of Java. — Of the Sultan. — Principality of Madura. — 
Political Conduit of the Company towards the native Princes. 

T HE ifland of Java, which is one of the largeft of thofe conftituting the great 
oriental Archipelago, is lituated between fix degrees and nine degrees fouth lati¬ 
tude, and extends from one hundred and twenty degrees to one hundred and thirty- 
one eaft longitude from TenerifFe, being one hundred and fixty-five Dutch miles in 
length. It lies nearly in the direction of eaft and weft. To the fouth, and to the 
weft, its fliores are wafhed by the fouthera Indian ocean ; to the north-weft of it lies 
the ifland of Sumatra j to the north, Borneo ; to the north-eaft, Celebes ; and to the 
eaft that of Bali: from which laft it is feparated by a narrow palfage, called the Straits 
of Bali. The arm of the fea which runs between Java and Sumatra, is known by 
the appellation of the Straits of Sunda. The length of this channel is, on the Su¬ 
matra fide, taken from the Flat Point, to Varkens, or Hog Point, fifteen German 
miles j and, on the Java fide, from the firft point, or Java Head, to the point of 
Bantam, full twenty. In the mouth of the Strait lies Prince’s Ifland, about a league 
and a half from the coaft of Java, and full fix leagues from that of Sumatra. 

Prince’s Ifland is low, and only about four leagues in circumference. It has, 
however, two hills, one at its eaft end, and the other a little more to the fouth, which 
make it vifible at a moderate diftance, efpecially the hill which lies at the eaft end, 
and which is accordingly called the high hill by navigators f. 

There is a ftone reef at its fouth-weft fide, which, according to the charts, ex¬ 
tends a league and a half out to fea, and is dangerous for the Ihips which pafs through 
the palfage between this ifland and Java. Prince’s Ifland is covered with trees, and 
affords an agreeable profpect to the palling feamen : it is inhabited by Jnvanefe, who 
fubfift by filhing. 

* A Dutch admiral. Tranflated by Mr. Wilcocks, who has added valuahle notes from various Dutch 
authors; London, 1798, 3 vols* $vo. 

The Englifh call it the Piket in Lieutenant Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour, there is a more 
ample account of this ifland. Tr. 
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, By the fituation of this ifland, at the entrance of the Straits of Sunda, are formed 
two paffages; the one, running between Prince’s Ifland and Java, has been called the 
Behouden, or Secured Paflage, and is made ufe of, for the moft part, by thofe fhips 
■which have to pafs the Straits during the fouth-eaft monfoon, in order that, failing 
clofe in with the fliore of Java, they may foon get within anchoring-depth, and not be 
in danger of being driven out to fea again by the currents, which at that time of the 
year let ftrongly out of the Straits to tile weftward. 

The other paflage, which is called by feamen, Het Groote Gat, or the Great Chan¬ 
nel, fometimes ferves alfo as an entrance to the Straits, during the fouth-eaft mon¬ 
foon ; but it is with the great eft difficulty, and after a continued ftruggling with the 
foush-eafterly winds, and the currents, that this can be effected; and it is notan 
unfrequent circumftance that five or fix weeks are fpent, in working up a diftance, 
which, in the weft monfoon, is often failed over, in twice as many hours. 

The Eaft India Company’s Ihip, Luxemburg, Captain Roem, affords an inftance 
hereof: Ihe failed on the 2d of June 1768, from the bay of Punto Gallo, and came 
in fight of the Flat Point of Sumatra, at the entrance of the Straits, on the 24th of 
July, but could not get upon the anchoring-ground, under the fhore of Java, till the 
21 ft of November. It was, however, remarkable, that the Ihip Torenvliet, which 
failed in company with the Luxemburg from Punto Gallo, reached Batavia full three 
months before her; and hence appears how much fometimes one Ihip is either a better 
failer or has better fortune than another, though feamanfhip and knowledge be upon 
an equal footing. 

Notwithftanding the difficulty of entering the ftraits on this fide, when thefe con¬ 
trary winds and currents are in force, yet almoft all the fliips which fall to leeward, 
upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as thofe which come from Surat, Malabar, 
Ceylon, Coromandel, Bengal, or other places in the weft of India, are obliged to 
pafs through this channel, as it is fcarcely poflible for them to reach the windward 
Ihore of Java, in the teeth of the fouth-eaft monfoon, and they therefore cannot avail 
of the other paflage. That this, however, is not wholly impracticable, appeared by 
the fhips the Young Lieven and the Afia, who in the month of June 177° effected 
it j yet fuch cafes are extremely rare. 

The entrance of the ftraits, on this fide, affords an uncommonly pleafing profpeft, 
near the Sumatran fliore. Firft, the Flat Point, which is low, and covered with trees, 
and behind it the majeftic mountains of Sumatra, rifing with a gradual afeent, and 
reaching to the clouds; a little more forward, the Keizers, or Emperor’s Ifland, lifts 
its high and fpiry fummit j farther on, the iflands Kraketau, Slybzee, and Pulo Bide, 
or the Iron Ifland, Ihew their mountains covered with ever-verdant woods. The op- 
pofite coaft of Java is not inferior to this, and improves continually in appearance, as 
you pafs along it, affording at the fame time good anchorage, which is not to be met 
with on the Sumatra fide. The numerous groves of cocoa-nut-palms, and the rice- 
fields in the back ground, give the moft pleafing ideas of the fertility of the foil. 

Twelve or thirteen leagues from Prince’s Ifland, in the narrowefl: part of the ftrait, 
and oppofite to Varkens, or Hog Point of Sumatra, lies an ifland that, on account of 
its fituation, exactly in the middle of the channel, has, with great propriety, obtained 
the name of Dwars in den Weg, Thwart the Way, or Middle Ifle. It is low, and of 
little extent, with fome fmall reefs, which ftretch out from it here and there. Like 
all the iflands in thefe feas, it is covered with wood, and, as far as 1 know, it is 
uninhabited. 

A ft rong 
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A flrong current runs through the paflages on either fide of this ifland during the 
whole year, fetting, with the prevailing ealterly or wefterly winds, either to the north- 
eaft or to the fouth-weft, although it fometimes happens that the current runs con¬ 
trary to the direction of the wind, for a fhort time. Between Dwars in den Weg and 
the coafl of Java, and farther on to the point of Bantam, there appears to be a fettled 
current, independent of the wind ; at leaft I found when, in the month of June, coming 
from Bengal with the (hip Cornelia Hillegonda, I lay at anchor, for a day and a half, 
in the bay of Anjer, over againft Dwars in den Weg, that the current changed its 
courfe to a contrary direction, twice in four-and-twenty hours ; that, however, which 
flowed towards the ftraits was full as flrong again as that which fet the oppofite way : 
the fouth-eaft monfoon was then at its height. I experienced the fame thing in the 
month of November of the fame year, with the fhip Huis ter Mye, though it was then 
in the latter end of the monfoon. 

Ships pafilng out through the ftraits of Sunda often anchor in the bay of Anjer, in 
order to take in their laft fupply of frefh water, from a rivulet which runs from the 
mountains into the fea at this place, clofe to a little grove of cocoa-nut trees. There is 
likewife a Javanefe village, which is under the jurifdiction of the King of Bantam, and 
which has erroneoufly been reckoned by fome travellers, among the large cities of Java, 
though it has nothing that can be confirmed into a town. 

Not far from this place there is an iflet or rock, entirely overgrown with brufliwood, 
which is called the Brabandfch-hoedje; and a little farther to the north a fimilar one, 
called the Toppers-hoedje * j this laft is fteep and bold, having fifty fathoms depth 
clofe to it. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company claim an abfolute fovereignty over the ftraits of 
Sunda, and this is acknowledged by all the other powers. The Company require the 
falute, and have the right of interdicting this paffage to all other nations, though 
they do not put their right in force t. This right is maintained as proceeding 
from the circumftance, that the land on both fides of the ftraits is tributary to the Com¬ 
pany ; viz. the kingdom of Bantam on the Java fhore, and on the other fide the land 
of Lampon, with that which lies farther weft ward, being conquered provinces belonging 
to Bantam. There is a refolution on this fubjedt of the council of India, and articles are 
included in the fecret orders, which are given to the Company’s fhips bound to the 
weft of India refpedling the falute to be required of the fhips of other nations j which 
order is not to be opened, unlefs they chance to meet with fuch. 

From Anjer to the point of Bantam the country appears in general with high moun¬ 
tains inland, and a foreland more level. From this point, which is the northermoft 
extremity of Java, the land declines to the fouth-eaft, and makes a deep bay ; and in 
the fartheft part of the bight is fituate the city of Bantam, of which I have already made 
lome mention, and fhall fay more refpecting it hereafter. 

From the point of Pontang, which forms the eaftern extremity of the bay of Bantam, 
as that which we have juft mentioned does the weftem, the land is every where very 
low ; yet there are high mountains inland, among which the Blue Mountain towers 
above the reft. Although this mountain lies at a great diflance, towards the fouth 

r Thefe fm all iHands are called the Cap and Hutton, by the Englilh navigators. Tr. 

t 1 kis claim has never been openly made by the Dutch, except indeed their putting fundry queftions 
to all ftrange (hips who pafs the ftraits, as circumltantially related in Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour, 
may be con it rued into fuch a claim ; and it would probably aot be allowed by the other nations who 
trade to India, if infilled upon. Tr. 
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fide of the ifland, and fouth-eaft from Batavia, yet it is feen before Bantam. It was 
formerly, as is related, a volcano, but nothing of this kind is at prefent perceivable. 

The navigation from this place to the road of Batavia, affords the mod agreeable 
profpefts, by the numerous fmall iflands, covered with perpetual verdure, which are 
lire wed, as it were along the fea. The anchoring-ground is every where very good, 
but there are many rocks, which are from ten to eighteen feet under water, and which 
fometimes occafion much damage to the veffels that do not carefully avoid them. The 
government of Batavia, however, have caufed buoys to be placed upon them, moored 
by heavy anchors ; and upon fome of them beacons are erefted; but when thefe are 
waflied away by the currents, the navigator mult avoid the rocks, by taking the bear¬ 
ings of the leveral iflands. 

The road of Batavia is juftly efteemed one of the bell in the world, as well with 
regard to the anchoring-ground, which confifts of a foft clay, as with regard to the 
fafety it affords to the lhips which anchor in it, and to the number which it can contain. 
Although the road is open from the north-weft to eaft-north-eaft and eaft, yet lhips lie as 
fecure and quiet as if they were landlocked, on account of the numerous iflands which 
lie on that fide, and break the force of the waves. Ships, therefore, are never obliged 
to moor ftem and ftern here ; and the current which runs within the iflands is not 
ftrong, but without them it is very violent. 

In the road, neareft to the town, lies a guardfhip, commonly called the admiral-fhip, 
with an enfign at the top, from which, both in the day and in the night, fuch fignals 
are made to the other lhips in the road as the commanding officer fliall think needful. 
For feveral years pall it has been regulated, that one of the captains of the lhips in the 
road, fhould keep guard on board this Ihip, in order that, in cafe of accident by fire 
or otherwife, there may be always fomebody at hand to give the neceffary directions, 
as the other captains of the veffels generally pals the night in the city. On fuch occa- 
fions, a fignal is made from the admiral-(hip to give information, in order that the 
neceffary affiftance be immediately fent from the Ihore. 

Before I fay any thing of Batavia, it will not be improper to relate how far the power 
of the Eaft India Company extends over the whole ifiand of Java. This is divided into 
four empires, or kingdoms, which are, either wholly or in part, fubjcCt to the domi¬ 
nions of the Company. 

The firft, to begin from tiie weft, is the kingdom of Bantam; this is governed by its 
own Kings, with full power of life and death over their fubjeas, yet they are tributary 
to the Company, paying a yearly acknowledgment of a hundred bhars of pepper, or 
thirty-feven thoufand five hundred pounds weight. Befide which there is a ftria engage¬ 
ment entered into by the King, not to fell any pepper, or any thing elfe of the produce 
of his country to other nations. It mu ft all be delivered to the Company, for a certain 
ftipulated price. And this does not folely regard the pepper produced in his dominions 
in Java, but like wife all that is grown in his other territories, his conquered provinces, 
fituated in the great illand of Borneo, and in Sumatra, which likewife yield much 
pepper j and the Company have accordingly relidencies eftabliflied, in the firft at 
Baniennafling, and in the laft at Lampon Toulabouwa, which ferve in the fame way 
as Fort Speelwyk does at Bantam, to enforce the fulfilment of the treaties, and to 

prevent a contraband trade. .... r 

The King of Bantam is alfo deprived of the power of appointing his own fucceffor, 
and the Company nominate one of the royal family to fucceed him, as latterly took 
:ar 1767. 

made on that occafion by Mr. Offenberg, ordinary counfellor of India, 

who 
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who was deputed thither from Batavia, to reprefent the united Dutch Eafl: India Com¬ 
pany, as lord paramount, appeared to me, from its peculiarity, well worthy of being 
literally inferted in this place, as tranflated out of the Malay, which was the language 
in which it was delivered, as follows : 

« His Excellency the Governor-general and the Honourable the Council of 
India, having thought fit and refolved to appoint me as their coramilTary plenipotentiary 
to the court of Bantam, in order, at the requeft of the King, to propofe and appoint His 
Majefty’s eldeft fon Pangorang (Prince) Gufti, as hereditary Prince, and fucceflor to 
the empire of Bantam ; and this delirable period being now arrived, in confequence I, 
the com miliary aforefaid, in the name and behalf of the general Eafl; India Company of 
the Netherlands, appoimihe faid Pangorang to be Pangorang Ratoo, or hereditary Prince, 
and heir to the crown and the whole empire of Bantam, by the title of Abul Mofagir 
Mohamed A!i Joudeen. 

“ The com miliary expects that the faid Pangorang Ratoo will, at all times, confider 
this his important promotion as a peculiar favour, and a great benefit conferred upon him 
by the Honourable Company, being adopted from this moment as the grandi'on of the 
Eafl: India Company of the Netherlands; and that he will henceforward, on all 
occafions and in all times, behave with integrity and gratitude towards them, obeying 
the commands of the Honourable Company, and of the King his father, during his 
whole life.’* 

After the appointment this harangue was again read, by order of the commifiary, 
in the Malay language, in the prefence of the King his father, of all the grandees of 
his court, and a number of the Company’s iervants, who had come from Batavia, and 
belonged to the retinue of the com miliary; and the ceremony concluded with the 
playing of gomgoms and other demonflrations of joy. 

The fecond empire in Java is that of Jaccatra, which is bounded to the eafl: by that 
of Cheribon, and to the weft by the kingdom of Bantam. Jaccatra was formerly 
governed by its own Kings, but the lad of thefe, having been fubdued by the arms of 
the Company in the year 1619, they have ever fince polTelled it, by the right of conqueft, 
as fovereigns. It is under the immediate government of the governor general and the 
council of India, and all the Javanefe of Jaccatra are therefore bom the Company’s 
fubje&s. Before this revolution Jaccatra was the capital of the empire, but Batavia, 
which is built very near the former, is now the chief place. 

The third empire is that of Cheribon. This is at prefent under the dominion of 
three difterent Princes, who are independent of the Company, and fovereigns in their 
refpective diftrifts. Yet they are their allies, and, in the fame manner as the King of 
Bantam, they are bound, by treaty, to fell all the produce of their territories exclufively 
to the Company, and not to permit any other nation than the Dutch to enter their 
dominions; for the due maintenance of which conditions the Company likewife take 
care to guard and garrifon their fea-ports. 

Thefe Princes would be the only ones in Java who poflefled not only nominal, but 
alfo real Sovereignty, were it not for the fituation of their dominions, which lie between 
Jaccatra and the empire of the Soefoehoenain, or Emperor of Java, who is alfo a 
dependent on the Company, of whom they mult of courfe ftand in awe, and whofe 
withes they mull in every refpeft obferve ; for if they do not, the Gompany make no 
fcruple of dethroning one Prince, and eftablilhing another in his Head. 

'I he Company exercifed their power in this refpefl:, in the commencement of the 
year 1769. One of thele Cheribon Princes, not treating his fubjefts well, was put 
under arreft, by orders from the council of India, and banilhed to the caflle Victoria in 
the illand of Amboyna } while another Prince of the Blood was elevated to the vacant 
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dignity, upon the condition, however, of his furailhing a certain annual fum of money 
for the fupport of his imprifoned predeceffor. 

The fourth empire is that of the Soefoehoenam, or Emperor of Java, which is often 
called Soefoehoenam Mataram, from the place of his refidence. This empire compre¬ 
hended of old the greateft part of the ifland : that of Cheribon once formed part of it, 
and it was then very powerful, but, fince our nation has been eftablifhed here, it has 
loft much of its Iuftre and importance. Yet it remained undivided till about the middle 
of the prefent century, when the Emperor, found himfelf fo much embarraffcd, in con- 
fequence of the rebellion of Manko Boeni, a Prince of the Blood, that he made a ceffion 
of his territories to the Company, who, in return, granted him the half back again as 
their vaffal, and promifed him their protection, engaging at the fame time never to make 
any one Emperor of Java who was not a Prince of the Imperial family. 

The empire being thus fplit into two parts, the other half w r as, in the lame manner, 
given to Manko Boeni, as the Company’s vaffal, under the title of Sultan, with the 
like promife of protection, and the like engagement, never to nominate any other than 
Princes of his family, as fucceflors to his dignity. This other half, therefore, confti- 
tutes the fifth empire of Java. 

To thefe may be added a fixth, though it does not properly belong to Java, being a 
feparate ifland, but dole to it. I mean the ifland and principality of Madura, which is 
divided from Java by a narrow ftrait. It is under the government of a Prince, who 
is equally a vaffal of the Company, who, on this account, aifo diipofe refpecting the 
fucceffion. 

All thefe Princes are under engagements (as has already been noticed with refpeCi: 
to Bantam and to Cheribon) to deliver the produce of their refpeCtive countries to the 
Company alone, and not to fell any of it to any other nation; likewife, not to enter 
into any connections or treaties with other powers ; and great care is taken to enforce 
thefe conditions by the Company, whofe numerous forts and garrifons along the whole 
north coaft of Java, render the contravention of them extremely difficult, if not wholly 
impoffible, to the native Princes. 

Were they, however, all to unite againft the Company, the latter would be in a very 
difagreeable predicament; but their mutual and unceafingjealoufies and animofities are 
fafeguards againft this. Though the Company’s government do not perhaps foment v 
yet they do not extinguifli the Haines of difcord j which being always kept fmoulder- 
ing, make one native Prince prevent whatever another may defign againft the Company, 
by giving them immediate advice thereof. 

It was likewife for very folid political reafons, that the empire of Java was allowed, or 
rather contrived, to be divided into two ftates; for fuch an extent of territory as it 
formerly comprehended, would always have made whoever was its foie mafter a dan¬ 
gerous neighbour to the Company, whereas being now under the dominion of two 
different men, who are likewife irreconcileable enemies, it is eafily kept in entire 
fubjeCHcn. 

CHAP. II. — Situation of Java, — Climate. — Land and Sea Winds, — Monfoons. — 
Thunder forms. — Rivers . — Productions . —* Pepper. — Rice. Sugar. — Coffee.— 

Cotton Tarn.—Salt. —Indigo . — Timber. —Fruits. — Faff Variety of them. — The 
Natives. — Their Character. — Drefs. — Cujioms . — Dwellings. — Food. — Diver- 

fans. — Religion. — Phyficians. — Agriculture. 

JAVA is fituated, as we have before obferved, to the fouth of the equator, in a 
climate, which was thought uninhabitable by the ancients, on account of the Jcorchmg 
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heat, which they believed rendered the land there fo arid and barren as to be unable to 
produce any thing for the fubfiftence of man. This opinion originated from their total 
ignorance refpefting the interior parts of Africa which lie between the tropics, as well 
as refpecting the Indies, and the great peninfula beyond the Ganges. The improve¬ 
ments of navigation, in modern times, have exploded this error, and proved that the 
lands near the equinoftial, far from being infertile and uninhabited, on the contrary, 
yield the palm in nothing to lefs torrid regions, and are able to feed full as many inha¬ 
bitants as the moil fertile country in the temperate climates, provided the land be but 
properly cultivated. 

The idea that the heat muft be utterly infupportable in thefe parts is not fo abfurd, 
for the fun is twice a year vertically over them, and its rays fhoot almoft always in a 
perpendicular line; fo that it would for certain be nearly as bad as was fuppofed, if 
nature herfelf did not come to their afliftance, by the refrelhing land and fea-breezes 
which blow here alternately throughout the year, and fo far moderate the heat as to 
make it bearable by moft men. As the rifrng and fetting of the fun is likewife always 
nearly at the fame hour, and fcavcely differing more than a few minutes, the long 
nights confequently cool the air fo much, that in the morning for an hour or two before 
day-break, it may be rather faid to be cold than warm, efpecially for fuch people as 
have refided here for fome time. 

From the month of July to November, which was the time of my Iaft ftay at Batavia, 
the thermometer of Fahrenheit was always, in the hotteft part of the day, between 
eighty-four and ninety degrees, excepting only one day when it rofe to ninety-two 
degrees; and in the greateft degree of coolnefs in the morning, it was feldom lower 
than feventy-fix degrees. This thermometer was placed ill the open air, in the city, 
jhaded both from the rays of the fun, and from their reflection. 

The barometer undergoes little or no variation, and ftands for a whole year at 
twenty-nine inches ten lines, as I was informed by the Rev. Mr. Mohr, who made 
daily annotations thereof. 

The warmth of the air decreafes greatly, on approaching the mountains, which lie to¬ 
wards the fouthern parts of the ifland. Credible people have allured me, that at the coun¬ 
try feat of the governor general, which is called Buitenzorg, (rural care), and is fituated 
full fixteen Dutch miles fouth from Batavia, at the foot of the Blue Mountains, the 
cold is fo great in the morning, that not only thick clothes are requilite, but it is 
difficult to become warm even with them *. 

The land and Tea-winds, of which mention has already been made, blow here every 
day, without exception. The fea-breeze, which in the eaft monfoon is generally con¬ 
fined between eaft-north-eaft and north, but in the weft monfoon runs as far as north- 
weft, and farther, begins to blow about eleven or twelve o’clock in the forenoon. 
It increafes in the afternoon by degrees, till the evening, and then dies gradually 
away, till about eight or nine o’clock it is perfectly calm. The land wind then 
begins at midnight, or juft before, and continues till an hour or two after funrife, 
when it generally again falls calm, till the fea-breeze comes on at its accuftomed 
hour. 

* Dr.Thunberg, who vifitedboth Buitenzorg 1 and the Blue Mountains, fays, that the climate there 
was very healthy and refrelhing, and the air, efpecially in the morning and evening, not only cool, 
but abfolutely cold, infomuch that, not having brought a great coat with him, he was “ chilled, 
and perfetliy ftuvered with the cold evening air, in a country that lies almoft direftly under the 
equator.” Tr. 
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The year is divided into two feafons, one of which is called the eaft monfoon *, or 
dry feafon, and the other the weft monfoon, or rainy feafon. 

The eaft, or good monfoon (goede mouffon), commences in the months of April and 
May, and ends in the latter end of September, or the beginning of October. The 
tradewinds then blow, about four or five leagues off fhore, and through the whole 
of the Indian feas, to the fouth of the line, from the fouth-eaft and eaft-fouth-eaft, at 
times, however, running as far as fouth-fouth-eaft, with fine dry weather, and a clear Iky. 

The weft, or bad monfoon (kwaade mouffon), generally begins in the latter end 
of November, or the beginning of December. The wind then often blows with great 
violence, and is accompanied by heavy torrents of rain, which render this feafon very 
unhealthy, and a time of the greateft mortality. The fame winds are likewife found 
to prevail every where to the fouth of the line. They continue to the latter end of 
February, or the beginning of March, and then are very variable, till April; in which 
month, as I was informed, the eafterly winds begin to blow: hence thefe months, 
as likewife October and part of November, are called the fhifting months ; and thefe 
times of the breaking up of the monfoons, are efteemed at Batavia, the mod un¬ 
healthy of all. 

It is very remarkable, that when the wefterly winds blow as far as nine or ten 
degrees to the fouth of the line, the contrary takes place, at the fame time, and to 
the fame difhnce, to the north of it; and vice vevfa , when the wefterly winds prevail 
to the north, the eafterly winds blow to the fouth of the line; which alternation is 
greatly helpful to the navigation weft ward of Java. 

For fome years part, it has been obferved at Batavia, that the commencement of the 
monfoons begins to be very uncertain, fo that, neither their beginning, nor their end, 
can be depended upon, with fo much certainty as formerly j the caul'e of which has 
not hitherto been difcovered. 

Thunder-ftorms are very frequent at Batavia, efpecially towards the conclufion of 
the monfoons, when they occur almoft every evening. They however, moftly pafs 
away without doing any damage. I have noticed in my journal the only two times, 
during my refidence there, that they did any; the one in the month of Auguft, 1769, 
when I was at the iftand Onruft, where the lightning fell upon the powder-magazine, 
wholly deftroying the tiled roof, while it fortunately happened, that there was no powder, 
at that time, in the magazine ; the other, when it ftruck the Ihip, the Admiral de 
Ruiter, in October, 1770 ; both which accidents were however unaccompanied by the 
deftru&ion of any perlon. 

To. the beft of my knowledge, there are no large rivers in Java, navigable by 
veffels of even a moderate burden, but there are many fmall ones, which flowing 
down from the mountains, in a northerly direction, run into the fea, all along 
the north coaft j they are however, moftly choaked up at the mouth, by fands, 
or mud-banks, which render their entrances, at low water, very difficult to the final- 
left veffels. 

On the bank, or bar, before Batavia, the flood rifes about fix feet, though at fpring- 
tides, as every where, it is more. High and low water, likewife, only occur once in 
four-and-twemy hours. 

* The word monfoon, (in Dutch, roouflon), is derived from mouflim, which, in the Malay language, 
fignifies feafon. See Valentyn, Bcfchryving van Ooll-Indic, vol. ii. p. 136. 

Mr MarfUen, in his hiftory of Sumatra, page 13, fays, that the word moofTcem, of which the term 
monfoon appears to be a corruption, fignifies a year, both in Arabic, and in Malay. Tg.. 
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The productions which the ifland yields, are confiderable, and of great importance 
to the company : more particularly for the laft thirty years, in which period the 
cultivation of coffee, and other articles, has been aifiduoufly profecuted and en¬ 
couraged. 

The chief produce is pepper, which is moftly grown in the weftem part of the 
ifland. This fpice is produced from a plant * of the vine kind, which twines its ten¬ 
drils round poles, or trees, like ivy or hops. The pepper corns grow in bunches, 
clofe to each other. They are firil green, but afterwards turn black. When dried, 
they are firft feparated from the dull, and partly from the outward membranous coat, 
by means of a kind of winnow, called a harp, and then laid up in warehoufes. This 
winnow or harp is an oblong frame, with a bottom of iron wire clofely twilled, fo 
that the pepper-corns cannot pafs through it; this is fet Hoping, and the ungarbled 
pepper rolling along it frees itfelf from mod of its impurities. 

The empire of Bantam, with its dependencies at Lampon, yields annually to the 
Company move than fix millions of pounds of this fpice. This pepper is efteemed the 
next befl to that which comes from the coail of Malabar. That from Palembang, of 
which like wife a very confiderable quantity is delivered to the Company, as well as 
that of Borneo, is of a much inferior quality f. 

The price for which Lhe King of Bantam is obliged to fell all the pepper, produced 
in his dominions, is fixed at fix rix-dollars, or fourteen gilders and eight ftivers per 
picol, of one hundred and twenty-five pounds J. 

It has been the opinion of many, that the white pepper is the fruit of a plant, dif- 
tin£t from that ivhich produces the black ; this, however, is no t the cafe; they are 
both the fame production j but the white is manufactured, by being laid in lime, 
which takes off its outer coat, and renders it whitiffi. This is done before the pepper 
is perfectly dry. 

Rice § is the fecond produft of Java, and is collected in large quantities, efpecially 
in the empire of Java Proper. It grows chiefly in low, fenny ground. After it has 
been Town, and has fliot up about two or three hand breadths, above the ground, it 
is tranfplanted by little bundles, of fix or more plants, in rows; then by the dam¬ 
ming up of the many rivulets, which abound in this country, the rice is inundated, in the 
rainy fealon, and kept under water, till the ftalks have attained fufficient ftrength ; when 
the land is drained, by opening the dams, and it is loon dried by the great heat of the fun. 

At the time of the rice harveft the fields have much the lame appearance as our 
wheat and barley-fields, and afford an equally rich feene of golden uniformity. 

The fickle is not ufed in reaping the rice, but inftead of it a fmall knife, with which 
the ftalk it cut, about a foot under the ear j this is done, one by one, and they are 
then bound into llieaves, the tenth of which is the reward of the mower. 

The paddee, which is the name given to the rice, whilft in the hulk ||, does not 
grow, like wheat and barley, in compact ears, but like oats, in loofe fpikes. It is not 

* Piper nigrum* 

1 " bee the quantities of the imports of pepper at Batavia, for one year, from all the fe places, in 
book iv l cnap. 1 of Mr* Sravoritms’s fecond voyage. Tr* 

J about twenty-two /hillings fterOng per hundred weight Englifh, or nearly twopence half* 

penny per pound. Tr. § Qryza fativa. 

[| I he, following, befidcs many others, are names applied to rice, in its different ftages of growth and 
preparation ; paddee, orginal name of the feed : ooflay, grain of lad feafon ; bunnee, the rice-plants- before 
tranipldnutioa j brafs, or bray, rice dripped of its hulk ; charroop* rice cleaned for boiling; nafTee, 
boded nee. &c, Tr. * 

threflied* 
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threfhed, to feparate it from the hulk, but ftamped in large wooden blocks, hollowed 
out; and the more it is ftamped the whiter it becomes when boiled. The native 
Indians, throughout the eaft, ufe this grain as bread, and as their principal food. 

Java has been called the granary of the eaft, on account of the immenfe quantity 
of rice which it produces. The other iflands in this neighbourhood, yield little or 
none, except Celebes, where enough is grown to provide likewife Atnboyna with this 
ftaff of life. 

In the year 1767, the quantity of feven thoufand lafts, or thirty-one millions of 
pounds of rice* was required, and furnifhed, for the confumption of Batavia, Ceylon, 
and Banda, from the ifland of Java. 

Sugar is likewife an article, which is produced in large quantities in Java, and 
brought to Batavia- The quantity of thirteen millions of pounds, manufactured in the 
year 1768 in the province of Jaccatra alone, is fufficient to fhew with what luxuriance 
the fugar-cane f flourishes here- Much of it is exported to the weft of India, to Surat 
and the coaft of Malabar, and the reft to Europe. Moft of the fugar-mills are kept 
and worked by Chinefe. 

A fourth production of the ifland is coffee. The plantations of it are, however, 
peculiarly confined to the provinces of Cheribon and Jaccatra. The tree \ which pro¬ 
duces this berry was firft introduced into Java in 1722, or 1723, under the govern¬ 
ment of the governor general Zwaardekroon, who greatly encouraged the culti¬ 
vation of it among the Javanefe, It is at prefent fo much multiplied, that in the 
year 1768, Jaccatra furniflied four millions four hundred and fixty-five thoufand five 
hundred pounds weight to the Company, who paid no more, according to the beft of 
my knowledge, than three rix* dollars and a half, or eight gilders eight frivers per 
picol, of a hundred and twenty-five pounds §. 

Cotton-yarn is likewife an important obje£f of trade, which Java furniflies to the 
Company. It is fpun by the Javanefe, from the cotton which is produced in great 
plenty in the interior parts. The province of Jaccatra yielded, in 1768, no more 
than one hundred and thirty-three picols, or fixteen thoufand two hundred and 
twenty-five pounds, which was one thoufand eight hundred and feventy-five pounds 
lefs than ought to have been delivered by the Indians, according to the quota impo* 
led upon them \ but this deficiency was occafirmed by a feafon of uncommon drought, 
by which die cotton-crop had been materially injured. 

Salt, much of which is brought from Rembang to Batavia, is equally an article 
of trade for the Company, who difpofe of it for a handfome profit at Sumatra's 
weft coaft* r 

^■ n °ther product of the country is Indigo, which is moftly fhipped to Europe. 
The culture of the plant which produces this dye || is profecuted with vigour in the 
province of Jaccatra. In the year 1768, the natives were affeffed at fix thoufand 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds, though they only furnifhed two thoufand eight 
hundred and feventy-five pounds. 


* thoufand tons, or two hundred and eighty thoufand cwt. Tr 

t batch arum offtcinarum. £ Coffea. 

i Mr. IStavorinus correfts this ftatement, with refpeft to the price, in his fecond voyatre where he 

C0rapa ! P ? idf ° r tbe C ° ffee was four ^oHare pe/picol, being 
Zm in the ram, five P Mce cwt; but other accounts make this article llan3 

SiuTnesSr b nr n \ v P \ Pper ’ tW 1 P en - halfpenny per pound, or about one pound two 
with the addition of the charges.* Tr^ * “ ^ ^ CulUTat01 ' s and the laft the invoice-value, being 

|| Indigofera tinftoria. 
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Large quantities of heavy timber are alfo brought from the north-eaft coaft of Java, 
to Batavia. This is not, in reality, a branch of trade for the company ; but it is of 
great importance for fiiip building, and other purpofes *. 

From all this, the great importance of this illand to the company, is very apparent. 
It produces fome of their moil confiderable articles of commerce, and provides the 
greateft part of their Indian poffeffions with food, not to fay any thing of the laft 
mentioned advantage, of furnifliing materials for Ihip building. 

The iiland is extremely abundant in fruit-bearing trees. In the firfl place, there 
is the cocoa-nut-palm f, which is well known. The furi-tree, which yields the palm- 
wine, or toddy. China-oranges of which there are two forts, one of a large, and 
the other of a fmaller fize. The tamarind-tree §, whofe fruit confifts in pods, con¬ 
taining the tamarind, a fpungy Jubilance, in which the beans or hones are inclofed. 
The pompelmoes, or Ihaddock |j, the fruit of which is one of the moll wholefome, 
on account of its refrelhing quality and tafte. 

Next the durioon, or drioon-tree ^[, the fruit of which is inclofed in a hard Ihell, 
of the fize of a man’s head, and fometimes larger; it has a moll difagreeable fmell, 
which is extremely offenfive to thofe who have never eat of it$ when once, however, 
the fruit is tailed, the loathing which its odour is apt to excite, is quickly overcome, 
and ule makes it, in the end, fo familiar, that it is generally preferred beyond all 
other fruits. It is a ftrong ftimulative, and is therefore much prized by the Chinefe. 
The furfak-tree **, has a fruit of a fimilar kind with the durioon, but it is not accom¬ 
panied by fuch a fetid fmell. 

The mango-tree tfj deferves equally to be noticed; its fruit, when ripe, has a thin, 
oblong lhape, and is about the fize of a goofe’s egg. Its coat is not thick, of a yellow 
colour, and foft. When peeled, it has aflefhy fubftance. Within, it is of an orange colour, 
like a melon, with which its flavour has likewife fome analogy ; but if the mango be 
a good one, it is much more delicious. In the centre, is a large kernel. When 
green, it is made into attjar J j; for this, the kernel is taken out, and the fpace filled 

* See the more ample account given of the articles of trade of Java, in bookiv* chap. 1* of Mr, 
Staverrmus’s fecond voyage. Tiw 

t Cocos tmcifera. J Citrus auranthim. § Tamarindus indica, 

II Citrus decumanus 5 the ihaddock is a large lemon, of the fixe of a child's head j the j uice is mode¬ 
rate! acid, and quenches thirii ; it is cooling, antifeptic and antifcorbutic, Tk, 

«j The botanical rank of the durioon though it is particularly noticed in Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour, 
as well as by Dr. Thunburg, teems not to have been yet a (certain ed ; the following account of the tree 
which produces it, from Marfden, may perhaps he helpful to the botanifl : 4t The tree is large and lofty ; 
the leaves are (mail in proportion, but in themfelves long and pointed* The bloloms grow in chillers, on 
the item and larger brunches* The petals are five, ot a yellowifti white, furrounding five bunches of 
ftamjna, each bunch containing about twelve, and each ftamen having four anthevss. The pointal is 
knobbed at top. When the ftamina and petals fall the empaleraent refembles a fungus, and is near 
the lhape of a Scotch-bonnet. The fruit is not unlike the bread fruit, but larger and rougher on the 
out fide.” It has by fome been confounded with the bread fruit* Dr. Thunburg fays, it is confidered 
as diuretic, aud fudonfic, and ferviceable in expelling wind* Tr* 

** This feemsto be the nanca, or jakes of Cooke, and the boa nanca (radermachia) of Thunburg ; 
or what is commonly called the jack, by the Englilh; at Batavia, it is generally of the fize of it large 
melon: its fmell fome what refembles that of mellow apples, mixed with garlic : the outer coat is covered 
with angular prickles, and contains a number of feeds, or kernels (which, when mailed, eat like chefnuis) 
inclofed in a nefhy fubftance, of a rich, but to ftrangers, too ftrong a flavour, but which gains upon 
the tafte* Tr. 

f f Mangifera indica. 

tt Articles preferred in vinegar, with pepper and other fpices, are called attjar; befides mangoes, the 
rind of melons, cucumbers, and in particular the aromatic roots of the bamboo tree, with various other 
roots, fruits and vegetables, are made into attjar, Tr, 
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up with ginger, pimento, and other fpicy ingredients, after which it is pickled in 
vinegar, and is fent to all parts, as prefents, or other wife. 

The mango-tanges, or mangolleen *, is efteemed the mod delicious fruit that is 
produced in the Indies. It is generally of the fize of an apple, and refembles a pome¬ 
granate in appearance, only it is larger and thicker, and its coat is not fo tough. The 
fruit, when dripped of the outward rind, appears like a little apple of a fnow-white hue, 
compofed of fix or feven lobes, of the fize of a joint of a finger, having a black done 
in the infide ; they are very foft and juicy, and their flavour is fo delightfully refrefh- 
ing that it is indefcribable. The tafle feemed to me to approach the neared to that of 
the peach, but it is rather more mellow to the tade. The tree which produces it 
is about the fize of a common plum-tree. I met with people who allured me, they 
had been cured of a dyfentery of long danding, by eating large quantities of this 
fruit; though others were of opinion that it produced a contrary effect The rind 
has a ffrong adringenl power, and might perhaps be ufed as a dye, for a fine deep red 
colour f. 

Lemon \ and lime-trees are here likewife in great plenty* There is alfo a certain 
fruit called katappa §, which is like our walnuts, but better taded. It grows upon a 
high tree, which affords an agreeable fliade, and is inclofed in a green hulk in which it 
lies in rolls, and is as white as milk. 

Pineapples || are produced in large quantities, and are therefore little edeemed at Ba¬ 
tavia j they are generally fold for the value of a diver (penny) a piece, and fometimes 
for lefs. 

Befides thefe, there are many other kinds of fruit produced upon the ifland, which 
are too numerous for me to mention hereof. 

The 

* Gavcmia manganofta. f The Chhiefe life the rind of the mangolleen for dying black, Tr, 

f Citrus medica. § Terminalia catappa, |[ Bramelia ananas, 

ij The fruits moll worthy of remark, befides the above, are the following ; the pifang, or bananas 
(mufa paradifiaea) of which there arc feveral forts, the bell, pifang radja, is a delicious and wholefome fruit, 
with a thin coat, and an inner pulpy part, which is fweetiih, and fdmewhat mealy ; it is eaten both raw, 
and drefted in various ways. The jamboo (eugenia malaccenfis), which is of a deep red colour, and oval 
fhape ; the largeft are not bigger than a fmall apple ; it is pleafant and cooling, though it has not much 
favour* The jamboo eyer-mauer (eugenia jambos), which both fmells and taftes like confer ve of rofes. 
The papaya (carica papaya), which is as large as a fmall melon, and the yellow pulp within, has nearly 
the fame taftc, The fweetfop (annona fquamofa), which con fids of a mafs of large kernels, from which 
the furrounding pulp, which is very fweet, and of a mealy nature, is fucked. The cuftard-appie (annona 
reticulata), which derives its Englifh name from the like nets which its white and rich pulp bears to a cuftard. 
The rambutan (nephelium leppaceum), which grows in large eluders r and very much refembles a chefnut 
with the hulk on ; the eatable part is fmall'in quantity, but its acid is rich and pleafant, and perhaps 
more agreeable than any other in the whole vegetable kingdom. The bilimbing (averrhoa belimb), the 
bilimb ingbefle (averrhoa carambola), and the cherimcllc {averrhoa acida), which are three fpecies of one 
genus, and though they differ in drape, are nearly the fame in tafte; the Hr ft is oblong, of the thickuefs of a 
finger, and fo four, that it cannot be eaten alone ; the bilimbing beffe, is an egg-like pentagonal fruit 
about the fize of a pear, and is the lead acid of the three; the laft is extremely acid, and of a fmall 
roundifh, irregular fhape, growing in clutters clofe to the branch, and containing each a finr T ] e f ee ^ . 
the^ aU make excellent pickles, and four fauce- The guava (pfidiura) which is well known in the Weft 
Indies, The boa bidarva ( rhamnus jujuba) which is a round yellow fruit, about the fize of a goofeberry - 
its flavour >4 like that of an apple, but it has the aftnngency of a crab. The nam-nam ( cyno met ra caul 
littoraj, which, in fhape fomewhat refembles a kidney ; it is about three inches long, and the outfide is very 
rough ; it is k\iom eaten raw. The fuhtul (trichilia) which, within a thick ikfn, contains kernels like 
thofe of the mangafteen, but which are both acid and aftringent. The madja (limoni) which contains 
under a hard brittle theU, a lightly acid pulp, which cannot be eaten without fugar. The falac (calamus 
rotang zalacea), which is the fruit of a pnedy bufti, and has a Angular appearance, being covered with 
feales, like thofe of a lizard ; it is nutritious and well tatted, in flavour fomewhat refemblinga ftrawberrv, 
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The native inhabitants are all commonly called Javanefe, whether they belong to the 
kingdom of Bantam, or to any other part of Java ; thofe of Madura bear the name of 
their ifland. They are of a middling fize, and in general well-proportioned, of a light 
brown colour, with a broad forehead, and a flattifli nofe, which has a fmall curve down¬ 
wards at the tip. Their hair is black, and is always kept fmooth and fiiimng^ with 
cocoa-nut-oil. They are in general proud and lazy, as well as cowardly. Iheir 
principal weapon is a kris, which is a kind of dagger, like a fmall fized coutcau de 
chajfe , and which they always carry with (hem. The handle or hilt is made of different 
materials more or lefs valuable, according to the wealth or dignity of the wearer. 
The blade is of well-hardened ft eel, of a Terpentine lhape, and thus capable of making 
a large and wide wound. It is often poifoned, and in that cafe caufes immediate 
death. Arrogant towards their inferiors, they are no lefs cringing with refpeft to their 
fuperiors, or whoever from whom they have any favour to expert. 

Their drefs confifts in a piece of cotton, which they wrap round the waift, and 
drawing it between the legs faften it behind. They are otherwife naked, except that 
they wear a fmall cap on the head. This is the drefs of the common people. Thofe 
of more conlideration wear a wide TVloorifh coat of flowered cotton, or other fluff, 
.and in general turbands, inftead of the little caps. They fuffer no hair but that of the 
head to grow, and eradicate it carefully wherever it appears elfewhere. 

The drefs of the women is little better than that of die men ; it confifts in a piece 
of cotton-cloth, which they call faron, and which wrapping round the body, juft.covers 
the bofom under which it is fattened, and hangs down to the knees, and fometimes to 
the ancles; the fhoulders and part of the back remain uncovered. The hair of the 
head, which they wear very long, is turned up and twitted round the head like a fillet, 
fattened with long bodkins of different forts of wood, tortoifefhell, filver, or gold, 
according to the rank or wealth of the lady. This head-drefs is called a conde, and 
is alfo in vogue among the Batavian ladies. It is often likewife adorned with a variety 
of flowers. 

Bo th men and women are very fond of bathing, efpecially in the morning. The 
children of both fexes go entirely naked, till about eight or nine years of age. Twelve 
or thirteen is their age of puberty. 

The Javanefe are polygamifts ; they marry as many wives as they can maintain, and 
take their female flaves befides for concubines. This, however, of courfe does not 
take place with the common people, who mutt be content with one wife, becaufe they 
cannot afford to keep more. The women are proportionally more comely than the 
men, and they are very fond of white men. They are jealous in the extreme, and 
know how to make an European, with whom they have had a love affair, and who 
proves inconftant, dearly repent both his incontinence and his ficklenefs by adminif- 
tering certain drugs to him, by which he is difqualified from the repetition of either. 
People of the utmoft credibility at Batavia, have related to me too many examples of 
this refinement of female revenge to render the circumftance at all doubtful. 


The fokke fokkes (foianum melongena], which is of a purple blue colour, in fhape like a pear, and of 
various fizes; it has an agreeable tafte when boiled. Watermelons (arbufes), which are in great plenty, 
and very good. Grapes, melons, pumpkins, pomegranates, and figs, appear to be the only Eui opean 
fruits to he met with at Batavia j though llrawbemes, and fome others are faid to thrive in the intei lor 
parts of the country, Tr. 
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Their dwellings may with greater propriety be called huts than houfes, They arc 
conftrudted of fplit bamboos, interlaced or matted, plaiftered with clay and covered 
with attap, or the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree. The entrance is low, and is without a 
door or ihutter. The whole houfe ufually confifts of but one apartment, in which, 
huiband, wife, children, and fometimes their poultry, of which they keep a great 
many, pig together on the ground. They always choofe a fhady place to build in, or 
plant trees all round. Such as poflefsmore property, are provided with a little more 
comfort and convenience ; but it is always in a wretched paltry manner. 

Their chief food is boiled rice with a little fifli, and their drink water. They do 
not, however, reject a little arrack, when they can obtain it. They are almoft con¬ 
tinually chewing betel, or pinang, and likewife a fort of tobacco produced here, and 
therefore denominated Java tobacco, which they alfo frnoke through pipes made^ of 
reed ; they fometimes put opium into their pipes with the tobacco, in order to invigo¬ 
rate their fpirits, but the continual ufe of it rather deadens them ; I faw fame who 
had been too immoderate in this indulgence, who fat like flatues with open fixed eyes, 
and fpeechiefs. 

They have no tables or chairs; but fit upon the ground, or upon mats, with their 
legs eroded under them, They do not either make ufe of any knives, forks, or fpoons, 
but eat with their fingers. 

I hey have a certain kind of mufical inftruments, called gomgoms, confiding in 
hollow iron bowls, of various fixes and tones, upon which a man llrikes with an iron, 
or wooden ftick, which do not make a difagreeable harmony, and are not unlike a fet 
of bells. 

I hey are very fond of cock-fighting, for which they keep a peculiar breed. Though 
they may be ever fo poor, they will fooner difpofe of every other part of their pro¬ 
perty, than fell their game-cocks. They are, befides, obliged to pay a tax to the com¬ 
pany for thefe fowls ; and this duty is yearly farmed at Batavia, and forms part of the 
revenues of the province of Jaccatra.^ In the year 1770, it amounted to four hundred 
and twenty gilders per month * ; it is, however, only in that province that they are 
liable to it, 

A kind of tennis-play Is alfo a favourite diverfion among them, and they are very 
handy and dexterous at it. They ftrike the ball with their feet, knees, or elbows, 
whither they chufe, and receive it back, thus keeping it for fame time in continual mo¬ 
tion, without its touching the ground : the ball is generally of the fixe of a man’s head, 
hollow, and made of matted reeds. 

Their manner of falutation confifts in touching the forehead with the right hand, 
accompanied by a flight inclination of the body. 

. _ Th f Mahometan religion is predominant over the whole ifland. It is faid, that far 
inland, over the mountains, towards the fouth fide of the ifland, there are /till fome 
of the aboriginal idolatrous natives to be met with. Mofques, or places of prayer of 
t e ahomedans, are erefted all over the ifland ; there is a very famous one near 
V enbon, but I did not fee it. ^ They are very particular and nice about the tombs of 
their faints, and will fuffer nothing unbecoming to be done upon or near them ; an in- 
itance of which has been already related. 

I hey have both male and female phylicians, who have been known to eflFe& very 
lmpnlmg cures, by means of their knowledge of the medicinal and vulnerary herbs', 

* About 351,1 os. or 42 61 . per annum. Tr. 


produced 




^ J//r (''J/u/trA r. <v/ ^ 4 )////< 


// /*/</ < 


Y* 


7-JW-j 



















































ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA. 


T 73 


produced in their country. They have fometimes greater pra&ice among the Euro¬ 
peans at Batavia, than thofe phyficians who have been regularly bred and come over 
from Europe; yet they have no knowledge whatever of anatomy. Much friftion of 
the affe&ed parts is one of their chief means of cure. This is done with two fingers 
of the right hand, which are preffed down by the left, and paffed continually down¬ 
wards, after having firfl: anointed the part with water mixed with fine ground wood, 
or with oil. 

For the purpofes of agriculture, they ufe buffaloes inftead of horfes, though there 
are enough of the laft, but of a diminutive fize. Thefe buffaloes are very large ani¬ 
mals, bigger and heavier than our largeft oxen, furniflied with great ears, and horns 
which project ftraight forward, and are bent inwards. A hole is bored through the 
cartilage of the nofe, and thefe huge animals are guided by a cord which is paffed 
through it. They are generally of an afh-grey colour, and have little eyes. They 
are fo°accuftomed to be conducted three times a-day into the water to cool themfelves, 
that without it they cannot be brought to work. The female gives milk, but it is little 
valued by the Europeans, on account of its acrimonious nature. 


CHAP. III. — Batavia. — The River of Jaecatra. — The Water-fort. — The Bar at 
the Mouth of the River. — The Cajlle. —Buildings in and near it. — Walls of the 

City. _ Gates. — Admiralty-wharf — Quarter for the Workmen. — Churches. — 

Houfes. — Chinefe Houfes .— Maffacre of the Cbinefe , in 1740 .—AJfeffment on 
Rents *'— Bank of Batavia* ' Suburbs* —- The Chincfs Catnpou* Ch&raStc? of th& 
Chinefe. — Their Appearance. — Drefs. — Religion. Temples. Divination. ~ 
Tombs. — Environs of Batavia. — Roads. — Streets. 

THE city of Batavia, ftyled by our own and foreign travellers, who have formerly 
vifited it, the queen of the eaft, on account of the beauty of its buildings, and the 
immenfe trade which it carries on, is fituated very near the fea, in a fertile plain, m 
the kindom of Jaecatra, upon the river of that name, which running through the 
middle of the town divides it into two parts. To the north of the city is the iea- 
Ihore: behind it to the fouth, the land rifes with a gentle and fcarcely perceptible 
acclivity up to the mountains, which lie fifteen or fixteen Dutch miles, or leagues in¬ 
land : one of thefe, which is very high, bears the name of the Blue Mountain. 

The fingular circumftances, which gave rife to the building of this city, are too well 
known in biftory, and too circumftantially related by Valentyn, that I Ihould repeat 
them here *. I ftiall only make mention of fuch changes, as have taken place in the 
city, fince the time his work was written (1726); at leaft, in fo far as I had occzhon 
to obferve them. 


* The befl account in the Englifli language of the foundation and rife of Batavia, is to be found in the 
Modern Uuirerfal Hiftory, vol, x. page 304, See. This is compiled from Vaienty.i’s great work, entitle.. 
Olid en Nicuw Oolt-Indie, and from other Dutch writers. It was in 1619, that the governor gen 
John Pieterfen Coen, took the town of Jaecatra, which he m a great meafure deftroyed, and founde^-n- 
other city, not exactly on the fame fpot, but very near it, to which he gave the name of B £ av ‘ a ^"S£ 
it is fa id/that he much wifhed to have called it New Horn, from the place ot his naU’nty, Horn ^ ^ 
Holland. Although then an inconfiderable place 111 point of ftrength and beauty, he e - 
capital oi the Dutch fetlements in India ; his choice of the fituat.cn was fo his p tegg* 
trived, and every thing throve fo fall under his care, that Batavia rofe with unparaleLd 
magn licence and importance which have rendered it both the admiration and th< d ^ fcr thefe 

cailern nations of the Indies ; and which ftill dazzle and overawe them, although * ) 

laft fifty years greatly declined both as to opulence and population* 1 
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to be met with at Batavia. It was built under the government of Baron Van Imhof, 
as appears by an infcription over the gateway* and forms no trifling embellifhment of 
the city. 

On the left fide of the gate is a large building* which ferves as a corps-de-garde, 
having in front a long gallery, refting upon a row of pillars. A captain's guard of 
grenadiers are generally polled here. . ^ 

On the weft fide of the fquare ftand the Company’s artillery-hcufe, and the difpen- 
fary, or provifi on-magazine, both of which reach behind to the river fide, fo that the 
goods are taken in and out of the lighters with the greateft eafe. This is an ad¬ 
vantage which is poffeffed by almoft all the Company’s warehoufes and repofitories in 
Batavia. 

On the oppofite fide is the iron magazine, and what is termed the grafs plat, being 
the place of execution for criminals : this is an artificial fquare eminence, upon which 
there is a gallows and fome pofts, behind it is a fmall building with windows, looking 
towards the place of execution, whence the counfellors of juftice behold the completion 
of their fentences*. 

There a number of pieces of artillery, both iron and brafs, and of all forts and fizes, 
together with other warlike implements, ranged upon the plain. Any one may ride 
through the gate we have juft mentioned as far as the drawbridge of the caftle, but not 
over it, unlefs he have the rank of fenior merchant, or higher. 

The city is encircled by a wall of coral rock f, defended by twenty-two baftions, or 
bulwarks, all provided with artillery, and furrounded by a broad moat, in which there 
is feldom any want of water, that being conveyed into it out of the river. 

Batavia has five gates ; one at the call fide, which is called the Rotterdam gate ; 
two to the fouth, the New gate, and the Dieft gate $ one to the weft, the Utrecht gate ; 
and one on the north fide, to the weft of the river, called the Square gate. 

Near to the lad-mentioned gate, and oppofite to the caftle, is the admiralty wharf ; 
and not far off, the warehoufes for naval flares, as likewlfe the workfhops of the car¬ 
penters, coopers, fail-makers, and ftniths, with other offices that relate to the fhipping. 
Here are alfo the houfes of the commandants, and comptrollers of equipment, who 
were formerly obliged to refide upon the wharf \ but for fome years paft this regu¬ 
lation has not been obferved, and they now live in other and more pleafant parts of 
the town. 

In the fouth-eaft corner of the city, clofe to the ramparts, lies what is called the 
Ambagtfkwarrier, or the workmen's quarter, in which all the mechanics and labourers 
who are employed by the Company in their buildings, have their abode. The journey¬ 
men work here under mailers of their refpe£tive tildes, carpenters, fmiths, plumbers, 
braziers, mafons, and others, who are ail accountable to the chief of the quarter, who 
is called fabriek, or head workman, and has generally the rank of merchant. Befides 
a ^reat number of Europeans who are employed here there are full a thoufand Haves 
who belong to this quarter, by which the Company incurs an enormous expence, with 
little benefit from their labour, which generally turns to the advantage of individual 
members of the government. 

* It is cuftotnary throughout Holland, and its dependencies, for the magi ft rates, or judges, who 
have patted fenttnee upon criminals, to prefide at the execution of it* This is in Europe generally 
done upon fome oplace before their town-halls, from the windows of which the magiftrates, drefled in 
their robes of ceremony, behold the execution* Tit* 

t ^ir George StaunUn fays, that part of the town-wall is conftmdted of lava, which is of a dark blue 
colour, of a very hard, de^fe texture, emits a metallic found, and refembles very much fome of the lava 
ofVefuvius* Tiu 
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There are three churches for the reformed religion within the city, in which fervice 
is performed in the Dutch, Portuguefe, and Malay languages* and one without the 
gates* which is called the outer Portuguefe church, Befuies thefe, there is a Lutheran 
church* which was built during the government of Baron Van Imhof, not far from the 
caftle ; this laft is provided with a fine organ, and a very handfome pulpit* 

The town-hall and other public buildings are circumftantially defcribedby Yalentyn, 
and I fhall not, therefore, make further mention of them* 

The houfes at Batavia are moftly of brick, run up in a light and airy manner, and 
ftuccoed on the outfide, with fafli windows. Within they are almoft all built upon a 
fnnilar plan, the fronts being in general narrow, though there are a few that are more 
extended. 

On entering the door there is a narrow paffage, and on one fide a parlour ; then you 
come into a large and long room, that receives its light from an inner court, which 
trenches upon this apartment, and renders its form irregular. This is called the gal¬ 
lery, and is the place where the family ufually live and dine. The floors are of large, 
fquare, dark red (tones. No hangings are to be feen, but the walls are neatly ftuccoed 
and whitened. The furniture confifts in fame arm-chairs, two or three fofas, and a 
great many looking-glaftes, which the Europeans in thefe regions are very fond of. 
Several chandeliers and lamps are hung in a row, along, the length of the gallery, 
which are lit up in the evening. The flairs leading to the upper rooms are generally 
at the end of this apartment. Six or feven fteps up there is one which flands over the 
ftore-room, or cellar, in which the flock of wine, beer, butter, &c. is kept. Up flairs 
the houfes are diflributed almoft fimilarly as below. They are, in general, but poorly 
provided with furniture, and the fetting out of rooms in order is not fo much in vogue 
here as in Holland : nothing is added that is fuperfluous, or more than is wanted for 
ufe. Behind the gallery are the lodgings for the flaves, the kitchen, &c. There are 
but few houfes which have gardens, contrary to what Salmon erroneoufly afterts in his 
“ Prefent State of ail Nations and there are not even the leaf! veftiges left of there 
having ever been gardens behind the houfes. In feveral the windows are clofed with a 
lattice-work of rattans, in the room of being glazed, for the fake of air. 

The above relates only to the houfes of Europeans, which are the greateft in number. 
The few Chinefe who live at prefent within the city have very wretched houfes, the 
infide of w r hich is very irregularly diflributed. Moft of them dwell in the fouthern. 
and weftern fuburbs, which are called the Chinefe Campon* Before the revolt of the 
year 1740, they had the beft quarter of the city allotted to them, to the weft: of the 
great river; but when, in that commotion, all their houfes were burnt to the gimind*, 

the 

* Several relations have been given to tin? public, at different times, oF the horrid t ran fa ft ion here 
alluded to ; of which the moil cireumftantial is in the Modem Umverfal Hiilory, b, xiv* chap. 7. No 
two, however,^ agree; and. the following account, extrafted from a very recent and intelligent Dutch 
writer. Ary Huyfers, who was long ref dent at Batavia, may therefore not be unacceptable. It Is to be 
found in his Life of Reinier de Klerk, 1788 .—** A little before the perpetration of this maffacre, feveral 
thoufand Chinefe adventurers and fortune hunters had reforted to Batavia, allured by the profperity of their 
countrymen already fettled there. The great number of thefe new coloniff s, together with the robberies and 
murders which were committed by them, excited no little degree of jnifc apprehenfion* The famous Van 
Imhof, who was at that time a member of the council, propofed, in order to get rid of thefe ufelefs and 
dangerous new-comers that every Chinefe who could not prove that he had an honeii livelihood fhould 
be feized and tranfported to Ceylon, there to be employed in mining, or other labour for the fervice of the 
Company. This advice was approved of, and immediately followed* A great number of Chinefe were 
feized, and put in irons j but imprudently feveral Chinefe of property were fecured by the under-officers, 
vol* xi. A A charged 
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the whole quarter was made into a paffar, or market, where, at prefent, all kinds of 

^ r ™>>y * rr h r f %r“:,r 

a month's rent. This money is expended in dragging and cleanfmg the canals, and 
Repairing the townhall, and other buildings belonging to the city Pernnflion muft 
be requeued every year, of the Company’s government to levy this affefiment, m 

behalf of the citv, which is feldom refufed. 

The houfes arc not let by the year, but by the month; the rente rnn from five to 
forty rbc-dollars per month. A good houfe, in an agreeable fituanon, may lx. hired 

for twenty or twenty-five rix-dollars *. .... r 1 

The churches are repaired out of the duties levied upon funerals. _ 

A bank of circulation, has been eftablilhed here for fome years, which is united with 
the lombard, or bank for lending money on pledges. It is under the adc ™“™ IO “ " 
a direftor, who is generally a counfellor of India, two commiffanes, a calhie , 

A fee offfive rix-dollars is given at the opening of an account, and ftamped bank- 
bills, figned by the director and commifiaries, are delivered for the money placed m 


charged with the execution of the order, and were only liberated on paying large fums of J ~ 

occafioned great murmuring*. and led the reft of the nation to credit a report which was fp.ead abroad 
that thofe who were unable to pay would be drowned or otherwife put to death. They in c ° ^q ue c 
retired by thoufands from the city, towards the interior parts, and lengthened themfehes fo mu , 
render the fate of Batavia itfelf precarious. In this dilemma, the council hr ft offered an amnefty to the 
difcontented Chinefe, but this they rejefted with fcorn : and purpofing to exterminate the whole Cbnfttan 
fettlement, began by ravaging the country in the wildell manner, burning the War-works, and marching 
down^^the gates of thcecity. Here, however, they met with a fevere rebuff 

inhabitants united in repelling them, and drove the rebel, back again into the ^ 

commotion 1 the Chinefe who refided within the town kept themfelves perfe&iy quiet; and m order that 
thefe innocent people might not be expofed to infult, the government iftued an order, prahib g 
from leaving their honfea after fix o'clock in the evening, and ordering them to keep thu doors (hut. 
This prudent precaution was not, however, fufficient to protea them from the Fury Qt the irritate - 
diery and failors who were in the city, and had witneffed the devaluations of the Chinefe without the gates. 
On a hidden, and unexpe&edly, an infUn taneous ciy of murder and horror refounded through the town, 
and the moft difmal fcene of barbarity and rapine prefented itfelf on all fides* All the Chinefe, without 
diflinaion, men, women, and children, were put to the fword. Neither pregnant women, nor lucking 
infants, were feared by the relentlefe aflhffin* The prifonera in chains, about a hundred in number, were 
at the fame time flaughtered like fheep. European citizens, to whom fome of the wealthy Chineie had 
fled for fafety, violating every principle of humanity and morality, delivered them up to their iangumary 
pur fliers, and embezzled the property confided to them. In fhort, all the Chinefe, guilty and innocent, 
were exterminated. And whence did the barbarous order, by which they i offered, emanate . Here a 
veil has induftrioufly been drawn, and the truth will probably never be known with certainty* The go¬ 
vernor-general Valkenier, and his brother-in-law Helvetius, were accufed by the public voice of directing 
the mafiacre, but it was never proved upon them.” It is remarkable, that when YaLcemcr was afterwards 
condemned to imprifemment for life, at Batavia, among the numerous charges brought qyainfl him for maj- 
adminiftration during his government, no notice was taken of his prefumed in ft rumen taut y in this dreadful 
maflacre. Much apprehenfion was entertained that this occurrence would excite the indignation of the Em¬ 
peror of China, and deputies were font to him the following year to apologize for the meafure* ± be letter 
written to the emperor on the occafion, is given at length by Huyfers : the only remarkable circ urn ft ance in 
which it differs from the above relation is the allegation, that fome Chinefe within the city had let fire to it 
in different places, and were preparing to rife upon the Europeans ; but the extermination of the innocent 
with the guilty is acknowledged, and attempted to be excufed on the plea of nectffity, Thefe deputies 
were agreeably ferprifed on finding that the emperor calmly aufwered, that “ he was little felicitous for 
the fate of unworthy fubjeas, who, in the purfuit of lucre, had quitted their country, and abandoned 
the tombs of their ancestors.” Tr. 

9 a rkdolhr at Batavia is worth forty-eight flivers, or about four millings and fourpence fterbng. 1 R* 
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the bank. Its capital is computed to amount to between two and three millions of 
rix-dollars *. 

The fuburbs of Batavia are remarkable, on account of their confiderable extent, 
uncommon pleafantnefs, and great population. They are inhabited by Indians of 
various nations, and by fome Europeans. The Chinefe quarter is the moll populous 
of all, and feems itfelf a city, with numerous ftreets; yet their houfes are mean, 
and little. It is crowed with fhops, containing all kinds of goods, as well thofe of 
their own manufacture, and fuch as they receive annually from China, as what they 
buy up of thofe imported from Europe. The number of the Chinefe, who live both 
within and without the walls of the city, cannot be determined with precifion ; but it 
muft be very confiderable, as the Company receive a poll-tax from them of more than 
forty thoufand rix-dollars. 

Every Chinefe, who has a profeffion, is obliged to pay a monthly poll-tax of half a 
ducatoon t; women, children, and thofe who have no trade, are exempted from the 
tax; fo that their number can only be gueffed at. They are under a chief of their 
own nation, who is known by the appellation of Chinefe Captain ; he lives within 
the walls, and has fix lieutenants under him, in different diftriCts. A flag is hoi [led 
at his door, on the firft or fecond day in every month, and the Chinefe liable to the 
tax are then obliged to come to him to pay it. 

Like the Jews in Europe, they very are cunning in trade, both in the Iargeft dealings 
and in the moft trifling pedlery. They are fo defirous of money, that a Chinefe will 
run three times from one end of the city to the other, if he have but the profpeCl of 
gaining one penny. In doing any bufinefs with them, the greateft care mull be taken 
to avoid being cheated. 

Their ftature is rather fliort than tall, and they are in general tolerably fquare. 
They are not lo brown as the Javanefe. They fliave their heads all round, leaving a 
bunch of hair on the middle of the crown, which is twitted with a ribbon, and hangs 
down the back. Their drefs confifts in a long robe of nankeen, or thin filk, with 
wide fleeves, and under it they wear drawers of the fame which cover their legs. 

In every houfe, there is a niche or place, where the image is hung up, of one of 
their jooftjes, or idols, painted on Chinefe paper. Before it they keep one or more 
lamps always bunting, as alfo a kind of incenfe, which is made into little thin tapers. 
This idol is generally depicted as an old man, with a fquare cap upon his head, and 
a female, defigned for his wife, next to him. About an hour’s walk out of the city, 
juft beyond Eort Ansjol, they have a temple, (landing in a grove of cocoa-nut-trees, 
by the fide of a rivulet, and in the midft of a mofl pleafant fcenery. The building 
is about twenty feet in length, and twelve or thirteen in breadth. The entrance is 
through a railing, into a fmall area, and then into a hall, behind which is the fan£tuary. 
In the middle, juft within the door is a large altar, on which tapers, made of red wax, 
are kept burning, night and day. There is alfo an image of a lion richly gilt. In a 
niche behind the altar, are representations of an old man and woman, both with 
crowns upon their heads, and about two feet in height, which are their idols; and 
as they look upon their jooftje to be an evil fpirit, they continually fupplicate him not 
to do them any harm. In their adorations, they proftrate themfelves before him, and 
endeavour to exprefs the awe and reverence they entertain, by ftriking their head 
continually againll the ground. 

* Or between four hundred and thirty-five thoufand and fix hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
fterling. Tr. 

f A ducatoon is fixty.fix ilivers, or fix (hillings fterliug, Tr. 
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They likewife confult their idol when they are about any important undertaking. 
This divination is done by means of two fmall longitudinal pieces of wood, flat on 
one fide, and round on the other* They hold thefe with the flat fldes towards each 
other, and then letting them fall on the ground, augur of the effect of their prayers, 
and the good or bad refuk of their purpofed enterprize, by the manner in which they 
lie, with the round or flat Tides upwards* If the prefage be favourable, they offer a 
wax-candle to their god, which the prieft, or bonze, who attends at the temple, 
immediately turns into ready money. 

In this temple, I favv a Chinefe, who let thefe little flicks fall, above twenty times 
before they promifed him fuccefs : he feemcd to be but very little plea fed with thefe 
repeated evil prognoftications, and fliaking his head at every time* with a moft dif- 
contented look, he threw himfelf upon the ground, and thumped his head againft it, 
till at la ft, the omen proved agreeable to his willies ; and he then joyfully lighted a 
thick wax-candle, and placed it upon the altar of hisjooftje* 

Eefides this temple, the Chinefe have feveral others, which are tolerated by the 
government; but it is worthy of obfervation, that whilft the practice of the moft 
abominable idolatry is allowed, the exercife of the Roman Catholic religion is obftU 
ntttely prohibited. 

The Chinefe are of a very Iuftful temper* They are accufed of the moft deteftabie 
violations of the laws of nature ; and it is even faid, that they keep fwine in their 
houfes, for ptirpofes the moft fhameful and repugnant. 

Their tombs, on which they expend a great deal of money, are partly built above, 
and partly under ground. They are arched over. The entrance, which is made like 
a doorway, is clofed with a large ftone, covered with engraved Chinefe letters. They 
are to be feen in great numbers, about half an hour’s walk from Batavia, on the road 
to Jaccatra* 

They vifit the graves of their anceftors and relations, from time to time: they ftrew 
them with odoriferous flowers \ and when they depart, they leave a few fmall pieces of 
filk or linen before the entrance, and fometimes boiled rice, or other victuals * 
which is fpeedily made away with at night. 

The environs at Batavia are very pleafant, and are almoft every where interfered 
with rivulets, by which the circumjacent rice plantations are inundated, and fertilized 
in the proper feafon. 

There are five principal roads, which lead from the city towards the country, and 
which are all planted with high and fhady trees* 

That which runs to the eaftward, to Ansjol and the feacoaft, is laid along the fide of 
a rivulet, the ftream of which running down an imperceptible dope is very flow, 
which makes it referable the canals for inland navigation in Holland, Both fides of it 
are adorned with gardens j but they are beginning to be neglected, fave one or two 
belonging to the director general* 

At no great diflance from the fea-fhore, whither this road finally leads, there is an 
oyfter-bed; and on the beach (lands a houfe of entertainment, which is reforted to by 
the Europeans for the purpofe of eating this ihell-fifh. 

The fecond road has the appellation of the mango-doa, from its having been for¬ 
merly planted with a double row of mango-trees. This runs more fouth than the for¬ 
mer one, and farther inland. Along this road there are likewife many gardens, but 
they are none of them fo fplendid and pleafant as thofe which border and embellifh 
the road to Jaccatra: for there the fineft picture that can be conceived prefents 
itfelf to the delighted eye, both with refpeft to the grandeur of the buildings and 
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the elegance of the grounds. Moft of the houfes belonging to them, have their 
fronts towards the road, and from the back rooms they have a prolped of the river of 
Jaccatra. 

This road is nearly two hundred feet broad, and is clofely planted with trees. I 
do not know that I ever beheld a more delightful avenue. It terminates at a fmall 
fort, which is called Jaccatra, lituated about half a Dutch mile from Batavia, and 
though the road is continued thence to Weltevreeden, the country-feat of the governor 
general, and beyond it farther into the country, it affumes, on the other fide of 
Jaccatra, the name of Goenong Sari. 

The fourth is called the Molenvliet, or mill-drain, becaufe part of the water of the 
great or Jaccatra river is diverted through a channel, along this road, for the purpofe 
of turning a powder-mill, which hands fcarcely ten minutes walk from the city. The 
road leads along the canal for full half a Dutch mile up the country, and is equally 
adorned on both lides with handfome houfes and pleafant gardens. It then proceeds 
to Tanabang, where a large market is held every Saturday, for all kinds of provifions, 
which are brought thither from the interior parts. 

The fifth road leads through the Chinefe Campon, alfo along a river, to Fort Ankay, 
and is, in like manner, bordered on both fides with gardens. 

None of thefe roads nor any of the flreets in the city are paved; the ground 
confifts of a hard clay, which is made very fmooth and plain; only in the city, along 
the fides of the ftreets, by the houfes are Hone footpaths of about three or four feet 
in breadth *. 

CHAP. IV. —Government of Batavia—Council of India — Governor-General—.Direftor- 
General—Counfellors of India—Council of Jujlice — Board of Scbeepens — Punijhments 
— Impalement—Mucks ■— Orphan Chamber — Society for the Opium Trade—Chief of 
the Marine — Commandant and Upper Comptroller of Equipment — Vice Commandant —• 
Military — Militia — Of Ranks and Precedency — Sumptuary Laws — Clergymen — 
Coins — Weights — Meafures. 

THE chief government of Batavia, and of all the poffeffions of the Dutch Eaft 
India Company in Alia, is veiled in the council of India, with the governor-general at 
their head. 

This council confifted, when I was there, befides the director-general, of five ordi¬ 
nary counfellors, including the governor of the Cape of Good Hope, nine extraor¬ 
dinary counfellors, and two fecretaries. 

Five of the extraordinary counfellors were governors of the out-faftories of Java’s 
north-call coalt, Coromandel, Amboyn a, Ceylon, and Macalfer. 

This council determines affairs of every kind, thofe which relate to the adminiftra- 
tion of jullice alone excepted. Yet in civil matters, an appeal may be made front the 
fentenceof the council of jullice to the council of India. 

All appointments and promotions to offices are effected by the council of India, not 
excepting that of the governor-general j but this mull be confirmed by the affembly of 
feventeen, in the Netherlands f. 

The 

* The ftreets and canals at Batavia are planted on each fide with large trees; generally the onophyllum 
calophyllom and calaba, the canarium commune, and fome others ftill tcarccr. Tr. 

y Ecelefiaftical preferments, and the appointment of the minifters of juftice, proceed immediately ri ora 
the direftkm in Holland, In the council of India, the governor and director general, and the five ordinary 

counleifflia 
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The authority of the governor-general is almofl unbounded ; and although he is 
obliged to give cognizance to the council, and confult them on fome matters, he pof- 
fefles a moft arbitrary and independent power in all: for there are few or no members 
of the council who do not Hand in need of his good offices in fome inftance or other ; 
for example, in order to obtain lucrative employments for their relations or favourites* *; 
and if this be not fufficient to make them obey the nod of the governor, he is not defti- 
tute of the means of tormenting them, in every way, under various pretences : nay, of 
fending them prifoners to Europe;, as was done, with refpe£t to MM. Van Imhof, de 
Haaze, and Van Schionen, in the year 1740, by the governor-general Valkenierf. As, 
therefore, thofe who are immediately next to him in rank, depend upon and ftand in 
awe of him, it follows, that the fervants of the Company who are in inferior ftations 
feel ftill deeper reverence, and tremble before him, as in the prefence of one from 
whofe arbitrary will and power their happinefs or nailery wholly depends: the ilavifh 
fubmifiion with which his commands are received and executed is, in confequence, 
fcarcely credible; for how? is it poflible that freeborn Hollanders fhould bow them- 
felves fo low, beneath the ignominious yokel 

His excellency the governojvgeneral, at prefent, ufually refides at his country feat, 
called Weltevreeden, about an' hour and a quarter’s walk from Batavia, and which is 
a fuperb manfion. 

He gives public audience here every Monday and Thurfday ; and on Tuefdays and 
Fridays at another feat, fituated nearer to the city, on the Jacatra road. On the other 
days of the week, he is inacceffible to every body, and cannot be fpoken to unlefs on 
affairs of the greateft importance and urgency. Nobody goes thither without having 
fome bufinefs to call him; for it would be taken extremely ill if any one was to pay 
a vifit of mere ceremony. The time of audience is from fix o’clock in the morning 
till eight. Every one waits in the open air, in the court before the houfe, till he is 
called in by one of the body guards. 

When the governor rides out, he is always accompanied by fome of his horfe- 
guards. An officer and two trumpeters precede his approach, and every perfon who 


counfellors alone conclude upon moil matters that are brought before them ; the other nine members are 
properly only aflcflors, who may give their advice, but have no votes, except in the queftion of war or 
peace with the Indian*, in the pardoning of criminals condemned to death, in the election of a governor 
general, and in a few other important points- The power and influence of this body in the Indies are 
unbounded- It is the representative of the flate and of the Company, and millions of Indians are fubjedt 
to its fway. Kings and princes are crowned and dethroned by its mandates. 4C I have been wltncls, 5 * 
fays Ary Huyfers, a writer to whom we have before had occafion to refer, tc to the deposition of two 
powerful kings of the Moluccas, and the hereditary prince of Tidore. One of thefe died miferably in a 
little village near the place of my refidencc. I faw the venerable old man before his death : lie was 
leventy-two years of age* When I exprefted my commiferation at the deep humiliation he had under¬ 
gone, he anfwercd, with a figh, in the Malay language, pointing to heaven, * It is the will of God* Ji 
Other inftances of the tyranny of the Dutch Company over the natives princes, are related is the prefent 
work. Ta* 

* By the fecond article of the oath taken by the governor general, as Iikewife by the counfellors of 
India, on their appointment, they engage never to receive any gifts or prefents, diredlly or indirectly, 
from any one under their authority ; neither in refpeft, or in the hope or expectation thereof, nor of any - 
advantage, favour, or other private confideration, either of relationship, friendfhfp, or othenvife, to appoint, 
or caufe to be appointed, any other individual to an office, place, or ftation, than fuch as they believe and 
fmd to pofTefs the moft experience, the moft integrity, the mo ft fidelity, and the moft ability for the fame/* 
So much do men regard oaths 1 Tr. 

f Valkenier, who was the perfonal enemy of the above gentlemen, tyrannically abufed his authority, 
in fo far, that when the council of India refufed to fan&ion this arbitrary meafure, he furrounded the 
council table with a body of armed men, and thus conftvained them to afTent to his wiihes. Tr. 
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meets him, and happens to be In a carriage, muft flop, and ftep out of it, till he has 
rode by*t 

A company pf dragoons always mount guard at Weltevreeden. He has befides fame 
halberdiers, who are employed in carrying meffages and commands, and who always 
are attendant on the governor’s perfon, wherever he goes. They are dreffed in fhort 
coats of fcarlet cloth, richly laced with gold, and follow in rank upon the junior en- 
fign in the Company^ fervice. 

When his excellency enters the church, all perfons, both men and women, the 
counfdlors of India not excepted, ftand up, in token of refpe&f. His lady receives 
the fame honours, and is equally efcorted by a party of horfe-guards, when flie rides 
out. 

The governor-general, who was in office at that time, was Mr. Peter Albert Van der 
Parra, a native of Colombo, the chief fett lenient of the Dutch in Ceylon, He was a 
man inimical to all pomp, and in this refpect very different from moll of his predeceffors. 
He was remarkably temperate, generally drinking pure water, and feldom taking any 
wine or beer. He was commonly occupied the whole day j and when he did not 
aflift at the council-table, he was clofeted with his fecretary and clerks. 

The dire£tor-general, who is the cldeft counfellor of India, is the next in rank* The 
direction and controul oyer the trade of the Company, throughout all India and to Eu¬ 
rope, together with every thing that relates to it, is exclulively entrufted to him* The 
governor-general does not in the leaft meddle in thefe matters, if the director have but 
the needful ability* 

Next in order follow the ordinary and extraordinary counfellors of India. Thofe 
who reiide at Batavia are alfo ufually prefidents of different boards or courts* Every 
counfellor of India has likewife the correfpondence with one of the out-faftories allotted 
to him; the general himfelf has that of one or two fettlements, and no one is excufed, 
in this refpeft, but the direftor, on account of his multifarious other avocations. 

Although every member of the council lies under this obligation, there are but few 
of them who take the trouble of the charge upon themfelves \ rnoft of them caufe it 
to be effected by perfons of a lower rank m f and the belt inftitutions are thus perverted 
by felftflmefs and floth. 

When a counfellor of India, or his lady, enters a church, all the men ftand up, in 
the fame manner as for the governor general, but the women remain fitting. On 

* This humiliating homage, as well as that paid to the Edcle heeren, or counfellors of India, as will be 
prefently noticed, are equally required from foreigners. Thefe ceremonies are generally complied with 
by the captains of Indiamen, and other trading fhips; fi but,” fays Captain Carteret, who was at Ba¬ 
tavia, in 1768, “ having the honour to bear His Majefty’s commiflkm, I did not think myfelf at liberty to 
pay to a Dutch governor any homage which is not paid to my own Sovereign; it is, however, eonllantly 
required of the King*® officers j and two or three days after my arrival, the landlord of the hotel where 
I lodged told me, he had been ordered by the fhebandar to let me know that my carriage, as well as others, 
muft flop If I ffiould meet the governor, or any of the council; but I defired him to acquaint the fhebandar 
that I could not confent to perform any fuch ceremony; and upon his intimating fomething about the 
black men with {ticks, who precede the approach of thefe great men, I told him that if any infult fhould 
be offered me, I knew how to defend myfelf, and would take care to be upon my guard ; at the fame time, 
pointing to my pi Hols, which happened to lie upon the table; upon this he went away and about three 
hours afterwards returned, and told me he had orders from the governor to acquaint me that I might 
do as I pleafed.” Since that time, the Englifli officers have never been required to comply with this 
degrading cuftom; yet when they have been in an hired carriage, nothing has deterred the coachman 
from Hopping and alighting in honour of the Dutch grandee, but the moH peremptory menace of imme¬ 
diate death. Tr. 

f This etiquette was abolifhed upon the acccffion of R. de Klerk to the government in £777, as appears 
in the fequel. Tiu 
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meeting one of them in a carriage* every body muft flop, rife up* and bow to them, and 
flay till they are gone by* When they go out they have two fiaves, who run before 
them with fticks, while other people are allowed but one* 

There are always two fecretaries of the government, who take down in writing all 
the propofitions or refolutions which have been difcuffcd in the council, and lay them 
before the governor-general, when the afibmbly is broke up* He examines them, and 
gives directions what is to be made into decrees, and what is only £0 be inferted in 
the journals for notification. The refolutions being then drawn up in writing, by 
the firft fecretary, they are again prefented to the governor, who makes fuch alterations 
in them as he thinks fit; and at the enfuing feffion of the council, they are read over, 
and approved* 

The falary of a cpunfellor of India is a thou fan d rix-dollars per annum ; b elides 
which he has fix hundred rixdollars for houfe*rent, feven hundred for his trouble in 
figning difpatches, three hundred towards providing his table, together with a confi- 
derable allowance of provifions from the Company’s warehoufes* Taking every thing 
together, he can reckon upon a yearly income of four thoufand rix-dollars, or nine thou- 
fand fix hundred gilders** Befides the above, the firft fecretary has the emoluments at¬ 
tending the making out of the commiffions, which do not amount to a trifle, efpecially 
when many appointments of governors, directors, or commandants occur, who pay libe¬ 
rally for their com millions; fometimes giving fees to the amount of a thoufand rix-dollars* 
Yet none of them can fave any thing from this income, which they amply want for their 
houfebold expences, for which reafon they are generally favoured with the government or 
direftorfhip of an out-fettlement, after they have been three or four years in the council. 

The private fecretary of the governor-general is ufually promoted to be fecretary 
to the council, upon a vacancy. 

Thirty-fix or forty clerks are daily employed in the fecretary's office, which is next 
to the government-houfe, in the caftle. They have, for the moft part, the rank of 
junior merchants ; neverthelefs, they are not able to earn more than a bare fufficiency 
to fubfift: on. 

Juftice is adminiftered to the fervants of the Company by an aflembly having the 
appellation of council of juftice. This body is, by its conflitution, independent of the 
council of India; but, as the members of which it confifts have equally many wants 
and wiflies to be fulfilled, they likewife endeavour to be near the fountain head of 
promotion and advantage ; and, as well as all others, follow the inclinations of their 
fovereign ruler, in all cafes that are brought before them. This council confifts of a 
prelident who ranks next to the junior cotmfellor of India, eight ordinary members, 
and two adjutors, taken from the Company’s fervants* Their falary is, as I was in¬ 
formed, no more than two thoufand two hundred rix-dollars ; which is fcarcely fuffi- 
dent for the fupport of their eftablifhments: they are, befides, obliged to ferve the 
office of counfellor of iuflice for the fpace of ten years before they may be candidates 
for any other office. There are two fifcals belonging to this council, one of which 
bears the title of advocate-filcal, or attorney-general, but whofe office relates only to 
the perfons in the Company’s fervice both by fea and by land* The other is ftyled the 
water-fifcaL, and through whom all indictments relative to*navigation are made. This 
was formerly one of the niofi lucrative employments of all India, and it is flill very 
advantageous, though not fo much fo as before, becaufe the private trade is nothing 
like fo flourifhing as it was in former times. The methods by which fortunes were 

* About eight bundred and feventyffive pounds fterling, Tr. 
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made in this office, will eafily be conceived by feafarmg people. The fccretary of the 
council of juftice has the rank of merchant. 

The citizens and free merchants of Batavia, who are not in the Company's fervice, 
are amenable to a feparate municipal court of juftice, being what is called the board of 
fcheepens, or aldermen, who are eight in number, with a prefident, who is a member of 
the council of India. 

To this court belong a fheriff for the matters which relate to the city, and a con* 
liable of the territory of Batavia; both of which are very lucrative offices, and are 
never beftowed but on great favourites. 

The puniffiments inflicted at Batavia are exceffively fevere, efpecially fuch as fall upon 
the Indians. Impalement is the chief and mo ft terrible. 

In the year 1769, I faw an execution of this kind, of a Macaffer Have, who had 
murdered his mafter; which was done in the following manner. The criminal was 
led in the morning to the place of execution, being the grafs-plat, which I have be¬ 
fore taken notice of, and laid upon his belly, being held by four men. The execu¬ 
tioner then made a tranfverfe incifion at the lower part of the body, as far as the os 
facrum; he then introduced the ffiarp point of the fpike, which was about fix feet 
long, and made of polilhed iron, into the wound, fo that it paffed between the back¬ 
bone and the ikin. Two men drove it forcibly up, along the fpine, while the execu¬ 
tioner held the end, and gave it a proper direction, till it came out between the neck 
and lhoulders. The lower end was then put into a wooden port, and rivetted fall; 
and the fufferer was lifted up thus impaled, and the poll ftuck in the ground. At the 
top of the poft, about ten feet from the ground, there was a kind of little bench, upon 
which the body refted. 

' The infenfibility, or fortitude, of the miferable fufferer was incredible. He did not 
titter the Ieaft complaint, except when the fpike was rivetted into the pillar; the ham¬ 
mering and ffiaking occafioned by it, feemed to be intolerable to him, and he then bel¬ 
lowed out for pain; and likewife once again, when he was lifted up and fet in the 
ground. He fat in this dreadful fituation, till death put an end to his torments, which 
fortunately happened the next day, about three o’clock in the afternoon. He owed this 
fpeedy termination of his mifery to a light fliower of rain, which continued for about 
an hour; and he gave up the ghoft half an hour afterwards. 

Ihere have been iuftances at Batavia of criminals who have been impaled in the dry 
feafon, and have remained alive for eight or more days, without any food or drink, 
which is prevented to be given them, by a guard who is ftationed at the place of exe¬ 
cution, for that purpofe. One of the furgeons of the city affured me, that none of 
the parts immediately neceffary to life are injured by impalement, which makes the 
punifhment the more cruel and intolerable; but that as foon as any water gets into the 
wound, it mortifies and occafions a gangrene, which directly attacks the more noble 
parts, and brings on death almoft immediately. 

I his miferable fufferer continually complained of unfufferable thlrft, which is pe¬ 
culiarly incident to this terrible punifhment. The criminals are expofed, during the 
whole day, to the burning rays of the fun, and are unceafingly tormented by numerous 
flinging infects. 

I went to fee him again, about three hours before he died, and found him con¬ 
vening with the by-ftanders. He related to them the manner in which he had mur¬ 
dered his good mafter, and expreffed his repentance and abhorrence of the crime he 
had committed. This he did with great compofure$ yet an inftant afterwards, he 
vo*. xi. b b burft 
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bur ft out in the blttereft complaints of unquenchable thirft, and raved for drinks 
while no one was allowed to alleviate, by a fmgle drop of water, the excruciating tor- 
ments he underwent. 

This kind of punifliment, notwithftanding its great cruelty, is afkrted by many to 
be of the higheft neceflity, in a country where a treacherous race of men, unreftiained 
by any moral principles from the perpetration of the greateft crimes, peifoim the 
daily menial and houfehold fervices of the Europeans. The flaves that come from the 
Aland of Celebes, and efpecially the Bouginefe, are guilty of the molt horrid murders: 
molt of thofe who run mucks belong to that nation. 

Thefe afts of indifcriminate murder, are called by us mucks, becaufe the perpe¬ 
trators of them, during their frenzy, continually cry out, “ amok, amok,” which 
fio-nifies, kill, kill. When, by the fwallovving of much opium or by other means, 
tffjy are raifed to a pitch of defperate fury, they fally out with a knife, or other weapon 
in their hand, and kill, without diftindtion of lex, rank, or age, whoever they meet in 
the ftreets of Batavia; and proceed in this way, till they are either fhot dead, or 
taken prifoners. Their intoxication continues till death; they run in upon the arms 
oppofed to them, and often kill their opponents, even after they are themfelves mor- 
tally wounded. 

In order, if poffible, to take them alive, the officers of juftice are provided with a 
pole, ten or twelve feet in length, at the end of which there is a kind of fork made 
of two pieces of wood, three feet long, which are furniffied within with fharp iron 
Ipikes ; this is held before the wretched obje£t of purfuit, who* in his frenzy, runs into 
it, and is thus taken prifoner. 

If he happen to be mortally wounded, he is immediately broken alive upon the 
wheel, without any form of trial, in the prefence of two or three of the counfellors of 
juftice. 

Many inftances of mucks occurred, during my refidence at Batavia * they were 
moftly done in the evening *. 

* It is remarkable, that at Batavia, where the affafiins juft now defo-ibed, when taken alive, are broken 
on the wheel, with every aggravation of punifhxnent that the moft rigorous juftice can inflict, the mucks 
yet happen in great frequency; whilft at Beneoolen, where they are executed in the me ft firnple and ex¬ 
peditious manner, the offence is extremely rare, Exceffes of feverity in pimiihment may deter men from 
deliberate and iutcrefted ads of villainy, but they only exafperate dill further the atrocious enthufiafm 
of defperadoes* The Indian who runs a muck is always ftrft driven to defperation by fame outrage, and 
always firft revenges himfelf upon thofe who have done him wrong : they are generally Haves, who indeed 
are moffc fubjedt to in Cults, and leaft able to obtain legal redrefs, It has been ttfnal to attribute mucks 
to the confequcnces of the ttfe of opium ; but the words of Mr. Stavorinus, who fays that they are occa- 
lioned u by the fwallowing of opium, or by other means,” feem to confirm the opinion entertained by 
Marfden, that this fhould probably rank with*the many errors that mankind have been led into by tra¬ 
vellers addiiled to the marvellous. That thefe furious quarrels and fanguinary attacks do actually and fre¬ 
quently take place in fome parts of the eaft, cannot be controverted ; but it is not equally evident that they 
proceed from any intoxication except that of their unruly paflions; and many mucks might upon ferutiuy 
be found to be of the nature of one which Mr- Marfden particularizes, of a Have, who probably never in¬ 
dulged in the ufe of opium in his life, a man of ftrong feelings, driven by exccfs of injury to domeftic re¬ 
bellion ; or of that related in Lieutenant Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour, of a free inhabitant of Batavia, 
whofe brain was fired more by the maddening fury of jealou fy, than by any adventitious intoxication. 
It is true that the Malays, when bent upon any daring enterprise, fortify themfelves with a little opium, 
in order to become infenftble to danger ; as the people of another nation are faid to take a dram ; but it 
mil ft be obfevved, that the refold ion for the a£l precedes and is not the effect of the intoxication. They 
take the fame precaution, previous to being led to public execution ; but on thefe occaftons, (hew greater 
ligns of ftupidity than of frenzy. Upon the whole it may reafonably be concluded, that the fanguinary 
achievement6 for which the Malays have been famous, or infamous rather, are more juftly derived from 
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IS? 

The orphan-chamber at Batavia ferves at the fame time for the whole of the Dutch 
poffeffions in India, Every out-faftory has, it is true, its own orphan-chamber, but 
they muft render account of their adminiftration, to that ol the capital, and remit the 
effects which are not claimed, or the heirs to which do not refide on the fpot. That of 
Batavia correfponds with the orphan-chambers of the different cities where the chambers 
of the Eaft India Company are eftablifhed *. 

The board confifts of a prefident, who is a counfellor of India, and fix weefmeefters, 
or regents, who are appointed by the council of India ; with a fee re tar \, and a fvvorn 
clerk. The capital (lock, remaining in the hands of the orphan-chamber, amounted 

in the year 1766 to f. 2,393*566 t* . 

There are feveral other courts, or boards, as the commiflloners of dikes and fluices, 
thofe of bankruptcies, a court of common pleas, a board of controul over marriages, 
and others. 

A fociety was eftablifhed at Batavia, during the government of Baron Van Imhot, 
for the opium-trade, which is flill in exiftence. 

The flock of the fociety is divided into {hares of two thoufand rix-dollars each, on 
which the half has hitherto only been furnifhed, but the remainder may be required 

at any time. " 

The dividends are unequal, yet very large, and the Ihares are fold at a high pre¬ 
mium j they are generally in the hands of the counfellors of India. 

The management of this trade is entrulled to a direflor, who is a counfellor of India, 
two afting proprietors, a cafhier, and a book-keeper. 

Every cheft of opium Hands the Company in two hundred and fifty, and fometimes 
in three hundred rix-dollars, and is delivered to the fociety for five hundred, and 
fometimes more. On the other hand, the Company is bound to fell this drug to no 
other. The retail of it produces large profits, as the fociety make eight or nine 
hundred rix-dollars, and more, of every cheft. The gain would be more confider- 
able, if this monopoly could be ftriaiy enforced, for the whole quantity of opium, 
confumed in the eaftern parts of India; but, notwithftanding the Company have in- 
terdifted this trade to their fervants, and efpecially to the Teamen, upon pain of death, 
and have prohibited the importation into any of their poffefiions, by foreign nations, 
upon pain of confifcation of fhip and cargo, yet very great violations of thefe laws are 
daily pra&ifed in fecret on account of the important profit which this branch of trade 
affords \ by which the fociety is much injured, although on their part they do all they 
can, on the arrival of Ihips from the Ganges, to difeover if any contraband opium be 
on board: but thofe who engage in this illicit trade take too many precautions to run 
any danger of detection. The finuggling trade which the Englifh carry on in this ar¬ 
ticle, in the eaftern iflands and by way of Malacca, is alfo extremely detrimental to 
the fociety. 


the natural ferocity of their difpofition, than from the qualities of any drug whatever. At Batavia, if an 
officer take one of thefe amoks, or mohawks as they have been called by an eafy corruption, alive his 
reward is very confidcrable, but if he kill them nothing is added to his ufual pay; yet lucli is the 
fnry of their defperation, that three out of four are of necefiity deftroyed in the attempt to fecure 

^ * Weeikamcrs, or orphan-chambers, are efbblifhments which are difperfed throughout the United Pro¬ 
vinces, for the adminiftration of the eftates of all who die inteftate, and the apportionment of them among 

the heirs, Tr, r ^ 

4. /Vboul two hundred and twenty tlicrafand pounds iterhng , l la.* 
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When any fliips arrive in the road of Batavia* from fuch places whence contraband 
goods can be brought* two of the members of the council of juft ice* with the water* 
fifeal, and the provoft-marfhal, are difpatched the next day, in order to examine whe¬ 
ther any prohibited wares are on board ; the examination however is only perfonally 
done by the laft-named officer, who reports the refill t to the others* 

A chief of the marine, or port admiral, has been eftablifhed at Batavia iince the year 
1762* This office was filled by Mr* N* Houtingh, vice-admiral of Holland, of the 
northern divifion. He is in rank equal to a counfellor of India, but takes place after 
the junior counfellor* He has the fame privileges; has equally the ftyle of Edele heer, 
and may be prefent at their affemblies, but may not deliver his femiments, except in 
matters relative to his department* 

His chief occupation confifts in fuperintending the reparation of fhips; in exa* 
mining die fhips J journals; in figning the failing orders, and the warrants for delivery 
of ftores to the fliips; and further, in keeping all that relates to maritime affairs in due 
order* 


Upon this officer follows the commandant and upper comptroller of equipment, to 
whom the management of the ftores is confided* tie has likewife the fuperiniendance 
over the difeharging and loading of the fliips, the manning of them, and the furnifh- 
ing them with provifions. This is alfo one of the moft lucrative, but at the fame time 
one of the moft troublefome, employments at Batavia, Since he has a head placed 
over him; however, the former quality has greatly decreafed, while the latter has re¬ 
mained in full force* He is affifted by a vice-commandant and under-comptroller of 
equipment, to whom he generally delegates the fuperintendance of the loading and un¬ 
loading of the fliips, and who fupplies his place in cafes of ficknefs or abfence. This 
gentleman has the rank of poft captain. 

The Company have granted to thefe three officers, as an emolument, the privilege 
of flapping fome tons of goods (contraband wares excepted) by every fhlp that fails 
to India, according to the fize of the veffels ; and if a fhip*s captain do not buy up 
thefe goods of them, at a very high rate, he is fure to find very fcanty opportunities of 
difpofmg of his own. 


I he commanders of veffels, with their lieutenants and mates, follow next in orders 
the firft rank equal with merchants : when I was at Batavia, in 1770, there were thirty* 
nine of them who refided there or commanded country fliips* 

1 he whole of the land-forces of the Dutch in India are under the command of one 
head, who was formerly ftyled captain-major, but has now the title of brigadier. In 
rank he follows upon the chief of the marine* He has two lieutenant-colonels under 
him; one of whom has the command of the military at Batavia, and the other at Cey- 
Ion; there are befides fix majors, two of whom refide at Ceylon, one on the Malabar 
coalt, one at the Cape of Good Hope, and two at Batavia; one of thefe laft is, at the 
lame time, chief of the artillery. 

Therejs a regiment of dragoons, which ferve as a body guard to the governor ge¬ 
neral* 1 he infantry are divided into two battalions, and are quartered within and with¬ 
out the city. 

. regular troops, two companies called pennifts are embodied, confifting 

m merchants, junior merchants, book-keepers, and affiftante. One company are called 
pennifts of the caftle, and the other pennifts of the city. The former are commanded 
by the firft fecretary of the government, and the latter by one of the fenior merchants 
ot the caftle. They are reviewed once a year by the governor general and the council; 
and each company have a diitintft uniform. 


The 
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The other Company’s fervants are alfo formed into two companies, one confining in 
the marines and others belonging to the admiralty wharf, with the commandant and 
upper comptroller of equipment at their head; the other of the workmen of the am- 
bagts kwartier, with the fabriek as their captain. 

Independently of thefe, all the free inhabitants, or citizens, are likewife enrolled in 
two companies of horfe and of foot, which are commanded by a counfellor of India, 
as colonel, and mount guard every night at the town-hall. 

All the pra&itioners of furgery are fubordinate to a chief, who has the controul 
over all the furgeons, and furgeon’s mates, as well on board of the fhips as in the hof- 
pitals; and who has the rank of fenior merchant. 

It will not be unfuitable in this place, to make fome mention of the diftinftions of 
precedency and rank, which are fo minutely attended to in all the Company’s pofleffions 
in India, 1 and which may, on no account, be neglected j more efpecially in all public 
companies and aflemblies. Every individual is as Itift and formal, and is as feelingly 
alive to every infraction of his privileges, in this refpeft, as if his happinefs or mifery 
depended wholly upon the due obfervance of them. Nothing is more particularly 
attended to, at entertainments and in companies, by the raafter of the houfe, than the 
fearing of every gueft, and drinking their healths in the exact order of precedency. 
The ladies are peculiarly prone to infill upon every prerogative attached to the Ration 
of their hufbands ; fome of them, if they conceive themfelves placed a jot lower than 
they are entitled to, will fit in fullen and proud filence for the whole time the enter¬ 
tainment lafts. It does not unfrequently happen, that two ladies of equal rank, meet¬ 
ing each other in their carriages, one will not give way to the other, though they 
may be forced to remain for hours in the ftreet. Not long before I left Batavia, this 
happened between two clergymen’s wives, who chancing to meet in their carriages in a 
narrow place, neither would give way, but flopped the pafiage for full a quarter of an 
hour, during which time, they abufed each other in the mo it virulent manner, making 
ufe of the mofl reproachful epithets, and whore and flave’s brat were bandied about 
without mercy : the mother of one of thefe ladies, it feems, had been a Have, and the 
other, as I was told, was not a little fufpected of richly deferv.ng the fir ft appellation: 
they, at laft, rode by one another, continuing their railing till they were out of fight; 
but this occurrence was the occafion of an aftion, which was brought before the council, 
and carried on with the greateft virulence and perfeverance. 

To provide againfl: thefe difputes on the fubjeft of precedency, the refpeftive ranks 
of all the Company’s fervants were ascertained by a refolution of government, which 
was renewed in 1764 j and a regulation refpefting the pomp of funeral proceffions, 
was at the fame rime added to it, which is (fill in force. 

Regulations were likewife introduced with refpeft to drefs, during the government 
of the governor-general Mofielby which perfons of a certain condition were alone 
allowed to wear embroidered or laced clothes; but this is but little attended to at 
prefent, for almofl every one who choofes now goes dreffed in this forbidden finery, 
and fumptuary laws foon grow into difufe here as well as in other places. Velvet coats 
are, however, not common, and they are abfolutely prohibited to be worn by any 
one under the rank of fenior merchant *. 


* The aft by which thefe regulations were eftablifiied, is competed, together with a fupplement. of a 
hundred and thirty-one articles, and relates to all the Dutch fettiements in India* It enters m o ie 
minute detail refue ling the carriages, horfes, cb/irs, fervants, drefs,. See . of the Company ® ** * 

exhibits a ftrange picture of raeannefs and iliiberality in the midltof affected grandeur, By the i a _ * 
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When their number is complete, there are twelve clergymen of the reformed reli¬ 
gion at Batavia, fix of whom preach in the Dutch, four in the Portuguefe, and two 
in the Malay languages j there are Jikewife three Lutheran immftefs, who pieach 

in Dutch, , . „ , 

Service is performed every Sunday in the above three languages; m Dutch, at two 
churches in the morning, but only at one in the afternoon. An examination or cate¬ 
chumens takes place every Wednesday evening. So that upon the wHEiole thete 
reverend gentlemen need not complain, when their number is complete, oi too revere 
labour in the vineyard of the Lord. The morning fervice commences at halt patt 
eight o’clock, and is generally over by ten, when the greateft heat of the day begins 

to come on- T 

Eccldiaftical difputes are never heard of here. The Company s government, wno 
are extremely anxious to avoid every thing that could interrupt the public tranquillity, 
would fcon terminate the quarrel, by the luminary argument of force; an example 
whereof is to be met with in Valentyn, 

It is much to be wifhed, that upright and learned clergymen were alone fent hither. 
Yet that this is not always the cafe, appears from a refolution taken by the government 
there in the year 1768, earneftly to requeft that the affembly of feventeen would dif- 
patch fame minifters of the gofpel, poffefled of virtue and learning, to Batavia, with an 
augmentation of lalaries and emoluments, 1 heir falary was then one thoufand eight 
hundred gilders per annum, but with their allowances for houfe-rent, board, &c, they 
could reckon upon three thoufand *, which is certainly not enough to live upon at 
Batavia, with a family, and on an equal footing with the fenior merchants. 

Once in every year, or fometimes only once in two years, one of the clergymen of 
Batavia, goes upon a vifitation to the Company's poffeffions on Sumatra's weft coaft. 


little chaifes for children, drawn by the hand, mull not be gilt, or painted, but in the exaft proportion of 
the rank of the parents. By the 31ft, it is ordained, that no one lower in rank than a merchant mall 
make nfe of a parafol, or umbrella, in the neighbourhood of the caftle, except when it rains* Ladies, 
wHofe hufbands are below the rank of counfellors of India, may not wear at one time jewels of more in 
value than fix thoufand rix-dollctrs ; wive?; of fenior merchants are limited to Four thoufand, others to three 
thoufand, and a thoufand* Article 4.9th, permits ladies of the higher ranks to go abroad with three female 
attendants, who may wear ear rings of bugle middle-fizcd dtamondSj gold hair-pins, petticoats of cloth 
of gold, or diver, or of filk, jackets of gold or filver gauze, chains of gold, or of heads, and girdles of gold, 
but neither pearls, nor diamonds, nor any other kind of jewels in the hair. 3 * Wives of fenior merchants 
may have two, and ladies in an inferior Ration one maid, who may wear fC ear-rings of fmall diamonds, gold 
hair-pins, a jacket of fine linen, and a chintz petticoat, but no gold or filver fluffs or filks, or any jewels, 
true or falfe pearls, or any other ornaments of gold* 53 By article 65, none hut per fans of the highell rank 
are allowed to have any trumpets, clarions, or drums among the mufic, with which it is cuftomary to enter¬ 
tain guefls during dinner. There is a wife jceommendation in the 83d article, to the officers of the Com¬ 
pany in Bengal, not to furpafs their^predeceflbrs in pomp of drefs or appearance, and efpecially not the 
governors or chiefs of the other European fettlemcnts. Perhaps the noth article is the mofl curious of 
nil. It allows to the direftor at Surat when he goes out m Hate, among other things, four fans, made 
according to the fafhion of the country, with the feathers of birds of paradife, and cow-hair, with golden 
cafes and handles. It is in this fame aft of the council that the orders before noticed, refpefting the 
homage to be paid by every one on meeting the members of the government in their carriages, or when 
they enter the churches are inferred. It tikewife fixes the duties to be paid upon all carriages, horfes, See. 
It is worthy of obformation, that tliofe upon carriages increafe downwards, from the higher to the lower 
rants ; members of the government pay fifty rix-dollars per annum, captains of the military, merchants, See. 
loo, junior merchants. &c* 125, book-keepers, &c- 180, citizens of no fpecial rank, and native inhabitants 
of con fide ration 200, and the common natives 300 rix dollars, for keeping of carriages. Larger or i mailer 
fines are the penalties attached to the infraction of almoll all thefe fumptnary regulations* Where wealth 
and pride unite, they are therefore of little avail to refit ain an excels ol luxury. Tf.. 

* About zyyLfterlmg. Tx* 
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Some of them well know howto avail of fuch occafions, to the advantage of their 
pockets, by taking with them as much merchandize for fale as they can find room for 
in the fhip, by which they take their paffage. 

The coins current at Batavia are the following: the milled Dutch gold ducat* 
which is worth fix: gilders and twelve ftivers : the Japan gold coupangs, of which the 
old go for twenty-four gilders, and the new for fourteen gilders and eight ftivers ; the 
Spanifh dollar, or piafter, rifes and falls according to the quantity in circulation, or the 
degree of demand ; its value is generally between fixty-three and fixty-fix ftivers : the 
milled filver ducatoon, which is the current coin of the Company, throughout their 
pofieffions, except on the continent of India ; its proportionate value according to the 
other coins is fixty-fix ftivers ; but in Indian money it goes for eighty, at which rate 
it is current at Batavia ; at the Cape of Good Hope it is worth feventy-two, and at 
Cochin feventy-five ftivers: the unmilled ducatoon is two ftivers lefs at Batavia : the 
milled Batavia rupee called the filver derham d’Java, which was formerly coined at 
Batavia, is made good in the Company^ books at twenty-four ftivers, and in circula¬ 
tion it is taken at thirty ; it is the only rupee that goes for fo much at Batavia, and is 
current at Amboyna, Banda, Ternate, MacafTar* and Malacca, at the fame rate, but 
on the coaft of Malabar, it is eight per cent, iefs in value than the Surat rupee ; all 
other rupees generally go for twenty-feyen ftivers ; the Perfian rupees are the moft 
current; there are alfo half and quarter rupees in circulation : the imaller coins are 
fkillings, dubbeltjes, or two-penny-pieces, and doits ; there are two forts of {killings* 
the old, which are the fame as are current in Holland, go for fix ftivers, but the new, 
which are here called Ihip-fkillmgs, are worth feven and a half: two-penny-pieces* 
which are old and worn, go for two ftivers, but the new for two ftivers and a half; 
no other doits are taken in change than thole that are ftamped with the mark of the 
Eaft India Company, and thefe are equal to a farthing in value : the rix-dollar, which 
is the money ufed for accounts in private trade, is a coin, which is worth forty-eight 
ftivers, thus three new or milled ducatoons are equal to five rbs>dollars 

Moft merchants 1 goods are calculated at Batavia by picols of one hundred and 
twenty-five pounds, Amfterdam weight f* and thefe are fubdivided into a hundred 
cattis, each weighing one pound and a quarter. 

Rice and other grain is meafured by coyangs. which differ in weight On the 
receipt of the rice by the Company at Java, they muft weigh three thoufand five hun¬ 
dred pounds. They are lhipped to Batavia for three thoufand four hundred, and 
landed there for three thoufand three hundred. The warehoufe-keepers difpatch them 
for the out-faflories for three thoufand two hundred, where they are unloaden fur three 


# The following h a table of the value in feeding money of the above coins, at the par exchange 
per pound; viz. 


The old Japan gold coupang 
The new ditto 
The milled Butch ducat 
The filver milled ducatoon 
The unmilled ditto 
The Spanifh dollar 


The rix-dollar 
The Batavia rupee 
Other rupees, about 
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thou fan d one hundred, and, finally, they are delivered for confumption for three 
tboufand pounds at the out-faftories, namely, thole that receive their rice from Batavia, 
as Malacca, the Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, Sumatra s weft, coaft, &c. thus every 
coyanjr lofes five hundred pounds in weight *. 

Sugar is taken by canaflers of three picols, or three hundred and feventy-uve 
pounds * neat, each : the grols weight is about four hundred or four bundled and five 

pounds. .ir- • 

The ganting is a fmall rice meafure, of thirteen pounds and a halt in weight. 

Every bag of coffee, which is fliipped from Batavia to Holland, weighs two hun¬ 
dred and fifty-two, and a bale of cinnamon, eighty pounds. 

CHAP. V. — Mode of Living of the Europeans at Batavia. — Women .— Their early 
Marriages. — Complexion. — Temper. — Manner of Life. — Education of Children. 
— Bathing. — Exccffive Jealoufy of the Indian Ladies. — Cruelty to their Female 
Slaves. — Short Widowhoods. — Their Drefs. — Diverftons. — Carriages. — Nari¬ 
mans. — Carts drawn by Buffaloes. — Further Particulars of the Management of the 
Company’s Trade .— Senior 'Merchants of the Cajik . — Adminifirators , or Warehoufe- 
keepers. —■ Commiffaries at the Warehoujes. — Exportation of Gold and Silver to India. 

EUROPEANS, whether Dutch or of any other nation, and in whatever ftation they 
are, live at Batavia nearly in the fame manner. In the morning at five o clock, or 
earlier, when the day breaks, they get up. Many of them then go and fit at their 
doors; but others flay in the houfe, with nothing but a light gown, in which they 
fleep, thrown over their naked limbs; they then breakfaft upon coffee or tea; after¬ 
wards they drefs, and go out to attend to the bufinefs they may have. Ahnoft all, 
who have any place or employment, mufti be at their proper ftation at or before eight 
o’clock, and they remain at work till eleven, or half paft.. At twelve o’clock they 
dine ; take an afternoon's nap till four, and attend to their bufinefs again till fix, or 
take a tour out of the city in a carriage. At fix o’clock they afiemble in companies, 
and play or converfe till nine, when they return home ; whoever choofes to flay to 
fupper is welcome ; and eleven o’clock is the ufual hour of retiring to reft. Convi¬ 
vial gaiety feems to reign among them, and yet it is linked with a kind of fufpicious 
referve, which pervades all ftations and all companies, and is the confequence of an 
arbitrary and jealous government. The Ieaft word, that may be wrefted to an evil 
meaning, may bring on very ferious confequences, if it reach the ears of the perfon 
who is aggrieved either in fact or imagination. I have heard many people aftert, that 
they would not confide in their own brothers, in this country. 

No women are prefent at thefe affemblies, they have their own feparate com¬ 
panies. 

Married men neither give themfelves much concern about their wives, nor fhew 
them much regard. They feldom converfe with them, at Ieaft not on ufeful 
fubje&s, or fuch as concern fociety. After having been married for years, the ladies 

* This deficiency is an allowance which is made to the Company’s fervants who refpeflively have the 
management of the rice, for in fiance, for every' 5 >300 received at Batavia, the warehoufe-keepers are only 
bound to deliver 5,200,Out of this difference they mull; make good all lofs by duff, &c, and what they 
can keep over is a perquifite to themfelves. Similar allowances are made on mo ft of the goods in which the 
Company trade, and they are all very particularly fixed by a resolution of the council* They forma very 
iXiaterial part of the income of the Company's fervants; who, however, are bound to fell again to the 
Company what they have gained in this way of all fpices, coffee, faltpetre, japan copper, and tiaj the 
other articles they are allowed to difpofe of as they pleafe. Tr. 
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ure often therefore as ignorant of the world and of manners* as upon their wedding- 
day* It is not that they have no capacity to learn* but the men have no inclination to 
teach* 

The men generally go dreffed in the Dutch fafhion, and often wear black* 

As foon as you enter a houie, where you intend to ftop for an hour or more* you 
are defired by the niafter to make yourfelf comfortable by taking oft lame of your 
clothes* See, This is done by laying afide the fword, pulling oft the coat and wig (for 
moft men wear wigs here), and fubfthuting in the room of the lait* a little white 
night-cap* which is generally carried in the pocket for that purpofe. 

When they go out on foot they are attended by a Have, who carries a funfhade 
(called here fambreel* or payang) over their heads ; but whoever is louver in rank 
than a junior merchant may not have a Have behind him* bui mult carry a fmall fun¬ 
fhade himfelf. 

Moft of the white women* who are feen at Batavia* are bom in the Indies, Ihofe 
who come from Europe at a marriageable age* are very few in number, 1 ihall there¬ 
fore confine my obfervations to the former, 

Thefe are either the offspring of European mothers, or of oriental female flaves* who 
having fir ft been miftreffes to Europeans* have afterwards been married to them* and 
have been converted to Chriftianity* or at Jeaft have affumed the name of Chriftians, 

The children produced by thefe marriages* may be known to the third and fourth 
generation, efpecially by the eyes* which are much fmaller than in the unmixed pro¬ 
geny of Europeans, 

There are likewife children who are the offspring of Portuguefe, but thefe never 
become entirely white. 

Children bom in the Indies* are nick-named Liplaps by the Europeans* although 
both parents may have come from Europe. 

Girls are commonly marriageable at twelve or thirteen years of age, and fotnetiines 
younger- It feldom happens, if they are but tolerably handfome, have any. money* 
or any to expedl, or are related to people in power* that they are unmarried after 
that age* 

As they marry while they are yet children* it may eafily be conceived, that they do 
not poffefs thofe requifites which enable a woman to manage a family with propriety. 
There are many of them who can neither read nor write, nor poffefs any ideas of 
religion, of morality* or of focial intercourfe. 

Being married fo young, they feldom get many children, and are old women at 
thirty years of age. Women of fifty in Europe look younger and frefher, than thofe 
of thirty at Batavia* They are, in general* of a very delicate make, and of an extreme 
fair complexion \ but the tints of vermillion which embeUifh our northern ladies are 
wholly abfent from their cheeks ; the fkin of the face and hands is of tile moft deadly 
pale white* Beauties muff not be fought amongft them j the handfomeft whom I 
law would fcarceiy be thought middling pretty in Europe. 

They have very fupple joints* and can turn their fingers* hands* and arms* in al- 
moft every direction j but this -they have in common with the women in the Weft 
Indies, and in other tropical climates. 

They are commonly of a liftlefs and lazy temper; but this ought chiefly to be 
aferibed to their education* and the number of Haves* of both fexes, that they always 
have to wait upon them. 

They rife about half paft feven* or eight o’clock* in the morning* Ihey fpend the 
vol. xi. c c forenoon 
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forenoon in plavinv and toying with their female Haves, whom they are never without, 
and in laughing and talking with them, while a few moments afterwards they mil 
have the poor creatures whipped mod unmercifully for the mere ft time* i hey ° 2* 
in a loofe and airy drefs, upon a fofa, or fit upon a low ftool, or upon the ground, 
with their legs crofted under them* In the mean time, they da not omit the chewing 
of pinang, or betel, with which cuftom all the Indian women are infatuated: they 
likewife mafticate the Java tobacco ; this makes their fpittle oi a cnmfon colour, and 
when they have done it long they get a black border along their lips, their teeth 
become black, and their mouths are very difagreeable, though it is pretended that this 
ufe purifies the mouth, and preferves from the tooth-ache. 

As the Indian women are really not deficient in powers of undemanding, they would 
become very ufeful members of Society, endearing wives, and good mothers, if they 
were but kept from familiarity with the flaves in their infancy, and educated under the 
immediate eye of their parents, who fhould be afliduous to inculcate, in then tendci 
minds, the principles of true morality, and polifhed manners- But alas ! the parents 
are far from taking fuch a btirthenfonie talk upon themfclves* As foon as the child 
is born, they abandon it to the care of a female flave, who generally fuckles it, and 
by whom it is reared till it attains the age of nine or ten years* 1 hefe nurfes are often 
but one remove above a brute, in point of intellect j and the little innocents imbibe^ 
with their milk all the prejudices and luperftitious notions which difgrace the minds of 
their attendants, and which are never eradicated during the remainder of their lives, 
but feem to damp them, rather with the character of the progeny of defpicable flaves, 
than of a civilized race of beings* - 

They are remarkably fond oi bathing and ablutions, and they make ufe of a large tub 
for this purpofe, which holds three hoglheads of water, and in which they iru merge 
their whole body, at leaft twice a week- Some of them do this, in the morning, in 
one of the running ftreams out of the city* 

In common with mo ft of the women in India they cherifh a oiofl exceffi ve jealoufy 
of their hufbands, and of their female flaves* If they difeover the fmalleft familiarity 
between them, they fet no bounds to their third of revenge againft thefe poor bondU 
women, who in moft cafes have not dared to refill the will of their mailers, for fear 
of ill-treatment* 

They torture th£m yi various ways; they have them whipped with rods, and beat 
with rattans, till they fink down before them, nearly exhaufted : among other methods 
of tormenting them, they make the poor girls fit before them in fuch a pofture that 
they can pinch them with their toes in a certain fenfible part, which is the peculiar 
object of their vengeance, with fuch cruel ingenuity, that they faint away by the 
excels of pain* 

I fhall refrain from the recital of inftances, which I have heard of the moft refined 
cruelty practtfed upon thefe wretched victims of jealoufy, by Indian women, and which 
have been related to me by witneffes worthy of belief $ they are too repugnant to 
every feeling of humanity, and furpafs the ufual bounds of credibility* 

Having thus fatiated their anger upon their flaves, their next objeft is to take equal 
revenge upon their hufbands, which they do in a manner lefs cruel, and more pleaiant 
to themfelves. 

The warmth of the climate, which influences ftrongly upon their conftitutkms, to¬ 
gether with the diffolute lives of the men before marriage, are the caufes of much 
wantonnefs and diffipadon among the women* 

x Marriages 
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Marriages are always made at Batavia on Sundays, yet the bride never appears 
abroad before the following Wednefday evening, when fhe attends divine fervice ; to 
be fooncr feen in public would be a violation of the rules of decorum. 

As foon as a woman becomes a widow, and the body of her hufband is interred, 
which is generally done the day after his deceafe, if ihe be but rich fhe has immediately 
a number of fuitors. A certain lady, who loft her hufband while I was at Batavia, had 
in the fourth week of her widowhood a fourth lover, and at the end of three months 
fhe married again, and would have done it fooner if the laws had allowed of it. 

Their drefs is very light and airy; they have a piece of cotton cloth wrapped round 
the body, and fattened under the arms, next to the fkin; over it they wear a fhift, a 
jacket, and a chintz petticoat; which is all covered by a long gown, or kabay, as it is 
called, which hangs loofe; the fleeves come down to the wrtfts, where they are fattened 
clofe with fix or feven little gold or diamond buttons. When they go out in ftate, 
or to a company where they expeQ: the prefence of a lady of a counfellor of India, they 
put on a very fine muffin kabay, which is made like the other, but hangs down to the 
feet, while the fivft only reaches to the knees. When they invite each other, it is 
always with the condition of coming with the long or the fhort kabay. They all go 
with their heads uncovered; the hair, which is perfectly black, is worn in a wreath, 
fattened with gold and diamond hair-pins, which they call a conde* : in the front and 
on the fides of the head, it is ftroked fmooth, and rendered Alining by being anointed 
with cocoa-nut oil. They are particularly fet upon this head-drefs, and the girl who 
can drefs their hair the moft to their liking, is their chief favourite among their flaves. 
On Sundays they fomethnes drefs in the European ftyle, with ftays and other fafhion- 
able incumbrances, which however they do not like at all, being accuftomed to a drefs 
fo much loofer, and more pleafant, in this torrid clime. 

When a lady goes out, fne has ufually four or more female flaves attending her, one 
of whom bears her betel-box. They are fumptuoufiy adorned with gold and filver, 
and this oftentatious luxury the Indian ladies carry to a very great excefs f. 

They feldom mix in company with the men, except at marriage-feafts. 

The title of My Lady is given exclufively to the wives of counfellors of India. 

The ladies are very fond of riding through the ftreets of the town in their carriages, 
m the evening. Formerly, when Batavia was in a more Sourifliing condition, they 
were accompanied by muficians: but this is little cuftomary at prefent, no more than 
rowing through the canals that interfect the town in little pleafure boats; and the 
going upon thefe parties, which were equally enlightened by mufic, was called orang- 
bayen. 

When I came to Batavia, there was a theatre there j but it was given up before my 
departure. 

f Ihe coaches ufed at Batavia are fmall and light. No one is reftrained from keep¬ 
ing a carriage, but all are limited with refpedt to its decoration and painting. Thefe 
are fcrupulouily regulated according to the refpe&ive ranks. Glafs windows to coaches 

* The Engliih travellers, who have vifited Batavia, have all admired the tafte of this head-drefs, which 
they have thought tnexpreflibly elegant. When the ladies pay theirevening vifits to each other, the wreath 
of hair is furrounded by a chaplet of Dowers, in which the grateful fragrance of the nyflanthes fambac, 
or Arabian jeffamine, unites with the modeft fweetnefs of the polianthes tuberofa, and is beautifully inter¬ 
mixed with the golden ftars of the mimufops elengi. Ta. 

-j- See the note in the foregoing chapter relative to the fumptuary regulations introduced at Batavia, of 
which this feems to be a notorious infraftion. Ta. 
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are alone allowed to the members of the government, who have alfo the privilege of 
painting or gilding their carriages agreeable to their own tafte. 

It is ordained that a Have fhatl run before every wheel-carriage, with a flick in his 
hand, in order to give notice of its nearnefs, and prevent all accidents; for the ftreets 
not being paved, the approach of the carriage cannot be othervvife eafiiy perceived. 

A yearly tax is paid to the Company for keeping a carriage ; but moll people hire 
one, at the rate of fixty rix-dollars a month, of the licenfed ftable-keepers, by whom 
the duty is paid *. Counfeilors of India, and a few others of the Company s upper 
fervants are exempted from it. 

Sedan chairs are not in ufe here. The ladies, however, fometimes employ a con¬ 
veyance that is fomewhat like them, and is called a norimon. I his is a kind of box, 
narrower at the top than the bottom, and carried by a thick bamboo pole fattened 
over the top. They fit in it, with their legs crofted under them, and have then juft 
room enough to fit upright without being feen. 

The carts drawn by buffaloes, which ferve to convey goods inland, are of a very 
fimple and no lefs clumfy conftruction. A long pole which ferves for a beam, goes 
through an axle-tree, which turns two wheels, or rather round blocks like quoits, 
which are fawn out of the trunk of a thick tree, being about four feet in diameter, and 
having a round hole in the center through which the end of the axle-tree is inferted. 
At the farther end of the beam there is a crofs piece of wood, of four or five feet in 
length, with four flout pegs, which is laid upon the fhoulders of two buffaloes, in the 
manner of a yoke, fo that their necks fit between the pegs, and this ferves both to 
bear the weight of the cart and to drag it along. The carts theinfelves are finall, and 
cannot carry a great weight j they have a covering made of leaves to preferve the load 
from the rain. 

The trade of the Company, as we have before faid, is managed by the director- 
general. The burthenfome duty of his office, is greatly alleviated by two affiftants, 
who are fenior merchants of the cattle. Their bufinefs confifts chiefly in fuperintend- 
ing the houfing in the Company’s warehoufes of all goods which are brought to Ba¬ 
tavia by their {hips, and the delivery of them again; all returns on this fcore are fir ft 
made to them. The fenior of them has the fuperintendance over all the goods that 
arrive, and the other over thofe that are difpatched. Deliveries are made on warrants 
figned by one of them. All papers relative to trade, which are received from the out- 
fafdories, are examined by them, and they report their contents to the director. They 
are both likewife adminiftrators of the great treafury, but derive little emolument from 
it. Their office is one of the mod troublefome of any in the Company’s civil fervice 
at Batavia, and is not equally lucrative in comparifon with others, to which lefs labour 
is attached, and whence much greater profits accrue ; yet it is an office of much con¬ 
federation, as it gives the precedency before all other fenior merchants. 

All merchandize is houfed in the Company’s repofitories, which are fitnated partly 
in the city of Batavia, and partly on the ifland of Onruft, under the direction of adminif- 
trators, or warehoufe-keepers, who mutt render account of the fame. 

This branch of bufmeis is divided into feveral departments, each of which has two 
adminiftrators, two comniiffaries, and a back keeper. Some of thefe adminiftratorfhips 
are very lucrative employments, efpecially that of the ifland Onruft, on account of the 
large quantities of goods which are laid up there. A certain per centage is allowed to 

* The annual tax paid by the ftable keepers* is eighty rix-dollars if living within, and fifiy if without, the 
city. On a former occafion, the different raies 01 the duty on carriages paid by different perfons have 
been noticed- T a. 
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all theadmlniftrators, upon the whole of the goods which they deliver for wafte, lofs in 
weight, and damage, when the delivery is effe&ed within a twelvemonth after the 
receipt; but when tjie goods have lain more than a year in the warehcmfes, the allow¬ 
ance is greater. 

The occupation of the commiffaries at the warehoufes is, to take care that the Com¬ 
pany fuffer no prejudice at the receipt or delivery ot_ goods. They are obliged to be 
prefent at the weighing of every thing, and to be attentive to the accuracy of the 
weight; an oath of fidelity in the difcharge of their duty is adminiftered to them anmi- 
ally by the council of juftice. 

The'quantity of goods fent from Europe to India is inconfiderable, in comparifon 
with thofe which are conveyed from one part of the Indies to another, or to Europe* 
The chief article of exportation to India is gold and filver, both bullion and coined 

CHAP, VI. — * A Jhort Account of the OutfaBortes *— Aniboyna . — Banda* —* Ternate* 

— Mdeafer. — Timor, — Benjermafthig* *— Malacca . — The north-e aft Coaft of Java* 

— Coaft of Coromandel\ — Ceylon* — Bengal* — Surat* — Coaft of Malabar* — Weft 
Coaft of Sumatra- — Bantam . — Palembang* — Cheribon* — Trade to Japan* — To 
China* — Abandonment of feveral Factories^ and Trading-places . — Decay of the Com¬ 
pany's Trade in the Wifi of India , chiefly owing to the Preponderance of the Englijh ,—- 
Premiums to the Ship's Crews that return from India . -—Decay of Batavia , by the 
Decreafe of private Trade ( —* Unhealthinefs of the Place* —• Adminiftration of the 
Province of Jaccatra , — Imports at Batavia* — The If land of Onrujh — De Kuiper* 
— Purmerend* — Edam . 

THE Company’s pofTeftions in India, are diftinguifhed into thofe fituated to the 
eaftward, and thofe to the we (Ward of Batavia, To the eaftward, the government or 
province of Amboyna holds the fir ft rank ; ro it belong the neighbouring iflands, and 
part of the ifland of Ceram. The Company’s fervants appertaining to Amboyna, are 
in number about eight or nine hundred. 

The only article of trade produced here is cloves ; thefeare grown in fitch quantities, 
that the government at Batavia fometimes order a large number of clove-trees to be 
extirpated, and that iiq more than a certain fixed number fhall be planted. 

Thus, by a refolurion of the year 1768, they ordered that the propagation of the 
clove-trees (hould ceafc till their number was reduced to five hundred and fifty thou- 
fand \ the number of trees both young and fruit-bearing was then feven hundred and 
fifty-nine thoufand and forty. In the year 1770, an extraordinary" fine crop produced 
upwards of two million two hundred thoufand pounds of cloves $ each pound fcarcely 
ftands the Company in more than five ftiversf* 

Banda is the fecond government to the eaftward. It confifts of feveral fmall iflands 
The number of Europeans in garrilbn or other wife in the fervice of the Company there 
does not much differ from that at Amboyna. 

!t 

* The annual exportation of the precious metals to India, by the Dutch Baft India Company, has 
been calculated at f. 6,oco f oco, or nearly ^c,ocof Tit. 

y On Mr. Stavorinus's fecond voyage he Amboyna, and has there, in bookii. given a very copi¬ 

ous account of it We retrain, therefore, from making any additions to his fisort notice of it m this 
chapter ; and flvallonly enlarge on thofe fettlements which he did not himfelf touch at, and of which he 
gives no further, or a very flight account, Tr, . » r „ , 

J The province of Banda h about three or four weeks fail from Batavia ; it confifts of fix tmaij uJands, 
which lie ckfe to each other ; upon fjdra, which is fituate in four degrees thirty minutes iuuth la Jtude, 
ftands the chief fetttement of the province ; it has a fpacious and commodious harbour but very dd cult 
to be entered j (hips anchor under the cannon of two forts, called Belgica and NafTau j the urd Hands 
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It has little to fear from enemies, being as it were fortified by nature, and al 010ft 
every where inaceeflible, on account of its fteep fhores* I he violent currents and nar¬ 
row paflages likewife make the navigation very dangerous*. "Ihe Company^ fhips 
are obliged to be warped in with the affiftance of many boats. 

The produce confifts in nutmegs and mace ; the former ftand the Company in about 
one and a quarter ftiver per pound, and the latter in about nine ftiversf* The 


upon an eminence, and commands the whole extent oF the iflamland of the harbour, 33 well as fort NafTau ; 
it would however at kaft require a garrifon of four hundred men to be capable of defence, and the whole 
number of military in all the i (lands fearcely ever exceeds three hundred ; the next ifland is that of Lon- 
thoir, or Banda Proper. The tendencies of Wayer and Ocrien are on this ifiand, and it has a fort and 
two or three redoubts; the third and fourth in importance are Fuloway and Pulo-run, upon the firfl of 
which there is a fmall fort, and upon the other a redoubt, and thefe four iflands are the only places where 
the cultivation of the nutmeg-tree is allowed by the Company ; the other two arc Rozingin, on which 
there is a redoubt, and to this ifland the Company oFten bamfli their llate-prifonm; and Gunung api, 
which has a volcano, conilantly emitting fmoke and often flames. To this government likewife belong 
feveral other iflands in the neighbourhood, known by the appellations of the font hea Hem and fouth- 
weftem jfles- Their inhabitants are in alliance with the Company, and furnifh a confiderable quantity of 
provifions, confidingof wild boars, flags, fea.cows, and other articles of food, which they barter at Ntira 
for piece-goods and other neceflarres. Their trade, however trifling, is of much benefit to the inhabitants of 
Banda ; and it is fnppofed that the province would reap greater advantage from it, if the Company would 
allow Neira to become a more commercial place ; but the ftifpfdous policy of the government has always 
been directed to prevent the frequency ofcommunication with the fpice iflands, that as little opening might 
be left as poifible for the profecution of a danddh'ne trade, or for the knowledge of the Ik nation, and 
Hate of defence of thefe poflefitoiis. Tr. 

# The dlablifhment at the ifles of Banda confided, in 1776 and 1777, of ^5 perfons In civil employ¬ 
ments, 3 clergymen, 16 ftirgeons and affiftams, 35 belonging to the aitillery, £2 feamen and marines em¬ 
ployed on (bore, 283 foldiers, and mechanics i in all 514 Europeans, bdidcs 21 of the natives in the 
CompanyVferviee ; yet the orders of the Company require that the garrtfon here (hoold amount to 700 
men. Befides the ufual falaries, the Company allow tfuir fervauta at Banda c percent, on the fide of 
goods imported, and 7 per cent, furplus weight on the nutmegs collected ; of which emoluments be¬ 
long to the governor, to the fecond in command, and the red is diftributcd by fixed portions among 
the other Company's fervants; 6 per cent is likewife allowed on the nutmegs, and 12 per cent, on the 
mace (hipped off, for lofs in weight by drying, crumbling, ; the profit accruing by which is divided 
equally between the governor and the warehouse*keepers ; the governor has likewife an allowance of 
y.240, or about 22b per month, for table money. When the Englifli Admiral Rainier took pofbfiion of 
the iflands of Amboyna and Banda, in February and March 1796, the firfl, and indeed the only article of 
the capitulation was, that ft the fenior and junior officers of the civil eilabllfhmeBt, the clergy, the military, 
and the marines fhuuld continue to receive their ufual pay.” Notwkhftandmg the natural means of de¬ 
fence of thefe iflands^ they fell an eafy prey to the Englifh ; no refinance was made, either here or at Am¬ 
boy na, nor was there a (hot fired, or a man killed on either fide. Tn« 

4 This is nearly conformable to the prices Hated by Abbe Raynal, who fays that the Company paid nine 
Olivers per pound fur the mace, and one and an eighth for nutmegs; but the £a£t is, that the planters were 
formerly obliged to furnifh all their fpicr to the Company upon pain of death for felling to any other, at 
14 penning?, or $ of a (liver for the found nutmegs ; half as mueh for thole which were worm-eaten ; 
S ftivers 54 pennings For the mace, and half as much for the dull of mace; but in the year 1778 a violent 
hurricane having ruined mod of the plantations, the price was advanced to 3^* (livers for the nutmegs, and 
10 (livers for the mace; the charges of (hipping both articles are about one gilder per qwt. ; and taking 
into calculation the per centages allowed on the weight, as before mentioned, the invoice value of each 

nutmegs, delivered by the planters, 
for 7 per cent- allowed upon the collection 

paid to the planters, at 3 V ft. per lb. - /-162. 15 

for 6 per cent, allowed upon the (hipment. 

neat. Charges of (hipping, /,i. per ewt, - 8. 15 

nutmegs, therefore, flood the Company in - /. 171. 10 


would be as follows: 
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The third government is that of Ternate, to which the ifland of Tidore is fub- 
ordinate. The garrifon is computed to amount altogether to feven hundred men. 
Ternate is not a fubjeft of fo much folicitude as the iflands juft mentioned, for all 
the fpice-trees which it poffeffed, are extirpated, and no others may be planted in their 

“ ead *- This 


or 15I. tis. tod, ftcrling* being about 4rr^- per pound* 
jooolb# mace, paid to the planters, at IQ ft* per Ib- 

1 zolb* For 1 a per cent, allowed upon the flupment. 

8 8 ©lb* neat. Charges of fhipping,/-!. per cwt* 


/.500. o 
8. 16 


88olb* mace, therefore* ftood the Company in 
or 46k 5^ flcrling, being about i2 T T *d, per pound* 


/508. 16 


The real Quantity ot thefe precious fpices, produced in the Banda ifl^s r has never been exactly known. 
The lartfcft quantity of nutmegs fold by the Eaft India Company in Holland, at one time, was 280,9641b. 
in the year 1737 i in 1756 was fold »<|i,417ft.; «nd in 1778,264.18#,.; the average has been taken at 

2 to ooolb. annually, fold in Europe, at 75 ftivers per pound, befides about loo.ooolb. dlfpofed ofin tbe 

Indies at no lefs a rate. Of mace, the average fold in Europe has been 90,ooolb. annually, at f .6 per 
pound’, and to,ooolb. in the Indies. Againft, however, the amazing profits accruing upon theft: article, 
mntl be coniidereci, the important expeirces of the eftablifhment at Banda, I hree large Hups are difpatched 
thither every year from Java with rice and other necelTaries. In the year 1779 the charges amounted 10 
fl ±6 170, and the revenues proceeding from the duties on imports, &c. to/. 93 JO, leaving a Turpins in the 
charges of/. 116,820, orabout 12,440!. fterling; although the able and intelligent governorGeneralMoflel, m 
his nlan of reform of the Company’s affairs in India, calculates that tbe revenues of Banda could be mcreafod 
to /oo 000, taking, at the fame time, the charges of the eftablilHment at/.i 55,000, by which the ultimate 
Loence would be reduced by one half. Thefe Iflands, however, can never be expefied to yield any advan¬ 
tage befides that derived from the fpice trade, Entirely cut off from all the other parts of India, and de¬ 
prived of all commerce, fave the trifling bartering trade we have noticed with the indigent natives of the 
fouth-eaftern and fouth-weftern iflands, they are even defl.tute of the means of fobfiftence for their own 
inhabitants, and muff be fupplied with every neceffary from without. Nature, who has lavdhly beftowed 
noon them articles of luxury and foperfluhy, has denied them tbofc of mdifpcnfable neceffity. Banda is 
likewife accounted a moll unhealthy place, efpecially at the chief fcltlement of Neira. borne attribute 
this circumflance to the neighbourhood of the volcano, in the iflmd of Gunung Api, and others to a 

deleterious qualify in ibe water* , , , * , 3 u j* a ^ 

Admiral Rainier took pofftlfion of Banda, he found in the treaftiry 66,675 mdollars, and in itore 
84,7771b. nutmegs, and 19,587^. mace. Tfi^Englilh Baft India Conjpan^dd S^ooolb -nutmeg 
and 25,ooolb. mace at their bit fpring fale, which was the fir ft public lale in England of thtfc valuable 
+ T * Tr 

Sr # C ■j'he province of Ternate includes the iflands of Ternate, Tidore, Motir, Machian, and Bachian ; which 
are what arc properly the Moluccas ; they are the original places of growth of the liner fpices, and ^rger 
mi tint as are fill! found in the woods of Ternate, than any that are produced at Banda. On the lilmant 
Ternate. in one degree north latitude, is lltuate Fort Orange, which is^the refidencc of the governor. 1 he 
SDaniards bad a footing in the Moluccas as late a. the year 1663. at which period they abandoned tbeli¬ 
ef tab! ifh men t at Gammalamma, which was formerly the refidence of the Kings of T ernate ; and 1 

E aft India Company proving the flrongeft iu their wars in 1680, with the confederated Kings of the Mo- 
luccas the King of Ternate became tributary to them, and the Kings of the other iflands were fo far ren¬ 
dered dependent upon them, that, in the year 1778, upon fofpicion of their having fet fome macb.nations 
onVoot againft the Company, the two powerful Kings of Tidore and Bach.au were depofod and font in 
exile to Batavia, and their thrones given to other Princes, upon condition of.their becoming lilt vaffalso 
the Company. Some places, fituated in tbe ealiern part of the ifland Celebes, belong hkewifotothtsgo': , - 
ment; the chief of them are Gorontalo and Manado ; and the object of the.Company in fettfeg Ihe«, M 
mincipally to furnifh provifions for Ternate, that part of Celebes bemg very fruitful in r.ceandohr 
neceffaries * 1 2 * * * * 7 - They alfo yield a confiderable quantity of gold, about 24,000 taels, of a dollar and 
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This province cofts more to the Company than any profits that accrue from it. It 
is, however, of great importance, to defend the fpice-iflands, to which together with 
five or fix other fmall illands it ferves as a key, Thefe are properly the Molucca 
iflands. 

A few years ago the Englifh eftablifhed themfelves at a fmall ifkind, not far diflant 
from Ternate, which is called Sullock, but they abandoned it again in 1766, 

The charges which the Company incur at Ternate amount to about one hundred 
and forty thoufand gilders per annum, and the profits on the goods which are confumed 
among the natives, to fixty or feventy thoufand *. 

This ifland fulfered greatly in the month of Auguft 1770 by earthquakes. More 
than fixty violent fliocks were felt in the fpace of four-and-twenty hours, and the for¬ 
tifications were much injured, 

MacalTer is the fourth government * it is fituated on the iiland of Celebes, part of 
which is under the dominion of the Company, while they are in alliance with moft of 
the native fovereigns of the remainder. The eftablifhment here is equal to thofe of the 
before-mentioned governments. There are fortreffes, which are difperfed over the 
ifiand, to keep the natives in awe; but the chief power of the Company confifts in 
the policy of fomenting the mutual jealoufy of the Indian Princes, their allies, by which 
they are prevented from uniting, and are, in confequence, unable to undertake any thing 
againft the Dutch, 

The profits of the Company amounted in the year 1755 to eighty thoufand, and their 
charges to one hundred and fifty-five thoufand gilders. 


weight, yearly, amounting, at yb per tael, to 120,000b and efculent birds 5 tiefls, which are eileemed a 
great delicacy by the orientals, and efpecially by the Chinefe, in exchange for which the inhabitants take 
opium, Indoitan piece-goods, chiefly blue cloth, fine Bengal coffaes and hummums, together with forrte 
cutlery* Ternate does not, in general, require any fupply of provffions from Java as the ifles of Banda 
do. Some have given as a reafoo for this difference, that from the commencement of the dominion of the 
Dutch in the Molucca iflands, the lives of the inhabitants have been fpared ; whereas in Banda they were 
all exterminated under the pretence that they were a perfidious nation upon whofe engagements no depend¬ 
ence could be placed ; and now that the cultivation of the foil there lias fallen into the hands of a mixture 
of Europeans and Indians, either as proprietors or kffees of the fpice plantations, they have not been able 
to attend to the propagation of rice or other articles of food. In 1776-1777 the eitabliUunent of Ternate 
confined of 59 perfons in civil employments, 3 in eccleiialtica] fltuatums, 10 furgeons and afiiflauts, 38 
belonging to the artillery, 214. Teamen and marines employed on fliore, ^56 foldiers, and 67 mechanics, in 
ad £47. In addition to his lalary the governor has a yearly allowance of f 2 ,400, or about 226I, fferling, 
for the expence of entertaining the native princes ; the governor and the fecund in command have £ per 
cent, divided equally between them on the lale of all goods imported ; and 1 per cent* is allowed on the 
colled ion of gold, to be divided between the governor and the collector, Tr, 

# The Company pay a yearly fum of f*32 1 2$0) 01 nearly 3000b lit 1 ling to the Kings of the Moluccas, 
in confideration of which they engage to deflroy all the fpice trees, which are difperftd through the woods 
of their extenflve illands, and detachments of Europeans are fent out from time to nine to fee that this 
extirpation be duly executed. The Company do not retain poffdflon of the Moluccas on account of their 
intriufle value, but for political icafons, in order to keep other nations from the neighbourhood of Am¬ 
boy na and Banda, to the fecurity of which Lhe po/Ttfilon of Temate was fuppofed gveally to contribute. 
The expences of government at the Moluccas, were calculated by the governor General Model at 
^144,5: 0 per annum, and the revenues at/ipojooo ; butpn t 779, after the revolution mentioned in a pre¬ 
ceding note, the former were found to amount to/.2 29,406, and the latter to f.i 14,997, leaving a deficit 
of/, 114,409, or about 10,400b iterling, which is a large fum, when we confidcrtbat the mother-country 
derives no advantage From this fettle men t; fur the profits on the gold and birds' nefis befo rementioned 
are coufumed in India, and fearedy fuilice to make good the charge of fending a /hip thither, as is done 
every year from Batavia, with ilores and neceffaries for the government. Tit, 
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Slaves and rice are the chief objefits of traffic here; but the eftabiiffiment is like- 
\vife confidered of great importance, for the fecurity of the Moluccas and the fpice- 
iflands *, 

Upon the ifiand of Timor, part of which belongs to the Portuguese, and part to the 
Dutch, the Company have a fmall fettlement, the profits and expences of which are 
nearly equal f* 

At Banjermafling, fituated on the fouth fide of the great ifiand of Borneo, the 
charges and revenues are equally nearly upon a pan Its chief product is pepper \ m 

Malacca 

* the further ample account of the fettleidcnt at Macafier, in Mr. Stavorinus*s Second Voyage. Tr, 

d" Timor is an ifiand lying in the dire&ion of north-eaft between eight degrees forty minutes and ten de¬ 
grees thirty minutes, fouth latitude ; the Dutch fettle men t is at a fort called Coupang at the fouth-weit 
part of it, in latitude ten degrees twelve minutes fouth, and in longitude, according to the Dutch charts, one 
hundred and twenty-one degrees Fifty-one minutes eaft, but according to Captain Bligh, in one hundred and 
twenty-four degrees forty-one minutes eaft, The chief of the fet dement has the rank of merchant, with an 
additional falary of/.2GOc, and the eftabllftiment confifted in 1776 1777 of ten perfons in civil, and two in 
cccleliaftical employments, two furgeons, five belonging to the artillery, eight marines, forty foldiers, and 
three mechanics, in all feventy Europeans. The north-call and fouth Tides of the ifiand belong to the 
Dutch, whole governor has equally the controul over the neighbouring fmall iflands of Rotti, Savu, and 
fomc others, which are governed by their own native Princes, but who are dependent of the Company, and 
pay yearly acknowledgments of fmall value, confining principally in wax, which is the chief article produced 
in their domains The Portuguefe have a fmall fa<£lory, called LifTati, on the north fide of Timor, The 
chargesof the Dutch eftablifhmenr here amounted in 1779 to f. 11,712, and the receipts to ^13,619. 
And upon the whole, they have been computed to be nearly upon a par. Timor furiu/hes a number of 
flaves for private ufe, who are of a pliant difpofition and temper, and are much employed at Banda in the 
cultivation and preparation of nutmegs and mace. The Company likewife receive from Timor a confider- 
able quantity oi fandal-wood, and bees-wax (though the former article is now fcarce), in exchange for 
piece-goods, on the fa!e of which five per cent, is allowed, in equal proportions, to the two firft officers ; 
the profits on this little trade are more than adequate to make good the charges of the ffiip, which is 
annually difpatched from Batavia, for the purpofes of fetching them, and of carrying a cargo of neceflaries 
to the government. Tn, 

t The fadlory at Banjermaffing lies in three degrees fouth latitude. There is a fmall fort, where a junior 
merchant as relident, with about twenty-live or thirty foldiers arc Rationed- The object of this cftablilh- 
ment is chiefly the collection or purchafe of the pepper and rough diamonds produced in the country. 
Five per cent, on the pepper colleded is allowed to the refident. The contract entered into with the King 
obliges him to deliver 6oo,qcq pounds, at three flivers per pound ; and this is the only article which in¬ 
duces the Company to retain this pofieffion, for the profits on the rough diamonds, gold, wax, canes, and 
fago, would not be fufficient to make good the charges. The refpedtive qualities of thefe latter articles 
are alfofo inferior that the trade of the Company in them is confined to a mere trifle. The circumjacent 
Indian nations, and the Chlnefe, carry on a great trade with Borneo. The Eoglilh have Tome eftablifh- 
ments on the north coaft of Borneo, but their fettlerqent at Balambangan was deftroyed in 1775, by the 
Soloos, and we know not whether it has been re-eftabltfhed. They have endeavoured to rear the nutmeg at 
thefe places. T hey fucceeded tolerably in the beginning, but either their plants have degenerated, or 
they had not originally the genuine kind, for the nutmegs they now produce are much Ms in value than 
thole which are grown at Banda, and are, in fail, what are called wild nutmegs, being of an oblong fhape, 
and a Jefs lpicy nature than the true ones. Banjermaffing is of no importance to the Company as a fource 
of revenue, for they do not pofTefs a foot of land without their fort, and are obliged to be conftantly on 
their guard again A the infidious attacks of the natives; though in 1769 an Older, which was made in 
1754, for ail captains of veffels going thither, Cf not to land all the eafh they had on board for the fa&ory 
at one time,’* was withdrawn ; the fort being then thought fufficiently ftrong to withftand any aifault of 
the Indians. The charges of this eftablifliment were, 1111779.^12,091, about I tool- flerling, which* 
together wkh thofe of conveying the pepper to Batavia, are fcarcely covered by the profits accruing on 
this foamy trade. 

Landak and Succadaua are pofTeffions which the Dutch Company have obtained in Borneo, by grant 
from the King of Bantam, to whole crown they were appendages, being provinces formerly conquered 
by the Bantamefe ; in the year 1778 he ceded the entire property of them to the Company, who im~ 
mediately fent a fhip from Batavia, with an adequate force to take poflefiion of them, and enter into a 
treaty with the Sultan of the country. Both thefe objects having fucceeded, the Company fettled them* 
VOL. n. d d felvet 
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Malacca Is the fifth government, and a place of great importance, for it commands 
the pafTage through the (traits of that name to the eaftern pans of Afia, as all /hips 
going to China, Tonquin, Siam, the Molucca, and Sunda ifiands, mall either pafs 
by here, or elfe through the ftraits of Sunda \ both which paflages can be blocked up, 
by means of the Company's poffeffions. The whole eftablifliment at Malacca is com¬ 
puted to amount to five hundred men The revenues and charges of the govern¬ 
ment are each about one hundred thoufand gilders f. 

The fixth government in order is that of the Worth-eaft Coaft of Java ; the head of 
which generally refides at Samarang, The Company draw almoft all their rice and 
timber from this province. All the fea-ports along this coaft, as far as Cheribon, 
where chiefs or refidents are Rationed by the Company, belong to it. This is faid 
to be at prefent the mo ft lucrative of all the governments in India t. 

The feventh is that of the coaft of Coromandel, Befides the head fettlement, Nega- 
patnam |j, all the Company's other factories along this coaft belong to it, Thefe are 

Sadrafpatnam* * 


folves in a fmall fort, called Puntiana t fituated on a river of the name of Lava. The eftablifliment, as 
may be conceived, is not large, it remaining yet to he proved whether the commerce that may be carried 
on here, will anfwer the expence. Between thirty and forty men are garrifoned here ; and in ijjg the 
charges amounted to fgjzS, about 8S4L and the profits which had then been made upon the fale of piece- 
goods, and other trifies, were no more thanabout 160I. but hopes have been entertained that thefe 
places will In future be of great advantage to the Company, grounded upon the various articles of trade 
which Borneo is known to produce, namely rough diamonds, camphor, benzoin, canes, iron, copper, be- 
zoar, fago, wax, bird’s nefts, gold, &c. Yet, taking Into consideration the propensity of the Borneans to 
theft, and to illicit trade, as well as that feveral of the above produdions are not to be met with within 
twenty days’journey up the country, it may well be doubled whether any benefit can be fpeedily or ulti¬ 
mately derived from thefe fettlemcnts. Tk. 

* In 1776-1777 the eftabliftiment at Malacca conftfted of 39 perfons in civil, and 3 in ecclefiafiical em¬ 
ployments, 7 furgeons and affiftants, 16 belonging to the artillery, 129 feamen and marines, 262 foldiers 
and 43 mechanics, in all 499 Europeans, Tim city is fituated in three degrees ten minutes north lati¬ 
tude, and was taken from the Portuguefe by the Dutch in 1640, after a moft obftinate defence. It is 
reprefonted as a ftrong place. It was taken poffcffion of by the EngUfh m Auguft 1795. 

t Governor Model ftated the charges of this fettlement in his time at /102,000, and the revenues at 
/,89,00c per annum ; in 1779, however, the former amounted to /.i 13,235, and the latter to /.i62,52oi 
leaving a balance in favour of the colony of /49,285, or about 4480b fterling. This revenue proceeds 
from the duties laid on imports and exports, a great trade being carried on here by the Indians, and free 
European merchants of all nations, and from the profits on the goods vended by the Company. Of the 
export-duty of 6per cent, one fourth is allowed, as a perquifite, to the Company's fervants, of which the 
governor has40 per cent,, thefecond in command 15, and the reft is diflributed, in different proportions 
to the inferior officers. The governor has alfo an allowance of one gilder, about 13, od, per pied on 
all the tin collected. A large quantity of this article, three or four hundred thoufand pounds weight* h 
purchafcd here every year, at about/30 per hundred pound, equal to about 5<Ss. fterling per hundred 
weight which is generally difpofed of in Afia. In 1778, however, one hundred thoufand pounds was fold 
jn Holland at/40 per hundred pounds. This fettlement likewlfe yields fome gold, areca brimftone and 
rofin, together with very good mafts, for the fmall veffels which are built at Rembang and at the iJland 
Onrufr* Upon all thefe the profits are not inconfiderabk, as the whole of thefe articles are in great rcqneft 
throughout the Indies, The commjffioners for the trade on both fides of the flrait have five per cent on 
all purchases and fales, and one per cent, on the gold they colIett, out of which they mu ft defray their 
own travelling expences. The territorial extent of this government is not very great - it is confined to 
the City of Malacca, and the neighbouring fmall province of Pera, where the Company have a fort for 
protecting the collection of the tin, which is dug there- In 1783 Rfo, or Riow, fituated near Malacca 
which was the refort of a notorious nefi of fmuggkrs, was fubdued by Commodore Van Braam, and has 
fince been added to the jurifd i£bon of Malacca. T&. 

X We refer the reader to the fecund voyage of Mr. Stavorinus, for particulars regains the Dutch 
fettlements along the north-caff coaft of java. Ta. Eg uutcti 

J| Negapatnam is a ftrong fortrefs and walled town in tlie kingdom of Tanjore, and eleven decrees north 
latitude. It was formerly the chief fettlement of the Dutch on this coaft, and soft them much money in 

maintaining 



ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA. 


205 

Sadrafpatnam, Palicol, Jagernakpouram, and Bemelipatnam *. The articles of trade 
which it ftirniflies, are all forts of cotton piece-goods. 

Ceylon is the eighth government, to which likewife belongs Madura, fitttate on the 
oppofite fhore t* 

This 


maintaining the garrifon and fortifications. In the war of 1780, It was however taken by the Englifh, 
and ceded to them by the treaty of peace m 1783. The flatemenU adduced below, both of the eiiablilh- 
ment on the coaft, and of the revenues and expences, are taken from dates preceding this event; none 
fubCequent to it have been attainable; nor has it been poflible to afcertam the fpeeific proportion of Ne- 
gapatnam in either: fo that greater uncertainty muffc prevail on this fubjeCt than in any of our o.her ad' 
diiions. Tr. 

* Our author here omits the fettlement of Palliacatta, where the Dutch eftablifhed themfdves as early 
as 1609, when they built a fquare Fort, called Geldria, and whither, iince the lois of Ne^apatnam, the 
chief government of their fetdements on the coaft has been tranfpofed. The fort is in thirteen degrees 
thirty minutes north latitude* the city which adjoins to it lies in the dominions of the Nabob of Arcot. 
The trade here, and Indeed all along the Coromandel coafl, In arrack, fugar, japan copper, fpiccs* and 
other articles, brought from Batavia, is very brifk. Sadrafpalnam Is a town equally in the dominions of 
the Nabob of Arcot, from whom the Company have farmed it; they have a fortified lodge here, and have 
frequented this place fmee 1647 : it lies in twelve degrees forty minutes north. Palicol is a village belong¬ 
ing to the Company, in fifteen degrees forty minutes north, and in the country of Narfepore; together 
with the two following places, it is fituated in the kingdom of GoJconda, Jagernakpouram, lies in feven- 
teen degrees twenty minutes north; the territory upon which it Hands, together with the factory at 
Daaiijerom* and two villages near it, which are ufed for the bleaching of calicoes and other piece-goods, 
are the property of the Company; the fadory is defended by ramparts of earth- Bcmelipatnam, the 
north latitude of which h nearly eighteen degrees, is a place which the Company hold in. farm ; they have 
a new fort here, and the road before it, as wdl as that at Jagernakpouram, is practicable from December 
to September. The Dutch Company likewife carry on a confiderablc trade at Ma full pat nam* and they 
have a refident at For to Novo, which is under the Nabob of Arcot for the purchafe of cottons, on which 
they pay an export duty of one per cent. In 1776-1777, their eflablifhment on the coaft of Coromandel 
confined of one thoufand one hundred and feventy-five Europeans; namely* one hundred and forty’two 
in civil, and nine In ecclcfiaftical employments; fourteen fur^eons and a Hi Hants ; feventy-nine belonging to 
the artillery; one hundred and eighty-four Teamen and marines, employed on fhore; ieven hundred and 
thirty-fix foldiers, and eleven mechanics, befides one hundred and thirty-feven natives. The revenues and 
the profits on the merchandize difpofed of, amounted in 1779, for all thefe fetdements, Negapatnam in¬ 
cluded, to /,4a7,131, and the charges to /4y2*i 33. The intelligent Mofiel, who was particularly ac¬ 
quainted with the local circumtfanccs of this coall, as he was five years governor of the Company’s Coro¬ 
mandel ftttlements, calculated that the former might be made to amount to _f,^2G y ooo^ and the latter re¬ 
duced to/.26o,ooo. One or two fhfps are annually difpatched direct to Europe, with piece-goods, and 
caliatonr-wood, the refi go firft to Batavia. The value of the piece-goods fold in 1778 in Holland, was 
f.ZttQOsOOO, about 181,Si Si. fierling j and of caliat our-wood 200,000 pounds were fold at/.20 per too 
pounds. It is computed that twenty-five per cent, is gained on both articles. The whole of the Dutch 
fetdements on this coaft are now in poflefikm of the Engliih. T&. 

f Ceylon lies between fix degrees and nine and a half degrees north* The ftruggles between the Dutch 
and Porniguefe for this ifland iailed from 1638 to 1655, in which laft year the latter were entirely driven 
from it, by the lofs of Colombo, This place, which is well fortified, Is the chief fettlement, and the re¬ 
sidence of the governor ; it it fituated on the well fide of the ifland, and at the broadelt part of it. Candy* 
the metropolis of the ifland, and the feat of the emperor, lies about fixteen Dutch miles inland from 
Colombo; it was taken in 1764 by the Dutch, but reftored to the emperor by the fubfequent peace. 
The dxllridt of Colombo extends about twenty leagues in length, and eight in breadth j it abounds in cin¬ 
namon groves and lice fields, black cattle and poultry, and is very populous. There is a feminarium at 
Colombo* for the propagation of the Chrifiian religion; and it is computed, that there are three hundred 
thoufand native Chrifiians in Ceylon, The toad of Colombo is unfafe, and only pra&icable for a few 
months in the year* Five leagues north of Colombo is Negombo, a fortrefs of lefs confederation, but the 
cinnamon produced in its ditfrid is the belt of the ifland; it likewife yields a large quantity of coir for 
cordage. JafFnapacnam is a place of confcquenee, llrongly fortified, lying oppofite to and not far from the 
continent of Indoflan; it is the capital of what was formerly a kingdom, nearly fixty leagues in circum¬ 
ference ; dephanta form the only object of trade of this country for the Company $ this, however, yields 
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This extenfive ifland may be faid to be entirely under the dominion of the Company, 
lince the treaty of peace concluded in 1766 with the Emperor of Candy j for they 
now pofiefs in fovereignty all the fea-coafts and harbours round the ifland : nothing 
but the interior parts has been left to the Emperor, and he is wholly inclofed in them, 
without any accefs to the fea* * except by palling over the territory of the Company- 
This is in fa a the chief if not the foie advantage derived from that expenfive war, 
which it has been computed coll the Company more than eight millions of gilders T. he 
Dutch embafiadors who were fent to the court of Candy, were formerly obliged to 
conform to the oriental ceremony of approaching the throne upon their knees j but 
it was made a condition of the treaty of peace, that this ferule cuftom Ihould no more 
take place and that they fliould remain ftanding in the prefence of the King. 

The chief and almoft the only produce of this ifland is cinnamon f. The pearl- 
fifherv likewife, however, yields the Company in general a benefit of one hundred thou- 

fand 


in general a profit of 50,000, about 4550b (terling, yearly, A con fide rable number of thcfe animals 
are delivered annually to the company, by the native Princes in this difirift, who are onnhat confideration 
left in poffeflion of the fovereignty over the country and the inhabitants, Tnnconomale is on the op- 
pufite fide of the ifland, thirty-five leagues from Jaffnapatnam. Fort Ooftenburg, which (lands upon a 
cliff projecting about fifteen hundred paces into the fea, was built by the Portuguefe with the materials of 
a famous pagoda which Hood there and was defrayed by them : the Dutch poiTefled themfelves of it in 
1639 ; and notwithftanding its feemiug natural ftrength, it has not proved fu {Relent to refift the attack of an 
European enemy, having been taken tivice in the prtfent century ; its harbour is celebrated as one of the 
moil commodious and extenfive in the world, and it is peculiarly favourably fit noted for keeping up a cor- 
refpondence with the King of Candy, and of courfe for engrofllTig the trade of the cinnamon grown in 
lifs dominions. About eighteen leagues farther is Batticaloa, which is a fort of but little firength, but on 
account of the fertility of its diftridt in all kinds of provifions, of Ibme importance to the Company. 
Funto Gallo is a fecure harbour at the font hern extremity of tire ifland, in the fertile province of Mature, 
where fame coffee and pepper are produced : in this harbour all the {hips for Holland are laden in No¬ 
vember and in February, with the various pvodu&s of Ceylon, and thofe taken in trade at Colombo, all 
which mufl be conveyed to Punto Gallo, to be (hipped to Europe. Btfides fchefe, there are feveral fmaller 
forts, Caliture, Kalpetty, Putelang, Chifau, and Manaar, which ferve chiefly to cover the moll open parts 
of the coaft ; and the Factories, on the oppofite fhore of India, appertain alfo to the government of Ceylon ; 
thefe are, Tutucorin, Kiicare, Pormecail, Cape Comorin, and Mannapaar, where a quantity of piece-goods 
is colie died and fent to Ceylon. In September and Gdlober 1795* Ceylon and its dependencies were re- 
reduced by the Britifh forces. T(t. 

* About 727,300!. flerling, Ttu 

f Of the various fpedes of the cinnamon tree, and the manner of Gripping the bark, preparing and 
flnpping it off. Dr. Thunberg has given an ample and curious account in the fourth volume of his Travels* 
It is grown chiefly in the difbidts of Colombo, Gale Carle, Negombo, and in the dominions of the King 
of Candy j it ufed formerly never to be regularly planted, but was always fought for in the woods by the 
ehoulias, one of the loweft cades of the Cingakfe, whole peculiar occupation was the barkingof cinnamon; 
it h however now cultivated by the Dutch Company, who have laid out extenfive plantations of it in the 
diftrifrs of Colombo and Gale Carle. They have proceeded with greater ardour in this plan, fince the 
laft -var with, the King of Candy, on account of the great decreafe in the quantity colk&ed fince, com¬ 
pared with that ufually procured before* Not with ftanding the acquisition of a large extent of territory*, 
at the conclufion of peace, it has been found that inftead of 8000 or io,oco bales of cinnamon, of 88 
pounds each, which was the quantity ufually drawn from Ceylon before that war, only 6000 or ycco 
bales have been furaifhed. This deficiency has been aferibed to the ill-will of the court of Candy, on ac¬ 
count of the humiliation to which it was reduced by that war ; and although the King is bound by the 
conditions of peace to deliver all the cinnamon produced in his country to the Company, for five pagodas 
(an Indian gold coin of ninety Rivers, or about iss. 2d fieri ing) per bale of 83 pounds, he either negle&s 
to have the cinnamon duly collected, or fends a great part of It, of an inferior quality, or in an adulterated 
or fpoiled Rate* The cinnamon which the Company colledl, or cultivate themfelves, is computed to 
Rand them in nearly the fame rate. Befides this precious fplce, fome coffee and cardamons are the only 
articles of the produce of the ifland, which are exported to Europe $ piece-goods froiri the factories on 

the. 
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fand rix-dollars annually. No pearls ufed formerly to be filhed, but upon the oyAer-beds 
of Tutocorin \ but they are now likewife got from thofe on the Ceylon fide, near Ma- 
naar and Aripo. The fifliery, however, does not take place for certain every year; for 
this depends upon the condition in which the beds are found. When the hiking feafon 
approaches, the oyfters are examined by the Ceylon council, and if they are found of 
a proper fize, publication is made of the time when the pearl fifhery is to commence, 
and the number of boats and men to be employed in it are determined upon : the 
number of divers is at prefent nfually fixed at ninety-fix# A certain per-centage 
is allowed to the governor of Ceylon, on what the Company receive from the farming 
of this fifliery** 

The trade of the Company in Bengal is entrufted to a direftor, as they poflefs only 
a very fmall territory there, by permillion of the Emperor of Indofhn, or the Great 
Mogul, It is the fame at Surat, where, as in Bengal, they have a lodge, or factory, 
for the fecurity of their goods, and their jurifdifton does not extend far beyond its 
limits# From Bengal, they receive piece-goods, fakpetre, and opium# From Surat, 
piece-goods, various forts of Indian dreffes, &c# 


the oppofite coaft, pepper from the coaft of Malabar, cowries from the Maldives, faltpetrc from Bengal, 
and fome Surat goods, help to form* * however, the cargoes of the veffels which are difpatchcd from Putito 
Gallo \ and in 1778, the fales in Europe, of the imports from Ceylon, were as follow: 

6oo,o©olb. cinnamon, at about /.6 (us* fterling) per pound* 

4,ooolb* cardemoms, at 33 (livers (aa,) 

5,ooalb* coffee, at to lUvers, 

300,0001b, cowries at yf divers* 

2o,ooolb* cotton yarn, and 

piece-goods to the amount of f* 200,000 {about i8,i8oI-} 

A confiderable quantity of cinnamon is alfo yearly fcnt to Batavia, for the confumption of the eaff. 
The cinnamon found at C eylon in 1795, was purchafed of the captors by the Englifh Eaft India Com- 
pany, for 380,000!* fterling. In the latter end of 1797, the quantity of 13*893 bales, containing 
1,238,96.“ lb- of cinnamon was brought to England ; and the Bait India Company fold 350,000^)* at their 
enfuing fpring fale, T«* 

* The advantages which accrued from this fource amounted only to one hundred thoufand gilders, not 
rix-dollars, annually ; but the Company have been deprived of them entirely fince the year 1771 : at that 
period, the nabob of the Carnatic attacked and took pofltfEtm of Marrua near Tntucorin, whole prince 
was in alliance with the Dutch ; the nabob immediately laid claim to the pearl-fifhery, and the Company 

thought fit to give up the point, and have abandoned it ever fince. The famous Van ImhoF, in his poll* 
humous elaborate memorial refpe&ing the ftate of India, confiders Marrua as an important barrier, or 
frontier place of Ceylon. Many precious Hones are found in Ceylon, the principal of which are rubies, 
fapphirts, topazes, and garnets; different kinds of chryftals, and quartz, are fold there under the pompous 
denominations of diamonds, amethyfts, &e* Dr. Thun berg has given a curious lift of all the kinds which 
he met with at Ceylon, The digging of them is farmed out by the government; and though trifling, 
one of the objects of revenue of the iOand* Thefe amounted in 1779 altogether to jf.611,704, while the 
charges of the whole ellabli fitment were /1,24.3,038, which makes the expence of the Company in main¬ 
taining Ceylon ultimately amount to / 631,334, or 57,394!. ftcrling ; but this is eafily borne by the im- 
menJe profits attached to the exclufive cinnamon trade, and the other articles brought from this ifiand, 
as before noticed* In 17551 however, when Moflel drew up his ffatements, Ceylon appeared in a very 
different light; he made the revenues and profits amount to fi % 1,60,000, and the charges only to 
^902,500, by which it appears that the ifland was then fully able to maintain itfelf* Yet there are many 
caufcs which may be fuppofed to conin'bate to this difference; the failure of the revenue from the 
pearhfifhery ■ the augmentation of the territory of the Company by the peace of 1766, and confequent 
increafe of their military force, Ac, In 1776-1777, the diablifhment at Ceylon confided of four hun* 
tired and fifteen perfons in civil, and thirty-three in eccleflaftical offices, fifty-four furgeons and afliftants, 
three hundred and fifteen belonging to the artillery, fix hundred and fiftetn teamen, and marines employed 
on (here, two thoufand three hundred and ninety-feven foldiers, and two hundred and forty-three me¬ 
chanics ; in all four thoufand and feyenty-three European, bdides one thoufand two hundred and twenty* 
&ve natives* Tr* * 
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The Company’s poffeffions on the coaft of Malabar are under a commandant. The 
chief produce is pepper, which is efteemed the belt of all India 

From the weft coaft of Sumatra are brought gold, camphor, and pepperf. 

Bantam is a commandery from which the Company draw the greateft quantity of 
pepper. 

On the inner, or eaftera coafl: of Sumatra, they have a fettlement at Palembang* 
whence they receive pepper and tin 

Moil 

* Mr. Stavonnua enlarges refpefting Bengal, in the next book; refpefting Surat In the ad and 3d 
books of his fecond voyage ; and refpe£ting the coaft of Malabar, in the 13^ ^ 14th chapters of the 

f Befides Lamport, which has been mentioned among the dependencies of Bantam, the Dutch have a 
fettlement at Padang, on the wed coaft of Sumatra, to which the fa&ories at Pulo Chifico, Priamam, and 
Adgerhadja are fubordiuate. At Padang there is a fort, with a garrifon of fifty or fisety men, and the 
chief of the fettlement has the rank of merchant. Some pepper, camphor, and benzoin are furniftied 
from this coaft, but ever fince the eftabllfhment of the Englifh fettlement at Bencoolen in this neighbour¬ 
hood, the Dutch complain that pepper is procured in very fmall quantities; they, however, likewife col¬ 
lect and export annually to Batavia, about two thoufand five hundred tiab of gjold, the quantity never 
exceeds three thoufand this, nor falls foort of two ; a tial is twenty-fix pennyweights twelve grains ; the 
purchafe price is high, being nearly 3I. 5s. fierling, per ounce. There is a vein oF gold which runs clofe 
to Padang, and force years ago it was worked, but not finding returns adequate to the expence, the Com* 
pany let it to farm, and, in a few years, it fell into fuch low repute as to be difpofed of at a rent of two 
Spanifo dollars, by public auction. In 1779 the hooks of Padang (hewed a balance in favour of the 
eftabli foment of/20,90** about 1900!. fieri mg, the charges being/.J },675, and on the other hand, the 
profits accruing on the fale of piece-goods, fait, &c. /74-577 5 which is fufficient to defray the expence of 
fending a foip thither annually from Batavia, with neceftarics for the fettlement. Padang and its depen¬ 
dencies are, at prefect, in the hands of the Engliflu The whole eftablifomeru of the Dutch on the weft 
coaft of Sumatra, including Lampon, was, in 1776-1777, thirty perfons in civil employments, five fur- 
geons and afTiftants, two belonging to the artillery, thirteen marines, one hundred and four foldiers, and 
twenty-one mechanics ; in all, one hundred and feventy-five Europeans, befides ninety-feven natives in the 
femes of the Company. Tr. # ... 

£ palembang lies about ten or twelve days fail from Batavia. The dominions of the King of Palem- 
bang are ex tend ve ; they reach as far as the hills of Lampon to the fouthward, and comprehend the 
ifWd oF Banea, which lies oppofite to the river of Falembang. This ifland is celebrated throughout Afia for 
the fame caufe, its tin-mines, to which England owed its celebrity in Europe, in very ancient times, before 
its arts and arms had fpread its fame around the gIobe._ The tin-mines in Banea, which were firft dif- 
covered in 1710 ortyu, have yielded immenfe quantities of ore, and appear mexhauftible. There are 
feven chief places where it is dug, which are under the direction of Chinefe managers, who provide and 
pay for the labour of the miners, who are alfo, In general, of that nation. The tiu is delivered by thefe 
chiefs to the King of Falembang, for five rix-dollars per one hundred and twenty-five pounds, and by him 
to the Dutch for fifteen rix-dollars, equal to about yBs.ilerling per hundredweight Englifh. The Com¬ 
pany do not, however, always take all that is brought; for in 1770 the government at Batavia refolved, 

no t to receive more than twenty-five thoufand picols of one hundred and twenty-five pounds each, from 
Palembang every year, and as yoco picols more had been delivered that year, no more than twenty thou¬ 
fand fhould be accepted in the next, of which due notice fhould be given to the King.* J And yet the 
Dutch endeavour to prevent the tin from being difpofed of to any others, and keep vefTels continually 
cniifing along the (bores to prevent the fmuggling of it; but their vigilance is eluded, and the commerce 
is largely participated by private adventurers. Raynal and others Hate the quantity of tin received by 
the Dutch Company at two million pounds; but from the above it appears, that they take at leak three 
million pounds. But very little of it comes to Europe ; in 1778, feven hundred thoufand pounds were 
fold in Holland at/42 per hundred pounds ; the greateft part goes to the China market, where it is pre¬ 
ferred to European tin, and the profit upon it is fuppofed by a late intelligent traveller, Sir George Staun¬ 
ton, not to be lefs any year than 150,000!. fterling, though, by the Dutch account of their China trade, 
which is given a little farther on, this feems to be an extravagant computation. The King ia under ftritfl 
engagements to the Dutch, to allow them an exchifive trade throughout his dominions, and to deliver all 
the tin and pepper produced 111 them at Batavia, fending them thither in his own Blips, and at his own 
ex pence. The quantity of pepper brought annually from Falembang is about two million pounds, which 
Is purchafed at the rate of two ftivers per pound. The Company like wife take about one thoufand carats 
of rough diamonds, and a confiderablc quantity of canes and rattans. Very few goods are given In ex- 

f > change 


ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA* 


207 

Moll of the coffee fold by the Company is brought from their let clement at Cheri- 
bon in Java. 

One of their moll advantageous branches of commerce is that which they carry on 
to Japan; they fend one or two Clips thither* * every year, and are admitted to trade 
there exclulively of all other nations, the Chinefe alone excepted. 

A fmall ifland called Decima, in the harbour of Nangafakki, has been ceded to them f 
and the merchandife they import is landed and houfed there *. 

This trade is confided to a chief, who is fent out from Batavia every two years. 

The charges of this cftablilhmcnt amount to full one hundred thoufand gilders 
every year j the half of which is the value of the annual prefents to the Emperor of 
Japan f. 

The principal articles that are (hipped to Japan are tortoife-fliells, Baros camphor 
from Sumatra and Borneo, Dutch woollens, and fugar j in return for which we receive 
Japan camphor, copper, china, and lacquered ware J. 

The trade to China generally employs four fliips every year; thefe are difpatched 
dire&Iy from Holland, and only touch at Batavia, in going out, in order to take in a 
cargo of Banca tin, which is difpofed of to much advantage in China : but when they 
return to Europe they only anchor at North Ifland, not far from the ftraics of Sunda, 


change for thefe articles, and a large Aim in fpecie is yearly required to balance with the King* In 1779 
the profit on the few things difpofed of at Palambang amounted only to /.t 922, and the charges of the 
fettlement were ^49,677, making it ftind the Company for one year in/45,7^5i or about 4160J. flerlmg* 
In j 771 they rebuilt their old ruinous fort, in a pentagonal form, and the coft of the new one was com¬ 
puted to be /8 o, 540, about 7322!. fterling. The eftabliihment here confided* in J776-1777* of one 
hundred and fifteen Europeans, vfrs, fix in their civil fervice, one clergyman* two furgeons, fmy-one Tea¬ 
men and marines, twenty-nine foldiers, and fixteen mechanics. Tst* 

* Decima is fituated in forty-two degrees north latitude. The voyage from Batavia to Japan generally 
lafts about thirty days. The navigation is very dangerous, and the Dutch have, for the latt hundred years, 
loft one out of every five fhips that go thither* For an account of the exceffive jealoufy and fufpicion of 
the Japanefe, and their treatment both of the Dutch and of the Chinefe, as well as of numerous other parti¬ 
culars relative to Japan, and before little known in Europe* the reader cannot be better referred than to the 
ample and curious relations to be found in the third and fourth volumes of Dr. Thun berg’s Travels. Tiu 
■f The Company have only about ten or twelve of their fervants re Aden t in Japan. The charges 
amounted, in 1779, to/*96*3j6} the greatefl part whereof confifts, as above, of prefents to the Emperor, 
and the expences of the journey undertaken yearly to Jedo, for the offering of them : on the other hand, 
the profits arifing from the fale of goods were/, io6 t Boi 3 leaving a furplus of full /io,coo, or nearly 
loool. fterling ; fo that nothing remains to be deduced from the profits on the returns (for which fee the 
next note) but the ex peaces of the fhips Tent* and the calculated lofs* as before mentioned, of one veflei 
in five. Tr. j 

t The two fhips which go yearly to Japan, ufually take the value of / jba*000, about 41,450k in 
fugar, fapan-wood, elephants 9 teeth, tortoife-fhell, camphor, tin, lead, quickfilver,chintzes, cottons, Dutch, 
woollens, yermillion, wax, cloves* nutmegs, pepper, China root, and fiurse filver in dueatoons. Their 
returns confift, for the greateft part, in Japan copper, which is in fmall bars of about fix inches long, and 
about one third of a pound In weight; of thefe they receive eight or nine rboufand boxes, each containing 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds, which they pay at the rate of/31 per box, and difpofe of it in Bengal 
atburat, and on the coafts of Coromandel and Malabar, for/90, and/pi 2 they Jikewlfe take about fifty 
thoufand pounds of Japan camphor, two* fifths of which is retailed in India, and the reft comes to Europe % 
and alfo a trifling amount in Toy, china, lacquered ware, and large filk night-gowns. The private trade of 
the Dutch officers and fliips 9 crews to Japan is alfo very con fide fable, as well as profitable ; they carry out 
camphor, China root, faffron, Venice treacle, Spanifli liquorice, rattans* fpe£tacks, looking-glafles, watches, 
manufaftured gJafs y and unicorns 1 horns (the horn of the numodm mcn&ceroj) ; and receive in return foy, 
Jilks, filk night-gowns, china, lacquered ware, fans, and; fine rice. Tr; 
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to take in water, without touching at Batavia. The time when, they fet fail from 
Batavia for China is generally about the beginning of July *. t 

The Company ufed formerly to trade to Cochin-China, Tonqum, Siam, I egu, 
Aracan, Perfia, and Mocha ; but they have now abandoned all commerce with thefe 
places. Their connections are, at prelent, limited to thofe I have before fiiortly no¬ 
ticed : and among thefe there are feveral which, in my opinion, are more prejudicial 
than advantageous to the Company, efpecially thofe in the weft oi India; which muit 
be afcribed to a change of times, and of circumftances. 

When the Company eftablilhed their commerce in thofe parts, their rivals were 
very inconfiderable; the Englifli were not a match for them, and the Indian Princes 
traded rather with the Dutch than with their neighbours. But this is now entirely 

The En^lilh, who did not then come into any confideration, are now as ftrong, and 
perhaps ftronger, in the weft of India, than the Dutch Company are in the eaft. They 
have prefcribed laws to the Emperor of Indoftan, and are, in confequcnce, matters of 
the whole trade of his dominions, efpecially at Surat and in Bengal, where the Com¬ 
pany ufed to make important profits, both by the goods which they imported, and thofe 
which they exported. 

If the fea-rilk, the Blips’ charges, and the intereft of the money employed, were 
accurately computed, their prefent gains would, perhaps, be found to be extremely 
trifling. 


* The Dutch fa&ory at Canton is not, like all their other fet dements and places of trade in India, 
fubordinate to the government at Batavia, but has, for upwards of forty years, been under the manage- 
ment of a fpeeial committee of directors in Holland ; yet every thing 1 relative to it, is CorntTUinrcatea to 
and tranfadled in concert with the government at Batavia* The cargoes of the four or five mips which the 
Dutch fend annually to China amount in value to^2,400,000, or ./*-> 5 °°>° c °j about ^sjj^cool iteMing* 
one half of which confifts in fiver* either in bars or Spanbh dollars, and the other half in tin, lead* 
pepper, cloves, and nutmegs, upon which articles a profit of at leaft yi6$Q,CD0, about ( o,cocl< flerling is 
made* For the above capital the Company's agents purchafe between four and five million pounds of 
tea, of all forts, and a quantity of filks, nankeens, china, turmeric, &c We fuhjoin a lift of the quantities 
of tea exported in Dutch fhips from China, for the twenty years between 177^ an ^ l 19 S ■ 


Years* 

1776 


Ships* 

5 



Pounds of Tea. 
4,923,700. 

1777 


4 

- 


4,856,500. 

1778 


4 

* 


4 , 695 , 700 * 

1779 


* 4 

* 


4 , 553 -°°- 

1780 


4 

• 


4,687,800. 

1781 


4 

* 

* 

4,957,600. 

17821 
*783} 

1784 j 

1785 

► none. 

on account of the war* 

* 4 


5^34,000* 

1786 


- 4 

A 

# 

4,458,800- 

17S7 


5 

# 

* 

5,943,200, 

1788 


5 


* 

5,794,900. 

1789 


- 4 

• 

m 

4,179,600. 

1790 


5 

• 

m 

5,106,900* 

179? 


* 3 


jj 

1,328,500. 

1792 


* 2 

* 

* 

2,051,330* 

1793 


* 3 

m 

2 

2 > 93 ^ 53 °- 

1794 


• 2 

* 

m 

2,417,200. 

*795 


* 4 

A 

s'. 

4,096,800* 


Not 
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Not only the Englifh but almoft all the naval powers of Europe have, at prefenr, 
fhips trading to the Indies, and eftabli foments of more or lefs confequence In the 
weftern parts. 

The trade in piece-goods which, in former times, produced fuch eonfiderable benefit 
to the Company, is now ahnoft entirely in the hands of the Englifh; at leaft they are 
very detrimental to the portion of it that {till remains with us, by their competition 
for purchafes. 

I lhall not fay any thing of the honefty and fidelity of the Company’s chiefs at their 
out-fa£tories, that is out of the line I propofe following ; when I was in Bengal, I had 
an opportunity of obferving fome inftances, not very confonant with the above virtues; 
and it is not many years ago that the Company had proofs of the like* in the government 
of the Coromandel coaft. 

On the other hand, the number of officers, and their appointments, remain the 
fame ; and a numerous body of ufelefs placemen, and too many military, are maintained 
by the Company. 

If the trade in Bengal, at Surat, and on the coalt of Coromandel were reduced to 
the lame regulations as that of China and Japan; and if, inftead of expeofive fortifica¬ 
tions, trading-houfes, or factories, were only retained, the profits which are actually 
made, would remain, and the prefent charges would be amazingly diminifoed* It can¬ 
not, in my opinion, be of any real advantage to the Company, that they pretend to 
appear as a fovereigo flare, where they have not an exclufive trade, and where they 
cannot interdict the trade of every other nation. At Ceylon, Java, and the other 
ifiands in the eaftern parts, where they have the territorial property, and the fovereign 
power, it is neceflary both to difplay and to maintain their dominion; for there they 
can, and juftly, difpute the right of all others, whether authorized traders or inter¬ 
lopers ; but it is money thrown away to pretend to make a fhew of fovereignty at the 
before-mentioned places, for it augments neither their commerce nor their refources. 

The goods which they carry thither, and which cannot be furaifhed by any other 
nation, the Dutch being the foie dealers in them, fuch as the finer fpices, and Japan 
copper, are of a nature which renders them indifpenfable in the weft of India. Their 
fiiips loaden with thefe articles, would be, with pleafure, fucceffively received, and 
they would fpeedily and gladly be bartered for cargoes of other commodities. 

Moreover, there would be the advantage, that the conductors, having £0 fuperintend a 
lefs extenfive concern, would the better be enabled to difeover and reform all errors and 
abufes : whereas the extent of the object under their controul affords, at prefent, 
innumerable openings for mifeonduft and miftakes, which undermine the whole 
fuperftrcfture. 

The Englifh have not only been very prejudicial to the trade of the Company in the 
weft of India, but have alfo endeavoured, if not to fupplant them in the entire poffef- 
fion of Ceylon, at Ieaft to participate in the advantages of that rich ifiand* 

At the time of the Iaft war in Ceylon, when the Company had blocked up all the 
harbours with their fhips, and the Emperor was nearly reduced to be befieged in his 
capital, the Englifh fent an ambafladar from Madras to the Emperor, with an offer of 
affifiance to expel the Dutch from his dominions, for which purpofe they would pro¬ 
vide a large number of fhips. But their own pertinacity was the reafon that the alli¬ 
ance was not formed in time; for the ambaffador would not comply with the oriental 
ctifiom of addrefs, which is cfpecially prevalent in Ceylon, and to which the Dutch 
were ufed to conform; that is, he refilled to prbftrate himfelf upon the ground, or fall 
upon his knees, when he was firft introduced into the prefence of the . Emperor. 
vol. xu e e Several 
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Several weeks thus elapfed before he had an audience ; and in the mean time, matters 
had taken a (till more decided afped in our favour, fo that the clandeftine attempts of 
our fecret enemies were, in this inftance, Truftrated. 

I was exceedingly furprized when 1 faw at Batavia, that, although the trade in piece- 
goods, and in opium, was prohibited to private individuals of our own nation, the Englifli 
were not only allowed to bring whole cargoes to Batavia, and to diipofe of them there, 
but were facilitated in every refpect in the difpofal. Thefe indulgences were not 
connped to the above, but were extended to all forts of commodities, both Indian and 
European, to the great detriment of our own (hips' officers and crews, who were not 
allowed to import their wares; and they who did bring fome privileged goods were 
forced to fell them at a lofs, on account of the glut occafioned by the quantities im¬ 
ported by the Englifli. The exportation of fugar too was likewife prohibited to our own 
people, but the Englifli were furniflied with as much as they allied for, out of the Com¬ 
pany’s warehoufes. Their (hips, upon paying for the work done, were allowed to be 
repaired by the Company’s fervants at the illand Onruft. In Auguft 1769 I faw eight 
Englifli (hips, lying at that ifland, and three more in the roads of Batavia. In the fol¬ 
lowing year, however, the government Teemed, in fome meafure, to have a different 
opinion; for they then reftri&ed the Englifli to the taking in of water and wood, 
which every one hoped might be of long continuance. 

The Company have another object of expence, fince the year 1742, which did not 
perhaps then appear in fo detrimental a light as at prefent. I mean the premiums 
which are given to the (hips’ crews returning home, and which were allowed as an 
indemnification for the articles of trade, which, before that time, they were permitted 
to bring home with them from India ; but this was fd much abufed, that the Com¬ 
pany’s (hips were crammed with the private property of the crews, in fo far that now 
and then a (hip was loft in confequence of being too deeply loaden. 

In how far, by putting a ftop to this private trade, fuch accidents have in reality 
been prevented, may be beft feen by comparing the number of the (hips loft for thirty 
years before the year 1742, with thofe loft fince. For my own part, I believe, that 
very little difference would be found. It is of courfe, that the veffels loft in Table 
Bay, or other roads, which cannot be attributed to overloading, muft not be taken 
into the account. The Company have already expended the futn of eighteen millions 
of gilders in thefe premiums, as will appear from the rough calculation fubjoined, in 
which I have taken rather too little than too much. 

The premiums for every (hip returning home (eftimating the crews, one with an¬ 
other, at one hundred and twenty hands for each (hip) amount to full f. 18,000, as 
follows: 


1 

Captain receives for premium 

m 

/ 2000 

I 

Captain's mate 

m 

500 

1 

Second mate 

m 

400 

1 

Surgeon 

- 

400 

2 

Other mates, /.300 each 

- 

6co 

I 

Chaplain 

- 

300 

20 

Under officers, one with another f%00 

each 

4000 

24 

Seamen, earning upwards of f. 10, mo 

mthly 



wages, /. 150 each 

m 

3600 

66 

Ditto, and boys, under jCio, ^100 each 

- 

6600 

ll 7 

Men 


/.l 8,400 


3 Suppofed 
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117 Brought forward - - f* 18*400 

3 Suppofed to have died on the other fide of the 
Cape of Good Hope, who receive nothing 

120 Men 


So that every fhip's crew receive for premiums f. 18,400 

"Which, however, in order to make a round fum, I 

only take at - /. 18,000 

And computing that fmce the year 1742, twenty-five 
fhips have annually returned from India, confider- 
ing one year with another, the whole amount in 
premiums for one year is f* 450,000 

Since the navigation has been put upon this footing, 
that is, from 1742 to 1771, twenty-nine years 
have e lap fed ; fo that during that period the Com¬ 
pany have paid premiums to the amount of ^13,050,000 
The intereft of this capital for twenty-feven years, 
at three per cent, per annum, which is annually 
augmented by 7^13,500, amounts to* 103^000 

So that the Company have loft a fum, for which they- 

have no adequate benefit, of - 7^18,153,000 

May not the decay of Batavia, whofe chief fupport is the free trade of its inhabitants, 
be in fome meafure likewife afcribed to this caufe ? People well worthy of credit, who 
have lived for forty years and more at Batavia, have allured me that there is an incon- 
ceivable difference between the adtual ftate of the city, with refpe£t to trade, and its 
flourifliing fituadon before the year 1740. Free inhabitants, who had never been in the 
fervice of the Company, ufed then to return to Europe loaden with riches, very few 
mftances of which occur at prefen U Here in Holland, we may in confequence plainly 
perceive, that there is little chance of making money at prefent at Batavia by private 
trade, and it is well known that it grows worfe from day to day. 

It is true, that the Company at home are unable to reform all the abufes which 
have crept in from time to time in fuch an extent of territory, as they pofiefs in the 
Indies; but they are too well acquainted with the aftual ftate of Batavia; and the 
prosperity or decay of that city, which is the centre, and as it were the pivot of all 
their polfeflions, is of too great and real importance to their interefts, than that they 
ought not to endeavour toraife it out of that languid ftate into which it is progreflively 
falling. 

Another thing which is a great drawback upon the profperity of Batavia, is the 
unhealtliinefs which has been perceived there for feveral years back. The mod pro¬ 
bable caufe hereof may be fought in the great increafe of the mud-banks along the 
fea-coaft; the water only juft covers them; or they are flooded by the tide, which, 
when it recedes, leaves a thick flime behind it, together with a great deal of animal 

* Inftead of firople intereft, at three per cent, per annum, for twenty-feven years, we fhould take com¬ 
pound intereft, at the fame rate, for twenty-nine years, which would amount to f. *7,316,500, and the 
whole fum loft to the Company, during that period, by this regulation, would be /. 20^366,500 or 
about 1,651,500!. Tr, 

e e 2 matter* 









21 2 


ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA. 


matter, thrown up by the Tea, various kinds of blubber, and other marine productions, 
which immediately putrify by the burning heat, and contaminate the air, uniting with 
the noxious exhalations of the fwamps and moralfes near the town. The opinion that 
the unheahhinefs of the place may be chiefly attributed to this caufe, feems to be cor¬ 
roborated by the cireum fiance, that the ravages of ficknefs and death are much 
lefs in the upper parts of the city, which lie the fartheft from the fea, than in and 
near the caftle, which is dole to the mud-banks and fwamps. The mud thus thrown 
up already reaches, on the eaft fide of the river, more than two thoufand feet out from 
the dry ground. 

I have already faid foniething of the province of Jaccatra; namely, that it is a 
poffelfion of the Company, fubdued by their arms, whofe natives are their immediate 
lubjects, governed by the council of India, and more particularly under the eye of the 
governor-general. 

A perfon is appointed by the governor, under the title of commiffary of inland af¬ 
fairs, who reprefents the fovereign in the interior of the country. 

He adjufts all differences which arife between the native grandees, with the pre¬ 
knowledge of the governor-general, and exafts all penalties and fines which are laid 
upon them, the greatefl; part of the profits by which accrue to him. He is feared and 
refpected like a prince in the interior parts, as the happinefs of every individual, is 
almoft entirely in his power. 

The regents, who are his coadjutors in the adminiftration of the land, are taken 
from among the natives. The firlt in rank, are the adapatis, to whom the govern¬ 
ment of a large dillrict is entrufted. Then follow the tommagongs who are, however, 
much lower in rank, having the direftion over a proportionate fmaller extent of coun¬ 
try ; allhough each of them Hands alone in his local jurifdidlion. Thefe have inghe- 
bees under them, who are as much as lieutenants, and before whom difputes of little 
importance between the inhabitants of their diftricis are fettled \ yet the parties may 
appeal to the commiffary. 

It is only when very important matters occur, in which the Company have a parti¬ 
cular intereft, that they are brought to the cognizance of the government at Batavia, 
and fettled by them; but this does not often happen. 

1 he commiflary, who refides without the city, has a guard of natives every night at 
his houfe, and twenty or twenty-four armed attendants, who are Javanefe, and ftand 
ready to execute his commands; all being in the pay of the Company. 

I he chief productions yielded by this province, are fugar, coffee, indigo, and cotton- 
yarn. The revenues which the Company draw from it, amount annually to full one 
million of gilders. 

nhe original letters which are written by the council of India to the Indian Princes, 
are compoied in the Dutch language, and figned by the governor-general, and by the 
fecretary, in the name of the government; but tranflations are always added, in the 
Malay, Javanefe, or whatever other language be that of the Prince to whom the letter 
iS addreffed. For this purpofe, there are ievcral tranflators at Batavia, who are well 
paid, and have the rank of merchants. 

1 he letters, which are fent by the Indian Princes to the government, are written 
upon gold or fiber flowered paper % and are brought to the council with much 
ceremony. 

The 

* In the esflern parts of India, paper is prepared from the bark of trees : at Ceylon, and on the adja¬ 
cent coalmen-, the leaves of the boraflus palm tree (boralfus flabelliformis), and [ome times of the talpat 

tree 
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The letter which the Emperor of Candy fent to the government at Batavia* * after 
the conclLilian of peace* containing the full powers of his embaffadors to negotiate 
concerning certain matters, which could not be adj lifted at Ceylon, was written upon 
a leaf of beaten gold, in the fliape of a cocoa*leaf ; the letters were engraved upon it 
with a ft eel pen, in a molt curious manner- This leaf was rolled up, and infer ted in 
a cylindrical cafe of gold* which was wound all round with a row of pearls, ftrung 
upon gold thread* This cafe was in a box of mafly gold, and this again in one of 
niver, which was fealed with the emperor* s great feaL, impreffed in red wax* The 
filver box was inclofed in one of ivory, which was put in a bag of rich cloth of gold j 
and finally,^ bag of fine white linen, fealed up with the emperor f s leifer fignet, en¬ 
circled the whole* 

When thefe embafladors had their audience of the council of India, they were re¬ 
ceived with extraordinary honour; all the members of the aflembly Handing up, both 
when they came in and when they went out, though without uncovering their heads. 
When the embafladors left Batavia, they were each prefented with a gold chain by the 
council. 

All goods which are carried into or out of Batavia are fubjeft to duties, which are 
levied at the bar, at the entrance of the city, Thefe, as well as the other taxes and 
impofts, are annually farmed out, generally to Chinefe. The whole of them amount 
together upon an average, to 32,000 rix-dollars, or ^76,800 per month, making 
f’ 9 2 \ ,600 per annum*. 

Of the feverai iflands which lie before Bataviaf, there are no more than four which 
are made any ufe of by the Company, and of thefe that of Onruft is the principal. This 
ifland lies about three leagues north-well from Batavia; it is nearly round; it rifes 
fix or eight feet above the furface of the water, and is of final! extent, being about 
four thoufand eight hundred feet in circumference. In the centre of the ifland, and 
within a fort, conlifttng of four baftions and three curtains. Hand the warehoufes and 
other buildings- On thefe fortifications, and on three fmall out-works which are con- 
ftru&ed at the water's edge, the walls of all which are whitened with lime, are mounted 
fixteen pieces of cannon, of various fizes J. 


tree (Ucuala fptnofa), are ufed in Head of paper^ The leaves of both thefe palm trees, lie in folds like a 
fan, and the flips Hand in need of no further preparation, than merely to he feparated, and cut fmooth 
with a kiufe. Their mode of writing upon them conlith in engraving the letters with a fine pointed lied; 
and in order that the characters may be the better feen and read, they rub them over with charcoal, or 
fume other black fubdance. * The iron point made ufe of for a pen is either fet in a brafs handle, and car¬ 
ried about in a wooden cafe, of about fix: inches in length, or elfe it is formed entirely of iron ; and to¬ 
gether with the blade of a knife, defigned for the purpofe of cutting the leaves, and making them fmooch, 
fet in a knife handle, common to them both, and into which it ftmts up. When a fwgle flip is not fuffi- 
cient, feveral are hound together by means of a hole made at one end, and a thread on which they are 
ftrung. If a book be to be made, they look out principally for broad and handfome flips of talpat leaves, 
upon which they engrave the charters very elegantly and accurately with the addition of various figures, 
by way of ornament. All the flips have then two holes made In them,and are ftrung upon a filken cord, and 
covered with two thin lacquered boards. By means of the cords, the leaves are held even together, and by 
being drawn out when they are wanted to be ufed, they may be feparated from each other at pleafure. Tr. 

* About tfgfjtfool. Jterlmg. Tk. _ . 

f They are in all fifteen in number, and have the following names given to them : Onruft, de Km per, 
Furraerend. Engels Onruft, Rotterdam, Schiedam, Middkburgb, Amllerdam, Horn, Harlem, Edam, 
Eukliulzen, Ajkmaar, Leyden, and Vader Smit. The two tirit are the innermott, and are fronting and 

within %ht of the city. Tr. . ^ ., . „ * . , . , , 

t f- The fortified island of Onruft, 5 ' fays Captain Parish, « 1$ well fituated to command the channel 
that affords the principal paflage into the road. The work upoa that ifland waa of a pentagonal forrn^ 
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In tKe year 1730, under the government of the governor-general Durvcn, a finall 
church with a fleeple was eredled here ; where fervice is performed on Sundays by a 
clergyman, who comes hither from Batavia, for that purpofe, every week. 

The Company have here ten or twelve large warehoules, which are aim off always 
quite full of goods: pepper, japan copper, ialtpetre, tin, caliatour-wood, fapan-w oou, 
&c. They are under the direttion of two adminiftrators, wCio, as we have before men¬ 
tioned, have very lucrative places. 

On the north fide of the ifland Hand two faw-milis; and on the fouth fide there is a 
long pier-head, on which are three large wooden cranes erected for the purpofe of 
fixing marts in {hips, or unftepping them. Three fliips can lie here behind each other, 
alongfide of the pier, in deep water, to be repaired, or to receive or difcharge their 
cargoes. There is another pier a little more to the weft ward, called the Japan piei, 
where one more {hip can lie to load or unload. . 

There is twenty and more feet water again ft the piers, and it nfcs and tails about 
five feet once in four-apd-twenty hours. All the Company’s fliips that lequire it are 
hove down at the wharf's along the piers, and receive every neceffary reparation with 

eafe and difpatch* *. . , . , n . 

The government of the ifland, and the direftion over the repairs of {hips which 
take place here, is entrufted to a mailer carpenter, who has the management of every 
thino-, except what relates to the departments of the adminiftrators of the warehoufes. 
His office is efteemed a very profitable one, and he has the rank of fenior merchant. 
Though the ifland is but fmall, the number of people dwelling upon it is fuppofed 
to be^near three thouland, among whom there are three hundred European work- 

About fixteen 'hundred feet from Onriift, is the ifland de Kuiper, or C.oopei s life, 
which is one-third lefs in fize than the former. The Company have feveral ware- 
houfes upon it, in which coffee is chiefly laid up* There are two pier-heads, where 
veffels may load and difcharge, at its fouth-fide, There are feveral large tamarind 
trees interfperfed over the ifland, which afford an agreeable^ fhade* The workmen 
who are employed here in the day-rime are fetched away at night to Onruff, and only 
two men remain behind as a watch, together with a number of dogs, who are remark¬ 
ably fierce, fo that no one dares to fet his foot on the ifland at night* ^ 

To the eaftward of Onruff, and at twice the diftance of Cooper's Hie, is the ifland 
Pur me rend, which is half as large again, as Onnift. It is planted with fhady tr ees; 
and in the centre is a building which ferves for a hofpital, or lazaretto, for per foils 
afflifted with the leprofy, or other incurable difeafes,who are lent thither from Batavia* 
It is fupported by the aims of both Europeans and Javanefe, but the latter contribute 
the largeft fliare. 


its baffions were fmall and low* not more than twelve feet the higheft ; and not always connected by cur¬ 
tains. A few batteries were lately conftru£tcd on the outfide of this work, that bore towards the tea* 
On thefe, and on the batfions, about forty guns were mounted, in different dire&ions* South of this, was 
another ifland” (this muff be that called de Kuiper) « at ihe dMance of a few hundred yards, on which 
two batteries, mounting together twelve guns, had been lately treded*” This account dates in 1793* 
and pioves that the Dutch have become finlible of what is alleged in this work, page 253, that the forti¬ 
fications at the mouth of Lhe river are inefficient to protect the road* TV 

• « It would be injuitice," fays Captain Cook, fit to the officers and workmen of this yard, not to de¬ 
clare, that, iii my opinion, there is not a marine-yard in the world, where a ship can be laid down with 
more convenience, fafety,and difpatch, nor repaired with more diligence and fkdl*” Tk, 
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The ifland of Edam lies about three leagues north-north-eaft from Batavia. It is 
about half an hour’s walk in circumference. It is very woody, and has abundance of 
large and ancient trees. Among them is one, the trunk of which is fo large that 
twenty men with their arms extended are not enough to encompafs it; its outward 
branches lhoot downwards, and taking root, as loon as they reach the earth, grow up 
again into trees; I Jaw fome of them that were already two feet thick; it is elteemed 
holy by the Javanefe, and is much venerated by them*. The Company have fome 
warehoufes on this ifland for fait; hut the chief ufe they make of it, is as a place of 
exile for criminals, who are employed in making of cordage; and over whom a (hip’s 
captain is placed as commandant. 

• This is the banian-tree, ficus indica, or Indian fig-tree. Tr, 
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FROM THE VOYAGES OF STAV 0 R 1 NUS. 


I N order to throw more light upon the affairs of Macaffer, it is neceffarjr to become 
acquainted with the principal kingdoms and dates of Celebes, and to have a fketch 
of their hlftory down to the prefent time, A manufcript on this fubjeS: has fallen into 
my hands, which Mr. Blok, formerly governor of Macaffer, compofed from authentic 
records, and continued down to his time, that is, till 1759 in order, however, not to 
repeat too much of what Valentyn may already have written, whofe account of Ma¬ 
caffer I have not by me, I fhall only date the mod prominent parts of the hiftory of 
Celebes fince the beginning of the prefent century. 

CHAPTER L— Account of the Kingdom of Macaffer , — Their ancient Traditions . —- 
Sketch of their Hiftory. — Oath of Fidelity to the Company taken by the Kings of Boni 
% and of Coach . — Confutation of Coach* —* Laws* — Religion* — Former Profpcrity of 
the Macaffers *— Kingdom of Telia* — Of Sandrabony* 

THE empire or kingdom of Macaffer, which, before the conqueft of it by the 
Dutch, was fo elofely united with thofe of Telia and Sandrabony, that it made, as it 
were, but one (late, extended along the fea-coaft, from Boeleboele, in the bay of Boni, 
to the point of Laffem (called Laffoa, in our maps), and thence weft ward to the point 
of Touratti, or Tanakeke, and along the weft coaft northward, to Tanette, or Aga* 
nondje, and reached inland as far as Boni and Soping, through the whole of which 
the original language of the Macaffers then prevailed. 

The Kings of Goach and Tello are both called Kings of Macaffer, although 
each is a feparate (late, taking their names from their refpeCHve capitals, Goach and 
Tello. 

The ancient fabulous traditions of Macaffer, according to a manufcript, tranfiated 
out of their language, of which I had the perufal, make mention of four Kings, be¬ 
fore the coming of Toemanoerong, which fignifies one defcended from heaven* 

It happened, as thefe traditions relate, at a certain time, after the death of thefe 
four Kings, that a beautiful woman, adorned with a chain of gold, defcended from 
heaven, and was acknowledged by the Macaffers for their Queen, under the aforefaid 
denomination of Toemanoerong. 

Upon hearing the report of the appearance upon earth of this celeftial beauty, the 
king of Bantam went thither and fought her hand in marriage, though he had before 
wedded a princefs of Bontain. His fuit was granted, and a fon was begotten in this 
marriage, of whom Tormanoerong was two or three years pregnant, fo that the child 
could both walk and talk immediately after he was born ; but he was very much dif- 
torted in ihape. His name was Toema-Salingaberieng. When he was grown up, he 

4 broke 
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broke the chain of gold, which his mother had brought with her from heaven, in two 
pieces, after which, fhe, together with her hulband and his brother, vamihed in a mo¬ 
ment, taking with her the one half of the chain, and leaving the other and the empire 
to her fon. This chain, which the Macaffers fometimes fay is heavy, fometimes light, 
at one time dark coloured, and at another bright, was ever afterwards one of the 
principal regalia of the Kings of Goach, till in the revolution of Crain Bontalancas, it 
was loft, as I was informed, together with feveral other regal infignia. 

The manufcript I alluded to, traces the origin of the Princes of Goach from this 
fon of Toemanoerong, who, together with his three fucceflbrs, it is added, did not die, 
but vanifhed in the fame manner as their parents ; and the eighteenth King after him 
began his reign under the name of Paducca Siri Sultan Shah Badinlfmael. 

'Although this King did not long occupy the throne, he waged a furious war againft 
the King of Boni, who was reinforced by the arms of the Company. 

He was depofed by the nine eftates of the country of Goach, and they elefted in 
his Head the King ofTello, who was called Mappa Orangie,but, as King of Goach, he 
took the name of Paducca Siri Sultan Sira Joudeen. 

In the year 17x8, the Macafler Prince, and afterwards famous rebel Caraing, or 
Crain Bontalancas, fled from Goach, having killed a daughter of the former King, 
and fought an afylum among the Dutch, living urtdejr the Company’s prote&ion, in 
the campon Baro. He afterwards went from here to Sumbawa, and aiSfted in the war 
which raged between the Suinbawers and Baliers, in which the King of the former 
was killed. He wedded the daughter of this Prince, who was afterwards Queen of 
Sumbawa, and whofe mother, marrying with the King of Goach, perfuaded her 
daughter to be divorced from Crain Bontalancas, and to marry a Prince of Sutn- 
bawa. 

In the year 1724, the King, Sira Joudeen, gave up entirely to his fon the kingdom 
of Tello, and taking upon himfelf the foie adminiftration of that of Goach, foon gave 
fo much umbrage to the Macafler Princes, and efpecially to Bontalancas, that the latter, 
who was become both furious and defperate, from his forcible reparation from his 
wife, formed a i*efolution of taking ample revenge upon the King. In order to com- 
pafs this purpofe, he procured, not only feveral of the difcontented Macafler Princes, 
but likewife many Bouginefe of high rank, to take part in his conlpiracy ; and he 
afterwards entered into the mod folemn engagement with the famous pirate Aroe Soen- 
kang, and his Captain Touaffa, to dethrone the Kings of Goach and Boni, and wholly 
to expel the Dutch from Celebes. 

Accordingly he kindled the flames of war, in the year 1734, in Bontain, whence 
they foon fpread far and wide. In the beginning of the war, Bontalancas gained many 
advantages, and made fo much imprefiion upon the King of Goach, that on the 5th 
of November 1735, he fled from Goach to Tello ; upon which the Macafler eftates 
immediately elected his grandfon, furnamed Malawangefe Abdul Haerman Shoer, 
twentieth King of Goach. But he likewife was forced to yield to the arms of the re¬ 
bels, and abandon his capital, which was immediately taken poffeffion of by Crain 
Bontalancas; while the King, together with a confiderable number of Macaffers, fled 
as far as Fort Rotterdam, where in the year 1739, he put himfelf under the protection 
of the Company . 

Crain Bontalancas, being matter of the country of Wadjo, and of part of the king¬ 
dom of Boni, came down a fhort time before to the northern provinces of the Com¬ 
pany, and caufed himfelf to be inftalled King of Goach. 
vol. xi. e f Soon 
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Soon afterwards, he fummoned Fort Rotterdam in the name of the three united 
empires of Boni, Goach, and Wadjo. But the governor not being fpeedy enough 
in his determination, the whole force of Goach and Wadjo foon appeared upon the 
plain before the fort. The garrifon, reinforced by a body of Bouginefe, who were 
attached to the Company, and by the Company’s fubjects, marched again ft the enemy 
the fame day, being the 16th of May 1739, and falling upon them with great fury, 
foon put them to flight, and throwing up a battery of fixteen pieces of cannon, where 
a good number of them took pofl, they returned in triumph to the fort. 

1 he enemy, 011 the other hand, intrenched themfelves againft us, and daily fkir- 
mifhes took place, till on the 14th of July, when the country being fufficiently dry, 
that the artillery could be tranfported, the garrifon made another fally, and being 
joined by their Bouginefe allies, and other auxiliaries, together with the Company’s 
iubjefts and the Macafler refugees before-mentioned, they fell upon the enemy early 
in the morning of the 17 th of July, by furprize, and after an obftinate refiftance, and 
a bloody battle, which lafted till four o’clock in the afternoon, they gained a complete 
viftory. 

This vi&ory was of the greater importance, as by it the treacherous hopes of the 
Macafler refugees were frustrated ; for though they had joined our troops, they were 
almoft all inclined to the rebel party, and had concerted with their chief, that, as foon 
as the balance turned the lealt in his favour, they would join him, and turn themfelves 
againft: us. 

Three days after this, when the rebels again tried their chance, they were beat anew, 
and put to flight by our troops, leaving behind them many dead and wounded. Crain 
Bontalancas, who had thrown himfelf into Goach with all his troops, was himfelf 
wounded. Our men purfued them hotly, and at three o’clock in the afternoon they 
came before the town, and immediately threw up fome batteries, which were ready in 
the evening, and played with fo much effect during the night, that at four o’clock the 
next morning our commander in chief. Admiral Smout, received intelligence that the 
enemy had abandoned the town, and had fled to the mountains; by which the war, on 
this fide of Celebes, was put an end to. The regalia of Goach were immediately col¬ 
lected, and, together with the kingdom of Macafler, were reftored to the monarch 
who had laft fled from Goach, Abdul Haerman Shoer, and to the regent of the 
empire. 

Moft of the adherents of Crain Bontalancas then came in, and fubmifGvely entreated 
for pardon. Among them, was a man of upwards of a hundred years of age, Crain 
Alamanpang, a younger brother of Crain Pomliaan, who had been a fugitive of the 
former century. On furrendering his kris, he fpoke as follows: 

** I have beheld this city of Goach in its proudeft luftre, when it ruled over the 
whole ifland of Celebes; I afterwards was a witnefs to its firft humiliation, when we 
were fubdued by the Company ; it was then thought its fame and honour were greatly 
tarnifhed, yet it was ftill populous and refpedted ; but now I look around me, and be¬ 
hold nought but ruins and difhonour. I furrendered my kris the firft time at Sam- 
boepo, once more at Sourabaya, and now here, for the third time, to the conquering 
arms of the Company ; leave to an old man now the only confolation that remains—to 
die in peace.” 

He received a free pardon, and his kris was reftored to him. 

A fhort time afterwards, intelligence was received that Crain Bontalancas had died 
of his wounds. 

King 
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King Abdul Haerman Shoer dying on the 27th of July 1742, in the feventeenth 
year of his age* his brother* Mappa Babaffa, a child of eight years old, was chofeti 
fucceflbr to the crown of Goach, under the guardianfoip of the regent Crain Madjen- 
nang. Nothing material occurred during his reign- He died on the 2 ill of December* 
1753, and was fucceeded by his fon Ainas Madina* furnamed Pattema Tharie, who 
was the twenty-fecond king of Goach, and in the year 1758, was re-named Battara 
Goach, by the regent, who was, at the fame time, his grandfather. 

Thus far the manufcript of Mr- Blok. What follows, was related to me at 
Macafier. 

After the death of his grandfather, the regency fell into the hands of the uncle of 
king Battara* This man, urged by the ambition of enjoying the crown himfelf, 
caufed fo much vexation to his nephew and fovereign, that the latter abandoned his 
kingdom and Celebes, and fled to the weftward, no one knew whither. 

But the regent, feeing that matters were not yet fufficiently ripe, nor the nobles of 
Goach properly prepared to admit of his ufurping the crown himfelf, contrived that 
a younger brother of the King (hould be exalted to the throne ; whofe life, however, 
he equally found means to embitter fo much, that he alfo quitted his dignity and 
country in defpair *. Upon this, the artful regent was confecrated King, and he took 
upon himfelf at the fame time the office of regent, or prime minifter, in order to 
avoid another^ playing the fame part which he had afted before* 

This Prince was on the throne in the year 1775, when I was there. He was de- 
fcribed to me as a very wife monarch, who diftributed impartial juftice to his fubjefts, 
and kept a watchful eye over all the foreign relations of his country ; efpecially over 
the kingdom of Boni, for which, in common with all the other Kings of Goach, he 
entertained the mofl inveterate hatred; for its prefent profperity and power were 
founded upon the decline and ruin of Macafier* An equally deep-rooted mutual hate 
exifts at Boni, where they leave nothing untried, by means of their more ftri£t con¬ 
nections with the Company, to humble the power of Macafier, and render its fidelity 
fufpefted. 

An inftance hereof occurred in the year 1770, upon the arrival of the prefent go¬ 
vernor of Macafier, Mr. Van der Voort* The King of Boni, having received informa¬ 
tion that a new governor was expected from Batavia, caufed an intimation to be con¬ 
veyed to the King of Goach, by a third or fourth hand, that one of the fugitive 
Princes was coming over with the governor, who was to be reflored £0 the throne of his 
anceftors, while the ufurper would be taken prifoner, and fent into bani foment* In 
order to effect the latter purpofe, it was ailedged, that the opportunity would be availed 
of, when the King of Goach* according to ancient cuflom, came to renew the oath of 
fidelity to the Company, upon the acceffion of a new governor f* 

This 

* Tt was in the year 1767, that the king of Goach, thinking himfelf infecure on his throne* abandoned 
his kingdom, and fled to Bima, where he was overtaken and fent to Batavia- He was a weak and pum- 
lanimoua Prince, and preferred a petition to the Dutch government that he might be exiled to Ceylon) 
where he lived for many years, in the caflle of Cokmbo, receiving a monthly allowance of fifty m-dollars 
(about 130k ilerling per annum) from the Company. Huyfers bcfchryvjng dcr Ooft-Indiicbe Etablil e- 
mtnten, page 43, Tr. __ . . , 

4 Ttie oath of fidelity, and alliance to the Company, is taken by the Kings of Goach and or Boni* wit i 
the following ceremonies: The King, drefTed in cloth of gold, and wearing the chain which the Company- 
have preferred to him, in token of alliance, and every link of which reprefents a flower mace or nia y 
gold, with a medal pendant from it), with the initial letters of the united Eall-India Company engrave 
upon it, prefents himfelf with his courtiers and lifeguards at the govern me n t-ho u fe in Fort Rotterc am, 
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This Prince, deceived hereby, came at the appointed time to Fort Rotterdam, not 
with his ufuai fuite, but accompanied by five or fix thoufand well-armed men, and 
refufed to enter the walls of the fortrefs without thefe troops, faying, at the fame time, 
the reafon why he came in this manner ; bat when the Company^ fervants pointed 
out to him the groundleffnefs of his fulpicions, and the evident falfity of his informa¬ 
tion, he was prevailed upon to lay afide his diftruft, and every thing paffed off without 
further difficulty ; fo that the King of Boni was difappointed in his objed* Yet the 
King was fo fearful, and upon his guard, at the feaft which the governor gave that 
day to the native Princes, that neither he nor his attendants would touch any wine, nor 
any of the provifions which were fet before them, 

I faw this Prince twice; he is rather corpulent, grave in his appearance and conver- 
fation, and attentive and referved in his manners. 

The King of Goach is not an abfolate fovereign : he is fubjed to the laws of the 
land, and may not perform any important regal fundions without the concurrence and 
approbation of the body of nobility* Crimes are punched according to laws, and not 
by the arbitrary will of the monarch. His privy counfellors are called tomani lalangs. 

Every negree, or townlhip, has a chief, called galarang : this rank was inftituted by 
the eighth King of Goach, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, perhaps at the 
inftance of the Portuguefe, who fir ft arrived at Celebes, and obtained a footing there 
during the reign of that King, in the year 1512* 

Hisfucceffor appointed and regulated meafuresand weights for general ufe ; he fixed 
prices upon the articles of trade j he manufactured gunpowder, and firfl mounted artillery 
upon the walls of Goach* He afterwards not only allowed the Malays to fettle in his 
flates, but, together with other privileges, he granted them that of building a temple., 
and openly profefiing the Mahoniedan faith. This religion gained lb much ground 
here, that the Macaffers, by means of the Malays, difpatched an embaffy to Mecca, 
to fetch a fiadja, or prieft, from that place, for the purpofe of inftrufting them in the 
religion of the Arabian impoltor, which was at Iaft univerfally ellablifhed throughout 
the Macaffer empire, in the year 1603, under the thirteenth King, Sultan Allah Gu* 
deen 5 and three years afterwards they forced the people of Boni equally to fubfcribe 
to the dodlrines of the Koran. 

The power of Macaffer was at its higheft pitch about the middle of the lafi: century, 
when its Princes not only ruled over almoft the whole of Celebes, but had like wife 
rendered Loma, Mandelty, Bima, Tambora, Dompo, and Sangar, tributary to them, 
and had conquered Bouton, Bungay, Gapi, the Sulla iflands, and Sumbawa. They 
moreover held the government of Saieyer, which had been given to Macaffer by Baab 
Ullach, King of Ternate \ they were in ftri Ql alliance with the inhabitants of Bali, and 
coined the firfl gold coins which were probably the gold mas, of the value of fixty 
Dutch ftivers. 

About that lime alfo the alliance between Goach and Tello was renewed ; and thefe 
two ftates were fo firmly united together, that it was a common faying, that there were 
u two lords, but one people.” By the articles of union it was fettled, that all levies 


His attendants firfl dance their war-dance, with their krjfles and aflagays* A chapter of the Koran, re¬ 
lating to the taking of oaths, is then read ta the King, in Arabian, to which he liftens with great atten¬ 
tion and veneration He then folds his hands, and lays them three times upon the book, and afterwards 
upon hi$ head. Next he takes his kris of date, and dipping the point of it in a fitver horn of water, ftirs 
it about with it, and lets a few drops which remain upon the point fail upon his tongue; by which the 
oath is completed, in the moft foletim manner. S* 


4 



221 


ACCOUNT OF CELEBES, AMBOYNA, &C. 

and contributions from conquered provinces, &c. fliould be divided into five parts, 
two of which were to be given to Goach, and two to Tello, while the fifth fliould fall 
to the fhare of the eldeft of the two Kings; that the eidefl: of the Kings fliould always 
exercife the office of regent, or prime minifter, to his junior colleague; that they 
fhould both be equal in dignity; and, laftiy, that they fhould both enjoy the title of 
Sambanco, fignifying as much as Emperor. 

The empire of Macaffer has at prefent fo much declined, under the influence of the 
powerful arms and the artful policy of the Company, that the King of Boni is now 
much fuperior to Goach, both in extent of territory and number of fubje&s ; although, 
in war, a Macaffer is better than three Bouginefe, on account of their martial character 
and undaunted courage, which, notwithftanding all the adverfities which have fallen 
upon them for a century paft, have never been fubdued or diminifhed *. 

It is worthy of remark, that the Kings of Macaffer have a new name given to them 
after their death, and that their fucceffor mail be nominated before their interment. 

The kingdom of Tello was bounded, in the year 1667, to the north by the Coerees, 
two iflands fituated a little to the fouthward of the river Maros, and to the fouth it 
reached as far as Fort Rotterdam. The intimate connection between this kingdom 
and that of Goach has before been mentioned; and both have, in confequence, partici¬ 
pated in the fame changes of fortune. 

The ninth King of Tello, Abdal Carie, died in January 1709, and was fucceeded by 
his fon Mappa Orangie, who was elefted King of Goach in the year 1712, and ruled 
over both kingdoms till the year 1724, when he gave up that of Tello to his fon Man 
Radja, or Radja Mouden. To him fucceeded, according to the records of the Com¬ 
pany, but in what year is not mentioned, his brother Mappa Enga, or Jappee Oeden ; 
this Prince, known by the name of Crain Tello, was the grandfather, and regent of the 
King of Goach, in tile year 1759, and an inveterate enemy of the Company. After 
his death, his daughter, the prefent reigning Queen, fucceeded to the crown. 

The kingdom of Sandraboni, lying within the bounds of Macaffer, on the weftern 
coalt of Celebes, between the Company’s lands at Galtffong and Poelonbanheen, is fmall 
in extent, yet independent of Goach. In the time of Toena Parie, King of Macaffer, 
in the beginning of the fixteenth century, the Queen of Sandraboni entered in an alli¬ 
ance with the Macaffers, its liberties and immunities remaining, however, unimpaired; 
and fmce that time it has, as well as Tello, been fubjefted to the fame fortunes as 
Goach. 

Mappa Doelang, afterwards King of Goach, ruled over this fmall ftate, at the time 
of the war condufted by General Speelman, and, together with his nobles, accepted 
and fwore to the engagements with the Company in 1667 and 1669. The Kings of 
Sandraboni are moftly related to the royal family of Goach. 

The city Hands a little inland, on the banks of a river, whence the kingdom derives 
its name. It was built about the fame period as Sambo upo and Tello. This is all 
that I learnt refpefting it. 

* In 1778, a finiftiing ftroke was given to the independence, and power of refidancc, of Goach ; the 
rein6 of government were, at that time, on account of the nonage of the King, in the hands of his mother 
Queen Radja Polakka, a woman of an ambitious and intriguing difpofition, who, probably aiming at the 
total emancipation ot her country from the yoke of the Company, railed a rebellion again It it, in which 
her forces were fubdued, the city of Goach taken by affhult, its fortifications razed, and the government 
flew modelled, fo as to be entirety conformable to the views of the conquerors. Tr. 
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CIIAP, IX. —Account of the Kingdom of Boni. — Sketch of its Hifiory. — Theirfirjt 
Kings. —Origin of their Enmity to Goach. —- Singular Revolutions under Queen Bat- 
tara Todja. — Piracies of Aroe Seenkang.— War with Wadjo .— Arone Tanete, a 
Cannibal. — Method of aecufing and punching Criminals. — Story of a Duel between 
two Princes , Grandfons of the reigning King. — Cruelty of the King towards the Objedl 
of their Difagreement. 


A I the time of the Boni contract, that kingdom extended along the weftern fhore 
of the gulph, which is ftill called the Bay of Boni *, from the river Chinrana to the 
river Saienico, a length of about twenty leagues ; inland it bordered upon Soping, 
Lamoere, Macafier, and Boeleboele. This kingdom was independent of and uncon- 
netted with any other in very ancient times. Their traditions affirm, that their firft 
King like wife defcended from heaven. When he catne upon earth he had no name, 
but was afterwards called Matta Salompo by the people, fignifying as much as, all- 
feeing. He married a Princefs of Toro, who was equally of celeftial origin ; he had 
by her one Ton and five daughters, from whom all the fucceeding Kings of Boni are 
defcended, and of whofe pofterity, born from marriages with royal Princefles, fuch 
only being, in every refpett, entitled to the crown, according to Mr. Blok's account, 
no other remained alive in 1759 than Aroe Palakka^ the grandmother of the then 
1 eigning King of Goach. She was ffill living when I was at Macafler in 177 c, and 
governed as Queen of Tannetta. 

This, their firft monarch, inftituted the laws of the country, which are ftill ob- 
ferved ; he made the royal ftandard, called Worong Porong, and appointed feven elec¬ 
tors, under the denomination of Matoua Petoes. Thefe are hereditary in feven families 
though it has fometimes happened that two, and even three of them, have been of the 
fame lineage, i his high office defcends upon women as well as upon men. All matters 
of importance, relating to the kingdom, muft be determined by them : their power, in 
particular, extends over the elettion and depofition of the Kings, and the making of 
peace and war f. 6 


JSJDg 

* Called Sewa by the natives and Bugguefs, or Long Bay, by the Englifh. The following account 
of it. given by Captain Foreft, from the information of a Bugguefs noquedah, or sea-captain, may not be 
unacceptable : “ Having paiTed the (Irak between Celebes and Saleyer, called the Budgeroons, keep on 
ni a direflion north-eafl-by-north, about one hundred and thirty miles, and you will find near the weft 
coart of the Sewa a fmall ifland called Baloonroo: it is vifible eight or ten leagues off, and has fome rocky 
diets at its eall end. Farther on, about a day's fail, which I fix at fixty miles, is the mouth of the river 
Chinrana: this river takes its rife in the Warjoo countiy, the capital of which is called Tofforo, and lies a 
day s journey by^ water from the mouth of the river ; it afterwards paifes through Boni; it has a good 
muddy bar, paffable by large fhips, and is navigable a good way up ; it has feveral mouths, and there arc 
many towns on its banks, where a great trade is carried on in gold, rice, fago, caffia, tortoife-ftell, pearls, 
Ac : the anchorage is good off the river’s mouth. Half a day’s fail farther north, along the weft craft of the 
Jsewa is the river 1 eeneekee, not very confiderable. Farther on are two places called Akolingan andTellu- 
dopm, whmh are pretty well inhabited. Continuing ftill north, you come to the river Sewa. not very con- 
hdcrable , then to the river Loo, famous for boat-building: then you come to Mankakoo, where there is 
gold, and much fago, very cheap ; they have alfo caffia and feed-pearl. Being now come to the bottom 
° B “ffS nef * ®?T. ^ ftgo-tree abounds very much ; and in many parts of the Sewa, there are fpotsof soul 
ground on which they lift for fwallow, which they generally carry to Macaffer, to fell to the China iunk. 
On the call hde of the Sewa the country is not fo well inhabited as on the weft fide. The fouth-eafl point 
dPajl " 1Eill: here is a duller of iflands, rather fmall, with good anchorage amougit 

\ According to Foreft, Boni is governed by a Prince, who is called Pajong, He Is defied for life bv 
feven nobles, a fixed number, which maybe kept up by the Pajong (but not increafcd), from the dyoii* 
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King Matta Salompo, fay the natives, after having reigned forty years over them, 
afcended into heaven with his Queen. 

The Bouginefe, and Queen TarreToeppoe, who then ruled over them, were com¬ 
pelled, in the beginning of the feventeeth century, to conform to the Mahomedan religion, 
and the condition was, moreover, impofed upon them, that the enemies of Macafler 
Ihould likewife be the enemies of Boni, but not the enemies of Boni thofeof Macafler. 

This was the firft blow which was given to the greatnefs of Boni, although they 
were able to bring feventy thoufand fighting men into the field. 

The hatred which, by this means, was excited among the Bouginefe againft the 
Macalfers, was greatly inftrumentaUo the fuccefs of the arms of the Company againft 
Macafler. Radja Palacca, a Bouginefe Prince, whofe exertions in particular contri¬ 
buted much to the completion of the conqueft of Macafler, was afterwards chofen King 
of Boni, by the electors, and rendered himfelf fo famous and powerful, extending the 
bounds of his kingdom in every way, that he was called by his people Toenee Som- 
baya, fignifying, a King before whom all others mud humble themfelves. 

He died on the 6th of April 1696, and was fucceeded by his fon Lapatoua, as 
fifteenth King of Boni, who, after having been the caufe of much uneafinefs to the 
Company, died in the year 1713. 

His daughter Battara Todja, likewife called Aroe Toemoerang, fucceeded him, as 
the fifteenth fovereign of Boni. After reigning a fhort time, file refigned the govern¬ 
ment in the year 1715, into the hands of her half-brother Lapadany Sadjati, furnamed 
1 oapannara Aroe Palacca £ but his ill treatment of his filler and her hufband, whom he 
caufed to berampafied, or beaten with flicks, and whom he threw into confinement at 
Boni, without any lhadow of reafon, or legal pretence, was fo much difapproved of and 
refented by the nobles, that fliortly afterwards, 011 the 20th of January 1720, he was not 
only depofed, but, together with his wife, was thrown into prifon. After this the Bougi¬ 
nefe again gave the kingdom to Battara Todja, who, however, direSIy refigned it 
anew to her eldefl half-brother, the dethroned King of Goach, Sappualee, then fur- 
named Madanrang; he likewife was depofed in the year 1724, after a fhort and tur¬ 
bulent reign, on account of his difiblute conduct, and his youngefl brother Topawanoi, 
or Aroe Mano, afterwards called Crain Befiei, was chofen in his Head ; on the fourth 
day after his appointment he was alfo fet afide, and in his room Battara Todja was 
chofen Queen for the third time; flie became at the fame time Datoua, or Queen of 
Loehoe, and not long afterwards Queen of Soping alfo; her hufband was appointed 
co-regent with her of the kingdom ; he died in the year 1725 ; after which (he was 
married, for the fourth time, to Aroe Kayoe, who was, fliortly after his nuptials, equally 
made co-regent of the kingdom. But the Queen being at variance with her brothers, 
one of whom flie had caufed to be killed, and ,being diffatisfied with Mr. Goubius, at 
that time the Company’s governor at Macafler, went away to Soping, where fhe caufed 
herfelf to be inaugurated as Queen. 

Iler hufband, the regent, Aroe Kayoe, now thinking himfelf King of Boni, relblved 
to fupplant his Queen and confort, and to take again to his bed his firft beloved wife 
Crain Bon to Majene, whom he had repudiated in order to marry the Queen; but 
when this defign was di/covered, in the year 1728, he was immediately declared 


i C ™m£ reC rV’ ,dC |^‘ , T J le Pa j on g is oft « n retrained by a fort of parliament, cleftcd by the freeholders: 
■ ■ , Q members* two hundred of which are called mattoua, one hundred are called 

At ° ne called galarang. u But of this (he adds). I never learnt a diltina 

account, and 1 mention it only as a hint for future travellers” Tiu 

3 1 unworthy 
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unworthy of the regentfhip, and his life was fo much endangered, that he was obliged 
to fly by night to Tello f where he received proteftion. lie afterwards became con- 
nefted with Crain Bontalancas, and loft his life in the commotions excited by that 
famous rebel* 

In the year 1730, the three remaining brothers of the Queen of Bom came from 
Bouton, whither they had fled for fear of their After, and took refuge under the pro¬ 
tection of the Company, who allowed them to refide in the campon Baro. 

The Queen, in the meantime, continued difeonfehted with the Company, becaufe the 
province of Bontain was withheld from her 5 while her madanrang, or general in chief, 
and her tomarilalangs, or privy counsellors, conducted every thing at Boni according 
fo their Own withes, and adhering to the enemies of the Company who arofe about this 
time, Aroe Seenkang and his followers, and the rebel Crain Bontalancas, they pre¬ 
pared the way for the ruin of the kingdom of Boni, which was effected in the follow¬ 
ing manner: 

Aroe Seenkang, a difeontented Wadjorefe Prince, had for feme time, together with 
his captain, laut, or admiral, touffa, been committing piracies \ he had taken Paffirand 
Cocty, and had even attacked the veflels of the Company. 

Thefe freebooters, therefore, in the years 1735 and 1736, carrying their depreda¬ 
tions to a great excels in the neighbourhood of Mandhar and Cajelie, were encountered 
by the cruifing veflels of the Company, but to no purpofe ; and, in the beginning of 
the year 1736, they landed in fight of Fort Rotterdam, on the adjacent iflands, belong¬ 
ing to the Company, where they plundered the inhabitants, and burnt their houfes. 
Upon this our government equipped feme veflels at Macafler, who attacked the enemy, 
but the battle was flopped by the evening coming on ; and in the night, the enemy 
having effe£fed their purpofes, cunningly gave us the flip, and got away to Wadjo, 
without having fuffered any material damage. 

The Wadjorefe, notwkhftanding the earneft reprefentations of the Company's fer- 
/vants, obflinately refufed to deliver up Aroe Seenkang ; and the Bouginefe in confer 
quence declared war againft them. But it was prafecured with very little vigour } 
for the general and the counfellors of Boni, as w>e have before feen, were in collufion 
with the enemy ; whence this war had an unfortunate iflue. 

The Queen of Boni perceiving the treachery, though too late, fent for the Princes, 
her brothers, who had left Bouton, and were gone over to the Company, and gave 
the command of the army to the el deft ; but matters had already taken fo bad a turn, 
that there was fearedy any poflibility of retrieving them, fo that they were compelled 
to make peace with Wadjo. 

A little before, our people, at the requeft of theSoping nobles, had let Aroe Tanete, 
furnamed the Mad Duke *, go to Soping, to defend that country againft the Wadjorefe; 
but he, attending little to the war with Wadjo, procured, by his intrigues, the So- 
pingers to depofe their Queen, and eleft him for their Datoua, or King, in her ftead ; 
after which he likewife contrived to have bimfelf chofen King by the Bouginefe, of 
which ele&ion they gave communication to the Company's fervants at Fort Rotterdam, 
but it met with their marked difapprobation ; and when the Queen herfelf came for¬ 
ward, lie was obliged to give way to her by flight. 

Upon this, the Wadjorefe made themfelves mafters of Boni, appointed an¬ 
other Queen, acknowledged the rebel Crain Bontalancas for King of Goach, and * 

* Of this Aroe Tanete, it was related, that, like the ancient inhabitants of Celebes, he was a cannibal, 
and remarkably fond of human flefh, fo that he evni'ufed to fatten his prifoncr5, and cutting their heart 
out alive, he cat it rawj with pepper and fait, dleeming it the moll delicious morfel of all. S. 
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■declared themfelves, in this manner, as three united countries, and enemies of the 
Company. 

In the month of April 1739, they came down, took pofTeflion of Goach, and fum- 
moned Fort Rotterdam to furrender. What happened afterwards I have before related 
in the account I have given of Goach. 

When the Company were Javed by the fortune of arms, the next ftep to be taken 
was to relieve Boni; but this, for fome unknown reafon, was only done by halves ; 
for when the Wadjorefe were twice beaten, they were not purfued as far as their capital 
Toffora; and thofe people who refufed to renew their engagements with the Company, 
were fuffered to do as they liked, while the difputes with Wadjo, as well on the part of 
the Company as on the part of Boni, remain unfettled to the prefent day. [Written 
in the year 1759O 

In the mean time, in order, as was pretended, to forward the reftoratlon of the public 
tranquillity, the queen of Boni was prevented from profecuting her juft claim againft 
Aroe Tanete, or the Mad Duke ; and, to her further chagrin, the grant of Bontain, 
which province had been given to that princefs, in the fame manner as to her prede- 
ceffors, as a reward for paft fervices, by the Dutch government at Batavia, was 
annulled. 

She died in the year 1749, and her half-brother Lama Oflbng, was chofen fuc- 
ceffor to the crown of Boni, under the name of Abdul Zadlhab Djalaloedeen, who 
was the reigning king when I was at Celebes, in 1775. He was then a man of up¬ 
wards of eighty years old, and he dwelt in the Bouginefe campon, which is not far 
from our town of Vlaardingen, and, like moft of the native villages, is a place of little 
confi deration. 

He did not lliow much efteem for the Europeans; he governed his febjeCts 
in an arbitrary manner, with much feverity, and paid very little regard to the laws of 
the country, which he always explained according to his will. 

All criminals are accufed before the king, who commiflions his prime minifter, and 
one or two more of the nobles, to examine into the affair. As foon as a report is 
made concerning it, if the culprit be thought worthy of death, the king gives a fign 
with his eyes, and he is immediately carried out and killed with a kris. If aggravating 
circumftances occur, the king gives directions for a more fevere punilhment j the cri¬ 
minal is then bound to a tree, and he is pricked full of Ikin-deep wounds with kriffes, 
and rubbed with fugar or molaffes; the whole body is foon entirely covered with ants, 
and the poor wretch is not relieved by death before he has fuffered the greateft torments. 
But one of the grandees of the kingdom, or a man of noble birth, is never otherwile 
put to death for any crime than by the more merciful method of plunging a kris into 
his bofom. 

Mr. Van Pleuren related to me the following inftance of the cruel character of this 
monarch, which had occurred about two years before. 

Two princes, grandfons of the King, became both enamoured of the fame perfon, 
a young princeis, who was fcarcely more than twelve years old; Ihe was an exquifite 
beauty, poffeffed of every accomplilhment that an education at the court of an eaftem 
monarch could procure her. Both the lovers, notwithftanding their earneft felicita¬ 
tions that Ihe would make choice of one who feould be the favoured youth, could not 
prevail upon her, for a long time, to decide between them ; overcome, however, at length 
by the vehemence of their entreaties, fee at laft declared in favour of the youngeft. 
This, as might be fuppofed, occalioned an implacable enmity between the two princes, 
which was carried to fuch a height, that they drew their kriffes againft each other in a 
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folitary place, with fuch fury, that, had they not been fortunately feparated by fome 
people who caine in time to prevent a fatal cataffrophe, they would probably have both 
fallen vi£tims to their jealoufy and love. 

As foon as this occurrence came to the ears of the King, he fent for both princes, 
and reproached them with great afperity, that they were near depriving him of two 
of his children by their rafli and foolifli conduct, which was the more unpardonable, 
being merely for the fake of a woman. He then commanded them immediately to 
difmifs their animofity, and to live thenceforward together with their accuHomed fra¬ 
ternal affection. 

Thus far all was right. He next fent for the young princefs, and fternly alked her, 
how die dared to avow a choice between two of his grandlbns ? The poor girl, 
trembling and in tears, could make no other reply, than that die had not done fo 
before Ihe was abfolutely compelled to it, and was afraid of fatal confequences, if file 
had remained obflinate in her refufal. 

This difculpation was of no avail to foften the indignation of the King; he knew, 
he faid, a way to preferve his children both from fuch dcbaftng love and from the 
dangerous confequences of it, and that it would be an unheard-of event that one of 
his foils fliould lofe his life for the lake cf a boyilh attachment. He then gave the 
wonted fign of death, and the wretched object of the violent love and furious haired 
of the two princes, was carried out and pierced to the heart, without there being any 
one found who durft pretend to be her advocate, or that her youth and beauty made 
the leaft impreflion upon the obdurate heart of the cruel monarch. 

CHAP. X. — Account of the Kingdom of Soping ; -—Sketch of its Hi/lory. —Loeboe ; _ 

Its Productions. — Dijfolute Conduct of the prefent Queen. — Tanete ; — Its Hijiory. _ 

The Country of Mandhar ; — Its Government — History. — Toadja , or Wadjo ; _ Its 

fmgular Con/iitution. 

THE kingdom of Soping was anciently one of the moll powerful Hates of Celebes ; 
it lies partly along the weftern fiiore of the bay of Boni; to the north it is bounded by the 
great lake called Tamparang Laba, and to the fouth it borders upon Lamoeroe, which, 
together with feveral other fmall Hates, formerly belonged to it, but which afterwards 
became either independent or united to Boni. 

It yields nothing but paddee. In ihe year 1661, after the flight of Radja Palacca, it 
became a fief of Macaffer; but in the year 1667, it was rellored to its liberty by the 
Company. J 

The Kings of Soping have been allied by marriages to thofe of Boni from time im¬ 
memorial. The Sopingers pretend, in the fame manner as thofe of Macaffer and Boni, 
that their fiiH King equally delcended from heaven. After him a feries of lovereigns 
as well Kings as Queens, ruled over them, of whom the prefent reigning King of Boni 
is the twenty-fecond, who, with the confent of the nobles of Soping, governed the 
kingdom by means of a viceroy ; at prefent, however, namely in 1775, it is again under 
its own King, who married the daughter of the King of Boni. He is a faithful ally of 
the Company, and follows in all things the advice of the governor of Macaffer 
although by the bravery of his people, for one Sopinger is better in war than three 
Bouginefe, he could do much more than the King of Boni. His foil is educated at 
the court of his maternal grandfather. 

The part which this kingdom took in the troubles at the time of Crain Bontalancas 
and Aroe Tanete has before been mentioned, 
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, The kingdom of Loeboe, or Loehoe, was the moil powerful and mod: extenfive of 
all the hates of Celebes, before thofe of Macaffer and Boni attained their fubfequent 
celebrity. It ftretches at prefent from Pelopa, the capital of the country, to Larompo, 
being an extent of about twenty leagues along the weftern fliore of the bay of Boni, 
and from the other fide of the city, over the whole of the fduth-eaftera part of 
Celebes, between Bugguefs Bay and the eaftern coaft of the iiland, as far as the AI- 
forefe will fuffer them inland i to the weft, it is bounded by Wadjo, and to the north 
by Taradja. 

The land is fertile in paddee $ it yields likewife good iron, and much gold is found 
in the rivers 

Mr, Blok had not obtained any information refpe£tiag their antient hiftory or Kings* 
The firft King of whom mention is made in the records of the Company, is called 
Crain Haroo ; he was fubdued by the arms of the Company, at the fame time with the 
Macaffers at Bouton. 

The Queen who ruled over the country, when the account of Mr, Blok was written, 
was called Tanralele, and fometimes Afiia \ ftie was, at the fame time, Queen of Tanete ; 
but lhe was afterwards deprived of the crown by the machinations of the King of Boni, 
on account of her alleged diffolute life j for, notwithftanding flie was already very far 
advanced in years, (lie had the fineft men daily brought to her for the fatisfaftion of 
her ftiameful licentioufnefs; while, if fhe met with any one whom lhe did not approve, 
{he had him immediately killed and thrown into the river: a grandfon of the King of 
Boot was appointed King in her ftead. 

This kingdom is likewife in alliance with the Company, and consequently dependent 
upon them. 

The kingdom of Tanete, or Aga Nonfha, fignifying a bridge or ford, lies halfway 
between Fort Rotterdam and the bay of Sorian. It is bounded to the eaft by the prin¬ 
cipality of Mariovi-wavo, to the north by Barroe, to the fouth by Sageree, and to the 
weft by the fea. It ftood, in former times, on friendly terms with Macaffer; after¬ 
wards, upon a war breaking out between them, although Tanete was conquered, it was 
ftili reputed independent and a free ally of Macaffer j but when the King gradually 
began to extend his power over this country, it was, and juftly, looked upon as a ftate 
dependent upon that of Macaffer, as it is called in the reports of the conference of 
Macaffer, on the yth of September 1668, 

At the time of Mr, Speelman, one King Ibrahim reigned here 5 who, during the 
peace of Bonaye, joined the Company, and was received as one of their allies, after 
having entered into and fwom to the engagements di&ated at that time by the Corn' 
pany, to which his fucceffors have ever fmee adhered. 

1 he prelent Queen Tanralele, upon her being made Queen of Loehoe, and going 
thither, gave up the government of Tanete to the King of Boni, and £0 the Company ; 
but having, fonie years afterwards, been driven from the throne of Loehoe, fiie came 
back, and refumed the admitiiftration of her own ftate. 

The country of Mandhar borders upon the fea to the weft, upon Cajelie to the 
north, upon Bionangis to the fouth, and to the eaft upon a trad of defert mountains, 
which afford a fecure refuge to the inhabitants when they are attacked by too power¬ 
ful enemies; they then abandon to them their deferted villages on the fea-coaft, and 
do not return to their habitations till they have been left by the invaders. 

* The gold of Celebes is generally got, as on Sumatra, from the beds of rivers and torrents, and there' 
are many fprmgs iftuing from crevices of rocks, that bring fome gold along with the water, which, running 
through a veffd bottomed with fand, leaves its treafurc behind. Ta. 
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The government of this country was vefted, in former times, in ten nobles, or 
eftates, who had all entered into engagements with the Company; three ot eta 
voluntarily ; the feven others are commonly called Princes ot the feven meis- ie) 

formerly were fubjeft to the Macafiers, and, in token of allegiance, were obliged to 
fend a vearly tribute of long fhields; they even were forced to receive a governoi 
fromMacaffer, whom they, however, rejected in the year 1658, though they remained 

otherwife faithful to that country. , „ . . . 

Bv the con trad of Boni, the Macafiers refigned all claim to the dominion o\ ei 
Mandhar; after which their Princes, or eftates, were fevera times fummoned to entei 
into treaty with the Company ; but they all, except one, obftinately refufed to do it. 
On this account, they were made war againft by the Company, and by S 1 > 

but were never l'ubdued, as they always fled to the mountains; but, mlthe .year it >7 4, 
fearing that they fliould be attacked by Radja Palakka, they humbled themfe ves before 
the Company, and figned and fwore to the engagements required. Yet they never 
much obferved them, efpeciallv not thofe articles which bind them not to navigate any 
vefiels without pafies from the Company, and which forbid them to admit any veffels into 
their harbours which are not provided with fuch paffes. Nevertbelefs they are deferv- 
ing of praife andefteem for the refpeft which they otherwife pay to the Company and 
to Boni, and for the readinefs which they Slewed in affiihng the Company m the hit war. 

Toadja, as pronounced by the Macafiers, or Wadjo, as pronounced by the Bougmefe, 
is fituated north of the river Chidnanfe Boni, which divides this country from that ot 
Boni, extending toPanekee, which, though a free ftate, is efteemed a dependency ot 
Wadjo, and which reaches to Cotenga. Behind Panekee and Keia, Wadjo Wretches 
northwards to Larompo,or Lpehoe. To the weft it touches upon the Borders of Adja 

A T^rg n ovemed e byTrtfPrinces, or Regents, amongft whom women are admitted 
equally with men. Thefe nobles are all obliged to remain m Wadjo ; yet, when requi- 
file they are allowed to go for a fhort time to their lands,^ in order to eftea w a may 
be neceffary ; but as foon as this is done, they mull immediately return to Wadjo. 

The forty are divided into three diftinft bodies, or eftates, each of which has a chief 
banner or flag, to which they belong. Out of each of thefe three again two chiefs are 
chofen, one for warlike affairs, who is ftyled patara, and the other for the civil admi- 
niftration of the government, ftyled padenrang, who have for their prefident the mat- 
toua, or elefted King, who belongs to neither of the three eftates, and conftitutes the 
fortieth Prince, fo that each divifion confifts of thirteen members. 

Thefe laft feven chiefs, to which high authority no woman is admtflibie, form an 
affembly in whom the chief government in every thing is vefted, in the name ot the 
forty nobles of Wadjo, except in the point of making war or peace, lor which the 
grand council of the forty are affembled, in whofe deliberations the mattoua has, it 

neceffary, a double or cafting vote # . Upon 

* Though our Dutch traveller had undoubtedly the beft opportunities for becoming acquaintedvvith 
the fc viral republican, or rather feudal, conftitutions which appear to prevail tn the petty ftates of Celebes, 
it roav not be nunleafing to compare his account with that of Captain Forrell, who navigated m the 
eaftern -arts of India, at different times, from 1763 to 1776, and whofe information on tlm fubjea was 
obtained from llie Indians. “ Warjoo, or Tuadjoo ” he fays, « is governed by an eleftive Prince, called 
Aramatooa. He is eleited for liFe by the four nobles of the highelt rank, called oran cayo batta bazar 
TnoWes of the great flag), from the body of an inferior nobility, called oran cayo batta ampat palo (nobles 
Ke f° v «.£, there being forty in number). When eleAed, if he fliould fay, ‘ I am poor, which may 
be the cafe Y the reply made^o him by the nobleman who prefides at the eleftion is, ‘ Warjoo berennee, 
Warjoo caio, Warjoo gaslfo,’ which f.gnifies, Warjoo is brave, rich, and powerful; mt.mat.ng, no doubt. 
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■ Upon the deceafe of this eminent chief, the three eftates, or the thirty-nine nobles 
as they are then reduced to, are equally aflfembled, who eleQ. one of their own body 
to fucceed to his dignity, without paying any particular attention to his family : but 
fuch regentfhips of the forty as happen to be vacant, are filled up from the neareft 
relations of the deceafed King, provided they are not born of a bondfwoman, 

Thefe people had their (hare in the general oppreflion which was the confequence 
of the extenfion of the power of Macafler, but they redeemed their freedom by the 
payment of one hundred cattis, being one hundred and twenty-five pounds of gold* * 
They live very peaceably among themfelves, and follow their commercial purfuits 
with much a&ivity* They are the greateft merchants of Celebes, and at prefent alfo 
the rieheft and moil redoubted nation of the iiland* They pay no regard to any 
engagements either with the Company or with Boni, alleging that they have been 
cancelled by the laft war ; fince, after that time, Wadjo has increafed in power in pro¬ 
portion as the confideration of Boni has declined* 

CHAP* XL — Account of the Ki?igdoni of Tourattea* — The Country of Linques *«— Ton - 
radja* — The People called Boadjoos* — The Kings of Ereka and Let ha* — The 
Country of Cajelte* — Its Productions* — Toerorgan* — Its Dependencies . — Bode- 
bode ■ — The Ifumd Bouton* — Various petty States upon the IJiand Sumbawa* — 
Pfjir and Coeti , in Borneo* 

TOURATTEA extends from the river Tjeeko, along the fea-coaft to the fouth 
and eaft to the river Tino, the eaftern bank of which belongs to Bontain; it is 
bounded on the north by Macafler, and on the weft and fouth by the fea. 

In ancient times it was inhabited by a free people, living under feveral independent 
Princes j the chief of whom were thofe of Binano and Bankale. The country of 
Linques lies between the two laft named ftates, not far from the bay of Tourattea. 
By the contract of Boni, thdr independence was allowed by the Company, although 
the King of Boni looks upon them as his fubje&s, without admitting them to be 
equally allies of the Company. 

Tourudja is a large country, lying inland, bordering to the north upon the Alforefe 
mountains, which feparate it from the bay of Tominee ; to the eaft upon Loehoe 
and Wadjo, to the fouth upon Sedeenring, and to the weft upon the Mandharefe 
mountains* 

A large proportion of the Touradjefe are mountaineers and idolaters- Another 
part live upon the water, and their veffels are continually roving round Celebes, the 
ifland of Ende and Sumbawa. Thefe fubfift by fithing, by the preparing of 
tripangs # , and by catching of tortoifes for the (hells ; they are iikewife called Boad- 
joos, and are efteemed (laves of Boni, or of Goach f* 

The 


that he (ball want for nothing- He then accepts of the government. Ikfides the four high# and the 
forty inferior nobles, there is ft ill a kind of freeholders called dyons, as in Boni, The aramatooa can only 
keep up the number of the four high and forty inferior nobility, when they are, by want of heirs, extindl ; 
but he cannot increafe the number* In Warjooj the nobility is hereditary,Account of Celebes, added 
to ForretFs Voyage to the Me rgui Archipelago, p. 75 * 

* The fame with fwallow, or fea ffug, mentioned in the following note, Tft. 

f 1 he Boadjoo people, who are Iikewife called oran laut, or men of the fea, are a kind of itinerant fiflier- 
men, faid to come originally from Johore, at the call entrance of the Straits of Malacca, though fome are 
of opinion that they mult have come either from China or Japan, They live chiefly in fmail covered boats 
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The Kings of Ereka and Letha, two fmall diftrlfts, in the weftem part of Touradja, 
are alfo in alliance with the Company. _ 

Cajelie lies upon the weftern fhore of Celebes, towards the north, between Mandhar 
Mamoedje, and Sinlenfa, which is thefouthernmoft place belonging to the government 
of Ternate* 

By the treaty of Boni, this country was ceded to the King of Ternate; but the 
government at Batavia afterwards iffued orders that it ihould be confidered as belong¬ 
ing to the government of Macafier. 

It tiled formerly to yield much cocoa-nut-oil, and to furniih as much of this article 
as was wanted by the Company ^ but fmce the year 1730, ft been lb much ravaged, 
firft by the internal diffentions between their own nobles, and afterwards by the 
Mandharefe, that all the cocoa-nut trees were felled for the purpofe of making beat¬ 
ings : the land lies now almofl uncultivated and defert, and is fubjeft, for the greateft 
part, to the Mandharcfe. 

The petty Kings of this country requeued the aid of the Company, feveral years ago, 
againft the Mandharefe ; upon which fome veffels and troops were fent thither, 
but they behaved fa ill, that the natives forely repented having ever had recourfe to 
the Dutch for ailiftance. 

From the report of the chief perfons employed on thatoccafion by the government 
of Macafler, it appears that the country was then very productive in paddee; as like- 
wife that it yielded much gold, and that in the neighbourhood of Pavigi, which is fitu- 


on the coafts of Borneo, Celebes, and the adjacent iflands. Others dwell clofr to the fea, on thofe bland?, 
their houfcs being rat fed on polls, a little di lance into the Tea, always at the months of rivers. They arc 
Mahomedans, They have a language of their own. but no written charafter. Many Bnadjoos arc fettled 
on the north-we ft coalt of Borneo, who not only fifh, but make fait, and trade in fmall boats along the 
coaft. They make fait in the following manner : they gather fea-weeds. burn them, make a ley of afhes, 
filter it, and form a bluer kind of fait in fquare pieces, by boiling it in pans made of the baik of the anee- 
bong, or cabbage-tree ; thele pieces of fait are carried to market, and pah as a currency for money, Thofe 
fettled on the north-weft coaft of Borneo ufed to fupply the Englilh at Balambangan with rice, fowls, and 
other pro villons. Many of them are fettled at the moor h of the river of Paffir, who employ themfdves chiefly 
in catching fmall Jhrimps with hand-nets, which they pufh through the imid ; the ftirimps, after being 
well wafticd in fea-water, are expofed to a hot fun ; they are then beat in a mortar, and made into a kind 
of pafte called biatchong, which has a ftrong fmell, and h much in requeft all over India. Thefe lall Boad- 
joos may be called fixed or flat ion ary, compared with thofe who live always in their boats, and who, as 
the monfoou fhifts on the Hlands Borneo and Celebes, ftdft their fituation to leeward, fo as to be always 
under the lee of the land, for the fake of fine weather. Moft of thofe who rove round Celebes, though 
they change their liiuation with the monfoon, confidtr Mac after as their home. When Captain Carteret 
lay at Contain, a fleet of more than a hundred fail of their boats anchored there $ they were from twelve to 
eighteen and twenty tons burden, and carried from fix teen to twenty men : they were all under Dutch 
colours The Boadjoo boats which Captain Forreft faw at the little Patern oiler 1 Hands, between Borneo 
and Celebes, were about five or fix tons burden ; feveral had women and children on board, and their 
women are faid to be capable of managing their veffels, even in heavy feas: they lay at anchor fiftimg for 
the fwallow or fca-flug in feven o. eight fathoms water. They fee the {wallow in clearwater, and ftrike 
it as it Hes on the ground, with an inllrument confining of four bearded iron prongs, fixed along an almoft 
cylindrical ftone, father fmaller at one end than at the other, about eighteen inches long; an iron ihoi is 
fixed at ihe end of the iW, next the point of the prongs. The fwallow is dried in the fmoke, and fent 
to the China market. They alfo div c f or it, the belt being got in deep water. The black is reputed the 
hell; but there is fome of a lighter colour, found only in deep water, which is of more value in Lhina than 
the black, and fold even for forty dollars a pieol; the pieces are much larger than the general run of the 
black fwaliow, fome of them weighing half a pound. The white is the word, and is ealily got In filial 
water, and on the dry fand, among coral rocks at low water ; its value is about four or five dollars a picoh 
The Boadjoos are very ufefut to the Dutch Eafblndia Company, m carrying intelligence fpeedily from 
place to place. Tr. 
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ated upon the gulph or bay of Tominee, gold is found by digging about four feet 
under the furface of the earth. 

Toerongan is fituated inland. This negree, or town/hip, and eight others apper¬ 
taining to ir, bear the denomination of Wauwo Woele, or the leffer mountains. They 
were formerly all free, and dependent upon no one j afterwards, and pofterior to the 
conqueft of Samboupo, fix of them were admitted, at their earne/t requelt, into the alli¬ 
ance of the Company ; and not long after the people of Touraayo, fituated behind 
Goach, at the foot of the mountains, and fome others in that neighbourhood, were 
equally, at their own defire, included in the treaty of Boni. 

In time of war thtfe places are of great importance, but moll of them are at prefent 
united with Boni; as is the cafe with Boele-boele and its appurtenances, which is 
fituated in the bay of Boni, at and near the river of the fame name. To the weft it 
has Wauwo Woele, to the fouth the river Calfa, to the north the river Tanka, and to 
the eaft the fhores of the bay. This country is likewife fomeiimes called Tellolimpoe ; 
it has three chief negrees, or town (hips, namely Boele-boele, Taman te, and Radi a* 
which are all independent of each other. ’ 

Before and during the war of 1667/thefe people were the faithful allies of the Ma- 
caffers, who, by the treaty of Boni, gave up all claim to this country and its inhabitants. 
After that war it was pofleffed by the Radja Palacca, and it was governed by him in 
behalf of the Company, remaining one of their moft obedient allies; but after his 
death, it continued under the dominion of Boni, whufe -Kings now look upon it as an 
appendage of their crown. 

Thefe are the principal matters relative to the kingdoms and ftates of Celebes, 
which I found particularly mentioned in the aforefaid maiiui'cript account. 

I /hall, in conclufion, fay fomething of the more diftant countries, which, though they 
do not peculiarly belong to Celebes, have much relation to the Company’s government 
at Maca/fer. 

Bouton is a pretty large ifland, lying eaft of Celebes, of which I fhall fay more, in 
the account of my voyage from Macafler to Amboyna. 

The Kings of this iiland have equally acceded to the treaty of Boni, though they 
have not conftantly ftuck to it; for in the year 1752, they fuffered the Company’s flnp 
Ruft en Werk (reft and work) to be plundered by pirates, for which the Boutonners 
received a fevere correction from the Company in the year 1755 ; they then fought 
for aid from Boni and Ternate, but not fucceeding in this; they began, by degrees, to 
incline towards peace, and /hewed an inclination to keep their engagements with the 
Company, without however, either renewing them, or paying the penalty which was 
iinpoled upon them by the Company, on account of the perfidioufhefs they had been 
guilty of. 

The petty ftates which are fituated on the oppofite ifland of Sumbawa, viz. Dima, 
Dompo, 1 ambora, Sangar, Papekat, and Sumbawa, are independent of each other, 
but united together by a defenfive alliance, as far as regards their poffeflions on the 
ifland Sumbawa. They are likewife all feparately the allies, and under the protection 
of the Company. 

Bima lies at the eaft end of Sumbawa, about forty-five leagues fouth of the fouth- 
weft point of Celebes, and the paflage over can be efle&ed, in a good ve/fel, the whole 
year round. It is a free ftate, under whofe jurifdiCtion are comprehended the Straits 
of Sappy, the whole of Mangery at the weft point of the ifland of Ende, and the ifland 
Goenong-api, which laft lies a little to the north of Bima. 
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The Princes of Bima, Dompo, Tambora, Sangar, and Papekat have, in general, 
obferved their engagements with the Company pretty well; but thofe of Sumbawa 
have paid little attention to them* by the infligation of the Macaffers and Wadjorefe, 
who refort in great numbers to thefe iflands, efpecially the latter, who are great mer¬ 
chants and adventurous navigators, and, with their country boats, they keep the fea in a 
moft furprizing manner j they are even faid to go as far as the EngHfli {Settlement at 
Bencoolen, on the weft coafl of Sumatra*. 

Paflir and Coeti are two little ftates, or fea-ports, fituated on the eafl fide of the 
ifland Borneo, and were anciently conquered by the Macaffers f. 

Their Princes ufed formerly to vific thefe places alone, or only accompanied by their 
relatives, prohibiting their other fubjefts or allies from going thither* But thefe ftates 
were received into alliance with the Company in the year 1 686. 

In 1726, they were taken by the famous fugitive Wadjorefe Prince and pirate Aroe 
Seenkang, and have ever fince paid an annual tribute to him J. 

CHAP* XII. — Account of Fort Rotterdam ^ and of the Lands of the Company around it. 
— Difputes with the Macaffers about the Limits. — The Northern Provinces . — Occur¬ 
rences relating to them , — Maros * — Siang. — Labaccan* — Sageree . — Southern Pro - 
vinces*' — Poelembankeeng. — Gaiiffbng.' — IJlands on the Coafl . — Tanaheke , and the 
Three Brothers* — Bantam . — Character of its Inhabitants . -— Defcripihn of the Bay 
mid Fort . — Baelecomba . — ProduElmts . *— Its Road and Fort . — Bera* — Ship¬ 
building* — Defcription of their Proas , — The Inhabitants* 

■ HAVING given an account of the principal matters relative to the allies of the 
Company, I fhall next proceed to deferibe the Company's own lands, which belongs 
to the government of Maeaffer. 

Of the Company's poffeflions in Celebes, Fort Rotterdam is the chief. It lies in the 
kingdom of Maeaffer, and belonged formerly to the jurifdiftion of Tello. It is on the 
weft coafl of Celebes, in the fouth latitude of five degrees feven minutes, and is the 
head fettlement of the Company here. It is called Oedjong Pan dang in the treaty of 
Boni, by which it was ceded to the Company, together with the diftrifl: belonging to 
it. None of the contracts point out the exaft diftance to which the jurifdi&ion round 
the fort ought to be extended, on which account the Macaffers endeavour to circum- 
feribe it to the north within the exterior bounds of the town, or negree, of Vlaardmgen 

* Captain Forreft mentions to have feen fifteen prows, from Celebes, at a time, at Bencoolen, loaded 
with a mixed cargo of fpices, wax, caflia, fandal-wood, dollars, and the cloths of Celebes, called cam* 
bays. Tr. 

f Forreft informs us that Paflir was a colony from Wadjo, and that the Wadjorefe equally formed fettle- 
•tnents on Sumbawa, and at Rbio, in the Straits of Malacca. Tr. 

^ Paflir Teems now to be entirely freed From the influence of the Dutch, the tribute mentioned by the 
author being oftenfibly required for the protection of the freedom of the port; and in 1772, when the 
Engtiih Baft India Company’s fhfp Britannia was there, a factory was intended to be eftablifhed chiefly for 
the fale of opium, Indoftan piece-goods, and the purchafe of the precious commodities, fpices, gold, wax, 
&c, brought thither by the BugguefTes; this plan was only fruftrated by a commotion taking place in 
the town, at which the Engliflt commander, rather needlefsty took the alarm, and quitted the country. 
Paflir was then a place of great trade j with two fathoms water on the muddy bar of a river that led up to 
the town, forty-five miles, the tide running a good way up above the town ; this confided of about three 
hundred wooden houfes on the north fide of the river, moll of them inhabited by Bugguefs merchants t the 
boufe and wooden fort of the Sultan was on the fouth fide, a very little way from the river. The Bri¬ 
tannia lay about fifteen miles off the river's mouth, in fix fathoms, muddy ground, Tr. 
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an«l its fuburbs j to the fouth within the outward line of the campon JSaro; and to the 
eaft they define it to extend no farther than to Bontualack. 

The difference in this, and in many other refpecls, between the Macaffers and the 
Company arifes from the circumflance, that the treaty of Boni remained in full force 
after the conqueft of Samboupo, or rather that it was never altered and amended, or 
at leaft explained, upon the change of affairs, although the Company have fince been 
three times at war with the Macaffers, and the iffue has every time been fuch that 
they had only to prefcribe their conditions yet this neceffary emendation, it feems, has 
never been thought of. 

The prefent jurifdiftion of the Company, as claimed and maintained by them, ex¬ 
tends from Sambong Java to what is called the Kraal ; thence northward along the 
fait marlhes behind Bontualack, as far as the river Patinga Loang not far from Oedjong 
Tana. 

The northern provinces include the lands of Maros, with the half of Sodian and 
Barras, or Cabbe Siang •, Labaccan, with Bongero and Sageree, which are the plains 
lying between Tello and Tanete, the proper granaries of Celebes ; then the places 
which are fuuated between thefe plains and the mountains ; and laftlv, the mountain 


villages, or negrees. 

Thefe lands, which border upon each other, have the fea to the weft; Tanete and 
Maros to the north; Lamoeroe to the eaft; and the kingdom of Macaffer to the fouth. 

They were all conquered during the reign of the Macaffer King Allah Oedeen, who 
reduced them to fervitude, and divided them by villages and lots among the nobles of 
Macaffer, who received from the inhabitants, as from their own property, the tenth of 
the produce, and the ufual feudal fervtces, till Oftober 1668, when, upon the rupture 
with the Macaffers, Maros was taken by the Company and their allies, but it fell again 
into the hands of the enemy on the 20th of November enfuing *, however, upon the 
conqueft of Samboupo, this province was alfo fubdued bv our people. 

In the year 1736 or 1737, when the northern provinces were overrun by the rebel 
Crain Bontalancas, all of them either voluntarily or by force abandoned the fide of the 
Company, and took up arms againft them ; but when Maros was retaken in Auguft 
* 737 ) by Governor Smout, rnoft of the chiefs returned to their former allegiance, 
while the others abfeonded, though they were afterwards purfued and taken, and 
underwent a well merited puniflnnent. 

Thofe who returned to their duty, together with other chiefs newly appointed, were 
fummoned in January 1738 to the fort, where thofe who were guilty, but had returned 
of themfelves received a pardon ; and all of them, Labaccan excepted, abjured for 
ever the dominion of Macaffer, and were accordingly again received as faithful fubje&s 
to the Company. 

A junior merchant has the fuperintendence over all thefe provinces; he refides in 
that of Maros, between the palifadoed fort called Valkenburg and the negree Soeryje- 
rang; the lands around the Company’s pagger, or palifadoed fort, in the king¬ 
dom of Tanete, on the river Pantjana, are alfo under this refident. 'J he number of 
negrees, or townfhips, over which the Company’s jurifdiction and the authority of 
the refident at Maros extends, amounts to three hundred and feventy. 

For the government of the inhabitants under the refident Maros has, befides five 
native regents, who are eleOed by the elders of the people, from the neareft relatives 
of fuch as have died, and are prefented to the governor and council at Macaffer, who 
confirm the election, with a referve neverthelefs for the approbation of the govern¬ 
ment at Batavia. 

h h Siang 
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Siang has one regent chofen from among the natives, who is called Loma: 

Labaccan has a!fo one native regent * who has the appellation of Crain. 

Sageree has five of thefe regents, the chief of whom is Crain Mangalong* 

The greateft part of the inhabitants of thefe plains, however, are Bouginefe, who 
are very induftrious in agriculture : thefe again have their ow r n peculiar chiefs, who 
are appointed by the King of Boni; but they are* as well as the fubjects of the Com¬ 
pany, liable to the levy of the tenth part of the rice-Karveft. 

The other provinces lying between thefe plains and the mountains, have likewife 
their own regents appointed to rule over them in behalf of the Company, moil of them 
under the title of Crain, with the adjeftion of the name of the negree, which is under 
their authority. Thefe laft furnifti the timber and bamboos wanted fur the Company s 
pofl at Soeryjerang and logs for repairing the wooden pier at tort Rotterdam* 

Befides thefe regents they have likewife among themfelves fevcral inferior chiefs, 
whom they call galarangs* They live quietly under their own laws, and in the enjoy¬ 
ment of their own religion ; and perform the feudal fervlces required of them by the 
Company, as their rightful lord paramount. 

To the fouth of Fort Rotterdam,, on the weft coaft, the Company poffefs the final! 
provinces of Poelem Bankeeng and Galiflbng, being within the kingdom of Macaffer 
Proper, between the fifh-pools of Aing and the river Tjikoa; but the little ftate of 
Sandraboni lies in the middle. Thefe plains were fubdued by the Company in the 
war of 1667* _ 

The inhabitants of both thefe diftridfts make good foldiers, and thofe of Galmong 
are efteemed here the befl feamen : when the Company want failors at Macaffer, they 
are obliged to ferve without any other pay than their fubfiftence. 

To the province of Galiflbng belong the ifland lanakeke, and the fmall iflands 
called the Three Brothers, which equally by right of conqueft, are the property of the 
Company, and the inhabitants of them their fubjedts ; as is the cafe with all the other 
illands which are fcattercd along the weft coaft ol Celebes, irom the point of lourattea 
to Tanete. The Macaffers have a colony of Touradjefe upon the ifland Great Barnang*, 
but many of thefe iftands are uninhabited, fome of them are inhabited by the fubjefts of 
the Company, and a few by Bouginefe* 

On the fouth coaft and on the eaft (here of the Bay of Boni, the Company poffefs the 
kingdoms of Bon tain, Boele Comba, and Bera, together with their dependencies. 

Bontain is bounded on the weft by the river lino, which divides it from the king¬ 
dom of Tourattea; on the north by the mountains which bear its own name j on the 
eaft by the river Kalekongang, and on the fouth by the fea. 

It was anciently confidered among the dependent allies of Macaffer, and was ruled by 
their Kings j but it has twice been conquered by the arms of the Company and their 
allies, and was ceded to them in property by the treaty of Boni. 

It is a very pleafant country, and is fertile in rice. There is a larger bay for fhips 
and veffels of all deferiptions, and the people of this land, and thofe of Boele Comba 
and Bera are the befl natored, moll peaceful and traftable, of all the fubjecls which 
the Company have in the whole ifland of Celebes *. 

This 

* 

* Captain Carteret gives us fevcral inftances of the patient and unrcfenting temper of tire inhabitants 
of Bontain, which occurred while he lay there. The bay he deferibts as a large one, where (hips may lie 
in perfeft fafety during both the monfoons j the foundings are good and regular, and the bottom foft mud ; 
nor is there any danger in coming in, but a ledge of roetts which arc above water, and are a good marie 
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This kingdom was once given by the Company to Radja Palacca, as a reward for 
the great fervices rendered to them ; but, from default of male heirs, falling again to 
them, it was afterwards confidered as a too important pbffeffion ever to part with it 
again, without the mo ft urgent neceffity. 

It is governed by two native regents, who bear the title of Crain ; namely one who 
rules over Bantam, and one over Tempo boele, under whom there are feverat gnlarangs, 
or village-chiefs. All thefe, together with the ferjeant who commands at the Com¬ 
pany's pagger, or palifadoed fort, are under the authority of the refident, whole jurif- 
diaion likewife extends over Boele Comba, which was alfo anciently a ieparate king¬ 
dom, but was brought under the yoke of the Macafters in later times. 

It ftretches from the river Kalekongang, which divides it from Bontain, to Bera, 
or rather to the river Banpang, wftiich runs between them ; to the north of it lie the 
mountains of Kyndang, which feparate it from Boni, or rather from the highlanders 
of Touraayo; to the fouth it is walked by the Cea. 

This province is likewife one of the conquefts of the Company, and its inhabitants 
are, therefore, their fubjecis \ and they have, together with thole ot Bontain, the fame 
duties to fulfil, and enjoy the fame privileges, as thofe who dwell in the Company’s 
northern provinces- 

Two head regents are In like manner appointed to rule over this diftriet, namely, 
Crain Gantarang and Crain Oedjonglowe, who have feveral galarangs under therm 

The land is fertile in rice, and abounds in game and exteniive foreftsj but the tim¬ 
ber is not adapted to the conflruftion of houles* 

In the weft monfoon, the road before Boele Comba is dangerous for ftiips; fmatl 
velTels, however, can run into the river Kalekongang at high water. At or near the 
mouth of this river {lands the Company’s palifadoed fort Carolina, in which the refi- 
dent, who is a junior merchant, has his abode. 

To him is equally entrufted the fuperintendence over Bera, which province reaches 
from the river Bampang eaftward along the fea-coaft: to the point of Laffem (called 
Laffoa in our charts), and thence northward to the point of Cadjang; on the land- 
fide it borders upon Boele Comba, Tourang, and Kadjang, belonging to Boele- 
boele. 

The whole of this country was ceded to the Company by*the treaty of Bom. It is 
barren and rocky, and yields to its inhabitants nothing but ocbee* in the room of rice 
or bread \ if they want paddee, they mild have recourfe to Boele Comba, or Bima. 
It has feme woods, from which the inhabitants, and thofe of Boele Comba, obtain 


for anchoring. The higheft land in fight is called Bontain Hill? and when a fhrp is in the ofHng, at the 
diftanceof two or three miles from the land, fhe fhemld bring this hill north, or north half weft, and then 
run in with it and anchor. In this bay there are feveral fmall towns? that which is called Bontain lies 
in the north-call part of it, and here is a fmall palifadoed foit, on which eight guns are mounted, that 
carry a ball of about eight pounds weight: k is juft fuffteknt to keep the country people in fubjedton, 
and is intended for no other ptirpofe: it lies on the fouth fide of a fmall river, ami there is water fora fhip to 
come cbfe to it. Wood and water are to be procured here in great plenty; likewife plenty of freffi provilions, 
at a reafonable rate : the beef is excellent, but it would be difficult to procure enough of It for a fquadron. 
Jlice may be had in any quantity, fo may fowls and fruit : there are alfo abundance of wild hogs in 
the woods, which may be purchafed at a low price, as the natives, being Mahomedans, never eat them ; 
and filh may be caught with the feme. The latitude of Bontain Hill is five degrees thirty minutes fouth. 
The tides are very irregular - f commonly kis but once high and once low water in four-aud-twenty hours, 
and there is feldom fi k feet difference between them. Tk. 

* Fanicum corvi. 
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middling good timber for building proas; the chief building yards of the Maeaffers 
were formerly at this place *. 

The men of Bera are in general good warriors, both at fea and at land; the 
richeft among them are merchants; the others employ therafelves in building of 
proas, and in manufacturing a fort of coarfe white cloth, from the cotton which grows 
in tolerable abundance herej a fmall annual tribute of thefe cloths is paid to the Com¬ 
pany. 

This country has ten regents, of whom the chief is Crain Bera. Thefe come once 
a year to Fort Rotterdam to difcharge their tribute. 


CHAP. XIII. — Account of the Ifland Saleyer. — Its Productions- — Government. — 
CharaCIer of the Inhabitants. — IJlands of Bonaratte and Calawwe. — Intricacy and 
Difficulty of the Government of Macaffer. — ContraCl , or Treaty, of Bont. — Miflaken 
Policy of the Company. — Declining State of their Authority. — Encroachments and 
clandejline Trade of the Englifh. — Difficulty of preventing them. — Alarm excited at 
Macaffer by the Arrival of Captain Carteret, in 1768. — Account of that Affair .— 
Bad Confequences of the Second never fucceeding to the Governorjhip. — Emoluments of 
the Governor at Macaffer. — The other Servants of the Company. — The Company's 
Trade. — Private Trade. — Impoffibility of preventing Smuggling. — Opinions of Go¬ 
vernor Mojfel on thefe SubjeCls, — Receipts and Charges of this Settlement. — Memorial 
of Mr. Van Pleuren on the Trade of the Company. — EJlabltjhment of Macaffer. — 
Malays. — Their Chief or Captain. — Trade of the Cbinefe to Celebes. — Defcription 
of their Junk. — Departure from Macaffer. 


THF. ifland Saleyer lies nearly fouth of the point of Laflein, full two leagues ; in 
the ftrait between them are the Budjeroons, called by our feainen the Boeferoens, which 
are three {mail, uninhabited iflets. 

There are feveral other iflands which lie round and near Saleyer, and belong to it, of 
which however only two are inhabited, namely, Bonaratte and Calauwe. 

The MacafTers, who had poffeffion of Saleyer, made a ceffion of it, by the treaty of 
Boni, to the King of Ternate; but it has fince, in the lapfe of time and by flow degrees, 
been wrt-fted from the Ternatefe, by the Company. 

Saleyer is very mountainous and woody, and there are many deer in its forefts. It 
produces ocbee and batta: the laft is a fort of millet, which conftitutes a chief part of 
the food of its inhabitants. Much coarfe blue and white Itriped cloth is made here 
of the capas, or cotton, which it like wife produces t* 


* They builil their proas, which they call paduakans, very tight, by dawliug the plaiflks together, as 
coopers do the parts that form the head of a calk, and putting the bark of a certain trie between, which 
fwells, and then fit timbers to the planks, as at Bombay ; but do not rabbet, as it is called, the planks, 
as 13 done there* In Eutope we build reverfely \ we fet up the timbers fir it, and fit the planks to them 
afterwards. They are bigotied to old models and fixtures in fitting* their yeffels. The largeft never exceed 
fifty ions. They have their bow lowered, or cut down, in a very awkwaid mariner, fo as io be often under 
water j a bulk-bead is raifed a good way abaft the Hem, to keep olf the fea* They have a tripod maft* 
with a high pointed fail; the tripod mail is made of three ftout bamboos ; two rifing from the fides, and 
one from the fore-part of the vefTeh lafhed together at the top : the two feet abrealt are bored at the lower 
end acrofs, with holes about tbtee inches in diameter ; and thefe holes receive the two ends of a piece of 
timber* which goes acrofs, like a main thaft; on thefe the two abreaft parts of the tripod turn, as upon a 
hinge : the fore part of the maft is fixed forward like a mainllay, to a knee a*midfhips, with a forelock; 
by unlocking the forelock, the mail is ftruck in a moment, Tft. 

f Captain Fore ft, who was call away, in the Bonetta ketch, on a fmall, defert, fandy ifland, eaft of 
Saleyer, travelled acroft the latter in 1763, accompanied by the refident# They were carried by inert up 

the 
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This iiland is governed by fourteen regents, who refort once a year, in the month 
of October, to Fort Rotterdam, with two hundred and fifty or three hundred of their 
countrymen, to perform the cu [tomary duties of vaffalage, and to fet forth inch difputes 
as they may have among themfelves, in order to obtain a dedfron in them- - 

This people are pufillanimous and fervile, and, at the fame time, quarrelfome and 
perverfe; infomuch, that if their fituadon be not exactly to their own liking, they im¬ 
mediately emigrate with the whole of their family to another country, 

A junior merchant is placed here as refident in behalf of the Company, who has 
his abode near or in a palifadoed pagger, or redoubt, called Defence, which lies, as I 
was informed, in five degrees fouth latitude. 

The before-mentioned iilands Bonaratte and Calauwe were given in fief to the old 
Radja Palacca. Pie made ufe of the firfl for a place of education and inltruXion for 
his dancing girls \ to which purpofe his fucceffors in the kingdom of Boni likewife 
appropriated it ; hence thefe iflands are mollly inhabited by Bouginefe, and but very 
few Saleyers are found upon them. 

From thefe fhort fbetches and defcriptions of the nations who inhabit the great ifland 
of Celebes, may eafily be deduced the different relations, in which they Hand towards 
each other, and towards their neighbours, both with refpect to their internal policy, 
and their foreign connexions ; and hence may likewife be feen, how intricate and 
troublefome the office of governor of Macaffer mult be, In order to reconcile the jar¬ 
ring interefl: of all thefe numerous petty flates with each other, and with the interefl 
of his employers- 

The contract, or treaty, of Boni, which has been fo often mentioned in the preced¬ 
ing pages, was the foundation upon which the fuperitruXure of the Company's power 
and influence in Celebes was ereXed more than a century ago* Boni, who firfl en¬ 
tered into this engagement, and whence it has always been called the contraX of Boni, 
has for that reafon been ever efteemed the firfl and oldeft ally of the Company. It 
was at that time in danger of being fubdued by the Macaffers ; and not pofiefling 
fufficiem power to oppofe fo redoubted an enemy, it may therefore be eafily conceived 
that the Bouginefe readily embraced the opportunity of entering into the flriXefl alii- 
* with the Company, whofe power was fo great, and fo renowned throughout India, 
that whoever were their allies might diveft themfelves of all fear of being maftered. 
I his was in faX apparent in the fequel. Macaffer was fubdued, and Boni, being thus 
freed from the fear of their hereditary adverfaries, increafed more and more in great- 
nefs and luflre, more dpecially during the government of Radja Palacca. It became 
an adopted political maxim, that Macaffer fhould be continually kept under; and this 
has been till the prefent time fo ftriXly adhered to, that Boni has been rendered fo‘ 
great and powerful, that it is at prefent out of all queflion to preferibe rules or bounds 
to that kingdom, although the miftake is now molt clearly perceivable : it even happens 
from time to time, and every year, that different portions of terrirory, which apper¬ 
tain to the Company by right of eunquefl, are fuffered by the negligence or indul¬ 
gence of the governors to be wrefled from them by Boni, under fonie plaufible pretext 
or other ; while thefe encroachments are likewife afterwards unaccountably ratified by 
the government at Batavia. 


the very fteep bi!L, that run along the middle of the ifland from north to fouth, on bamboo chairs,, made 
on the fpot and they went over the flat lands on horfcback. He computes the inhabitants of Sakyer 
U) amount to about fixty thou fan d They drink much of a liquor called faguire, drawn from- the palm- 
tree ; they burn tallow from the tallow-Uee, as in China. Tfc, 
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The prefent fovercign of Boni has brought it fo far that one of his grandfons has 
afcended the throne of the powerful kingdom of Loehos, and which the Company 
have been obliged to wink at; perhaps the danger to their interefts, which lies in this 
vaft increafe of the power and influence of the Bouginefe monarch, has not been fuffi- 
ciently infilled upon by their fervants, or it may even be, that it has been reprefented 
in a favourable light. 

Hereby, and by feveral other circumftances, the authority of the Company has fo 
much declined in Celebes, that their poffeffions in the ill and may be confidered as very 
inferior in importance to others. Little regard is now paid to the treaty of Boni, 
upon which every thing hinged heretofore. The King ot Boni has even prefumed to 
prefer a claim upon the campon Baro, clofe to the fort, becaufe he refided for fome 
time in it, when he had fled to the Company for protection againft his After Aroe 
Palacca. It is not impoffible, that when this prince is dead, other darker clouds may 
arife : for this is certain, that all the native princes are jealous of the footing which 
the Company have obtained upon the ifland, and envy them their poffeffions; and if 
they could but remain united among themfelves, they would not let flip .any opportu¬ 
nity of freeing themfelves from their dependence, by expelling the Dutch from Celebes, 
or at leaft curtailing their power and influence. This it is what conftimtes the 1110ft 
important, as well as the molt difficult and delicate, part of the ad min if hat ion at 
MacafTer, namely, to infpire the principal nations with jealoufy and diftruft of each other, 
at the fame time preventing and avoiding, as much as poflible, all actual hoftilities and 
interference, in order not to be forced to join either one or the ocher. 

The Company are not only menaced on this fide, but their hereditary rivals in trade, 
the Englifh, feek likewife to cftablifli themfelves here, which they had nearly effected, 
about the liver of Sadraboni, a few years ago. The Bouginefe, Wadjorefe, and Mand- 
harefe are much attached to them, and allift them in the purchafe of fpices from 
Ceram and other iflands. Their new eftablilhment at Balambangang gives them op¬ 
portunities of connection with the merchants and other individuals of the different 
nations who refort to Paffir and Soeti, or have fettled there, and of drawing them over 
to their interefts; and if they were to perfevere in their endeavours, it would be very 
difficult to prevent them from obtaining a footing in Celebes; efpeckdly upon confider- 
ing what happened with refpeCl; to the little Englifh Hoop of war, the Swallow, in 1763, 
whofe flay at Macaffer I mentioned in my former vpyage; and though the circum¬ 
ftances attending it, were contradicted to me now that f was at Macaffer, it was in 
fuch a manner as rather confirmed my belief in the credibility of Captain Carteret; if 
a little iloop of twelve guns, with a fick and exhaufted crew, was enough to caufe fuch 
an alarm, what would be the event if a greater force were to appear in thefe feas*. 

If 

* When Captain Carteret readied Macaffer, from the South Seas, his Clip’s company were in a dying 
condition, and it was in order to procure refrefltment for them, and flicker againft the approaching bad 
monition, that he touched there. His arrival excited the greateft alarm, and all the floops and vtffcls that 
were proper for war were fitted out with the utmoft expedition. He, however, thought to have been an 
overmatch for their whole fea-force, had all his people been well; but they were fo reduced, that a boat 
having been difpatchcd on ihorc, the united flrength of the remaining men was not fufficiertt to weigh the 
anchoi, though a fraall one, in order to proceed nearer to the town. As foon as it was known who he 
was, he was commanded, by a letter from the governor, “ inllantly to depart from the port, without 
coming any nearer to the town ; and not to anchor on any part of the coail, or permit any of his people 
to land in any place that was under the governor’s jurifdifiion and notwithftanding all bis remon ft ranees, 
and occularj demonfiration of the emaciated and diflrtffed ilate of the crew, the fhort and final anfwer of the 
deputies of the governor, who brought the letter, v as, “ that they had abfolute and indifpenfable orders 
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If there be any government among the Company’s poffeffions, that requires a chief 
who is a man of knowledge and of found judgment, vigilant and zealous in difcovering 
every machination and defign that are concerted in the furrounding kingdoms and pro¬ 
vinces, it is that of Macaffer. As thefe qualities are feldom found in luch perfons as 
are raifed to the head of affairs from the deflc, or other employments which have no 
affinity with the art of goverment, it is evident that their adminiftration cannot but be 
productive of the itioft prejudicial confequences ; and, for my own part, I entertain no 
doubt that there have been governors fent thither from Batavia, who have never 
become acquainted with even the names of the greateft part of the nations with whom 
they had to deal, much lefs with the various and intricate connections fubfifting between 
them and the Company. 

I think it a radical defect in the management of the Company’s affairs, that fcarcely 
ever the fecond perfon, in any adminiftration, fuececds to the office of chief governor, 
in the fettlement to which he is attached. He muft incontrovertibly poffefs more local 
knowledge than one who only knows the place by name, and who has never affifted 
at the deliberations of the local council. Yet the mode which l condemn is fo uni- 
verfally adopted, that it muft even be furmifed to be a maxim laid down by perfons in 
high authority, the motives of which it is impoffible to divine. 

At the fame time, the government of Macaffer not being a very lucrative one, the 
governors feldom wiffi to remain long in it; and they do not, therefore, take much 
pains to dive deep into the knowledge of affairs, each thinking that it will laft his 
time. 

Befides what the Company allow the governor out of the profits upon trade, and 
the territorial revenues * *, there are other private advantages, which help to make out 
his otherwife inconfiderable income. In the firft place, the collection of the tenth of 
the produce of the earth, at which the governor is prefent, one year in the northern, and 
the other year in the fouthern provinces. Secondly, the yearly letting out to farm the 
duties on articles of confuraption, for a preference in which two or three thoufand 
piafters are generally given as a prefent. Thirdly, prefents are likewife given to the 
governor when vacancies occur among the petty kings of the oppofite iilands by their 
fucceffors, to procure his favour. In the fourth place gifts are likewife offered by 


from their matters, not to fuEfrr any (hip, of whatever nation, to (lay at that port, and that thefe orders 
they muft implicitly obey.” To this Captain Carteret replied, that perfons in their fituation had nothing* 
worfc to fear than what they Coffered, and that therefore if they did not immediately allow him the liberty 
of the port to purchafe refrelhments, and procure Ihelter, he would, as foon as the wind would permit, 
in defiance of all their menaces, and all their*force, go and anchor dole to the town j that it, at laft, he 
(hould find htmlelf unable to compel them to eomply with requifitions, the reafonablenefs of which could 
not.be controverted, he would run the (hip aground under their walls, andafter felling their lives as dearly as 
they could, bring upon them the difgrace of having reduced a friend, and ally to fo dreadful an extremity. It 
was not till after he had begun to put his threats in execution, by getting under fail, and proceeding towards 
the town, that a treaty was entered into with him, by which, after much altercation, he was permitted to 
go to the bay of Bontain, in order to procure the needfary fupplies of provifions and water, to ereft aa 
hofpital fur his lick, and to find (belter from the bad monfoon, till the return of a fit feafon for failing to 
the weftward. Tr . 

* The Dutch Company fupply their eaftern fettlements with the cloths of Indoftan at 33? per cent, 
advance on the prime colt} whatever they fell for more is the profit of their fervants. Five per cent, for 
commiffion and del credere on the file of all articles, is divided hetweem the governor and the fecond 3t' 
Mac-fler; the former has likewife an allowance ofy.3000 (about Z75I- llerling) per annum, to mAe 
good the expcnce he is at in entertaining the native princes and grandees. Ta. 

others. 
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others, upon his coming to the government ; as for example, by tliofe of Bera, who 
are obliged to prefent him with a new proa, made in refpeft to fize and lhape according 
to prefcribed rules, and fuch as, being fent to Bima, or Sumbawa, fometimes fetches 
fifteen hundred piafters. And others of lei’s importance; the mode of obtaining which 
is not known to me. 

The other head fervants in the Company's employ, at this place, confifts of the fol¬ 
lowing officers: 

The vice-governor, or fecond, who has the title and rank of fenior merchant. The 
trade that is carried on here, chiefly relates to his department. He is at the fame 
time commercial book-keeper, and has an afliftant, who writes the Company’s ledger. 
As is cuftomary in all the Company’s fettlements, the fecond in command is prefident 
of the council of juftice, and of other boards. All his offices, however, put together 
yield but little. Mr. Van Pleuren, who had filled this ftation for eight years, allured 
me more than once (and I have no reafon to doubt what this worthy man told me in 
this rdpeft, having heard it confirmed by feveral intelligent and uninterefted perfons), 
that taking one year with another, his income had not exceeded five hundred rix- 
dollars, or twelve hundred gilders, per annum, for the whole time he had been the 
fecond at Macafler. This fum might, indeed, eafily have been quadrupled by unlaw¬ 
ful means; as by receiving prefents, in the quality of prefident of the council of 
juftice; by giving undue preferences to Chinefe merchants, or others, in the difpofal 
of the Company’s piece-goods; by winking at monopolies in trade; and by other evil 
means, which are fufficiently notorious. 

The commander of the military is the third in order; he has the title and rank of 
fenior merchant. 

Next follow the fhebandar, or mafter of the port, and the fifcal, who are both mer¬ 
chants in rank. 

The fecretary of police and cafliier, the winkelier, or purveyor, the refident of 
Boele-coinbe and Bontain, the refident of Maros, and the foldy-boekhouder, or pay- 
mafter, are junior merchants in title and in rank, and thefe, together with the preceding 
officers, form the council of polity. 

The refident on the ifland of Saleyer, has the rank of book-keeper, equally with the 
firfl: interpreter in the Macafler and Bouginefe languages; the latter was at that time 
thought a very good office; he has two affiftant interpreters under him. 

To the military belong further, two lieutenants and fix enfigns ; of which laft, one 
is commandant at Bima. 

The lieutenant of the artillery is at the fame time fabriek, or infpector, of the 
fortifications and buildings, and may, in certain points, be here confidered as 
.engineer. 

The equipment of, and control over, the Company’s veffels, which confift of ten 
or twelve panchallangs * and floops, employed in cruifing along the coaft, in order to 
.prevent fmuggling, are veiled in an infpeftor of equipment, who has the rank of fea- 
iieutenant. 

The Company’s trade here confifts chiefly in the fale of piece-goods, efpecially of 
coarfe cloths, which are, therefore, prohibited to be imported by private traders. At 
the time of Governor Model, that is, in the beginning of his government, 1752, he 
calculated that the yearly amount of the piece-goods fent to Celebes, was one hundred 

* Country veffels, with one malt and a large pointed fail. Tn. 
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thoufand gilders, upon which the profits were efHroated nt forty thoufand ; but as the 
contraband trade with the Englifh has greatly increafed fince that time, and the 
orders from Batavia for cloths have not been properly executed, with other addi¬ 
tional influencing circutnliances, this vent and the confequent profits, are much cur¬ 
tailed. 

It is fo impofflble,” fays Moflel, in his State of India, cc to prevent fmuggltng at 
Macailer, on account of the many creeks and inlets of Celebes, which afford oppor¬ 
tunities for a contraband trade, that I hold it expedient and neceflary that all private 
trade from the Spice Iflands thither ceafe and be prohibited/* This private trade, how¬ 
ever, is continued as heretofore, at leaft to Amboyna and back. 

This free or private trade is chiefly carried on from Macaffer to Amboyna and Ba¬ 
tavia in rice, flaves, tripangs, and the cloths which are made there ; from Amboyna 
back fpecie is moftly brought; and from Batavia provifions and fuch piece-goods as are 
not prohibited. 

The little that the Company draw from Macafler and its appurtenances confifts in 
fapan-wood of Bima and fome cadjang, A fliip is, at prefent fent thither every year, 
which carries a cargo from Batavia, in the month of March or April, and returns to the 
capital of India, by way of Bima and Sumbawa. 

Governor Moffel was of opinion that this expence might be avoided, as the neceflary 
fupplies for the fettlement at Macafler might be fent by the (hip for Banda, which calls 
there for rice, and the Bima fapan-wood might be fetched away by the fliip annually 
returning from Ternate $ while the flaves which the Company require for their own 
fervice from Celebes, might be difpatched to Batavia by the veflels employed in the 
private trade, for which a contract exifts between the Company and the free mer¬ 
chants, but which is not now availed of ; according to which fixty rix-dollars, or one 
hundred and forty gilders per head, is agreed to be paid by the Company for the con¬ 
veyance of flaves to Batavia. 

That gentleman further calculated the clear receipts of the Company, at the time, 
at eighty thoufand gilders ; in which fum were included the exeife and cuftoni-duties, 
with the territorial revenues, which were taken at forty thouiand gilders* 

I cannot determine whether any diminution has taken place in the latter fince the 
year 1752; but the forty thoufand gilders profits, which were then made by the 
Company upon the trade in piece-goods, and upon opium, liquors, and other articles 
of importation, have undergone great alteration to the difad vantage of the Company ; 
as at prefent Celebes is provided with the two firfl articles in no inconfiderable quan¬ 
tities, by the contraband trade of the Englilh j and it is not without reafon, that 

* In 177$, yBOjOOoIb. Bima fapan-wood was fold 10 Holland at /* 15 per loolb. (equal to about 2$s. 
per cwt*) ; and upon this article the profit is fuppefed to be between fifty and fixty per cent* ; which, 
however, is fearedy more than enough to cover the charges of conveyance to Europe. In April 179* 
the King of Siam, whence the Dutch ufed to receive much fapan-wood, but the trade to which country 
they had abandoned for fome time, fent a letter to the government at Batavia, informing it that tranquillity 
was again reflated there, and that Siam had recovered from the ravages of the Avanefe; requefting, at 
the fame time, that the Company would re-eflabiifh their fa&ory, and that they would furnilh him with 
one thoufand mufkets. To the firfl point an anfwer was given, that the Company could not yet accede to 
his deftre ; and as to ihe fecond, they fent him Jive hundred mufltets, ftiptilating that their price fiiould be 
paid in fapan-wood, at f,$ per picol of izylb. or, if need be, in wax, at the current rate of the day. The 
Siam fapan-wood would thus ftand the Company, with freight, &c. in z\ rix dollars per picol, at the 
high eft* p^r loolb., and the rate at which the MacafTtr fapan-wood was fold, as abovemeu- 

tioned, wasy,i j per icolb. But it does not appear that this article has, fince that time, been procured 
from Siam, Tr. 
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spprehenfions are entertained that that enterprising nation will endeavour to profecute 
it more and more, as they are now almoft the lole mailers of the trade in piece- 
goods from Bengal, and they feem to aim at eftabli filing themfelves likewife in the 
caftern parts of India. Yet the Company’s charges do not decreafe in the fame propor¬ 
tion with their receipts : it is true, that by the good management of Mr. .Van Pleuren, 
in the concerns committed to his care, the charges have been lowered thirty-three 
thoufand gilders in the fpace of eight years, and in the laft year he reduced them even 
to three thoufand gilders below the lateft memorial of ceconomy: but what can this 
avail, if we confider that by the above means the profits have been reduced by one 
half, and perhaps more, and that Macaffer is yet a lofing eftablifhment to the amount 
of upwards of eighty thoufand gilders a year j while it cannot be expected that all who 
fucceed Mr. Van Pleuren in his office fhall equal him in integrity, and fhall facrificc 
their own filtered: to promote that of their employers *. 

The memorial drawn up by the above-mentioned Mr. Van Pleuren, for the improve¬ 
ment of the Company’s trade in Celebes and the oppofite iflands, feemed to me to be 
a judicious and elaborate compofition. The chief point on which he infilled, was the 
prevention of the clandefline trade of the Englifh, and the reduction, under the Com¬ 
pany’s influence, of Salemparre, a kingdom whofe Prince is attached to the Englifh, 
and has always refufed to become the ally of the Company ; for he would thereby have 
obliged himfelf not to fuffer any other nation to refort to his dominions, againfl which 
he molt ftrenuoufly objected, alledging that his country was open to all flrangers who 
behaved with propriety, and regularly paid him his duties. 

When the eftablifhment is complete at Macaffer it fhould amount to eight hundred 
Europeans f; but this number i$ not nearly complete, on account of the great morta¬ 
lity on board of the Company’s outward-bound fliips, by which means fewer men are 
brought to Batavia than are wanted, and they are confiderably thinned by the un- 
liealthinefs of that place, and of Bantam, whereby not only Macaffer, but likewife 
almoft all of the Company’s poffeffions are in want of men. 

Befides the Europeans, the Company have, in time of war, a great number of Ma¬ 
lays in their fervice. Thefe people, who have emigrated in the fixteenth century from 
Johore, Patanee, and other places on the Malay coafts,and have fettled themfelves here, 
dwell in a fort of town, feparate from theBouginefe, which is called after them Campon 
Maleyo. They are under one captain, or chief, who is nominated by the Company. 
They have always been inseparably allied to the Company, and have rendered them 
very fignal Services both by fea and land. 

The Company have given the ifland Tanakeke to their captain, for his ufe. He 
came on board of my fhip, with his brother, in order to accompany Mr. Vail Pleuren 
as far as the point of Tourattea: he appeared to me to be a- peculiarly friendly and 
open-hearted man, and they both poffeffed much fenfibiiity; for when they took their 
laft leave of Mr. Van Pleuren the tears rolled down their cheeks; they told me afide,‘ 
that they loft in him their belt friend and benefactor. Indeed, I heard the fame a few 
days before he went away from Macaffer from many others, both Europeans and In¬ 
dians, who fincerely lamented his departure, as that gentleman had made himfelf uni- 
verfally beloved, by his great affability and his generous difpofition. 

* In 1779 the receipts of this government amounted to/.63,190, and the charges to f. 163,137, leav¬ 
ing a deficiency of/. 100,05 3, or about 9100!. fterling. Ts. 

1 j n 1776-1777 the eftablilhmeiiL at Macaffer confifted of 57 perfons in civil, and 3 ill ecclefiafti'cal 
employments, 13 fnrgeons and affillants, 27 belonging to the artillery, 178 teamen and marines, 302 fol¬ 
ders, and 7a mechanics; in all 852 Europeans. Ts.. 

9 The 
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The Company have, for many years, allowed a Chinefe junk to come here, direct 
from China, every year, to bring thither the goods which are exported from that 
country, and which otherwife would be clandeltinely introduced into the ill and by 
that intriguing nation, whom it would be impoflible to exclude ; and the Company’s 
cufloms are now benefited by it, as, if I am rightly informed, every junk pays three 
thoufand Spanifh dollars in duties. The pafles for thofe veffels are granted by the 
government at Batavia, where they are obtained by the chief of the Chinefe nation, 
who fends them over to the merchants in China, and for which it is faid that he receives 
full eighteen thoufand rix-dollars *. 

As foon as thefe goods are landed, every merchant, for there are feveral of them 
who come in fuch a junk, expofes his commodities for fale in a large houfe, which is 
peculiarly adapted for that purpofe. This houfe is the daily refort of a great number 
of people, particularly MacalTers, Bouginefe, and Wadjorefe, fo that the merchandize 
imported is fpeedily difpofed of. 

Thefe merchants take in return tripangs, and Spanifh dollars, both which render 
them good profit in China; and they are generally able to obtain forty thoufand 
dollars, as the governor here Mr. Van der Voort allured me f. 

On my former voyage, when I was at Batavia, I wanted very much to have feen the 
infide of a Chinefe junk. Thefe are called here wankon, and as there was one lying 
alongfide of my fliip in the road, I took the opportunity of gratifying my curiofity. 


* About J pool ft tr ling. Tr, 

f Some judgment may be formed of the trade carried on by the Chinefe to the eaftern tflands, from 
the following curious and interefting ftateraent of the outward and return cargoes of a Chinefe junk, from 
China to Sooloo, an ifland, or rather an archipelago of ifiands, north of the Moluccas, as given us by the 
intelligent Captain Forreft. 

c< Lift of articles that generally compofe the cargo of a Chinefe junk, of which two come annually from 
Amoy to Sooloo: 

** 2000 Galangs (falvars of brafs), feven to a pieol . 

i GO Picols iron, in fmall pieces like Bengal iron 

Sugarcandy, a quantity* per pieol . * 

50 Raw filkj ditto ■ * 

3000 Pieces black kowfongs, a kind of nankeen, per piece 
5coo Pieces kompow, white itrong linen 
500 Kan gains, twenty-five in a bundle, called gandangs, per 
gandang . • 

200 Quallis, an iron thin pan, three feet diameter each 
500 Nefts of quallis, three in a neft . * 

1,000,000 Pieces chinaware, per hundred . 

200 Pieces of flowered filks * . , 

bdidee tea, cutlery, and other hardware, brafs wire, gongs, beads of all colours, fireworks, &c. See. 

The returns are in the following articles; 

' f Black fwaJJow, per pieol . ' * 

White ditto * » 

Wax - * • . . 15 ; • 25 

Teepye, or pearl oyfter-fhdls * * * >1 * 5 

Birds’Tiefts, per catti * # *6,9 

f< Alfo tortoife-fhell, agal agah a fea-weed ufed as gum, or glue, and many other articles ; Inch ae 
carooang'oih clove-bark, black wood, ratans, fago, various barks for dyeing,, caflia, pepper, native cam* 
phor, fandal-wood, curious/hells Forgrottos* pearls, fecdpearl, and (pices* 1 ’ 

Fo&ost's Voyage to New Guinea, and the Moluccas, p. 325. Ta* 
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As foon as I came on board* with the company that were with me* we were received 
with great politenefs by the Chinefe chiefs, and tea, confectionery, and fruits were fet 
before us, previous to our taking a view of any thing. This veflel carried three rnafts, 
of which the largeft and middlemoft was nearly of the fame thicknefs as the main-malt 
of my fhip the Ou worker k (a fhip of one hundred and fifty feet in length), and it was 
made of one entire piece of timber. The length of the junk, from the exterior of the 
ftern to the extreme point of the head was, according to my computation, one 
hundred and forty feet. The hull was feparated into as many different divifions as 
there were merchants on board, each having a didind place to flow his commodities 
in. The water was likewife diflributed in feveral refervoirs, and being darted in bulk, 
was drawn up by buckets through hatches which opened in the deck. The furnace 
for cooking was by the larboard iide of the main-mad upon the deck ; for thefe veffels 
have but one deck j and we faw the victuals dreffed there, in a much cleaner and 
neater manner, than is praftifedon board of European {hips. At the dern were, feve¬ 
ral tiers of little cabins, or huts, made of bamboos, as well for the officers of the veflel 
as for the merchants. Exactly in the middle between thefe was the deerage, and in 
the center of it was a fort of chapel, in which their jofs, or idol, was placed ; they 
bring every year a new one with them from China, which is then placed in their 
temple, and the old one of the former year is taken away, and carried back to China; 
and they never begin to land any part of the cargo until the image of this idol, which 
is made of gold, and is about four inches high, has been fent on fhore out of the junk ; 
both on board and on fhore they continually burn lights and incenfe, and in the even¬ 
ing fome fiiver paper, before the idol. The rudder is not attached to the veflel by 
pintles and googings, but it is hung in ropes made of cane, and is very different in 
fliape from thofe we ufe. Their anchors are crooked pieces of timber, to which heavy 
ftones are tied to make them fink. The whole of their tackling, both cordage and 
fails, is made of cane. 

On the 15th of February my Ihip’s company were muflered by the fifeal and depu¬ 
ties from the council of juftice of Macaffer, Thirty-one hands belonging to the fliip 
were left behind here in the hofpital, moil of whom were aflli&ed with bad ulcers on 
the legs, and had not been properly treated by the ftlip’s furgeon, as the furgeon of 
the place gave us to underftand; we received on board, in their room, feventy-fix. 
other European failors. 

The following day, at half pad feven in the morning, Mr. B. VanPleuren, with his 
lady and two children, came on board, being, by appointment of the fupreme Indian 
government, of the 7 th of November 1774, made governor of the province of Amboyna* 
after having had the chief adminlftration as fecond of the government of Macaffer* 

The ceremonies which were obferved on the occafion of his departure .were as 
follows : at half paft fix o*clock the governor of Macaffer Mr. P, G> Van der Voort, 
with all the members of the council of polity, thofe who were married being accom¬ 
panied by their ladies, came to the hotife of Mr. VanPleuren, in order to conduct him 
to the pier-head, where he was to embark, the garrifon being in the meantime under 
arms, and the drums beating a march : after having taken fome refrefliments, the 
former walked with Mrs, VanPleuren, and the latter with Mrs. Van der Voort, fol¬ 
lowed by all the members of the council, from the fort to the pier, where a boat lay 
ready to convey Mr. Van Pleuren, his lady, his children, and the deputies from the 
government, on board. As foon as the boat put oft', a falute of twenty-one guns was 
fired from the fort, which was anfwered by the Company’s bark, the Moffel, which 
was likewife deftined to go to Amboyna, with nineteen, and by the other veffels, 

both 
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both thofe belonging to the Company, and thofe of private perfons, with a lefler 
number* 

When Mr. Van Pleuren and his company were on board, a falute of twenty-one guns 
was fired by the Ouwerkerk, and at the laft gun the flag was hoifted at the cnaft-head. 
We fhortly afterwards weighed anchor, and lleering between the reef of Great JLyly 
and the rock, we fainted the fort with one-and-twenty guns, and were anfwered with 
the fame number: in half an hour afterwards, having got out to fea, the deputies from 
the government returned on lhore, and we fainted them with nine guns* 

CHAP, XIV. — Paffage to Jmboyna , — Strait of TanaJeeke, — View of Boniain . —* The 
IJland Saleftr . — The Budgeroons, — Propofol for fortifying them * — View of the 
IJlands Cabyne — Paffangane •—* Bouton * — Account of the latter • — Contrast of the 
King with the Dutch, .— Extirpations of Spice-frees. — Dangerous Paffage between- 
Bouton and the Toucan+beffs* — Dwaal, or Miftake~bay.—View of the IJland Bouro 
— Account of it , — View of the IJland Amblauw. — Of Amboyna^ and fx of the (/lands 
belonging to it * — Strange NegleSl with ref peel to Signal-flags* — Short Account of the 
Bay of Amboyna . —■ Ancborage in it, — Ceremonies upon the Arrival of the new 
Governor . 

AT three o'clock, P.M* we were conft rained by contrary winds and currents, 
to come to an anchor clofe to the ifland Galiffong, where we lay that night* 

The next day, being the 17th of February, we weighed anchor at daybreak, and 
fet fail, fleering along the coaft of Celebes, for the paffage of Tanakeke, which we 
reached at ten o'clock, and about eleven we had paffed the narrowed and moll dan¬ 
gerous part of it. 

The (pace between this ifland and that of Celebes, is, of itfelf, large enough, but 
the paffage is narrowed, by more than one half of the diftance over, by a reef which 
ftretches out from Tanakeke towards Celebes, and by afunken rock, which lies about 
half a league fouth-weft from the point of Sandraboni. The depth in the paffage is 
from twelve to ten fathoms* At funfet we had doubled the fouth-weft extremity 
of Celebes. 

At ftmrife, on the following morning, we were abreaft of Bontain, which is re¬ 
markable by its very high hills, being the termination of the range of mountains run¬ 
ning through Celebes from north to fouth, At the fame time we came in fight of 
the ifland Saleyer, and (leered for the point of Laffoa, which is the fouthermoft land of 
Celebes* In the afternoon we faw the Budgeroons lying eaft of us* 

Thefe are three final! iflands, which lie nearly in a line, in the direction of north- 
weft and fouth-eaft. They almoft entirely block up the paffage between the fouthern 
part of Celebes, and the northern part of Salever, the whole fpace between which 
is about a league and a half. The northernmoft and fouthernmoft of thefe iflets 
He, refpefclively, fo clofe to the point of Laffoa, and to the north end of Saleyer, that 
there is no paffage for fbips between them and the larger iflands, and not even for 
fmall veffels, but attended with danger; they therefore pafs this flrait between the 
fouthernmoft and niiddlemoft, or between the latter and the northernmoft of the 
Budgeroons* Both thefe paffages feemed to me, by the eye, to be about three- 
eighths of a league in breadth* The fhores of the niiddlemoft ifland are perfe£lly 
clear all round, and fo very bold that there is no foundings with a line of one hundred 
fathoms. 


This 
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This is one of the moft dangerous parts of the navigations for fhips {ailing to or 
front the Moluccas, or the fpice-iflands, and there is no avoiding it without going 
round to the fouth of Saleyer, which is a much more hazardous route, on account ot 
the great number of fltoals and funken rocks which abound there, and are either not 
laid down, or placed extremely inaccurately in the charts ‘ r though I know of a recent 
inftance of a Company’s fliip, which was obliged to take that route, having been 
■driven to leeward by the currents. 

For this reafon, I am furprized that the Company have not erefted a few good 
batteries, provided with heavy artillery, upon the raiddlemoft of the Budgeroons, in 
order to block up this paffage to foreign veflels, which inuft fail clofe under this ifland, 
and would, therefore, be forced to run under the guns of the batteries, whilfl they 
would have enough to do to work their fails, and would not be able to return the fire. 
The objection which might be made to this plan, namely, that this fpot does not afford 
any thing for the fubfiltence of the men who might be placed there, and perhaps not 
even that moft neceffary of articles, frelh water, is eafily obviated, for the Company’s 
refidendes of Boelecomba and Saleyer, could conftantly provide thofe who were garri- 
foned here, with every thing they wanted; befides, many men would not be required, 
for there could be no danger of ever being obliged to refill the attack ot an enemy 
upon the ifland; for it would be impoflible for a boat to land if there were any bat¬ 
tery upon it. 

As foon as we had come within two cables’ length of the middlemoft ifland, in 
order to pafs between it and the northernmoft, we were encountered by a ftrong cur¬ 
rent fitting: wirh the utmoft violence to the weftward, fo that we were obliged to allift 
the fleering of the fliip by manoeuvring with the falls. The current ran with fiich 
force, that although we had a fliff gale nearly aft, and the fliip feenied to advance 
upon the water full five leagues, we made, in effe£l, little or no progrefs towards 
getting through the ftrait. In about half an hour, however, the current decreafed, 
and eight o’clock, P.M. we had cleared this dangerous paffage, and Ileered for the 
ifland of Cabyne. 

In the mean time, a final! veffel, which had been difpatched by the refident of 
Bontain and Boelecomba, with refrefhments for Mr. Van Pleuren, came alongfide of 
us, while we were firugg ling with the force of the current; there was the greateft 
danger of its being ltove to pieces againft the fhip’s fide by the violence of the rip¬ 
pling, and the Indians who were in it caft off the rope, and we thereby loll one of our 
l'ailors, who had been ordered into the boat to affill in handing over the things they 
brought. As foon as the veffel fell aftern file fleered for Saleyer, and we very foon 
loft fight of her. _ 

On the following morning at funrife, we faw the ifland Cabyne, bearing eaft-north- 
eaft and call by north, eight or ten leagues: we were ftill likewife in fight of the coaft 
of Celebes, and of the ifland Saleyer. We fleered for the fouthern point of Cabyne ; 
but we were prevented by calms from coming abreall of it till the 21ft of February, 
when we alfo got fight of the iflands Paffangane and Bouton, which form the ftraits 

of Bouton. _ . ... ..... 

Bouton is a large, middling high, and woody ifland. It is a kingdom ot itfelf, to 
which the neighbouring iflands likewife belong. The King of Bouton is in alliance 
with the Company, who pay him a yearly fum of one hundred and fifty rix-dollars in 
new Dutch coin, upon condition that he fhould not only permit the extirpation by the 
Company of all the clove-trees in this and the neighbouring iflands, but alfo aflift them 
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in effecting it. For this purpofe the Company annually fend out a ferjeant, who is 
fly led the extirpator, and who goes through the woods in all the iflands, and caufes 
all the clove-trees which he meets with to be cut down, i he King of Bouton is ob¬ 
liged to provide hint guides and interpreters, as likewife with veflels, if he 11 and in 
need of them. But, as for leveral years, he has been very negligent in fulfilling his 
engagements, and has feveral times, upon various pretences, hindered the extirpator 
in his fearch after the fpice-trees, the government in India have thought fit to withhold 
the abovernentioned pecuniary allowance this year, in order to try, by that means,, 
whether the fear of Iofing this annual revenue ("for one hundred and fifty rix-dollars, 
or three hundred and fixty gilders*, is really a confiderable fum in the treafiiry of this 
prince) will not fuffice to make him flick more clofely to his contract, and be more 
active in affifting the Company to deftroy this rich produaion in his country, for the 
benefit of Amboyna and Banda. 

By the calm weather which accompanied us from Cabyne, till we were without the 
Toucan-bellis, which is a dillance that is commonly failed over in one day, or in a 
day and a half, it was'not till the 26th of February that we could accomplifli this part 
of the navigation. We had no violent currents, either for or againll us, though we 
met with fome, but they neither held any regular courfe, nor did the moon feein to 
have the leafl influence upon them. 

The paffage between the ifland Bouton and the Toucan-beffisis the fecond dangerous- 
part of the navigation for fliips going to the Moluccas, or Jptce-iflands. 1 he channel 
is, it is true, vvTder than that of the Budgeroons, for, by my calculation, it is about 
four leagues over, from the nearefl part of Bouton to the wefternmoft of the Toucan- 
beflis, but the danger is of longer duration, by the numerous little iflands which form 
the clufter called the Toucan-beflis, all of them either conne&ed or furrounded by 
rocky fhoals, over and between which very rapid currents fet ftrongly to the eaft- 
ward: a great and dangerous flat called the Hoefyzer, or Horfeflioe, lies one and a half, 
or two leagues fouth of them, upon which many veflels of the Company have been- 
wrecked* 

Along the fliore of Bouton, there is, indeed, no danger to avoid but the land itfelf,. 
but in the narroweft part of the paffage begins a large bay, which runs into the land, 
weft and north, into which there is much danger of being drawn by the currents 
which fet into the bay, if the point oppofite to the Toucan-beflis be approached too- 
near in calm weather ; and if you have once fallen into the bay, there is no getting out- 
til] the weft monfoon fets in again, and it may even be confidered a fortunate cir- 
cumftance to fucceed in getting out then : fome of the Company’s fliips that have been 
drifted in, have been five or fix months before their repeated attempts to get out have 
fucceeded ; and among other inftances, when Mr. de Clerk went as governor to Banda, 
he was detained a whole year in this vexatious gulph, before he could profecute his 
voyage-; our navigators have, on this account, given it the appropriate name of Dwaal, 
or Miftake-bay. 

The two principal of the Toueanheflis iflands lie* by the eye, about hair a league 
north-north-eafl; and fouth-fouth-wefl from each other j. Ifaw the northernmoft;, which* 
is the higheft, at the dillance of nine leagues \ they are inhabited by a people who do 
not fuffer any ftrangers, and especially no Europeans among them.. 

On the evening of the ift of March, at funfet, we difeovered the ifland Bouro, bear** 
Jag eaft-north-eall full thirteen or fourteen leagues off by computation* 

This* 


* 3&1, 143. 6d< fterfing. Ta* 
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1 his ifland is of an oval Chape, the longeft diameter of which extends eaft and wed. 
Part of its northern coaft is inhabited by a people who are fubjocts of the Company, 
and arc governed by their Oran Cayos, who have each a dap, or deputy, under 
them. 1 he interior parts, which con ft ft of very high mountains, are the haunts of 
the Alforefe, or wild mountaineers. The fouth coaft is now deferted, on account of 
the continual invafions of the Papuas, 

The Company have a fmall fortrefs in the bay of Cagely, at the north-eaft end of 
the ifland. A book-keeper, who belongs to the eftablilhtnent at Amboyna, is the 
chief there. 

On the 4th of the fame month we faw the ifland Amblauw, which lies about two. 
leagues fouth from the eaft point of Bouro. It is but thinly inhabited. A corporal 
and four men were formerly ftationed here to defend the inhabitants from the incurfions 
of the Papuas *; but at present there are no Europeans upon the ifland. It now be¬ 
longs to the fetdement of Larike upon the ifland of Amboyna, whereas it formerly was 
reckoned a:i appurtenance of Bouro. 

On the 6th of March we weathered this ifland, and faw Amboyna at a diftance, 
■bearing eaft-north-eaft. 

The next day, at funrife, we were in fight of fix iflands belonging to the govern¬ 
ment of Amboyna, namely, Amboyna, Ceram, Kelang, Manipa, Bouro, and Am¬ 
blauw ; and an hour afterwards we like wife faw the ifland Bonoa; we fleered for the 
point of Alang, which is the weftern extremity of Amboyna. 

About three o’clock in the afternoon we got fight of the enfign at the fa&ory of 
Larike, lituated on the weft coaft of Hitoe, which is the northern peniiiJuIa of Am¬ 
boyna, and on approaching Larike to within half a league. We were l'aluted by the fort 
with thirteen guns, which we anfwered with five. 

Hence we failed, at the diftance of a cable’s length from the fliore, to the point of 
Alang, where we faw the fignal flag of recognizance for my fliip flying, about five 
o’clock; this was red above, and white below; and on the other hand the fignal flag 
which we fttould have hoifted in return, was to have been, agreeably to the fealed 
inftrunions given me at Batavia, one with three horizontal ftripes, red, white and 
red ; but fuch a flag had been totally neglefted to be put on board at Batavia: the 
like occurrence happened to me before, when I failed to Bengal, in the year 1769. 
Of what ufc are fignal flags of recognizance, if one is unprepared to hoift the an- 
fwering fignal ? A /hip’s captain can never himfelf take the neeeflary care to be pre¬ 
pared for them ; for the letter of inftrunions, containing thefe fecret-fignals is put 
into his hands fealed, with directions not to open it till in a certain latitude; as in this 
inftance I was not to open mine till I had made the ifland Bouro. 

Having got to about an eighth of a league from the point of Alang, the pilot of 
Amboyna came on board oi us, with a written order from the governor of the province 
to pilot the /hip into the bay. 

This bay, which is formed by two large peninfulas, Hitoe and Leytimor, connected 
together, to the eaftward, by a very narrow ifthmus, called the Pafs of Baguewala, 
and which conftitute the ifland of Amboyna, is, at the entrance, between the points of 

* In March and April the Papuas of New Guinea and the Iflands Salwatty, Aroo, and Myfol* are apt to 
fcfteinble in great numbers* and make war on Gilolo, Ceram, Amboyna, Bouro, Ambiauwj and as far as 
Xtilla-htfTy* About the year 1765 the Papuas plundered the ifland of Amblauw, and carried oif many 
of the inhabitants* In 1770* upon an incurfion of a number of the Papua boats, who failed up the ftrait 
of Pattentia, which divides Bachian from Gilolo, the Dutch took the Rajah of Salwatty prifoner, and lie 
was fent into bam foment to the Cape of Good Hope. Ttt< 

8 Alang 


249 


ACCOUNT OF CELEBES, AMBOYNA, &C. 

Alane on Hitoe and Nofanipe on Leytimor, which lie eaft and weft from each other, 
fcarcely two marine leagues over, and it gradually narrows as it goes farther in. It is 
only in feme parts of it that there is any anchoring-ground, and then it is at no more 
than one cable’s length from the fliore, in thirty and more fathoms water; nearly the 
whole of the remainder is without foundings, not even with a line of one hundred 
fathoms: a conflant current likewife fets into the bay on one fide, and out again on the 
other : this makes it very difficult to enter, efpecially if you have not a leading wind : 
if you are becalmed, which is not unfrequently the cafe under the lee of high land, 
and get into the ftrea.ni that runs out to lea, you are foon driven entirely out of the 
bay by it, and may be in danger of being drifted to leeward of the ifland, and thereby 
of lofing the voyage entirely. The place where the (hips anchor is clofe to the Ley¬ 
timor ftiore, under the guns of Fort Vi&oria, in twenty-five fathoms; it is three- 
fourths of a cable’s length from the fliore, and there is no ground a fhip s length 

farther out. „ . ... , . r . 

We plied to and fro the whole of the following night, in order to work farther 

up the bay, the wind being north-eaft, and thus in our teeth. 

On the morning of the 8tli of March, at daybreak, we found ourfelves about halt 
a league from the point of Alang, fo that we had advanced but little. The final! 
veffels which are called corrocorros and orembays *, ten or twelve of which had 
come to our affiftance in the night, to tow us in, had been of very little fervice; for the 
fiighteft puff of wind moved the fhip fafter than they could row or paddle. 

At noon we were at the Laha, which is a point that runs out from Hitoe, one 
Dutch mile from Fort Victoria: at two o’clock the deputies from the government at 
Amboyna, namely, the fenior merchant, and fecond Villeneuve, and the fifeal. Schilling, 
accompanied by the lady of the latter, and the lady of the captain commandant of the 
military. Van der Brinke, came on board, in order to congratulate the governor upon 
his fafe arrival thus far, and to conduct him and his lady on fhore. 

We foon afterwards had a freffi breeze from the north-weft, which carried us at 
three o’clock to the road, where we dropt our anchor in twenty-five fathoms, fandy 
bottom We faluted the fort with twenty-one guns, and were anfwered with the fame 
number; at four o’clock Mr. Van Pleuren went on fliore, with his family and the de- 
puties, in a country* boat, upon the maft of which a flag with a pendant under it, was 
hoifted, and we again faluted with twenty-one guns. 

As foon as His Excellency landed, he was received upon the pier by the ex-governor. 

Van der V-, together with the other members of the council of polity, with their 

ladies, and palling through a double file of native burghers, or mardykers, who were 
drawn up before the gate of the fort, he went into it, and out again at the landgate, 
where the whole garrifon flood under arms, and where likewife the Chinefe ftood 
ranged in order with their little flags, to the houfe of Governor Van der V -. As 
foon as he was feated, the garrifon fired three volleys, which was each time anfwered 


• a corrocorro Is a velfcl fitted with outriggers, having an high* arched item and (tern, like the points 
of a half-moon. They are chiefly ufed by the inhabitants of the Molucca iflands, and the Dutch have 
fleets of them at Amboyna, which they employ as guardacoftas. They have them from a very imall 
fize, to above ten tons burthen. On the crofs-pieces, which fuppoit the outriggers, are often put, fore 
and aft, planks on which the people fit and paddle, befides thofe who fit in the veffel on each gunnel. In 
fmooth water they can be paddled very fall, as many hands may be employed m d'fferent ranks or rows 
They are fleered with two commoodiea (broad paddles) and not with a rudder. When they are high out 
of the water they nfe oars, but on the outriggers they always ufe paddles. An orembay we conceive to 
tie a (mail corrocorro, without outriggers. Tr. , 
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b y a gun irom the fort, as was alfo done upon the three volleys of the burghers, 

a ter which, a few more guns were fired from the fort, which concluded the ceremony 
of the day. 7 

CIIAP. XV. — Account of Amboyna . — IJlbmus of Baguewala. — Project for cutting 
through it * — Abandoned when half completed. — Description of the Bay of Amboyna* 
Its natural Strength. — Difficulty of Anchorage . —* Hoad of Fort Victoria. — Cur¬ 
rents fsiting in and out of the Bay. — Peninfulas of Leyiimor and Hi toe. — Their 
Soil and Appearance. 

THE province of Amboyna, which is the firft in rank among the pofleflions of the 
Company in India, becaufe it was the firft which was fubdued by their arms, comprizes 
eleven iflands, both great and ftnall, or twelve, if the little if!and of Molina be taken 
into the account j thefe are, Amboyna, Ceram, Bouro, Amblauw, Manipa, Kelang, 
Bonoa, Ceram-laut, Noufl’a-laut, Honimoa, or Sapparoua, and Oina, or Harocha; 
the three laft of which are likewife called the Uliaflers. 

As, however, Valentyn has been very ample in his account of this province, for 
which he had the bell opportunities, as he refided in it for feveral years, and, as his 
work is to be met with in moll libraries *, I lhall confine myfelf to fome fhort remarks, 
and to fome particulars which I thought worthy of obfervation, and committed to 
paper while I was there. 

According to my own obfervation, the middle of the ill and of Amboyna lies in 
three degrees forty-five minutes fouth latitude, and one hundred and forty-five degrees 
call of Teneriffe. It confifts of two peninfulas connected together by a narrow illhmus 
of about three hundred and lixty roods acrofs, which is called the Pafs of Baguewala, 
from a village, or negree. Handing near it, upon the peninfula of Ilitoe, over againll 
the negree of Hoetoemoeroe, upon that of Leytimor, which are the names given to 
the two peninfulas conlUtuting the ifland of Amboyna. 

As the lmall veffels which go from the fort to the Uliaffers, mull, on account of 
this pafs, or illhmus, take a great circuit, or clfe be dragged over it, Mr. Padbrugge, 
the governor of this province, about the year 1683, formed a defign of cutting 
through the illhmus entirely ; nature feerned as it were to have pointed out the pro¬ 
priety of doing this, by the branch of a little river which runs out of Ilitoe, and is 
called Matta-paffo, or the eye of the pafs, by the natives. The work was begun, 
from that place to the eaftward, right acrofs the illhmus, and it would foon have 
been crowned with complete fuccels, had not two idle fancies have been the caufe of 
its interruption: the firft was, that an idea was ftarted, that as foon as this cut fliould 
be effected, the currents would fall through it with fuch violence into the bay of Am¬ 
boyna, that the Kaaimanlhoek, or Alligators Point, which is a point of land projedting 
far out from Hitoe, about the middle of the bay, would be waftied away, and that (hips 
would in confequence be no more able to come near the fort; the other was, that 
the Amboynefe, who were employed in the work, refufed to proceed farther with it, 
becaufe they made one another believe that in digging blood had been found to iflue 
from the earth, which was an infallible fign of fatal confequences j and however ridi¬ 
culous the latter might be, it was not by any means poffible to get them to go on. 

* The work here alluded to is a deferlption and hiftory of the Eafl-Indies, in Dutch, in five volume* 
folio, i-ubliflicd at Amfterdam in 1714. Tr. 


2 


The 


ACCOUNT. OF CELEBES, AMBOYNA, &C. £51 

The former obje&ion was fcarceiy lefs abfurd, as it appears undeniably that the fea, 
eaftward of the pafs, is not at all more elevated than the water in the bay of Amboyna, 
as the intelligent engineer Von Wagner, who has accurately furveyed both (bores, has 
found, and affured me. There was thus not the leaft probability that the currents could 
have fallen through this opening, and have had the evil effect which was fo ground- 
lefsljr apprehended. This work of public utility, and of particular advantage to the 
Company, was therefore (lopped, and no one has frnce thought of undertaking it 
anew \ although Mr. Von Wagner has even told me, that he has frequently demon- 
ftrated how eafy the cut could be completed, there being now no more than about 
ninety roods of land to cut through, yet always to no purpofe. 

The arm of the fea which is now included between thefe two peninfulas, bears 
the appellation of the bay of Amboyna. I do not believe that there is any harbour in 
the world which is naturally fo ftrong as this. From the point of Atang to the Pafs of 
Baguewala it is about five leagues, but from the point of Nouffanivel to the fame fpot, 
fcarceiy three and a half leagues, deep: the breadth is unequal; it is narroweft be¬ 
tween the point of the Laha and the oppofite Galghoek or Gallows Point, where it 
is about one Dutch mile over, and between the Kaaimans or Alligators Point, and 
that which proje£ts eaft of the land of little Ilativa, where, at low water, by means 
of a rocky (hoal on the Ley dm or, and a land on the Hi roe fide, the paflage is fo con- 
trailed that adventurous perfbns have more than once eroded it on horfeback, although 
the water between them is full eighty fathoms deep. 

The direction of the bay, according to that in which the two peninfulas lie, which 
bend round and meet each other at the pafs, is north-eaft and fouth-weft. 

The point of Alang, or the weft point, on Hi toe, and that of Nouflanivel, corruptly 
called Nofanipe by our feamen, or the eaft point of the bay, lie about two leagues 
eaft-half-fomh, and weft half-north from each other. 

From the point of Atang, or pa ft Liilibooi, to the point of the Laha, there is no 
anchoring-ground at all, except clofe to the rocks which border the whole length of 
the fliore, and upon which, especially in the eaft monfoon, a tremendous high furf 
continually breaks ; but juft pafl the point of the Laha, there is an inlet, or bay (Laha 
in the Amboynefe language fignifying a bay), in which a fleet of five-and-twenty (hips 
can anchor in fafety, particularly in the weft monfoon, in twenty-five and thirty 
fathoms, good land ground ; the anchorage is about a piftol-lhot from the fliore, where, 
in cafe of neceffity, (hips may likewife be careened. This was the place where the 
Dutch fleet, under command of their admiral Stephen Van der Hagen, lay at anchor, 
when the day afterwards they crofted the bay and took the Portuguefe fort. 

From this inlet to the Kaaimans Point, there is again no anchorage, except upon 
the edge of the before-mentioned fand, yet, in cafe of need, one might anchor near the 
pafs, ciofe to the Matta-paffo. 

On the oppofite fhore, along Leytimor, there is, with out fide the bay, about half a 
league beyond the point of Nouflanivel, a reef of about one league in length, on 
which one may likewife eaft anchor, in cafes of neceffity, when apprehenfions are 
entertained of being driven pafl the bay by the current, -in twenty, eighteen and fif¬ 
teen fathoms, fand ground. This anchoring place, which is of great importance Lo the 
(hips bound to Amboyna, is not laid down in the Company’s charts of thefe parts, 
perhaps intentionally; but it is inferted in that which is found in Vaientyn's work : 
1 alio faw it pointed out in the laft map which has been made in the bay of Am¬ 
boyna. W hen I was at Amboyna, in the month of April 1775, I faw a Chinefe 
vefiel lying at anchor upon it* Between the reef, however, and the land which forms 
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the point of Nouffanivei, the depth is again fathomlefs, and the fhore is bold and 
rocky. 

Paft this point, on the infide of Leytimor^ there is a bend, the deepeft part of 
which affords good anchorage, in the eaft monfoon, but it is only quire clofe to the 
fhore. This is called the Fortuguefe-bay, but I am ignorant why this name has been 
given to it. 

Thence, till paft the Galghoek, or Gallows Point, there is no tolerable anchorage; 
but you then come to the Vrymans, or free merchants road, which is juft paft that 
point, whence a fmall rocky reef projects out into the channel y you muft be particularly 
careful not to anchor too near to the point, for worms are fo abundant at and near it, 
that in lefs than a month's time not only the fheathing, but likewife the planks of the 
veffel’s bottom are completely eat through. 

Upon this follows the road of Fort New Victoria, but here the anchoring-ground is 
equally clofe in ihore y for direftly before the fort, and at one and a half cable's length 
off, there is no bottom with a line of feventy fathoms. 

From this place to the point of little Hativa the fhore is guarded by an uninter¬ 
rupted range of funken rocks, which prevent all approach, and from thefe to the 
pafs, there is likewife no rifing bottom, except clofe to the fhore. In the middle of 
the bay there are no foundings with a line of eighty, or one hundred fathoms. 

The nature of this bay conftitutes the ftrength of the illand. It is only in a few 
parrs of it that there is any anchorage, and then always quite clofe to the fhore y and it 
would be a difficult matter for an enemy's fleet to enter it, and much more fo to block 
it up. The Laha is the only place where fhips can affemble, and this may be made 
fo ftrong that all fear of its being availed of might be difmiffed y this has, indeed, now 
been determined upon, as I lhall have occafioa to notice farther on. 

No rocks, or fands, are to be met with in this bay, fave thofe which have been 
mentioned, and which lie near the fliore. 

As there is nothing of this kind to avoid, the whole art, therefore, of failing into, or 
out of the bay, or of working into it, confifts herein, namely, always to keep well in 
with the windward fhore, and never to fall farther off from it than midchanneh The 
windward ffiore is Hitoe, in the good or weft monfoon, and Leytimor jn the bad or 
eaft monfoon. 

The currents here are not regular; neither has the moon any conftant or equal 
influence upon Ehe tides; high and low water fomedmes occur once, and fometimes 
twice, in four-and-twenty hours y the difference is from fix to nine feet: one or 
two days before the full moon, the water is found to rife the higheft, and fall the 
loweft. 

It is a natural confequence of this deep bay, although at Amboyna it is thought fome- 
thing very fmgular, that when the current fets into it along Hitoe, it muft run out, in 
an oppofite direction, along Leytimor, and vice verfd in the contrary cafe. 

Both the peninfulas, as well Leytimor as Hitoe, are very mountainous; on the 
former, the fummits of Soya, and on the latter, thofe of Capaha, tower above the 
reft : they are almoft entirely overgrown with trees and underwood, between which, 
at intervals, fome clove-trees are planted and cultivated by the Amboynefe. Thefe 
mountains, like moft others, are in general rocky, and covered with a ftratum of 
earth, the depth of which is very various ; in fome places it is no more than three feet, 
or lefe y in others, it is twenty, or more, feet in depth : the foil is moftly a reddiih 
clay, and in the valleys, where there are no rocks, it is a little more blackifh, and 
mixed with more particles of fand. 


CHAP. 


ACCOUNT OF CELEBES, AMBOYNA, &C. 


253 


CHAP. XVI. — Climate of Amboyna. — Monfoons. — Rivers. —Hills impregnated with 
Sulphur. — Soil. — Productions. — Plants. — Herbs. — Trees. — Cloves. — Extir¬ 
pations of Clove-trees. — Cuftom of the Amboynefe to plant a Clove-tree upon the Birth 
of a Child. — Nutnjfgs. — Cultivation of Pepper and Indigo. — Sugar and Coffee 
might likewife be produced. 

THIS, as well as all the other of the Company's pofleflions in the Moluccas, is 
fituated in the torrid zone. Daring the three months which I fpent at Amboyna, the 
medium height of a Fahrenheit’s thermometer was between eighty and eighty- 
two degrees; the greateft heat was ninety-one degrees, and the fevereft cold feventy- 
two degrees; a difference which, in thefe parts, is fo confiderable, that if fuch 
changes were to occur every day, it would, in my opinion, be exceedingly prejudicial 
to the conftitution of the body: this is greatly occafioned by the high mountains of 
Soya, at the foot of which Fort New Victoria, and the town of Amboyna are 
fituated, whereby the rays of the fun are impeded from Alining upon thefe places, 
till it has been three quarters of an hour above the horizon; and on the other hand, 
at noon, when the fun is to the north of the line, as was the cafe during my abode 
there, and its rays ftrike againft thefe mountains, which form, as it were, an am¬ 
phitheatre, it cannot be, but that the heat muff be greatly encreafed by the reverbe¬ 
ration ; at leaft, when I was at the Laha, which lies in a level plain on the oppofite 
fide, I did not perceive the excefiive heat which is felt at the fort. 

The changes which occur, with refpefk to the weight of the atmofphere, are not 
fo great; during my ftay of three months, they could fcarcely be faid to amount to 
two lines, or to one-fixth of an inch ; neither rain, wind, or fine weather, feemed to 
have any influence in this refpeft. 

The monfoons are exactly the contrary here, to what they are along the iflands of 
Java, Borneo, Bali, Lomboc, Sumbawa, the weft coaft of Celebes, &c.; for when the 
fouth-eaft monfoon prevails at thofe places, it is accompanied by fine, dry, and pleafant 
weather, on which account this feafon is called the good monfoon; whereas it is then 
the bad feafon at Amboyna, Ceram, Banda, the eaft coaft of Celebes, and in the 
countries and feas lying between them; it then rains almoft inceflantly, accompanied by 
violent thunder and lightning, and hidden whirlwinds, to which I have frequently been 
witnefs at Amboyna; but all this ceafes, and turns to the fineft weather, upon having 
palled the ftrait which feparates Saleyer from Celebes. 

Many rivers precipitate themfelves into the bay of Amboyna, from the mountains, 
though they only deferve that appellation during the rainy, or bad monfoon ; for in the 
good feafon they are mere rivulets, and many of them are nearly dry. I was witnefs to 
the remarkable difference occafioned in them by the time of the year; for on my arrival, 
when the dry feafon was not over, the four rivers, which run into the fea, near the 
town and the adjacent villages, namely the Way Tome, the Way Alla, the Way Nito, 
and the Bato Gadja, or Elephant’s river, were, at that time, no more than rivulets, 
in which there was fcarcely two or three feet water; but at my departure, the con¬ 
tinual heavy rains had fo fwelled them, that they carried away in one night the flrongeft 
and large!! bridges, thirty and more feet in length, that were thrown over them, or at 
leaft damaged them very confiderably. 

Minerals are not met with here, though lome of the hills yield abundance of good 
brimftone, with which their whole furface is incruftated. There is one, in particular, 
on the peninfula of Hitoe, which is famous on that account, and is thence called 

Wawani, 
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Wawani, or Brirnft one-hill. The hills likewife to the north of Soeli begin, as it is faid 
to yield fulphur. 

A tough reddifh clay is found in forne parts, of which bricks are made, which are 
as good as thofe made in Holland* 

Salutary plants and medicinal herbs are not wanting here, trith which, I was told, 
many diforders and infirmities are cured* Amongft others the bcati* is fiiid to 
have a Angular antifebrile efficacy. Then there is the cajeput-tree t, from the leaves 
of which the hot and ftrong oil, called cajeput-oil, is diftilled. The faffafbs-treed, 
the bark of which yields the coftly Coelilawang §, and its roots the fafifafras-oih Not 
to fay any thing of the clove and nutmeg-trees, for which this illand and the Uliaffera 
are famous* 

The woed which is called Amboyna wood, or properly Lingoa wood |(, is moifly 
produced in Ceram ; as is the Salmoni-wood * % which is yet more beautful, but is too 
fcarce to be ufed for building, the timber for which is moflly brought from Java, 
though the Jati-wood f f is likewife propagated here with tolerable fuccefsj but a fuf- 

ficient 

* The Bo?-ati, which Ggmfiefi Heart-fruit-tree, becaufe its fruit is in tbefhape of a heart, is called b y ihe 
TemaLefe Soolapoo, denoting a panacea, or univerial medicine, being held as a fovereign remedy in al- 
mofl all difmders by the Indians j its fruii is fo extremely biiter that it is generally called the king of bit* 
ter net?. Valedtyn fays, that, infilled in brandy, or other fpiritu, it is good for colic, pleurify, arid other 
diforders ; and that w hen ufed for an ague, four or five of ibe kernels are taken : it is aJfo ufed with fuc- 
ctfs as an antidote againft puifon, ading, in the fird inftance. as a ftrong emetic : Thunberg fays, it in 
ufed pounded, in the colic, both by the Malays and the Javarufe. Tn. 

t Malaleiica leucadendra. Valentyn dtfenbes four different forts of cajepnt, or properly cajoe-poeEeh- 
trees, signifying white*wood-trees 5 it is from the little Ctfjde-poeteh-tree that the oil in qtieftiou k dif- 
tilled ; I)r Thunberg calls it a famous and excellent oil ; when taken internally it is a great fudoritic. and 
five or fix drops is the larged dofe that is given ; externally applied, it is excellent in all cafes of lUffnefs 
or palfy. Tit* 

| Laurus faflafrns, but a different fpecies from the faffafras-tree of America* Ta. 

f Coelit-lawang is the Amboyiufe name of the tree, and ftgmfies clove-bark, and the Engliffi likewife 
call the bark by the fame appellation of clove bark ; it is of a greyifh e^ft, and when upon the tree it 
fmooth, but when dried it becomes rough and ffiriydled ; it is red within, and that taken from the 
bottom of the tree has a ftrong clove fmell and tsfle, but higher up it is not fo ftrong, and id more 
aftrmgent; it is dried in the fun, and muft be kept in an airy place; it is much more adeemed than the 
Malloy-bark, though its flavour and fmell fooner decay. I he very excellent and penetrating oil extracted 
from this baik is almoft as fine as oil of cloves, and p. ff.ffes the fame qualities: the Dutch Company 
referved to tbemftlves the extraflion of coelitdawang oil, and prohibited individuals from di Hilling it, 
upon a penalty ol five hundred rix-dollara. Tm. 

(] Of the Lingoa wood Vakntyn defcribes three forts, the red, the white, and the flone-hard lingoa. 
The red lingoa is a h gh and flately tree, with a thick trunk, fmooth fappy branches, and long leaves 
of a bright green colour. Many limbs of the root appear above ground, and thtfe afford ihe moll beauti¬ 
ful pieces of timber. The wood of the tree is whitllh immediately under the bark, but grows red towards 
the centre, and is of fo deep a tint* that it has by frnne been taken for red vandal wood, though it rs 
much coarfer grained | it has a pleafant fpicy fmell, and is fomclimrs made up into fmall aitides; but, 
together with the white lingoa, it is more generally ufed for rafters, and beams in houfes, and for all 
kinds of carpentering* The white lingoa has a larger and longer leaf, the wood is of a much paler hue, 
and of a more open aud coarfer texture. The third fort, or Hone lingoa, has a fmailer and rounder leaf, 
and is a much harder and elofcr grained wood than either of the others ( it is feJdom met with but in the 
high mountains of Ceram ; ft is a very heavy wood, and finks like a ftone in water* The lingua-wood 
is fufceptible of ihe higheft polifti, and its beautiful appearance, when manufactured, is dtfcribed by 
Valen;yn in the moil glowing colours* Tr. ■ 

* * The Salmoni, or Salernocli-tree, as Valentyn calls it, affords a moil beautiful wood; it refemblea 
wainut-tT^e*wood in colour, but is veined and variegated in a much handfomer manntr j the planks obtained 
from it are LMom more than one foot and a half in breadth,, though forne times fome are got of two, and 
two a- d a hdf fiet broad, and four feet long. It is alfo called baftard-ebony. Tn. 

f f The jati, or teak tree, as it is called in the weftern parts of India, has its firlt name from a Javanefe 
word, fignlfying durable. It is the puck of the eafUrn woods, and one of the higheft and largeft trees 

of 
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ficient quantity has not yet been reared to fupercede the neceffity of a fupply of timber 
from Java, 

There are many other fpecies of wood, befides the above, the half of which I am 
entirely unacquainted with ; they are amply defcribed by Valentyn.* * ** 

Of the products of the country confidered as articles of trade, the firft rank is occu¬ 
pied by its ftaple commodity, doves. The treef on which they grow is too well 
and too minutely defcribed by Valentyn, than that I flicmld be required to do it here. 
Two large crops of doves never fucceed each other; if the crop be one year very 
large, that of the next year will be fmall: the firtt generally takes place in uncommon 
dry feafons; and epidemical fevers are then very prevalent. 

When the cloves are almoft ripe, they mu ft be foon gathered, or they fhoot out in 
a few days into mother cloves. The cloves which are dried over the fire, inftead of 


of the foretl* There are two forts, which, by the timber they yield, are diftinguifhed by the names of 
male and female; the former is the darkeft in hue, and very veiny ; it is eafier to be wrought than the 
latter, which is paler and Id’s veiny* Ta. 

* " A conception may be formed , 1 ” fays Valentyn, *' of the great plenty of timber-trees of all kinds 
11 Amboyna, for the conflruilion of Blips and houfes, and for 1 he fineft and mod calUy articles of 
f1 furniture, from the circumfUnce that Mr. Rumpbius (author of the HorUis Amboinenfis) had pro- 
14 cured a little cabinet to be made, which was inlaid with nearly four hundred forts of only the choictft 

** and handfomeft woods, and which, together with other cunofiues, that gentleman fent as a prefent, 
41 in the year i682, to the great Duke of Tufcany, Cofmo the Third* If then there are fo many forts 
M of fine and choice woods fit for veneering, how many muft not the common forts be I” He particularly 
deferibes a great number, among which are feveral different fpecies of the ebony-tree * the iron-tree ; the 
cafuarina ; the wild clove tree ; the fa mama tree, which is a baftard fort of teak ; the nan i* tree, which 
yields a timber that is almoft impenfhable ; the Cbiutfe ufe it lor anchors and rudders; it withstands alt 
weathers, and yields but flowly to the powerful agency of fire; it is, however, on account of its hard- 
nefs, very difficult to be wrought : the cajoedanguit-tree, which has received the proud title of the tree 
of heaven, or of the firmament, as it feems to lift its lofty and fpreading fummit to the clouds; &c* At 
the conclufion of his account of the trees of Amboyna, he aft’ures the reader that the mo ft laborious exer¬ 
tion of a long life would not fuffice to become acquainted with all the trees which grow on the lofty and 
woody mountains, the extenfive and impenetrable fore Its of Amboyna, and that the vail number 
which he has noticed, feventy-two of which he frives reprefen tattoos of. are but a fmall portion of the 
whole. Tr. ■ 

t Caryophyllus* The clove h produced on a very handfome tree, fume what rtfemblmg n large pear- 
tree ; ns Hem is (1 might, and at the di fiance of five feet from the ground its branches begin ; the bark is 
thin and fmooth, and adheres clofdy to the wood ; the wood is heavy and hard ; the leaves hand two and 
two oppofite, they are about a band-breadth in length, and two inches broad, pointed, ribbed and rcddifh 
on the upper, but fmooth and of a bright green colour on the under fide, they have a very aromatic 
fmdl when bruifed between the fingers. When a tree is nine years old, and has been well attended 
Eo, it begins to yield cloves; they appear in the beginning of the rainy feafoif; they are then little dark- 
green longifti buds, and become perfect cloves in ihape in the month of Auguft or September ; they 
then turn yellow, and afterwards red, which is the time for gathering them ; if they are fufftred to re¬ 
main three or four weeks longer, they fwell aod become what are called mother-cloves, which are proper for 
propagation, or for candying, but not for drying as a fpice* The cloves grow on ftparaie ftalks, but in 
bunches of three or more together, Valentyn deferibes four forts ; that which he rails the male clove, is 
the fort 11 fed for drying; the female produces cloves of a pale colour, which are the beft for extracting of 
oU ; the king’s clove is a very fcarce fpecies, bearing larger and double cloves ; he mentions one free of 
this kind that Hood in theifiand; Machian, and a few others that were difeovered in 1668, and j 68a, in 
Hative and in Hitoe : the fourth fort are called rice-cloves ; they arc very fmall, but likewife very rare ; 
the clove produced upon the wild clove-tree has no kind of fpicynefs. At the time of gathering the 
cloves, the ground is carefully fwept under the trees, that none may be loft ; they are generally pulled off 
by long hooks. The ufual time of the clove crop is in October, and it lafts till December. The oil of 
cloves is well known in the Materia Mediea; an hundred weight of doves ufed to be employed in former 
times to procure a quart of oil, but that quantity is now drawn from forty pounds, though it is in con- 
fequence not fo powerful; the extraction of the oil is llriftly prohibited by the Dutch Company to all 
individuals. Tr. 
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in the fun, are not pood ; ihefe may be diflinguifhed by their colour, being more in¬ 
clining to black, and that they bend between the fingers ; while thofe which are pro¬ 
perly dried are oil the contrary not flexible, but brittle, and fnap aiunder upon being 
filliped with the finger; they are alio of a reddilh call. 

The crop of cloves depends much upon the temperature of the weather, in the 
months of June and September. An after-crop is fometimes made, but the time is un¬ 
certain, and it does not often happen. 

Although this fpice is not an indigenous production of Amboyna, but a native of the 
Molucca illands proper, whence it was brought hither fonre centuries ago*, it profpers 
exceedingly well here, and efpecially upon the illands of Honimoa, Oma, and Nouffa- 
laut, commonly called the Uliaffers, which, together with Amboyna, are the only fpots 
where the Company allow it to be cultivated t, and they conftantly caufe it to be de- 
ltroyed in every other place within their reach, efpecially on little Ceram, or Hoewa- 
moehil \; exclufive of the extirpations which take place, from time to time, in the 
fpice-illands themfelves, in order to m'oderate the great abundance of the article, with 
which their warehoufes overflow both at Batavia and in Holland. 

Thus the fupreine Indian government ordered, by their letter of the 26th of De¬ 
cember, 1769, that the number of clove trees Ihould not be allowed to exceed 
500,000 § j and it was further ordered, in the year 1773, that 50,000 more Ihould 
be deftroyed, lb that at prefent (1775), after three extirpations, the number of clove 
trees, as near as could be afeertained, amounts to 513,268 •, whereof 
320,491 fruit-bearing trees, 

104,866 half-grown, 

87,911 young plants, 


513,268 


* A fhovt time before the coming of the Fortnguefe in Amboyna, the Cerammers of Cambello fecretly 
brought fome mother-cloves in hollow bamboos from Machian, whence they were propagated all over 
Ceram, Amboyna, and the neighbouring illands, and in the fpace of fifty or fixty years the whole of 
Hoewamoehil was covered with them. This was told to the Dutch when (hey firll came to Cambello, 
and fome of the trees firll planted were (hewn to them, behind the hill of Maflili; the memory of it is 
likewife preferved in the traditionary fongs of the Amboyncfe. The brave and enterprifing inhabitants of 
Cambello were rewarded for the opennei's with which they Ibewed the Dutch their treafurcs, by the 
delfru&ion of all their clove trees, and the deprivation of the fruits of their indullry and exertion ; the im¬ 
placable enmity which they in confcquetice entertained for the Dutch, and their repeated attacks upon the 
farts their enemies elta lilhed in their country, have been fiigmatized by the Dutch writers, as a bafe and 
wicked fpidt of difobedience, and an unjult and cruel luft of blood and warfare j «* fo that,” fays Valen- 
tyn, “ it would have been better, if, inftead of extirpating their trees alone, we had, at the lame time, 
exterminated this revengeful and fanguinary nation.** Tiu 

f I believe too, that whatever pains foreign nations may take to propagate thefe fpice trees in other 
places, they will never fuceecd, except in the neighbourhood of the Moluccas, unlefs in fimilar countries, 
frtuated in the fame latitudes, which, like thefe, heated by fubtmaneous tires, afford, by the a&ion of this 
natural laboratory, Mtcient heat to the fpice trees, to give thdr fruit their ft rung pungent and aromatic 

flavour, S* h " 

The clove tree has, however, been fuccefsfully introduced in the Weft-India illands, and though the 
quantities hitherto brought from them, have been very mftgmficant, yet their con ft ant increafe fuffices to 
fhew that the culture is in an improving date; in 1797? jyolbs. were imported to London from Mar* 
trnico, and in the prefent year 2ooibs, from that iflatid, and 2,98 libs, from St, Kitts, Tr, 

t Hoewamoehil is a peninfula joined to Ceram by an ifthmus, called the Pafs of Tanoeno ; it was not 
only very fertile in dove trees, but produced likewife large quantities of nutmeg trees ; of thefe laft, what 
was called the Great Nutmeg Tree Forelt, was deftroyed in 1667, and in another place 3,500 nutmeg- 

V One hundred and twenty five dove trees are allowed to a plantation, or douffbn, as it is called by the 
Amboyncfe, and of thefe there arc 4000, which makes the number of 500,000 trees. T a. 

4 * Befides 
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Befides 22,310 tatanamangs, which are trees that are not comprehended in the clove 
plantations, but Hand mterfperfed here and there, near the houfes. Every Amfaoy- 
nefe plants fuch a clove-tree when a child is born to him, in order by a rough cal¬ 
culation to know their age. Although they do not oppofe the extirpation of the clove- 
trees in the plantations, when the Company think it fit, yet to touch their tatanamangs 
would fpeedily be the caufe of a general infurrection among them; this was manifeft 
on the occafion of one of the laft extirpations, when the extirpators ignorantly, at leaft 
as they pretended, cut down fome tatanamangs. The whole country was immediately 

up ; and had not the then governor. Van der V-, fpeedily provided againft it, they 

would have deftroyed all the other clove-trees, fet fire to their habitations, and flying 
to the mountains, they would thus have withdrawn theinfelves from their obedience to 
the Company. 

' I have been allured that a clove-tree will continue to bear fruit for the fpace of 
eighty years*. 

Befides the clove, nutmeg-trees likewlfe grow here with tolerable luxuriance; 
but they are all deftroyed by the orders of the government, whenever they arc 
found t- 

In proportion as the clove trees were more and more eradicated, the government 
at Batavia began to think on the means of giving the Amboynefe an equivalent for the 
diminution of that produftion, as the crop of cloves brought but little money into 
circulation, in proportion to the number of inhabitants, of which I fliall fay more here- 

I 

* Valentyn mentions a dove-tree upon Hoewamoehil, that was known to be one hundred and thirty 
years old, and to have yielded in one feafon two fohars, or i,iooib* of cloves. Tut* 

f As we had no opportunity, in the fiiort account given of the iflands of Bahda in the firft volume, to 
deferibe the nutmeg-rree, it may be well to introduce an account of it here. The myriftrea mofehata, or 
true nutmeg, is a handfome and Threading tree; the bark is fmooth, and of a brownifh grey colour; the 
leaves are diptical, pointed, obliquely nerved, on the upper tide of a bright green, on the under whit ifh, 
and (hind alternately upon foot (talks; they afford a moil grateful aromatic feent when bruifecL If a 
branch of the tree be broken off, a fap runs out of it, which is of great prejudice to the tree ; and it never 
thrives well afterwards. It does not bear fruit till its eighth or ninth year. When it begins to produce 
fruit, little yellowifli buds make their appearance, out of which final! white flowers are blown, hanging 
two or three together, upon (leader peduncles; in the centre of the flower is an oblong reddsfli knob^ 
from which the fruit is produced, though no more than one bloffom out of three commonly ripens to a 
nutmeg. The fruit is eight or nine months arriving at maturity; but blofibms and ripe fruit are Found at 
the fame time upon the fame tree, and the nutmegs are generally gathered three times in a year. The 
fruit appears like a fmall peach, both in fhape and in colour* only it is pointed towards the flalk ; when it 
is ripe, the outer coat, which is almofl half an inch .thick, opens and Ihews the nutmeg, in its black and 
fhining (hell, encircled by a network of fcarJet macc ; the outer coat is generally whitifh, a little hard, and 
is very good preferved in fugar, or dewed ; you then come to the mace, which is of a fine bright red colour, 
and under it a black fliell, about as thick as that of a filbert but very hard ; it is opened by being firll 
dried fucceffivdy in five different petaks, or drying places, made of fplit bamboos, upon which the nutmegs 
are laid, and placed over a flow fire; in each of thefe petaks they remain a week, till the nutmegs arc 
heard to fhake within the fiidl, which is then eafily broken ; the nutmegs are then farted and delivered 
to the Company ; each loit is then feparatdy put in baikets, and foaked three times in tubs with fea water, 
much impregnated with Jime ; they are then put into diltinfl dofeie, where they are left for fix weeks, 
to fweat; this is done that the lime, by doling the pores of the nuts, may prevent their ilrength from 
evaporating, and like wife becaufe fuch a prepared nutmeg is not fit for propagation. Some trees afford 
longer, and fome rounder nutmegs, but which are of the fame quality; the long ones are called male nut¬ 
megs; but there are like wife wild male nutmegs, which have little flavour, and are not valued. The Ban* 
d ancle enumerate feveral forts of nutmegs: but they appear only varieties in the fruit of die fame tree* 
1 he mynftica fatua* or wild nutmeg, grows in all the Eallern ilfmds; it feems to have been this fort that 
Forreft obtained at Dory harbour in New Guinea, and planted on the ill and of Bun wont; it is produced 
like wife in the Weft Indies* at the ifland of Tobago. An effential oil is extracted both from nutmegs and 
from mace; it is reckoned that three catti of Banda, making about feventcen pounds and a quarter Am- 
fterdam weight, yield about a quart of oil. Tr. 
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after. For that purpofe. His Excellency Governor Moffel propofed (in his Secret 
Confiderations on the State of India, offered to the gentlemen in authority at home, 
under the head of Amboyna,) to encourage the cultivation of pepper and indigo there, 
as much as poflible, in order to furnilh a better means of fubfiftence to the natives; 
but the little inclination which the rulers of Amboyna have fftewn to comply with this 
propofal, and the little attention they have bellowed upon the fubjeft, or, as they 
allege in their own exculpation, the indolence of the Amboynefe, have almoft wholly 
frustrated the attempts which have been made in this line. 

The indigo that is produced upon Leytimor is thought to be much better than that 
of Buro : a pound of the former ftands the Company in fix gilders * ; but it is very 
little inferior in point of brilliancy of tint to Pruffian blue. 

The government then adopted the mode of taking it by contra£l, promifing to pay 
forty-eight ftivers for the firft, thirty-fix for the fecond, and twenty-four for the third 
or worlt fort |; but neither did this fucceed, while its failure is equally attributed to 
the lazinefs of the natives. 

The following quantities were delivered to the Company in 1748 and 1749, accord¬ 
ing to the report of Governor Roozeboom: 


1748 

1749 


From Hila. 

From Bouro. 

1851b. - 

- 281 lb. 

2oolb. - 

- 225flb. 

385^. 

5o6|lb. 

3 8 5 


In all 89111b. 


The cultivation of pepper in Bouro fucceeded no better, though the pepper-vine 
it is faid grows very well there, and produces a large corn; but which is not of fo 
bard a fubftance, nor fo ftrong a flavour, as that of Bantam, or the Malabar 
coafl. 

I am much furprifed that the government has not hitherto taken any pains to profe- 
cute the cultivation of the fugar-cane in the illands of Amboyna, for it grows as lux¬ 
uriantly, and as full of fap here, as in Java or any where elfe; which I know by having 
frequently feen and examined the canes which have been planted here and there by 
the flaves for their own ufe. This would not only alleviate the poverty of the Amboy¬ 
nefe, as their clove- trees are deftroyed from year to year, but it would, on the other 
hand, be no lefs profitable to the Company, as the article would be conveyed hence, 
without any additional expence, by the clove-lhips, on board of which it could be flowed 
as a lower tier, and ferve for ballaft. Perhaps, however, this has never been put in 
praftice, in order that the competition of the fugars from Amboyna might not be of 
prejudice to the fugar-works of Jaccatra, in which perhaps the gentlemen in the direc¬ 
tion of affairs are interefted. 

Coffee likewife grows here in fufficient luxuriance to encourage the Amboynefe 
in the cultivation of it; and the quality of it is by no means inferior to that of 
Java. 


• About na, fterliugi Tr. 

^ About 4s* 4<i for the 3s. jd, for the fecond, and zu ad, for the third fort* Tr* 
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CHAP. XVII. — Dcfcription of the Sago-tree, and of the Manner in •which the Sago is 

prepared . — The E/a. — Sago-bread. •— Gabbegabba. — A tap. — Sago-woods of the 

Company. — Fruits. — The Sagwire-tree, and the Liquor drawn from it. — Animatr. 

— Deer.—Wild Hogs. — Babi-rouffa, or Hog-deer, —■ Fijhes. — Wonderful Stories of 

the Amboynefe. — A Fiji) called Jacob Everifen. —— Reptiles. — Snakes. — Domcflic 

Animals. 

THOUGH the clove-tree yields the rlcheft production of this illand, the fago-tree 
is of much greater utility to the Amboynefe. 

This production, which a wife Providence has bellowed as an umverfal article of food 
upon the inhabitants of Amboyna, Ceram, and the furrounding iflands ealt of Celebes, 
(for on Celebes it grows not *, though it is again found in Borneo, where on the con¬ 
trary, rice, as a primary article of food, is wanting) propagates itfelf by offsets, or Ihoots, 
which for a long time appear only like bulhes f, and which all proceed from the roots, 
or from the bottom of the trunk of a full grown tree. 

I flia.ll not fet down all that appeared to me worthy of obfervation on the fubjeft of 
this tree, as Valentyn, in his del'cription of the trees and plants of Amboyna, is ample 
in his account of it; but I Iball only make mention of what he has not noticed. 

The ftera, when it begins to form itfelf out of the buih, Ihoots up as ftraight as an 
arrow, to the height of between forty and fixty feet, without any lateral branches, juft 
like the firi and cocoa-nut trees, to which genus it likewife belongs, forming a hand- 
fome crown at the top, which affords an agreeable lhade. 

A grove of thefe trees, with their erected Items, which, when arrived at maturity, 
confift of nothing but a fpongy and mealy fubftance, furrounded by a hard bark, of 
about half an inch thick, and their beautiful leafy crowns, have a very charming ap¬ 
pearance, and form a pleafant and cool retreat. 

This white, fpongy, and mealy fubftance is the fago, which ferves the natives in lieu 
of bread |. 

As the manner in which I have feen the fago poekeled, or made into meal, differs in 
fome refpefls from that which Valentyn relates, I fhall here Ihortly particularize it. 

A tree is fir ft made choice of, the pith of which it is certain has attained its full 
maturity, and this is perceived by its beginning to be of a yellowifh white call juft 
under the foliage The Item is then cut through as clofe to the ground as poffible, 
in order to lofe the lefs of the farinaceous contents. 

When the tree is thus felled, it is cut through in the middle of its length into two 
or more pieces, and the hard bark of each piece is fplit afunder by the infertion of 
wedges; the fago then appears uncovered, juft like the fpongy fubftance in our elder- 
trees. They then make a certain inftrument, refembling an adze, out of one of the 

• Other travellers inform ns that the fago likewife grows on Celebes, efpecially, and in much abundance, 
at the bottom of Bugguefs Bay. Tr. 

I Yet thefe bulhes are about fifteen or fixteen feet in height. Tr. 

f The fago tree does not produce any fruit till it has loft its ftrength and is about to die, when the 
branches likewife appear covered with meal; it then produces at the top a bunch of fraall fruit, like 
pigeon’s eggs, which are firll green, and afterwards yellow; the kernel is very aftringent. It delights in 
wet and morally fituations, and will not grow except in low giounds. It does not live above thirty 
years. Tr. 

_ 5 They likewife fometimes try it by chopping a hole in the tree, out of which they take fome of the 
pith to examine whether it be ripe enough : if not, they clofe the hole again ; but elfe they immediately 
fell the tree, as if fuffered to remain too long, and till it produces fruit, they know that the pith will 
turn entirely into green filaments, and yield no fago. Tr. 

l l 2 branches 
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branches of the tree they have felled, with which they loofen the fago all round from 
the bark, and reduce it to the appearance of faw-duft. 

The whole tree being thus poekeled out the raw fago is put by portions into a trough, 
like a canoe, and water is poured upon it, and well mixed with the fago, by which 
means the meal is feparatcd from the filaments. 

Thefe filaments, which might be denominated the bran of the fago, are called ela, 
and are made ufe of to feed hogs, poultry, &c. 

The water, thus impregnated with the fago-meal, having flood flilt for fome time, 
the meal fubfides by its own height to the bottom, the water is then poured off, and it 
is a fecond time purified in the lame manner; after this the wet meal is laid upon flat 
wicker-bafkets to dry, and it is then kneaded together, and into little cakes of three 
inches long, two inches broad, and half an inch thick ; finally, it is put into moulds of 
the fame frze and Ihap'e, and baked over the fire till it is done enough, and becomes 
dry and hard *. 

The tafte of the fago-bread does not much vary from that of the caflava, or manioc, 
of the Weft Indies, but it appeared to me to be more nutritive ; it is not unpleafant to 
eat when it has been firft a little foaked, and afterwards fried in butter, yet it is very 
difficult of digeflion. 

The fineft part of the meal is mixed with water, and the pafte is rubbed into little 
round grains, like fmall fhot, and dried. This preparation is not difagreeable in foups, 
in lieu of Italian macaroni: the fago that is produced in Borneo is efteeined the belt for 
this purpofe. 

A preparation is likewife made of this fineft part of the meal which is called popeda, 
and has much refemblance to the porridge of buck-wheat meal which is made in 
Holland,.but it is much more gelatinous. This is eat off of little flicks, which being 
dipped into the popeda, take with them a part of it which adheres to them; they are 
then dipped in fifh-broth, and, together with a little fifh, conftitute the beft difh of the 
Amboynefe, and even of thofe who are defendants of Europeans. 

A tpma, or twenty-five pounds weight of fago-meal, is fold here in general for feven 
or eight ftivers; and an ordinary tree, which can commonly be poekeled from its 
twelfth to its twentieth year, yields five or fix hundred pounds of it. 

Befides the farinaceous part for food, the fago-tree yields other things of utility to 
the Indians. 

The ftem or bark, after the meal has been poekeled out, is made ufe of by the natives 
to form lirtle bridges over rivulets, or little creeks. • 

What are called the branches, which are channelled on the upper fide, and convex 
on the under, ferve alfo fometimes for the fame purpofe j but the chief ufe which the 
Amboynefe make of them is for the walls and roofs of their houfes, and for packing- 
cafes, &c. This article is called gabbe-gabba. 

The leaves, laced together, form what is called atap, and ferve inftead of tiles for 
covering of houfes, and to preferve things from the rain; but roofs of atap muft be 
renewed every fix or feven years f. 

Although 

• The mould, or oven, for baking fago-bread is made of earthenware ; it is generally nine inches fqnare, 
sod about four deep, divided into two equal parts by a partition parallel to its Tides. Each of thofe parts is 
fubdivided into eight or nine, about an inch broad, fo that the whole contains two rows of cells, about 
eight or nine in a row. The oven is turned firft on one fide and afterwards on the other upon the fire, and 
tlie cakes are fufftciently baked in about ten or twelves minutes. Tit. 

+ The fago-tree has, like all the trees of the palm kind, a cabbage, which is eaten by the natives, 
though it is not fo good or wholefome as that of the aneebong, or proper cabbage-palm. When a fago- 

tree 
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Although the fago-tree grows on almoft all the iflands of this province, it is upon that 
of Hoewamoehil, or Little Ceram, that the Iargeft woods of it are found, of which the 
Company referve the property to themfelves, and annually difpofe of their produce to 
their own emolument. I he woods of Loehoe and Hanitello yielded to the Company, 
in one year, according to the report of Governor Roozeboom, the quantity of one 
thoufand and fixty-feven pounds. It is'diftinguiflied into three forts, which the Com- 
pany have refpe&ively fold at the following prices: 

The inaha poetey, or befl fort, at i rix-dollar per lb. 

The majou baroe, or fecond fort, at | rix-dollar per lb. 

The feri boa, or third fort, at 4 rix-dollar per lb. * 

In how far now thefe fago-woods of Little Ceram are the fource of revenue to the 
governor of Amboyna, I will not here examine into. 

Fruits and vegetables for food or refreflmient are but fcarce. The (haddock f, which 
is by no means as good as at Batavia, a few fweet oranges, mangos mangoftesns § 
the bilembiug ||, and water-melons, are almoft the only fruits, and they are not very 
abundant. The few vegetables which grow here, require infinitely more attention in. 
rearing them than at Batavia. 

The fag wire is a liquor drawn from a tree, which, according to the little knowledge 
I have of botany, belongs to the fame genus with the cocoa nut, fago, firi, and date- 
trees. It is of the fame nature as the toddy, or palm-wine* 

When it finffi comes from the tree it is clear, and looks much like pure water. Its 
tafte is fweet, but refrefbing. It becomes acidulated by degrees, and at iaft turns quite 
four, which, however, can be prevented by preparing it by means of a certain bitter 
wood which being put into it preferves it good for a long time : although it then 


tree has been felled, the ela, or refufe, is frequently left in the woods, and the wild hog* fatten upon it ■ a 
kind of mufhroomfi, which are much efleemed by the natives, grow upon the heaps of da. The fago-tree 
is even of benefit after it has been deprived of its pith, and left to rot where it was felled ; for when roU 
ten, a fort of very fat white worms, called fago-worms, with brown heads, are found in it, which the In¬ 
dians roaft, and think a great delicacy, A computation has been made by Forfeit of how many perfons 
may live on an acre planted with fago-trecs. A fago-tree he allows to take tip 100 fquare feet ; now the 
contents of an acre are 43,500 fquare feet, which allows 435 trees to grow within that fpace / but fnp- 
pofing only 300, and that, one with another, they give 3 :0 weight of flour, then three trees, 'or 000 
weight, would maintain one man for a year, and an acre to be cut down would maintain roo men for tEic 
lame time ; now, as fago-trees are feven years a-growing, xoo divided by feven will allow fourteen men to 
be maintained for a year on the produce of one-feventh part of an acre, immediately, or on the produce of 
a wliole acre, progrefRvdy cut, one-feventh part at a time, allowing frelh trees to fprout up. By Dr. Fori- 
tei computation, ten or twelve perfons live eight months upon the produce of an acre planted with bread- 
fruit-trees at Qtaheitc, Tr. 

* The inconfilfency of this paragraph with what has gone before, mull be aferibed to fome very material 
errors of theprefs, in numerical charaders, in the original; the quantity of 10671b. of fago is barely the 
produce of two trees, according to what has preceded, and therefore Is palpably abfurd as applied to the 
produce of the Iargeft woods * fuppofmg it even ought to have been printed 106,700, it would fall con- 
hderahly Jhort of what that expreffian would lead 11s to expe&,as it would then be no more than the pro- 
duce of about zoo trees. How, too, ffiall we reconcile the prices of and J rix-dollar per pound, with 
tbut o, feven or eight fhvers for twenty dive pounds ? No clue has been found in any of the writers con- 

. . to folve thefe difficulties, and there was therefore no alternative to leaving the text as it Hands in the 
original 

f Citrus decutnanus. J Mahgifera lodica. 

§ Garcmia mangotlana. j] Averrhoa belimbl 

If, ror this purpofe the roots of a tree called the fofoot-tree are ufed, which occafiou a fermentation in. 
the lagivire, and in about eight hours make it £U for keeping, Tr. 

^ V I&fes 
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lofes its pleafant tafte, and turns thickeft, looking like orgeade, or almond-mi lk, it is 
eiteemed more wholefome, and has an inebriating quality; it is afterwards kept in 
bottles well corked. 

The tree which yields this liquor has always a faded appearance, with many yellow 
dead leaves, which look much like thofe of the fago-tree. One of thefe leaves, or 
rather branches, is cut off, and the fagwire trickles out of it by drops, which are caught 
in a bamboo, hung under it for that purpofe, and when this is full, the contents are 
drawn off by a tap at the bottom ; this operation is called tyffering. 

The woods are filled with deer, and with wild hogs, the flefh of which animals is 
almoft the only meat that is eaten here. It is ufed frefh, falted, and dried : in the laft 
manner it is called dingding ; it is broiled a little over the fire, and eaten with rice : it 
is a chief article of food of the Europeans, and the Amboynefe eat it likewife when they 
can afford to purchafe it. 

Among the wild animals, which inhabit the woods of the ifland Bouro, there is one 
which bears the name of babi-rouffa, or the hog-deer; it has been fully defcribed by 
Valentyn, who has given us a reprefentation of it; but it appeared to me, when I 
compared the figure with one of the animals alive, that its legs were longer than they 
are there reprefented *. 

The bay ufed formerly to abound in fifh ; but they are not fo plentiful now, on 
account of the violent earthquake of the year 1754. Moft of the filh that are found 
here are peculiar to thefe feas. 

Many very ftrange fifhes muff have been met with here, in the time of Valentyn f ; 
and in this region of wonders, it is not fufficient that the really lingular productions of 
nature are beheld and admired, or feared, but fuperftition has multiplied wonders upon 
wonders. Inter alia, there is, fay the Amboynefe, and likewife the Macaffers, a mon- 
fter that has its abode in thefe feas, which they defcribe as having a thoufand legs, all 
of them fo large, that if it lay but one of the thoufand upon any vefiel it mull imme¬ 
diately founder j and yet this monfter is believed to be afraid of a common cock ; 
whence thefe poor fuperftitious mortals will never put to fea without having chanticleer 
for a guardian angel on board. 

There is likewife, it is faid, a large fith near the pier-head at Amboyna, to which the 
name of Jacob Evertfen has been given, and they pretend that it takes away one man 
every year. I am not qualified to fay whether any filh of the lhark kind does, or does 
not particularly refort to that fpot, altough many reputable people at Amboyna believe 
the whole ftory; but it is certain, however, that on the evening of my arrival here. 


* The babi-rouffa, which is a Malay appellation fignifying hog-deer, partakes, as its name denotes, of 
the nature both of the hog and of the deer. The chief Angularity of the animal con lifts in two of its upper 
teeth being carved round, and, penetrating through the bone of the forehead, appear juft above the fnout 
like two femicircular horns; they are fometimes fofar bent round, that they grow into the bone of the head 
acrain \ it has likewife two tufks placed in the under jaw, like other wild boars; the female is without any of 
thefe projecting teeth : it has a foft thin fkin, with fhort hair, and has no bridles ; the fnout is more pointed 
than that of the other wild hogs, and the tail is longer, with a bunch of hair at the end ; the ears are pretty 
fhort, and the eyes fmall ; its feet have each two long and two fhort toes, but the fore legs are much fhorter 
than the hinder ones; thefe animals are cafily hunted down, but they frequently hurt the dogs with their 
lower tufks; the upper tufks are too far rccurvated to admit of their defending themfdves with them. 
Their flefh more re ft rubles venifon than pork; there is little fat upon it, it being mo Illy folid meat. They 
do not live, like the other wild hogs, upon fago and canart, a fort of almonds, but chiefly upon grafsand 
the leaves of trees. They never affociate with the wild hogs, and when hunted they generally take to the 
water, where they arc very expert in fwimming and diving, and fometimes fwim over from one ifland to 


the other. Ta. 

f Valentyn deferibes and gives reprefentatms 
.snoftly peculiar to thefe feas. Tk, 


of five hundred and twenty-eight 
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different forts of fifli, 

about 
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about nine o'clock, a failor of one of the floops that lay juft behind my fbip, on his 
fwimming afhore to fetch his pocket handkerchief which he had left, was fo dreadfully 
bitten by fome fifli or other in the head that he died the fame night j and he would 
probably have been dragged to the bottom and devoured, had not immediate affifiance 
been given to him, upon his loud cries for help, as well from my ihip as from the 
other veffels. 

From lions, tigers, wolves, and other beafts of prey Amboyna is free. The moft 
noxious animals are fnakes, of which there are feveral forts in the woods and fields* 
which are amply defcribed by Valentyn. 

1 one morning, walking in the garden behind my houfe, found the oelar bifa nepis, 
or thin poifon fnake # , fo clofe to me, that I Ihould probably have trodden on it, had 
it not firft drCcovered and hiffed at me, whereby I had juft time to retire from the 
dangerous neighbourhood j I caught it a little while afterwards, and preferved it in 
fpirits. 

The fnakes with legs appear to me to belong rather to the lizard tribe, than that of 
fnakes. Among the Angularities here we may reckon the flying lizard. 

I fhall not fpeak of the other animals and infefts, crocodiles, alligators, gek-koss, 
lizards, fcorpions, centipedes, nor of the very curious infed called the walking leaf, as 
they are all fufficiently defcribed by Valentyn f. 

Of the domeftic animals, among which are enumerated buffaloes, cows, horfes, 
fheep, goats, and hogs, the laft-mentioned only are natives of the country ; the others 
have been brought hither, as well by the Portuguefe as by the Dutch, from Java, 
Celebes, and the fouth-weftern ifles. 

The cows here give much lefs milk, and worfe butter than in Java j the price of the 
butter remains the fame as it was eighty years ago, in the time of Valentyn, viz, one 
rix-dollar per pound. 

CH AP. X VIII, — Inhabitants of Amboyna . — The Alfoerefe ; — Account of them by Rum - 

phi us .— The Amboy nefe ; — Their Stature; — Appearance; — Temper* — The 

Women ; — Their Lafcivioufnefs* — The Religion of the Amboynefe ; — Their Idolatry ; 

— Vices. —Amboynefe Ghrjiians ; — Their Superjlition ; — Their Government , — 

The Chinefe . — Account of a Chinefe Marriage at Amboyna . — Defendants of Portu- 

guefe* *— Foundation and Exienjton of the Power of the Duchy here . 

THE inhabitants of Amboyna, and of the adjacent iflands belonging to this govern* 
ment, may properly be divided into four claffes, viz. the Alforele, the Amboynefe, 
the Europeans, and the Chinefe. 

Ihe Alfoers or Alfoerefe are, in all probability, the firft and moft ancient inhabi* 
tants of thefe countries j at the prefent day they ftill remain feparate from the other 
inhabitants, and dwell in the mountains of Bouro and Ceram, where they live accord" 

* Nearly twenty different forts of fnakes are defcribed by Valentyn. Among them the oelar bifa biroe, 
or blue poifon fnake, is the moil venomous ; it is no more than a foot and a half in length, and about two 
inches thick ; h is remarkably quick, and its bite Is mortal. The clear bifa nepis, or thin poifon fnake, ia 
fcaretly a quarter of an inch thick, and about a foot and a half. or two feet in length : its bite h equally 
incurable. Tr* 

f The inertimable work of Valentyn, Jo which the reader is fo frequently referred, is fcarce even in 
Holland ; it confirts of five large folio volumes, containing upwards of one thoufand copper-plates. The 
translator is in poifcfiion of a copy, which he procured at much pains and expence ; and would his limits 
allow of it, he would he more copious in his ext rafts from it, as it is a treafure locked up in a chdl, of 
which few have the key, no tranflatign having ever been made of it. Tr. 

mg 
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log to their ancient cuftoms, and avoid all intercourfe with the inhabitants of the fea- 
coafts, except when they are in want of fuch articles as are not to ba met with in the 
interior parts of the iflands, which chiefly confifts in iron and fait, againft which com¬ 
modities they give in barter the productions of their mountains. 

The few which I faw of this nation appeared to me not fo dark in colour, and both 
handfomer and more finewy than the Amboynefe. 

I met with the following account of them, in the defeription of Amboyna compofed 
by Rumphius, which having been prohibited by the government at Batavia, has never 
been printed, but of which a manufeript copy is preferred in the fecretary’s office at 
Amboyna. 

£t Moft of the Alforefe inhabit the wild mountains and interior parts of Ceram. 
They are large, ftrong, and favage people, in general taller than the inhabitants of 
the fea-fliores ; they go moftly naked, both men and women, and only wear a thick 
bandage round their waift, which is called chiaaca, and is made of the milky bark of 
a tree, called by them facka (being the ficamorus alba). They tie their hair upon the 
head over a cocoa-nut fliell, and ftick a comb in it; round the neck they wear a firing 
of beads. 

“ Their arms are a fword made of bamboo, together with a bow and arrows. 

“ They are fharp-fighted, and fo nimble in running, that they can run down and 
kill a wild hog at its utmoft fpeed. 

“ An ancient, but moft deteflable and criminal cuftom prevails among them, agree¬ 
able to which, no one is allowed to take a wife, before he can fhew a head of an enemy 
which he has cut off: in order to obtain this qualification for matrimony, fix, eight, 
or ten of them go together to a ftrange part, where they flay til! they have an oppor¬ 
tunity of furprifing fome one, which they do with great dexterity, fpringing upon the 
unwary paffenger like tigers: they generally cover themfelves with branches of trees 
and bufhes, fo that they are rather taken for brakes and thickets than for men,; in 
this pofture they lie in wait for their prey, and take the firft opportunity that preients 
itfelf of darting their toran or fagoe (a fort of miffile lance) into the back of a paf¬ 
fenger, or fpring upon him at once, and cut off his head with which they inflantly 
decamp, and fly with fpeed from the feene of their wanton barbarity. 

“ If they want to build a new houfe, or a new baleeuw, which is a kind of council- 
hall, they mu ft equally firfl; go and fetch fome human heads. They are riot to be 
broken of this horrid cuftom ; and it is the only objection they make to embracing 
the Chriftian religion, that they muft then abandon it; for no one attains a higher 
degree of fame and refpecl, than he who has brought in the moft heads; and in proof 
of his prowefs, he wears as many little white fhells round his neck and arms, as he has 
murdered men, , 

« The heads thus brought in are fhewn upon a ftone in the village, confecrated to 
that purpofe, and are afterwards heaped together in dark groves, in the receffes of the 
mountains, where they pra&ife their diabolical rites, for they do not perform the 
demonolatry they are addicted to in any temples, but here and there in folirary places, 
and in dreary woods, where the devil anfwers their interrogatories, and often carries 
away fome of them, efpecially children, for three or four months, after which time he 
brings them back again, after having prefented them with painted canes, to which 
feveral little ftrings of Chinefe copper money are attached *. 

“ They 

* Thtfe circtim fiances aflame a more probable appearance in the more ample relation which Valentyn 
Vjves of the religion of the Alforefe. 4r They have (he fays) in Ceram, and clfewhere, temples which 

4 <f they 
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<c They fubfift upon the wild animals which they catch in the woods ; nor do they 
even difdain fnakes. 

Their women are of a tolerably fair complexion, well proportioned, and alto¬ 
gether by no means difagreeable. 

u Among thefe Alforefe there is another kind of fayage people, who do not dwell 
in any houfes or huts, but upon high warinje and other trees, which fpread their 
branches wide round ; they lead and intertwine the branches fo clofeiy together, that 
they form an eafy refling-place j and each tree is the habitation of a whole family : 
they adopt this mode, becaufe they dare not trull even thofe of their own nation, as 
they furprize each other during the night, and kill whoever they take hold of.*' 

Thus far the relation of Mr. Rumphius, who being a man of feme experience and 
much reputation, deferves credit in feme inftances. 

1 could not meet with any other intelligence refpefling thefe people at Atnboyna, as 
they are but feldom vifited, and fUU more rarely by people either able or willing to 
obferve and record what is curious among them. 

The Amboy nefe are alfo very ancient inhabitants of thefe iflands; but the difference 
of their make, and the rather darker fhadeof their complexion, feem to point out that 
they are not defeended from the fame progenitors as the Alforefe. 

They are of a middling fize, rather thin than other wife j their colour is nearer ap¬ 
proaching to black than to brown \ both men and women have regular features, and 
among the latter there are very many who are handfome : it feemed very probable to 
me, that the country or the climate contributed much to this, though how or why I 
cannot tell, for the children of Europeans born here are ahnofl all pretty, and much 
more fo than in Java or at Batavia. 

Neither the thick lips nor the depreffed nofcs, which, according to our ideas of 
beauty, deform the “ human face divine” in other hot countries, are feen here ; but 
on the contrary, and efpecially among the females, perfectly fymmetrical countenances 
are the general characteriftic of the inhabitants. 

They are indolent and effeminate, and both want and violence prove but feeble 
motives to incite them to labour. Yet this is no more than is altnoft univerfally the 
cafe with all nations who bow their necks under a foreign yoke, efpecially in the 
Afiatic regions, and other warm countries ; and I think it probable, though the heat 
of the climate is alone fufficient to produce inactivity, and a repugnance to every thing 
that fatigues the body, that they had been Haves inured to fervitude under the domi¬ 
nion of ftrangers, long before the Europeans came hither. The fervency of the cli¬ 
mate, united to the eafy mode of procuring febfiftence from the fago-tree, and from 
the copious fupply of fifii, which was formerly within their reach, in the bay of Ani- 
boyna* have been the caufes that they have never been obliged to haverecourfe to the 
fatiguing labours of agriculture, to aduiinifter to the wants of nature. Hence thev 
have eaffly fallen a prey to the nations who aimed at fubduing them, as was manifest 

they call march, and like wife toetefr wo, made of gabbe-gabha, which fhnd in the deepeft part of the 
woods, and under the darkeft trees. In them parents deliver 1 heir children, under twelve years of age, to 
the prlefis, to be infli u£ted in the fervice of their demon or god, and the prlelts receive the children, with¬ 
out the parents being able to fee any thing in the temple, on acoiiht of the almolt utter darknefs that pre¬ 
vails in it. Immediately after they hear the moil difmal cries, and fee bloody pikes IHcking through the 
roof of the temple; and though this would feem to denote chat their children are murdered, they receive 
them back m three months. Each of thofe children then receives a painted itick of thin white cane, upon 
which fome figures are burnt, and to which a few Hungs of Chiuefe copper coins are hung ; they arc then 
rubbed with yellow paint and aromatic oils, and Cent about the village to beg for gongs, clothes, and 
vtber things, for the chief pridt.” The remainder of the account he gives oi the Alforefe, though far 
more copious, is perfectly limilar to and conlillent with that of Mr, Rumphius. Tft. 
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in the war with the Ternatefe, the Portuguefe and the Dutch. Neither were they at 
all the caufe that the princes of Celebes have not extended their dominion Jb far to 
the eaftward, for the three abovementioned nations have always prevented it; 
although at that time the kings of Nouffanivel took the high-founding and proud title 
of “ Kings of ten thoufand fwords.” 

The Company mail not, therefore, ever think that the Amboynefe would be ot any 
help to them, in cafe a foreign power were to endeavour to wreft thefe pofleilions from 
them; for, wore there no other reafons to induce them to look upon any change as 
being for the better, their indifferent, indolent, and timorous dilpofition would be 
Fufficient to prevent them from joining either fide. It is true, that thofe of Ilitoe for¬ 
merly ffiewed a little more courage in the civil commotions which took place in the 
laft century, when they fought for independence, as they could no longer bear the 
oppreflion of their inhuman talk-mafters; but in the cafe we have fuppofed, it would 
be the fame to them beneath which European yoke they had to bend ; as, let the 
event be as it might, they would always have to wear the chains of the conquerors; 
befides that, as attached to the Mahomedan religion, they are the fwom enemies of 
all Chrifttans. 

The women, though they are not fo indolent as the men, are, on the other hand, 
exceffively lafcivious; they pollefs no chaftity either in a married, or an unmarried ftate, 
and there is nothing that can reftrain them from fatisfying their paflionate defires. It 
is very ufual among them that a girl gives proofs of her fruitfulnefs before marriage, 
which is never the leaft bar to getting a hulband; and, on the contrary, frequently is 
a reafon for being preferred to others, of whom it is lels certain that they are capable 
of becoming mothers. 

The Amboynefe were in former times, as the Alforefe are at prefent, ldolators ; 
but the Javanefe, who began to trade hither in the latter end of the fifteenth, and in. 
the beginning of the fixteenth century, endeavoured to diffeminate the dochines of 
Mahomet here, and they fucceeded fo well, that in the year 15 1 5 > that religion was 

generally received. _ 

The Portuguefe arriving here in the mean time, endeavoured hkewile to make the 
Roman catholic religion agreeable to the inhabitants, and to propagate it amongtt 
them; which, in particular, took place, according to Rumphius, in the year 1532, 
on the peninfula of JLeytimor, but thofe of Hitoe have, to the prefent day, lemained 
firmly attached to the Mahomedan faith, whence, in contradiftinclion to the Leytimo- 
refe, they are called Moors. 

When our people came to Amboyna, and the Portuguefe were expelled from the 
illand, the proteftant religion was gradually introduced ; yet the unpleafmg refult of 
thefe frequent changes of religion has been, as might naturally be expected, that, from 
blind idolaters, they have firft become bad Roman catholics and afterwards worfe 

proteftants. _ , 

The practice of idolatry cannot yet be wholly eradicated; this, added to tne pre¬ 
valence of the fuperftitions which difgrace chriftianity among the followers of the 
Roman catholic perfuafion, and the almoft univerfal negligence and want of zeal of 
our tcdefiaftics in thefe regions, almoft entirely takes away the hope that the falutary 
doftiines of the gofpel will ever be deeply rooted here, and that the Amboynefe will 
ever be cured of their deplorable blindnefs. 

I cannot either fay much good refpe&ing their moral conduct; I have before men¬ 
tioned that the women are univerfally unchafte, and the men are, in this refpe£t, no 
better. Theft is likewife one of the moft prevalent vices among the Amboynefe, and 

they are not a little dexterous in contriving the means of pilfering; I had twice expe- 

} j rience 
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rience of their adroltnefs in this refpect, during my refidence among them. Malice 
and envy are predominant paflions in their breafts, and are carried to great excefs; 
they envy each other the leaft degree of benefit or profperity; yet this is feldora pro¬ 
ductive of public affaffination or private murder among them, for being a pufillani- 
moLis and fuperftitious race of men, death is to them, more than to any other nation, 
a king of terrors. 

When thefe Amboynefe ChriAians go in their veflels pad a certain hill on the fouth 
coaft of Ceram, they make an offering to the Evil Spirit, which they believe refides 
there, in order that he may not do any harm to them or to their veflels. This 
offering is made in the following manner: they lay a few flowers, and a fmall piece 
of money into empty cocoanut-(hells, which they fet a-floaring in the water: if it be in 
the evening, they put oil into them, with little wicks, which they fet a-light, and let 
burn out upon the water: they are perfuaded that by this means they have appealed 
the Evil Spirit, and that he will not raife any ftonn againft them. 

Valentyn has been fufficiently ample in describing their drefs, houfes, difeafes, 
■cuftoms, &c. * to preclude the neceffity of my faying more about them ; I willi only 
to obferve that that writer has placed almoft every thing in the nioft advantageous 
light. 

The inhabitants of Amlioyna feem, from time immemorial, never to have been 
united under one head; but, as the rnoft ancient accounts and traditions relate, each 
negree, or village, was governed by its own chief. It is true, there have been, and 
there are at prefent, unions of four or five negrees under one chief; but they are the 
leaflin number : among thefe, the principal is Nouffanivel, whofe rajah, or king, has 
three oiher negrees under his dominion. 

Thefe chiefs are diftinguiflied into three claffes, or ranks j thus, there are rajahs, or 
kings; pattis, who may be faid to be dukes or earls; and oran cayos, which fignifies as 
much as rich men. Their chiefs, however, do not poffefs an abfolute authority : every 
negree has given as council to their chief, confiding of the oldeft and moft refpectable 
men of the village, who are called oran touas, that is, elders; and the rajah, patti, 
or oran cayo, of the negree is bound to confult with them at the caleeuw, or council- 
hall, on all the concerns of the community. 

Every negree has likewife its marinhos, who do not aifift at the councils, but are 
exalted above the commonalty, and ferve for exhorters and encouragers of the people 
in every public work. 

Befides feveral little fervices which the common people are obliged to perform for 
thefe chiefs t, the laft have likewife an income proceeding from the crops of cloves, 
which the Company have beflowed upon them. 

The Company pay, for every bhar of five hundred and fifty pounds weight of 
cloves, fifty-fix rix-dollars, or one hundred and thirty-four gilders, and eight (livers J ; 
but of this, the planters receive only fifty-one rix-dollars, the remaining five 
being divided among the village-chiefs, three being allotted to the rajah, patti, or 
oran cayo, one and a half to the oran touas, or elders, and one-half rix-dollar to the 
marinhos. 


* In chapter i, ii, iii, and iv. of the fourth, and chapter i. of the fifth book of vol.it. of Valentyn** 
** Oud en nleuw Oft Indien/' Tr. 

f They are obliged to build the houfes of -their chiefsj and to furnifli all the timber, gabbe-gabba* atap 
and other materials ueceflary for the conftruftion, but the chiefs mufl maintain them while they are at 
work. T pl. 

$ The cloves coll the Dutch Company^, at Amboynn, full fix [livers per pound? or about 6 } d* fter- 
Ung. Tk* 

For 
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For thefe and other reafons, the offices above alluded to, are eagerly fought after, 
and are only obtained for a certain fum of money, of' which fome of the governors 
who have ruled here in behalf of the Company, have not a little availed ; I could 
enumerate fome who have come here with very little property, and in the courfe of a 
few years, by thefe, and other means, have accumulated confiderable wealth, and who, 
immediately upon their return to Batavia, have, in confequence, folicitcd leave from 
the government to tranfmit large Aims of money to Europe. 

The fale of thefe rejentfliips is not, however, an innovation of late date; for, from 
the beginning, every oran cayo paid fifty rix-dollars for his nomination, a path, one 
hundred, and a rajah ftill more; fo that the rajah of Noufianivel was even once obliged 
to give a gratification of three thoufand rix-dollars. 

The Chinefe who frequent this ifland, as well as all the others in the eaftern parts 
of India, where the Company have poffeffions, are not, however, very numerous 
at Amboyna, becaufe there is very little trade, and fcarcely any agriculture, two pur- 
fuits, to which, in general, that nation are very averfe to. If a calculation of their 
number were to be made from the head-money which they pay, all the Chinefe would 
fcarcely be found to amount to one hundred individuals ■> but the frauds which are 
pradifed in the declarations made in this refpcd, are the caufe that this cannot be 
confidered as a proper rule. 

They dwell here in a ftreet, which is called after them, where they keep their ffiops, 
with all forts of provifions, &c. for fale. 

They are under the authority of a chief of their own nation, who is called captain, 
and who has at prefent a lieutenant under him, which was not formerly the cafe; but 
one of the governors was induced to inflitute this lieutenant’s office, by means of a 
prefent of five hundred rix-dollars. 

They do not intermarry with the Amboynefe, but marry amongfl each other; and if 
it happen that they are in want of women, they take Macafibr or Bouginefe girls for 
concubines. 

In the month of April of the year 1775, a Chinefe youth came purpofely from 
Batavia to Amboyna, to marry the daughter of one of his countrymen who 
was fettled here, and was a man of property. I went to fee the ceremonies that 
were made ufe of; I came too late to fee the beginning of them, which, I was told, 
confifted principally in the throwing backwards and forwards of an egg into the wide 
fieeves of the bridegroom and of the bride. I found them both fitting next to each 
other in a parlour, with their eyes fixed on the ground, as if meditating on what had 
been done, without fpeaking a word to, or looking at each other. An oblong little 
table flood before them, covered with red filk, which was embroidered with flowers 
of gold j upon it were fet, before each of them, a little cup of tea, and three or 
four little china difhes with confectionary and boiled birds’ nefts. The bridal bed was 
in the fame apartment j it was likewife hung round with red filk; but there was a 
partition made in it, feparating the place where the bridegroom was to lie, from that of 
the bride; the former, however, occupied about two-thirds of the bed. The bride, 
who was a plump jolly maiden, nearly white, and pretty enough, wore a robe of red 
filk, with long and wide fieeves; a chain of gold hung round her neck, and down 
upon her bofom: on her head fhe wore a black bonnet, tapering upwards to a point, 
and adorned with three rows of jewels. The bridegroom was drefled in a fimilar robe 
of blue filk and cotton. They both kept their arms and hands conflantly tucked 
into the fieeves. "When the bridegroom flood up, he did it fo flowly aud cautioufly, 
and without moving his eyes in the leaft, that he appeared perfectly like an image of 
wax, or an atomaton moved by invifible mechanilm. 


3 


The 


ACCOUNT OF CELEBES* AMBOYNA, &C. 269 

The young couple were forced to endure the repetition of this tedious ceremony for 
three fucceffive days* and always in fight of their nuptial bed* before they were allowed 
to perform the efiential rites of marriage. 

There are flill many defendants of the Portuguefe here, who, when their country¬ 
men were forced to give up the dominion of the ifland to ours, chofe to remain under 
the government of the Dutch, 

ihe principal Amboynefe Chriftians ftil I bear Portuguefe names, which their an- 
ceftors received at their baptifm \ but the Portuguefe language is lefs fpoken here than 
in any other part of India, and the number of the abovetnentioned defendants of 
Portuguefe is not large. 

Our countrymen who, in the year 1605, under the command of their admiral 
Stephen Van der Hagen, took the caflle of Viftoria, which was the chief fettlement 
of the Portuguefe upon the iiland, are now here abofolute mailers, as well over the 
peninfulas of Hitoe and Leytimor, as over the Uliaffers, which comprehends 
the iflands of Oma, Honimoa, Nouffa, and Molaria, and likewife over Manipa, 
Kelang, Bonoa, the north coafl of Bouro, Little Ceram or Hoewamoehil, and fame 
places on Great Ceram ; although a great part of the lad century was elapfed before 
they were in full poffeffion of the coafl of Hitoe, as well as of Little Ceram, on 
account of the oppofition they met with from the Quimelahas, or Ternatefe gover¬ 
nors, the king of lernate looking upon part of thefe countries as his territory; and 
from the four chiefs of Hitoe, who refufed to be deprived of their independence, and 
openly refilled the arms of the Company, But thefe obftacles being now removed, 
the Company have little more to do than to oppofe the attempts of foreign nations, 
and to prevent a ciandefline trade with them, of which I lhali fay more hereafter* 

CHAP, XVIII. — Government at Amboyna . — Counfel of Polity . — Revenues of the 
Governors . — Vice-Governor , — Commandant of the Military . — Refute nt of HU a* — 
Chief of Separoua . — Fifcal — Chief of Harouko. — Refulent of Lartke . — Chiefs 
of Bouro and Manipa . — Other Servants of the Company, — Allowance to the Com - 
pan/s Servants out of the Crop of Cloves* — Repartition of it among them,— Council 
of Jujlice* — Great Influence of ihe Governor, — Shameful Abufes, — Injlance of un¬ 
exampled Cruelty and Injuflice . — Other Courts or Boards* >— Clergymen and Eccle¬ 
ft ajlicai Matters * 

THE general adminiftration of the affairs of this province is veiled in a governor, 
who is appointed by the council of India, and is commonly one of the fecretaries of 
the counAl, or one of the Company's fervants at other out-factories ; the fecond has 
feldom fucceeded to the command, the reafon of which I am ignorant of, 

A council is appointed to aflift the governor, confi fling of the fir ft qualified fervants 
of the^ Company, whole advice and concurrence he is bound to have, in planning, 
arranging, and executing all matters of importance, as is the cafe in all the out¬ 
lawries ; but in how far the power of the governor is hereby circumfcribed, is 
eafily deducible from the confi deration, that he pofiefies the power of difmifling the 
counfellors from the Company's fervice* and fending them to Batavia, where it does 
not often happen that a luperior is caft in any difpute with an inferior ; and the in¬ 
jured party feldom finds either redrefs or confolation, nnlefs he have powerful friends 
to make filtered in his behalf. Befides that fuch a governor is able by a thoufand 
different means, and in indirect ways, to treat fuch as he is difpleafed with in fo mor¬ 
tifying a manner, and to curtail their income and emoluments to fuch a degree, that 
they would rather thank heaven to be out of hishands. 


But 
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But this evil has, alas! been of long Handing ; it will always be one of the moll 
corroding cankers that confume the vitals of the Company, and will at lafl bring the 
fociety to deHruftion. 

The revenues of a governor at Amboyna being but fmall, on account of the little 
trade which is carried on here, and the confequent extreme degree ol fraud and op- 
preflion that prevailed here, induced the government at Batavia, with the approbation 
of the direftors at home, to come to a relolution in the year 1755, to P rov 'de again(t 
the growing evil; • and they therefore determined to give the governor a yearly addi¬ 
tional allowance of fix thoufand rix-dollars, or fourteen thoufand four hundred 
guilders *. 

This, added to other emoluments which long prefcription has legalized, is fufficient 
to enable the governor to live according to his rank, without his being obliged to put 
fuch means in practice as one of the governors, whofe name I fhall not here mention, 
ufed to employ to double his revenues. 

The vice-governor, or fecond perfon in rank, is a fenior merchant, and at the fame 
time head adminifiratar, filling likewife, as is the cultom in all the out-factories, the 
office of commercial book-keeper; he is alfo prefident of the council of jultice, and of 
the orphan-chamber. 

The third in rank is the commandant of the military, who has the rank, title, and 
pay of captain. He is the chief of all the troops in the whole province, the promotion 
of all the fubaltem officers ufed formerly to be folely effected at his recommendation ; 
but the advantages of this office were confiderably curtailed by Mr. * * *, who even 
publicly fold the places of ferjeants and corporals in the military for fifty, or one 
hundred rix-dollars, both to the Amboynefe and to the Europeans, without the 
commandant daring to complain of his proceedings, and it now yields but a poor 
fubfiftence. 

Upon this officer follows the chief or refident of Hila, who has the greateft part of 
the north coaffi of Hi toe, and Little Ceram Hoewamoehil, under his management; 
next to Saparoua, his did rift is the moll famous for the collection of cloves: he has a 
good income, and the rank of merchant. 

The fifth in order is the chief of Saparoua; this faftory lies in the ifland Honimoa ; 
not only that ifland but alfo Noufla Laut, and part of Great Ceram belong to his juril- 
diftion. The firfl named iflands are very fertile, and yield more than half the annual 
quantity of cloves which are gathered in the province. 1 he income of this refident is 
computed to yield only in amount to that of the governor. 

Next follows the fifcal, who is equally a merchant in rank; his duty, as every 
where, is £0 take care that the property of the Company be not injured: he has like¬ 
wife a concluding vote in the council of polity. 

The fixth is the chief of Haroeko, upon the ifland of Oma, to which alfo belongs a 
part of Ceram : he is generally a junior merchant. 

The feventh is the chief of Larike. This faftory Hands on the fouth-weft coaH of 
the land of Hitoe, and the ifland of Amblauw, which formerly belonged to Bouro, has 
lately been put under the jurifdiftion of Larike. 

The Soldyboekhouder, paymafter, or garrifon book-keeper, is the eighth; who 
is, at the fame time, curator ad /ties, and prefident of the board of controul over 

marriages. . . 

Thefe eight, together with the winkelier, or purveyor, who, as well as the lalt- 

mentioned officers, isa junior merchant, make the nine, who are appointed as a 


* About 1300I. fterliog. Tr. 
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council of polity3 to watch over the interefts of the Company in conjunction with the 
governor. 

They have a fecretary, who hasalfo the rank of junior merchant. 

Upon thefe follow the reddents of Bouro and Manipa, the cafbier, the fecretary of 
the council of juft ice, who is at the fame time firft clerk in the office of the fecretary 
of the council of polity, the negotie, en foldy-overdraagers, or the writers of the com¬ 
mercial and military ledgers, who are ail book-keepers in rank , and laflly, the comp¬ 
troller of equipment, who- had before the rank of fea-lieutenant, but now that of 
fea captain. 

To this province further belong four lieutenants of the military, and eleven enfigns. 

In order to afford a better means of fubfiftence to all thefe placemen, a yearly 
repartition is made among them, according to their ref^eftive ranks, out of the annual 
crop of cloves j and I fubjoin a ftatement of the repartition which was made in the 
year 1755, agreeable to the regulation eftablithed by the government at Batavia, on 
the 31ft of May of the fame year, which will at the fame time give an idea of the 
quantity of cloves annually collefted. 


In the year 1755* 


Fa&orics. 

Cloves colk 6 led 
in all. 

Amount of ditto 
paid by the 
Company, 

to per cent, on 
the weight,al¬ 
lowed to til* 
Company's 
fervants* 

Amount of ditto. 

At the chief fettle- 

Ibs. 

llix«d. 

Stiv. 

lbs. 

Rix-d. 

Stiv. 

ments, New Vic¬ 







toria 

115,767 

11,787 

H 

23,153* 

2 , 35 ? 

21 

At the faftory. 





Saparoua 

422,407 

43,008 

34 * 

84,480^ 

8,601 

3 °l 

- Hila 

149,606 

*J>23 2 

29! 

29,921 A 

3j°46 

25 

- Haroeko 

39, 2 3 1 | 

3-994 

20 J- 

7,8461 

798 

42 r 

- Larike 

49,H4 

5,000 

33 r 

9 , 826 ^ 

100 

2 5t 

Total 

776, 1 25 

79,023 

3 °*| 

155,228 I 

15.805 

OQ*- 


Repartition among the Company's Servants of the above*, viz* of the 100 Rix^dollars* 


To the governor and director 

Per cent. 

- 40 

Rix-d. 

6322 

Stiv. 

0 

To thefenior merchant, fecond 

- 12 

1896 

29 

To the captain commandant 

4 

632 

9$ 

To the merchant, chief of Hila 

7 

1106 

i6£ 

To ditto ditto of Saparoua 

7 

1106 

i6| 

To ditto fifeal 

6 

948 

14^ 

To the junior merchant, chief of Harouko 

3 

474 

7 v 

To ditto ditto of Larike 

3 

474 

ll 

To ditto, garrifon book-keeper 

2 

316 

4l 

Carry forward 

84 

*3> 2 74 

O 
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Per cent. 

R;*-d. 

Slir. 


Brought over 

84 

I 3> 2 74 

O 

lo ditto garruon purveyor 

2 

316 

4? 

To ditto 

fecretary of the council of 





polity 

2 

316 

4i 

To the book-keeper, refident of Bouro 

% 

3 l( > 

4 i 

To ditto 

cafhier 

2 

316 

4 i 

To ditto 

refident of Manipa 

l 

158 

ai 

To ditto 

fecretary of the council of 





i 

i 

. ® 
u 

£ 

I 

158 

2 r 

To ditto 

writer of the commercial 





ledger 

I 

158 

2* 

To ditto 

ditto of the military ledger 

1 

158 

2f 

To the comptroller of equipment 

2 

316 

4« 

To four lieutenants and eleven enfigns, together 

2 

316 

45 



roo Rix-d. 

* 5*805 

OO] 


This method certainly gives a confiderable fupport to the ftiperior fervants of the 
Company, and it is not at the charge of the Company, for it is the natives who pay it, 
and who are, at the fame time, as it is faid, well fatisfied with it j for they were 
formerly fo much defrauded in the weights of the cloves they furni/hed by the chiefs 
of the feveral factories, that it is beyond belief, without the Company deriving any 
advantage from it; wherefore the fupreme government, not knowing how to do other- 
wife to prevent the extortion of their fervants, put the matter upon the prefent footing; 
by which it is fettled, that of every bhar cloves furnifhed by the natives, only eighty 
fhall be delivered to the Company, while the other twenty are to form the perquifites 
of their fervants, who, however, are obliged to fell their cloves to the Company at the 
fame price paid to the natives. In addition to this, the council of juftice and the fifcal 
are flriftly enjoined to watch againft all injuflice or fraud on the receipt and weighing 
of the cloves coHefted, in order that any infraftion of their regulations in this refpeft 
may meet with an exemplary punifliment. 

The council of juftice confifts of the fecond, as prefident, and fix members, who 
generally affemble every fortnight, in a lower apartment of the ftadhoufe, or town-hall. 
All civil and criminal caufes are decided here ; but in the former, an appeal can be 
made to the council of juftice at Batavia, and the execution of fentences in the latter 
may be fufpended by the governor; yet if he approve them, whether they condemn 
the culprit to death, or to other corporal punifliment, they are carried into execution ; 
excepting, however, when the delinquent has the rank of merchant, and he is then fent 
up to Batavia, with the papers relative to the profecution, and copy of his fentence; 
as is equally the cafe in all the other out-faftories. 

Although by an exprefs command of the fupreme government, the governor here 
may not intermeddle in any matters which come under the cognizance of the council of 
juftice, farther than to approve or fufpend their fentences in criminal cafes, yet fome of 
them arrogate to themfelves fo much power in this refpeft, that, in the. fame manner as 
in the council of polity, they force a confirmation to their will, or bid open defiance 
to juftice and honefty, if the members of the council refufe to abet their iniquity. 

How much foever juftice may be adminiftered here with feverity towards the infeior 
daffes it is a lamentable circumftance, and as worthy of abhorrence as it is notorious, 

that 
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that the grealeft and moft foameful crimes of perfons of high rank} or of favourites, 
remain unnoticed and unpuni filed, I fhall adduce one inftance of this rank abufe of 
authority, from which a judgment refpedtmg others may be formed. 

The chief of a certain fadory upon one of the adjacent iflands, having for fome time 
beheld, with eyes of defire, a young girl, fcarcely fourteen years of age, and remarkably 
beautiful, who had been adopted by a perfon at Amboy na, and brought up in his own 
houfe, gave him and his family an invitation to pay him a vifit. The man accepted it 
with confidence and pleafure, and went thither with his wife, his daughter, and this 
girl. When, in the evening, the guefts retired to reft, it was^ fo arranged by their 
hoft, that the object of his licentious purfuit was conduced to a bed in a diftant and 
folkary apartment; there being, as it was pretended, no beds, or room, in or near 
thofe occupied by her friends. 

In the dead of the night, when all but the wakeful eyes of luft were clofed in deep 
repofe, this wretch ftole to the apartment of the innocent maid, whom he had thus 
inveigled into his fnares, and completed his long-concerted fcheme of villany, by the 
in oil brutal violation of her charms. The poor viftim of his lull was found the next 
morning bathed in tears ; and fcarcely knowing that ftie was undone, related the whole 
exaftly as it happened. The perpetrator of this deed of violence moft ftrenuoufiy 
denied the accufation, but he pretended that he very well knew who was the ravifher; 
it was, he laid, one of his Haves, an Amboynefe, who had frequently before made ufe 
of his mafteris name to attain his purpofe, and cover his enormities. Neither the ftrong 
denial of the Have, nor the moft folemn affeverations of the girlj that the niafter, and 
no one elfe, had perpetrated the bafe adlion of the night, could ought avail: the monftcr 
added murder to rape ; and the wretched flave was tied up and ivhipped fo unmercifully 
and inceffantly that he expired in a few minutes. 

As this man was a gentleman of rank, and one of the particular minions of the 
governor, the matter was never enquired into, and all reports concerning it were 
finothered as much as poffible. 

A kind of provincial court is like wife eftabiifhed here, confifting in part of the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants, and in part of the heads of fome negrees, of whom the rajahs of 
Nouffanivel and Soya are the firft,' and follow in rank upon the members of the 
council of polity. 

The governor likewife convokes from time to time an aflembly of the native chiefs, 
in which he makes fuch orders public as he may have received from the government 
at Batavia, or which he may think neceffary, and commands them to fee them executed ; 
for example, when a certain number of clove-trees are to be planted or deftroyed, and 
other fimilar matters. 

Befides thefe, there are an orphan-chamber, a court of aflignees for bankrupt or 
Inteftate eftates, a board of controul over marriages, and a court of common pleas. 

The number of clergymen belonging to this government is, I believe, when com¬ 
plete, fix viz. four at the chief fettlement and fort of New Victoria, one at Hila, 
and one at Sapoura; but when I was there, there was but one, the others being gone 
on a church-vifitation to Banda, and the fouth-weftern iflands belonging to that 
government. 

He that remained had been for a long time a journeyman bricklayer in the province 
of Gelderland; but his trade not fucceeding to his liking, he went out in the year 

* On looking into the memorial of Governor MofTel, refpe&ing the general ft ate of India, of the 30 th 
November J 753? ^ perceive that the number of clergymen in the province of Amboy a a, was then fettled 
at three, S ■ 
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1769, as krankbezoeker * to India; and, together with feveral others, he was lent 
back to Holland at the expence of Governor Vander Parra, to be fitted for taking 
orders, and he had returned the preceding year as a qualified divine, and had Shortly 
afterwards been lent to Amboyna, where there was little likelihood of his evangelical 
million being remarkably exemplary or fuccefsful. 

As this perfon did not under ft and the Malay language, and had alfo very little in¬ 
clination to attain it, the divine fervice at prelent adminiftered in the Malay church, 
was confined to the reading of a fermon written in that language, which was effected 
by a krankbezoeker, who performed the office of clerk, and who was, as the above- 
mentioned clergyman was plea fed to fay, when he had been fcarcely a day or two at 
Amboyna, the only religious man on the ifland. However uncharitabLe and ralh the 
expreflion of this opinion was, it is, however, a fa£t, that I met with very few people 
here who had a tolerable knowledge of the doftrines of the reformed religion, or even 
of the moral duties prefcribed by it. 

There is a very confiderable number of nominal Chriftians, and who have received 
baptifin, as well on the peninfulas of Leytimor, as at other places. By an annotation 
in a resolution of the council of polity at Amboyna, of the nth of March 1774, it 
appeared, that the Reverend Mr. Van Einbrug found, on a church-vifitation (which he 
had, however, by fonie obftacles been prevented from completing), in a part only of 
the places belonging to this government, the number of twenty-one thoufand one 
hundred and twenty-four nominal Chriftians, but only eight hundred and forty-three 
church members. 

The fuperftitious refpeft which thefe nominal Chriftians pay to our clergymen, and 
a few outw'ard iigns of religion, are the principal marks by which they are diftinguiihed 
from the reft of their countrymen. 

Befides the regular clergy there are kranbezoekers, and Iikewife flationary and 
itinerant fchool-mafters, who are all paid by the Company, and inftrutt the children of 
the Amboynefe in reading, writing, and pfalmody, for which purpofe a fchool is efta- 
blifhed in every negree, to which each inhabitant fends his children free of expence. 


CHAP. XIX. — The Europeans at Amboyna ; — Their Mode of living. — The Women. 

— Drefs. — Sedan-chairs.—Account of the Town; •— Streets; —Churches -_ 

Stadhoufe , or Town-hall; — Bofpital; — Houfes . — Springs ; — Rivers. — Garden 
of the Governor. — Fortrefs of New Victoria ; — Its Advantages and Defers. _ Na¬ 

tural Strength of the Bay. Propofctls for new Fortifications. — Other little Forts in 
this Province. Buildings in the Cajlk, not yet completed. — Expence of the Predion 
of the Fort , &c. . 


THE number of Europeans, at leaft of thofe who have any quality in the fervice of 
the Company, is fo fmall, that-little can in general be faid with refpetl to any peculiar 
mode of living they may obferve. One thing, however, is immediately an obfeH of 
remark to {hangers, and that is, that in the forenoon more ftrong liquor is drank 
either arrack or geneva, than at Batavia, or in the weft of India, though at Macaffer 
it is aimoft the fame j ten or twelve drams is not an uncommon whet in a niornincr nr 
Amboyna ; and on felting down to dinner, a glafs of fpirits is the firft thing; preferred 
to the guefts to ftrengthen the ftomach, and raife an appetite. 6 1 


* Krankbezoeker is perFeftly fynommous with zlekent.ootter, for an explanation of wktrh r n 
no<e to page 515 ot the firft volume ; the former in literally “avifitor of the fick » ? ' mn „ fee . the 

** /Comforter ol the lick.” Tr. ^ as ziekentroofter is a 

8 
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I found little pleafure or fociability here ; which, 1 was told* was to be afcribed to 
the late governor, whole diftruftfuU temper made him look upon ail focial meetings 
with jealoufy ; this did not feem improbable to me, as I found that a fliort time before 
he left the ifland, and when he was not an object of apprehenfion or hope, as before, 
both focial intercourfe and innocent gaiety became daily more prevalent, which 
afforded much fatisfa£Hon to the new governor. 

The common Europeans, both foldiers and mechanics, have very little opportunity 
of earning any money here, and jheir pay affords them little elfe than fago, and at moft 
rice, with a little filh, for food, and water, fagwire, or arrack, for drink, The foldiers 
make a very fliabby appearance; their uniform is made of blue linen, and hangs in 
tatters about them, without fhoes or ftockings, excepting, indeed, the body-guards of 
the governor; they attend the parade bare-footed, and are badly difciplined ; to this 
picture may be added, an unhealthy, dropfical, and feeble habit of body, occafioned by 
the immoderate ufe of fagwire, to which, too, is attributed the circumftance of their 
all having fwoln and ulcerated legs ; though this latter complaint is as rife among the 
failors and mechanics as among the military t their number is never complete, not* 
withftanding the fupplies that are fent every year from Batavia, 

There are very few women here born of European fathers and mothers ; but there 
are a great number of a mixed race, as many Europeans take Indian women for concu¬ 
bines, whole children are afterwards legitimated, and incorporated into the European 
nation 

Married women live here very retired ; they do not often mix in company with the 
men, and ftill more feldom enter into converfation with them ; every thing that is 
addreffed to them is anfwered by a Angle affirmative or negative- I was told, that 
being always accuftomed to fpeak the Malay tongue, they felt awkward, and were 
apprehenfive of exprefling themfelves wrong in the Dutch; yet I obferved the fame 
referve, and want of power to carry on a converfation when they were fpeaking in the 
Malay language, as when they were addreffed in Dutch- Society is, then, here divided 
into male and female, by which, in my opinion, all company is rendered dull, formal 
and difagreeable. - 

The drefs of the ladies is like that of thofe at Batavia- The men drefs in the Euro* 
pean ftdhion, with this peculiarity however, that the greateft contrail in colours is fought 
after, for inftance, blue filk breeches, with fcariet waiftcoat, and black or dark brown 
coats, and vice verfa . 

No carriages are feen here j indeed there are no roads fit for them, for the country 
is every where both mountainous and rocky, fo that it can even fear cel y be traverfed on 
horfeback* A fort of fedan-chairs are made ufe of in the room of carriages, with 
which the Amboynefe run up and down the moft dangerous paths in the mountains, 
without there being hardly a Angle example of their letting them fall, or overturn¬ 
ing them- 

The tovtn of Amboyna, if a place without gates or walls may deferve that name, 
lies on the peninfula of Leytimor, at the north-weft fide, about half way between the 
point of Nouffanivel and the pafs of Baguewala, in a floping plain at the foot of the 
mountains of Soya, which furround it behind, and end at the Rooden-berg, or Red 
hill, about two hundred and twenty roods, eaft-north-eaft from the caftle- 

* At Amboyna, the children of European fathers and Indian mothers are called Mixtices, who are of 
an olive complexion * the children of a Mixtice and an European arc called Poeitices; and thofe of a Poef- 
tice and an European are Caitices, who are nearly as fair as Europeans ; after which no diftin£tion is made , 
hut the children proceeding from further unions are reckoned among the Europeans* Tr. 

n n % The 
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The town itfelf, without the adjacent negrees, which may be confidered as fuburbs* 
forms an oblong, irregular fquare, bounded by the Bato gadja, or Elephant’s river, on 
one fide, and the Way tomo on the other. According to the plan of the town made 
and delineated in the year 171S, fince which time no material alterations have been 
made in it, its length is full three hundred roods, from north-eaft to fouth-weft, and its 
breadth full one hundred, from the bay, fou th-eaft ward. 

The interfedtions, called ftreets, crois each other at right angles \ many of them are 
pretty wide, but none of them are paved. - 

Of the public buildings, the Dutch and Malay churches were both much damaged 
and nearly deftroyed by the violent earthquake of the year 1755 ; the former in fo far, 
that it was forced to be wholly pulled down, in order to be entirely rebuilt: in this 
work, however, little progrefs had been made, when I was there, and fervice was, 
in the mean time, performed under a fhed, built of gabbe-gabbas, and covered with 
atap: the Malay church was fplit in fuch a manner from top to bottom, that for many 
years it has not been feafible to perform any fervice in it, which is now done on Sun¬ 
day afternoon in the fhed appointed to ferve as a fubftitute for the Dutch church. 

The fladhoufe, or town-hali is likewife an old and ruinous building; behind it is a 
large fquare area, round which are many little apartments, which ferve for places of 
confinement for prifoners. 

The bofpital ftands juft out of the town, on the other fide of the Way tomo. It 
was entirely rebuilt a few years ago. Near it is a houfe appointed for the refidence 
of the fuperintendant of the hofpital. This hofpital is one of the beft, and fittelf for 
the purpofe, belonging to our Company, which I have feen in India : the building is a 
very good one, the fick are well treated in it \ and by the excellent attention of the 
prefent fuperintendant, Mr. Heogeveld, they are kept extremely clean and neat. 

The houfe of the governor, which was formerly the Company’s cloth warehoufe, 
and is fiill known by that name in their books, has not much to recommend it % its 
appearance is mean, and there are few, and thofe very indifferent, rooms in it. 

The houfes are, in general, of one (lory, many of them are built of wood, and al- 
moft all are covered with atap ; this mode of building is adopted becaufe of the dread¬ 
ful and frequent earthquakes to which this country is fubjefh The houfes are com¬ 
modious enough, according to the cuftom of die country, but have not a very elegant 
appearance. Inftead of glafs, frames of matted cane are ufed for the fake of air, and 
likewife, I believe, not a little in order to fave expence. Moft of them have little 
gardens, or large fquare yards behind them, in which there is commonly a well of 
very good water. 

Springs are very numerous here ; going only along the (bores of the bay, and fcoop- 
ing, where there is the lead bit of beach, a little hole with one’s hand in the land, it is 
immediately filled with fweet frefh water, and that even fomedmes at no greater dis¬ 
tance than five or fix feet from the fait water. This owes its caufe, in all probability, 
to the nature of the foil, which is every where porous and fandy, and imbibes the rain 
slmoft as foon as it has fallen. I have feen that in moft places, after the moft incefiant 
and violent rains, which lafted three days, and railed torrents of water rufhing through 
the town, there have been no vifible marks left, at the end of only two hours, of its 
having rained at ail: and I was allured that it was exa&fy the fame cafe, when the 
rains continued for three or four weeks, as frequently happened during the bad 
monfoons. & 

The rivers which run along cr through the town, or the adjacent negrees, are the 
Bato gadja, or E.epham s river j the Way tomo, which runs between the town to the 

fouth- 
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fouth-weft, and the negrees Soya and Maxidhika to the north-eaft; the.Way nitoe, 
which divides the negree of Italong in two ; and the Way atlat, which runs between 
this laft and the Moorifh negree. 

The three firft have their fource in the mountains of Soya, and the laft defcends 
chiefly from the Roodenberg. 

I have before obferved that thefe rivers in the good monfoons, or dry feafons, can 
only be looked upon as little rivulets, moiftening but a fmall part of their beds; but 
that in the bad monfoons, or rainy feafons, they fwell up to a confiderable height, and 
run with fuch force and rapidity, upon the rain continuing any time, that they carry 
away all before them, and even the bridges which are built over them. 

Juft above the town, upon the Bato gadja, a garden has been laid out, and a good 
houfe built by Governor Van der Stel, at the expence of the Company, which very 
much refembles that called Vengleegen, which his brother, when governor at the Cape 
of Good Hope, made in Hottentot Holland, alfo at the expence of the Company. 
This is the only garden of confideration that I faw at Amboyna, though there are here 
and there a few others which are called gardens, but which folely confift of a wood of 
fago trees, and a plantation of cocoa-nut trees; that, however, of Hative excepted,, 
which at prefent belongs to the engineer Van Wagner, and which may be called a 
handfome piece of ground for Amboyna. 

As the keeping of the firft-mentioned garden was a confiderable annual expence to the 
Company, the government at Batavia thought fit, in the year 1769,10 transfer the fame 
to the governor for the time being, for a certain fum of money, for which his fucceflbr 
is obliged, in his turn, to take it over: Mr. Van der V- - - paid, if I am not miftaken, 

two thoufand rix-dollars # for it to the Company. 

Near it is a menagerie, in which are kept, among others, fome very beautiful 

fpeckled deer. _ ■ __ _ 

The governors generally refide at this* place, when there is nothing to call for their 
prefence at the town, or when there are no fliips in the bay. 

The chief, if not the only fortrefs which the Company have at Amboyna is the caflle, 
or fort; which, after it was rebuilt, was called New Victoria, as the old fort, called 
Victoria, which had been erefted by the Portuguefe, being an oblong fquare, with four 
baftions, was fo much damaged by the earthquake of the year 1755 ’ ** was thought 

more eligible to build an entire new fort, than to repair the old one. 

It ftands clofe to the water.fide, a little to the weft of the mouth of the Way Nitoe, 
and exactly oppofite to the road, where fhips commonly lie at anchor. 

I took much pains to procure a plan of it, but the ftritt integrity of the prefent acting 
engineer, Mr. H. E. Von Wagner, was proof againft the felicitations of friendfliip, and 
however much in other things he proved both willing and anxious to give me every 
teftimony of his inclination to render me fervice, I could not in this inffance, perfuade 
him to lend me a plan of the fort for ever fo Ihdrt a time, in order to take a copy o. 
ft- I cannot therefore fay any thing refpecting the dimenfions of the works, and mall 
only deferibe the general appearance of the fort. 

Its lhape is very irregular: on the land-fide it has three entire and one demi-baihon, 
which, with their curtains, form part of a regular heptagon j on the water-ude 
there are two baftions, in the curtain between which ftands the water-gate, m. 
the fame manner as the land-gate opens between the two oppofite baftions on t ie. 
land-fide. 


* About 4400I. fterling. Tft. 
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The curtain, or battery, which runs north from the eafternmoft land-bafUon, is met 
by a fimilar one coming from the eaftemmolt fea baftion, making an obtufe angle 
of between ninety and one hundred degrees, fo that the line of defence of the eaftern- 
moft land-baft ion runs exactly upon this angle; and the flanks of ihefe baftions are 
therefore without defence, which is an unpardonable fault in the fir ft conft ruction of 
the fort, as the nature of the ground did not require this irregular mode ol fortification : 
Mr, Von Wagner intended to remedy this fault, as much as poflible, by making a 
detached baftion before the angle made by the two batteries, by which thefe two flanks 
would be defended. 

From the demi-baftion on the weft fide, a battery runs northward, and being met 
by another coming from the wefternmoft fea-baftion, they form together an inverted 
obtufe angle* 

The fea-baftionSj which are liable to be attacked by the greateft force, are carried 
up fomewhat higher, and are rather larger than the others; they are covered with 
bonnets in the middle of their faces, in order to be the better provided againft an 
enfilade, 

A horn-work extends before thefe baftions, and covers the curtain between them ; 
its projefting angles command the fliore both above and below the caflle, by which a 
landing any where near it is rendered very difficult, if not impoflible. 

All thefe works are built of brick, for which purpofe many brick-kilns have been 
erefted here, where very good bricks are made* 

They were then about making a covered -way, to begin from the flank of the weflem 
fea-baftion, and to run round the fortrefs to the other fide of the eaflern fea-baftion* 

The whole is encircled by a wet ditch, which is the fame that formerly run round 
the outworks of the old fort* 

This is certainly the beft fortification belonging to the Company, that I have feen, 
in India* Yet it is by no means favourably fituated on account of the near neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Roodenberg, and the lownefs of its feite, by which, in my opinion, 
it would not be able to make any long or effectual refiflance, if the enemy were once 
landed, and could get their artillery on fliore, fo as to ere£t batteries on the furround¬ 
ing heights* 1 _ . r * * 

The fame deleft occurs like wife on the fide that looks towards the bay ; for imps, 
if properly moored, can enfilade moft of the lines of defence at high watei ; the water 
riling here in fpring tides full ten feet; and the horn-work, which is full one-half 
lower than the main body of the place, is conlequently ftill more expo fed* 

I purpofely add the fuppofition that the fhips be properly moored ; for the greateft 
ftrength of the place refts upon the impracticability of bringing fhips to attack it in 
a proper fituation. As there is no anchoring ground except clofe to the fhore, the 
fhips are expofed to the fire of forty or fifty pieces of heavy artillery long before tney 
are able to let go their anchors, and 'p ut fprings upon their cables, in order to haul 
the veffels round ; and all this is not fo eafily done under fuch a fire, if the artillery 
upon the batteries be but well ferved* 

The nature of the bay too, the prevailing winds which blow here, and the calms 
which are not unfrequent, together with the ftrong currents fetting continually in and 
out of the bay, are formidable obllacles to prevent fhips from forming their attack 
whilft under fail, and much more from making good a landing here ; for which veafon 
a landing mull be attempted at a more convenient place, which might perhaps be found, 
either in the bight near Hamahoefe, ar in the Fortuguefe bay* 
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And although the old fort of Victoria is not to be compared in point of ftrength 
to the prefent one, I do not believe that our people would ever have fbcceeded in the 
year 1605, in getting pcffeffion of Amboyna, or rather of the peninfula of Leytimor, 
attacking it at leaft as they did at this place, had the Portugufe defended this fettle- 
meet with the fame bravery as they did their other poffeffiuns, and not given it up in 
fo cowardly a manner* 

There is another great defe£t, at lead it appeared in that light to me, namely, the 
great extent of the fort. It is fo large, that if all the works were to be properly man¬ 
ned, all the military ro be found here would fcarcely be fufficient to defend one half 
of them* Moreover, no lefs than a hundred pieces of cannon are requifite to provide 
all the batteries as they ought to be, and there are no more than fifty or fixty can¬ 
noneers in the whole province* 

In order to fortify the bay ftill more, the engineer, Von Wagner, has propofed to 
erefl: two new batteries, viz, one a fhort mile fouth-weft of Victoria, at the mouth of 
the Elephant's river, to command the part of the bay called the Vryman’s, or Free 
Merchant's Road, and to be able to rake the fliips which may lie to the weftward of 
the caftle; and another upon the point of the Laha, for which all fliips coming up 
the bay mult fteer in a ftraight direction, in order to keep clofe in with the windward 
fliore ^ which propofal has met with the approbation of the fupreme government at 
Batavia* 

Perhaps another battery near or upon the point of Alang, would be of dill greater 
utility ; for fhips entering the bay mu ft equally fteer ftraight for and very clofe along 
it, in order not to be in danger of being driven to leeward of the bay by the 
currents, 

1 did not fee any of the other little forts which the Company have at Hila, Sapoura, 
Harouko, and JLarikej but according to the information I received refpedling them, 
they are of little confequence, and at moft ftrong enough to keep the natives in 


awe 


The buildings within the fort of New Victoria are not yet all fmifhedj there are, 
however, already two powder magazines, the rice and fpice warehouses, the naval 
ftorehoufe, the provifion-warehouie, the dwelling-houfe of the comptroller of equip¬ 
ment, and the guard-houfe at the land-gate \ but no beginning has yet been made with 
the government-houfe, or the dwellings for the fenior merchant, and the captain-com¬ 
mandant of the military ; the water-gate is likewife not entirely completed* 

Mr* Van der V-told me, that the erection of this fortress had already coft the 

Company two million of gilders |: but the engineer Von Wagner ftated the expence 
of it confiderably lower, 

* The other forts In this province are : upon the ifbnd of Amboyna, Fort Amflei'dam, which mounts 
fifteen guns, at Hila; Fort Rotterdam, at Larike ; the redoubt Middle burg, at the pafs of Bagtiewalaj; 
and a fundi triangular fort near Oerien, called Fhiflime; r upon Bouro, the palifadoed fort Defence, mount¬ 
ing fourteen iron guns: upon Manipa s the redoubt Wantrouw, or Diftruif, of the fame force ; upon Ffce-* 
wamoehil, Fort Harden berg at Cambello, and Fort Overburg at Lochoe ; upon Nouffalaut, a imall redoubt 
of four guns, called Beverwyck: upon Idonimoa, the redoubt Velfeti, having five guns, at the point of 
Tetawaroe; the redoubt Delft, of fix guns, at Porto, and Fort DuurElecJe at Sapoura ; and upon Oraa, 
Fort Zedandia at Harouko. The capture of Amboyna and Banda by the Fnglifh* will afford opportu¬ 
nities to us of becoming fully acquainted with every particular refpe£ting thofe remote but valuable and 
int erefting fettle merits, It is to be hoped that fome of the gentlemen of the navy or army who went 
upon that expedition, will Favour the public with an account of thefe acqui fit ions; men of genius and ob* 
fervatlon are not wanting either among our naval or military officers, and a narrative of the expedition 
alluded to, may not only be faid to be d^fired, but alfo to be expected, from fome of them, 1 x, 
t About i8i,aool, Acrliug, Ta* 

Co Air* 
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CHAP. XX. — The Clove Trade ; — Endeavours of the Dutch to retain it exclufively to 
themfelves ;—Attempts of the Englijh to participate in it, — Garrifom and Ejlablijh* 
merit at Amboy na, — Profits and Charges of this Province, — Reflections on the Clove 
Trade ; —Large Stock of Cloves ; — Endeavoured to be diminijhed by Extirpations , 
and by burning great Quantities, — The Hongitogt 7 or yearly Expediion of the Cover not 
round Ceram y &c, — Earthquake at Amboy na. 

THE chief, if not the foie advantage derived to the Company from the paffeffiou 
of Amboyna and its dependencies, is the collection of cloves, and the maftery of this 
article to the exclufion. of all other nations, by which they are enabled at pleafure 

to raife or lower the price. # t 

This gave rife, at an early period after the conqueft of the ifland, to much jealoufy 
and animofity between the Dutch and the Englifh; and thefe difputes did not termi¬ 
nate with the expulfion of the latter from the illand, but were made a pretence many 
years afterwards for declaring war again ft the republic : they were not finally fettled 
till the conclufion of the peace of Breda, in the year 1667. 

The Company would not, however, ever have fucceeded in fecuring to themfelves 
the exclufive trade in this fpice, which is fpontaneoufly produced in all the adjacent 
Molucca iHands, had they not endeavoured wholly to transfer and confine the cultiva¬ 
tion of it to Amboyna; partly by fubduing the princes of thofe iflands by force of 
arms, and preferring to them fuch conditions of peace as they found convenient:, the 
principal of which had relation to the clove-trade, efpecially with refpedt to the Kings 
of Ternate, Tidore, Machian, and Bachian, compelling them not to fell any of the 
cloves produced in their dominions to any other nation; and partly by forcing them, 
about the middle of the laft century, to deftroy all the clove-trees which grew in their 
territories, for which they were to receive an equivalent in money. 

In the fame manner the Company have entered into a contract with the King of 
Bouton, to whofe dominion many places belong which yield f pices, that he fhall not 
only allow the extirpator, whom they difpatch every year on an expedition through the 
iflands, to perform the fervice on which he is fent, but fliali alfo afford him every 
affifiance in doing it. 

Yet, notwithftanding all this, and how far foever they may be able to extend their 
extirpations in the circumjacent countries, they will never be able wholly to prevent 
other nations from procuring fpices without their intermediation. There are too many 
iflands, and too widely difperfed, that produce thefe commodities, of w r hich neither 
they nor their allies are in poffeflion, or poffibly can be, without entirely ex ha 11 fling 
themfelves by the erection of numerous fortreffes, which are indifpenfably neceflary, 
if all intercourfe with foreign nations mufl be prevented*. 

Thus 

* However affidtious the Diuch are in the definition of fpice-trees, they never have or can fucceed 
in extirpating; them all. It h only in places of eafy accefs, and near the fta, that they are generally cut 
down, but they grow abundantly in many retired fpots oF the large and woody ifland of Gilolo, in the re- 
ceffes of Ceram, upon Ouby, Myfoi, in the forefts of Bachian, as well as upon Cadoepan, and many other 
iflands, where they are maceffible to the defiru£Hve ax of the extirpator; and what is actually dcilroycd^ 
is not, perhaps, the hundredth part of the trees producing the precious fpices. The parties fent out on 
fuch bufinefs generally confifi of a military officer* or fome civil fervant belonging to the Dutch, with three 
or four European attendants, and perhaps twenty or thirty Bugguefs foldiers, with their officer. They 
generally make it a party of pkafure; and the Bugguefs officer (while the chiefis regaling himfelf in the 

heat 
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Thus the Englifh formed a fcttlement fome years ago upon the ifland Xullock, 
lying north of the Moluccas; but as the indifferent quality of the foil, and other cir- 
cumftances, did not anfwer their purpofes in forming fuch an eftablifhment, they 
changed it for Balambangan, an illand on the north-eaft coaft of Borneo, in order to 
lay the foundation there for a place of trade, whither the clandeftine dealers in fpice 
might bring their goods, and thus furnifh our rivals with the articles out of which we 
endeavour to keep them. 

The garrifons which the Company keep in this province, were fixed, in the year 
*75 2 1 at nine hundred men, including the Teamen and the pennifts. His Excellency, 
Governor Model, fays, in his further memorial, written in the year 17^3, that 
this number is fufficient, fince Amboyna has nothing to fear from an European 
enemy* *. 

By that memorial, the profits which accrue annually to the Company upon the fale 
of goods, are eftimated at forty thoufand gilders; the proceeds of the rent of lands, 
excife duties, a duty of five per cent, upon the fale of real property, the ftainp duties, 
and the produce of the permits granted for the importation and exportation of private 
merchandize, are computed to be thirty thoufand gilders; and all the receiprs are, 
confequently, taken at feventy thoufand gilders ; which font, by a further memorial 
of economyj was reduced to fixty-fix thoufand gilders: and even this latter fum is not 
now drawn from thofe obje&s ; fixty or feventy bales of coarfe piece-goods, which are 
annually difpofed of here at an advance of from feventy to eighty per cent., the good 
vent whereof likewife depends much upon the fuccefs or failure of the crop of cloves, 
do not fuffice, with the other revenues, to make up that amount. 

According to the abovementioned memorial of Governor Moflel, the annual charges 
of this government ought not to exceed one hundred and eighty-five thoufand gilders, 
in order that the defalcation on the four eaftern provinces fhould not be more than 
four hundred thoufand gilders a year j but, by the lateft memorial, the charges of Am¬ 
boyna were dated at y 176,518. 0.0; and, in the five laft years, they have averaged 
yearly ^265,549, 10. 11, "fo that they actually amount to ^89,031. 10. 11 every 
year more than Model dated them at f. 

Thefe 


Iteat of the day) lets off to the woods with fome of Ins men, where he executes his commifiion juft as it 
fuits his convenience; taking care to bring back plenty of branches, to fbew lus afuduity, when, perhaps, 
they are all from one tree. Sometimes a feijeant at an butpoft, to get into favour with liis chief, fends an 
account of his having difeovered, on a certain fpot, a pared of fpice-trees, with news, perhaps, at the 
fame time, that lie hasdellroyed them all: poffibly the chief's domeltic might inform him of many more 
fuch fpots at hand, but they are too wife to fay much on fo delicate a fubjett. Tr. 

* In 1776-1777, the whole ettabliihmert at Amboyna confided of fifty-two in civil employments, three 
clergymen, twenty-eight furgeons and affiftants, forty-fix belonging to the artillery, 174 feamen and 
marines, 657 foldiers, and in mechanics, in all 1071 Europeans j befides fifty-nine natives in the Com¬ 
pany’s fervice. Tr. 

+ The calculations of General Model of the revenues and charges of the feveral eftablifliments of the 
Dutch Eall-India Company, are always particularly mentioned in this work, and con era lied with the 
aftual amounts of each in the year 1779 (that is, from the ift of September. J77R, to the 3id of 
Augull, I 779 )r Aat year being in the books of the Company one which they call het boekjaar, or year 
in vvbich a general review is taken of all their concerns, as is done every ten years; becanfe the calculation 
of that gentleman have not only formed the bafis upon which the revenues and charges of each fcttlement, 
as dated in the famous “ Hilloire Philofophique et Politique,” of Abbe Raynal. have been computed, 
but nave alio obtained a great and almoll decifive authority in eftablifhmg the advantages or difad vantages 
reaped by the £)utch from their Indian pofTeffions, In the cotirfe of this work they frequently appear to 
be coniiderably different from the a&uai amount of the receipts and expenditure, and are, in fatt, rather 
xu o o calculations 
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r l nefb. as well sis the charges of the government of Macafier and Ternate, muff be 
defrayed out of the profits upon the cloves, nutmegs, and mace, which mu ft, like wife, 
contribute towards making good the exponces of the Company at Batavia and at 
home ; but can any favourable expectations of future advantage be entertained on this 
head, when we confider the great decreafe which is experienced in the fale of the firft 
named (pice? Three millions of pounds remaining ftill it) the warehoufes at Batavia, 
of which no more than one-fifteenth part can be annually difpofed of in the Indies, 
together with a (lock on hand in Holland, large enough to fupply the eonfumption of 
Europe for the fpace of ten years, and the quantities of cloves that from time to time 
are committed to the flames by the Company, in order to leffen their fuperabundant 
flock, form proofs enough of the decreafe of the clove-trade, and do not require further 
animadverfion than the bare mention of them 


calculations of what ihefe ought to he, than what they realty are. In 1779, the charges of Amboyna were 
C201.082 ; and the whole of the revenues, including the profits upon the fale of goods (live percent on 
the fate being allowed to the governor and fecund, two-thirds to the former, and one-third to the latter}» 
amounted to no more than47, leaving a balance agaiaft the Company of /152,33s* or about 
*3*850!. flerltng. Tr. 

# Every clove-tree is calculated to produce annually, upon an average, two, or two and a half pounds or 
cloves, fo that the yearly crop is at lea ft one million pounds per annum from the 500,0,0 dove-trees allowed 
to be cultivated ; much larger crops are frequently made, though in fome years they fall materially (hurt, 
and yield but a trifling quantity. One of the hrgeft Tales of cloves made in Holland, was in the year 1714, 
when 455,427 pounds were fold ; in 1758, no more than 200,0co pounds were fold ; in 1778, 234,271 
pounds { and m 1788, 400,000 pounds ; and about 150,000, or 200,000 pounds are annually difpofed of 
in the Indies* The quantities of doves always remaining over in the hands of the Company notwithftanding 
their continual extirpations, mull* therefore, be immenfe ; they endeavour to moderate this fuperfluity by 
burning large quantities of fpices from time to time ; Sir \A illiam Temple fays, in his Obfervations upon 
Holland, that a Dutchman, who bad been at the Spice-iflands, told him, that he faw at one time, three 
heaps of nutmegs burnt, each of which was more than an ordinary church could hold; in 17 60, M Beau- 
marc faw at Amlterdam, near the admiralty, a fire of fpices, the fuel of which was valued at 1 000,coo of 
livres, and as much was to be burnt on the day following ; the tranflator oF this work has himfdf been 
witnefs 10 the burning of large quantities of cloves, nutmegs, and cinnamon, upon the little ifland of New- 
land, near Middleburgh, in Zealand, the aromatic feent whereof perfumed the air for many mites around. 
Although the Dutch have thus, by all the means in their power, endeavoured to counteract the indulgent 
bounty of heaven, they have not, in any in fiance attained their object; for, exclufive of the impoffibilky 
of preventing the fpontancons production of fprccs in the extenfive woods of hundreds of iHands, of 
which they Scarcely know the names or fmtation, and the conllant clandeftme trade carried on in fpices, 
by the Papuas Cerammers, Bougincfe, and Chinefe, the eonfumption of, and demands fut cloves have fo 
much decreafed, that the monopoly k no more worth the expences of retaining it exclufiveiy : and in regard 
to nutmegs, they have been the dupes of their own avarice ; for, confining as much as pofkble, the cul¬ 
tivation of that fpice to the iflands of Banda, it was nearly annihilated there in the year 1778, by a violent 
hurricane and earthquake, and few fuppHes of confideration have been obtained for federal years afterwards. 
When Admiral Rainer took pofirfiion of Amboyna, in i 796 he found in the treafury, 8z,ii2 rix-dqllars, 
and in (lore 51 of cloves. The importations into England* by the Eaft-Indta Company* fmcc 

the capture of the Spice-iflands, till the prefeat time (Oflober 1798), Have been as follows: 
cloves, 817,312 pounds, 
nutmegs, 95,732 do* 
mace, 46,73c do* 

beEdes confiderable quantities of each in private trade and privilege goods, namely, 

100 cafes J 


4 y calks 
81 cafes 
76 calks 
29 cheils 
7 boxes ") 
12 cafes 
167 bafks 
113 


} 

chills ^ 


cloveSj weighing. 

we fuppofe* about 30,0001b. 

nutmegs* 

do. 

36,000 

mace, 

do". 

240*000 


On 
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On a fuperfictal view, when we are told that every pound of cloves only (lands the 
Company in 4^ (livers, the mace in gl (livers, and the nutmegs about half as cheap 
as the cloves, it fhould feem that the fpicedflands afford an inexh audible fource of 
riches, fince the felling price exceeds the coft in fo uncommon a degree; but if we 
go farther, and confider that thefe three articles of trade mud bear the whole ex¬ 
pence of all the four eaflern provinces, to which muft be added the charges of feven 
or eight (hips, employed in fetching them, it will be found that they, in faft, cod 
very dear *. 

The great fuperfluity of cloves has, indeed, been endeavoured to be prevented by 
diminishing the number of clove-trees, from time to lime, by extirpations ; but by this 
means the Company ruin their Amboynefe fubjefts; and if fortune fliouid ever again 
favour them, and the vent of this article be again as large as heretofore, they 
would find that they were poffeffed of the foil for producing them, but not of clove- 
trees, which require more years to arrive at maturity, than moments to be dedroyed, 

I fhould now have to make fome mention of the hongitogt, or yearly expedition of 
the governor of Amboyna, with a fleet of corrocorros, round Ceram, and the neigh¬ 
bouring iflands, if Valentyn had not fo amply related every particular of it, that I 
can only add, that it did not take place during the time I was at Amboyna, the month 
of Oftober being the period appointed for it f. 

Between 

* See u Secreefe bedenkingen over den waarea ftaat der Nedeilandfche Compa^me^ by J. MofTd, 
SeQions Yn\. and liv, S* 

t The hongi, or fleet of armed corrocorros of Amboyna* was inflituted by Governor Houtman, in the 
beginning of the fe vent cent h century. In the month of Offober, the faired feafon of the year, they 
afFemble in the bay of Amboyna ; all the different rajahs, and orancayos, are then bound to appear with 
corrocorros, in order to accompany the governor in this annual expedition round the iflands under his jurif- 
didtion- It is undertaken for the purpofe of examining into and deciding upon all difputes that may arife 
among the Indians that are fubje< 9 . to the Company ; of preventing and difeovering all illicit trade ; and of 
deftroying fuch fpice*trees as arc found growing it) places where they are not allowed : one chief purpofe, 
however, is, that numbers of the common people, who are obliged, by their tenure, 10 ferve the Company 
during one month in the year, are by this means taken away from the colle&fon of the crop of cloves which 
falls in about this time, and which is, in eonfequence, much leffened for want of hands, it being, as we 
have before feen, a great object of policy in the Company to prevent a too abundant fupply. They are 
obliged to maintain tbcmfelves during this expedition, which iafbfiveor fix weeks* except that the Com¬ 
pany allow each mao one and a half, or two pounds of rice per day ; and to the orangcayos, when they fet 
out, three gallons of arrack, twelve pounds of pork, or beef, and a meafure of rice. This expedition 
has, at different times, been neglefled; but the annual performance of it has been frequently enjoined by 
the government at Batavia, and in particular in the years. 16S0, 1688 and 1693, when the coafts of Ceram 
were greatly infdled by the incurfions of the Papnas, The Hongi-fleet generally confifts of forty, fifty, 
or fixly vefleJs; when complete, it fhould confifl; of fix ty-one corrocorros, viz* 

6 from the ifland of Gma 

3 from thecoattof Ceram, under Oma 

4 from the illand Manipa 

14 from the diflrn£t of Fort Victoria, upon Amboyna 
6 from the pen in fu la of Hi toe 
l from the coaft of Ceram, under Hitoe 
B from the ifland Honimoa 
3 from the ifland NouiTa-iaiit 
B from the ifland Ceram 
3 from the dijftriifl: of Larike 
and 5 from the Ifland of Bouro* 
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Between the iSth and igth of April, we felt here an earthquake, which lafted 
full five minutes- The dull rumbling noife that accompanied it, and the undulating 
motion, feemed to run in a direction from Touch-weft to north-eaft. The thermo¬ 
meters did not undergo any change before, during, or after the fliock. The air 
was clear, and the weather was dead calm- The water in the bay was alfo much 
agitated: my fbip, which tay, at that time, at the pierhead, received a very violent 
fhock, being impelled forwards, and driven hack again, with great force. The north- 
eaft wall of the newly-erected rice-warehoufe in the eaftle was rent by this earth* 


If any village U unable to join the fleet with their appointed corrocorros, oi h is excufcd from thefervice 
by the governor, they mufl burn a kiln of lime for the Company ; and if they wilfully neglect it, they 
are fulje£l to arbitrary punifhment. The governor ufed formerly to carry his flag on the corrocorro of 
the rajah of Nouflanivel, but the rajah of Titaway has now that privilege; this corrocorro is one of four 
gnadjos, or ranks of paddlers, and is provided with tw^ or three handfome apartments for the accomino- 
datiou of the governor, who Is attended by a guard of fifty or fixty foldiers. The fleet is divided into 
three divifions, the firIL being all corrocorros of Chriitian chieia, the fecoud of Mabomcdans, and the third 
par tly of Chriftians and partly of Pagan chiefs. In order to give an idea of the force of lucb a fleet, we 
fubjoin a flatement, from Valentyn, of that which went on the Hong! expedition of the year 1706, under 
Governor Van der Stcl; it confllled of fifty-fix corrocorros, namely, 


Ceurro- 




Seven of four gnadjos, or banks of peddlers (quadriremes). 


Manned with 

Armed with 

Corrocorros. Manned with 

Armed with 
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Other men. 
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Forty-nine pf three gnadjos (triremes). 
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quake in an horizontal direction, juft below where the rafters were inferted that 
fupport the roof, forty feet in length ; and a fuir.mer-houfe made of bamboos, clofely 
covered with fhrubbery, which ftood behind nay hcufe, was thrown down; befides 
which, no damage was found to have been done any where. 

CHAP. XXI. — Departure from Amboyna . — View of the Ifland Amblauw. — Of the 

ijlands of St. Matthew .— Of tbe Toacan-bejfu. — Of Cadoepan. - Of Bouton.—-Of 

Caybyne and L'mard-ijland .— Of Saleyer. — Celebes. — Pajfage of the Budgeroons. — 

The Ijlard Tanakeke. — View of the Tony ns, or Tunny Ijlands .— Of Great Solombo. 

-— Of Madura. — Mandelique. ■— Anchorage off Japara. — Navigation along the. 

Coajl of Java. — Anchorage in the Road of Batavia. — Obfervations refpecling the 

Navigation to Amboyna. — Great Inaccuracy of the Charts. — Strong Currents .— 

Calms. 

AFTER my lb ip had been unladen, and had taken in a new cargo, we left the road ; 
we were the whole of that day and the following night in working down the bay, 
keeping always on the windward fide, which was the fhore of Leytimor, as, on entering, 
it had been that of Hitoe. 

On the gth of June, at funrife, we were abreaft of the Portuguefe bay, and at ten 
o’clock A.M. we were out at fea. 

At funfet we got light of the ifland Amblauw, and on the next morning, of the- 
ifland Bouro, abreaft of us, to north-north-eaft. 

On the nth, in the evening, wefaw the iflandsof St. Matthew, from the maintop, 
and lay-by during the night, on account of our vicinity to the Toucan-beffis. 

In the morning of the next day we again purfued our courle, but made but little- 
fail, as the air was very thick, by the rain, and we had no good view, in order not 
to fall unexpectedly upon the Toucan-beffis; at feven o’clock, however, we fuddenly 
faw them before us, about a league a-h'ead; we inftantly tacked and ftood off, till 
the weather cleared up a little, and till, at eight oclock, we could purfue our voyage 
again. We paffed thofe dangerous iflands, and had liltewife a view of the ifland Ca¬ 
doepan, where it is faid that many cloves are produced y fleering for the eaft point of 
Bouton, which w e doubled about midnight. 

On the 13th, at funfet, we faw the ifland Cabyne and Hagediffen, or Lizard-ifland; 
on the morning of the next day, the ifland Saleyer, and two hours afterwards the 
coaft of Celebes, with the little iflands the Budgeroons lying between them; at ten 
o’clock, A. M. we paffed this narrow ftrait in fafety, running between the fouthern- 
moft and middlemoft of the Budgeroons, at the diftance of one-eighth of a league 
fromfthe former. 

In the afternoon we founded, for the firft time, in thirty-four fathoms, ftiff clay, 
being then abreaft of Boela-comba, about three leagues off fhore. 

Sailing by the lead, during the night, along the coaft of Celebes, we were, on the 
morning of the next day, by the ifland of Tanakeke; whence we fleered our courfe 
fo as to pafs the Laars, or Boot, at a proper place. At noon we faw the Tonyns, 
or Tunny iflands, and at funfet the iflands of Salinas, bearing north, five leagues, 
founding continually with a line of twenty-five fathoms, without flriking ground 
upon the Laars. 

On the 16th we again ftruck foundings, which we afterwards kept. 

On the 17 th we got fight of the ifland Great Solombo, which we found to be of a 
moderate height, and placed too far fouth in the charts, by thirteen minutes, or three 

leagues 
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leagues and a quarter. Hence we fleered, in order to make lhe ifland Madina, of 
which we came in fight the next day at noon. ^ 

On the 20th, at funrife, we pafled Mandelique, and anchored at two o clock, 1 .M* 
in the outer road of Japara, and feuding our boat on lliore tor refrefhmen s, we 
received a plentiful fupply the next day from the worthy refident, Mr. Van der B„*ke ; 
at the fame time I received information that my fhip, Ouwerkerk, was appointed, by 
the government of Batavia, to go a voyage to Surat. . 

Iii the afternoon we faw the point of Pamalang, and the lofty fummit of Mount 

On the 23 d, the hill of Cheribon was abreafl, and the point of Indramaye nearly 
a-head of us; in the afternoon we faw the Boomptjens iflands; and in the evening we 
reckoned that we had pafled the rock upon which the fhip called the Caftle of 

Woerden was loft. t . 

The following day, in the morning, we faw the high trees of Sedary, and at lumet 
we came to an anchor off Murderer’s Point, and in fight of the ifland Edam. 

On the 25th, at eleven o’clock, A. M. we got under fail, and palling between the 
little iflands of Leyden and Enkhuizen, we fleered for the road of Batavia, where 

we call anchor at three o’clock, P. M. . 

Before I go any farther, I think it neceflary to fay fomething refpechng the navi¬ 
gation to Amboyna, as it is defending of much attention, and has always been held a 

very dangerous voyage. _ . 

There are three circumftances which often unite to make it very hazardous, and 
are the chief caufes of the difficulty and peril which are complained of: 

Firft, the bad and inaccurate charts of this paflage, which are made ufe of, and 
which are certainly extremely defective, notwithftanding the governor general, Model, 
alleges, in his further memorial, that at that time (the year ^753) c | iarts had, 
been fo improved, that, for two or three years before, none of the fhips trading to the 
ealt had been loft. 1 am therefore not at all lurprized that, before that time, fhips 
were loft every year, if they were without any other aid than that of fuch deceitful 
guides. If I may judge from the charts which are thus pretended to be improved, 
and which are at prefent given to the fhips that perform that voyage, they mu ft un¬ 
doubtedly have plunged many an intrepid feaman, who had not before ploughed thele 
dangerous feas, into uncertainty and defpair, and have driven him headlong into the 
raidft of unknown and unavoidable dangers. 

The firft and chiefeft requifite of a good fea chart is, that in it the iflands and coafts 
be accurately laid down in their proper latitudes ; and all the charts from Java to 
Amboyna, are glaringly defe&ive in this particular : one ifland is placed too far north, 
another too far fouth ; and this is occafioned by the obfervations, whence thefe cflarts 
have been made, not being exaft. This might be adduced as a difculpation of the 
hydrographer, were it not that the navigators of later times have conftantly noted 
down, and pointed out thefe defeats in the journals of their Amboyna voyages. My 
obfervations agreed with three of them, which I took with me for reference, when 
I went to Amboyna. Yet has not all this fufficed to produce the removal of this 
-hurtful defied. 

The fecond neceflary requifite of a chart is, that the true dire&ion of the coafts, and 
the exact pofi lions of the iflands, arid their bearings with refped to the neareft land, 
be duly and accurately attended to. The defective (late of the charts in quell ion, 
in this particular too, is not a little complained of, and remains equally unretfified, 
although many reports have been made by navigators on the fubje&. And laftly, 

8 that 
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that the refpective diftances be laid down as exaflly as poffible, which has, in thefe 
charts, been totally neglefted; of which glaring defects I have from time to time 
made mention in my journal. 

1 he lecond caufe of the danger and difficulty of the eaftern navigation are the 
currents, which fet with fo much violence between the iflands and along the coafts of 
this archipelago, that if I had not experienced it myfelf, I fhould fcarcely credit the 
account: in addition to this, they have no regular courfe, and fometimes run contrary 
to the wind, and at uncertain times. 

Add to thefe, as a third caufe, the calms which prevail fo much in thefe climates, 
and the dangers which furround navigators in this paffage will be very manifeft; for 
veffels are driven, in dead calm weather, by the violent currents, upon unknown 
fhoals and rocks, fo that the moft experienced feaman is unable, in fuch cafes, to fave 
the ffjrp and cargo entrufted to him. 

It has like wile been obferved, that fuch of the Company’s captains as have per¬ 
formed feveral voyages to the eaftern provinces are, for this reafon, continued in that 
navigation, which is not difadvantageous for the intereft of the Company, but unfor¬ 
tunate for thofe captains, as thefe voyages afford but little profit, and they do not, in 
confequence, feel much attachment for the fervice of the Company, 
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PIGAFETTA’S VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 


THE FIRST VOTAGE ROUND THE WORLD , 

Effe£ted in the Years 1519* l£2o, 1 521, and 1522, 

By the Chevalier FIGAFETTA* on board the Squadron of MAGELLAN; 

WITH 

An Extvaft from the Treatise on Navigation, by the fame Author j fame Observations 
on the Chevalier Martin Re maim* and a Description of his Terrestrial Globe, 
Paris, An IX* (1800*) 


INTRODUCTION, 


By the Etench Tranjlator, the Editor of the Edition in modern Italian, 


I. TN the fifteenth century the Italians poflefled, almoft exclufively, the trade in 
A thofe articles which Afia furnilhes to Europe, efpecially fpices; that is to fay, 
pepper, cinnamon, cloves, ginger, nutmegs, &c. vegetable produftions, formerly as 
now in con Rant demand, lels on account of their agreeable flavour than their intrinfic 
virtues. Thefc aromatics were brought from fome iflands near the equator, either by 
the inhabitants of thofe iflands themfelves, or by their neighbours, to that part of India 
intermediate between the place of growth and Europe, whither the European merchants 
went to purchafe them *. Before the Arabs overran and laid Egypt wafte, commerce 
with India was carried on by the way of the Red Sea, as in the time of the Phoenicians. 
From the fhores of this fea the merchandize was tranfported on the backs of camels 
to the Nile, after vain attempts to form navigable canals between that river and the 
Red Sea. Down the Nile thefe goods were carried in boats to the ports of Egypt 
where they were laden on velfels belonging to Venice, to Genoa, Amalfi, and Kith 
But, when the Arabs, whether in confequence of religious motives, the poliev of 
defpotifm, or that anarchy always favourable to pirates, drove commerce from its chan¬ 
nel by the gulf of Arabia, the merchants of India reforted to the Perfian Gulf and 


* J* ,e Euro P eans were not accufiomcd, at the period adverted to, to fetch the fpices m which they 
traded from any part of India : from that country, either fay the Indians themfelves, or by Perfian me/ 
chants who went to India for the purpofe, thefe valuable commodities were traufported on the backs of 
camels to the Cafpian Sea, and were there put on board vcffels, navigated indifferently by Indians or Per 
fians to be landed, part at the mouth of the Kur, whence overland they were conveyed to the P.laek 
and there received by the Genoefeand Venetians efiablilhed in the Crimea j and part at Aftracan whence W 
the merchants of Novgorod they were conveyed overland to theBaltic,' and Sard*Shut d ove^r 
Europe by the members of the Hanfeatic league connected with the merchants of Novogorod. JLkg. Tr. 

Indian 





pigafetta's voyage round the world. 


189 

Indian Sea* * * § whence, by the Euphrates, and by the Indus and Oxus, the productions of 
India were conveyed to the Ca/pian, or the Black Sea, and thence into the Mediterra¬ 
nean, whither the Italians went to purehafe and tranfport them to all the (bores of 
Europe, and even to the interior of the continent as far as to the frozen regions of 
Mufcovy and Norway where they had their factories 

II. It will readily be inferred that the price of thefe commodities at ilrfh hand, com¬ 
pared with the price at which they were ultimately retailed, muft have been very low \ 
the coft to the confumer bring neceflarily much enhanced by the charge of tranfport 
and the great rifks run, whether in navigating the Red Sea, or in palling the deferis ; 
to which mull be added the profit exadted by the different individuals through whole 
hands they palled. We are informed by one Barthelemi, a Florentine merchant, who, 
towards the clofe of the fifteenth century, had refided the fpace of four-and-twenty 
years in India f, that they paffed through twelve different hands before they reached 
the confumer, and that the ultimate price of them was increafed tenfold from the firft 
coft J; this great increafe however was much aflifted by monopoly. When the anti fecial 
Arabs had perfectly annihilated the commerce of the Red Sea, the Genoefe combined 
with the fehifmatic Emperor of Conftantinople in eftablifhing an exclufive commerce 
by the way of the Black Sea, by Tatary ^Samarcandl, and Perfia 5 and when the Sultan 
of Egypt, after fubduing the Arabs, re-opened £0 trade the channel by the Nile, his 
allies the Venetians fupplanted the Genoefe, and exciufiyely fupplied the nations of 
Europe with the rich merchandize of India ||« Finally, by one means or other, the 
Italians fo perfectly engroffed the trade with India, as to render all other nations of 
Europe their tributaries ; and the price for fpices, towards the middle of the fifteenth § 
century, from another circumfiance, became farther enhanced: at this epoch the 
Moors rendered chemfelves mafters of the iflands which almoft exclufively produce 
the valuable fpices ; and, better acquainted with the value they bore in Europe than 
were the natives, would no longer part with them without an increafe of price 

HI. The 

* This is an error, the diflribiitors of the commodities of India to the north of Europe, (as may he feen 
in Tooke’u View of the Ruffian Empire, ih Coxe’s Northern Tour, in Guthrie’s Travels to the Crimea, 
and in Pallas’s Southern Tour,) at the period of the eftahlifhment of the Venetians at Conftantinople, and 
of the Genoefe at Caffa, as is obferved in the preceding note, were the merchants of Novogord* couriered 
with the Hanfeatic league. Their predeceffors in this lucrative commerce were the Golden Horde, and 
theirs again the Permiaiis, inhabitants of the country wefl: of the Ural mountains y theft people, even earlier 
than the days of the great Alfred, maintained a profitable intercourfe with India, Eng. T a, 

f Rather, perhaps, in Turkey, as Benedetto Dei in his chronicle, (extracts of which arc before the 
writer,) on noticing the different flates with whom the Florentines traded dire£l at this time, does not 
mention India. Benedetto Dei was contemporary with Barthelemi, had been deputed reprefentaUve of 
the Rate of Florence to the Sultan Ottoman, and in Ids chronicle throws great light on the trade of Flo¬ 
rence as well as of Venice at this period, a period fo difaftrous to the Venetians, and at which Florence 
fhone with its greatcfl fpleudor- Eng. Tr, from Della Decima c dclle altre gravizze, della monila, e della 
mercatura degli Fiorentiiii, temo fecondo, Lilhona e Lucca, 1765. 

:jl This alfo is corroborated by the remarks on the map of the world of Behaim, of which I fball fpeak 
in the twelfth paragraph. Fr e ncm Tr . 

[1 Agfiin, this Is not perfectly the fa£l j at the period alluded to, the Genoefe continued to compete 
with the Venetians* as did the Florentines by means of the port of Pifa. The treaty made dk 6 meiffis 
Moharra, anno Egira B94 (an. Chr. 1474-5) between the Florentine nation, by means of their a mb a (Tad or 
Luigi di M* Agnolo della Stufa, and the Sukan of Egypt Kaffim Aboo Elooazcr, the Florentines were 
admitted to trade with Egypt, equally with the Venetians, had protedion affured to fuch as chofe to rehde 
in the country, and were feenred in their rights and privileges in not only the fame, but even a move ample 
degree than the Venetians. Exc. Ta. from Della Decima, &c. before quoted, tomo ftcondo, p. 213- 

§ Fifteenth it fhould he. 

% Hiftonans relate the fa£l of the invafion of the Moluccas by the Moors; and our author himftlf 
adverts to the cireumfiance in the following words, which are literally copied from the manufeript that the 
yoLOix. t* e reader 
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III. The love of gain, and a difpofition to leffen the difficulties and expences inci¬ 
dent on the traffic with India, originated fcheines lor obtaining its merchandize 
direflly from the nrft hand ; thefe fchemes were planned at the epoch ot the regenera- 
tion of literature, that at which the art ot printing, newly difcovered, had already dir- 
fufed through a greater number of hands the knowledge tranfmirtcd to pukenty by 
ancient writers on navigation and the figure of the earth. It became known that 
certain Phoenician navigators, failing from the Red Sea, entered the Mediterranean by 
the Strait of Gibraltar * *; it consequently was conjectured, it would be poflible to tad 
from the Atlantic to the mouth of the Red Sea, and, by purfuing an eastern courts, 
to reach the Spice Iflands. Moreover, it ceafed any longer to be doubted that the 
ancients were acquainted with the Ipherical form of the earth, and the exinence ot our 
antipodes, an opinion which, in the age oF ignorance, was not only confidered to be 
antiphilofophical, but alfo a herefy. Travellers who, treading in the tteps of the Ve¬ 
netian Marco Polo, had traced all the fea-coaft of Afia, affirmed that the earth described 
a curve from eatl to weft ; and the Portuguefe who, in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, had vifited all the lhores of Guinea, by uniting their information to that of the 
navigators of the north of Europe, made evident, from their account of the elevation and 
depreffion of the polar ftar, that the earth, from north to fouth, in a fimilar maimer 
was marked by a curve. From thefe two data it confequently followed that the earth 
was of a fpherical form, and that it would be poffible to make the circuit of it. The 
deduction eorrefponded well with the obfervations of aftrologers, who, not with (landing 
the ridiculous objea by which they were aftuated in their obfervations, that of devining 
the future, had yet much advanced the fcience of aftronomy. Narratives alfo were 
current, though of a vague defcription, of certain failors laid to have been tranlported 
to the iflands between Europe and America, and thence to the new continent then 
unknown. On thefe grounds were built the hope of reaching Malucho (the name 
then given to the Spice Iflands, now termed the Maluccas,) either by coafting along 
the fhores of Africa and afterwards (leering eaft, or by keeping a weftern couri’e acrofs 
the Atlantic Ocean. So little obftacle was expefted to this latter courl'e, that the moft 
celebrated geographers, in their charts, placed only a few iflands between the weftern 
fhores of Europe and Africa and the eaftern coaft of Afia, as will be feen in para¬ 
graph XII. This was indeed an error, but an error very excufable in the geographers 
of that time; for, though the ancients had pretty corre&ly afeertained the circumference 
of the earth f, and had even laid down certain rules to determine the longitude of 

places. 


reader may be qualified to judge of the fiyk of Pigafetta ; and for the fame reafon as often as occafion may 
p refen t kfelf to quote his words the fame plan will be followed’ The words of Pigafetta nir, oQtto for/,i 
clnquanta anntj che queflt mori habitant) in Ma'ueho : primal! habitant} gentiti: p* 20 y ** The Moors have 
inhabited Molucca about fifty years ; before l lit in 11 was peopled by Pagans- 

* Herodotus, 1 . iv* c. 4 ; Strabo, 1 , L j and others enumerated by Eiccioli Geogr* 1 . iiu c* ao* 

French Tr. m 

i Ariftotle (de Ccelo, lib. ii.) fpeaks of it as an eflabllfhed fad* It appears that the mathematicians 
of Egypt meafured a degree in the latitude of Memphis, that is to fay in thirty degrees north, upon their 
determining on the petition and tizeof the pyramids j for each of the licks of the largeft pyramid is 
part of a degree in length s whence it may be fair to conje&ure, that they divided the degree into a thousand 
parts, and gave to each fide of the pyramid the length of T ^ e th parts of a degree* (Venini Dclle Mifurc 
Fra neck* Opufc. Sulti, tom* p* 9H*) French Tr* 

A degree in latitude thirty degrees meafures ^63,724 EngUfh feet, according to the tables of FrokfFor 
Pond, The 500th part of a degree is confequently 727^ EngUfh feet, Now, as will be feen in the notes to 
the relation refpe&ing Egypt of Abd AllatiF, in that portion of this work which comprizes the Travels in 

Africa, 
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places, for want of thefe rules being thoroughly comprehended they were but little 
regarded. To the general ignorance at this time therefore of the dimenfions of the 
earth, and of the longitude of places, is to be afcribed the expectation of reaching in a 
fhort time, by a weflem courfe, thofe illands, the diftance of which from Europe was 
only known towards the eaft and the fouth. 

IV. The mind of Chriftopher Colon was wholly occupied by reflection on this 
matter - this great man, who combined with a theoretic and practical knowledge 
of navigation all the information that could be gathered front preceding navigators, 
and the intrepidity requifite for a grand enterprise, this great man, convinced of the 
fpherical form of the earth, faw no difficulty in eroding lira Atlantic Ocean by means 
of the compafs, with the variation of which, and with the means of correcting it he 
was acquainted * *. lie applied to the Genoefe, who had no other means of reviving 
their commerce, forfliips and means of putting his plan into execution ; but the Ge¬ 
noefe, occupied on trivial fpeculations, and perpetually embroiled by doineflic fa&ions, 
which rendered them now fubjeft to the Kings of France, and at other times to the 
Dukes of Milan,- refilled him affiftance. To the King of Portugal he next made appli¬ 
cation, but ineffectually, as, intent on reaching the Moluccas by doubling the fouthern 
cape of Africa, his proportion was not regarded by this monarch ; at length, after long 
and repeated memorials, the court of Spain refolved on trailing him with fome fliips. 
Still Colon merely touched at the iflands of America (the difcoi er v of that continent 
being referved for his fucceflors), and flattered faimfelf in vain with finding a pallage 
to the weft of Mexico, and by the ilthmus of Panama. 

V. The voyage of Colon engendered difputes between the Spaniards and Portuguefe 
refpecting certain iflands difeovered by them, and ftill more reipe&ing the lands which 
they hoped to difeover in future. The latter, on undertaking their voyages along the 
coaft of Africa, had the forefight to avail themfelves of the general opinion of the 
time, that the fucceffor of St. Peter, as the vicar of Jefus Chrift, had the power of dif- 
pofing of fuch kingdoms as did not pertain to Chriftian potentates. The Popes, 
Martin V. Eugenius IV. and Nicholas V. had already in vetted Portugal with the empire 
of all the countries they had hitherto difeovered on the coaft of Africa. Alexander VI. 
to whom, after the voyage qf Colon, Spain and Portugal preferred at the fame inftant 
their different pretenfions, marked out a line which traverling the two poles, divided 
the terreftrial globe. The ifland Ferro, one of the Canaries, through which palled the 
firft meridian of Ptolemy, was the point through which this line, called the Line of 
Demarcation, ran to either pole. From this line all eaftward was granted by the Pope 
to the Portuguefe, to the Spaniards all they fhould difeover weft. But when the 


Africa, the tides of the great pyramid, according to the French geometricians, meafiire at prefent 71 6 
French feet 6 inches, or 7644 Englilh feet, without the cafing of marble with which it was formerly 
covered ; with that cafing it is computed to have meafured 734 French feet 6 inches, or 782-^. Englijli 
feet. Now, taking the latter meafnrement, the proportion of the fide of the great pyramid to a degree in 
latitude thirty degrees will be near!)' as 1 to 464, and not as 1 to 500. Eng. fa. . 

It is moreover known that Hypparchus, three centuries before the vulgar sera had determined the lati¬ 
tude and longitude of feverai liars ; and that Ptolemy in the fecond century afeertained by his method 
the geographical pofition of fcveral places on the earth with a nicety from which we may infer that they 
were the refult of alltanomical obfervations. Rolertfort. An Hiftorical Difipiifition refpedling Ancient 
India. Sett. II. French. Tk. . . r , 

* Tcrabofchi. Storia delle Lettere Ital. Tomo vi. However, the knowledge of the variation of the 
needle mull at this time have been far from generally diffufed, Jince it was unknown to the pilots or the 
frjuadron of Magellan. (See forward Book II.) 

P P 2 Portuguefe 
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Portuguefe made themfelves matters of the Brazils, and infilled on comprehending 
' this country within the eaft of the line, the line of demarcation was extended thirty 
degrees weftward from the firft meridian oi Ptolemy* 

VI. While Spain in the weft was extending her conquefts, and her chiefs multi¬ 
plying their cruelties and crimes, the Portuguefe, under Vafco de Gama, in 14971 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope*, difcovered in 1455 by Cadambfto a Venetian navi¬ 
gator* They coafted along the eaftern fliores of Africa and the iftands which lie 
between that portion of the world and Afia, and arrived at Calicut, which then was the 
mart for fpices* After wars and battles, as well with the natives as with the Moors, 
who had invaded a confiderable portion of this country ? they extended their voyage to 
the Molucca ifiands; and here, in 1510, they formed an eltablifhment, and engrafted 
almoft an exclullve traffic in pepper and cloves, fpices chiefly exported from thefe 
iflands f* 

VII, The duke of Albuquerque was at this time governor and viceroy of the Portu¬ 
guefe eftabliflimeets in India, and by his genius and intrepidity had rendered abortive 
the machinations of the Venetians, who, being at that time the allies of Soliman the 
Magnificent, exerted all their means to preferve in its channel, by the Red Sea, the 
commerce which the Portuguefe were anxious to tranfport to Lilbon J, la the fuite 
of this viceroy it was that Magellan remained live years in India §, He was a Portu¬ 
guefe gentleman, had cultivated thefciences, but efpecially thofe branches which relate 
to navigation (a ftudy then much in vogue among the nobility of Portugal), and had 
undertaken this voyage that he might make himfelf known at court, and fecure to him- 
felf an employment fuited to his genius* From Calicut he went to Sumatra, where lie 
captured a Have* It does not appear that he extended his voy age to the Moluccas, not- 
withftanding the affertions of Angera, Ramufio, and other writers jj ; for if he had 
proceeded to them he would have known that they are under the equinoctial line, and 
confequently would not have gone in fearch of them to the fourteenth degree of north 
latitude, as he is feen to have done in his chart* From the Indies he returned to 
Lilbon* In the mean time Albuquerque fent to the Moluccas Francis Serano, a friend 
and relation of Magellan, with directions to conftruct a fort there; but this he was 
unable to effect, as, from an infenfate pride, each of the kings of the iflands contended 
for its being built on his own territory; and as Serano himfelf, anxious to fubdue 
them all at once, a&ed rather as a fovereign than a peace-maker, which title he 
aftbmed. In courfe of the work will be feen in what manner he became the viclim of 
his ambition* 

VIII* I am ignorant what pretenftons Magellan may have had to favours from court 5 
but his whole conduct feems to fliew that he was equally intrepid and well informed, 
notwkhftaiiding the affertions of the Jefuit Maffei ^[, who charges him with pofleffing a 

* This cape was laid down in 14^0 by Brother Mauro, camaldule of the convent of Murano near 
Venice* on a map of the world which I faw in 1790, and which, as h laid, is itill there to be feen* 
French Tr, 

t At leaft if credit be due to our author,-who, at page 176, dates his having met, in 1521, with Pedro 
dc Loro fa* and learnt from him, Como Ja Jedhzi anni jlava ne la India , ma .v hi Maine ho ^ e lant'i era no che 
Malucho jloraa difioperto afcofamerite. ft That he had then been hxteen years in India, but ten in the 
Moluccas, as long back as which they had been difcovered, though the difeovery had been kept Tec ret*” 
French Tr* 

J Robertfon* Loco citato, fe£t iv. 

jj Petri Angkrii, Opus Epift. EphL 767. 

jj Hilloire Generate de Voyages, tom, i. p, iz6. Edit, de Paris* 

% Hift. Rcr* Tud. lib. via, 

larger 
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larger fhare of vanity than of real merit; though, if our author be believed, we 
mufl allow his claims to have been exceedingly moderate, fmce they were limited to 
an increafe of pay of nearly fix franks (five (hillings) per month- As, moreover, the 
King of Spain inverted him with the order of St, James of the Sword, and entrurted 
him with the command of a fquadron, there is reafon to believe that, in the lervices 
rendered by him to Portugal, he had exhibited evident proof of valour and (kill. 

IX. During the flay of Magellan in Portugal, as Maffei relates he kept up a con- 
flan t correfpondence with his friend Serano, who invited him to return to India, and 
even to repair to the Moluccas, the diftance of which iflands from Sumatra, an ifland 
well known to him, he pointed out. But if conjecture be allowed, and the tracing of 
caufes from refults, it is not unlikely that Magellan will have complained to Serano of 
the injuftice of the court of Liihon towards him; that Serano, pofiibly menaced by 
the viceroy for not having followed his orders in building the fort, will have offered 
to furrender thefe iflands to Spain; and at the fame time have given information to 
Magellan, acquired from the inhabitants of the moft eaftem iflands, of the poffibility 
of falling in with the cape of the continent difcovered by Colon, of doubling it, or of 
finding feme {trait in that direction ; and this the more from the Portuguefe being at 
that time in pofl'eflion of the Brazils, difcovered in 1500 by Cabral, a country in 
which John Carvajo, of whom Pigafetta frequently fpeaks, had redded for four years, 
and in which John de Solis, while feeking a paffage to the Indies, was affafSnated and 
devoured by cannibals, together with fixty of his crew. 

X. It is not altogether improbable that Magellan was enabled by thefe means to 
obtain fome intelligence refpecting a paffage from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean ; 
but it was by other modes that he became fatisded of the adtuai exigence of this paf- 
fage s as he informed Pigafetta and the companions of his expedition when he found 
himfelf in the ftrait* While ibliciting advancement at the court of Liibon, he paid, 
fuch clofe attention to the fludv of geography and navigation as to render himfelf one 
of the befi geographers and navigators of his timef- In eonfequence of this character 
he was allowed to examine all the charts which had hitherto been colledled, and which 
were preferved with great care in the royal treafury. T.he infant Don Henry, who 
firft planned the undertaking of voyages for the difcovery of new countries, and thofe 
who fucceeded him, had here collected all the fpecuiations on this (object, and all the 
geographical maps they could obtain, by means of thofe geographers, navigators, and 
aftronomers who, in hopes of reward, came to tender their works at Liibon. In tins 
treafury it was that Magellan found a chart of Martin of Bohemia, on which the /trait 
wH marked which communicates with the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean. 

XI. In order to be convinced that Magellan really fought this paffage in eonfequence. 
of feeing it marked on the chart of Martin of Bohemia, one need only read what Piga¬ 
fetta fays on this fubject, whole words are here exa£tly copied from the nianufeript in 
our poffeffion J. It is Angular this fact fhould be denied, as it might have been found 
in the extract from Pigafetta, publifhed in French by Fabre, and in Italian by Ramufio ; 
but it is dill more lingular that this fa£t, fo honourable for Martin of Bohemia, or 

* Etift. Rer. Ind. lib- vjti. 

+ Egli pin giujlanienti chs homo fojjl til month cartmv&i d tiavigava, * f Ha drew charts and navigated 
with mure exactitude than any one living / 1 

f. II capltano’generate^ che fupeva de dover ftire tafua tmvegazione per two Jlrdo moho afeofoy como 
the] or aria del re tie Portugal in una carta fata per quello excdknijjfiftio huomo Martin de Baertutl) tnttnao due 
navi) &e* Page 40. u The captain general., who knew he had to navigate through a very feeret lb ait, 
which he had teen, in the treafury of the King of Portugal, marked in a chart drawn up by that motb 
excellent man Martin dc Boemia, ordered two fhips/ J See* 

rather 
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rather Behaim *, fhould have been denied by Mr.de Mur, on pubWhmg a work m 
honour of him t. An examination into this diluted point, materially conneaed as it 
is with the molt interefting part of the voyage I am about to publilh, will not here be 
mifplared. M. Otto, in a memoir inferred in the fecond volume of the Philofophical 
Tranfaftions of the Society of Philadelphia, has fought to prove that Colon was not 
the nrft who difeovered America, nor Magellan the firft explorer of the ftrait whit 
bears his name ; and that the honour of both thefe difcover.es is peculiarly due to 
Martin Behaim of Nuremberg. In feet, this Martin Behaim was one of the in geo¬ 
graphers of his age ; and one of the firft who. in 1493, formed a map of the world, 
which he bequeathed to his country, and in which it is vet preferred ; was one of the 
firft who crofted the line with the famous navigator Jaques Cano in 14S2 ; wlio, 
having married the daughter of. Huerter, a feudatory of the ifland of Fayal, one of the 
Azores, patted feveral years on that ifland, occafionalfy at different times making \oy- 
agns to Europe; and who, efteemed and confiilted by the learned men or his time, as 
well as bv the court of Lifbon, had ample means of acquiring the mod rare, as well as, 
for that age, the moil extenfive information with refpeft to what relates to geography. 
Still there is no foundation for pretending that Colon difeovered America polteriorly 
to Behaim, as was clearly demon lira ted by the prefident Count Carli, loft to the republic 
of letters and Milan, in 1 795 J. M. Otto refts his opinion on a chronicle of Nurem¬ 
berg, which Hates that “ he difeovered the iflands of America before Colon, and the 
ftrait, which afterwards was called the Magellanic, even before Magellan himfelf; and 
on the teftimony of Hartman Schedel, who fays, that Magellan and Cano in couife of 
their failing found themfelves in another world. But the prefident Carh obferves that 
the chronicle of Nuremberg is not contemporary; and Mr. de Murr convinced 
himfelf that the ftatenient alcribed to Schedel is interpolated in the manufcript in 
different hand-writing. In fad it is not found in the firft edition of his work, which 
is in our library. Add to this, the expreffion, “ In alteruin orbem accepti lunt, may 

indicate their having patted the line. . 1 

XII. With ftili lefs reafon does Mr. Murr affmne that Martin Behaim never had the 
leaft idea of the Strait of Magellan. « Having had the means, fays Mr. Murr, pi 
examining the archives of his heirs, I found among them no trace of this dwovery. More¬ 
over, the terreftrial globe which he prefented to the city of Nuremberg fufficiently proves 
that Martin Behaim did not even fufpefl: the exiftence of America. Tkis globe, th 
hemilphere of which, comprifing the weftern part of Europe and Africa and the 
eaftern part of Afia, was publiflied by Mr. Murr, this globe, I fay, fhevvs, that at that 
time it was conceived a veffel might proceed dire&ly from the Azores to the kingdOThs 
of Tungut, Cambalu, and Thibet, without meeting with any other land than the ifland 
of Cathay, in the whole extent of ocean to be crofted in the voyage, from the 
Canary iflands likewife it was imagined a courfe was open to the ifland Antilia, and 
on this account Colon gave the name of Antilles to the iflands in front 0- America. 
"From the Cape Verd iflands, on the globe of Behaim, the courfe was defcribed as open 
and with no land intervening to Cipangu (Japan), made known to Europe by Marco 
Polo, and mentioned by Pigafetta, who fancied he patted at but a fliort diltance noin 

* It is well known that his real name was Behaim. Claverius fays he was called of Bohemia becaufe 
his anceftors came originally from that country, or had fettled there for the purpofe of carrying on 

lr0 + Notice fur lc Chevalier Martin Behaim, edebre navigateur Portugal; avec la defeription de fon 
globe terreftre. See the Difleriation at the clofe of this work. 

x See Opufcoli Scclti di Milano, tomo xv. p.72. 
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it. From Japan the fea was open to Cambaya, and, turning fouthward, to the larger 
and fmaller iflands of Java, placed under the fame meridian. It is therefore plain that 
the globe alluded to does not notice America. As therefore Behaim in 1492, knew 
nothing of America, he could impart no information to Colon, who failed in that year; 
but this faft by no means proves that, between that epoch and the year 1506, which 
was the laft of the life of Behaim, he had not become acquainted with all that was 
known up to that time, and marked the fame on a geographical chart. His different 
voyages, his extenfive correfpondertce with all the learned men of the day, his various 
occupations at the court of Lifbon, and, above all, his refidence at the Azores iflands, 
furnifbed him with means of acquiring all the information which chance or refearch 
had produced among navigators. Varenius* pretends that Nunez de Vaiboa, in 
X513, was convinced of the exigence of the ftrait inqueftion from currents, which are 
only found in channels open at the two extremities, and never in a bay. Why in this 
cafe fhould it be deemed unlikely that fome other navigators fhould have made the 
fame obfervation in the time of Behaim, and have communicated it to him? Mr. de 
Murr indeed allows the poffibility of fuch an incident, but pretends that it did not take 
place; and that it was Mare-Antonio Pigafetta, who in his Itinerary, publifhed in 
London in 1585, firft fpread the fable of the difcovery of America by Behaim ; and 
I am ignorant,” adds he, cc whether Philip Pigafetta, in his Relation refpefting Congo, 
does or not allude to Martin Behaim,” We may gather from the manner in which 
Mr. de Murr expreffes himfelf, that he fcarceiy knew the names and tides of the books 
of the two other Pigafettas (Marc-Antonio and Philip); and that he was altogether 
uninformed refpefUng our knight Antonio Pigafetta, of his cc Relation of the Difcovery 
of Indiaor of the extra&s publifhed from that work; nay, that he had not himfelf 
read the Itinerary of which he fpeaks, for it contains no mention whatever of Martin 
Behaim, Neither does Philip Pigafetta, in his Relation refpecting Congo, printed at 
Rome in 1591, or in his Itinerary cf Egypt, make any mention of him, as I learn in 
the latter inftance from my friend Mr. Malacarne, profdfor of forgery, in whofe pof- 
fefiion this manufeript is. There is therefore little room to doubt that Magellan had 
feen the ftrait to which be gave name marked on the chart of Martin Behaim ; but it 
mu ft at the fame time be allowed cither that he placed no implicit reliance an the chart, 
or that the chart in queftion was very incorreil; as other wife, when in latitude forty-nine 
degrees thirty minutes north, he would not have difpatched his veflel the San Jago ro 
reconnoitre the coaft on which it was fhipwrecked while feeking the ftrait in fifty-two 
degrees; nor would he have determined on proceeding loath as high as feventy-five 
dtgrees in cafe he fhould not find it. 

XIII. Let us now return to the hiftory of Magellan, and of our author. Whether 
in view of avenging his fancied wrongs, whether to obtain that promotion he fought, 
Magellan repaired to Spain, and offered his fervices to Charles V, in taking command 
of a fquadron to fail to the weft ward of the line of demarcation as far as to the Spice- 
iflands, which were better known from the report of the Italians, who had proceeded' 
thither eaftward, than from the narratives of the Portuguefe, who had then been 
ten years eftablifhed there, but who kept in greafeft fecrecy the difeoveries they-made ; * 
fo much fo indeed, fays Caftagnada, that in the courfe of time the memory of the 
voyage of Gama would have been loft, had he not himfelf taken the trouble of writing 
and committing it to the prefsf, Charles V., or rather Cardinal Ximenes, his prime 

* Geog. gener. c. iz. 

t Hiftoria della conquilta dell? Indie Orientals, preface, 
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minifies who governed Spain daring his abfence, paid great attention to the projeft 
of Magellan, who not only convinced him of the pofiibility of reaching the Spice-IIIatids 
by failing towards the weft, but adored him that they were comprifed within that 
portion of the globe which, in virtue of the line of demarcation, belonged to Spam; 
for, had it not been for this reprefen tation, the Cardinal would affuxediy not have 
fanftioned the invafion of a country veiled in another by the Pope. In ordei to fatisfy 
him that the Moluccas were in the Spanidi hemifphere, Magellan brought forward 
the teftimony not only of Criftoval Kara, who Hated that he was convinced from the 
information given him by factors belonging to different eftablifhmeats he had in India 
of the real geographical pofition of thefe iHands *, but alfo of the famous aftrologer 
RodiVo Faleiro, who fliewed, by a map of the world and by the co m pad es, that theft: 
idands°were fituate within the ope hundred and eightieth degree of longitude weft. 
And as the Cardinal continued yet to entertain feme doubt of the fact, Faftno 
inftrufted Magellan in a method to calculate ihe longitude, fo as not to overpafs the 
line f of demarcation* In order to clear the point, it was indeed propofed that Faleiro 
fhould accompany Magellan ; but, as the former was an aftroiogcr, he excufed 
himfelf from being a party in the voyage, pretending he had computed it, and found, 
if attempted, it would prove fatal to him. It did indeed prove fatal to Martin de 
Sevilla, who went in his Head, but who had not forefeen that he would be affaffinated, 

as will be fecn he was at the idand Zubu. # . 

XIV. We have a proof of the importance of inquiries into the longitudes, during 
this voyage, in the description I am about to pubiilh. Scarcely^ had the fquadron 
reached the Pacific Ocean ere the Cavellero Pigafetta made a point of noting on his 
journal, not only the latitude, but alfo the longitude of the line of demarcation; 
mid in order to obviate any mifconception, he remarks that this line is thirty 
degrees weft of the firft meridian, which itfelf is three degrees weft of Cape Verd 
After having exprelfed himfelf with fuch exaditude, it is highly furpnzmg that 
Fabre, who has given an extraft of his narrative, fliould not have comprehended him, 
and inftead of degrees of longitude <c from the line of demarcation, have conftantly 
written « from the line of departure,” or « the degree of longitude whence they 
departedand in that part where he fliould have marked the pofiuon of the Ime, 
the fame as our author has done, he fays, “ and thirty degrees fi-om the meridian, 
which is three degrees more towards the eaft than the Cape of Good Hope. 

It is evident his mode of expreflion is marked by a want of fenfe, and in confequcnce 
Ramufio, on trandating the work of Fabre, has wholly omitted this pafiage ; that 
in copying the.author before him, in lieu of cc Longitudine dalk linea di dividend” 
he fliould have given cc Longit udine dal luogo donde ft eran parti ti, is certainly cx- 
ciifable; but by thus writing he encreafes the errors of the longitude noticed by 

Pigafetta by forty degrees. , . 

XV. But the Pqrtuguefe, interefted in determining the real latitude of the Moluccas, 
accufed the Spaniards not only of being in error, but with perfidy; and Pietro 
Martir IVAngera, a Milanefe gentleman, and hiftoriographer of the court of Spain, 
pleafantly ftates in one of his "letters §, that twenty-four pilots and aftronomers were 
chofen, Spanifli and Portuguefe, who, after numerous fyllogiftns, at length decided 


• Epillola di MafTimiU ano Tranfilvano, prefib Ramufio, tomb p. 348. 

f Caftagnede, be cit. ^ _ ... _ ... 

j La linea de la repartitione e trenta gradi bngi dal racredioiiale ; el meridian ale e tre gradi al 

lievan te long! da Capo Verde, page 5^* 
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that the queftion could no otherwife be fettled than by the mouths of cannon; Charles V. 
however, computed that it would be preferable he Ihould accept the offer made 
him by John III. of Portugal of one hundred and fifty thoufand piftoles in lieu of all 
claim; and he confequently ceded his pretenfions. It is moreover clear that thefe iflands, 
placed by Pigafetta between the one hundred and fixtieth and one hundred and 
ieventieth degree weft of the line of demarcation, are in reality fituate beyond one 
hundred and eighty degrees weft of that line, and that they of courfe, by the bull of 
Alexander VI., belonged to Portugal. Putting out of queftion their exafl: pofition, 
the King of Spain, fatisfied that Portugal ufurped a property inherent in himfelf, 
and already difpofed to grant a fquadron of caravellas * to Eftefano Gomez for a 
voyage of difeovery, confided the command of it to Magellan, who, in order to 
remove all obftacles, entrufted one of the veffels to the pilotage of the fame Gomez, 
a confidence which he foon had reafon to repent. 

XVI. While this matter was in agitation at the court of Madrid, Antonio Piga* 
fetta, a gentleman of Vicenza, was at Rome, whither all Italians of genius, or who 
fought to make their fortunes repaired, elpecially in the brilliant sera of Leo X. He 
was of a tolerably noble family, originally from Tufcany, and probably was the 
fon of that Matteo Pigafetta, a doftor and knight, who at feveral epochs was employed 
in the miniftry of the affairs of his country 1. Alike anxious for fame and fortune, 
he felt inclined to feek both in diftant countries, and even in the new world recently 
difeovered by Colon and Americo Vefpucci, and in which a number of Italians had 
already acquired wealth and renown. He went to Spain in the fuite of Signor 
Francefi Chiericuto, his fellow citizen, who was deputed from Rome as orator or 
embaffador to Charles V. in order thence to commence his travels. Every thing 
fucceeded with him to the full extent of his willies; and in the epiftle in which he 
dedicates his work will be feen the manner in which he obtained permiflion from the 
Emperor to accompany the fquadron of Magellan. 

XVII. Pigafetta certainly was not very well informed, notwithftanding the affertion 
of Marzari, a Vicentine hiftorian, “ that he was famous throughout Europe for his 
{kill in philofophy, in the mathematics, and aftrology fj” but he had ftudied geography 


* Camella was a term given by the Porttiguefe, at this time, to veffels which Carried on the trade with 
India, and is a diminutive of caravan. The fpices and filks of India, as before has been noticed, were 
formerly conveyed by camels, over-land, from Samarcand, the Gulf of Baffora, or the Red Sea. For 
fecurity’s fake the merchants travelled in large bodies, denominated caravans: as therefore the word 
caravan was applied to the affemblage which brought Indian commodities to the hands of Europeans, 
the fhips employed on a fimilar object, appropriately received the diflinfiion Caravellas. Eng. Tr. 

+ Angel Gabrieli 6e Sta. Maria, Biblioteca e Storm de’ferittori Vicentini, vol. iv. p. I. —I have 
made fome enquiries at Vicenza refpefling the perfon and family of our traveller, but have been able to 
obtain but little information. In a manufeript entitled Genealogies Storia delle famtglie nobile Vi¬ 
centini, vol ii. it is faid he was the fon of Domitio qm. Antonio and Bartolomea Maroftica ; and 
that he’ was defied Jurifcmifultus in 1470, which ill accords with the Cavallero Antonio, unlefs indeed 
his father was the Jurifconfultus. For what regards the Cavallero Antonio, there are only ttvo lines of 
an epitaph placed in the church of the nuns of St. Dominic by the Cavallero Capra, who inherited 
the eLlate of Philip Pigafetta. “ Philippas Pigafeta—Perigrinandi cupidus, ct Antonii gent ilia fni eq. 
hierofolim, qui primus terrarnm orbem circiimiit, gloria: semulus, abditiflimas regiones adivit," etc. His 
houle is (till vifible at Vicenza in the lircet Della-Luna ; it is of Gothic architefiure, and was built by 
his family in 1481 j but on his return he caufed the portal to be ornamented by a feftoon of rofes, and 
engraved thereon the following words 11. • k’esT ' rose ■ sans ■ esfiNE ; having no doubt in view the 


glory he had acquired by his circumnavigation, and the fufferings he had undergone. I owe thefe par¬ 
ticulars to the Condes Francefi di Thieni, and Francefi di San Giovanni, to whom I feel it < 


ticulars _ _ 

and a pleafure thus publicly to acknowledge my obligation. 
Storia di Vicenza, aV anno 1480, 

VOL. XI. 


Fk. Tr. 
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and aftronoitiy fufficicntljr to comprehend the nfe of the afirolabe, and determine the 
latitude of a place. ; he was Hkewife acquainted with the theory of celdMal phenomena 
fufficiently well to make thofe obfervarions of the ftars by which the variations of the 
needle are afcertained, the run of a fliip is computed, and the longitude found- His 
knowledge in thefe appendages on the art of navigation will be Teen in his Treaufe 
on Navigation, of which an extract is given at the conduit on of the narrative of 
his voyage. 

XVI1L His anxiety to obtain further knowledge equalled and even furpaffed his 
acquirements* Of this we have a fpecimen in the ffudious attention he paid, during 
his voyage, to the acquifidon of the idioms of the different nations he vifited, aud to 
forming vocabularies of lefs or greater volume, as rimimfhnces admitted* He fought 
to be an eyd-wirnefs of every thing himfclf, and had frequent means of gratifying his 
wiflies in this refpect, owing to the private millions in which he was fcnt to the Kings 
of the iflands vifited by the fqtiadron. We Hull in the courfe of his narrative per¬ 
ceive, that he feared y ever failed of making excurfions for the purpofe of examining 
the moil important branches of culture of the different countries; the natural hiftory 
of thele he gives in the*belt manner in his power ; not, indeed, with the exactitude of 
a botanift, but with the precifion of a man of fenfe* Not contenting himlelf with 
what he faw, he fought for information refpedting thofe countries at which the 
fquadron did not touch, by means of thofe Indians who, of their own accord or 
by compulfion, were on board the fquadron. It muff, at the fame time, be alknved, 
that he was deficient of the requifite knowledge of natural hiftory and phyfics to be 
qualified to appreciate duly all he faw, and to diftmguilh truth arnid the fables and 
falfities related to him; of the inhabitants of the Orellana, for example, and the 
Amazons, of Pygmies, &c. deferiptions of whom, given as if he ferioufly credited 
them himfelf, excites one’s rifible faculties. 

XIX. But though he was not either a ffrilful botanift, nafuraliff, or aftronomer, 
as are moft of the navigators of the prefent age, Pigafetra is far from meriting the 
obloquy thrown on him by Mi de Paw, who calls him cc a barbarous exaggerates a 
credulous and ignorant man, who, with no duty, and with no appointment, failed 
in the Victory V* But again, what value is aflignable to the obloquy of M. Paw ? 
Does it alfe more titan a curfory view of his Recherches fur les Americains,” to 
be fatisfied that he is a writer who, by tc hazardous affertions, taking them in the 
mo ft favourable light, and without underffanding what he fpeaks about,” as M. 
Pernetty juffly obferves t, propofed to himfelf no other object than of writing a book 
which might be palatable to the felf-titled philofophers of the day, either by the 
novelty of the delufive fyftem it broaches refpecting America, or by its (caudal, and 
the irreligious fenthnents it contains- Indeed, this author was unacquainted with any 
other than the wretched extrait of the work of Figafetta, publifhed by Fabre; yet 
does he prefume to condemn both the writer and the work itfelf, as if he had feen it 
in its perfect ftate. It is true, on the other hand, other writers, among which is to 
be ranked the celebrated Tirabofchi, thought little of the Voyage of Pigafeua.j but 
this could only arife from their having conceived that he wrote nothing but what they 
had feen in Fabre and Ramufio. 

XX* Pigafetta, moreover, is fpeclally deferring of praife, for the care he has 
(hewn in noting daily all he faw and heard, and all that occurred to himfelf and 

* Recherches fur les Americaina* tame L p. 285. 

+ Preface a la DifTertatlon fur ks RecHei cha. 
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hfs companions in the fquadron; he was furthermore fo fortunate as never to have 
been out of condition to write ; for, while ahnoft the whole of the crew were groaning 
under tedious maladies, he uninterruptedly enjoyed hi$ health in fufficicnt degree to 
be qualified to make his daily obfervarions; hence, when on his return he reached the 
iflands of Cape Verd, and enquired the day of the week, he could not be perfuaded 
that he had loft a day, owing to his having regularly kept his Journal, Pigafetta is 
not the only one who has felt fur prize on making the tour of the globe, at having 
loft a day j this lofs, which was undoubted, feemed at that time fo inexplicable, fays 
Angera *, that it was rather believed that our navigators hnd not made the tour of the 
world, until the aftronomers and Cardinal Contarini demonftmted that fuch a lofs 
was a natural confequence which mufb happen to all who fhould circumnavigate the 
globe, failing from eaft to weft, 

XXL At the clofe of three years, fays Angera f, of two hundred and thirty*feven 
perfons, of whom the equipment confided at its outfit, and of the five vefTels of which 
the fquadron confided, but eighteen men and but one veffel, in a {battered and leaky 
condition, returned to Seville, the place from which they failed ; of thefe eighteen 
was Pigafetta. Every one on board the remaining fhip made a point of relating all that 
had occurred, and this the more from the difpofitioo of the court of Spain to publiih 
the account of a voyage fo truly important: for before thefe no one had circumna¬ 
vigated the globe, Pietro Martyr D f Angera, whom we have recently quoted, a 
member of the council for India affairs, and who had already written an account of 
the Voyage of Colon | a was entrufted to colled ali that could be obtained from the 
wretched remains of the crews* Into his hands probably will have been delivered all 
the journals which had been preferved on board the veffel that returned; but it feems, 
Pigafetta retained that which he had kept, for he himfelf informs us that he went to * 
Valladolid, to prefent himfelf before the Emperor §; and prefumptively, on this oc¬ 
casion, he tendered him a copy of his journal written by himfelf, referving the original 
notes* To the orders given by the Emperor for IP Angera to write the hiftory of 
this expedition, were added the requeft of Pope Adrian VI- with whom D'Angera 
was on terms of clofe intimacy at the time, he having filled the ftation at court of pre¬ 
ceptor to Charles V. D ’Angera therefore wrote this hiftory, and himfelf tells us, that 
he fent his manufeript to Rome to the Pope, who intended to have it printed in the 
moft beautiful ftylej but this event did not take place until after his death jj. Ra- 
mufio adds that this manufeript was either confirmed by fire, or perifhed on occafion 
of the pillage of Rome in 1527* 

XXII- The fame Ramufio, oiie of the earheft and moft learned compilers of 
voyages, adds, on this occafion, that the memory of an enterprise fo great would 
nearly have been entirely loft, had not a fkilful Vicentine gentleman, M. Antonio 
Pigafetta, given a curious and minute account of itof this, as we fhall preiently 

* EpifL 770. f Epift. 767- 

J Pem Martyns ob Angleria. De rebus Ocezmh etorhenovo, 

^ Far ten dame da Sevig/ta andat a VaSadol\t > ove aprefiniai a la facra majejfa <lt D. Carlo, nan aro nc 
argent o ma cafe da ejfcre ajfat a prat all da tin fim'il Signore. Fra k afire cafe Ft deitl nno libra feripto de ?nia 
de tutte k cafe pajfate de gierno tti giorno nel viaggiv noftro, pag. 230. On leaving Sevilla I proceeded to 
Valladolid, where I pretexted to His Sacred Majelly Don Carlos, not indeed gold or fiber, but things 
precious in the eyes of fuch a feiior. Among others, I gave to him a book written by myfclf, corn- 
prizing a journal of all that occurred in couvfe of our voyage. 

II Bpift. 797. 

Difcorfo fopra il Viaggio fatto dagli Spaguuoll intorno il mondo, tom* i. p, 34 ^’ 
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fee, an extract in French was made, which he himlell tranflated into Italian for his 
collection. Now, this book is ftill in exiftence in the Ambrofian library or Milan; 
and, as it appears, not only lias never been publilhed, but Was not even known to 
thofe who wrote the hiftory of this lurprizing expedition. This work, properly 
fpeaking, is not the journal prefented to the Emperor by Pigafetta, but a much more 
copious narrative, written by himfelf in Italy, in compliance with the requeff of Cle¬ 
ment VII. to whom he went to pay his court, at Monte-rofi, on his return*; and 
more efpecially with that of the Grand Mailer of Rhodes, Vulers tie Lifle-Adam, 
whom he frequently addrefles, even in the body ol the narrative. And as in this 
book Pigafetta conftantly aflumes the title of Cavagliero, we mull conclude that 
this work was written by him at fome time pofterior to the 3d of October 1 5 2 4 » 
the day on which he was inftalledf. But, if we puffels proofs that this book 
was not written until feveral year’s after his return, we have likewife reafon for 
believing that Pigafetta, in writing it, had his original notes before him, for he often 
ufes the term oggi (this day) in copying what he wrote on the day it occurred. 
Moreover, he would otherwife have been unable to have recollefted an infinite 
number of novel objeCts and extraordinary circumftances, (which I have fometiines 
brought together, but without alteration, in order to give more connection to the work) 
In purfuing, as he does, the courfe of events according to the time, rather than 
according to their relation to each other. 

XXIIL After having written his book for the Grand Mailer of Rhodes, and after 
prefen ting a copy of it to the Sovereign Pontiff', a copy noticed by Paul us Jovius J, 
he fent another copy into France to Louifa of Savoy, regent of the kingdom for 
her fon Francis I. (that monarch being then involved in the unfortunate war in Lom¬ 
bardy, in which he was made prifoner, and during which Pigafetta prefented himfelf 
to him on his return to Italy, and tendered fome productions of the other hemifphere). 
The Queen gave this book to Antoine Fabre, a Parifian, reputed to be an excellent 
philofopher, and fuppofed to underlland Italian, as he had been a long time at 
Padua; but Fabre, to fave trouble, merely made an extrad, and omitted what, per¬ 
haps, he did not underlland; the remainder was printed in French, with a number 
of faults §. Notwithftanding all its faults, Ramufio, who was defirous of inferring 
this circumnavigation in his grand collection, tranflated it into Italian, and publilhed 
it with two other narratives of lefs importance ||. 

He changed but very few words; abridged the preliminary difeourfe; fuppreffed 
the number of one hundred and fourteen chapters, into which Fabre divided the 
work, and added titles to the chapters into which he himfelf divided it. He likewife 
copied the grofleft errors; for he tranflated the word veilles by vete, which fignifies 
guards. See Paragraph XXXIV. of this Introduction. 

* See the. Dedication* 

j See Ruoto generate de* Cav, gierofolimims di Fit Bartolomeo del Pozzo, Torino 1714, where* it 
is worthy of remark, that the author merely recounts the names, dignities, and employments of the other 
knights, but m noticing the Cavagliero Pigafetta* after hating him to be * r Commander of Norfia*” he 
adds, famous for his voyages in the Indies/* 

£ Hiftoria fui temporis, lib. xxxiv* 

§ Ramufio, loc* cit* 

|| 1 drft conceived Runmfio to have been the tranflator, for he exprefies himfelf in fuch terms as lead 
one to infer that it was he who firft rendered into Italian the Lxtrait du Voyage de Pigafetta par 
Fabre, and the letter of Maximilian the T ran fylva iiian : but I have fmee found that he did but copy a 
tranflation printed at Venice in 1536, in fmall quarto, under the title* II Viaggio fatto dagli Spag~ 
nuoli atorno il mondo* MjDXXXVlr — Amoketti* 


There 
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There is likewife fome difference in what he fays of the infibulation of the inhabitants 
of Zubu, as will be feen in the body of the work* 

There remains* I fhould obferve, that no bibliographer knew of this tranflation, 
which our librarian latterly by chance acquired. 

XX [V. I have been unable to difcover what has become of the copies which the 
author prefented to the other perfonages noticed. The celebrated Prefident Debroffes, 
who collected with equal cai'e and intelligence every thing which had tranfpired up 
to his time relating to the difcovery of Europeans in the Auftral regions, in (peaking 
of the narrative of Pigafetta, directly ftates it to be loft *. It appears that in the time 
of Montfaucon this narrative was not in exiftenee among the manufcripts of the royal 
library ; for in his catalogue f he only gives us the title of the French work, that is 
to fay, of the extraft of Fabre, and he would, without doubt, have given the Italian 
title, if he had found the original* Father Angelo-Gabrieli de Sta. Maria, who wrote 
the literary hiftory of Vicenza, affirms preremptorily, that there is a copy of it in the 
Mufseum Saibanti at Verona, and another in the library of the Vatican at Rome ; but 
with refpeft to the ftrft part of this affertion, there is none in the Saibanti Mufcom, 
nor ever was, as I am affured by my friend M. Dei bene, fecretary of the Italian 
Society, who took the trouble of examining the catalogues, both ancient and modern, 
of this mufseum ; as to the Vatican, I have juft received a note from Signor Marina, 
prefident of the library of the Vatican, in which he informs me, that after every 
requifite fearch, not only did he not find this work among the manufcripts of that 
library, but he had been further affured, that it was not contained either in the 
Urbine, Palatine, Ottobonian, or Capponian libraries. It mu ft alfo be conjectured 
that copies of this work were not only very uncommon, but that even the family itfelf 
of our author did not poffefs one, fmce Philip and Mari-Antonio Pigafetta, of whom 
we have fpoken in Se£tion XII, and the latter of whom has written a hiilory of 
the Eaft Indies, make no mention of the voyage, nor of the work of their brother 
Anthony, which renders it fair to prefume it had never been read by them. L fee 
by the hiftory of Caftagnedar, that this writer had before him a journal of this 
voyage, on which he lays the degrees were marked differently from what the 
Spaniards gave out, in view of extending their pretenfions farther towards the weft; 
and Maffei likewife informs us that Barros the Spaniard, wrote the hiftory of the 
fame voyage from the narratives and journals of the Tailors. I am ignorant of what 
has become of the journals which the hiftorians made ufe of but for certain they 
never were publifhed. 

XXV. It might be conceived that our manufcript is that which was prefented by 
our author to the Grand Mafter of Rhodes ; for it is tolerably well written, in a 
charter called at that time Cancelleres co J, on, good paper, fmall in folio; the 
geographical charts are illuminated, and the book itfelf is tolerably well bound. It 
might alfo be fancied to be that copy prefented to the Pope, according to what Palus.. 

m Navigations aiiK Torres Auflrales, tomri, p. tzi* 

F Bibliotheca bihlJOthecarurn, p. 185, b* in bibliotheca regis, No. 10270. There is at prefect in 
the national library of Paris, two manufcripts of a French tranilation, of the Voyage d 1 Antoine 
Pigafetta t the one on paper, which appears to be the oldelt, under the No. 10270 ; the otheron vellum, 
No. 4537. The laft comes from the library of Ea ViUiere, They are without date* and arc not faid to he 

transition of Fabre, quoted here by M. Amoretti, and from which they differ even in the title ; Na¬ 
vigation et decouvrement de la Indie fuperieure faite par moy Antoine Pigafetta vieeatin, chevalber de 
Rhodes. 

J The character thus denominated differs immaterially from that ufed now by lawyers, and termed 
eng rolling * . 

q JQVmS* 
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Jovius fays, that Pigafetta (whom by miflake he denominate Jerome) preferred him, 
as well in painting as in writing, the moft remarkable things belonging to the countries 
he vifited # * Add to this that our learned librarian Saffi, who in 1712 formed a 
catalogue of our manuferipts, wrote againft the title of this: it is perhaps the 
original* Yet, notwitbih.sdmg*ail thefe conjectures, I think our manufeript is but a 
copy of thole prelented to the.illuftrims perfons of whom I fpeak, and on thefe 
grounds do Hound my opinion, Firft, at the title page, and at the head of the De¬ 
dicatory Epiflrle I fee the name of the author written Pigafeta, at the bottom of the 
letter it is given Pagapheta, and at the end of the Treatife on Navigation, Pigaphetta ; 
fecondly, the mauulcript is fo defective in orthography, language, fyntax, and 
logic, as oftentimes to have no meaning, as will be feen by reference to the paffages 1 
fhall occafionally quote in the notes; thirdly, a third part of the volume confifts of 
blank paper, which gives room for conjecture that this copy was defigned for feme 
one who wiftied to add other matters, and that the Cavallero Pigafetta never even faw 
it; for had he, aduredly he would ha Ye corrected the groffer faults, and would not 
probably have added his Treatife on Navigation; or, if he had, he would not have 
omitted to have given in this laft work the figure to which he refers the reader, and 
which does not appear* 

XXVI. But, though this manufeript fhould not be of the hand-writing of Pigafetta, 
it is not the left valuable; fince it was, as we fhall prefentiy fee, written in the life¬ 
time of that celebrated traveller, and fince it us authentic, as will be gathered from 
its accordance with all we know of this voyage, and the countries of which it fpeaks* 
This accordance, moreover, is efpedaOy diftingui/hable in the vocabularies. Indeed 
the errors themfelves, and the fables contained in the work, prove the authenticity of 
rhe writer, who has detailed the relations made to him, and the phenomena he 
obferved, as they prelented themfelves to his fenfes* Finally, this manufeript is 
unique* I have been unable to learn whence the Cardinal Frederic Barromeo, (a name 
ever dear to fdence,) and above all, thofe interefted in the library he founded, obtained 
this manufeript* I fhall merely obferve, that on the infide of the cover is written, 
6C Ce Uvre eft du Chevalier Forrete:” and, as the hiftory of Malta informs us, that, 
at the time of the Grand Matter Villers De LTfle-Adana, and of Pigafetta, there were 
two knights of Jemfalem, by name de Forret and de la Foreft f, it probably belonged 
to either one or the other of thefe* 

XXVIL Now, the translation of this manufeript is what I am about to publifli. I 
have, ir fuch an expreffion be permitted, translated it into pure Italian, from. the. 
original idiom, which is a mixture of Italian, Venetian, and Spanifli; for, had I 
publifhed it as it appears in the manufeript, inftead of affording inftruction and 
amufement, this voyage would affuredly at once have tired and diigufted the rSader. 
From the Italian I tranflated it into French; but in the notes I have frequently 
given the paffages in the very manner they occur in the manufeript. I have made 
ufe of the^ fame names given by the author, in fpeaking of the new countries 
he faw, pointing out in the notes thofe by which they are at prefent known* For 
the fame reafon as influenced me in this inftance, I have left the errors in phyfics and 
natural hiftory as I found them in Pigafetta, contenting myfelf with pointing them 
out to the reader. Certain cuftoms, which the author i # elates to have either feen 
himfeif or to have neard related, where the language was too loofe for the prefeiit 

* Malta admiranda obrervandaque po&eris phftura et fcrfpus adnotata depofmt Iococitato 

f Philibert de laFor^ft lived m and Jean de Forret was in Rhodes when that place'was befieged 

' 5 22 - Boflo, Iftoria della iacra rehgione e ill-s ma milizia Gerofolimitana, part ii* 

have 
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have been clothed in a more decorous garb* I am not ignorant that in the narrative 
of our traveller ufelefs things frequently occur ; and occafionally fome which are inap¬ 
propriate or filly ; but I reafon with the Prefident Debroffes % “ that one is naturally 
anxious of knowing in what manner things were regarded by thofe who faw them for 
the firft time ; and that one ought to fhew refpeft to the obfervations of the moil 
early travellers, though oftentimes their conceptions are but of limited extent t; M and 
as many celebrated writers have handed down to us, even by extratls, the faults and 
miftakes of their authors, I have thought right in pubfifhing this voyage to imitate 
their example. 

XXVUI. There remains I ffiauld fpeak of the geographical charts which adorn our 
manuferipts. They are in number twenty-one ; on thefe Pigafetta has traced South 
America, and all the iflands of the Pacific Ocean and of the Eaft Indies, where our 
navigators anchored, which they faw in puffing, or which were pointed out to them as 
laying on the line of their courfe. Thele charts are coloured ; the fea is blue, the 
earth the colour of foot, the mountains green, and the huts and houfes white. In one 
of the charts is a pirogue, a boat ufed among thofe people, carrying two men; and in 
another is the clove-tree. The charts are very incorreft ; but we fee by them that the 
author has prefen ted objects cither as they ftruck or were pointed out to him ; on 
which account he has placed the north on the bottom of the page, and the louth at top ; 
fo that, in order to give to the feveral places the pofition commonly given by geo¬ 
graphers, they require to be reverfed 

XXIX. To afford an idea of the manner in which Pigafetta defigned his charts, and 
to render the whole work more intelligible, I have given two geographical charts, and 
a view of the Strait of Magellan as laid down by the moderns, thus enabling the reader 
to compare them with the defign by the author. The firft chart is a terreftrial plani- 
fphere, on which the voyage of Pigafetta is marked by points. In one of the notes of 
Book II. will be feen the data from which it is formed. The fecond chart prefents, 
under one point of view, a collection of the charts of the manufeript, in which our tra¬ 
veller has reprefented the archipelago of the Philippines and the Moluccas, from the 
Mariana iflands to that of Timor 5 and in this alfo I have indicated by dots the courfe 
which the veffel purfued between fo many iflands, forming as It were a labyrinth in a 
fea, which even in the prefect day embarrafies the navigator. At firft fight, the 
charts of Pigafetta appear to be drawn from fancy, or, at leaft, to be uiblefs to 
navigation, feeing there is no relation between one and another, and that the degrees 
of latitude and longitude are not laid down. But when thefe charts are joined 
together in the fucceffion the author fpeaks of the iflands marked in them, It will be 
feen they may be reduced to one ; and that Pigafetta, with a precifion far beyond what 
could be expected for the time, has been the firft to furniffi materials for the geography 
of thefe Teas. I have myfelf, with much patience, connected thefe charts, reducing 
their dimenfions, but at the fame time prefervlng as much as poffible their relative 
proportions; and have given in one map the whole of this archipelago, omitting only the 

* Hill, dcs Voyages aux Ttrres A11 llralcs* tom I. p.97. f Tome 1. preface. 

■f Other geographers, and efpccialJy Kamufio and Urbane Monti, gave a fimilat pofition in their charts 
to the places of which they fpoke. The latter, whom I fhall have oceafmn frequently to quote, was a 
Milanefe gentlemen, who, in 1590* defigned and canfed to be engraven a geographical chart which corn¬ 
er izey the whole of the earth known in his time. It is com poled of fixty-four fkvets, and thefe forming 
four tlipfoidcs. Item to have been intended to cover a globe. To each fheet the author affixed a very 
detailed description of the political, religious, civil, and natural hiftory of the country tl ere reprefented. 
The whole work was ready for the prefa, but the plates alone have been publifhed. This manufeript is 
in our library, and is mentioned by Safli. 

iflands 


3©4 pigAfetta's voyage round the world. 

iflands De los Ladrones, and the Unfortunate Iflands, owing to their too great diftance 
from the others. This chart it is which the reader ihould keep before him on tracing 
the courfe of Pigafetta, from the inftant of his leaving the iflands Dc los Lad rones to 
that at which he enters again upon the Afiatic ocean* which he terms Laut Chidol, or 
the Great Sea. The dots will point out the run of the lhips and the fpots where they 
anchored. In order to place the iflands in their true pofitions, I conlulted the charts 
of Beilin and Robert, in which they are oftentimes marked under the fame names, or 
names differing but immaterially. I atn not ignorant that there are feme errors in this 
chart, in what regards the pofitions of the iflands; and that the latitudes and longi¬ 
tudes in which they are placed by the author are fometimes different from thofe in 
which they are laid down ; but I I ike wife know that thefe errors arc not uncommon 
even with the navigators and geographers of the prefent day, who have fo much 
more ample means to determine portions with exactitude. It muff further be ob- 
ferved, that Pigafetta only faw a part of the iflands he defigned, and that the others 
were many of them traced from the defeription of the inhabitants, or Indian pilots, on 
board his fhip. In fliort, he drew fome of his charts in the fame manner as Father 
Cantova in 1722 laid down the Caroline iflands (fee the extrafts from De Broffe's 
Collection of Voyages in the South Seas, in this volume) : and as the celebrated Cook 
has, in our days, traced the iflands of the South Sea from the relations of the Ota- 
heitan Tupia. 

XXX, This method, however inexaft, poffeffes the precious advantage of the names 
of the iflands being indicated by Pigafetta by the names applied to them by the indi¬ 
genous inhabitants; this is very ufeful in a geographical point of view, as the names of 
places have frequently become unintelligible, from each navigator, either from igno¬ 
rance of the proper denomination, from vanity, or to pleafe his patrons* applying to 
newly-difcovered countries the names of faints, their kings, friends, and protectors, or 
of their native country, whence much confufion and uncertainty are occafioned, as 
may be feen on calling an eye over the charts publifhed in different countries by the 
people who fuccelHvely formed eftablifliments in the iflands of the South Seas. Often¬ 
times the difference is only that of pronunciation ; and this will not appear extraor¬ 
dinary to thofe who know that the fame name pronounced by the fame perfon has 
differently {truck the ear, and been differently written by the navigators of our time; 
for example, Meffrs. de Bougainville, Cook, Anderfon, Fofter, &e. However, to 
render my author better underftood, I have joined to the names ufed by him thofe 
adopted by other geographers, as well ancient as modem ; and thefe, at the fame time* 
furniffi an additional proof of the truth of his narrative. 

XXXI. With the fame objeft of confirming and throwing light on what Pigafetta 
fays, I have, in notes, added to the names of the different animals and plants given by 
our author, thofe adopted by naturalifts, chiefly Linnaeus, I have alfo endeavoured to 
rectify the miffakes which he often makes, efpecially when fpeaking of phenomena, 
either feen by hnnfelf or related to him by others. 

XXXII, Pigafetta, as I have already faid, endeavoured to form vocabularies of the 
languages of the new people he vifited ; but I have conceived by uniting them at the 
clofe of the voyage they will not only be of greater utility, but, while they will be lefs 
tedious to the reader, will enable him at once to compare them* See the preliminary 
obfervations at the head of this preface. I fpeak there alfo of a Treatife of Navigation 
by the fame author, which follows the defeription of his voyage. An extraft of ir is 
given, and I befeedi the reader to perufe the preface to it, that he may become fenfible 
how inlerefting it is, even by its errors* to the hiftory of aftronomy and navigation. 

XXXIII, After 
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XXXIII. After what I have dated I flatter rnyfelf my work will be deemed of 
fome utility, not with Handing vve have already a relation of this fame voyage in lotne 
collections. Alt that has yet been known of it, however, has chiefly been taken from 
the work of Fabre, of whom I have fpoken in Section XXIII. Now, Fabre has merely 
given an extraft of it ; for he fays himfelf, Cy finit I’extraid du dit livre, tranflate de 
Itaiien en Francois. « Here terminates the extraft of the faid book, tranllated front 
Italian into French.” I Ihall, moreover, add, that the extraft he has given is faulty; 
that he has omitted many things, to fpare himfelt the trouble of tranflating them, as 
Ramufio very juftly obferves; and that he has been guilty of many errors, which are 
not in the original, as I have already noticed with refpect to the line of demarcation,' 
Seftion XIV. I could even cite feveral others, which I difcovered in comparing the 
extraft of Fabre with our manufcript. I (hall give one fpecimen of them in copying 
the firft page of this extraft. 

Le Voyage et Navigation aux IJles de Molluque , defcritet faid de noble homme Anthome 
Pigapbetta , Vincentin Chevallier de Rhodes ; comence le did Voyage lan mil cinq cens dix 
naif et de retour mil CCCCCXXII le huytiefme iour de Septembre, life. life. 

“ The Voyage and Navigation to the Iflands of Molluque, deferibed and effefted by 
the noble man Anthoine Pigaphetta, Vincentin Knight of Rhodes ; the faid Voyage 
begins in the year one thoufand and nineteen, and jkhe date of thej return [ko portj 
was the 8 th of September one thoufand CCCCCXXII. 1 ' 

CHAPTER I. — The firft Chapter contains the dedicatory Epiftle , and how five 
Ships departed from the Port of Cheville ; — The chief Captain was Ferrant Magagli- 
anes ; — And of the Signals which the Navigators made by night with Fires before, for 
all to know what was to be done ; —And of the Order of the Ships , and of the Watch 
kept in them . 

BY comparing this paffage with the tranflation given by me to the public it will be 
feen, that Fabre relates in an unintelligible manner, and in a few lines, what Pigafetta 
has diftmftly given in a number of pages. Neverthelefs, I do not affume that the 
extraft is curtailed throughout as in the firft page, but Fabre is generally very concife, 
very cbfcure, and feldom ex aft. 

Fabre, and after him Ramufio, divided the work into a number of fmall chapters ; 
hut as no fuch divifion appears in the work of our circumnavigator, I Ihall not in this 
point follow their example. It appears, however, that Pigafetta has feparated the parts 
of his voyage according to the ftations, and, after his example, I Ihall like wife part 
into four books the tranflation of it given here, which I truft will be regarded as a 
novel, interefting, and inftruftive work, and one reflefting honour on Italy. 
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VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, 


by the 

CAVALLERO ANTONIO FIGAFETTA, a Gentleman of Vicenza, 

Publifiied originally in Italian from a Manufcript in the Ambrosian Library at Milan, with Notes by 

CHARLES A MO RETT I, 

One of the Librarians end Doctors of the Atnbtofian College; formerly Secietmy of the Pa ‘ r!o ‘“ of AsrICU “ 

tht Arts ,■ one of the XL, of the Tttlun Society; CVTember of the IulUtute of Bologna* 

And afterwards tranjlatid by him into French* 


VOYAGE AND DISCOVERY OF UPPER INDIA* 

EFFECTED BY WE 

ANTONIO PIGAFETTA, 

A Gentleman of Vicenza, and Knight of Rhodes. 

DEDICATED TO 

THE VERY EXCELLENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS LORD PHILIPPE DE VILLERS LISLE ADAM, 

GRAND MASTER OF RHODES. 

A S there are men whofe curiofity would not be fatisfied with merely hearing related 
the marvellous things I have feen, and the difficulties I experienced in the courfe 
of the perilous expedidon I am about to defcribe, and who are anxious to know by 
what means I was enabled to furmount them; and as due credit by fuch would not be 
given to the fuccefs of a fimilar undertaking if they were left ignorant of its moil 
minute details* I have deemed it expedient briefly to relate what gave origin to 
my voyage, and the means by which I was fo fortunate as to bring it to a fuccefsful 
termination. 

In the year 1519, I was in Spain at the court of Charles V.* King of the Romans*, 
in company with Signor Chiericato, then apofbolical prothonotary and orator of Pope 
Leo X. of holy memory* who by bis'merits was railed to the dignity of Bifhop and 
Prince of Teramo. Now, as from the books I had read, and from the converfarion of 
the learned men who frequented the houfe of this prelate* I knew that by navigating 
the ocean wonderful things were to be leen \ I determined to be convinced of them by 
my own eyes, that I might be enabled to give to others the narrative of my voyage, as 
well for their amufoment, as advantage, and at the fame time acquire a name which 
fhouid be handed down to pofterity* 

An opportunity foon prefented itfelf. I learnt that a fquadron of five veffels was 
under equipment at Sevilla, deftined for the difcovery of the Molucca iflands* whence 

* Charles V« was ele£led Emperor the 38th of June 1519; he confe^uently was but King of the 
Romans when Pigafetta repaired 10 Barcelona. 

we 
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we derive bur fplces; and that Fernandez Magellan, a Portuguefe gentleman, and 
commander of the order of St. Jago de fa Spain, who had already more than once 
traverfed the ocean with great reputation, was nominated captain-general of the expe¬ 
dition. I therefore immediately repaired to Barcelona, to requelt permiffion of His 
Majefty to be one on this voyage, which permiffion was granted, iiience, pro¬ 
vided with letters of recommendation, I went by fea to Malaga, and from that city 
over-land to Sevilla, where I waited three months before the expedition was in readi- 
nefs to fail. 

■ On iny return to Italy, His Holinefs the Sovereign Pontiff Clement VII.*, of whom 
I had the honour of an audience at Monterofi, and to whom I related the adventures 
of my voyage, received me with great kindnefs, and told me I fhould much oblige him 
in affording a copy of the journal of iny voyage; I confequently made it a point of 
duty to fatisfy, in the beft manner I was able, the willies of the Holy Father, notwith- 
ftanding the little leifure my avocations allowed. 

' I have deferibed every thing in this book; and to you is it, my Lord, that I prefent 
it, befeeching your Lordfhip to perufe the fame when the cares of the ifland of Rhodes t 
will admit of your giving it attention. This, my Lord, is the only reward to which I 
afpire, in devoting myfelf entirely to the fervice of your Lordfhip. 



VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, BY THE CAVALLERQ ANTOH/O PIGAFETTA, 

BOOK I. 

Departure from Sevilla , and thence to leaving the Strait of Magellan, 

rr^HE captain-general Fernandez Magellan \ had refolved on undertaking a long 
X voyage over the ocean, where the winds blow with violence, and ftorms are very- 
frequent. He had alfo determined on taking a courfe as yet unexplored by any navri 
gator; but this bold attempt he was cautious of difelofing, left any one fhould ftrive- 
to diffuade him from it by magnifying the riffi he would have to encounter, and thus 
difhearten his crew. To the perils naturally incident on a fimilar voyage was joined 
the unfavourable circumftance of the four other veffels he commanded befides his own 
being under the direction of captains who were inimical to him, merely on account of 
his being a Portuguefe, they themfelves being Spaniards. 

Before his departure he made fonie regulations, as well refpeefing fignals as the 
difeipline of the fquadron. That the fliips might conflantly be kept together, he 
eftablilhed. the following rules for the pilots and mafters : his veffel was conflantly to 

* Of the Hottfe of Medic?: he was defied Pontiff In 1523, and died in IJ34. 

+ The Turks had juft rendered themfelves mafters of the Ifland of Rhodes, and means were then in 
agitation for its re-conqueft, or, otherwise, to form another eltablifliment for the older of knights of 
Sf. John of Jerufalem. For this latter purpofe, the Emperor Charles V. ceded Malta to them it) 15305 
and, in the interim, the Order had eftablifhcd its feat at V iterbo. * , 

X Pigafetta writes Magaglianes, the Portuguefe Magalhaens, the Spaniards Magallanes, the trencti 
Magellan - Amoretti. Each ofthefe nations have altered the orthography to preferve the found of his 
name. The Englilh, on the contrary, have neither preferved the found nor the original mode of fpelling 
of the Portuguefe name, but have adopted the orthography of the French : following the praflice ot the 
other nations, iF the found were preferved, the name fhould he written in Eogliih Maghclyong, or Mag he - 
yawnes. Ehg. Tr. ' , , 
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Lad the van ; and, in order that the other veffels fliould not lofe fight of it during the 
night, he had a torch of wood called forol, burning on the poop. If befides the 
farol he lighted a lanthorn, or a rope made of rufhes % the other veffels were to do 
the fame, that he might be certain of their following him. When he Ihewed 
two lights without the farol, the veffels. were to alter their courfe, either to tnake 11 ower 
progrefs, or on account of adverfe winds. When three fires were lighted, it was the 
fignal for lowering the bonnet+, a fail affixed beneath the mamfail m fine weather to 
accelerate the fpeed of the Ihip. The bonnet is lowered when a ftoim is threatened in 
order that it may not be in the way of the mariners on reefing the mamfaik It tour 
lights were (hewn, it was a fignal to take in all the fails ; but if they were previoufly 
reefed, thefe fires were a direction for fetting them. A greater number of lights, or the 
firing of a few bombards J, denoted the approach to land or Mows, and, confe- 
quently, that much caution was to be ufed in Iteering* He had alfo another fignal ror 

calling anchor. . . - . , 

The night was divided into three watches, the firft at the beginning of flight; the 
fecond, called medora, taking place at midnight j and the third towards the morning. 
The crew in confequence were formed into three djvifions : the firft watch was under 
the orders of the captain j the pilot commanded the fecond, and the mailer the third. 
The commander in chief enforced the moft rigid difeipline, the better to fecure fuccefs 

to the voyage. , . ... 

Monday morning the 10th Augufl 15*93 fquadron having every thing requinte 

on board, and a complement of two hundred and thirty-feven men, its departure was 
announced by a difeharge of artillery, and the forefail was fet. We dropped down 
the river Beds to the bridge of Guadalquivir, palling near Juan d Alfaraz, formerly a 
thickly-peopled city belonging to the Moors, where there was a bridge, of which no 
veftige now remains but two piers, which are yet Handing in the river below the fur- 
face, and which mull be guarded againft; indeed, in order to run no hazard, this 
part fliould not be navigated without pilots on board, and but at high water. 

Continuing to defeend the Beds we paffed by C-oria, and feveral other villages to 
San Lucar, a caftle belonging to the Duke of Medina Sidonia. Here is the port which 
opens on the ocean, ten leagues diftani from Cape St. Vincent, in thnty-fcvcn degrees 
of latitude north. From Sevilla to this port the diftanee is feventeen to twenty 
IcB^UCS ■ 

Some days after the commander in chief, and the captains of the other veffels, 
arrived in boats at San Lucar from Sevilla; and the ftock of provifions was completed. 
Every morning we landed to hear mafs in the church of N. D. de Barrameda; and 

* This hind of rope is called in Spanifh flrenghe, and is made of a fpecies of efparto, which is firft well 
foaked in water and afterwards dried in the fun or in fmoak ; it Is well adapted for the ohjed in view. 

j- in order the better lo explain certain fea-terms but little underftood, the figure of the fhrp 15 , in a 
plate annexed is given. This figure is copied from a drawing in one of the charts of Monti, with this 
in fen pi ion ; Nave Fittoria fu cut ii ctw* Pigafetia fed U giro del gfaho* A is the mizen-maJl, B the main- 
pialt, C the gallery for the centinel on the lookout, D the fore mu ft, E the poop, F the fnrecafUe, G the 
anchor, H the bonnet, or flay fail, which then was placed under the main fail, but which now is fixed oil 

the fide. Am ax- f , 

£ Pigaftua conflantly ufe® the term bombards; but it is well known that, at this time, the denomina¬ 
tion of bombards was given to cannon, and that cannon were oftentimes loaded with ftoues in lieu of ihot, 

* 5 The league ufed by our author is that of fifteen to the degree of latitude, as will more diftindUy be 
feen as we proceed*—A mor* It is equal to 4.64 Englifti miles and decimals. Ekg, Tr. 
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before we failed the commodore obliged every man to go to confeflion ; he alfo flritlly 
forbade any woman being taken on board* 

The 20th September we failed from San Lucar, fleering towards the fouth-weft* 
ant! on the 26th reached one of the Canary iflantls called Teneriffe, fituate in twenty- 
eight degrees of latitude north. We flopped here for three days, at a fpot where we 
could take in wood and water : afterwards we entered a port of the fame ifland called 
Monte Rofib, where we pa fled two days, 

A fmgular phenomenon was related to us refpeftmg* this ifland ; viis, that it never 
rains here, and that it has neither fpring nor river* but that it produces a large tree* 
the leaves of which continually diflil excellent water ; this is collefted in a pit at the 
foot of the tree* and hither the inhabitants go for what water they want, and all the 
animals tame and wild to quench their thirfl. This tree is perpetually encircled by a 
thick mift which doubtlefs fupplies its leaves with water 

On Monday 3d Oftober we made fail direftly towards the fouth. We patted be¬ 
tween Cape Verd and its iflands in latitude fourteen degrees thirty minutes norths 
After coafting along the fliores of Guinea for feveral days we arrived in latitude eight 
degrees north* where is a mountain called Sierra Leona, We here experienced con¬ 
trary winds* or dead calms with rain, which continued to the equinoftia! line \ the 
duration of the rainy weather was iixty days* a cireumftance that controverts the 
hypothecs of the ancients t* 

In latitude fourteen degrees north we experienced very impetuous fqualls* which,, 
joined to the currents* prevented our advancing. On the approach of thefe fqualls 
we had the precaution of taking in our fails, and laid to until the wind abated,. 

In clear and calm weather* large fifh called tiburoni ({harks) fwam about our velTel. 
Thefe fifh have feveral rows of frightful teeth; and if unhappily they chance to meet 
with a man in the fea they inftanriy devour him* We caught feveral with iron 
hooks; the large ones are by no means good to eat, and the fmaller are but of little 
efteetn J. 

In flormy weather we frequently faw what is called the corpo fanto,, or St.-EUne, 
On one very dark night it appeared to us like a brilliant flambeau on the furarait of a 
large tree, and thus remained for the fpace of two hours* which was a matter of great 
confutation to us during the tempeft* At the inflant of its difappearing, it difFufed 

* This is a tale of ancient date. The learned pretend that this ifiand is the Pin mils, or Ombrmn, men¬ 
tioned by Pliny, (lib, vL c. 37.) and placed by him among the Canaries ; he fays that in the firlt rain-water 
only is drunk, and that in the fecondit never rains; but that the inhabitants colled the water which diftils 
from the br sueesof a ttee* Later navigators who have vifned the ifland, Ly nothing of this phenomenon. 
Amok.. The tree is affirmed to have had exitlence by Bory de St, Vincent, on refpedtable authority* 
Eng. Tr. 

f The ancients imagined that no rain fell between the tropics* and confequently deemed this 
region uninhabitable, — Amor. For fome entirely novel, valuable* and ingenious remarks rcfpe&ing the 
influence of the fun on the equatorial region, fee the termination or Chap, III, of a Voyage of Difcovery 
to the Southern Iflands, in this collection of voyages, Esg. Tft. 

t There aie many fpecies of fharksp The celebrated Spallanzani, lately loft-to the univerflty of Padua* 
h the naturalift, who of all others has bell deferibed this fifh, efpeoially as to what refpe&s its form, its 
habits, and the ufe of its teeth. (Vraggjalle due Sicilie, tom iv,) We have in the mufeum of our library 
the head of a fhark* the mouth ot which, when open, meafures two feet perpendicular ; it has five rows of 
teeth, and each tooth kan inch and a half in length, From which we may conclude how large the animal 
mull have been to which it belonged* It is probable Septala found the teeth he mentions in the hills of 
Tortona (fee Muf. Sept* ptizj,), where I myfeif difeovered lome at the period of rebuilding the caftle. 
Amor. 
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fuch a refplendent blaze of light as almoft blinded us. We gave ourfelves up for 

loft ; but the wind ceafeft momentaneoufly *• , 

We faw birds of many kinds. Some appeared to us to have no rump ; others make 
no ncfts for want of feet; but the female lays and hatches her eggs on the back ofthe 
male in the midlt of the fea t. There are others called cagaflela, or caca uccello (her- 
corarius), which live on the excrements of other birds; and I have rny tlf ofteMin e 
leen one of ihcfe birds purfuing another without interruption until it voided tsexcre- 
Sen,, upon which it feized »i?h avidity t- I likerfe faw many flymg-iilh, and other 
lilli in fuch amazing fhoals, they refecnbled a bank in the Jea. 

After we had paffed the equmoftial line, we loft fight of the polar ftar. We then 
fteered fouth-fouth'V/eft, making for the Terra di Verzino || (Brazil) m latitude twenty- 
three decrees thirty minutes fouth. This land is a continuation of that on which Cape 
Auguftin is fituate in latitude eight degrees thirty minutes fouth.. 

Here we laid in a good ftock of fowls, potatoes, a kind of fruit which refembles the 
cone of a pine-tree (the anana or pine-apple), but which is very Tweet, and of an ex- 
quifite flavour, fweet reeds §, the flefli of the anta, which refembles that of a cow f, 
&c. We made excellent bargains here : for a hook or a knife we purchafed five oi 
fix fowls: a comb brought us two geefe; and a fraall looking-glafs, or a pair of fciflars, 
as much fifli as would ferve ten people ; the inhabitants, for a little bell or a ribbon, 
gave abaiket of potatoes (patates**), which is the name they give to foots fomewhat 
refembling our turnips, and which are nearly like chefnuts in tafte. Our playing- 
cards were an equally advantageous object of barter; for a king of fpades I obtained 
half a dozen fowls, and the hawker even deemed his bargain an excellent one. 

* In all ages ihcfe meteors have h«n perceived on the tops of mads during tf.e 
they have llkewife conflantly been regarded as fymbols of the protea.cn of heaven Wok ors 
to be Caftorand Pollux ; and Chriftians have reckoned them to be faints efp ecla lly M. ffla*. JJ the 
number of meteors has equalled that of the math, they have obtained credit as representing befitles bt. Elme, 
St Nicholas and St.Clare. The Englilli failure, who ridicule the idea of their being faints, yet regard 
tlrem a WhU'the Wifps, or fpirits, and call them Davy Jones. It is merely W.tfon the laft century that 
naturalills have difcoverJd them to be an effeftof the eleftnc fluid, which, being fometimes more and fome- 
times lefs abundant, fometimes poiitive and franetimes negative, appears more or ly-fc vivid , and, as this 
fluid is the caufe of the ftorm, it is natural that that fhould ceafe at the in It ant the cleflricity becomes 
no longer vifible in thefe lights on the top of the malls. Thus is a phylical caufe affigned tor thefe pte* 

D °rit «as h Mcimulfim^ thebird of paradife, of which more elaborate mention will be made in 

Book III had no feet, and conflruCled no nefts ; and that the female hatched her eggs on the back 
of the male : but here the author fpeaks of another aquatic fowl with legs covered with feathers, but 
fo (hort as to frem deftitnte of them ; and, although this bird huilds US ncfts.on.fhore, the mother bears its 
young to fea on its back almoft as foon as hatched. Of thefe birds M- de Bougainville law feveral at the 

Falk land. I Hands. , 4 . , ' . \ 'V - r - * 

t The ilercnrarius, larus parafltus, Urn, is a bird of prey, winch not -being amphibious, awaits m 
order to obtain fifh the inftant of thofe leaving the fea who dive for their prey; they then attack and 
pm-rue the latter until they force them to drop the filh they have taken. This prey which they let Jail it 

is that has been miftaken for excrement. f -V. ’ a 

i] or Rrafil wood, h the name given to a red wood.formerly drawn from Aha and A”ica, ana 

which at prefent k almoft exclufively imported from the Brazils, a kingdom to which this name has been 
given on account of the abundance in it of this kind of tree* Amerigo Vefpuccr* who was here in I 502 * 
when he gave his name to America, laid that he found here infinite e molU butmoy hartolozzi, 

Ricerche Stonche fulle Scoperte d’Amerigo Vefpucd. 

§ The fu^r-carue, arundo faccharifera. Lin.n* 

c The anta h the tapir Americanusof Linnd* A fpecies of large fwme« 

** The paiattj or batate, fortunately needs no defeuption ; it is the folanuno* or ndiotropium tubero- 
fum of Linne. Wc 
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We entered this port * on St. Lucy’s day the 13th of December. The fun at noon 
was- vertical, and we fuffered much more from the heat than on palling the Ime. 

The land of Brazil, which abounds in all kinds of productions, is as estenfive as 
Spain, France, and Italy united: it belongs to Portugal. 

The Brazilians are not Chriftians; hill they are not idolaters, for they worflup 
nothing; natural inftinft is the only law they acknowledge. I hey are very long lived, 
for they generally reach a hundred and five, and fometimes a hundred and forty U 
They go entirely naked, the women as well as the men. Their houfes are long cabins, 
termed by them boi, and they lie on nets of cotton, called hamaksj, fattened by the 
two extremities to two ftrong pofts. Their hearths are on the ground. One of thcfe 
bois fometimes contains a hundred men, with their wives and children; there is con- 
fequently always much noife in them, lheir boats, which they call canoes, at e fonned 
of the trunk of a tree, hollowed by means of a fharp ilone ; for [tone is then iuh- 
ffitute for iron, of which they are deftitute. Thefe trees are fo large that a fmgle 
canoe is capable of containing thirty or even forty perfons, who paddle with oars 
fimilar to bakers’ fhovels. On feeing them fo black, naked, dirty, and bald, one 
might mittake them eafily for Charon’s ferrymen. 

The men and women are well made, and formed as we are. They fometimes eat 
human flefh; but only that of their enemies. It is neither from want or inclination they 
follow this practice, but owing to a cuftom the origin of which they thus relate* An 
old woman had but one fon, who was killed by the enemy. Shortly after the mur¬ 
derer of her fon was taken prifoner, and brought before her: full of revenge the 
mother flew' upon him like a beaft of prey, and tore away part of his moulder with 
her teeth This man had the good fortune not only to efcape from the woman, but 
to rejoin his own people, to whom he exhibited the print of teeth on his fhoulder, and 
whom he made believe (what perhaps he himfelf fancied to be the cafe) that the 
enemy were dffpofed to devour him alive. That they might not be inferior in crae ty 
to the others, thefe refolved on really devouring the enemies they might take m battle, 
and thofe again retaliated. Still they do not devour their prifoners at the mltant, nor 
while alive; they cut them in pieces and divide the parts among the , conquerors. 
Each individual carries away with him his allotment, dries it in 1 moke, and every* 
eighth day cooks a fmall portion. This faft I learn from Johan Carvajo *, our pilot, 

who patted four years in the Brazils. , 

The Brazilians paint their bodies, and efpecially their faces, in a ftrange manner, 
and in different figures, the men as well as the women. They have ihort and woolly, 
hair on the head, but none on any other part of the body, lor they loot it out |J, 
They have a veil made of the interwoven feathers of the parrot, and fo arranged that 
the large quills of the pinions and tail form a circle round tneir lens, which gives 
them a whimfical and ridiculous appearance. Almoft all the men have the lower lip 
pierced with three holes through which they run a cylindrical ftqfle, very narrow and 


+ VefpiaccUelat'es{'he*fame : he likewife notices how, by means of pebbles, they computed their age j 
and the proofs they gave of -heir longevity, by planting to him the fon,,grand on great-grandfon, 
and the grandfon’s grandfon, ftill living. Lett ere di Amer. Vcfp. Bartolozzi,-hica citato. ^ 

1 Whence evidently our word hammock. Eng. T r. _ . ’ ' l, hp rlnnli+ed 

n In our mar.ufcript he is fometiiues called Carrnaio, at others Caruaio; i canno ■ • i- 

but he is the individual Johan Carvallhos, of whom' Caftagiicda and other writers of that time make 

|| Many barbarous nations follow the fame pra&ice even’now;" making ufe-for tltc puipofc of bival e 

Ihclls in lieu of pincers. about 
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about two Inches long. Women and children do not wear this incommodious orna¬ 
ment Add to this* the front of their bodies is perfectly uncovered. Their colour 
is more an olive than a black. Their King is called a Cacique. 

The country produces an immenfe number of parrots, fo many indeed that a fmall 
mirror will purchafe eight or ten. They have like wife very handfotne monkeys of a 
yellow colour, and refembling fmall lions f. 

The inhabitants eat white bread made into a round fhape, but which we did not 
fancy* It is made with the pith, or rather the epidermis of a certain tree J, which has 
much refemblance to curdled inilk. They likewife have hogs, which feemed to us to 
have their navel on the back §; and large birds, the beak of which refembles a fpoon, 
but which are without tongues ||, 

Gccafionally, for a hatchet or cutlafs, they offered us one or more of their young 
daughters but never their wives ; nor indeed would thefe confent to have con¬ 
nection with any but their hufbands; for notwithftanding the freedom allowed to 
unmarried girls, when married fo great is their modefty that they never fubmit to the 
embraces even of thofe to whom they are efpoufed but under the veil of night., They 
are fubjefl: to the mod laborious toil, and often are they feen defeending from the 
mountains, with baikets on their head, very heavy laden ; never however do they go 
alone, their hufbands, who are highly jealous, conftantly accompanying them, the bow 
in one hand and arrows in the other. The bow is made of Brazil wood, or the black 
palm. If the women chance to have young children they hang them in a net of cotton, 
which is fufpended from the neck. I could relate much more refpe£Hng their manners, 
but to avoid prolixity I pafs over the reft. 

Thefe people are exceeding credulous and well inclined, whence their converfion to 
Chriflianity would be no difficult tafk. As chance would have, we excited refpe£t and 
veneration. A great drought had long prevailed in the country, and as rain fell on 
our arrival, they attributed it to our coming. When we landed to fay mafs they 
liftened with filence and an air of inquiry ; and feeing us unfhip our boats which hung 
from the fides, or which followed the fliips, they imagined them to be the children 
of the veffels, and thefe the mothers who gave them fuftertance. 

* Vefpucci (Letters al Gonfalon. Soderini in Ramufio, tomo i, p, rji.) likewife faw thefe cylinders 
in ufe with the inhabitants of Brazil; Cook alfo noticed them among the Californians, and S ted man with 
the inhabitants of Surinam- Kcate, in his account of the Felew Iflanda, conceives thefe cylinders to have 
been originally formed of odoriferous wood; and that they were run through the cartilage of the nofe 
that the wearers of them might conftantly enjoy a fragrant fmell. 

f This monkey is the aquiqui. Hi(L Gjener, de Voy. tome xx. p. 552. Amor* It h called alfo the 
king monkey, is the link between the ape and baboon, and has a Urge beard fo well fafhioned as to feem 
as if trimmed by the barber. It is heard at a great diftance; and when it chatters, ufes fo much exertion 
as to foam at the mouth. Bomare. Eng.Tr,. 

I All who have navigated towards the fotith fpeak of fa go, which is the pith of a fpeeies of palm 
sd the cabbagc-palm- Stedman’s Voyage to Surinam* 

J This hog is the pecan or tajaffu ; it has a kind of purfe or odoriferous gland on the back near the 
rump, which has a flit in it, two or three lines in length, but upwards of an inch in depth, from which 
exudes an odoriferous liquor, This animal is gregarious, like the genus of which h is a lingular variety, 
and even its young, although capable of becoming domeilicatcd, are never made familiar. On killing 
the animal the purfe on the back and the teftides are inftantly cut away, as otherwife, in lefs than half 
an hour the meat would befpoiied* and unfit to eat- , Bomare. Eng. Tju (Sus dorfo ciftifern. Linn.) 

fl Spatulas, a kind of duck found in parts of Europe* (It is the anas roftro piano ad verticem 
diktat o* Linn.) 

% This ft range pra&ice is common with all the inhabitants of the South Sea. (CooVa Second 
Voyage, book v.) 

The 
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The captain-general and myfelf were one day prefent at a Angular incident* The 
young girls frequently came oil board to barter their favours with the crew; one of 
the moft handfome among them on this occafion made a vifit with this intentioa to 
our veffel; but perceiving a nail about as long as my finger* and thinking herfelf 
unobferved, ftie feized it, and chofe a fingular place for its concealment. Was it truly 
for the purpofe of concealment ; or was it for decoration fake ? This we could never 
learn *. 

We flayed thirteen days at this port; after which, refuming our courfe, we coafted 
along this country as far as thirty-four degrees forty minutes fouth where we found a 
large river of frefh water* Here it is that cannibals refide, or anthropophagi. One 
of them of gigantic fixe, and whofe voice was loud as the bellowing of a bull, ap¬ 
proached our veffel for the purpofe of enheartening his comrades, who, apprehenfiv-e 
of injury from us, were withdrawing from the eoaft, and retiring with their effects to 
the interior. That we might not lofe the opportunity afforded of feeing them at hand, 
and converfing with them, we landed about a hundred of our men, and purfued them 
with an intention of catching one or another of the party : but they made fuch huge 
Andes that even though we ran and jumped we were unable to cover any thing like 
a limilar fpace. 

This river contains feven fmall iflands: in the largeft called Sta, Maria, precious 
ftones are found. It was formerly imagined that this was not a river, but a channel 
which communicated with the South Sea; but it was fliortly found to be truly a river, 
which at its mouth is feventeen leagues acrofs. Here John de Solis, while on a voyage 
of difcovery like us, was with fixty of his crew devoured by cannibals, in whom they 
placed too great confidence. 

Goa fling conflantly along this land towards the antarftic pole, we flopped at two 
iflands f, which we found peopled by geefe and fea-wolves alone. The former are fo 
numerous and fo little wild that we caught a fufficient ftore for the five (hips in the 
fpace of a Angle hour. They are black, and feem to be covered alike over every part 
of the body, with fhort feathers, without having wings with which to fly ; in fa£t they 
cannot fly, and live entirely on fifli: they are fo fat that we were obliged to fmge them, 
as we could not pluck their feathers. Their beak is curved like a horn. 

The fea-wolves are of different colour, and nearly of the fize of a calf, with a head 
much like the head of that animal. Their ears are round and fhort, and their teeth 
very long. They have no legs ; and their paws, which adhere to the body, fomewhat 
refemble our hands, having alfo fmall nails. They are, however, web-footed like a 
duck. Were thefe animals capable of running they would be much to be dreaded for 
they feem very ferocious. They fwim with great fwifmefs, and fubfift on fifh. 

We experienced a dreadful floral between thefe iflands, during which the lights of 
St. Eime, St. Nicholas, and St. Clare were oftentimes perceived at the tops of the 
mails; inftantly as they difappeared the fury of the tempeft abated. 

* In Fabre and Ramuflo this incident is not mentioned, but inflead it is (aid that at the inilant the 
veffeU approached the fhore they landed fome pregnant (laves who were ou board, and who left the fhtp 
by themfelves, were their own midwives, and brought back the new born in their arms to the fliips. 
FigafeUa mentions no fuch matter; nor does it wear the lead appearance of probability. We have feen 
in the beginning of the chapter that Magellan gave the ffri&ft orders that no woman whatever fhould 
be taken on board. 

t L hey (topped at Fort Deflre, where are two iflands, one called the I fie of Penguins, the other the 
Ifle of Lions. Pigafetta calls the former geefe, the latter wolves. The one is the aptenodita demerfa, 
Linn.; the other the phocas urfina, Linn, commonly called feals, or Tea-dogs. 
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On leaving thefe iflands to continue our conrfe, we afcended as high as forty-nine 
degrees thirty minutes fouth where we discovered an excellent port; and as winter 
approached (the month was May), we thought belt to take Shelter here during the 

bad weather. .... r ~ , 

Two months elapfed without our perceiving any inhabitant of the country. One day 
when the lead we expefted any thing of the kind, a man of gigantic figure prefented 
himfelf before us. He capered almoft naked on the fands, and was Singing and dancing, 
at the fame time catling duft on his head*. The captain fent one o i our feamen on 
fiiore, with orders to make fimilar geflures as a token o i friendibip and peacej which 
were well understood, and the giant fuSfered himfelf to be quietly led to a final! lfland 
where the captain had landed. I likewife went on Shore there with many others. He 
testified great furprife on feeing us; and, holding up his finger, undoubtedly fignified 
to us that he thought us defeended from heaven. 

This man was of fuch iinmenfe Stature that our heads fcarcely reached to his waiit f. 
He was of handlome appearance, his Sace broad and painted red, except a riin of 
yellow round his eyes, and two fpols in Shape of a heart on his cheeks. His hair, 
which was thin, appeared whitened with fome kind of powder. His coat, or rather . 
his cloak, was made of furs, well fewed together, taken from an animal which, 
as we had afterwards an opportunity of feeing, abounds in this counuy. Ihis animal 
has the head and ears of a mule, the body of a camel, the legs of a Stag, and the tail 


* The inhabitants of the iflands of the South Seas call water on their heads in token of peace. Cook’s 

Se +° M.^PaW, of*whom I have fpukin in the Introduaion, (Par. XIX.) that he might fupport his 
fyftem ref netting America, which he pretends is a country newly emerged from the water, where mature 
is in a degraded Hate, is unwilling to admit the exigence of thefe Patagonian giants, as they would mmtate 
againfl: his jyftem ; he fays that Pigafetta had a wrong yiew.of thefe men, and added much to their natural 
dimetifions in order that he might have miracles to relate, M. de Paw certainly is not equally worrhy of 
credit with FigafeUa, who was an ocular witnefs, and always faithful and worthy of reliance, where what 
he himfelf has feeo is a matter in difeufiioni jfts he found the Brazilians of the common fotm and llaiurcj. 
he fays, “Sono difpoftr In mini e fernine eomo noL” Hence, when he allures us that the Patagonians were 
giants there is rtafon to believe they appeared to him to be of gigantic Stature. It cannot reafonably be 
imagined that he was miflakcn, for he lived with them a length of time, compared their dmienfions with 
hi 6 own, frequently converted with them, learnt many words of their language, and was aftomfhed at their 
voice, iheir weight, their ftrength, and the amazing quantny of food and dnnk they con fumed j fo that 
everything corrtfponded with their hulk. Thefe are the prccife words of our traveller: Vem uno della 

flatma cafi cemo uno gigante nella nave capitania. Haveva una voce fimik a uno toro. Fugendo facevano 
tanto gran pa/fo/che not faltando non potevauo avanzare H fuoi pafli. Venni uno huomo dc ilatura de 
giuante. Qntlto era tanlo grande che II davamo alia cintura, e ben difpoflo, haveya la faza grande et 
depinta. Ceriamente quetii gigarm coreno pm che cavallt. Ognuno di li duo che pigliaffemo roangiava 
una f port a de befcoto,et beveva in una fiats mezo fecchio de Uacqua et maugiava li forgi fenza fconicarli.” 
I might neverthdefs allow M, de Paw to entertain his doubts rvfpedting the afferunnaof our author, 
were they not confirmed by other travellers. The cekbraud Frtfident Debroffes (Navig, aux Ttrrea 
Auftraks, tome it, p* 324,) has cohered the teftimony of all who have feen Patagonians, and who 
have fpoktn of them as nun of extraordinary lize The navigators who have touched at this country 
iince the appearance of his work, Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Cook, and Fortier, have all of them confirmed 
his opinion, after well examining this monlfroua race, on the exigence of which much doubt was enter¬ 
tained. It is true that Winter, and Narborough, and finally M. Bougainville* fay, that the Patagonians are 
but fix feet and a half m height ; but is their negative alien ion lo be placed in competition with fa 
many pofitive witness who fpeak of what they have feen, examined, and meafured r Mr Dtfbrofles has 
obi'tmd that thefe differcut teftimqnies may be reconciled iiotwuhftandmg thdr apparent contradiction. 
The inhabitants of the moll fouthern coalis of America are not commonly of gigantic Hature, but indi¬ 
viduals of certain tribes may be of this unufual height. As they do not conlbnlly inhabit the fame fpot t 
it will have happened that fome navigators fhall not have feen them* Pigafctta, who did fee them, was 
abk to fpeak on the iubjedt. 
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of a horfe; and like this laft animal, it neighs This imn llkewife wore a fort of 
fhoe, made of the fame fkin +. He held in his left hand a fhort and maffive bow, the 
firing of which, fomewhat thicker than that of a lute, was made ot the intedines of the 
fame animal; in the other hand he held arrows, made of fhort reeds, with feathers 
at one end, fimilar to ours, and at the other, instead of iron, a white and black Hint 
{tone. With the fame ftone they likewife form mftruments to work wood with. 

The captain-general gave him victuals and drink, and among other trifles prefented 
him with a large deel mirror. The giant, who had not the lead conception ol this 
trinket, and who faw his likenefs, now, perhaps, for the hr ft time, {tarred back m fo 
much fright, as to knock down four of our men who happened to hand behind him. 
We gave him feme little bells, a fmall looking-glafs, a comb, and feme glafs beads ; 
after which he was fet on fhore, accompanied by four men well armed* 

His comrade, who had objected to coming on board the fhip, feeing him return, 
ran to advife his comrades, who perceiving that our armed men advanced towards 
them, ranged -themfelves in hie without arms, and aimed naked : they immediately 
began dancing and fingmg, in the courfe of which they railed the tore-finger to 
heaven, to make us comprehend that it was thence they reckoned us to have 
defeended. They at the fame time fliewed us a white powder, in clay pans, and 
prefented it to us, having nothing elfe to offer us to eat; our people invited them by 
figns to come on board our fliip, and proffered to carry on board with them whatever 
they might wifh. They accepted the invitation; but the men, who merely carried a 
bow and arrow, loaded every thing on the women, as if they had been fo many beads 
of burthen J. 

The women are not of equal fize with the men, but in recompenfe they are much 
more ludy. Their breads, which hang down, are more than a foot in length ; _they 
paint, and drefs in the fame manner as their hufbands, but they have a thin Ikin or 
feme animal, with which they cover their nudity. r l hey were, in our contemplation, 
far from handfome, neverthelefs their hufbands feemed very jealous* 

The women led four of the animals, of which I have previoufly Ipoken, in a dring, 
but they were young ones. They make life of thefe young to catch the old ones '* 
they.fallen them to a tree, the old ones come to play with them, when from their 
concealment the men kill them with their arrows. The inhabitants of the country, 
both men and women, being invited by our people to repair to the vicinage of the 
fhips, divided themfelves into two parties, one on each fide the port, and diverted 
us with an exhibition of the mode of hunting before recited. 

Six days afterwards, while our people were employed in felling wood for the fhips, 
they faw another giant, dreffed like thofe we had parted with, and like them armed with 
a bow and arrow. On approaching our people he touched his head and body, afterwards 
railing his hands to heaven, geftures which the men imitated. The captain-general, 
informed of this circumdance, fent the fkiff on fhore, to conduct him to the idet, in 

* Tlik animal is the guanaco (camelufc huanacus, Lmn,), of which genus naturallfts efteem the lama 
and vicuria. a fpecies of camel, or rather fheep, well known from its valuable Heece, Ihe dcfcription 
given of this atilmai by the author perfe&ly correfponda with the guanaco ; and all travellers relate that 
the Patagonians are clothed in its /kin. We have, in our mufseum, a leg of this animal, which exactly 
comfponds with the defeription given of It by Buffon. (Supplem, torn* vL p* 204). Tills leg is one 
foot ten inches long, though cut off below the knee. * , 

■f *t is on account of this fhoe, which made the feet of this man refemble the foot of a bear* t 
Magallan called this people Patagonians. See D eery, Americas, lib* iv. p. 66. 

J It is an ohrervation generally made in all countries, and in all ages, that women are treated in pto* 
portion to civilization, wdl ot ill, and moft coarfely where the ksft civilization exlfts* 
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the port, on which a houfe had been erected, to ferve as a forge, and a magazine for 
different articles of merchandize. 

This man was of higher ftature, and better made than the others ; he was more¬ 
over of gentler manners; he danced and fprang fo high, and with fueh might, that 
his feet funk feveral inches deep into the fand ; he remained with us fome days ; wc 
taught him to pronounce the name of Jefus, to fay the Lord’s Prayer, &c. which he 
did with equal cafe with ourfelves, but in a much ftronger tone cd voice* finally, 
we baptifed him by the name of John ; the captain-general made him a prefent of a 
fhirt, a veil, cloth drawers, a cap* a looking-glafs, comb, fome little bells, and other 
trifling things: he returned towards his own people, apparently well contented. The 
next day he brought us one of the large animals, of which we have made mention, 
and received other prefents to induce him to repeat his gift; but from that aay we 
faw nothing of him, and fufpefted his companions had killed him on account of his 
attachment to us* At the end of a fortnight four other of thefe men repaired to us ; 
they were without arms, but we afterwards found they had concealed them behind 
fame bufhes, where they were pointed out to us by two of the party, whom we 
detained. They were all of them painted, but in a different manner to thofe we had 
feen before. 

The captain wiftied to keep the two youngeft, who, as well, were of handfomeft 
form, to carry them with us on our voyage, and even take them to Spain; but, aware 
of the difficulty of fecuring them by forcible means, he made ufe of the following 
artifice. He prefented them a number of knives, mirrors, glafs-beads, &c. fo that 
both their hands were full; he afterwards offered them two of thofe iron rings ufed for 
chaining felons, and when he faw their anxiety to be poffeffed of them (for they are 
paffionately fond of iron), and moreover, that they could not hold them in their 
hands, he propofed to fallen them to their legs, that they might more eafily carry 
them home, to which they confented; upon this our people put on the irons and 
fallen ed the rings, by which means they were fecurely chained, As fo on as they 
became aware of the treachery ufed towards them they were violently enraged, and 
puffed and roared aloud, invoking Setebos, their chief demon, to come to their 
affiftance. 

Not content with having thefe men, the captain was anxious of fecuring their wives 
alfo, in order to tranfport a race of giants to Europe : with this view he ordered the 
two others to be arrefted, to oblige them to conduft our people to the fpot where they 
were ; nine of our ftrongeft men were fcarcely able to call them to the ground, and 
bind them, and Hill even one of them fucceeded in freeing himfelf, while the other 
exerted himfelf fo much that he received a flight wound in the head from one of the 
men; but they were in the end obliged to fliow our people the way to the abode of 
the wives of our two priloners* Thefe women, on learning what had happened to 
their hufbands, made fuch loud outcries as to be heard at a great diftance. Johan 
Carvajo, the pilot, who was at the head of our people, as night was drawing on, did 
not choofe to bring away at that time the women to whofe houfe he had been con¬ 
ducted, but remained there till morning, keeping a good guard* In the mean time 
eanie there two other men* who without exprefling any diffatisfa£Uon or furprife, 
continued all night in the hut; but foon as dawn began to break, upon faying a 
few words, in an inftant every one took to flight, man, woman, and child ; the 
children even fcampering away with greater fpeed than the reft. They abandoned 
their hut to us, and all that it contained ; in the mean time one of the men drove off", 
%o a diftance, the little animals which they ufed in hunting ; while another, concealed 

behind 
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behind a bulh, wounded one of our men in the thigh, who died immediately \ 
Though our people fired on the runaways, they were unable to hit any, on account 
of their not efcaping in a ftraight line, but leaping from one fide to another, and 
getting on as fwiftly as horfes at a full gallop- Our people burned the hut of thefe 
favages, and buried their dead companion. 

Savage as they are, thefe Indians are yet not without their medicaments. When they 
have a pain in the ftomach, for example, in lieu of an operative medicine, they thruil 
an arrow pretty deeply down the throat, to excite a vomit, and throw up a matter of 
a greenifh colour, mixed with blood f . The green is occafioned by a fort of chifile, 
on which they feed. If they have the head-ache, they make a galh in their forehead, 
and do the lame with the other parts of their body, where they experience pain, in 
order £0 draw from the affefted part aconfiderable quantity of blood* Their theory, 
as explained to us by one of thofe we had taken, is on a par with their pra trice * 
pain, they fay, proceeds from the reluftance of the blood to abide any longer in the 
part where it is felt j by releafmg it, confequently, the pain is removed. 

Their hair is cut circularly like that of monks, but is longer, and lupported round 
the head by a cotton firing* in which they place their arrows when they go hunting. 
When the weather is very cold, they tie their private parts clofety to the body. It 
appears that their religion is limited to adoring the devil: they pretend that when one 
of them is on the point of death, ten or twelve demons appear dancing and fmging 
around him. One of thefe, who makes a greater noife than the reft, is termed 
Setebos, the inferior imps are called Cheleule; they are painted like the people of 
the country. Our giant pretends to have once feen a devil, with horns, and hair of 
fuch length as to cover his feet; he call out flames, added he, from his mouth and 

his port eric rs. j f 

Thefe people, as I have already noticed, clothe themfelves in the fkin of an animal* 
and with the fame kind of Ikin do they cover their huts, which they tranfport 
whither foils them beft, having no fixed place of abode, but wandering about from 
fpot to fpot like gyplies. They generally live upon raw meat, and a fweet root 
called capac ; they are great feeders t the two we took daily confumed a bafket full 
of bread each, and drank half a pail of water at a draught, they eat mice raw, and 
without even flaying them. Our captain gave thefe people the name of Patagonians. 
We fpent ftve months in this port, to which we gave the denomination of St. Julian, 
and met with no accidents on fliore, during the whole of our flay, fave what I have 
noticed. 

Scarcely had we anchored in this port before the four captains of the other vcftels 
plotted to murder the captain-general. Thefe traitors were Juan of Carthagena, 
vehador J of the fquadron; Lewis de Mendoza, the treafurer; Antonio Cocca, the 
paymafter; and Gafpar de Cafada. The plot was difcovered, the firft was flayed 
alive, and the fecond was flabbed to the heart ; Gafpar de Cafada was forgiven, but 

* It ib well known that favages make ufe of poifoned arrows, and our travellers had even other examples 

of this, # . l 

f Debry has given the repnfcntaticm of a Patagonian in this attitude. It is poflible that they may 
thruft an arrow into the gullet, to free themfelves by vomiting, from indigestion. Sometimes favages put a 
wand into their mouthy in prefence of their idols, to prove to them that they have nothing impure 111 
their body. See BtuiONi, publifhed by Debry, . 

% Vehador, or veador, in the ancient PortuguezCj lignifted the manager of a fociety of monks: in 
Spanifh, ihistfRcer is called veedor, from vetr, to look after. Some writers pretend that John o 
Carthftgena was a bvfhop ; but Pigafetta would not have omitted mention of this c hr cum fiance, ana 
Magellan would nut have pumfhed him in fuch a cruel manner, had he been in veiled with this dignity^ 
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a few days after he meditated treafon anew. The captain-general then, who dared 
not take his life, as he was created a captain by the Emperor himfelf, drove him horn 
the fquadron, and left him in the country of the Patagonians, together with a pneft, 

^Anmher mkap befel part of the fquadron while we remained at this ftation. 
The fliip St. Jago, which had been detached to furvey the coaft, was call upon ro^ks, 
neverthelefs, as”if by a miracle, the whole of the crew were faved - two feme 
came over-land to the port where we were to acquaint us of this diialtar,, and the 
captain-general fent men to the fpot immediately with fome facks of b'^t.Ih 
crew flopped two months near the place where the veffel was ftranded, to eollett me 
wreck and merchandize, which the fea fucceffively call on fhore ; and during, all this 
time means of Tubftftence was tranfported them over land although a htjudred mil^ 
■diftant from the port of St. Julian, and by a very bad and f^gumg road through 
thickets and briars, among which the bearers of provifion were obliged to Petite 
whole night, without any other beverage than what they obtained from the ice they 
found and which they were able with difficulty to break. . . . 

As for us, we fared tolerably in this port, though.certain fheU-fifli, of great length, 
fome of which contained pearls, but of very f,nail fuse, were not edible. : found 
oftrichesf here, foxes, rabbits much fniaScr than ours, and fparrows. The trees yield 

^W^planted a crofs on the fiinimit of a neighbouring mountain, which we termed 
Monte C.hrilto, and took pcffeffion of the country in the name of the King of Spain. 

We at length left this port (21ft Auguft) and keeping along the coaft, m latitude 
fifty degrees' - forty minutes fouth, dilcovered a river of. frefti water J, into wnich 
we entered. The whole fquadron nearly experienced flupwreck here, owing to the 
furious winds with which it was affailed, and which occafioned a very rough fea; but 
God and the Corpora Sanfta (that is to fay, the lights which flione on thelummits of 
the mads) brought us luccour, and laved us from harm. We fpent two months here, 
to ftock our veffels with wood and water ; we laid in provifion, alfo, of a fpecics 
fifli nearly two feet in length, and covered with feales; it vvas tolerable eating, but 
we were unable to take a lufficient number of them §. Before we quitted thisfpo 
our captain ordered all of us to make confefliou, and, like good Chnftians, to 

Continuing our courfe towards the fouth, on the 21 ft Oftober, in latitude fifiy-twa 
decrees, we difeovered a ftrait, which we denominated the ftrait of the Eleven 
Thoufand Virgins, in honour of the day. This ftrait, as will appear m the feque , 
is four hundred and forty miles, or one hundred and ten maritime leagues in length; 

* When Gomez, who commanded the Sto Antonio, after deferting the fquadron in the Graft, 
to St. Julian, he look them both on board again, and carried them back to Spam. Lettre de Maximihen 

IC | The'American oftrich is much fmaller than the African. The Brazilians call it nhandahuacu; and 

^TThls'riverTa 'that of Sta. Cruz, which Cook has laid down in latitude fifty-one degreesfouth. This 
name was given to the river from its being entered on the 14th September, the anmverfary of the exaltation 

° f known for certainly, that while the fquadron remained in this river, viz. on the llA Oftober, 

there was an eclipfe of the fun, of which all thofe take notice who have wr.tten the hiftory of this voyage , 
and which is marked in the aftronomieal tables. Authors even pretend that Magellan availed htmfelf of .t 
to afeertain the longitude. Pigafetta, however, takes no notice of the eclipfe, nor ought he lo to have 
done • for this eclipfe was vifibk to us indeed* but not to thofe in the foutheru part ox America* 
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it is half a league in breadth, fometimes more, fometimes lefs, and terminates in 
another fea, which we denominated the Pacific Ocean. This flrait is inclofed between 
lofty mountains, covered with fnow,and it is likewife very deep, fo that we were unable to 
anchor, except quite clofeto (hore, where was from twenty-five to thirty fathoms water. 

The whole of the crew were fo firmly perl'uaded that this ftrait had no weflem 
ouder, that we fhould not, but for the deep fcience of the captain-general, have 
ventured on its exploration. This man, as fkilful as he was intrepid, knew that he 
would have to pafs by a flrait very little known, but which he had feen laid down on 
a chart of Martin de Boheme, a mod excellent cofmographer, in the treafury of the 
King of Portugal *. 

As foon as we entered on this water, imagined to be only a bay, the captain fent 
forward two velleis, the Sto. Antonio, and La Conception, to examine where it 
terminated, or whither it led; while we in the Trinidad and the Vittoria awaited them 
in the mouth of it. 

At night came on a terrible hurricane, which laded fix and thirty hours, and forced 
us to quit our anchors, and leave our veffels to'the mercy of the winds and waves in 
the gulph f. T he two other veffels, equally buffeted, were unable to double a cape j, 
in order to rejoin us ; fo that by abandoning themfelves to the gale, which drove them 
conftantly towards what they conceived to be the bottom of a bay, they were appre- 
benfive momentarily of being driven on fhore. But at the inftant they gave themfelves 
up for loft, they faw a fmall opening §, which they took for an inlet of the bay, into 
this they entered, and perceiving that this channel was not clofed, they threaded it, 
and found themfelves in another [|, through which they purfued their eojrle 
fo another flrait leading into a third bay dill larger than the preceding. Then, in 
lieu of following up their exploration, they deemed it mod prudent to return, and 
render account of what they had obferved to the captain-general. 

d wo days paffed without the two veffels returning, fent to examine the bottom 
of the bay, fo that we reckoned they had been fwallowed up during the temped; 
and feeing fmoke on /hore, we conjectured that thofe who had had the good fortune 
to efcape, had kindled thofe fires to inform us of their exidence and diftrefs. But 
while in this painful incertitude as to their fate, we faw them advancing towards us 
under lull fail, and their flags flying; and when fufficiently near, heard the report of 
their bombards, and their 1 jud exclamations of joy We repeated the falutation ; 
and when we learnt from them that they had feen the prolongation of the bay, or, 
better /peaking, the flrait, we made towards them, to continue our voyage in this 
courfe, if poflible. 

When we had entered into the third bay, which I have before noticed, we faw two 
openings, or channels, the one running to the fouth-ead, the other to the fouth-wed * *. 
i he captain-general fent the two veffels, the Sant Antonio and La Conception to the 
fouth-eafl, to examine whether or no this channel terminated in an open fea. The fird 

* fee tlie Introduction, parag. xi. and the following. 

t Plate if- I'eprefents the topography of the ftrait of Magellan, extra £ted from a chart of M. de Bou¬ 
gainville. In the other chart annexed, is given the fouthrrn part of America, as it is in the mauufcript of 
Pigalelta. 1 lie draught is far from exaft; but the geographers of the lixteenth century have felt ns 
notlung better, as may be feen by the geography oi Hdilelius, The bay of which Pigalelta fpeaks, 
is rulleffion Bay. 

t Cape of Ptiffeffion. § Firft Gut. 

I Say. ^ Second Gut. 

*' ^ °ft ihe fouth-caft is that near Cape Monmouth,, called Detroit Suppofe, in the chart 

of M. de Bougainville, 

fet 
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fet fail immediately, under prefs of canvas, not choofing to wait for the fecond, 
which the pilot wifhed to leave behind, as he had intention to avail himfelf of the 
darknefs of the night to retrace his courfe, and return to Spam by the fame way we 
came* 

This pilot was Emanuel Gomez, who hated Magellan, for the foie reafon that, 
when he came to Spain to lay his projeft before the Emperor of proceeding to the 
Moluccas by a weftern pafiage, Gomez himfelf had requefted, and was on the point 
of obtaining, fome caravellas for an expedition of which he would have had the com¬ 
mand, This expedition had for its object to make new difcoveries ; but the arrival 
of Magellan prevented his requefl from being complied with, and he could only obtain 
the fubaltem foliation of pilot; what, however, no lefs ferved to increafe his irritation, 
was the reflection of his ferving under a Portuguese. In the courfe of the night he con- 
fpired with the other Spaniards on board the fhip* They put in irons, and even wounded 
the captain, Alvaro de Mefchita, the eoufm-german of the captain-general, and carried 
him thus to Spain. They reckoned likewife on tranfporting thither one of the two 
giants we had taken, and who was on board their ftiip ; but we learnt, on our return, 
that he died on approaching the equinoflial line, unable to bear the heat of the 
tropical regions. 

The veflel, the Conception, which could not keep up with the Sant Antonio, con¬ 
tinued to cruize in the channel to await its return, but in vain. 

We, with the two other veflels, entered the remaining channel, on the fouth-weft; 
and, continuing our courfe, came to a river which we called Sardine river *, oh 
account of the vaft number of the filh of this denomination we found in it* We 
anchored here to wait for the two other fbips, and remained in the river four days; 
but in the interim we difpatched a boat, well manned, to reconnoitre the cape of this 
channel, which promifed to terminate in another fea* On the third day the failors 
font on this expedition returned, and announced their having feen the cape where the 
ftrait ended, and with it a great fea, that is to fay, the ocean. We wept for joy : 
this cape was denominated II Capo Defeado (Wilhed for Cape) for in truth we had 
long wiflbed to fee itf. 

We returned to join the two other veflels of the fquadron, and found the Con¬ 
ception alone. On enquiring of the pilot, Johan Serano, what had become of the 
other veffel, we learnt that he conceived it to be loft, as he had not once feen it fmee 
he entered the channel. The captain-general then ordered it to be fought for every 
where, but efpecially in the channel into which it had penetrated. He font back the 
Vktoria to the mouth of the ftrait, with directions, if they fhould not find it, to faoifl a 
ftandard on fome eminent fpot f at the foot of which, in a final! pot, fliould be placed 
a letter, pointing out the courfe the captain-general would take, in order to enable the 
miffing Chip to follow the fquadron. This mode of communication, in cafe of a 
divifion, was concerted at the inftant of our departure* Two other fignals were 
hoifted in the fame manner on eminent fites in the firft bay, and on a fmall ifland of 

* Later navigators make no mention of the river of Sardines, which probably defeends from the 
mountains of Terra del Fucgo. They do not either notice the great abundance of Sardines alluded to by 
our author* but this is not aftomfhing, for thefe £fh on their migrations remain but a fhort time at one 
place. 

^ II Capo Defeado forms the wedern extremity of the foutheru coaft, along which the boat fleered; 
but the fhips coafled clofe to the northern fhore, and left America at Cape Victoria, fo called from the 
ihip which hrft doubled it, and which was the only one that returned to Europe. 

^ The mountain catled by M. de Bougainville Pere Ay moo. 
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the third bay *, on which we faw a number of fea-wolves and birds. The captain- 
general, with the Conception, awaited the return of the Victory, near the river of 
Sardines, and erefted a crofs on a fmall ifland, at the foot of two mountains, covered 
with fnow, where the river had its fource. 

Had we not difcovered this ftrait, leading from one fea to the other, it was the 
intention of the captain-general to continue his courfe towards the fouth, as high 
as feventy-five degrees, where in fummer there is no night, or very little, as 
In winter there is fcarcely any day. While we were in the ftrait, in the month of 
Oftober, there were but three hours night. 

The fhore in this ftrait, which, on the left, turns to the fouth-eaft, is low. We 
called it the Strait of the Patagonians f. At every half league it contains a fife port, 
with excellent water, cedar-wood, fardines, and a great abundance of ftiell-fifh. 
There were here alfo fome vegetables, part of them of bitter tafte, but others fit to 
eat, efpecially a fpecies of fweet celery which grows on the margin of fprings, and 
which, for want of other, ferved us for food. In fhort, I do not think the world 
contains a better ftrait than this. 

At the very inftant of our launching into the ocean we witneffed a Angular chace, 
of fifli, purfued by others. There are three fpecies, that is to fay, dorados, albicores 
andbonitos, which purfue the fifli called colondrins, a kind of flying-fifli §. Thefe, 
when followed clofe, iffue from the water, extend their fins, of fufficient length to 
ferve them as wings, and fly the diftance of a crofs-bow’s fliot; after this they return 
into the water. In the mean time their enemies, directed by the fliadow of them, 
continue the purfuit, and inftantly as they re-enter the water, make them their prey. 
Thefe flying-fifli are upwards of a foot in length, and are excellent eating. 

During the voyage I talked with the Patagonian giant on board our fliip, and by 
means of a fpecies of pantomime, enquired of him the Patagonian name of a number 
of objects, and was thus enabled to form a fmall vocabulary. He had accuftomed 
himfelf fo perfectly to this pra&ice, that no fooner did he fee me take my pen in 
hand, than lie came immediately to tell the name of the different things before him, 
and of what was paffing. Among other things he ihewed us the manner of kindling- 
fire in his country} that is to fay, by rubbing one piece of pointed wood againft 
another, until fire catches to a kind of pi':n of a tree, placed between the two pieces 
of wood. One day when 1 fliewed him and kiffed the crofs, he gave me to underftand 
by his geftures that Setebos would enter into my body, and caufe me to burft. When 
at death's door, on his laft illnefs, he called for the crofs, which he kiffed ; he alfo 
begged to be baptifed, which was done; he receiving the name of Paul. 

* The ifle of Lbns. __ , 

This ftrait, it is needlefs to mention, afterwards received the name of Magellan, from that navigator. 

£ Apium dulce* Cook alfo found this vegetable here, as well as abundance of feurvy-grafs $ and, 
owing to the plenteoufnefs of antiscorbutic vegetables, deemed the paflage of the ikah preferable to that 
round Cape Horn. (Firft Voy^book ill.} 

j Trigla volitans, Linn* Perhaps the fifh alluded to by the author is the Exocetua volitans* 
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BOOK II. 

Departure from the Strait, and thence to the Death of Captain Magellan , and our 

teaming Zubu. 

ON Wednefday, 28 th November, we left the ftrait, and entered the ocean to which 
we afterwards gave the denomination of Pacific* * * § and in which we failed the fpace or 
three months and twenty days, without tailing any freih provifions. The bucuit we 
were eating no longer 1 deferved the name of bread \ it was nothing but dull* and 
worms which had confumed the fubilance* and what is more, it Imelled mtolerab y, 
being impregnated with the urine of mice* The water we were obliged to drink was 
equally putrid and offenfive. We were even fo far reduced* that we might not die ot 
hunger* to eat pieces of the leather with which the main-yard was covered to prevent 
it from wearing the rope- Thefe pieces of leather, constantly expoied to the water, 
fun, and wind, were fo hard that they required being leaked four or hire days in the 
fea in order to render them 1 upple; after this we broiled them to eat* r requently 
indeed we were obliged to fubfift on faw-duft, and even mice, a food fo diigulhng* 
were fought after with Inch avidity that they fold for half a ducat a piece ^ 

Nor was this all, our greateft misfortune was being attacked by a malady in which 
the gums fwelled fo as to hide the teeth, as well in the upper as the lower jaw, 
whence thoi’e affefted thus were incapable of chewing their food t- ^ Nineteen or our 
number died of this complaint, among whom was the Patagonian giant, and a 
Brazilian, whom we had brought with us from his own country, Befides thoie who 
died, we had from twenty-five to thirty Tailors ill, who fuffered dreadful pains m their 
arms, legs, and other parts of the body; but_ thefe all of them recovered* As for 
myfelf, I cannot be too grateful to God for the continued health I enjoyed ; though 
furxounded with fick 1 experienced not the flighted illnefs. 

In the courfe of thefe three months and twenty days we travened nearly four 
thoufand leagues in the Ocean denominated by us Pacific, on account of our not having 
experienced throughout the whole of this period any the lead tempefluous weather 
We did not either in this whole length of time difeover any land, except two defert 
iflands ; on thefe we law nothing but birds and trees* for which reafon we named them 
Las Mas Defdichados (the Unfortunate lilands.) We found no bottom along their 
fhores, and faw no fifli but /harks. The two iflands are two hundred leagues apart. The 
firfi lies in latitude fifteen degrees fouth, the fecond in latitude nine degrees §. From 

* It ia no uncommon tiling for failors, from hunger, to be obliged to eat mice, or even leather- In 1540, 
a monfe on board the fquadron of Pizarro fold for four crowns* The crews ot Bougainville (tom. u. 
P* I 7^0 Cook, (Third Voyage, b. 1. p, 28.) were fain to eat leather. 

*(■ EifeCts of the Scurvy. 

i Quiros, Bougainville, and Cook afiuredly were not equally fortunate* 

§ Pigafetta doe® not prefent us with fuffiqrcnt documents to determine exactly poiitioh of Las IlJIas 
Defdichados* Our mantifeript merely points out the one to lay north* we It of the other* But irom his 
■narrative, allowing it to be correct, they belong to the Society Iflands, north and north-cab or Otaheitc ; 
for Pigafetta fays that on leaving the (trait they failed north-well by well 5 after wards north ^weil to the 
equlnodlial line, which t hey pafled, one hundred and twenty two degrees well from the line of demarcation, 
that is to fay, in one hundred and fifty-two degrees well from the firfi meridian. Now, if nom this point 
we trace a line from north-weft to fouth-eaft, it will pafs between the Society Iflands on the north, and 
Otaheite on tbeeaft. On this line therefore fhould the Unfortunate Iflands lie Jaillot and Noun have 
confequently placed them out of their true geographical fite, It is not improperly, however, that they 
have given them the names, one of St.Peter, and the other of Tibuvon, for the anonymous Portuguefe gives 
them the fame names. The Tranlylvanian fays, our navigator flayed here two days to fifli* 
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the run of our fhip, as eftimated by the log, we traverfcd a fpace of from fixty to 
feventy leagues a day; and if God and his Holy Mother had not granted us a fortunate 
voyage, we Ihould all have perilhed of hunger in fo vaft a fca. 1 do not think that 
any one for the future will venture upon a fimilar voyage *. 

If, on leaving the limits, we had continued a weftem courfe under the fame parallel, 
we fliould have made the tour of the world ; and without feeing any land (hould have 
returned by Wifhed-for- Cape (II Capo Defeado), to the cape of the Eleven Thou land 
Virgins, both of which are in latitude fifty-two degrees fouth. 

The antarctic has not the fame ftars as the arftic pole; but here are feen two clufters 
of fmall nebulous ftars, which look like finall clouds, and are but little diflant the one 
from the other f. In midll of thefe clufters of fmall ftars two are difUnguifhed 
very large and very brilliant, but of which the motion is fcarcely apparent: thefe indi¬ 
cate the antarttic pole. Though the needle declined fomewhat from the north pole, 
it yet ofcillated towards it, but not with equal 1 force as in the northern hemifphere. 
When out at fea, the captain-general diretled the courfe the pilots fhould fteer, and 
enquired how they J pointed. They unanimoufly replied they bore in that direQion 
he ordered them: he then informed them that their courfe was wrong, and direfted 
them to correfl; the needle, becaufe, being in the fouthern, it had not an equal power to 
defignate the true north as in the northern hemifphere. When in mid ft of the ocean 
we difcovered, in the weft, five ftars of great brilliancy, in form of a crofs [f. 

We fleered north-weft by weft till we reached the equinoctial line in one hun¬ 
dred and twenty-two degrees of longitude, weft of the line of demarcation §. This 
line is thirty degrees weft of the meridian and three degrees weft of Cape Verd. 

In our courfe we coafted along two very lofty iflands, one of which in latitude twenty 
degrees fouth, the other in fifteen degrees fouth. The fir ft is called Cipangu, the 
fecond Sumbdit Pradit **. 

After 

* Fifty years dap fed before another navigator made the circuit of the globe. Drake in 1578 was the 
fir ft, after Magellan, who crofted this fea* 

i" ^ ue nubecule, that is to fay, two clufters of ftars, arc marked by aftronomers at the fuuthern pole : 
one of thefe is above the other below the hydra* Near the pole feveral ftars are feen which form the con- 
ftellation the o&ant \ but as thefe ftars are of the fifth or fixth magnitude, the two large and brilliant flam 
mentioned by Pigafetta muft be the y and 0 of the hydra. 

b I How they pointed by the compafs, in what direction they fteered. To cartel the needle^ is to add or 
diminifh the degrees of its variation, that the compafs may point to the true north. 

|[ Dante (Purgat* lib. i.) fpcaks of this crofs in thefe verfes: 

I mi volfi a man deftra, e pofi mente 
A IP alt ro polo, e vidi quattro ttcile 
Non vifte mai fuorche alia prima gente, 

Goder pareva il ciel di lor fiammelle. 

Oh 1 fettentrional vedovo fito, 

Poiche private fei di mirar quelle. 

5 An imaginary line which, feparating the globe into two hemifpheres, divided the conquefts of Por¬ 
tugal from thofe of the Spaniards according to the bull of Pope Alexander VI. See the Introduction* 
parag* V. 

H Id eft, the firft meridian. 

Cipangu is Japan ; it bears this name on the globe of Beharm, on which it is termed the richeft 
ifiand of the call. Sumbdit-Pradit is perhaps the Antiilia of the fame globe, called alio Septe Ritade. 
But on this globe thefe two iflands are in the northern hemifphere, one in twenty degrees, the other m 
twenty-four degrees. Rimufio (tom. b tav. 3.) places Cipangu in twenty five degrees, but in chart 19. 
of Urban Monti I find Sumbdit in latitude nine degrees fouth. DeUfle, on what authority I know not, 
places them in 1 even teen degrees and twenty degrees fouth. It mu ft, however, be obferved, that Riga Felt a 
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After we had crofted the line we fleered weft-by-north. We then ran two hundred 
leagues towards the weft ^ when, changing our courfs again, we ran weft by-louth until 
in die latitude of thirteen degrees north* ; we milted by this courfe to reach Cape 
Gatticara which cofmographers have placed in this latitude, but they are miftaken, this 
cape lying twelve degrees more towards the north. They muft, however, be excufed 
the error in their plan, as they have not like us had the advantage of vifiting thefe 

parts t- . . . i . 

When we had run feventy leagues in this direction and were in latitude twelve 

degrees north, longitude one hundred and forty- fix degrees, on Wednefday the 6th of 
March we difcovered in the north-weft a fmall iiland, and afterwards two others in the 
fouth-weft. The firft was more lofty and larger than the other two. The captain- 
general meant to ftop at the largeft to victual and refrefh J ; but this was rendered im- 
poffible, as the iflanders came on board our fhips, and ftole, firft one thing and then 
another, without our being able to prevent them. They invited us to take in our 
fails and come on ftiore, and even had the addrefs to fteal the fluff which hung aftern 
of our veffel. Exafperated at length, our captain landed with forty men, burnt 
forty or fifty of their houfes, and feveral of their boats, and killed feven of the people. 
By afting thus he recovered his fluff; but he did not deem it prudent to ftop any 
longer after fuch acts of hoftility. We therefore continued our courfe in the fame 
direction as before. 

On our entering the boats to land and punifli the iflanders, our fick people befought 
us, if any of them fhould chance to be killed, to bring them their inteftines, perfuaded 
that they would foon effect their cure. 

When our people wounded any of the iflanders with their arrows, (of which weapon 
they had no conception,) and chanced to pierce them through, the unfortunate fuf- 
ferers endeavoured to draw out thefe arrows from their bodies, now by one end, now 
by another; after which they looked at them with aftonifliment, and fometirnes died 


does not mention having touched at the iflands, but that he coafted at a fhort diftance along them j that is 
to fay, what he fancied to be Cipangu and Sumbdit ; and which he might conceive the iflands he faw to be, 
from Marco Polo having publiftied that Cipangu was the rooft eaftern ifland of the Indian feas ; and what he 
terms Cipangn being the firft he faw coming from the weft. On his return to Spain (book 4*), he fpeaks 
of Sumbdit-Pradit as an ifland fituate near the coaft of China. 

* Prom thefe data ic is that I have pointed out on the chart the run of the fquadron from the ftralt to 
the Ladrones iflands- I drew a line in a direction north-weft by weft from Lape Viftory towards the 
equator. Afterwards, leaving the equator stone hundred and twenty-two degrees from the line of demar¬ 
cation, I traced a line to meet the former, running from north-weft to fouth-eaft, and forming with it an 
obtufe angle, where the fquadron changed its courfe. North of the equator 1 drew a line running weft-by- 
noTthj about eight hundred miles, to thirteen degrees of latitude north, and thence to the Ladrones iflands, 
I am well aware that the degrees of longitude being inexadf, the reft muft be very uncertain ; but the 
courfe traced prefents no difficulty, and feems to have a foundation. The track laid down as purfued 
by Magellan by other geographers is purely ideal. 

f Cape Cattigara, which our author terms Gatticara, was placed by Ptolemy in one hundred and eighty 
degrees of longitude from the Canary iflands, and fouth of the equator, but Magellan knew very well that 
it was on the north ; it is in fact in eight degrees twenty feven minutes north : in confeqitence, before he 
reached this cape he imagined he muft fall in with the Molucca iflands. The modern name of this point 
is CapeCamorin. Vefpucci was ftill more in error as to its latitude ; for he mlftook for it a weftern cape 
of the continent, to which he gave this name, (Bartolozzi, loc. cit.) 

J This ifland, at which Magellan touched, is probably the ifland Guahan which Maximilian the Tranfyl- 
vs man terms Ivagana It may be the Ifland Rota, on which George Menriquez, captain of a veil'd in the 
fleet of Loaifa, (who in 15*6 went from Peru to the Mariana Iflands,) found Gonfalvo de Vigo, one of the 
failure of Magellan, who had voluntarily fettled here ; but again, this Vigo might have paffed hither from 
Guahan, (Debrofles, tom, L p 4 156.) 

Of 
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of their wounds, a circumftance that did not fail to excite our pity. Still, when they 
faw us about to depart, they followed us with more than a hundred canoes, and fhewed 
us fifli as if difpofed to fell it; but when near us they pelted us with Hones, and took 
to flight. We failed through the midft of them under full fail, but they avoided our 
velfels with much dexterity. We likewife faw in their boats, crying and tearing their 
hair, fotne women, whofe hufbands probably had been killed. 

Thefe people are ignorant of any law, and are guided merely by their inclinations. 
They have no king, nor any chief; adore no Being or image, and go naked. Some 
among them have a long beard, and black hair, tied over the forehead and hanging 
down to the girdle. They likewife wear fmall hats made of palm. They are of 
good fize and well built. Their complexion is an olive brown, but we were told they 
are born fair, and become dark as they increafe in years. They poffefs the art of ftain- 
ing their teeth red and black, which with them is a mark of beauty *. The women 
are pretty, of handfome fliape, and lefs dark than the men. Their hair is very black, 
fleek, and hangs to the ground. They go naked like the men, except their privities, 
which they cover with a very narrow ftrip of cloth, or rather of the inner bark of the 
palm-tree. Their whole employment is in their houfes, in making mats and bafkets of 
the leaves of the palm-tree, and in other fimilar works. Both men and women anoint 
their hair, and the whole of the body, with the oil of the cocoa-nut and fefeli f. 

Thefe people live on buds, flying-filh, potatoes, a fort of figs half a foot long f, 
fugar-canes and other fimilar productions. Their houfes are of wood covered with 
planks, over which leaves of their fig-trees four feet in length are fpread §. They 
have tolerably decent rooms, with rafters and window frames; and their beds are 
pretty foft, being made of very fine matting of the palm-tree laid upon ftraw. Their 
only arms are a lance tipped with pointed fiih-bone. The inhabitants of thefe iflands 
are poor, but very dextrous, and above all at thieving; for this reafon we gave the 
name De los Ladrones [| to the iflands. 

Their chief amufement confifts in failing about with their wives in canoes fimilar to 
the gondolas of Fufine near Venice ^]~, but they are ftill more narrow; all of them are 
painted, either black, white, or red. The fail is made of the leaves of the palm-tree 
fewed together, and has the lhape of a latine fail. It is always placed on one fide j and 
on the oppofitefide, to form an equipoife to the fail, they fallen a large wooden log, 
pointed at one end, with poles laid acrofs and fixed in it, which keeps the boat fteady **, 
and admits of their failing without apprehenfion ; their rudder refembles a baker’s 
fhovel, that is to fay, it confifts of a pole fattened into a plank. They make no differ¬ 
ence between head and ftern, as they have a rudder at each end. They are excellent 
fwimmers, and have as little fear of the fea as dolphins ft* 

* The cuflom of blackening the teeth Hill prevails in the Pelew Iflands adjoining to thofe of Mariana. 
Their inhabitants form a kind of pafte from certain herbs, which they apply to the teeth for feme days 
for this purpofe {Keate, an Account of the Pekw Iflands, p 3 14.) 

t A fpecies of fmall oily grain, very common in China, ihe Ruphamis oldfer finenfis, Linn. 
t Thefe figs arc bananas, or the fruit of the mu<a (mufa pifang, Linn.), In future I fhall always ufe 
the term banana In ftead of fig, which Is that the author has employed* 

J Such are the leaves of the hanam'er, 

|| Theywere afterwards called Las Iflas de las Velas, from the number of fails continally palling ; and 
In the time of Philip IV* of Spain they were called the Marianas, in honour of Marla of Auftria,lm Queen, 
Noort observes that, even in his time, they well deferved they name of the iflands. 

If Small long gondolas extremely narrow, ufed between Fufine and Venice. 

** Anion and Cook faw veflels navigated by the individuals of the fouth fleas of the firu&ure and plan 
here deferibed, and much commend the ingenuity of the contrivance 

ft On this account is it, perhaps^ that an Aland contiguous to the Mariana Iflands is denominated the 
Ifland of Swimmers. f , t , 

They 
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They were fo much aftoniflied at the fight of us, that we had reafon to believe they 
had never feen any other than the inhabitants of their own ifiand. 

The 16th of March, at funrife, we found ourfelves near an elevated land, three hun¬ 
dred leagues from the illands De los Ladrones* We foon difcovered it to be an ifiand* 
It is called Zamal Behind this ifiand is another not inhabited, and we afterwards 
learnt that its name is Humunu f- Here the captain-general refolved on landing the 
next day to (ake in water in greater fccurity, and take fome reft after fo long and 
tedious a voyage* Here likewife he caufed two tents to be erefted for the fick, and 
ordered a low to be killed }• 

On Monday the 18th, in the afternoon, we fawabark with nine men making towards 
us. The captain-general hereupon iffued orders that none fhould make the leaf!: mo¬ 
tion, or utter a Angle word without his leave. When they had landed, the chief of the 
party addrefled our commander, and teflified by figns the pleafure he experienced on 
feeing us. Four of the befl drefl: remained with us j the refidue went to fetch their 
companions, who were billing, and returned with them. 

The captain, feeing them fo peaceable, placed food before them, and at the fame 
time offered them fome red caps, fmall looking-glaffes, combs, bells, boccaflins ivory 
trinkets, and other fimilar articles* The ifianders, delighted with the kindnefs of the 
captain, prefented him fifli, a vafe full of palm-wine, which they call uraca, bananas 
more than a fpan long, with others of a final ler fize and fuperior flavour, and two 
cocoa-nuts [|* They figniiied at the fame time by their geltures, that they had nothing 
elfe to offer us at that time, but that in four days they would return, and bring us 
rice, which they call umai, cocoa-nuts, and other provision. 

Cocoa-nuts are the fruit of a fpecies of palm-tree, which fumifhes them with their 
fubftkute for bread, with wine, oil, and vinegar* In order to obtain wine they make 
an mcifion at the top of the palm-tree, penetrating to the pith of the tree, from which 
drops a liquor refembling white muft, but which is rather tart* This liquor is caught 
in the hollow of a reed the thicknefs of a man’s leg, which is fufpended to the tree, and 
which is carefully emptied twice a day, at morning and night. The fruit of this palm- 
tree is of the fi ze of a man’s head, and fotnerimes larger* Its outward rind is green, 
and two fingers thick: it is compofed of filaments of which they make cordage for 
their boats* Beneath the outward rind is a Ihell much harder and thicker than that of 
the walnut. This fliell they burn, and referve for making into a powder which they 
ufe. Within, the fhell is lined with a white kernel about as thick as a finger, which is 
eaten in lieu of bread with meat and fifli* In the center of the nut, encircled by the 
kernel, afweetand limpid liquor is found, of a corroborative nature* After pouring 
this liquor into a glafs, if it be (offered to (land. It aflumes the confidence of an apple* To 
obtain an oil, the kernel and the liquor are left to ferment; they are afterwards boiled, 
and yield an oil as thick as butter*. To obtain vinegar, the liquor Itfelf is expofed to the 
fun, and the acid which rcfults from it refembles that vinegar we make from white wine. 

* In more modern charts it is called Samar; and it is actually fituate about fifteen degrees, which make 
fome what lefs than three hundred fea leagues weft of Guahan. L’Abbc Frev6t, (Hift. Gen, de Voy, 
tome x. p, iy8-) trolling to the extract of Fabre, makes Samar no more than thirty leagues from the 
L iar ra n as 

T Huinimu. afterwards called the Enchanted Ifiand, (Hid, Gen, de Voy* tome xv. p, 198.) is fituate 
near Cape Guigau in the ifiand Samur. 

± He, no doubt, obtained this fow at the iflands De foe Ladrones, where all modern navigators have met 
with hogs, (Debrofles, tome i. p*55-} 

§ Boccaflins are a fort of linen formerly much in ufe. 

II Cocos nuctfera, Linn, We have in our mufeum feveral fpeclmens of the fruit of the cocoa-tree* fome 
of which exceed in flax a manVhead, others have a rind compofed of filaments. 


We 
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We likewife made a beverage which refembled goat’s milk *, by rafping the nut, mixing 
it with the liquor, and ftraining the liquor through a cloth. The cocoa-trees refembie 
thofe palm-trees which produce dates f, but their trunks, without being very finooth, 
have not fo large u number of knots. A family of tenperfons might be fupported from 
two cocoa-trees, by alternately tapping each every week, and letting the other reft, that 
a perpetual drainage of liquor may not kill the tree. We were told that a cocoa-tree 
lives a century* 

The iflanders became very familiar with us, by which means we were enabled to 
learn from them the names of many things, especially furrounding objefts* Frorm 
them alfo we learnt that their illand, which is not very large, is called Zuluan. They 
were polite and well,behaved. Out of friendffiip towards our captain they took him* 
in their canoes to the warehoufes where they kept their merchandize, cloves, for ex¬ 
ample, cinnamon, pepper, nutmegs, mace gold, he. &c. j and by figns informed us 
that the countries towards which we directed our cotirfe produced thefe articles in 
abundance. The captain-general in return invited them on board his vcfiel, where 
he fpread before them whatever by its novelty was likely to fix their attention. At 
the inftant they were about to depart he caufed a bombard to be fired, whichiftrangely 
frightened them, fo much indeed that they were on the point of throwing thenifeives 
Into the fea in order to getaway ; but, with little difficulty, we fucceeded in perfuading 
them that they had no caufe for apprehenfion, and they left us at length tranquillized, 
and with courtefy allured us, as they had promiled before, that they would return 
immediately. The defert illand on which we had landed was called Humuna by the 
iflanders; but we gave it the name of Acquada degli Buoni Signal] (the Watering-place 
of Good Promife), on account of our finding here two fountains of excellent water, 
and the firft indices of gold in this country. Here alfo white coral is found y and 
there are fame trees, the fruit of which,fmaller than our almonds, refembie the kernel 
of the pine cone§. Many kinds of palm are likewife feen, feme of which yield fruit 
good to eat, while others produce none* 

Perceiving around us a.number of iflands on the fifth Sunday of Lent, which alfo 
is the feaft of St. Lazarus, we called the archipelago by the name of that faint ||» It 
lies in ten degrees of north latitude, and one hundred and fixty-one degrees ol longitude 
from the line of demarcation ^f 7 . 

On Friday, the 22d of the month, the iflanders kept-their word, and came with two 
canoes full of cocoa-nuts, oranges, a pitcher-full of palm-wine, and a cock, in order 
to fliew us that they had poultry* We bought the whole of what they brought us. 
Their chief was an old man j his* face was painted and he wore pendants in his ears, 

* In t 684a tnrffionary tanght Cowley to make a milkoficocoa in this manner, which he found excellent^ 
DcbroJFes, tome xi. p. yy. ) 

f Phoenix du&ylifera, Linn. 

t Gttr author-calls it matia k k the feccud rind.of the nutmeg, v/hfch has four: it is mucftVm requefi 
for its aiomane take. Mack officina. Linn, 

$ Poflibly the piftachio tree (Piftacia terebinthus. Linn*) 

II They afterwards received the name of the Philippines, from Philip of Auftria, the fon cf-Chsites V. 

^ The Philippines are lit via te between -2 z 5 and 233 degrees of the it! and of Ferro \ coiifequently 
between 19c and 205 degrees of the line of demarcation, as is feen on the general chart. This archipe- 
lago.isnot therefore in degrees of longitude from this line. I am ignorant whether in determining 
the longitude Magellan and his aftrologer San Martino really gave that they computed/or whether they 
merely dated it thus that they might comprife the Moluccas within the 180 degrees. It is however certain 
char before Dampier there was an error m the. computations of the longitude of 25 degrees. See JJe- 
broiles, tome it, p, 

The, 
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The people in his fuite wore bracelets of gold on their arms, and handkerchiefs round 
their heads. 

We laid eight days off this Ifland, and the captain every day went on fhore to vifit 
the fick, taking with him the wine of the cocoa-tree, which was highly ferviceable to 
them. 

The inhabitants of the iflands contiguous to that at which we were, had fuch large 
holes in their ears, and the ends of them were drawn down fo much, that one might 
thruft an arm through the orifice 

Thefe people are Caffres, that is to fay Gentiles f. They go naked, merely wearing 
n piece of the bark of a tree to hide their privities, which foine of their chiefs cover 
with a girdle of cotton cloth, embroidered with filk at the two extremities. They are 
of an olive colour, and generally pretty plump, "1 hey tatoo themfelves, and greafe 
the body all over with the oil of the cocoa-tree and gengeli, in order, they fay, to pre¬ 
fer ve themfelves from the fun and wind. They have black hair, of inch length it 
reaches to their waifl. Their arms are cutlaffes, bucklers, clubs, and lances, adorned 
with gold. The fiflnng mftriiments they ufe are darts, harpoons, and nets made nearly 
in the fame manner as ours- Their boats likewife referable thofe in ufe with us. 

On Holy Monday, 25th March, I was in the moft imminent danger. We were 
about to fet fail, and I was intent on fifhing: being about to place myfelf for greater 
convenience on a yard wetted by the rain, my foot flipped, and I fell into the fea with¬ 
out being perceived. Fortunately a rope, belonging to one of the iails, which was 
hanging in the water, prefented itfelf within my grafp; I feized it and holloed with 
all my might, till I was heard, and the ikzff was fent round to relieve me from peril. 
My falvation was certainly not to be attributed ro my individual merit, but to the mer¬ 
ciful prote&ion of the Holy Virgin. 

We left the ifiand the fame day, and fleered weft-fouth-weft between four iflands 
called Cenalo, Huinangan, Ibulfon, and Abarien, 

On Thurfday, 28 th March, having diftinguifhed fire during the night on an ill and 
near us, we fleered for it in the morning, and when but little diftant faw a fmall 
bark, called a boloto, with eight men in it, making for our veffel. The captain had a 
flave on board, a native of Sumatra, anciently called Tapobrana|: we endeavoured 
to converfe with the inhabitants by his means, and found they comprehended his 
language §* They came to within a fhort diftance of us, but would not come on 
board, and feemed even to be fearful of approaching us too clofely* The captain, 
feeing their miftruft, threw into the fea a red cap and fome other trifles, attached to 
a plank. They took it, and feemed greatly pleafed, but immediately after departed ; 
we afterwards learnt that they haftened to make their King acquainted with our arrival. 

* All navigators (peak of the large ears of newly difeovered people. In other parts the author relates 
on this fubjeft matters which are fabulous. 

t After the Mongols had made themfelves mailers of India thefe countries were inhabited by two 
different nations, that is to fay, Moors and the indigenous race, which latter our author denominates 
fometimes Caffres and fometimes Gentiles, The Moors obtained this name from their being Mahometans 
like the Moors of Spain. The two nations continue mingled in moft of the iflands, in many inftances 
fubjeift to Europeans; but the Gentiles daily decreafe in population and power, and now inhabit little 
die than the mountains. (Sonnerat, Voyage aux lades, tome i* p* 35.) The Moors have equally over¬ 
powered and Idfened the number of the natives in the centre of Africa. ^Mungo Park, Travels in 
Africa*) 

J The Taprobana of the ancients is the Aland of Ceylon, and not Sumatra. 

£ From the Philippines to Malacca the Malay tongue is univerfally fpokeu. It is therefore by no 
means aftonifhing an inhabitant of Sumatra ftiould be uaderitood in the Philippine Iflands. 
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Two hours after we faw two balanghais proceeding towards os (for thus do they 
call their large boats), which were full of people. The King was in the largeft, under 
& fort of canopy formed of matting. When the King came near enough to our 
veifel the Have of the captain fpoke to him, and was under flood, for the monarchs 
of thefe iflands i'peak feveral languages. He ordered fame of the men who accom¬ 
panied him to go on board the Jhip, but himfelf remained in his balanghay; and as 
foon as his people returned he took his departure. 

The captain gave a very kind reception to thofe who came on board, and made them 
prcfents. The King, informed of this, was defirous before he parted of prefenting 
the captain in return with an ingot of gold and a balket full of ginger; but he refilled 
the prefen t, exprefling thanks for his civility. Towards the evening the fquadron 
anchored near the King’s houfe. 

The next day the captain fent the Have on fliore, who ferved him as an interpreter* 
to tell the King if he would furnifh us with provifions we would pay him liberally; 
affurmg him at th? fame time that we had not come with any hoftile intention againfl 
him, but as friends. Upon this the King himfelf came on board in our boat, with fix or 
eight of his chief fubjefts. He embraced our captain, and prefented him with three vafes 
of porcelain full of rice, and covered with leaves, two pretty large dorados, and fome 
other articles* The captain in turn offered him a robe a la Turque, made of red and 
yellow cloth, and a fine red cap. He alfo made feveral prefents to the people who- 
accompanied him: to fome he gave mirrors, and to others knives. At length he 
caufed breakfaft to be ferved up, and direfled the Have who acted as interpreter to tell 
the King he wijfhed to live with him on brotherly terms, which feemed to afford him 
great pleafure. 

He afterwards fpreadout cloths of different colours before the King, linens, coral *, 
and other merchandize. He like wife fhewed him all our fire-arms, and the great guns; 
and even caufed feveral to be fired, the report of which created great conitemation in 
the inhabitants. He caufed one of us to be completely clothed in armour, and direfted 
three men to cut at him with fwords, and drive to ftab him, in order to fhew the King 
that nothing could affe£t a man armed after this fafhion; this occafiqned him great 
furprize, and turning towards the interpreter he oh ferved that a man fo guarded 
would be able to fight with a hundred : Yes/* replied the interpreter, in the name 

of the captain; “ and each of the three veffels has two hundred men armed in the 
fame manner.” He was afterwards allowed to examine feparately each dittinct piece 
of armour, and all our arms; and the men went through the different exercifes with 
them before him. 

After this the captain conducted him to the hind-cattle, or poop, and caufmg the 
chart and a compafs to be brought forward, he explained to him, through the 
interpreter, by what means he had discovered the ftrait which led to the fea in which 
we were, and how many moons he had patted at fea without fight of land. 

The King, aftonifhed at all he had feen and heard, took leave of the captain, befeech- 
ixig him in return to fend two of his people to view the curiofitiesof his country. For 
this purpofe the captain deputed me and another to accompany him on fhore. 

As foon as we landed the King raifed his hands up to heaven, and afterwards turned 
towards us; we, as well as all who accompanied us, then did the fame. The King 
then took me by the hand, and one of his chief people did the fame with my comrade, 

* Ramiffio fays knives (coltelli), which appears more likely; but our matiyfcnpt fays coralij and we 
know that navigators have oftentimes carried en a profitable traffic in corah 
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in which manner we repaired to a fort of flied formed of reeds, under wh>ch was a 
balanghay about fifty feet long refembling a galley. We feated ourfelves on the poop, 
and endeavoured by geftures to render ourfelves underflood, as we had no interpreter 
with us. Thofe in the fuite of the King encircled him round, Handing, and armed with 
fpears and bucklers. 

They now ferved up a difli of pork, with a large pitcher of wine. At every mouth¬ 
ful of meat we took a fpoonfui of wincj and when we did not wholly empty the fpoon, 
which feldom was the cafe, the refidue was poured into another pitcher. The ipoon 
from which the King drank was always covered, and no one but himfelf was fuffered 
to touch it. Previous to drinking, the King conftanrly raifed his hands to heaven be¬ 
fore he took the fpoon, afterwards turning them towards us; and on taking it with 
the right hand, extended his left clofed towards me, in fuch a manner that, on his firft 
ufmg this ceremony, I thought he was about to give me a blow with his fill; in this 
attitude he remained the whole time he was drinking perceiving that all the others 
imitated him in this I did the fame. In this manner we finilhed our repall, and I was 
unable to difpenfe with eating meat notwithllanding it happened to be on a Good- 
Friday. 

Before fupper I prefented feveral articles to the King, which I had brought with me 
for the purpofe; and at the fame time enquired of him the names of feveral things in 
bis language, which he was furprized to fee me write down. 

For fupper two large diihes of porcelain were fet before us, one containing rice, the 
other pork in the liquor in which it was boiled. At fupper the fame ceremony was 
obferved as at the collation. After fupper we repaired to the King’s palace, which 
refembled in form a hay-ftack. It was covered with the leaves of the bananier, and 
was fupported at fome height in the air by four large polls. So that we were obliged 
to ufe a ladder on afeending to it. 

When we had entered the palace the King caufed us to be feated on mats of reeds, 
with our legs acrofs like tailors. Half an hour afterwards a dilh of broiled fiih was 
brought in cut in flices, fome ginger frelh gathered, and wine. The King’s eldetl fon 
now coming in, he was directed to feat himfelf befide us. Two other dilhes were then 
ferved up, one of boiled fifh fwimming in its liquor, the other of rice, that we might 
eat with the heir apparent. My companion drank to excefs, and was intoxicated. 

Their candles are made of a kind of gum ”, which they call anime, and which is 
enveloped in the leaves of the palm or fig-tree. 

The King, after fignifying he was about to retire to reft, went away and left us with 
his fon, with whom we flept on a matting of reeds, our heads being fupported on 
pillows of leaves. 

The next day the King came to fee me in the morning, and taking me by the hand 
led me to the fpot where we flipped the preceding evening, that we might breakfafl 
there together; but as our boat had come for us, 1 excufed myfelf, and departed with 
my companion. The King was extremely good humoured; be kilfed our hands, and 
we kifled his in turn. 

His brother, who was King of another illand f, accompanied us, together with three 

* Rather a refill* 

t We fhall prcfently fee that the King? In queftion ruled over two countries on the eaflern coaft of 
Mindanao, one of which was called Butuan, the other Calayan. The firil has imhied its name, the 
fecond Is new called Caragaa. The King of liutuan was at the fame time King of Mdlfaiia* orMazzana, 
probably the LimafLva of Beilin* 


other 


figafetta's voyage round the world. 


33 l 

other perform The captain-general retained him to dinner, and made him a prefent 
of fcveral trifles. 

The King who accompanied us informed us that gold was found in his ifiand in 
lumps as large as a walnut, and even as an egg, mingled with earth j that they tiled a 
fieve for fifdng it; and that all his veifels, and even many of the ornaments of his 
houfe, were of this metal*. He was handfomely dreft in the fafhion of his country, 
and was the fineft man we faw among thefe people. His black hair fell down over 
his flioulders : his head was covered with a hi ken veil, and in his ears were two gold 
rings. From the waift to the knees he wore a tunic of cotton cloth embroidered with 
filk; at his fide was a fpecies of fword or dagger with a long golden hilt, and a 
wooden fcabbard of exquifite workmanflfip. On each of his teeth were three golden 
dotsf. fo placed one would have thought his teeth had been fattened with this metal. 
He was perfumed with ftorax and gum benjamin. His (kin was painted, but its ground 
colour was an olive. He refides generally in an ifiand, in which are the two countries 
of Butuan and Calagan \ ; but when the two Kings wifti to hold a conference they 
repair to the ifiand Malfana, at which we then were. The ftrfi; King is denominated 
Rajah Colambu, the other Rajah Siagu. 

On Eafter day, which fell on the laft day in March, the captain-general early in 
the morning fent our almoner on fhore with fome failors to make preparations for 
faying mafs ; and at the fame time he fent a mefiage by the interpreter to the King, to 
inform him that we fhould land on his ifland, not to dine with him, but to perform a 
religious ceremony : the King approved our intention, and at the time of fignifying fii$ 
pleafure fent us two hogs juft killed. 

We landed, fifty in number, not completely armed, but at the fame time armed 
and dreft in the beft manner poflible s at the inftant our boats touched the fhore fix 
guns were fired as a falute* We jumped on fhore, where the two Kings, who had 
come down to meet us at the water-fide embraced our captain, and placed him between 
them. We proceeded thus in an orderly manner to the fpot where mafs was to be 
faid, which was but a ihort diftance from the fea. 

Before niafs was faid the captain fprinkled the two Kings with fweet feented water. 
At the period of the oblation they kified the crofs as we did, but made no offering. 
On the elevation of the hoft they adored the eucharilt with joined hands, imitating us 
in all we did. At this inftant, upon fignal given, a general difeharge of artillery was 
fired from the (hips. After mafs feme of us received the communion; which effected, 
the captain exhibited a dance with fwords, with which the two Kings feemed much 
delighted. 

After this he caufed a large crofs to be brought, garrJfhed with nails and a crown 
of thorns, before which we proftrated ourfelves } and in this aflion were again imitated 

* Sonnerat (tonne it. p. 117.} likewife fpeaks of Mindanao as an ifland abounding in gold. On this 
account the Philippines have been thought to be the Ophir of Solomon, 

■J* Fabre and Ramulio fay that on every finger they wore three golden rings; but our manufirrfpt dif- 
tin&ly fays, ** in ogni dente haveva tre machie d^oro, che parevano fbfieno kgati con oro/' This will 
appear the Id's extraordinary, when it is known that in MacafTar, an ifland but; little diftant from the 
Philippine*, feme of the inhabitants have their teeth drawn in order to have golden teeth infer ted in their 
Head. (Hill, Gen. des Voyages tom. xv. p* 97.) A moke tit. And Hill the lefs extraordinary will it 
appear by reference to the voyage of difeovery m the Auftral Seas by Peron, a work which makes part 
of this Cohesion of Voyages. In Book VIXL mention is made of final! plates of filver being faftened* 
bv a maftic fo a&to he immoveable, to the front teeth of fome of the inhabitants of Timor. (Voy. de 
Dec. aux Terres Auft. tome l t p, x6x.) Ekg. Tr. 

| That i* to fay, Mindanao. 

by 


U V 2 


picafetta's voyage round the world. 

by the iflanders. The captain then told the two Kings, by means of the interpreter, 
that this crofs was the ftandard confided to him by the Emperor his mailer, to plant 
wherever he landed; and that in confequence he fliould ereft it on the ifland, to which 
this fymbol would moreover be aufpicious; as all European fhips which in future 
fliould vifit it would know, on feeing the crofs, that we had been received as friends, 
and would refrain from any violence to the perfons or property of their Jubje&s; 
and fliould any be taken prifoners, they would only have to make the fign of it to 
regain their liberty. He added that this crofs fliould be placed on the moll lofty fpot 
inthe neighbourhood, fo that every one might fee it, and that every morning it was to 
be worfhipped. To this he added further, that by following fuch advice neither florins 
or thunder would hereafter do them injury. The Kings, who gave implicit faith to 
a 1 !! the captain faid, thanked him, and allured him by means of the interpreter that they 
were perfeOly fatisfied, and would with pleafure do as he defired. 

He enquired what their religion, and whether they were Moors (’Mahometans) or 
Gentiles (Pagans) ? They replied that they adored no terreftrial objeft, but, raffing- 
their hands towards heaven, one Supreme Being only, whom they called Abba * ; which 
afforded much pleafure to our captain. The Rajah Colambu then, raifing his hands 
to heaven, expreffed his defire of {hewing him fome marks of his friendfhip. The 
interpreter having inquired of him wherefore provifions were fo fcarce, he anfwered 
that it was owing to that ifland not being the place of their refidence, but only a fpot 
to which he cafuallyreforted for hunting, or to hold intercourfe with his brother; and 
that he generally dwelt on another ifland where his family then was. 

The captain told the King that if he had any enemies he would willingly combine 
with him to combat them with all his veflels and warriors. The King anlwered that 
he was indeed at war with the inhabitants of two iflands; but that the prefent was not 
a fit time to attack them, and returned him thanks. In the afternoon we determined 
on erecting the crofs on the fummit of a mountain, and the feftival terminated with a 
difeharge of mufquetry,ourmen being formed into battalions; after this the King and 
the captain embraced, and we returned to our fhips. 

Dinner ended, we all landed, dreft merely in our jackets; and, accompanied by the two 
Kings we afeended the higheft mountain in the neighbourhood and there planted the 
crofs. In the interim the captain expatiated on the advantages which would accrue 
from it to the inhabitants. We all adored the crofs, and the Kings did the fame. As 
we came down the mountain we traverfed fome fields in culture, and proceeded to 
the fpot where the balanghay was, to which the Kings ordered refrefhinents to be 
brought. 

The captain-general had previoufly inquired which was the beft ports in the neigh¬ 
bourhood for obtaining provifions and for traffic, and learned there were three; to 
wit, Ceylon, Zubu, and Calagan t; but that the beft of thefe was Zubu; and as 
he refolved on failing thither, they offered him pilots for the purpofe. The ceremony 
of adoring the crofs being ended, the captain fixed upon the next day for our de¬ 
parture, and offered to leave an hoftage with the Kings to anfwer for the fafe return 
of the pilots, which they accepted. 

In the morning, when on the point of heaving anchor. King G'olambu caufed to be 
intimated to us that he would willingly himfelfferve us as a pilot, but that he was obliged 

* Id Hebrew and in Arabic Abba is father, 

■f Ceylon is the ifland Leyte, which Pigafetta has divided in twain, giving to the northern part the 
denomination Baybay, which is the name of a prart. Calagan is Caragua in the ifland Mindanao; and 
Zubu is the ifland Sebu of which copious mention wity be made* 
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to defer his departure for fome days in order to gather the harveft of rice and other 
produce of the earth: he at the fame time entreated the captain to lend him part of 
the crew in order to haften the conclufion of the harveft. The captain accordingly 
fern him fome men; but the Kings had eaten and drunk fo much the day before, that 
whether their health fuffered in confequence, whether they had not yet recovered from 
inebriety, they were unable to give any directions, and our men were confequently 
idle. The two fucceeding days they worked very hard, and completed what they had 
to do. 

We pafied feven days on this ifland ; in thecourfe of which we had full opportunity 
of noticing the manners and cuftoms of the people. The men go naked, merely 
covering their privities with a piece of cloth, and their bodies are painted. The 
women wear a petticoat made of the rind of a tree which defcends from their waift 
downwards. Their hair is black, and fometimes fo long as to reach to the ground. 
Their ears are bored, and adorned with rings and pendants of gold. They are great 
drinkers; and are conftantly chewing a fruit called areca*, which referable^ a pear : 
they cut it in quarters, and fold it in the leaves of the fame tree called betref, which 
refemble thofe of the mulberry, and mix with it a portion of lime : after well chewing 
it> they fpit out the mafticated fruit, &c. and their mouth is deeply reddened with the 
juice. There are none of thefe iflanders but chew this fruit of the betre, which, as 
they pretend, ferves to enliven them; I am even allured that were they to abftain from 
this practice they would die. The animals of this ifland are dogs, cats, hogs, goats, 
and fowls ; and of edible vegetables are found rice, millet, panicle, maize, cocoa-nuts, 
oranges, lemons, bananas, and ginger. Wax alfo is found on the ifland. 

Gold abounds, as is evident from two faffs to which I was witnefs. A man brought 
us a large bowl of rice and figs for which in exchange he demanded a knife. The cap¬ 
tain in lieu of a knife, offered him fome pieces of money, and among others a doubloon ; 
but he refufed the money and preferred the knife. Another offered a large ingot 
of maffive gold for fix firings of glafs beads ; but the captain forbade the bargain, left: 
the iflanders fhould thence comprehend that we placed a higher value on gold than on 
glafs and other merchandize. 

The iiland MafTana lies in latitude nine degrees forty minutes north, and in longitude 
one hundred and fixty-two degrees weft of the line of demarcation. It is twenty-five 
leagues diftant from the iiland Humunu J, 

We failed from this ifland on the 5th April 1521, and fleered - fouth-eaft, threading 
between five iflands called Ceylon, Bohol, Canigan, Baybay, and Gatigan§, In this 
laft we faw bats as large as eagles. One of them we killed and ate, and found it 
much refembled a fowl in tafte ||. Here alfo are pigeons, doves, parrots, and other 
birds, black and as large as fowls, which lay eggs eaqul in fize to thofe of the duck, and 
an excellent food. We were told that the female lays her eggs in the find, and that 

* The practice of chewing areca fareca catechu, Linn-) folded in leaves of betel kill fubfilts, 

■f This is betel. The bent fit derived from the life of betel with I fine, In countries fituate between the 
tropics, where the warmth and moifture of the atmofphere tend fo much to debilitate the human frame, 
is noticed with much difeernment by M. Pcron. (Voyage of Difc. to the Auflral Regions, chap. viii.; 
and chap, xx- fe&. 7.) Eng. Ttu 

t Limaflava is indeed in the latitude dated; but in the longitude* as elfe where, the error is con¬ 
fide rabk. 

4 Bohol retains its name, Candigan and Gatigan are found in old charts, and efptrially ia chart xviii. 
of Ui b no Monti, BeHin places thefe iflands in his map, but without names, 

JJ Vefpertillio Vampyrus, Linn. 

they 
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they are hatched by the heat of the fun. From MalTana to Gatigan the di fiance is 
twenty leagues. 

On leaving Gatigan we fteered weftward, and, as the King of Maflana was unable 
to keep pace with us in his pirogue, we waited for him near three iflands called Polo, 
Ticobon, and Pozon * : when he had overtaken us we caufed him, with fome of his 
attendants, to come on board our veifel, which greatiy pleafed him ; finally we arrived 
at the ifland Zubu. From Gatigan to Zubu, the dillance is fifteen leagues. 

On Sunday, 7til April, we entered the port of Zubu. We pafled by feveral villages, 
in which we faw houfes built upon trees. When near the town the captain ordered 
all our colours to be hoifted, and all our fails to be taken in; and a general falute was 
fired, which caufed great alarm among the iflanders. 

The captain then fent one of his pupils, with the interpreter, as ambaflador to the 
King of Zubu. On arriving at the town they found the King furrounded by an int- 
menfe concourfe of people alarmed at the noife occafioned by the difcharge of our 
bombards. The interpreter began with removing the apprehenfion of the monarch, 
informing him that this was a cuftom with us, and meant as a mark of refpefl; towards 
him, and as a token of friendihip and peace. Upon this affurance the fears of all 
were diflipated* 

The King enquired by his minifter what brought us to his ifland, and what we 
wanted. The interpreter anfwered that his mafter who commanded the fquadron was 
a captain in the fervice of the greateft monarch upon earth, and that the objedl of his 
voyage was to proceed to Malucho; but that the King of MalTana, at whofe ifland we 
had touched, having fpoken very highly of him, he had come hither to pay him 
his refpefts, and at the fame time to take in provifions and give merchandize in 
exchange. 

The King replied he was welcome, but at the fame time he advifed him that all 
velfels which might enter his port in view of trading were fubjeft previoufly to pay 
duties : in proof of the truth of which he added, that four days had not yet elapl'ed 
fmce his having received port dues for a junkf from Ciam, which had come thither 
to take in Haves and gold; he moreover fent for a Moorilh merchant, who came from. 
Ciam with the fame view, to bear vvitnefs to what he dated. 

The interpreter anfwered, that his mailer being the captain of fo great a king could 
not confent to pay duty to any monarch upon earth; that if the King of Zubu wiflied 
for peace, he brought peace with him; but if he wiflied to be hoftile, he was prepared 
for war. The merchant from Ciam then approaching the King, faid to him in his 
own language, “ Cala rajah chitathat is to fay, Take care. Sire, of that. Thefe 
people,” added he, for he thought us Portuguefe, “ are thofe who conquered Calicut, 
Malacca, and all Upper India,” The interpreter, who comprehended what the Moor 
faid, then remarked that his monarch was one vaftly more powerful than the King of 
Portugal, to whom the Ciamefe alluded, as well by lea as bv land ; that it was the King 
of Spain, the Emperor of the whole Chriftian world; and that if he had preferred to 
have him for an enemy rather than a friend he would have fent a fufficient number of 
linen and velfels entirely to deftroy his ifland. The Moor confirmed what the inter¬ 
preter faid. The King then, finding himfelf embarraffed, faid he would advife with 
his minifters, and return an anfwer the next day. In the mean time he ordered a 

* Polo and Pozon, iflands which, as well as the others, are feen in the charts of Monti and Raimifio ; 
but are there placed too far Blunder* 

f A junk k a large vwfTd, of which elfewhere Pigafctta gives a defcription, 

8 breakfaft. 
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breakfaft, con fitting of feveral diflies, to be fet before the deputy of the captain-general 
and the interpreter, all the diihes confifting of meat ferved up in porcelain. 

After breakfaft our deputies returned, and reported what had taken place. The 
King of Maflana, who next to that of Zubu was the moft powerful monarch of thefe 
iflands, went on fhore to announce to the King the friendly intentions of our captain- 
general with refpett to him. 

The next day the fecretary of our fhip and the interpreter went to Zubu. The 
King advanced to meet them, accompanied by his chiefs, and after caufing them to be 
feated before him, told them that, convinced from what he had heard, he not only 
defifted from exafting any dues, but was ready himfelf to become tributary to the Em¬ 
peror. They then anfwered that they exacted no other conceffion on his part than 
that of an exclufive commerce with the ifland. To this the King agreed, and charged 
them to allure the captain that if he truly wifhed to be efteemed his friend he had only 
to draw fome little blood from his right arm and fend it him, and he would do the 
fame, which on either fide would be a compact of true and fubftantial friendlhip. 
The interpreter anfwered for this being effected *. '1 he King then added, that all 

friendly captains who vifited his port made prefents to him, and received others in 
return; and that he left to the captain the choice of being the firfl: to make or receive 
them. On this obfervation the captain remarked, that as he feemed to lay fuch ftrefs 
on this ufage, he had only to fet the example, which he confented to do. 

Tuefday, in the morning, the King of Maflana came on board our veffel, in company 
with the Moorifli merchant, and after faluting the captain on the part of the King of 
Zubu, told him he was authorized to communicate that the King was butted- in col- 
leding all the provifions he could to make a prefent of them to him, and that in the 
afternoon he would fend his nephew with fome of his minifters to confirm a treaty of 
peace. The captain thanked the deputation, and at the fame time exhibited to them 
a man armed cap-a-pie, obferving, in cafe of a neceility to fight, we Ihould all of us be 
armed in the fame manner. The Moor was terribly frightened at fight of a man 
armed in this manner j but the captain tranquillized him with the affurance that our 
arms were as advantageous to our friends as fatal to our enemies 7 and that we 
were able as readily to difperfe all the enemies of our fovereign and our faith as to 
wipe the fweat from our brows. The captain made ufe of this lofty and threatening 
tone purpofely that the Moor might make report of it to the King. 

As promifed, the prelum pi ive heir to the throne came on board us in the afternoon 
with the King of Maffaita, the Moor, the governor or minifter, the pro volt-major, and 
eight chiefs of the ifland, to eftablilh a treaty of peace. The captain received them 
with great ftate: he was feated in a chair covered with red velvet, and other chairs 
covered in the fame manner were affigned to the King of Maflana and the Prince j the 
chiefs were feated on chairs covered with leather, and the reft of the party on mats. 

The captain inquired by means of the interpreter, if it was ulual with them to form 
treaties in public, and if the Prince and the King of Maflana were duly authorized to 
conclude a treaty with him. The anfwer was, that they were duly authorized, and 
that the conditions might be publicly difeufled, 1 he captain then made them fenlible 
of all the advantages to be derived from this alliance, called on the God of Heaven to 
witnefs it, and added many other things which infpired them with love and veneration 

* This praftice is not peculiar to the ifland of Zubu or the Philippines ; it has recently been noticed 
to prevail in Timor, and even in Madagafcar. See Peron’s Voyage to the Southern Regions, book nu. in 
this Collection. r 
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for our religion- He enquired if the King had any male children, and learnt that he 
had none but females, the eldeft of whom was the wife of his nephewi who then was 
his ambaflador, and who, in virtue of this marriage, was regarded as the hereditary 
prince* On fpeaking to them of the courfe of fucceffion, we learnt that when parents 
attain a certain age they are no longer held in efteem, and that their authority then 
devolves to their fons. Our captain was much difpleafed at hearing of this ufage, 
which he ftrongly condemned, feeing the Almighty who created heaven and earth, as 
lie obferved, has ft rift ly commanded children to honour their parents, and threatened 
with eternal fire thofe who fhould trangrefs this commandment $ and to make them 
the better apprehend the force of this divine precept, he told them that we were all 
alike fubje£t to the fame divine laws, as we were all alike defcended from Adam and 
Eve* He added other obfervations from holy writ, which afforded much plealure to 
thefe ifkndcrs, and infpired them with defire of being inftrufted in our religion \ fo 
much fo indeed that they befought the captain to leave with them, at their departure, 
one or two men capable of teaching them, who would not fail of being held in great 
honour. But the captain informed them that the moll effential thing was that they 
Ihoukl be baptifed, which could be effected before he fhould quit the country ; that he 
could not on this occafion leave any of his people behind him ; but that he would 
return on a future day, and bring with him priefls and monks to inflrud them in all 
things belonging to our holy religion. 

At this they expreffed their fatisfaftion, and added that they themfelves would be 
glad to receive baptifm ; but that beforehand they wifhed to confnlt their monarch on 
this fubjedh The captain then adtnonifhed them by no means to be baptifed through 
any dread with which we might have infpired them, nor through any expectation of 
temporal advantage ; for it was not his intention to moleft any one on account of his 
preferring the religion of his fathers; he did not, however, difguife that thofe who 
fhould become Chriflians would be more beloved and better dealt with. Every one 
upon this exclaimed that it was neither out of dread of nor complaifance towards us, 
that they fought to embrace our religion, but from a fpontaneous emotion, and of their 
own will. 

The captain then promifed them, in confonance to orders he had received from 
his fovereign, to leave with them arms and a complete fet of armour; but he told them 
at the fame time that it was requifite their wives fhould likewife be baptifed, as other- 
wife they muft be divorced from and hold no communication with them if they would 
efcape fin. Learning that they pretended to be tormented by frequent apparitions of 
the devil he affured them that if they became Chriftians the devil’would not after¬ 
wards dare to appear before them, but at the hour of death* Thefe iflanders, much 
affected and firmly perfuaded of the truth of all they heard, anfwered, that they placed 
full reliance in him: on this the captain, weeping for joy, embraced them all. 

He then took hold of the hand of the Prince and that of the King of Maflana, and 
faid that by the trail he had in God, by his allegiance to his fovereign the Emperor, 
and by the drefs he wore f, he now eftablifhed and vowed perpetual peace between 
the King of Spain and King of Zubu. The two ambaffadors made a frniilar pro- 
feflion. 

* Cavendifti and Noort (Htft. Gen* des Voyages, tome xv. p, 222.) fpeak of the dread entertained by 
the inhabitants of the Philippine Iflands of apparitions of the devil, 

f Probably it was the upper drefs of the order of St* lago della Spada, of which he was a com¬ 
mander. 

After 
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After this ceremony breakfaft was ferved up. The Indians then prefented to the 
captain, on the part of the King of Zubu, large bafkets full of rice, hogs, goats, and 
fowls, making excufes at the fame time for the unfuttablenefs of the prefent to the 
dignity of fo great a perfonage* 

The captain-general in return prefented to the Prince a very fine piece of white 
woollen cloth, a red cap, feme firings of glafs beads, and a glafs goblet gilt, glafs being 
in high requeft among thefe people. He made no prefent to the King of Maffana, 
as he had juft previoufly given him a Cambayan veft and feveral other things. He 
made prefents at the fame time to all the fuite of the embaffy. 

After the iflanders had left us, the captain fent me on fhore, in company with another 
perfon, to carry the prefent defigned for the King, which confided of a veft of yellow 
and violet coloured filk, made after the Turkifh fafhion, a red cap, and fome 
firings of cryftal beads in a filver diftt j with two gilt glaffes, which we carried in 
our hands. 

On reaching the town we found the King in his palace furrounded by a large con- 
courfe of people. He was feated on the ground on a mat of palm. He was naked, 
a girdle excepted which he wore about his loins, and which ferved to hide his fexual 
parts; around his head he wore a veil embroidered with the needle, on his neck a 
collar of great value, and in his ears two gold rings of great fize fet with precious 
{tones. He was fmall in ftamre, plump, and painted with different figures burnt into 
the (kin*. Before him on another mat, in two vafes of porcelain, were fome turtles' 
eggs, of which he was eating, + and near them four pitchers of palm wine covered with 
odoriferous herbs. In each of thefe pitchers was a hollow reed, by means of which 
he drank f. 

After falu tation on our part, the interpreter informed the King that the captain 
returned thanks for the prefent made him, and on his part had fent him certain articles, 
not as a compenfation, but as tellimonials of the fincere friendfliip he had lately con- 
traded . After this preface we clothed him in the veft we brought, pm the cap on his 
head, and proffered the other prefents. Before I gave him the glafs goblets, I kiffed 
and raifed them above my head : the King on receiving them did the fame. He then 
made us partake of his eggs, and drink of his wine through the reeds he ufed himfelfi 
While we were regaling, thofe who had come from the mip related to him what the 
captain hadfaid refpedting peace, and the manner in which he had exhorted them to em¬ 
brace Chriftianity. 

The King wifhed us to ftay and fup with him, but we exeufed ourfelves and took 
our leave. The Prince, his fon-in-law, conduced us to his own houfe, where we found 
four girls playing on mufic after their manner : one was beating a drum fimilar to our 
own, but placed on the ground \ ; another had two kettle drums befide her, and m 
each hand a fmall drumstick, the end of it armed with cloth made of the palm, with 
which fhe ftruck firft one and then the other; the third was beating in the fame 
manner a large kettle-drum; and the fourth held in her hands two fmall cymbals, 
which fhe alternately ftruck one againft the other and which rendered an extremely 


* At prefent die favages no longer life fire for tattooing themfelves, but either make lixdfions, into 
'winch they infiife colouring liquids, or apply cauilic juices to the fkiu for the purpofe 

-j* The practice of drawing up their drink through reeds was remarked among thefe people by 
Noort ^ * 

l Even now in the iflamls of the South Sea drums and cymbals are the chief intkumenU of mufic in 
life with the inhabitants. 
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pleafinjj found. They all of them kept fuch excell >m time, that we conceived them to 
poflcfs great knowledge of mufic. The kettle-drums, which are of metal 01 bionze, 
ar- made in the country of the Sign* Magno ** and It-rve the people ol that country 
in lieu of bells; they are called agonf. Theft iflanders Ukewife play on a kind ot 
violin, the firings of which are of copper. 

Theft girls were very pretty, and almoft as fair as Europeans ; and although they 
were adult, they nevenhelefs were naked : part of them however had a piece ol cloth* 
made of the inner bark of a tree, fattened round their wairts, which delcended as low 
as the knees; but nothing veiled from the eye any part of the body of the refidue. 
The hole in their ears was very large, and was furnifhed with a wooden ring to keep 
it extended and preferve it of a round figure J. Iheir hair was black and long, and 
their head was encircled by a fmall veil- They never wear (hoes nor any covering 
whatever for the legs and feet. We partook of a collation with the Prince, and aftci^ 
wards returned to our {hips. 

One of our people dying in courfe of the night, I returned to the King on Wed- 
nefday morning, 10th April, accompanied by the interpreter, to beg permiffion of him 
to inter the corpfe, and to requeft he would point out to us feme fpot for the purpofe. 
The King, who was encircled by a number of people, replied, that as the captain was 
at liberty to difpofeof himfelf and all his fubjeas, he might with full propriety do what 
he pleafed with their lands. I added that, before we could biy-y the defunft, it would 
be neceflary we (hould confecrate the ground, and ere£t a crofs there. The King riot 
only gave his approbation to this meafure, but ftated that, as well as we did, he would 
adore the crofs. 

We confecrated, as well as we were able, the whole ground in the town let. apart 
for fepuhure of the dead, according to the rites of the church, that we might infpire 
the Indians with a good opinion of us, and here we interred the dead body. The fame 
evening we again buried another. ^ # * 

Having this day landed a quantity of our merchandize, we placed them in a houfe 
aliigned for the purpofe by the King, which he took under his proteftion, as well as 
four men which the captain left in it for the purpofe of trading by wholefale. 1 hefe 
people, who are great lovers of juftice, have their weights and meafures. iheir 
feales are made of a beam of wood fupported in the middle by a cord. At one end is 
the fcale to receive the things to be weighed, on the other a leaden weight equivalent 
to that of the fcale, to which the different weights are fufpended. They have likewife 
their meafures of length and capacity. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands are addifled to pleafure and idlenefs. We have 
already remarked the manner in which the girls play on the gongs : they have alfo a 
fpecies of bag-pipe which much refembles ours, and which they call fubin. 

Their houfes are conftructed with beams, planks, and reeds, and are like ours divided 
into apartments. They are raifed on ports; fo that beneath them there is an empty 

* TW Sinus Magnus of Ptolemy, which is the Gulf of China. 

The gong is a Chinefe inftrument, which is gently ftruck at firft to excite a weak vibration of the metal 
oF which it is com po fed, and afterwards gradually harder, till the vibration increasing becomes exceedingly 
fonorqus* the (bund being continual, as before it dies away a ftefh and hard blow renews the vibratory 
motion of the metal. The fhape of the gong is that of a frying pan, but with the circumference greater 
at the bottom which is ftruck than at the nether edge of the rim. It is made of a mixture of copper and 
tutenag, Ekc.Th. 

% Cook (Second Voyage, book lb) explains the mode, by means of elailic rings made of the leaves 
of reeds, with which the holes at the end of the ears are enlarged. 
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fpace, which lerves as a farm and poultry-yard, in lvhich they keep their hogs, goats, 
and fowls *. 

We were told that in thefe feas are birds of a black colour, refembling our crows, 
which, when the whale appears on the furface of the water, watch the moment it opens 
its mouth to fly into it, and thence proceed directly to pluck out its heart, which they 
carry away with them to fomeother fpot to feed upon. The only proof they have how¬ 
ever of this faft is their having feen this black bird feeding on the heart of the whale, 
and their finding the whale dead and without a heart. They add that this bird is 
called lagan; that it has a dentated beak, and a black fkin; but that its flelh is white 
and fit to eat f. 

On Friday we opened our warehoufe, and exhibited our different merchandize, 
which excited much admiration among the iflanders. For brafs, iron, and other weighty 
articles, they gave us gold in exchange: our trinkets, and articles of a lighter kind, 
were bartered for rice, hogs, goats, and other edibles. For fourteen pounds of iron 
we received ten pieces of gold, of the value of a ducat and a half. The captain-general 
forbade too great an anxiety for receiving gold j without which order every failor 
would have parted with all he had to obtain this metal, which would have ruined our 
commerce for ever. 

The King having promifed our captain to embrace the Chriftian faith, Sunday the 
14th of April was fixed upon for the ceremony. With this intent a fcaffold was 
raifed, in the place we had already confecrated, which was covered with tapeftry and 
branches of palm. About forty of us landed, exclufive of two men armed cap-a pie, 
who preceded rhe royal ftandard. At the inftant of our landing the veifels fired a 
general falute, which did not fail of alarming the iflanders. The captain and the King 
embraced. We afeended,the fcaffold, on which were placed two chairs for them, 
covered with green and blue velvet. The chiefs of the ifland were feated on cufhions, 
and the reft of the affemblage on mats. 

The captain then told the King that among the other advantages that would accrue 
to him from embracing the Chriftian faith would be that of his being ftrengihened, fo 
as with greater facility to overcome his enemies. The King anfwered, that without 
this confideration he felt himfelf difpofed to become a Chriftian ; but that he certainly 
fhould be much pleafed at being enabled to enforce refpeft from different chiefs of (he 
ifland who refuted him homage, faying they were men as well as himfelf, and would 
not obey his mandates. The captain having fummoned them before him, gave them, 
through the interpreter, to underftand that, if they failed in obeying the King as their 
liege lord, he would caufe them all to be put to death, and give their pofleftions to 
the King. Upon this the intimidated chiefs univerfally promifed to acknowledge the 
King's authority. 

The captain furthermore promifed the King that, after he fhould have returned to 
Spain, he would come back to his country with forces far more confiderable, and that 
he would render him the mod powerful monarch in all thefe iflands; a recompence 
which he confidered due to him for being the firft who had embraced the Chriftian 
faith. The King, railing his hands to heaven, returned him thanks, and earneftly 

t 

* The fame account rendered by Figafetta of the houfts of the Indians of the Philippine Iflands is given 
by De Guigne ip bis Voyage a Flfle de France et a IVlamlle, lome iii. £ a voyage which makes a part of 
this Golieft.icn. Eng. Tr. 

+ This U one of the tales of Pigafetta which he relates as if he credited. In favour of the relatinit 
having been made to him mu ft he obferved, that many birds feed on dead whales* ^ A crow feen hi the 
mouth of a dead whale by fome of thefe iflandtr* may pofiibly have been the firti origin of this uory. 
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entreated him to leave fomc of his people behind him, to inftruft him in the myfteries of 1 
the Chriftian religion; which the captain promifed he would do, but on condition that 
two of the fons of the chief men in the ifland fliould be allowed to accompany him to 
Spain, where they fhould be taught the Spanifh language, in order that on their return 
they might give account of alt they might fee and hear. 

After creeling a large crofs in the middle of the place, a proclamation was iffued 
ordering that all who were inclined to become Chriftians fhould deftroy their idols 
and fubflitute the crofs in their Head. The captain then taking the King by the hand, 
conduced him to the platform, where he was dreft entirely in white, and was baptifed, 
together with the King of Maffana, the Prince his nephew, the Moorifh merchant, and 
others, in number five hundred. The King, who was called Rajah Humabon, received 
the name of Charles, after the Emperor: the others received other names. Mafs was 
afterwards celebrated, after which the captain invited the King to dinner; but his 
Majefty excufed himfelf, accompanying us however to the boats which took us back 
to the fquadron, on which another general falute was fired. 

Soon as we had dined we went on fhore in great numbers, with our almoner, to 
baptife the queen and other women. We afeended the platform with them. I {hewed 
the Queen a final 1 image of the Virgin with the infant Jefus, with which fhe was much 
affefted and delighted. She begged it of me to replace her idols, and with great wil- 
lingnefs I acceded to her requeft *. The Queen received the name of Jane, from the 
mother of the Emperor; the Prince's fpoufe that of Catherine, and the Queen of 
Maffana that of Ifabella. On that day we baptifed altogether more than eight hun¬ 
dred perfons, men, women, and children. 

The Queen, a young and handfome woman, was completely dreft in black and 
white cloth; on her head flie wore a very large hat in the ihape of an umbrella, formed 
of the leaves of the palm-tree, and furmounted by a triple crown formed of fimilar 
leaves and refembling the papal tiara. This hat {he conftantly wears, never going 
abroad without it. Her mouth and nails were of a very lively red. 

Towards evening the King and Queen came to the fea-fhore where we were, and 
liftened with fatisfaflion to the innocent noife of our guns, a noife which before had 
occafioned them fo much alarm. 

At this time all the inhabitants of Zubu and the neighbouring iflands were baptifed, 
thofe of one village in one of the iflands alone excepted, who refufed obedience to the 
injunaions of the King or our captain-general: after burning the village, a crofs was 
ere&ed on the fpot, becaufe it was a village of idolaters; if the inhabitants had been 
Moors, /. e. Mahometans, a pillar of ftone would have been raifed to mark the hard, 
nefs of their hearts. 

The captain-general landed every day to hear mafs, on which occafion many new 
Chriftians alfo attended, for whom he made a kind of catechifm in which many points 
of our religion were explained. 

One day the Queen alfo came in ftate to hear mafs. She was preceded by three 
young girls, with each one of her hats in their hands : fhe was dreft in black and 
white, and with her head and flioulders covered by a large veil of filk ftriped with gold. 
Many women accompanied her, each wearing a finall veil furmounted by a hat; they 

* Chance, or the care of fome inhabitant who looked upon it as an idol, occafioned its prefervation to 
the year 1598,11 which time the Spaniards, having returned with the miffionaries, found and caufcd great 
refped to be ftiown it ; on this occafion it was that they gave the name of Jefus to the town they built 
stn the ifland. (Hiltoire Generate des Voyages, tomexv. p. 35.) 
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were otherwife naked, fave a fmall girdle of palm doth about their middle : their hair 
hung loofe. The Queen, after bowing to the altar, feated herfelf on a cufhion of 
♦embroidered filk ; and the captain fprinkled her and her attendants with rofe water* 
a fcent in which the women of this country much delight. 

That the King might obtain more refpeft and be better obeyed, our captain-general 
caufed him to attend mafs one day dreil in II lk, and ordered his two brothers to be 
conduced to the ceremony, one of whom was called Bondara, and was the father of 
the hereditary prince, the other Cadaro ; with thefe alfo were brought thither feveral 
chiefs, whofe names were Simicut, Sibuaia, Sifacai # , Magalibe, &e. From thefe feve- 
rally he exafted on the altar an oarh to obey the King ; after which all of them kitted 
his hand. 

The captain next caufed the King of Zubu to fwear that he would continue fub- 
miflive and faithful to the King of Spain. After his having taken this oath, the captain- 
general drew his fword before the image of Our Lady, and told the King that after a 
fimilar engagement, a man ought rather to die than fail in obfervance of it; and that 
for his part he was ready to undergo a thoufand deaths rather than falfify an oath thus 
fwom by the image of Our Lady, by the life of the Emperor his matter, and by his 
own habit* He then made him a prefent of a velvet chair, recommending him to 
caufe it to be carried before him by one of his chiefs wherever he went, and inflruct- 
ing him how this was to be effected. 

The King proraifed the captain to do exactly as he was defired; and to give him a 
freih mark of his perfonal attachment to him, he caufed fome jewels to be worked, 
which he defigned as a prefent for him: thefe confifted of two gold pendents for the 
ears, of pretty large fize, two bracelets of gold for the arms, and two others for the 
fmall of the leg, all of than ornamented with precious ftones. Thefe rings are the 
chief ornaments of the Kings of thefe iflands, who conftantly go naked and without 
any flioes or {lockings, their only veftment being a bit of cloth which hang£ down from 
the waift to the knees. 

The captain, who had diredled the King and the other newly made Chriftians to 
burn their idols, which they had promifed to do, feeing they not only continued to 
preferve them but made facrifices to them of meat according to cuftom, complained 
loudly of and highly blamed this breach of promife* They did not deny the fa& 
but fought to excufe themfelves by faying, it was not on their own account they made 
thefe facrifices j but for a lick perfon to whom they hoped the idols would reftore 
health. This fick man was the brother of the Prince, who was looked upon as the 
wifeft and moft valiant perfonage in the bland; and his illnefs had attained fuch a 
height that four days had already elapfed fince he had loll his fpeech. 

The captain hearing this, animated with holy zeal, faid, if they had truly faith In 
Jefcs Chrift, they mutt immediately burn all their idols and caufe the fick man to be 
baptifed, who would then recover. He moreover added that he was fo perfectly con¬ 
vinced of what he faid, that he would confent to lofe his head if what he promifed 
did not immediately take place- The King confented to all he required. \Ve then 
made a proceffion with all imaginable pomp from the place where we were to the 
houfe of the fick man, whom we found in reality in a very fad condition, fuch indeed# 
that he could neither fpeak nor move. We baptifed him, together with two of his 
wives and his ten daughters. The captain then aiked him how he found himfelf, and 
he anfwered, of a hidden recovering his fpeech, that, thanks to the Lord, he found 

* It appears that Si or Ci placed before a man’s name is a title of honour. 
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' himfelf vefy well. We were all of us occular witneffes of this miracle. The Captain, 
then, with greater fervour than the reft of us, returned praife to God, He ad mini tier¬ 
ed a reiterative cordial to the Tick man, and repeated the fame every day until he was 
perfectly recovered* He at the fame time fent him a mattrefs, blankets* a covei lid of 

yellow linen, and a pillow* . 

On the fifth day the fick man was perfectly recovered and quitted his couch. His 
firft care was was to caufe an idol which was held in great veneration, and which was 
fecreted with greateft care by fame old women in his houfe, to be burned in prefence 
of the King and all the people* He likewife caufed feveral temples to be demolifhed 
which were built on the margin of the fea, and where the people aflembled to eat the 
meat offerings prefented to the idols, All the inhabitants approved of thefe doings, and 
determined on utterly deftroying every idol, thofe even which ornamented the King s 
■houfe, crying at the fame time,Viva la Caftilla,” in honour of the King of Spain. 

The idols of tliefe countries are of wood hollowed behind ; their arms and legs are 
extended and their feet turned up; they have a difproponionately large face with four 
very large teeth in front fimilar to thofe of the wild boar *. Generally fpeaktng they 
are painted* 

Now I am fpeaking of their idols, I fhall relate to your lordfhip t fome of their fuper* 
ftitious ceremonies, one of which is bldling the hog* r l he ceremony begins with beat¬ 
ing large gongs. Three large difhes are afterwards brought, two of which contain 
broiled fifh, and cakes of rice and millet folded in leaves; on the third are Cambay an 
cloths and two fillets of cloth made from the palm tree. Two old women then advance, 
each of which holds in her hand a large trumpet { of bamboo. They place themfelves 
upon the cloth, falute the fun, and clothe themfelves in the other cloths which were in 
the difh. The firft of thefe old women covers her head with a handkerchief tied round 
her forehead infuch manner as to prefent two horns ; and taking another handkerchief 
■ in her hand flie dances, and at the fame time founds the trumpet, invoking the fun at In¬ 
tervals. The other old woman takes one of the fillets of palm tree cloth ? and in a like 
manner dances and founds the trumpet, and turning towards the fun addrefles fome 
words to that luminary. The firft then fnatches up the other fillet of palm tree cloth, 
throws away the handkerchief fhe held in her hand, and both together the two found 
their trumpets and dance round the hog, which is tied and lies on the ground. In the 
mean time the firft old woman addrefles the fun in a low tone of voice, and is anfwered 
by the other, . After this a cup of wine is prefented to the firft which fhe takes, but 
without flopping her dancing or her addrefles to the fun, and brings the cup to her 
mouth four or five times pretending to drink, but the liquor fhe pours over the heart of 
the hog. She then returns the cup and receives a lance which fhe brandifhes, ftill 
continuing to dance and fpeak* and directs it repeatedly to the heart of the hog, which 
in the end fhe pierces with a fudden and forcible blow. As foon as the lance is with¬ 
drawn from the wound it isclofed and dreffed with falutary herbs. During the whole 
of this ceremony a flambeau Is kept burning, which t\ie old woman, who pierced the 
hog through the heart, feizes and extinguishes by thru fling it into the mouth of the 
animal. The other old woman dips the end of her trumpet in the blood of the hog, 
• and with the blood on it flams the forehead of all perfons prefent, beginning with her 

* Vifimou* in one of his incarnations, Is repreftnted with the vifage of a wild boar, Sonnerat, tom. i, 
page 161. 

t Pigafetta here addrefles himfelf to the grand mafter of Rhodes, Eng* Ta* 

J Among ihe mufical mftiu meats of the Indians, Sonnerat faw and has given the reprefentation of a 
large trumpet fimilar to the one here described. See plate xxvii. fig. 4. 
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hufoand ; but ffie did not come towards us- This being fitufhed, the two old women 
undrefs themfelves, eat what had been brought in the two fir ft plates, and then invite 
the women, but not the men* to partake with them. The hog is then feared. Never 
is this animal eaten before it has undergone a fimilar purification, and none but old 
women officiate on the occafion. 

At the death of one of their chiefs the ceremonies praftifed are, likewife, very Angu¬ 
lar, as I have myfelf witneffed. The moft diftingulfhed women in the country repaired 
to the houfe of the defunct:, in the middle of which the corpfe was placed in a cafe, 
round which a barrier of cords was made. To thefe cords branches of trees were fatt¬ 
ened ; and between thefe branches hangings of cotton were fufpended fo as to form 
alcoves. Beneath thefe alcoves the women alluded to feated themfelves, covered with 
a white cloth* Each woman was attended by a fervant who cooled her with a fan of 
palm* The other women with mournful countenances were feated round the chamber* 
One among them had a knife with which foe gradually cut off the hair of the dead. 
Another, who had been the principal wife of the decafed, (for though a man may have 
as many wives as he pleafes, there is but one miff refs,) ftretched herfelf in fuch manner 
on the corpfe that her mouth, hands, and feet were oppofed to thofe of the dead. 
While the one was cutting off his hair; the other was crying; and foe began to fing as 
foon as the work was completed- All round the chamber vafes of porcelaine were 
placed containing fire, into which at intervals myrrh, ftorax, and gum benjamin were 
call, which diffufed a moft pleafing fragrance. Thefe ceremonies continue five or fix 
days, during which the corpfe remains in the houfe; I believe the precaution is ufed of 
embalming it with camphor to prevent putrefaction. At length the body is fattened 
down with wooden pins and interred in the cemetery, which is an enclosure covered 
with canopies. 

We were allured that every night a black bird, the fize of a crow, came at midnight 
and perched on the houfes, and by its fcreams frightened the dogs, who never ceafed 
barking till break of day. We never were able to learn the caufe of this lingular phe¬ 
nomenon of which we were all of us witneffes. 

I fhull mention another of their ft range euftoms. I have already faid that thefe 
Indians go naked, or with only a piece of cloth of the palm to cover therr privities. 
Alt the men, young as well as old, have a fort of fibula confifting of a bar of gold or tin 
of the fize of a goofe quill, which traverfes the prepuce from one fide to the other over 
the glans, leaving an opening in the middle for the paffage of the urine; this bar, at the 
two ends, is faftened by means of heads fimilar to thofe of our large nails; thefe even 
are oftentimes jagged with points fo as to reprefent a ftar- 

They informed me that thi extraordinary ornament is never removed, not even in the 
aft of coition ; that it was their wives who invented and infilled on this ufage ; and that 
it was they themfelves who prepared their children for its affixture from their early 
infancy # ; what, however, is certain, not with Handing this ft range invention, all the 
women gave us a preference to their hufoands p 

Pro- 

* In the firft tranfiation into modern Italian of the Extrait de Pigafetta, bread: Grand! e pieced! 
hanno il membro bucato da una parte alP altra appreffo jL capo, e in quel buco hanno tneflb come una 
verghetta d’oro groffa come una penna d’oca ; i altra mettono come una ftella acuta fopra la tdla del cnemr 
bro pur d’oro. 

f For decencyfake the text is much abridged ; the original runs thus, Grandi et piccoli hanno 
paflato il fuo tyiembro circa de la nfta de luna parte a laltra con uno fero de oro hovero de ftanio gruff® 
como una penna de ocha, e in uno capo et lattro del mtdtfimo fero alguni como una ftellacon pwle bura 
]i cap! altri como una tefta di chiodo da euro afiaiffime volte In volfi vedere da molt! e^fi vtq i c imo jo enj 
perche non lo poteva credere ntl mezo del fero e un buto per il quale urinano 11 fero e le ft tile feragre dan no 
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Provifions abound in this ifland, Betides the animals I have already mentioned, there 
are dogs and cats which, like the others, are both of them eaten. There alfo grow 
rice, millet, panicle, and maize, oranges, lemons, fugar canes, cocoa nuts, pompions, 
garlic and ginger; honey alfo abounds, with various other produ&ions \ palm wine is 
made ; and a great quantity of gold is collected. 

When any of us went on fhore, whether it happened by day or by night, the Indians 
conftsmtly invited us to eat and drink* They never thoroughly drefs their meat, and 
fait it very much, which excites them to drink, and at their meals they drink often, by 
means of hollow reeds, from the vafes which contain their wine. They commonly re¬ 
main five or fix hours at table* 

In this ifland are many villages, the chiefs of each of which are one or feveral in 
number, and perfons much reflected. The following are the names of ihe villages and 
their refpeftive chiefs: Cingapola, its chiefs Cilaton, Cighibucan, Cimanenga, Chnaticat, 
and Cicanbul j Mandani, its chief Aponoaan ; Lalan, its chief Teten ; Lalutan, its 
chief Japaa; and Lubucin, the chief of which is Cilumai* All thefe villages were fub- 
j eft to us, and paid us a kind of tribute. 

Contiguous to the ifland Zubu is another called Matan, which has a port of the fame 
name, in which our veflbls laid at anchor. The chief village of this ifland is likewife 
called Matan, over which Zula and Cilapulapu prefided as chiefs* In this ifland the 
village of Bulaia was fituate, which we burnt. 

On Friday 26th April, Zula, one of thefe chiefs, fent one of his fons with two goats 
to the eapraimgeneral and obferved, that if he did not fend him the whole of what he 
had promifed, the blame was not to be imputed to himfelf, but to the other chief 
Cilapulapu, who would not acknowledge the authority of the King of Spain; he further 
ftated, that if the captain-general would only fend to his affiftance the following 
night a boat with fome armed men, he would engage to beat and entirely fubjugate his 
rival. 

On receiving this mefiage the captain general determined on going himfelf with thefe 
boats* We entreated him not to hazard his perfoti on this adventure, but he anfwered, 
that as a good pallor he ought not to be away from his flock* 

At midnight we left the fhip fixty in number, armed with helmets and cuiraffes. The 
Chriflian King, the Prince his nephew, and feveral Chiefs of Zubu, with a number of 
armed men, followed us in twenty or thirty balanghays* We reached Matan three 
hours before day* The captain would not then begin the attack ; but he fent the 
Moor on fhore to inform Cilapulapu and his people, that if he would acknowledge the 
fovereignty of the King of Spain, obey the Chriflian King of Zubu, and pay the tri¬ 
bute he demanded, they fliould be looked upon as friends, other wife they fliould expe¬ 
rience the Arength of our lances. The ifkmders, nothing intimidated, replied, they 


ferme Loro dfcono die le hie moglie toleno cufli et A* foflero de altra forte non ufmano coil dli. Qnando 
q-jetti yogliono uwe loro medifirae io pigliano non in ordine . * . . Quslii popoli uzanno queftoiTerehe 
iolfo di debille Datura * * * ^ A tuetc da fey anni itifu apoco apoco li a pro no la liatura per cagiont, etc. 
It will he no matter of furprife to thofe who have read in the relations of travellers of the manners and 
the ind 11 (try of the women of thefe ifhnds in matters of tin's kind that their lubricity fliould have given rife 
to this invention. Serf the letter of Amerigo Vcfpucd in Ramufio, torn, L p 131 ; and Paw Recherches 
fur left Americains, part i, Noort and Cavendiih, who failed through the fame fcas in 1600, found this 
practice ftill continued; and to them it *ae related to be an invention at the women to prevent the pra&iee 
4>f unnatural properties in the men. Hilt. Gen. des Voyages, tom, x. p 357. The two authors above 
noticed do.not howf e mention that it was not occafionally removed. This cuftom mull have ccaftd as 
modern navigators make no aUoflba to it. 


2 


had 




figafetta’s voyage round the world- 


345 

had lances as well as we, although they were only flicks of bamboo pointed at the end, 
and ftaves hardened in the fire* They merely requefled that they might not be at¬ 
tacked in the night, as they expefted reinforcements, and fliould then be better able 
to cope with us : this they laid defignedly to induce us to attack them immediately, in 
hope that thus we fhould fall in the dykes they had dug between the fea and their 
houfes. 

We accordingly waited day-light, when we jumped into the water up to our thighs, 
the boats not being able to approach near enough to land, on account of the rocks and 
ihallows. The number which landed was forty-nine only, as eleven were left in charge 
of the boats. We were obliged to wade fome didance through the water before vve 
reached the fhore. 

We found the iflanders, fifteen hundred in number, formed into three battalions, who 
immediately on our landing fell upon uS, making horrible fhoiits; two of thefe bat¬ 
talions attacked us in flank, and the third in front- Our captain divided his company 
into two platoons. The mufqueteers and crofs-bowmen fired from a diflance the fpace 
of half an hour without making the lead Impreflion on the enemy ; for though the 
balls and arrows penetrated their bucklers made of thin wood, and even wounded 
them at times in their arms, this did not make them halt, as the wounds failed of occa- 
fioning them inftant death as they expe£ted, on the contrary, it only made them more 
bold and furious. Moreover * trailing to the faperiority of their numbers, they 
fliowered on us fuch clouds of bamboo lances, ftaves hardened in the fire, ftones, and 
even dirt, that it was with difficulty we defended ourfelves. Some even threw fpears 
headed with iron at our captain-general, who, to intimidate and caufe them to difperfe, 
ordered away a party of our men to fet fire to their houfes, which they immediately ef¬ 
fected* The fight of the flames ferved only to increafe their exafperation : fome of 
them even ran to the village which was fet on fire, and in which twenty or thirty 
houfes were confirmed, and killed two of our men on the fpot. They feemed mo¬ 
mently to increafe in number and impetuofity. A poifoned arrow (truck the captain in 
the leg, who on this ordered a retreat in flow and regular order ; but the majority of 
our men took to flight precipitately, fo that only feven or eight remained about the 
captain. 

The Indians perceiving their blows were ineffeftual when aimed at our body or head, 
on account of our armour, and noticing at the fame time that our legs were uncovered, 
directed sgainfl: thefe their arrows, javelins, and fiones, and thefe in fuch abundance, 
that we could not guard againft them. The bombards we had in our boats were of no 
utility, as thelevelnefs of the (fraud would not admit of the boats being brought fuf- 
ficiently clofe in fhore. We retreated gradually, (lilt continuing to fight, and were now 
at a bowVfliot from the iflanders, and in the water up to our knees, when they renewed 
their attack with fury, throwing at us the fame lance five or fix times over as they 
picked it up on advancing. As they knew our captain, they chiefly aimed at him, fo 
that his helmet was twice (truck from his head; Hill he did not give himfdf up to 
defpair, and we continued in a very fmall number fighting by his fide. This combat, 
fo unequal, lafled more than an hour. An iflander at length fucceeded in thru (ling the 
end of his lance through the bars of his helmet, and wounding the captain in the fore¬ 
head, who irritated on the occafion, immediately ran the aflailant 'through the body 
with his lance, the lance remaining in the wound. Pie now attempted to draw his 
fword, but was unable, owing to his right arm being grievouily wounded. The In- 
dians, who perceived this, preffed in crowds upon him; and one of thqjn having given 
him a violent cut with a fword on the left leg, he fell on his face : on this they imme- 

vol. XU Y y diately 


346 PiGAFETTA*S voyage round the world. 

diately fell upon him. Thus perifhed our guide, our light, and our fupport. On fall¬ 
ing, and feeing himfelf furrounded by the enemy, he turned towards us feveral times, 
as if to know whether we had been able to fave ourfelves* As there was not one of 
thofe who remained with him but was wounded, and as we were confequently in no 
condition either to afford him fuccour or revenge his death, we inftantly made for uur 
boats, which were on the point of putting off* To our captain indeed did we owe our 
deliverance, as the inftant he fell, all the iflanders rufhed towards the foot where he 
laid. 

The Chriftian King had it in his power to render us aflifiance, and this he would no 
doubt have done j but the captain general, far from forefeeing what was about to hap¬ 
pen when he landed with his people, had ordered him not to leave his balanghay, but 
merely to remain a fpeftator of our manner of fighting. His Majefty bitterly bewailed 
his fate on feeing him fall. 

But the glory of Magellan will furvive him. He was adorned with every virtue ; in 
midft of the greatefl adverfity he conftantly pofleffed an immoveable firmnefs. At fea 
he fubjefted himfelf to the fame privations as his men. Better ikilled than any one in 
the knowledge of nautical charts, he was a perfect matter of navigation, as he proved in 
making the tour of the world, an attempt on which none before him had ventured 

This unfortunate battle took place on the 27th April 1521, which fell on a Satur¬ 
day, a day chofen by the captain himfelf, being that which he held moft propitious to 
his enterprise. Eight of our men, and four of the Indians, who had received bap- 
tifm, perifhed with him ; and few of thofe who remained regained the Ihips without 
being wounded. The men who were in the boats attempted, when they fawus puff¬ 
ed, to afftft us by firing the bombards, but the diftance was fo great from which they 
fired, that they did us more harm than to the enemy, who neverthelefs loft fifteen 
men. 

In the afternoon the Chriftian king, with our confent, caufed to be intimated to the 
people of Matan, that if they would reftore the bodies of our dead foldiers, and efpe- 
dally of our captain-general, we would give them whatever merchandize they re¬ 
quired ; but they anfwered, that they could not be induced by any confideration, to 
part with the body of a man like our chief, which they would preferve as a monument 
of their victory over us. 

On learning the death of our captain, thofe who were left in the town to carry on 
trade, caufed all their merchandize immediately to be tranfported on board. We then 
elected in his ftead two governors, that is to fay, Odoard Barbofaf, a Portugude, and 
JuanSerano, a Spaniard. 

Our interpreter, called Henry, the flave of Magellan, having been ftightly wounded 
in the battle, made this a pretence for going no more on fhore, where his prefence was 
neceffary for our fervice, and paffed the whole day in idlenefs extended on his mat# 
Odoard Barbofa, commander of Magellan^ ftiip, reprimanded him feverely on the 
occafion, and told him, that though his mafter was dead he was ftill a flave, and that 
on our return to Spain, he would deliver him up to Donna Beatrix, the wife of 

_ * Magellan only marie the circuit of half the globe on this occafion ; but Pigafetta with fome rea- 
fon t though not quite corre&ly, that he made the tour of the world, for the Portuguefe were well ac- 
quamted with the remainder of the route from the Molucca iflands to Europe by the Cape of Good Hope, 
and Magellan had already been at Malacca. r 

t Odoard Barbofa had already been to the Moluccas by the way of the Cape: he lias given a very 
mtereftmg account of the Indies. Ramufio, tom. i. p. 2 tt 8 . One of his companions alfo wrote a fliort 
account of this voyage. See the Introduction to this Work, par, xxiv. 

Magellan 
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Magellan ; he moreover threatened to have him beaten with rods, if he did not imme¬ 
diately go on fliore for the fervice of the fquadron. 

The Have hereupon arofe, and feemed to hold no refentment for the reprimand and 
menaces of the commander. On landing he repaired to the Chriftian King, whom he 
told that we intended fliortly to take our departure, and that, if his advice was taken, 
he might render himfelf maker of all our veffels and merchandize. The King turned 
a favouring ear to his propofals, and conjointly they laid a plot again ft us.- The flave 
then returned on board, and fhewed greater aftivity and more underftanding than we 
had ever noticed in him before. 

On the morning of Wednefday, id May, the Chriftian King fent to our two gover¬ 
nors, to inform them that he had prepared a prefent of precious ftones for the King of 
Spain, and that he might deliver it into their hands, he begged them to come that day 
and dine with him, and bring with them fome of their fuite. They accordingly went, 
taking with them our aftrologer, San Martino of Seville, and, of the different (hips 
companies, as many as made up twenty four for the entire number of the party. I 
was not one on the occafion, my face being fwollen by a wound I had received from a 
poifoned arrow on the forehead. Johan Carvajo and the provoft, fufpe&ing the In¬ 
dians of entertaining fome bad intentions, returned immediately to the fhips; it feems 
their fufpicions arofe from having feen the nobleman who had been miraculoufly 
cured, feparate the almoner from the party. 

Scarcely had they related thus much to us on board, ere we heard loud cries and 
moans. Heaving anchor immediately, we laid the veffels clofe in with the fhore, and 
fired a number of (hot at the houfes. We then faw Juan Serano, whom they were 
leading, wounded and tied hand and foot, towards the lhore. He entreated us to de- 
lift from firing, as otherwife, he faid, he fhould be maffacred. We enquired what had 
become of his companions and the interpreter, and learned that the former had all been 
murdered, and that the interpreter had taken part with the natives. He conjured us 
to ranfom him with merchandize; but Johan Carvajo, though his fellow-goflip, joined 
with others in refufing to treat for his releafe, and would not allow any of our boats to 
approach the fliore. The reafon for this condu&of Carvajo was, in cafe of the death 
of the two governors, the command of the fquadron devolved on himfelf. Juan Serano 
continued to implore the compaffion of his fellow-goflip, by affuring him he fliould be 
maffacred the inftant we fet fail; and finding at length that all his entreaties were vain, 
he uttered deep imprecations, and appealed to the Almighty on the great day of judg¬ 
ment, to exafit account of his foul from Johan Carvajo, his fellow-goflip. He was 
however difregarded; and we fet fail without ever hearing afterwards what became of 
him. 

The ifland of Zubu is large; it has an excellent port, with two entrances to it, the 
one on the weft, the other on the north-eaft. It lies in ten degrees of latitude north, 
and in one hundred and fifty-four degrees of longitude from the line of demarcation. 
In this ifland it was, before the death of Magellan, that we obtained the firft intelli¬ 
gence refpecting the Molucca Iflands. 
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BOOK III. 

From our Departure from Ztibu , to our leaving the Iflands of Molucca. 

O N quitting the ifland of Zubu, we proceeded to an anchorage off the point of an 
ifland called Bohol, eighteen leagues diftant from Zubu ; and feeing, our crews 
were diminifhed fo greatly by the Ioffes we had fuflained as to be no longer adequate to 
manning the three veflels, we determined on burning the Conception, after taking out 
of her whatever was fervieeable. We then fleered fouth-fouth weft, coafling along 
an ifland called Panilongon, the inhabitants of which are as black as Ethiopians* 

Continuing our courfe, we came to an ifland called Butuan where we caft anchor. 
The King of the ifland came on board our fhip, and, as a fymbol of friendfhip and al¬ 
liance, drew blood from his left hand, with which he befmeared his bread, and touch¬ 
ed the tip of his tongue, a ceremony which we imitated. We then entered a river f, 
in which we Jaw a number of men fifhing, who offered fifii to the King. The King, 
like li 11 the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring iflands, was naked, wearing no¬ 
thing but a piece of cloth which concealed his fex, which even belaid afide, as did the 
chiefs of the ifland who were with him ; after which they feized their oars and began 
rowing, ringing at the fame time. We pafled by a number of houfes built on the 
fide of the river, and at two hours after night-fall reached the King's houfe, which was 
two leagues diflant from our anchorage* 

When about to enter the houfe, we were met by a number of attendants carrying 
flambeaux made of canes and palm-leaves rolled up, and enc taring gum anime. While 
fupper was preparing, the King, with two of his chiefs and two of his wives, who were 
tolerably pretty, emptied a large vafe full of palm wine without eating* They invited 
me to drink with them, but I excufed myfelf by obferving, that I had already fupped, 
and drank only once. In drinking they obferved the fame ceremony as the King of 
Mariana* The fupper was compofed of rice, and fifli highly faked, ferved up in China 
bowls. The rice they ate in lieu of bread. The manner in which they cook their 
rice is as follows : in an earthen pot, fimilar to our ftew-pans, they firft put a large 
leaf, which entirely covers the infide ; in this they place the rice and water, and cover 
the pot; the rice is then fuffered to boil rill it attains the confidence of our bread, and 
is taken out in lumps* This is the manner in which rice is cooked in all the iflands of 
thefe parts. 

Supper ended, the King caufed a mat of reeds to be brought in, with another of palm, 
and a pillow made of palm leaves, M his w T as for my couch, on which I laid down to 
red with one of the chiefs. The King went to reft in another apartment with his 
two wives* 

The next day, before dinner, I made an excurfion into the ifland ; I entered feveral 
houfes, which were built in the fame manner as thofe before defcribed in the iflands we 
had previouily vifued, and in which I faw many utenfils of gold, but few pro virions. 
I afterwards rejoined the King, and dined with him on rice and fifh* 

I fucceeded, by figns, in making the King comprehend that I wiflied to fee the Queen, 
and in a funilar manner he intimated his confent; we, in confluence, proceeded to¬ 
wards the fuenmit of a mountain where was her abode. On entering I bowed to her, 

# A part of Miadaaao. The river which forms the bay of Chipit. 

and 
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and fhe returned the compliment. I fat betide her while {he was employed in making 
mats of palm fora bed. Iier houfe was handfomely furnifhed with vafes of porcelain, 
which were lufpended from the tides of the apartments, as were four gongs, one of 
which was very large, another of a middling tize, and two others fmall. She had a 
number of flaves of both foxes to wait on her- We took our leave and returned to the 
King's houfe, and breakfafted on fugar-canes. 

We found in this iffand hogs, goats, rice, ginger, and in fhort every thing we had 
feen on the others. What, however, moft abounds is gold. Vailieswere pointed out 
to me, in which, by figns, they made me comprehend there were more lumps of gold 
than we had hairs on our heads ; but that, for want of iron, the mines exa£t greater 
labour to work than they feel inclined to bellow. 

In the afternoon, on my requefting to go on board of {hip, the King, with feveral 
chiefs of the iffand, offered to accompany me in their balanghay. As we fell down the 
river I faw on a fmall mount on the right three men hanging from a tree. On enquir¬ 
ing the reafon of this, I learnt they were malefactors. 

This pan of the iffand, which is called Chipit, is a continuation of the fame land as 
that on which Butuan and Calayan are fimate : it ftretches above Bohol and approaches 
Maffana*. The port is a tolerably good one. It is tituate in eight degrees of lati¬ 
tude north, longitude one hundred and fixtyTeven degrees from the line of demarcation, 
and is fifty leagues diflan t from Zuba. In the north-weft lies the ill and of Luzon f two 
days fail away. This iffand is large, and every year there arrive at it fix or eight 
junks from the people called Lequies, for the purpofe of trafficking. I fliall fpeak of 
Chipit in another place. 

On leaving this iffand, fleering wefUfouth-wefl, we came to an anchor off an iffand 
aim oft a defert The inhabitants, who are very few in number, confift of Moors 
banifhed from an iffand called Burne (Borneo). They go naked like the inhabitants 
of the other ifiands, and for their arms ufe farbacanes J and arrows, for which they have 
quivers, that likewife ferve to hold the herbs with which their arrows are poifoned. 
They alfo have poignards, their handles wrought with gold and precious (tones, lances, 
clubs, and fmall breaft-plates made of the buffalo’s hide. They looked upon us as gods 
or faints. In this iffand the trees grow to a great fize, but provifions arefcarce. It is 
fituatein latitude feven degrees thirty minutes north, and forty-three leagues from Chi¬ 
pit; it-is called Cay ay an ||. 

Leaving this iffand, and continuing the fame courfe, that is to fay weft-fouth-weft, we 
arrived at a large iffand, in which we found abundance of all kinds of provifions ; this 
to us was fortunate, for we were fo hungry and fo badly provided with food, that we 
were feveral times on the point of abandoning our fhips and eflablifliing ourfelves in 
fome of thefe countries there to end our days. This iffand, which is called Palaoan §, 

furnifhed. 

* This h die ifiand Mindanao, which our author writes’Maingrianao In the chart of Bilim, as m that 
of our manufcript* the ports of Chipit, Butuan, and CaJigan are kid down ; it extends beyond Bohol, and 
its northern point is contiguous to Maffana. 

f Lu§ m or Matjila. 

\ Sa T cabaiies are hollow reeds ufed in Borneo and the neighbouring iffands, through which the natives 
of the ifland&blow fmall poifoned arrows at an enemy, They are very expert In the ufe of them, and feud 
an arrow to a confidtrable dEllance by the f arce of their breath. Eng. Tr. 

]] In table xvih of Urbann Monti, the ifhnd of Cayayan, fur rounded by fmall ifiands, is marked as 
laying in a fimitar dire&ion. It is in like manner laid down in the atlas of Robert. 

$ In ancient charts Ralaoan is placed north-well of Manila ; this iflafid could not confequentiy be m 
the route of our circumnavigator* for Manila is north-call of Cay ay an. But in this courfe is feen the 

ifland- 
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fumiftied us with hogs, goats, fowls, bananas of feveral fpecies; fome of thefe were a 
cubit in length and as thick as a man* *s arm ; others were but a fpan in length, while 
others again, and thefe were the mod excellent, were of ftill inferior fize. It ltkewife 
produces cocoa-nuts, fugar-canes, and roots fimilar to turnips. They cook their rice in 
hot embers, placing it in canes or wooden bowls, and find, by this procefs, that it keeps 
much longer than when boiled in pots. From the fame rice alfo, by means of an alem¬ 
bic, they extract a wine ftronger and luperior to palm wine In one word this ifland 
was to us a land of promife. It is fituate in latitude nine degrees twenty minutes north, 
longitude one hundred and feventy-one degrees twenty minutes from the line of demar¬ 
cation. 

We prefented ourfelves before the King, who contracted an alliance and friendfliip 
with us; and to convince us of his fincenty, he begged a knife of us, which he made 
ufe of for drawing blood from his breaft, with which he touched his forehead and 
tongue. We repeated the fame ceremony. 

The inhabitants of Palaoan, like all the other people of thefe parts, go naked ; but 
they are partial to wearing ornaments, fuch as rings, fmall chains of brafs, and little 
bells. What, however, they are moil: delighted with is brafs wire, to which they fallen 
*their hooks for fifliing, 

Alniofl: every individual cultivates his own lands. They ufe farbacanes and large 
wooden darts more than a fpan in length, headed with a harpoon ; fome of them have 
.a fifl>bone for a point, others a fbarp piece of bamboo poifoned by means of a certain 


ifland Paragua or Paragoia ; and I fee this fame ifland called Palaoan on a globe four feet in diameter, 
belonging to the family of Cufani, in which I have had the happinefs of living upwards of thirty years; 
and with pleafure X take this opportunity of publicly teflifying my gratitude for the kindnefs I have ex¬ 
perienced at their hands. This globe, as well as a cdeftial globe of ftmilar dimen lions, was made about 
the middle of the feventeenth century by Father Sylveftro Amangio Moroncdli di Fabriano, a CelefUoe 
monk. In the chart annexed to Macartney's Voyage, this ifland is denominated Palawan or Paragua* 
which proves that Palaoan or Paragua, or Paragoia, are only the fame name or rather different names of 
the fame ifland. 

* This is arrack- The (till made ufe of by the natives of this ifland is not defenbed, but it Is likely to 
referable that ufed in the Ample but ingenious procefs of diflillation common in various parts qf continental 
India. A hole is dug in the ground fuited to the fize of the jar they employ for containing the fermented 
extract of the rice. With the bottom of this hole is a fubterranean communication with the atmofphere 
to feed the lire with air, and in the fide of the hole a chimney which ferves as well to add frefh fuel by as 
fora chimney. A fire of dry wood is kindled in the hole, and when the ground is thoroughly heated the 
pot or rather jar is fixed in the hole, and earth placed about it fo as to prevent the efcape of heat. To 
the neck of the jar a pan is placed, with a hole in the middle to fit the neck of the jar, to which the pan is 
perfectly luted : this pan has the bottom of it lower at the circumference than at the hole in the middle, 
and near the top is covered with a thin fheet of tin or other metal, or with a fhallow earthen pan with an 
extremely thin bottom, which ferves in lieu of a worm and vat to condenfe the vapour as it afeends, To 
the bottom of the lower pan, where two are employed, a long piece ot bamboo is luted, through which 
the vapour, condenfed and formed into fpirit, runs to a pitcher or vefTel placed to receive it. Another 
piece of bamboo is luted into the bottom of the upper pan, or, where but one is ufed, communicating with 
the upper hirface of the metal plate through winch the liquor for cooling the vapour runs to the water 
™' This veffel is at firft nearly filled with water. When the heat of the lire below begins to caufe 

*1 r J ar to an ^ llc I ian w Rh a pot or kettle pours a gentle dream of water from 

the vefTel adjoining mto the upper pan or on to the plate of tin, and continues to do this until the procefs 
13 complete* Ihe extreme cold excited by the evaporation of the water occasions the vapour which rifes 
from the jar to be immediately condenfcd, and to run off through the pipe of bamboo to the receiver in a 
trickling dream; and the fpirit which runs off thus is found to he at 1 call as cold as that obtained by 
palong through the worm of the cooler of European diffilleries. This cheap, ingenious, and truly philo¬ 
sophical procefs, fo much fuperbr to that in ufe in this country, might perhaps admit of fuch improve 
ment as to caufe it to fuperfede the neceflity for and great expence of our prefect apparatus for diftilLinjr. 
jLkg 9 1 r,—C ommunication of a proprietor in Bengal, h 
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herb; thefe arrows are not trimmed at the end with feathers, but with a (trip of 
very foft and light wood. To the end of the farbacane they fallen an iron head when 
their arrows are expended, and ufe it as a lance. 

They have likewife large tame cocks, which, from fuperdition, they do not eat; but 
which they keep for fighting ; at mains of thefe birds confiderable wagers are laid, and 
prizes are affigned to the owners of the conquerors. 

From Palaoan, fleering fouth-weft, after failing ten leagues, we fell in with another 
ifland. On failing along its fhores, it feemed to us to afcend *. We coafted along it 
the fpace of fifty f leagues at lead before we met with an anchorage. Scarcely had we 
anchored before a temped arofe. The Iky was overcaft, and we faw the light of 
Saint Elmc fettle on our mart. 

The following day, gth of July, the King fent to the veffels a handfome pirogue, the 
prow and poop of which were adorned with gold. On the prow was a blue and white 
pavilion, furmounted by a tuft of peacocks 9 feathers. In this pirogue were mufieians 
who played on the bagpipe and drums, and with them a number of other perfons. 
The pirogue, which is a kind of galley, was followed by two almadies or fifhing-boats. 
Eight of the chief people of the ifiand who were in the pirogue came on board our 
veffel, and took their feats on a carpet fpread for the purpofe in the hind-caftle, where 
they prefented us with a wooden vale full of betel areca, which they continually chew, 
together with orange flowers and jeffamine: the whole was covered with a doth of 
yellow filk. They likewife gave to us two bafkets of fowls, two goats, three vafes of 
diftilled wine, and feme fugar canes. To the other veffel they made a limilar prefen t, 
and after embracing us they went their ways. 

The wine extracted from rice is as clear as water, but fo ftrong that many of our 
crew were intoxicated with a very moderate ufe of the liquor. The name they give it 
is aracb. 

Six days after, the King fent three other pirogues beautifully ornamented, which were 
rowed round our veffels, the mufieians on board playing all the while on the bagpipe, 
gongs, and drums. The people on board faluted us by taking off their caps, which are 
fo little they fcarcely cover the top of the head. We returned the falute with a dif- 
charge of our bombards, but without loading them with ftones. They brought us fe- 
veral different difhes of rice, variouJly prepared, now in oblong pieces enveloped in leaves, 
now in the fhape of a fugar loaf, and now made into cakes with eggs and honey. 

After thefe prefents on the part of the King, they informed us that he readily granted 
us permiflion to wood and water on his ifiand, and that we were at liberty to trade to 
any extent with the inhabitants. On this intimation feven of us were difpatched with 
prefents for the King, the Queen, and their minilters. The prelent for the King con- 
Cited of a Turkifh drefs of green velvet, a chair covered with violet-coloured filk, five 
yards of red cloth, a cap, a glafs goblet gilt, and three quires of paper ; that for the 
Queen confided of three yards of yellow cloth, a pair of flioes embroidered with filver, 
and a iilver etwee full of pins. For the chief mini tier we carried three yards of red 
cloth, a cap, and a glafs goblet gilt; for the king at arms, or herald, who came with the 
pirogue, a Turkifh drefs of red and green cloth, a cap, and a quire of paper; for 
the feven other perfonages who came with him, we likewife took prefents, fome yards 
of cloth for example, a cap each, and a quire of paper. When all the prefents were 
ready, we entered one of the three pirogues. 

* That is to fay, move in a contrary direction, owing to the adverfe currents. , + 

f Fabre fays ten leagues, and Ramufio five ; our manufeript plainly exprriTes fifty* which is the real 
difhnce from the foulhtrn point of Paragoa to the city of Borneo. 
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On reaching the town we were forced to wait two hours in the pirogue for the ar* 
rival of two elephants covered with filk, and twelve men, each of which was the bearer 
of a vafe of porcelain covered with filk, to hold our prefents. Vtfe afeended the backs 
of the elephants* preceded by the twelve men who carried our prefents* and in this 
manner proceeded to the houle of the minifter, who had a fupper confiding of feveral 
difhes ferved up for us. We flept on mattreffes fluffed with cotton and covered with 
filk* and for coverlids had Cambaian chintzes. 

The next day we fpent the morning idly at the minifter's houfe; at noon we pro¬ 
ceeded to the King's palace. We rode on the fame elephants as brought us from the 
pirogues, preceded by the men who carried our prefents. From the governor's houfe 
to the King's palace all the ftreets were lined with men armed with lances, fwords, 
and dubs by fpecial order of the King. 

We entered the court of the palace on our elephants, where alighting, we afeended 
a flight of flairs accompanied by the governor and fome officers: we afterwards were 
ufhered into a large faioon full of courtiers, which we fliould denominate barons of 
the kingdom: here we feated ourfelves on a carpet, and the prefents were placed 
near us. 

At the extremity of this faioon was another apartment, fomewhat fmaller, hung with 
filk, where two curtains of brocade pulled up, exhibited two windows which gave 
light to the apartment. We law here three hundred of the King's guards armed with 
poignards, the point of which they refted on their thighs. At the extremity of this 
apartment was a large door covered by a curtain of brocade, which, as thofe of the 
windows, had been before was drawn up, and Ibewed us the King feated at a table 
with a fmall child, and chewing betel: behind him there were only women. 

One of the courtiers then informed us that we were not allowed to addrefs the King; 
but if we had any thing we wiflied to communicate to him we might deliver its fub- 
ftaiice to him ; that he fliould then tell it to a courtier of higher rank, who would 
repeat it to the brother of the governor’s, a minifter who was in the fmall apartment, 
and who, by means of a farbacane fixed in a hole in the wall, would impart it to one 
of the principal officers about the King's perfon, to be by him reported to the King. 

He informed us that we had to make three inclinations to the King, at the fame 
time raifmg our hands joined together above our heads, and raifing firft the one and 
then the other leg. Having complied with thefe requifite ceremonies, we informed His 
Majefty that we were fubjectsof the King of Spain, who defired to live in friendfhip 
with him* and afked nothing farther than the liberty of carrying on a commerce with 
his iflancl. 

The King replied, that be was well pleafed that His Majefty of Spain fought his 
friendfhip ; and informed us that we were welcome to wood and water in his domi¬ 
nions, and to follow any traffic we chofe. 

We then prefented to him the different things we had brought j and on each fepa* 
rate article being difplayed, he made a flight movement of the head. To each of us 
was given brocade, with cloths of filk and gold, which were firft laid on our left (boulder, 
and afterwards taken off to preferve for us. A breakfaft of cloves and cinnamon was 
then placed before us, after which all the curtains were let down* and the windows 
clofed. 

All thofe who were in the King's palace had a doth of gold tied round their waifts 
to conceal their privities, poignards with golden handles, fet with pearls and precious 
ftones, and a number of rings on their fingers. 

We now again mounted the elephants, and returned to the governor's houfe. Seven 
8 men 
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men, who bore the prefents made us by the King, marched before us; and when we 
came to the governor’s houfe, the prefent intended by his Majefty tor each of us was, 
as before, laid on our left flioulder. 

We afterwards faw nine men coming to the houfe where we were, each carrying a 
tray of wood, with on it ten or eleven bowls of porcelain, containing different kinds 
of meat, that is to fay, veal, capons, fowls, pea-fowls, and others, with many kinds of 
filh ; of flelh and fowl alone there were upwards of thirty different kinds. 

\Ve fupped off the floor, feated on a mat of palm. After each mouthful, as was 
their cuftom, we fipped fome of the fpirit diftilled from rice out of a porcelain cup, 
about the fize of an egg. We likewife ate fome rice and other articles, prepared with 
fugar, ufing golden fpoons for the purpofe, fimilar to thofe with us. 

We flept in the fame place we had done the night before; and in this apartment 
two wax flambeaux were conftantly kept burning in filver candlefticks, and two large 
lamps fupplied with oil, and with four different lights to each. Two men kept watch 
all night long to attend to them. 

The next day we repaired to the fea Ihore, where we found two pirogues deftined 
to carry us on board our fliips. 

The city is built in the fea, the King’s palace and the houfes of the principal per- 
fons excepted. It contains twenty-five thoufand hearths, or families*. The houfes 
are built of wood upon large piles, to keep them from the water. When the tide 
rifes, the women, who are the chief venders of neceffaries, traverfe the town in boats. 
In front of the King’s palace is a large wall, built with bricks of great fize, with em- 
brazures, or rather port-holes, as in a fortrefs; and on the wall are mounted fifty-fix 
bombards of brafs, and fix of iron : in courfe of the two days we palled in the city, 
they madefeveral difcharges from thefe guns. 

The King, who is a Mahometan, is called Rajah Siripada. He is very corpulent, 
and may be about forty years of age. He is waited upon by women alone, the 
daughters of the chief inhabitants of the ifland. No one is allowed to addrcfs him 
otherwile than in the manner I have defcribed, through a farbacane. He has ten fe- 
cretaties conftantly employed on different matters of ftate, who write on a very thin 
epidermis of certain trees which is called chiritoles. He never leaves his palace upon 
any occafion other than to hunt. 

On the morning of the 29th July we faw more than a hundred pirogues ad¬ 
vancing towards us, divided into three fquadrons, with as many tungulis. which is 
the denomination given to their fmall barks. As we were apprehenfive of fome 
treacherous attack, we immediately fet fail, and that in fuch hafte that we left one of 
our anchors. Our fufpicions encreafed on paying attention to feveral large junks, 
which the day before had come to an anchor in the rear of our (hips, and which made 
us fearful of being affailed from all fides at once. Our firft care was to relieve ourfelves 
from the junks, at which we fired and killed a number of thofe on board. We made 
prize of four junks j four others faved themfelves by running on Ihor6. In one of 
the junks taken by us was the fon of the King of Lozon, who was the captain-general 
of the King of Burne, and who with his junks had come from fubduing a large city 
called Laoe t, built on a point of the ifland oppofite to Great Java. In this expedition 

he 

* This number appears to be exaggerated. At prefent it comprifes bo more than two or three thoufand 
houlcs. Hill. Gen des Voyages, tom. xv. p. 138. 

Laoc is not a city, but a fmall ifland off the fouthern point of Bume. Pigafetta not having been 
there, no doubt, mifunderftood what was told him refpefting- it. Amor etti. At the time Pigafetta 

vol. xi. x z wrote. 
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he pillaged the city, on account of its inhabitants preferring obedience to the Gentile 
King of Java, and difo wiring the authority of the King of Burne. 

Johan Carvajo, our pilot, without confulting us, reftored the captain to liberty, hav¬ 
ing been induced to this meafure, as we afterwards learnt, by a bribe of a large fum 
in gold. Had we retained this captain, the Rajah Sirlpada would no doubt have given 
any thing we might have required foi his ranfom * * ; for he had rendered himfelf for¬ 
midable to the Gentiles, who are perpetually at war with the Mahometan king. 

In the port in which we were there is another city, inhabited by Gentiles, like that 
of the King of Siripada, built in the fea, and of much greater fize than the capital of 
the Mahometan King. The King of the Gentiles is equally potent as his neighbour, 
but is not fo ostentatious; nay, it appears probable that Chriftianity might with much 
facility be introduced in his country f- 

The Mahometan King, on being informed of the damage we had done his junks, 
caufed us to be informed by one of our people fettled on fliore for the purpofe of 
trade, that his veffels had had no hofttle intentions towards us, but were merely on 
their way to attack the Gentiles \ in evidence of which fome of the heads of thefe 
people who had been killed in battle were fhewn us. We then fcnt word to the King, 
that if this was the cafe, he had only to fend away the two men who were on fliore with 
our merchandize, and the fon of Johan Carvajo, but this the King, refufed. Thus was 
Johan Carvajo punilhed by the lofs of his fon (born in the Brazils), and whom he un¬ 
doubtedly would have recovered in exchange for the captain-general, but for his avarice 
and third: after gold. We retained on board fixteen of the chief men of the ifland 
and three women, whom we reckoned on tranfporting to Spain, with intention of pre- 
fenting thefe latter to the queen \ but Carvajo kept them for himfelf. 

The Mahometans here go naked, like all the other inhabitants of this climate. They 
are very par dal to quickfilver, which they take internally, regarding it not only as 
a remedy in different diforders, but alfo as a prefervative of health. They adore Ma¬ 
homet and follow his law, conefquently they eat no pork- They wafh their pofteriors 
with their left hand, which they never ufe in eating ; and when they void their urine, 
Hoop for the purpofe. Their faces they wafh with the right hand ; but they never rub 
their teeth with their fingers. They cireumcife like the Jews. They never kill either 
goats or fowls, without fir ft addrefling the fun. They cut oft the pinions of their 
fowls, and their feet, after, which they fever them in twain. Never do they eat of any 
animal butfuch as is killed by themfelves. 

This ifland produces camphor, a fort of balfam which exudes by drops from between 
the bark and the wood of the tree : thefe drops are as fmall as particles of bran. If 


wrote, there was moft probably a eanfidcrable city. lit the chart of the Eaft Indies, publifhed in 1709, 
by Moll, a city of this name is marked at the month of Frefh river, in 1 st. 3 0 S. long. II i E. of London ; 
and befides this, o£f the fouth-weftern point of Borneo the ifland Laoot or Laut, that to which Amoretti 
alludes. Eng. Tk. 

* Upon no juft grounds whatever could this captain have been retained, Carvajo certainly was guilty of 
great ingratitude in ading fo haftfly as he did, efpccially after the open and generous conduct of the King 
of Borneo towards the Spaniards. Pigafetta perhaps veils the real caufe for their unprovoked hostility. 
The junks could not have anchored In the harbour without exciting enquiry on the part of the commander 
of the fquadron ; he would have learnt in confeqnence that they returned rich with the plunder of Laoe, 
and, mindlefs of his obligations to the Sovereign of the country, prefumptwely, then refolved by murder 
and piracy to make himfelf mailer of the wealth on board : the appearance of the fleet in thla cafe will 
have fumifhed him with the flimfy pretence for following up his plan, which Pigafetta ftates. Eng. Tr. 

f The Portuguefe introduced Chriftianity among them, which flourifhed until 1590 Sotmerat loco 
citato j where alio he fays, that the Mahomedans have obliged the Pagans to quit the fea fliore^ and retire 
to the mountains. 

the 
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the camphor be expofed to the air it infenfibty evaporates. The tree which produces it 
is called capor *. Here alfo cinnamon grows, ginger, mirabolans, oranges, lemons, 
fugar-canes, melons, citrons, radifhes, onions, &c. Among the animals are elephants, 
horfes, buffaloes, hogs, goats, fowls, geefe, crows, and many other birds. 

It is faid the king of Burne has two pearls as large as pullets’ eggs, and fo perfectly 
round that when placed on a polilhed table, they never remain at reft. When we 
carried him our prefents, I made fign of my defire to fee them, which he promifed I 
fhould do j but this never came to pafs. Some of the chiefs told me they knew of 
them. 

The Mahomedans of this country have brafs money perforated fo as to firing it. 
On one fide it has four characters of the great King of China. This money is called 
pici f. In our commerce with the Borneans for a cathil of quickfilver, they gave us 
fix china bowls. The cathil weighs two pounds f. For a quire of paper we received 
ftill more. A cathil of brafs purchafed a fmall vafe of porcelain; and for three 
knives we obtained one of larger fize : for a hundred and fixty cathils of brafs we ob¬ 
tained a bahar (344 lbs. avoirdupois) of wax. The bahar is a weight equal to two 
hundred and three cathils. For eighty cathils of brafs we purchafed a bahar of fait; 
and for forty cathils of that metal a bahar of anime, a kind of gum ufed for paying of 
fliips, for in this country they have no pitch. Twenty tabiis make a cathil. 1 he mer¬ 
chandizes molt in requeft here are copper, quickfilver, cinnabar, glafs, woollen cloths, 
linens, and, prized above all others, iron and magnifying glaffes. 

The junks we have before mentioned are their largeft veffels. They are conftrucled 
in the following manner: the fides to within two fpans of the dead work are of plank¬ 
ing faftened one piece to another by wooden pins, and nicely finiflied : in the upper 
part they are formed of large bamboos, which project in a falient angle from the junk 
to form a counterpoife ||. Thefe junks will carry as great a burthen as our veffels. 
The mails are made of the fame bamboos, and the fails of the bark of trees. 

Having noticed a confiderable quantity of porcelain at Burne, I madefome inquiries 
refpeding it. I learnt it was formed of a very white kind of earth, which is left for 
half a century under ground to refine, fo that they hence hold as a proverb, that the 
father buries himfelf for the welfare of his fon. It is pretended, that if poifon be put 
into thefe vafes of porcelain, they immediately break. 

Theiflandof Burne is fo extenfive, that it requires three months to fail round if. 
It lies in latitude five degrees fifteeen minutes north, longitude one hundred and 
feventy-fix degrees, forty minutes from the line of demarcation §. 

* The beft camphor at prefent com^ from Borneo* Hift. Gen. des Voy, loc. cit. p. 140* 

f The pici or pice is the coin of fmallelt value current in the Bait Indies* It is as described made ia 

+ The cathil of Batavia* in the ifknd of Java, weighs 1,3lbs* and decimals avoirdupois; it ia of 16 
tails, as in China | if the tail, or as Pigafetta calls it, tabil of Borneo, be equivalent in weight to that of 
Java, as the cathil confifts of 20 tails in Borneo, the weight in Englilh avoirdupois will be 1,694 lbs* In 
the Metrologie of Biernorod, Paris, 1803, the weight of the cathil of Java, Siam, Malacca, and Sumatra, 
are given. In the three firil places it is nearly the fame, viz. equal to t, 355 avoirdupois, but the 

cathil is only of 16 tails* Now 3,694^3. avoirdupois, the cathil of 20 tails, is equal to 1,878 lbs, of 
Barcelona, or nearly two Spani/h pounds. The bahar of Borneo may be reckoned equal to ^44 lbs* 
avoirdupois. Eng.Tr. . * 

t( This ferves to balance the junk or keep it Heady, The text docs not actually flate that the reed woik 
extends from the fides of the junk* but allows the interpretation given, fince the author Hates that it fervea 
as a counterpoife. Amgretti. o f 

§ This is the latitude of the city of Borneo. The longitude is not exa6;, Borneo lying m T ^ C31 *- 

of the line of demarcation. The Chevalier Pigafetta marked in hia plan of the Ifland of Borneo the dilUnce 

* 1 from 
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On quitting this ifland, we retraced our courfe to feck a fpot fit for repairing our 
vefleJs, one of which leaked greatly, and the other* * for want ot a pilot, had ftruck on a 
land bank near an ifland called Bibalen * ; but, thank God, we got it afloat again. We 
likewife ran a great rifle of being blown up : a failor after fnufling a candle, through 
inadvertence, [hrew the lighted wick into a cafe of gunpowder ; but he drew it out 
again fo quickly that the powder did not take fire, # , 

On the wav we faw four pirogues- We took one loaded with cocoa nuts detuned 
for Burne ; but the crew efcaped to a final I ifland. lhe three others avoided us by 

retiring behind feme other ificts, , ■ u a 

Between the north cape of Burne and the ifland of Cimbonbon, in latitude eight de* 
grees feven minutes north, we found a very commodious port for careening our fliips; but 
as we were deftitute of many things necelfary for this purpofe, it took us forty-two days 
to finifli this work. Every one did his beft, one taking one part, another a different 
one. What cau fed us mo ft trouble was getting wood from the forefts, as the whole 
country was covered with brambles and thorny buflies, and we were barefooted. 

In this ifland there are very large boars. Of thefe we killed one as it was fwimming 
from one ifland to another. Its head was two fpans and a half in length, and its talks 
very long f. Here alfo are crocodiles, which live on land as well as in the water, oyfteis 
and fliell fifh of every description, and turtle of a very large fize. We caught two, the 
meat alone of which weighed, of the one, twenty-fix, of the other, forty-four pounds* 
We likewife caught a fifh, the head of which, refeinbliog that of a hog, had two horns* 
Its body was cloathed with a bony fubftance, and on its back was a kind of faddle, but 
not very large. 

What to me feeined more extraordinary was to fee trees, the leaves of which as they 
fell, became animated- Thefe leaves referable thofe of the mulberry-tree, # except in 
not being fo long, their ftalk is fhort and pointed, and near the ftalk on one fide and 
the other they have two feet. Upon being touched they make away 1 but when 
cmfhcd they yield no blood. I kept one in a box for nine days \ on opening the box 
at the end of this time, the leaf was alive, and walking round it: I am of opinion 
they live on air J* 

On quitting this ifland, that is to fay the port, we fell in with a junk coming from 
Burne. We made fignal to it to lay to ; but as it paid no attention to us, we purfuccl, 
took, and pillaged it. ft had on board the governor of Pulaoan, with one of his fons and 
his brother, whom we obliged to pay for his ranfom, within the fpace of a week, four 
hundred meafures of rice, twenty hogs, a fimilar number of goats, and a hundred and 
fifty fowls- Not only did he give us all we required, but to thefe he added fponta- 
neoufly cocoa-nuts, bananas, fugar-canes, and vafes of palm-wine* In recompence for his 


from the north point to the port at fifty leagues, and Lane at lhe fouthern point of lhe ifland. Not 
having heard any other parts of it mentioned, lie gave to the ifland the form of a triangle, and laid down 
the two cities on the bay of Borneo. 

* Now called Balaba. 

f This is the babirofla (Sua babiruffa Linn.) which has the faculty of fwimming, and whole fnout fa 
armed with long Uilks. Sec the deferiprion of this animal in the Voyage par le Cap de Bonne Efperance 
ct Batavia, a Samara ng, a MacalTar, a Ainbome eta Surate; par SUvorlnus, tom. i. p. 254, in which 
alfo its figure may be feen* 

J Other travellers have feen fimilar leaves, and have examined them with greater attention. Some have 
fancied thefe leaves to be moved by an infedl contained in them. Hill. Gen. des Voy. tom. xv p. . 8 ; 
others have remarked that they are not really leaves, but a fpecies of loculi covered with four wings of an 
oval form, and about three inches in length, the upper ones of which bend in fuch manner the one over 
fhe other as to referable perfe&ly a brown leaf with its fibres. Stedmaoi Voyage to Surinam* book ii 

liberal 
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liberal demeanour we reflored him part of his poniards and fufils, and gave him a 
ftandard, a drefs of yellow damafk, and fifteen yards of linen* To his foo we made a 
prefent of a cloak of blue cloth, &c. His brother received a drefs of green doth. e, 
like wife, made prefems to the people who were with them, fo that we parted in a 
friendly manner. 

We now fleered to pafs on a backward track between the ifland of Cagayan-and the' 
port of Chipit, our courfe being eaft by fouth, and our deflination for the iflands of 
Malucho, We coafted certain illets where we noticed the fea covered with herbs,, 
not with {landing it was here of very confiderable depth : we feenied to be in another 
fea # . 

Leaving Chipit on the eaft, w r e difcerned on the weft the two iflands Zolo f and 
Taghima J, w r here, as is laid, the fineft pearls are fifhed. Here thofe were taken be¬ 
longing to the King of Borneo, of which I have fpoken ; the manner in which he ob¬ 
tained pofieffion of them was as follows: This King had married a daughter of the 
King of Zolo, who one day told him that her father owned thefe two large pearls. 
The King of Burae, on hearing it, was anxious to have them, and one night he failed 
with five hundred veffels full of armed men, feized on the perfon of his father-in-law 
and his two fens, and made the furrender of thefe two pearls the price of their 
liberation. 

Keeping now a courfe eaft by north we paffed by two villages called Cavit and Su- 
banin, and failed by an inhabited ifland called Motroripa, ten leagues from the filets 
which I have mentioned. The inhabitants of this ifland build no houfes $ but con- 
flantiy live in their boats. 

The villages of Cavit and Stibanin ftand on the iflands Bulnan and Caligan, in which 
the beft cinnamon grows. Had we been able to remain there any time we might have 
loaded our veffel with that fpicebut we were unwilling to lofe the favourable wind 
which then prevailed, for we had to double a point and pafs feme fmatl iflands which 
furround it. Sailing along we law feme iflanders who came off to us, and gave us 
feventeen pounds of cinnamon for two large knives we had taken from the governor of 
Pulaoan, 

Having feen the cinnamon tree I am enabled to give a defcription of it. It is from 
five to fix feet high, and no thicker than one's finger. Never has it more than three 
or four branches ; the leaf is fimilar to that of the laurel : the cinnamon we ufe is 
merely the bark of the tree, which is (tripped off twice in the year. The wood, itfelf 
even, and the green leaves have the fame aromatic flavor as the bark. It is called by 
the natives cainmaaa (whence the name cinnamon is derived) from cain, which figni- 
fies wood, and mana, fweet. 

Changing our courfe now for a north-eafterlv direction, we fleered for a town called 
Maingdunao [J, fituate in the fame ifland with Butuan and Calangan, our objeft in 
making which place was to obtain precife information refpe£ting the fite of the iflands 
Malucho, Meeting a bignaday on our way, a bark refembiing a pirogue, we determined 
on capturing it; but as in effecting this we encountered refiftance, we killed Xeven of 

* Stedmarc, in nearly the fame latitude in the Atlantic Ocean, Found the fea covered with herbage. 
Amoretti The French navigators met with the fame phenomenon in the Pacific Ocean in Riedle Bay* 
See chap jtiii, t ,F the Voyage of Drfcovery to the Auftral Regions by Peron, in this collection, The 
vegetable us the fucus giganteus, often from £t;o to kjo feet long. Eng. Tr. 

t Bdlin calls it Julo Cook, Sonloo J Now Bafilan 4 

Jj Maingdunao b the fame as Mindanao, a-town on a lake of fimilar name with the ifland on which it 
hands, 

the 
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■the eighteen men (he had on board. The prifoners were better made, and more robuft 
than any we had hitherto feen. They happened to be certain chiefs of Maingdunao, 
and among them was the king's brother, who affined us he perfectly well knew the 
pofition of the iflands of Malucho. 

Upon the account we received from him we changed our dire&ion to the fouth-eaft. 
We were then in latitude fix degrees feven minutes north, thirty leagues diftant: from 
Cavit. 

We were told that at a cape on this illand near a river are hairy men, great warriors 
and excellent bowmen. They have daggers a fpan long, and when they make 
prifoners they eat the hearts of them raw with orange or lemon juice. They are 
called Benaians *. 

We paffed on our way four i (lands, Ciboco, Beraham, Batolach, Sarangani, and Can- 
digarf. On Saturday 26th October, juft after the clofe of day, we experienced a 
hurricane, during which we took in our fails, and prayed to God for prote&ion. Here¬ 
upon we faw our three faints fettle on our mails, who difperfed the darknefs. They 
remained there upwards of two hours, Saint Elme on the main mail. Saint Nicholas on 
the mizen, and Saint Clare on the foremaft. In gratitude for the favour they had 
done us, we vowed them each a (lave, and accordingly made them, an offering each 
of one. 

Purfuing our courfe we entered a port about the middle of the ifland Sarangani, to¬ 
wards Candigar ; we anchored here, near a collection of houfes in Sarangani, where 
is abundance of pearls and gold. This port lies in latitude five degrees nine minutes 
north, fifty leagues diftant from Cavit. The people are Gentiles, and go naked like 
the reft of the inhabitants of thefe latitudes. 

We flopped a day here, and feized forcibly on two pilots to conduct us to Malucho. 
By their advice we fleered fouth-fouth-weft, and threaded eight iflands partly inhabited 
and partly defert, which formed a kind of ftreet. Their names are as follow : Cheava, 
Caviao, Cabiao, Cumunuca, Cabaluzao, Cheai, Lipan, andNuza; at the end of this 
ftreet we found ourfelves oppofite to a tolerably handfome illand j ; but having a 
contrary wind we were unable to double the point of it, but all night long were 
conftrained to be conflamly tacking. On this occafion it was that the prifoners we 
had made at Sarangani jumped overboard and made their efcape by fwimming, toge¬ 
ther with the brother of the king of Maingdunao; but we learnt afterwards, that the 
fon of this prince, not having been able to keep his feat on his father’s back, was 
drowned. 

Finding it impoffible to double the cape of the great ifland, we paffed to windward 
of it, by feveral fmall iflands. This large ifland, which is called Sanghir, is governed 
by four kings, the names of whom are as follow; Rajah Matandatu, Raja Laga, Raja 
Babti, and Raja Parabu. It lies in latitude three degrees thirty minutes north, twenty- 
feven leagues from Sarangani. 

Continuing the fame courfe, we paffed by five iflands called Chioma, Carachita, 

* Fenaian is the fouthern cape of an ifland of fimilar name. 

. I 1° chart of Beilin I find but two iflands here, one of which is called Saranga. Sarangani is named 
tn the note of the eighty-two iflands, which in the year i68z belonged to the King of Ternate. Hift 
Gen. des Voyages, tom. xi. p. 17. This ifland has an excellent port for veffds to vi£tnal in. 

t ^ I 16 iflands mentioned here belong to the groupe, among which modern geographers place Kararo- 
tan, Linop, and Cabrocana, after which comes Sanghir, the tolerably handfome ifland noticed by our 
author. South-fouth-weft of this illand are many iflets mentioned as he proceeds by Pigafetta. Cabiou 
Cabaloufu, Limpang, and Noufla, are mentioned in the lift of iflands which in 1682 belonged to the King 
of Ternate. * 6 

Para, 
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Para, Zangalura, and Ciau * * * § , the laft: of which is ten leagues diftant from Sanghir. 
Here is feen a pretty large mountain, but of no great elevation. Us King is called 
Rajah Ponto. 

We reached the ifland Paghinzaraf, on which are three high mountains : its King 
is named Rajah Babintan. Twelve leagues eaft of Paghinzara we found, befides Talant, 
two linall inhabited iflands. Zoar and Mean j. 

On Wednefday, 6th November, having paffed thefe iflands we diftinguilhed four 
others, pretty lofty, fourteen leagues eaftward of the laft. The pilot, whom we had 
taken at Sarangani, informed us that thefe were the iflands Malucho. We now re¬ 
turned thanks to God, and as a figtial of rejoicing fired a round from all our great 
guns ; nor will it excite aftonifhment that we lhould be elated, when it is confidered 
that we had been at fea now twenty-feven months all but two days, and had vifiled an 
infinity of iflands in fearch of thofe we had now attained. 

The Portuguefe have given out that the iflands Malucho are fituate in midfl of a fea 
impaffable on account of fhallows which every where abound, and the conftant cloudi- 
nels and fogs to which the atmofphere is fubject; we however found the contrary, 
and never had we lefs than a hundred fathoms water all the way to the Malucho 
Iflands themfelves. 

On Friday, 8th of November, three hours before fun-fet we entered the port of an 
ifland called Tadore §. We came to an anchorage near the land, in twenty fathoms 
water, and difcharged all our guns. 

The next day the King came in a pirogue and made the tour of our lhips. We 
went to meet him in our boats to exprefs our thanks: he caufed us to enter his pirogue,, 
in which we feated ourfelves by his fide. He was feated under a parafol of filk, which 
perfeftly lhaded him. Before him were one of his fons, who bore the royal fceptre, 
two men, each holding a vafe of gold with water to wafh his hands, and two others 
with two fmall gilt boxes containing betre (betel). 

He complimented us on our arrival, telling us that a long time back he had dreamt 
that fome lhips would arrive at Malucho from a diftant country ; and that to be cer¬ 
tain whether his dream was true he had confulted the moon, by which he found the 
veffels would actually arrive, and that it was as he expe&ed. 

He next came on board our lhips, and we all of us kifled his hand. We conduced 
him towards the hind-caftle, where, that he might not be forced to ftoop, he refilled 
to enter otherwife than through the opening at the top. There we caufed him to be 
feated in a chair of red velvet, and threw over him a Turkifh veftment of yellow 
velvet; and the more ftrongly to mark our refpeft we feated ourfelves oppofite to him 
on the ground. 

When he underftood who we were, and the object of our voyage, he told us, that 
he himfelf and all his people would feel happy in the friendlhip of the King of Spain, 
and glad to be confidered his vaffals; that he would receive us in his ifland as his own 
children; that we might come on Chore and remain there as fafe as in our own houfes; 
and that as a token of his affection for the King our Sovereign, his ifland fliould no 
longer bear the name of Tadore but be called Caftille. 

• In the Atlas of Robert there are here a number of fmall iflands, among which are Kegatarda and Siapi, 
names which bear a limilitude to Zangalura and Ciau, or Sian. Sonnerat alfo fpeaks of this laft. In the 
note of the ifland* of the King of Ternate appear Karkitang, Para, Sangalouhan, and Siau. 

+ Paghinzara, Tulaut, and Mahono are contained in the fame note 

J Zoar and Mean are in the fame foot* on which Robert has placed Saranbal andMeyan, 

§ Now Tidor. . 


We 


^6o FIGAFETTA’s VOYAGE ROttNB THE WOR-LG. 

We then made a prefent to him of the chair on which he fat, and the drefs he wore! \V<* 
likewife crave him a piece of fine cloth, four yards of fcarlet,avefl of brocade, a yellow 
damafk doth, fome other Indian cloths of filk and gold, a very fine piece of Cambayan 
chintz, two caps, fix firings of beads, twelve knives, three large mirrors, fix pair of 
fciffars, fix combs, feme gtafs goblets gilt, and other things. To his fonwe prefented 
a piece of Indian cloth of filk and gold, a large mirror, a cap, and two knives. W e 
likewlfe made prerents to each of the nine perfonages who attended him, of a piece of 
filk, a cap, and two knives'; and to the remainder of his fmte, of each a cap, kmie, 
&c. continuing our gifts till the King defired us to ceafe. He find he was lorry that 
he had nothing with which to prefent the King of Spain that was Worthy of his ac¬ 
ceptance but himfelf. He recommended us to moor our veflels near the Joules, and 
authorized us, in cafe any of his people fhould attempt to rob us during the night, to 
fire at them. After this he departed highly fatisfied with us; but on no occaiion 
would he bend the head, notwith(landing we frequently bowed to him. On his 
departure we fired a falute from all our guns. 

This King is a Moor, that is to fay an Arab*, about forty-five years of age, tole¬ 
rably well made, and of handfome countenance. His drefs confifted of a very fine 
fhirt, the fleeves of which were embroidered with gold; from the waift to the feet he 
wore a loofe drapery; his head was covered by a Veil of filk, and over this veil he 
wore a garland of flowers. Ilis name is Rajah Sooltaun Manzoor. He is an eminent 

aftrologer. . . 

On Sunday, 10th November, we had a fecond interview with the King, who en¬ 
quired what our feveral appointments were, and what our pay; in which articles we 
fatisfied his curiofity. He likewife begged us to favour him with a feal of the King 
and a royal ftandard ; being folicitous, he faid, that his ifland, as well as that of 
Tarenate t, over which he intended to place as fovereign his grandfon, who was called 
Calanogapi, fhould henceforth be rubjecT: to the King of Spain, for whom he would for 
the future contend: moreover, he added, if he fhould be fo unfortunate as to be over¬ 
come, he would in his own veffels proceed to Spain, and carry with him thither the 
royal fignet and ftandard. He afterwards befought us to leave with him on our de¬ 
parture fome of our people, whom he would hold more dear than all our merchandize, 
which would not, as he obferved, fo long remind him, as the fight of thefe Spaniards, 
of our monarch the King of Spain. 

Remarking our folicitude to haften the lading of our fliips with cloves, he told us, 
that not having a fufficient quantity in the ifland in a dry ftate to anfwer our demand, 
he would fetch more from the ifland Bachian, where he trufted he fhould find the 
quantity we needed. 

This day being Sunday we made no pur chafes. The fabbath of thefe iflanders is 
Friday. 

It will no doubt be pleafing to you, my lord, to receive information refpefting the i(lands 
which produce cloves. Thefe are five in number: Tarenate, Tadore, Mutir, Maehian, 
and Bachian Tarenate (Ternate) is the chief; the laft King was fovereign of almofl: 

the 

* By Moor and Arab Plgafetta alike means Mahomedan. 

■f Now Ternate. 

^ It was formerly thought that cloves w-ereonly found In thefe five Hlands, properly called the Moluc¬ 
cas ; but they were afterwards found in other iflands, to which, on this account, the name of Moluccas was 
extended; fo that at prefent are compiifed under this name all the ifUnds between the Philippines and 
Java. The Dutch, in order to monopolize the trade in cloves, endeavoured by force and ftratagem to 
*te£troy all the clove trees in the iflands not dependent on them; but did not ftxceed, Subfequent on the 

French 
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the whole of the other four* * Tadore (TidorJ* where we then was* has its own king. 
Mutir anti Machian are independent republics; and when the Kings of Tarenate and 
Tadore are at war with each other* thefe two democratic (fates furnifh foldiers to eitln r 
party. The lafl of the iflands is Bachian, which has its diftinfifc f >vereign. The wjkJj 
of this diftrift, in which cloves grow, is called Malucho (theMoluccas). 

Upon our arrival at Tadore, we were told that eight months before a Portug al'.? 
died there, of the name of Francis Serano. He was captain-general of the King of 
Tarenate, who was at war with the King of Tadore. Serano obliged the latter to give 
his daughter in marriage to the former, and mod: of the male children of the chief 
people of Tadore as heritages;—by thefe means peace was effe&ed. From this mar¬ 
riage iAiled the grandfon of the King Calanopagi, of whom we have before fpoken ; 
but the King of Tadore never fincerely forgave Francis Sera no* and fwore to be 
revenged : in fa£t fome years after this occurrence* when Sera no repaired one day to 
Tadore to buy cloves* the King had poifon adminiftered to him in leaves of betre, 
and he furvived but four days* The King wifhed to have him interred after the cuftom 
of his country ; but three Chriftian domeftics, which Serano had taken with him, re¬ 
filled his intention* Serano* at his death, left a boy and girl yet infants, the iHue of a 
marriage contracted by him in the ifland of Java. The whole of his property confifted, 
almoft exclufively, in two hundred bahars of cloves (6S,8oolbs. avoirdupois weight). 

Serano was an intimate friend of* and was even related to our unfortunate captain- 
general ; and him it was who influenced him in undertaking this voyage: for while 
Magellan was at Malacca, he learnt from Serano that he was at Tadore, where a very 
advantageous traffic might be carried on. Magellan did not lofe fight of this informa¬ 
tion, when Don Emanuel refufed the fmall increafe of pay he folicited of a teftoon per 
month *; a recompenfe which he thought his fervices to the crown had amply de- 
ferved* In revenge, therefore, for the denial of a requeft fa moderate, he repaired to 
Spain, and propofed to His Majefty the Emperor a voyage to Malucho by a weftern courfe* 
which propofidon was liftened to, and originated the expedition on which we failed. 

Ten days after the death of Serano* the King of Tarenate* called Rajah Abuleisf, 
who had married the daughter of the King of Bachian, declared war againft his fon- 
in-law, and drove hint out of his ifland* His daughter left then her exiled hufband 
to mediate between her father and him, and while with her father for this purpofe fhe 
adminiftered poifon to him, which took him off in the courfe of two days. At his 
death he left nine fons: Chechili-Momuli J* Jadore-Vunghi, Chechilideroix, Ciliman- 
zoor* Ciiipagi, Chialioochechilin, Catara-vajecu, Serieh, and Calanogapi* 

On Monday, nth November, Chechilideroix* one of the fons of the King of 
Tarenate whom we have before mentioned, approached our veffel with two pirogues, 
in which were men playing on gongs* He was dreft in a robe of red velvet. We 
were afterwards informed that he had with him the widow and children of Serano v 
SrilJ he did not venture to come on board; and on our part we dared not to invite 


French revolution great changes took place in the South Sea, Pigafetta, who has given the Molucca Iflands 
in his charts, has likewife delineated on one of them a dove tree, which bears no reiemblanee to it whatever. 
Amoretti, As well as m the South Sea, the clove-tree flourifhes in the Ifle of France j as will he feen 
in the Voyage to the I fie of France and Manila* by M. de Guignes, which forms a part of this GoliefVktt. 

* Fhe teftoon of this time was of the value of half a ducat, or about five (hillings. 

f When Brito or Brea was fent as a governor to the Molucca iflands in ryil, Abulcis was then 
fovereign of Ternate, and is called Rajah Beglif, 

t It appears that when PIgafetta nfes the ch it has, after the manner of the Italians, the found of k, 
and not that of the ch of the Erglifh and Spaniards. Eng. Tr. 

vol. xi. ^ a him 
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him without permiffion from the King of Tidore, who was his enemy, and in whofe 
poVt we were: we confequemly fent to learn his plea! tire, His anfwer was that we 
had full liberty to do as we pleafed. In the mean time Chechilideroix, feeing us hefi- 
tate, became fufpicious, and kept a greater diftance, on which we were induced to fend 
a boat to him, with a piece of Indian cloth as a prefent, feme mirrors, feiffars, and 
knives, which he accepted with rcludlance, and afterwards failed away. 

He had with him an Indian who had turned Chriftian, and was called Manuel; this 
man was fervant to Alpbonfo de Lorofa, who on the death of Serano had come from 
Band an to Tarenate ; he under! tood the Portuguefe, and with the boat we fent came 
on board our vejETfel, and informed us that the foils of the King of Tarenate, though at 
enmity with the King of Tadore, were well inclined to abandon the King of Portugal 
for the monarch of Spain, By his means we conveyed a letter to Lorofa inviting him 
on board, and alluring him of our friendly intentions. In thefequel we fhall fee that 
he attended to our invitation. 

On enquiry into tlte cufloms of the country, I learnt that the King may have as 
many women as he pleafes, but that only one of them is regarded as his queen, the 
others being reckoned flaves. Without the town he had a large houfe, in which were 
two hundred of his moil hand fame women, with an equal number to wait upon them* 
The King always eats by himfeif, or with his queen, on a fort of elevated platform, 
which commands a view of all his women, who are feated round him; and after dinner 
he felefls which of them pleafes him beft for his companion for the night- After the 
King has dined, provided lie allows of it, his women all eat together; other wife each 
dines in her chamber by herfelf No one is allowed to fee the King's women but by 
exprefs per million from him ; and were any daring individual to approach the place 
of their abode, whether by day or by night, he would inftantly be put to death- In 
order that the King's leraglio may be well fupplied, each family is obliged to fumifii 
him with one or two girls- The Rajah Sooltaun Manzoor had twenty-fix children ; 
of which number eight were boys and eighteen girls *, In the ifland of Tadore there is 
a kind of bilhopf , who had forty women and a vafl: number of children. 

On Tuefday, 12th November, the King caufed a filed to be railed for receiving our 
merchandize, which was completed in a fmgle day- Thither we carried all we defigned 
to barter, and three of our men were fet to guard the fame. The value fixed on the 
merchandize w r e meant to exchange for cloves was thus fixed : for ten yards of red 
cloth of a fine quality, a bahar of cloves was to be received- The bahar is four 
quintals and fix pounds J, each quintal being one hundred pounds. We likewife 
were to have in barter the lame quantity of cloves for fifteen yards of inferior doth, 
for fifteen axes, or thirty-five glafs goblets. After this ratio we difpofed of all our 
glafs to the King, Moreover, a bahar of cloves was the price given for feventeen cathils 
of cinnabar, for a fimilar weight of quickfilver, for twenty-fix yards of linen, or twenty- 
five of a finer quality, for a hundred and fifty pair of feiffars, or as many knives, for ten 
yards of Guzzerat cloth § , for three gongs, or a hundred weight of copper. We fhould 

* Forfter (Cook’s Third Voyage) obferves that wherever men or even animals have many females, more 
of the feminine are born than of the mafcnlme gender; a ctrcumftance eafy of explanation on the principle 
of the organic Tnokculas ot Button, The family of the King of Tidor is hv proof of this after Uon. 

f That is to fay a mufti, 

X It h not clear what pounds Plgafetta alludes to, whether Spanifti or Portuguefe; if the pound of 
Seville, the bahar of Molucca will be equivalent to four hundred and twelve; if of Lifbon to four hundred 
and ten pounds avoirdupois, 

J The Guzzerat was a kingdom in India, fubjeft to the King of Cambaya* of which Barbofa, a com* 
panion of Plgafetta, makes mention in Ramufio, tome i. p, 295* 
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have made great profit of our looking-glades, but moft of them were broke by the way, 
and the refidue were almoit wholly appropriated to himfelf by the King. Part of the 
merchandize I have mentioned was taken out of the junks we captured. We thus 
carried on a highly advantageous traffic j but we ffiould have made it Hill more lucra¬ 
tive but for our eagernefs to return to Spain. Befides cloves, we every day laid in a 
confiderable flock of provifions, the Indians conftantly repairing to us in their barks, 
bringing goats, poultry, cocoa-nuts, bananas, and other edibles, which they gave us for 
things of little value. We at the fame time laid in a large quantity of an extremely 
hot water, which after an hour’s expofure to the air becomes very cold. It is pre¬ 
tended that this quality of the water is owing to its ilTuing from the mountain of 
cloves *. In this we recognized the impoflure of the Portuguefe, who have ftudied to 
enforce a belief that there is no frelh water in the Malucho Iflands, and that it mull 
be obtained from very diftant countries. 

The next day the King fent his fon Moffahap to the ifland Mutir in fearch of cloves, 
that we might the fooner complete our lading. The Indians, who we had taken on 
-the way, chofe this opportunity of fpeaking to the King, and of interelling him in their 
behalf. He accordingly begged them of us, in order, as he faid, that he might lend 
them home, accompanied by five of the iilanders of Tadore, who by this means 
would have an opportunity of fpeaking in praife of the King of Spain, and thus render 
the Spanifh name dear to and refpe&able among thofe nations. We delivered up to 
him in confequence the three women we intended to prefent to the Queen of Spain, as 
well as all the men we had taken, thofe only of Burne excepted. 

The King begged of us another favour: it was that we would kill all the fwine we 
had on board, for which he offered us ample compenfation in goats and poultry. We 
accordingly complied with his requeft, and killed them between decks that the Moors 
might not fee them; for fuch is their abhorrence of this animal, that when by chance 
they meet one they fhut their eyes and put their fingers to their nofe, that they may 
neither fee it nor finell the odour it diffufes. 

The fame evening the Portuguefe, Peter Alphonfo de Lorofa, came on board our 
veffel in a pirogue. We were informed that the King had fent to admonilh him 
previoufly, that, though he was from Tarenate, he muff take efpecial care, as he ffiould 
anfwer for a different conduct, to be fincere in his replies to the queftions we might 
put to him. In faft, on his coming on board, he gave us information on every matter 
interefting to us. We learnt from him that he had been fixteen years in India, of 
which he had palled ten in the Malucho iflands, whither he had come with the firft 
Portuguefe, who had actually been eftabliffied there that fpace of time, though this was 
kept a profound fecret. He added, that a large veffel, eleven months before, had ar¬ 
rived at the Malncho Iflands from Malacca, to load with cloves, and had effectively 
taken in a cargo; but that it had been detained for feveral months by bad weather at 
Bandan. This veffel came from Europe; and the Portuguefe captain, who was called 
Triftan di Menezes, told Lorofa, that the mod important news at that time was that 
a fquadron of five veffels, under the command of Fernandez Magellan, had failed from 
Seville, to make the difeovery of Malucho in the name of the King of Spain; and 
that the King of Portugal, who was the more vexed at this expedition from its being 
a fubjetl of his who fought to do him the injury, had fent veffels to the Cape of Good 

• It has been remarked that many Iflands of tbe South Sea are volcanic ; confcquently the hot water 
is merely a refult of this circumstance, or the existence of pyrites in the fubterranean channels through 
which the water runs previous to its riling to the day. 
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Hope, and to Cape Sta. Maria* in the country of the cannibals, to intercept his paffage 
into the Indian Sea, but that they had not met with him. Having received informa¬ 
tion of his palling by another fea, and that he was gone to the Malucho iflands by a 
weftern paffage,, he had ordered Hon Diego Lopez de Sicherai", his captain-in-chief 
in the Indies, to lend fix lhips of war to Malucho againft Magellan ; but Sichera being 
informed that the Turks were at this time preparing a fleet againft Malacca, had previ- 
oufly been obliged to difpatch fixty lhips againft them to the Strait of Mecca, in the land 
of Judah | ; and having found the Turkifh galleys here caft on fliore near the ftrong 
and handfome town of Adem, they fucceeded in burning them all. This expedition 
prevented the Portuguefe captain-general effecting what he was ordered againft us; but 
Ihorily after he prepared a galeon oi two tier of bombards to attack us, commanded by 
Francis Faria, a Portuguefe. Neither did this galeon proceed to the Malucho Iflands 
againft us; for, whether owing to running on the flioals near Malacca, or to currents 
and contrary winds, it was obliged to return to the port whence it came. Lorofa added, 
that a few days before, a caravella with two junks had come to the Malucho Iflands to 
obtain intelligence refpeaing us. The junks went in the interval to Bachian to load 
with cloves, having feven Portuguefe on board, who, notwithftanding the remon- 
ftranees of the King, refuting to refpeft the perfons either of the women or the inha¬ 
bitants, nay, or the King himfelf, were all of them maffacred. On learning this, the 
captain of the caravella judged expedient to fail as quickly as poflible. and return to 
Malacca, leaving the two junks at Bachian, w'iih four hundred bahars of cloves (be¬ 
tween feventy and eighty tons), and a fufficiency of merchandize to barter for a hun¬ 
dred more. 

He likewife told us that a number of junks go every year from Malacca to Banda, 
to buy mace and nutmegs, and thence come to the Malucho iflands to load with cloves. 
The voyage from Banda to the Malucho iflands is efte&ed in three days, and that from 
Banda to Malacca in a fortnight. This commerce is the molt profitable to the King 
of Portugal of any carried on with thefe iflands, and in confequence the greateft care 
is ufed in keeping it fecret from the Spaniards. 

What Lorofa communicated was very interefting to us; we therefore endeavoured 
to perfuade him to embark with us for Europe, holding out to him the expectation 
of feme valuable appointment from the King of Spain. 

On Friday, 15th November, the King told us he was about to proceed to Bachian 
to take poffeffion of the cloves left there by the Portuguefe, and requefted prefents of 
us for the King of Mutir, to whom he meant to give them in the name of the King 
of Spain. He amufed himfelf in the interval of their preparation, while on board our 
{hip, in feeing the exercife of our different arms, that is to fay, the crofs-bow, the 
berfil §, a weapon larger than the fufil, and the mulket. He ihot thrice from the crofs- 
bow, but could not be induced to fire the mulket. 

Oppofite to Tadore is a very large ifland called Giailolo ||, inhabited by Moors and 
Gentiles. The Moors have two kings, one of whom, as we were informed by the 

* The northern cape of the Rio della Plata. 

f Boiimele. Hilioire de la Maritie, fays that Lopez de Sichera went to the Indies in 1598* * § 

£ Ra her Jedda on the Red Sea, a port through which the commerce of Mecca is carried on. Ting 
account relate to the unfortunate expedition which Holy mart the Magnificent undertook, at the infliga** 
tlon of the Venetians, again ll the dtabli foments of the Ponuguefe in the Indies, to bring back to the 
Red Sea ihe commerce which the naviga ion round the Cape at Good Hope of the Portuguefe had anni¬ 
hilated. The Venetians furnifoed the Ottoman for thU purpofe with the requifite timber for building 
the foips, and the artillery. (Robenfon, Difquifition on Ancient India, feft, iii.) 

§ The betfil is a large kind of crofs-bow. 11 Gifolo. 


King 


pioafetta’s voyage round the WORLD, 365 

King of Tad ore, had fix hundred, and the other five hundred and twenty-fire chil* 
dren* The Gentiles have not fo many wives as the Moors, nor are they lb luper- 
ftitious. The firft thing they meet in the morning is the object of their adoration 
during the day* The King of the Gentiles is called Rajah Papua: he is very rich in 
gold, and inhabits the interior of the ifland* Here are feen, growing among the rocks, 
reeds as large round as a man's leg which are full of excellent water * ; of thefe we pur- 
chafed a number. The ifland of Giailolo is ib large that a boat with difficulty can 
make the tour of it in lour months* 

Saturday, 16th November, one of the Moorifh Kings of Giailolo came, with'a num* 
her of boats, on board our vdfel. We made him a prefent of a green damafk veft- 
ment, two yards of red cloth, fome fooking-glafles, fciffitrs, knives, combs, and two 
glafs goblets gilt, which much delighted him* He told us very politely that as we 
were friends of the King of Tadore he efteemed us alfo as his friends, fmce he loved 
that monarch as dearly as his own fon. He invited us to vifn his country, alluring 
ns we fhould be treated with great diftin&ton, This King is very powerful, and much 
refpeded in all the neighbouring iflands* He is of great age, and is called Juftu. 

The next morning, Sunday, the fame King made us a fecond vifit, and wiftied to 
fee the manner in which we fought and difcbarged our bombards ; at the exhibition 
we made in confequence of his requeft, he appeared to be greatly pleafed, for in his 
youth he had been of a very martial difpofition* 

The next day I went on fhore to fee the clove-tree, and notice the manner in which 
it fruits ; the refill t of my obfervations was as follows : the clove-tree attains a pretty 
confidence height, and its trunk is about as large as a man's body, varying more or 
lefs according to its age* Its branches extend very wide about the middle of the 
trunk, but at the furmnit terminate in a pyramid. Its leaf refembles that of the laurel, 
and the bark of it is of an olive colour. The cloves grow at the end of fmall branches, 
in clufters of from ten to twenty; and the tree, according to the feafon, fends forth 
more on one fide than the other. The cloves at firft are white; as they ripen they 
become reddifh, and blacken as they dry* There are annually two crops gathered, the 
one at Chriftmas, the other about St.John the Baptift's day, that is to fay about the 
time of the two fo! ft ices, fealons in which the air is more temperate in this country 
than at the other periods of the year, though the hotteft of the two is that of the 
winter folftice, when the fun is here at its zenith. When the year is hot, and the 
quantity of rain that falls is little, the amount of the crop of each ifland is from three 
to four hundred baharsf- The clove-tree grows only on the mountains, and dies if 
tranfplanted to the plain The leaf, the bark, and the woody part of the tree, have 
as ftrong a fmell and a flavour equally potent with the fruit itfelf. If this laft be not 
gathered juft at the proper feafon it becomes fo large and fo hard that no part of it 
remains good but the rind* There are no clove-trees of prime quality but in the moun¬ 
tains of the five iflands of Malucho ; for though fome grow in the ifland of Giailolo, 
and on the iflet Mare between Tadore and Mutir, the fruit of them is inferior* It is 
faid that fogs give them their fuperior decree of perfection in thefe iflands; however 
this may be, we certainly did remark every day that a fog, refembling thin clouds, 

* The bamboo, a reed which naturally contains a liquor -very good to drink, 

+ From fifty ~five to feventy-thrtc tons for each ifland, or for the whole five, from two hundred and 
feventydiYe to three hundred and fi ty-iive tons ; an amazing quantity certainly, but not more than adequate 
tt) the confumptioTi of Afia, Europe, and America, which are fupplied even now chiefly from thefe iflands 
with clovee* Ewg.Tr. 

t The Dutch have fince found that they fucceed equally well in the plain. 
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enveloped fir ft one and then another of the mountains oi thefe ifiands. Each inhabitant 
pofiefles fome clove-trees* which he attends to himfelf* and the fruit of which he 
gathers* but he ufes no ipecies of culture. I11 different ifiands cloves bear different 
names; they are called bongalavan at Sarangani* at Ladore ghomodes, and in the 
refidue of the Malucho ifiands, chianche. 

This ifland likewife produces nutmeg-trees ** which referable our walnuts as well 
in the appearance of the fruit as in the leaves. Ihe nutmeg when gathered is like a 
quince in fhape, colour* and the down with which it is covered* but it is final ter. The 
outward hufk is of the lame thicknefs as the green one of the walnut; beneath, a thin 
membrane or tiffue envelopes the mace, which, of a very lively red colour, indoles the 
ligneous fhell containing the nutmeg. 

Ginger alfo grows on this ifland; in a green flate It is eaten in the fame manner 
as bread. Ginger is not, properly fpeaking, the produce of a tree, but of a fort of 
fhrub, which fhoots up fuckers about a fpan in length, fimilar to the fhoots of canes, 
the leaves, too, like thole of the cane, except in their being more narrow. Thefe fhoots 
are of no value, the root only being the ginger ufed in commerce. Green ginger is 
not fo ftrong by much as when dried; and to dry it lime is ufed, for otherwife it 
could not be preferved. 

The houfes of thefe iflanders are built in the fame manner as thofe of the neigh¬ 
bouring illands, but they are not raifed fo high from the ground, and are furrounded 
with canes fo as to form a hedge. 

The women of the country are ugly : they go naked, as the females in the other 
ifiands, merely covering their fexual parts with a cloth made of the bark of trees. 
The men in like maimer go naked ; and, not with (landing the uglinefs of their wives, 
are very jealous of them. " They were efpecially very angry at feeing us land with our 
brayeltes t open, as they were apprehenfive this mode of drefs might alt as a pro¬ 
vocative to their women. Men and women alike go unfhod. 

They make their cloths from the bark of trees in the following manner. They 
take a piece of bark and foak it in water until foftened; they then beat it with flicks, 
to make it flretch to the length and breadth they think proper; after which it refembles 
a piece of raw filk, with the membrane interlaced beneath as if it was woven J. 

Their bread is thus made from the wood § of a tree which refembles the palm. 
They take a piece of this wood, and after clearing it from certain black and long 
thorns, pound it, and make it into a bread they call fagou. Of this bread they lay in 
ftore when they go on voyages. 

The iflanders of Ternate came every day to us in their boats to offer us cloves; 
but as we expelled others from Machian, on the return of the King, we refufed to 
buy of the other iflanders, at which thofe of Ternate were much hurt. 

On Sunday night, 24th November, the King returned to the found of gongs, and 
paffed between our veffels. "We faluted him, to fhew our refpell, with l’everal dif- 
tharges of bombards. He informed us that, in confequence of orders he had given, 

# Myriftica officinalis. Linn, 

f This has reference to the flit drefTea anciently worn by the Spaniards, 

£ At the prefent day a fort of doth is manufa&ured, in the manner here deferibed, from the bark of 
trees; an account of which may be feen in Cook, (Ffrft Voyage* book iL) 

^ It h not of the wood but of the pith of the todda-panna of the bonus malabaricus that fago is pre* 
pared. In the Molucca Ifiands the tree is called landan ; it is of the palm fpecies : of the down of its 
leaves a cottony cloth is made; its fibres ferve for making cordage; its leaves to cover houfes j like other 
palms it yields wine ; and its pith the nourifltmg fago. Eng. Teu 
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we Ihould have, in the four fucceeding days, a confiderable quantity of doves. In 
fad, on Monday we had brought to us a hundred and fevcnty-one cathils % which 
were weighed without deducing the tara, or tare, allowed on buying for the confe- 
quent diminution of the weight of fpices when taken frefti. Thefe doves fent by the 
King being the firft we took on board, and forming the chief object of our voyage, 
we difcharged feveral guns as a iignal of rejoicing. 

On Tuefday, 26th November, the King came to pay us a vifit; and told us he had 
done for us, in leaving his ifland, what none of his predeceffors had ever done for any 
one before; but that he had refolved on giving this mark of friendfliip to the King of 
Spain and to us, that we might the fooner complete our cargoes and proceed home, 
and the fooner return with additional forces to revenge the death of his father, who had 
been killed in an iflaiid called Burn +, and whole corpfe had been caft into the fea. 
He added, it was cuftomary at Tadore, when a veffel received the fir ft part of her cargo 
of cloves, for the King to give an entertainment to the l'ailors or merchants of the 
veffels, and offer up prayers for their happy return. He, at the fame time, intended 
to give a feaft in honour of the King of Bachian, who, with his brother, had come to 
pay him a vifit; and for that purpofe be had caufed the ftreets and highways to be 
fwept clean. 

This invitation generated fufpicion, and this the more from our learning that at the 
fpot where we took took in water three Portuguefe had been murdered a fliort time 
before by iflanders concealed in a neighbouring wood. Moreover the inhabitants of 
Tadore were frequently feen converfing wirh the Indians whom we had made prifoners; 
hence, not with Handing a difference of opinion among us, fome feeling inclined to 
accept the invitation or the King, the remembrance of what had happened at the fatal 
feaft of Zubu prevailed in caufing us to decline being of the party. We, however, fent 
to return our thanks for his civility to the King, and to excufe our non-attendance on 
the occafion, befeeching him to repair as foon as poffible on board our fhips, that we 
might deliver to him the four Haves we had promifed, as we intended to fail the firft 
fine weather. 

The King came on board the fame day, without the leaft fymptom of miftruft. He 
faid he came among us as into his own houfe; and affured us he felt very much hurt 
at a departure fo fudden and fo unufuai; as veflels in general are thirty days in taking 
in their cargoes, though we had completed ours in fo much lefs time. He added, if he 
had affifted us, even by the unprecedented ftep of leaving his own ifland, to haften our 
lading with cloves, he had no intention thereby of precipitating our departure. He 
afterwards noticed that this was not a fit feafon to navigate thefe feas on account of 
the lhallows near Banda; and admonifhed us of the probability there exifted at this 
inftant of our meeting with veffels of our enemies the Portuguefe. 

When he faw that all he had faid failed of its efleft, “ Very well then,” added he, 

« I fhall return you the prefents made me in the name of the King of Spain ; for if 
you depart without allowing me time to get ready the prefents fnitable to the dignity 
of your King, which I am now preparing, all the kings my neighbours will efteem the 
Sovereign of Tadore one of the molt ungrateful of men, in accepting favours from a 
monarch fo powerful as that of Caftille, without making a return. Ihey will further 
fay that you went away in this hurry merely from apprehenfion of fome treachery on 
my part, and thus lhall I be ftigmatized for the remainder of my life with die odious 

• Mo ft probably this ftiould be bahars iuftead of cathils* 
t Boqiooj of which more will be faid in courfe of the narrative* 

name 
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name of traitor* 9 ' After this fpeech, to remove ail fufpicion of his good faith, he caufed 
the koran to be brought to him, devoutly kiflfed it, and placed it four or five times on 
his head, uttering lowly certain words, which were an invocation called Zambihati, 
Then, in the prefence of us all, he obferved aloud, that he fwore by Allah (God) and 
the koran which he held in his hand, that he would conftantly remain a faitnful friend 
of the King of Spain. He delivered the whole of this harangue almoft with tears in 
his eyes, and in i'uch an afteSing manner that we were induced to procraltinate our 
flay at Tadore a fortnight longer. 

We then delivered him the King’s feal and the royal llandard. We were after¬ 
wards informed that feme of the chiefs of the ifland had adviled him to maffacre the 
whole of us, and thus ingratiate himfelf with the Portuguefe, who would be able to aflifl 
him better than the Spaniards, in revenging himfelf on the King of Bachian ; but the 
King of Tadore, faithful and loyal, repelled the propofal with indignation. 

On Wednelday, 27th, the King caufed an advertifement to be publifhed, bearing 
that any one was at liberty to fell us cloves, which afforded us an opportunity of pur- 
chafing a great quantity. 

Friday, the King of Machian arrived at Tadore with feveral pirogues; but he would 
not go on fliore, as his father and brother, banifhed from Machian, had taken refuge on 
that ifland. 

Saturday* the King of Tadore came on board our veffel with the governor of 
Machian, his nephew, of the name of Hoomai, about twenty-five years of age; and 
learning that we had no more cloth remaining, he generoufly lent home for and gave 
us three yards of a red colour, to enable us, with the addition of fome other articles, 
to make a prefent to the governor, worthy of his rank ; this we did; and on their 
departure faluted them with our artillery. 

On Sunday, iff December, the governor of Machian took his leave; we were 
informed that, befides what we had given, the King had likewife made him prefents, 
to induce him to expedite the fending us cloves. 

On Monday the King undertook another voyage with a fimilar purpofe to the pre¬ 
ceding. 

Wednefday being the feflival of St. Barbe, and at the fame time that we might fiiew 
refped to the King who had now returned, we fired a general falute from our great 
guns, and in the evening exhibited fire-works, with which the King was extremely 
delighted, J 

On Ihurfday and Friday we purchafed a large quantity of cloves, which were 
afforded us at a low rate on account of our being near the time of our departure. 
We received a bahar (four hundred and ten pounds) for a few yards of ribband, and 
a hundred pounds weight for a few fmall chains of brals, which only coft a marcel * 
And as every failor was anxious to carry to Spain as much as he could, every one bar¬ 
tered his property for cloves. 

Saturday, three fons of the King of Tarenate with their wives, who were daughters 
of the King of 1 adore, came to our fliips. The Portuguefe, Pedro Alphonfo de 
torofa, was with them. We made a prefent of a glafs goblet gilt to each of the bro¬ 
thers, and gave to the three women fciffars and other trifles. We likewife fent fome 
trmkete to another daughter of the King of Tadore, widow of the King of Tarenate, 
who nbje&ed to coming on board our lhip, * 

Ventt ‘ an ftTUCk bytheDo£e Nicolo Marcello, in 1473, and 
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Sunday, being the day of the Conception of the Virgin Mary, we fired, in order to 
celebrate the fame, a number of bombards, threw feveral fliells, and let off many 
rockets. 

On Monday, the 9th, the King came on board our fhip with three of his women, 
who carried his betre. I muft here obferve that kings and the members of the 
royal family alone have the privilege of taking their wives abroad with them. The 
fame day the King of Giailolo came a fecond time to fee us exercife our guns. 

As the day fixed for our failing drew nigh the King was frequent in his vifits, and 
it was very viftble that he felt great concern on the occafion. He told us among 
other flattering things that he was like the fuckling about to lofe its mother's breaft. 
He begged of us fome berfils for his defence. 

He counfelled us not to navigate during the night on account of the ftallows m 
thefe feas \ and on our informing him that we intended to fail by night as well as by 
day in order the fooner to arrive in Spain, he replied, in that cafe, he could do nothing 
better than pray himfeif, and caufe prayers to be offered up to the Almighty for the 
fuccefs of our voyage. 

In the mean time Pedro Alphonfo with his wife came on board our veffel bringing 
with him all his effects to return with us to Europe, Two days after Chechilideroix, 
fon of the King of Tarenate, came in a boat well manned, and invited him on board j 
but Pedro Alphonfo, who fufpefted him of fome bad intention, declined compliance 
with his invitation, and at the fame time advifed us not to fuffer him to enter our fhips, 
which counfel we followed. We afterwards were informed that Chech ilideroix, being 
on very friendly terms with the Portuguefe captain of Malacca, had formed a plan to 
feize Pedro Alphonfo, and deliver him into his euftody, When he found himfeif 
prevented, he grumbled much, and threatened to punifli thofe with whom Lorofa had 
lodged, for fuffering him to leave the ifland without pernilffion from Mm. 

The King had informed us that the King of Bachian was about to make him a vifit, 
with his brother who was to marry one of his daughters, and intreated us to honour 
their arrival with a falute. In fa£t on the 15th December he arrived, and we did as 
requefted, not firing however the guns of Iargefl calibre, on account of the heavy 
lading we had on board. 

The King of Bachian with his brother, defigned for the hufband of the daughter 
of the King of Tadore, came in a large galley with three tier of rowers on each fide, 
in all a hundred and twenty. The veffel was adorned with feveral pavillions formed 
of parrots' feathers, yellow, red, and white. As it failed along the rowers beat time 
with their oars to the mufic of gongs and other inflruments. In two boats were the 
young girls to be prefented to the bride. They faluted us by making the tour of the 
veffel and the port. 

As etiquette fol'bids one king fetting foot on the territory of another, the King of 
Tadore paid a vifit to the King of Bachian in hLs galley. The latter, on feeing the 
King arrive, rofe from the carpet on which he was feated in order to give him the feat 
of honour, but the vifitor from civility declined the diftinclion and feated himfeif 
beyond, leaving the carpet between* The King of Bachian then tendered five hun¬ 
dred patollcs as a fort of compenfation for the wife to be bellowed on his brother. 
Thefe patches are cloths of filk and gold, manufactured in China, and much fought 
after in thefe i[lands. In barter for each of them three bahars of cloves, more or 
lefs, are given according to the quantity of gold on the cloth and the value of the 
workmanJhip. At the death of any of the chiefs of the country, the parents wear 
thefe clothes. 
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On Monday, the King of Tadore fent a dinner to the King of Bachian carried by 
fifty women dreft in garments of filk extending from the waifl only to the knees. 
They marched two and two with a man between them# Each of them carried a targe 
difh in which were final 1 plates containing diff rent ragouts. The men carried wine 
in targe vales. Ten of the oldefi women performed the office of miftreffes of the 
ceremony. In this order they proceeded to the veffel and prefented the whole to the 
King who was feated on a carpet beneath a red and yellow uinopy. On their return 
the women fattened on fome of our people whom curiofity induced to be prefent on 
the palling of the proceffion, and who were unable to releafe themfelvcs until they had 
made them fome trifling prefents. The King of Tadore next fent provifions to us, 
confiding of goats, cocoa-nuts, wines, and other edibles. 

The fame day we hcifted a new fet of fails on which were painted the crofs of 
St, lago de Compoftelta, with this infcripdon : questa e la figura dbla nostra 

BUENA VENTURA # , 

On Tuefday, we prefented to the King fooie of the mufquets we had taken from 
the Indians when we feized their junks, together with fomeberfils, and four barrels 
of gunpowder. 

On board each of the vefiels wq fliipped eighty tons of water; we had to take in 
wood afterwards at the ifiand of Mare, near which our courfe laid, and where the King 
had fent a hundred men to get us a flock in readinefs. 

The fame day the King of Bachian received permiffion from the King of Tadore to 
come on fliore to contraft an alliance with us. He was preceded by four men who 
carried each a poignard raifed in their hands. He declared, in pref ace of the King 
of Tadore and all his fuite, that he fliould ever be ready to devote himlelf to the fervice 
of the King of Spain; that he would referve for him alone the cloves which the Por- 
tuguefe had left in his ifland until another Spanifh fquadron fhould come to take them 
on board, and would difpofe of them to no other perfon without his confent 5 and that 
he fhould fend him, by us, a Have and two bahars of cloves; he would indeed have 
lent ten, but our veflels were fo deeply laden they could take no more on board. 

He likewife prefented for the King of Spain two beautiful dead birds. They were 
of the fize of a thrufli, with a final! head, long beak, legs of the length of a fpan, and 
thick as a writing pen: the tail of thefe birds refembles that of the thrufli alfo ; and 
they have no wings like other birds, but, in Head, long feathers like tufts of different 
colours : the whole of the feathers, thofe only excepted which are in lieu of wings, are 
of a dull colour. This bird never flies but when it blows. It is laid to come from 
the terreftrial Paradife, and is called bolondilallah, that is to fay, the Bird of God f. 

1 he King of Bachian appeared to be feventy years of age. ' A very flrange matter 
was related to us concerning him : whenever about to combat his enemies, or to under¬ 
take any thing of importance, he previoufly fubmitted himfelf twice or three times 
to the enjoyment of one of his fervants, deftined for this purpofe, in the fame manner 
as, according to Suetonius, Casfar was wont to fubmit himfelf to Nicodemus. 

One day the King of i adore fent to advife the people who kept the warehoufe in 
which our merchandize was lodged, not to leave their home during the night, becaufe, 

* This is the image of our good fortune. 

t P'gafeita is pofiibly the licit who undeceived the Europeans refpeaing the bird of Paradife, (avis 
pavadiliaca, Linn.) which previous to his relation was believed to have no legs or feet, {on account of 
their being cut from all that came to Europe;) and fo Itrongly did this opinion prevail, that the great 
nautralift Aldrovandns (De Avib. book i. p. 807.) condemns our author for attributing legs and feet to 
them ; Aldiovandus alfo gives a reprefeutation of the bird without them. 
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as he obferved, there were iflanders who, by means of certain ointments, aflumod the 
figure of men without heads, and who, if they chanced to meet any one they difliked, 
laid hold of them by their hand and anointed the palm of it with their unFuents, in 
confequence of which the perfon fo anointed became ill and died in three or‘four days 
time. Whenever they meet with three or four perfons together, they do not touch 
out poficis the art of ftupifying them. The King added that he found it requifite to 
keep watch foi them, and that he had already can fed many of them to be hung. 

Befoie any new houfe is inhabited it is cuftomary to fur round it with a large fire > 
and give feveral entertainments ; afterwards a fpecimen of every good thing produced 
in the iiland is fattened to the roof, and the people are then p erf traded that the perfon 
about to dwell in the houfe will never know want of any thing- 
, By Wedbefday, in the morning, every thing was made ready for our departure. The 
kings of Tadore, Glailolo, and B^chian, as well as the fon of the King of Tarenate 
came to accompany us as far as the iiland of Mare- The fhip La Vittoria failed firtt, 
and itood out for fea awaiting the Trinidad ; but this veffel was a long time in railing 
the anchor, and when this was effeaed the failors perceived fhe leaked faft in the hold, 
dhe vittoria then returned to her anchorage- Part of the cargo of the Trinidad was 
unihipped, to allow of fearching for and flopping the leak; but notwithftanding for 
this pur pole the veffel was laid on her fide, the water ft ill entered rapidly, as from a 
fpout, but the leak could not be found- The whole of this and the next day the 
pumps were kept going bat without the leaft fuccefs. 

* ^P OB * nte I%eiice of this, the King of Tadore came on board to affift us in difcover* 
mg the leak, but his efforts in this view were ineffectual. He ordered five divers, 
accunomed to lemain a long time under water, to examine the fhip externally : they 
continued under water more than half an hour, but could not find the leak ; and as, 
notwithftanding the pumps were kept continually going, the water ftill increafed on 
us, he went to the other fide of the iiland for three men capable of keeping a longer 
time under water than thofe who had dived before* 

The next morning early he returned with them, Thefe men dived into the fea, 
with their long hair loofe, in expedition that the water ftreaming through the leak, 
by bearing their hair with it would point out the fpot # ; but after an hour fpent under 
m a fearch, they came up again to the furface* The King feemed much 
affected at this misfortune, fo much fo indeed, that he offered to go himfelf to Spain 
to acquaint the King with what had befallen us; but we informed him, that as we had 
two veltels we might complete our voyage in the remaining one, which however 
mult ml Ihortly, to take advantage of the eafl: winds which then began to blow; 
that m the mean time the Trinidad might be careened, and afterwards under 
favour of the weft winds reach Darien, which is on the other fide of the fea, in the 
land or Dmcatanf, I he King then remarked that he had two hundred and fifty Ihip- 
wnghts, who fhould be employed in refitting the veffel under dire£Hon of our people; 
and that fuch of our crews as remained for the purpofe fhould be treated as his own 
children- 'l his promile he made in a manner fo truly affeding* as to draw tears 
from our eyes. . 

, is rnight have happened ; the floating hair, if the divers had been near the fpot, by being drawn 

_ i e ^^ “ ave pointed it out. At prefent hards of hemp are put into a fail, which is patted 
fignaiea the leak water c nrrieG thefe hards with it through the chinks or holes, and thus de- 

V 1 America, near the Gulf of Mexico, where is the Ifthmus of Darien, This veffel, 
tome xiv rerna< \ at aD ^ became prize to the Portuguefei (Hitt, Generate des Voyages, 
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We who were on board the Vittoria, apprehenfive of her being too heavily laden, 
which might occafion her foundering at fea, determined on landing fixty quintals of 
cloves, and caufed them to be tranl ported to the houfe in which the crew of the Tri* 
nidad were lodged- Some of our party, however, refolved on remaining in the Malucho 
I (lands, either from fear of our veflel being unable to fuftain a voyage of.fuch length, 
or from remembrance of what they had already endured before they reached thefe 
iflands, and dread of perifhing of hunger in midft of the ocean. 

On Saturday, 21ft December, St. Thomas’s day, the King of Tadore brought us 
two pilots whom we paid beforehand to take us through the channels of the iflands. 
They told us the feafon for beginning our voyage was excellent, and that the fooner 
we failed the better it would be; but being under neceffity of waiting for the letters 
of our comrades, who remained at the Malucho iilands, to their friends in Spain, we 
did not weigh anchor till noon. The two veflels then bade adieu to each other by a 
reciprocal dilchargeof artillery- Our comrades followed us as far as they were able 
in their boat, and we parted in tears. Juan Carvajo remained at Tadore with fifty- 
three Europeans and thirteen Indians. 

The governor, or minifter, of the King of Tadore, accompanied us as far as the 
idand Mare; and fcarcely had we arrived there before four boats came alongfide our 
velfel, laden with wood, which in Ids than an hour was taken on board. 

All the Malucho iflands produce cloves, ginger, fago (the tree of which bread is 
itiade), rice, cocoa-nuts, figs, bananas, almonds of larger fize than ours, pomegranates 
fweet as well as acidulous, fugar-canes, melons, cucumbers, pumpkins,-a fruit called 
comilicaiextremely refrefhing, and of the fize of a water melon, a fruit refembling a 
peach, and called guava f, befides other vegetables good to eat; oil is likewife extracted 
from the cocoa-nut and gengili. As for ufeful animals, here are goats, fowls, and a 
fpecies of bee, not larger than an ant, which builds its hive in the trunks of trees, in 
which it depofits its honey, of excellent flavour- There is a great variety of parrots* 
among others white ones, called catara, and red ones denominated nori, which are the 
moil valued, not only on account of the extreme beauty of their plumage, but alfo 
for their fpeaking more plainly the words they are taught than the others do. A 
parrot of this fpecies cods a bahar of cloves. 

Scarcely fifty years are pad fince the Moors fird came to and fubdued the Malucho 
Iflands, and introduced their religion- Before this they vrere peopled by Gentiles, who 
paid but little attention to the clove-trees. 

The ifland Tadore lies in latitude twenty-feven minutes north, longitude one hundred 
and fixty one degrees from the line of demarcation. It is nine degrees thirty minutes 
ioutli-ead by fouth of the fird ifland of this archipelago, called Xamah 

The ifland Tarenate lies in latitude forty minutes north. Mutir is exactly upon the 
equinoftial line. 

Machianis fituate in latitude fifteen minutes fouth. Bachian in latitude one decree 
Jbuth* 

I arenate, 1 adore, Mutir, and Machian have high and cone-fhaped mountains on 
which the clove-tree grows. Bachian, though the larged, is not diftmguifhed front * 1 
the four other iflands. Its mountain of clove-trees is not fo much elevated nor fo 
pointed at its fuinmit, as thole- of the other iilands, but its bafe covers a larger 
area. 

u * A iffdes ofarmnaj or pine apple* f Pfidium pyrifera, Lina. 
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BOOK IV. 

Return from the Malucho Iflands to Spain. 

KEEPING on ourcourfe wepaffed between feveral iflands, the names of which are 
as follow: Caioan, Laigoma, Sico, Giogi, Cafi, Laboan *, Tollman, Titameti, Bachianf, 
of which we have already fpoken, Latalata, labobi, Mata, and Batutiga. We were 
told that in the ifland of Cafi, the inhabitants are fmall as pigmies : they are fubjeft to 
the King of Tadore. 

We fleered weftivard of Batutiga, on a courfe weft-foutb-weft. Southward we faw 
feveral fmall iflands. Here the pilots from the Molucha Iflands recommended we fliould 
anchor in feme port, that we might not be fubjeft to run aihore on the numerous ifiets 
and fhallows. We confequently tacked to the fouth-eaft, and made an ifland fituate in 
latitude three degrees fouth, diftant fifty-three leagues from Tadore. 

This ifland is called Sulach J. The inhabitants are Pagans, and have no king : they 
are anthropophagi, and, both men and women, wear no other clothing than a fmall piece 
ot cloth, made of the bark of trees, two fingers broad, which conceals their fexual 
parts* There are in the neighbourhood other iflands, the inhabitants of which feed on 
human Belli. I he names of feme of them are : Siian, Nofelao, Biga, Atulabaon, 
Lertimor, Tenetum, Gonda, Kaiabruru, Manadan, and Benaia §* 

We afterwards coafted along the iflands Lamatola and Tenetum* 

After a run of ten leagues in the fame direftion from Sulach, we came to an an¬ 
chorage on a large ifland called Burn, where we found provide ns in abundance ; for 
example, hogs, goats, fowls, fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts, fago, a difh compofedof bananas 
called caiiali, and chiacares, known here by the name of nanga* Chiacares || are a 
fruit refembling water melons, but of which the rind is full of knobs. Internally it is 
full of fmall red feeds, fimilar to the feed of the melon ; they have no lignous rind, 
and are of a medullary lubltance, fimilar to that of our white beans, but larger ; they 
are very tender, and in tafte referable chefnuts* 

We likewite found here another fruit fimilar in its exterior to pine cones, but of a 
yellow colour ; internally it is white, and when cut bears fom.e refemblance to a pear ;, 
it is however much more tender than that fruit, and is of exquifite flavor : it is called 
eomilicai * 

The inhabitants of this ifland have no fovereign: they are gentiles, and, like the 
people of Sulach, go naked. The ifland of Burn lies in latitude three degrees thirty 
minutes fouth, feventy-five leagues front the Malucho iflands 

# Laboan, or Labocca, is regarded at prefent aa forming part of the Ifland Bachian. (Hift. Generate des 
Voyages, romexi. p. 14.) 

f Bachian, one of the five principal Iflands called die Moluccas. Almoft all theft iflands are laid dowr* 
in chart xviih of Monti, who, however, does not date on what grounds he gives them. Many of the 
names of theft iflands occur hi the note of the dominionsof the King of Ternatc, in Prcvot's Coll, of 
Voyages. loc, dr. 

X °f Robert, and of My]!, the Xoula of the Dutch charts. 

$ 1 he author, giving the names of the iflands merely from the account of the pilots, ia oftentimes in- 
con ect. He mentions ten iflands, and has laid down only fix ; and of the ten he fpeaks of three or fouu 
be names again fhortly after, Leytlmor is only a peninfula of the ifland of Amboyna* 

II Perhaps the cucurbita verrucofa, Linn. ^ The pine-apple, 

7 ? 77 r ‘ Bougainville calls this ifland Boero. He places it in the fame latitude marked by our author ; 
and :n his Kvuth chart has given Sulla, Boero, Kilang, and Bouva, the Sulach, Burn, Kaihruru, and 
Btaata, of Pigafctta. 
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Ten leagues eaftward of Bum there is a ftill larger ifland, which is little diftant from 
Giailolo, and is called Ambon *. It is inhabited by Moors and Gentiles ; the former 
dwell near the fea, the other in the interior* The latter are anthropophagi. Ihe pro** 
duftions of thus ifland are the fame as thofe of Bum. 

Between Burn and Ambon are three ifiands furrounded by (hallows.; to wit, Vudia, 
Kalkrum, and Benaiajv Four leagues fouth of the ifland of Burn lies the little ifland 
Ambalaoj. 

At a diltance of thirty-five leagues from Burn* in the direction fouth-wefl: by fouth, Is 
the ifland of Banda, with thirteen other ifiands, In fix of thefe ifiands mace is grown* 
and nutmegs. The krgefl is called Zoroboa; the fmaller are Chelicel, Saniananpi, 
Filial, Puluru, and Rafoghin § ; the other feven are Univeru, Fulan, Barucan, Lai- 
laea, Mamican, Man, and Meat |J. In thefe ifiands nothing is cultivated but fago, 
rice, cocoa-nuts, banana, and other fruit trees. They lie very near each other, and are 
all of them inhabited by Moors who have no fovereign. Banda is fituate in latitude 
fix degrees fouth, longitude one hundred and fixty-three degrees thirty minutes, from 
the line of demarcation. As it laid out of our courfe we did not go thither. ^ 

Steering fouth-wefl: by weft from Buru, after travelling eight degrees of latitude, we 
found mirfelvesoff three ifiands* contiguous one to the other, called Zolot^j", Nouma- 
mor, and Gaiian. While failing between thefe ifiands we experienced a tempeft, which 
made us apprehenfive for our lives $ fo that we made a vow to go on pilgrimage to our 
Lady of Guida, provided we efcaped the threatened danger. We went direct before- 
the wind, and made for a tolerably lofty ifland, called Mallua, where we anchored, but 
before we came to our anchorage, we fuffered much from the currents and fqualls 
which came from the gullies in the mountains. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are favages, and refemble beads more than men ; they 
are anthropophagi, and wear no other clothing in common than a narrow flip of cloth 
made from the bark of trees, to hide their privities ; but when they go out to fight they 
cover their breads, backhand fides, with pieces of the buffaloes hide, ornamented with 
condole and the teeth of fwine : behind and before they attach tails made of goat’s 
fkin. Their hair is turned up and faftened with combs, having large teeth. Their 
beard they wrap up in leaves, and enclofe it in boxes made of reed, a euftom which 
made us laugh immoderately. In one word, they are the ugliefl people we met with in 
the whole courfe of our voyage. 

They have bags made of leaves of trees, In which they place their food and drink j 
their bows as well as their arrows are made of reeds. When their women firft per¬ 
ceived us, they advanced towards us with their bows In their hands in a menacing atti¬ 
tude, but on our making them feme trivial prefents we became good friends. 

Wepafled a fortnight on this ifland in repairing the Tides of our veflel, which were 
much drained in the ftorm: we found on it goats, poultry, filh, cocoa-nuts, wax, and 
pepper. For a pound of old iron we received in barter fifteen pounds of wax. 

# Ambon Is Ceram. From the native appellation the Dutch derived Ambaya, a name given to a fort 
on the fouth-weftern fhore of Ceram, and Amboyna the appellation of a fort and town couftrudted in an 
ifland contiguous to Ceram* Eng. Tit, 

f In the Atlas of Robert are feen the ifiands Menga, Kelam, and Bone; and in the Dutch chart, 
(HULGen. des VoyageSitome xL) Manipa* Retain, and Bonoa. £ At prefent called Amblan. 

$ In the Dutch chart are found GuananapI, PuJoay, Pulorhun* and Rofingcn, 

|| The Reeurilde Voyages pourPeitablifTement de la Campagme des lodes, tome xl. pi 213, mentions 
the Iflands Vayer, Tonjonburong, and Mumuak 
The Solar of modern charts. 

** The comlole alluded 10 appear to be univalve Jhells, fuch as terebratull, &c. 
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There are here two kinds of pepper long and round; the fruit of the long pepper-tree 
refetubles the flowers of the hazel- The plant, like the ivy, is a climber, which adheres 
to the trunks of trees ; but its leaves are fimilar to thofe of the mulberry* This pep¬ 
per is called lulL Round pepper grows on a like climber, but its fruit, as maize, is in 
ears, and is beaten out as that grain; this fpecies of pepper is called lada* The fields 
ot the country are covered with pepper plants, formed into bowers* 

Ai Mallua we took a man on board who engaged to eondudl us to an ifland more 
abounding in provifions* The ill arid Mallua lies in latitude eight degrees thirty minutes 
fouth longitude, one hundred and fixty-nine degrees forty minutes from the line of de¬ 
marcation . 

Our old pilot from the Maluccas related to ns on our way that in thefe parts is an 
ifland called Arucheto, the inhabitants of which, men as well as women, are not more 
than a cubit high, and have ears as long as their body, fo that when they lie down to 
reft one ferves as a mattrafs to lie upon, and the other for a coverlid ** Their hair 
is (horn, and they go entirely naked; their voice is fharp, and they run with much 
fwiftnefs* iheir dwellings are caverns under ground, and their aliment fifhand a kind 
of fruit they obtain from between the back and ligneous body of a certain tree* This 
fruit, which is white and round as comfits made of coriander, is called by them ambu- 
Ion* We would willingly have vifited this bland, but were prevented by the (hallows 
and currents. 

On Saturday, 25th January, 1522, at twenty-two o’clock, (half-paft two), we failed 
from the ifland Mallua, and after a courfe fouth-fouth-weft of five leagues, reached a 
tolerably large illand called Timor* I went on fhore alone to treat with the chief of a 
village, called Amaban, for hogs. He offered me buffaloes, hogs, and goats ; but when 
the merchandize to be given in barter was mentioned we could not agree, as he re¬ 
quired much, and we had little remaining to give* Upon this we determined on re¬ 
taining the chief of another village, called Balibo, w T ho had come on board of his own 
accord, bringing his fon with him* We told him if he wifhed to recover his liberty he 
muft procure for us fix buffaloes, ten hogs, and as many goats* This man, who was 
apprehenfive of being put to death immediately, gave the neceffary orders for all we 
required to be brought to us ; and as he had but five goats and two hogs, he gave us 
feven buffaloes inftead of fix* This effected, we fent him again on ihore, well fatisfied, 
as on releafmg him we gave him fome linen, a piece of Indian cloth, filk, and cotton, 
fome axes, Indian cutlaffes, knives, and mirrors* 

Ihe chief of Amaban, to whom I firft went, had none but women to wait on him* 
who went naked like ihofe of the other iflands* In their ears they wear fmall gold ear¬ 
rings, to which they fallen fmall (kerns of filk* On their arms they wear fo many 
bracelets of gold or brafs, as to cover the arms to the elbow* The men are likewife 
naked, but round their neck they have a collar of round plates of gold, and their hair 
is fattened up with combs of bamboo, ornamented with gold* Some, in lieu of golden 
rings, wear in their ears circles made from the neck of the pumpkin dried* 

White fandal is found on this ifland alone. It contains, as we have (hewn, buffaloes, 
hogs, and goats, befides fowls and parrots of different plumage. Here, likewife, grow 

* r ^ vt wor tby of remark that this Angular fable is to be feen in Strabo (Geog* lib* xv*) Strabo copied 
*V r ° ri vone of the captains of Alexander the Great, Kven in our time thefe 1 (landers amufe 
tiiemkIves with relating fimilar wonderful dories to travellers* Some of them wifhed to make Cook believe 
t jat m a cert ami Hand *h e men Were of ftature fo gigantic, and of fueh amazing itrength, that they would 
be able to carry hm fiup away with them* 
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rice, bananas, ginger, fugar-canes, oranges, lemons, almonds, and French beans ; and 

wax is alfo abundant. . * * 

We cad anchor off that part of the Uland on which are feme JiHages inhabited by 


wife, aiunk newly come from Lozon, to load with fandal wood. 

Thefe people are Gentiles. They told us that when they go to cut fandal wood a 
demon prefents himfeif under different forms, and aiks them in a very courteous manner 
what it is they want. But notwithftanding bis civil demeanor the apparition frightens 
them fo much that they are always ill in confequence for feveral days together *. T hey 
cut fandal at particular phases of the moon, at which alone it is good. The merchan- 
dize beft fmted for bartering for fandal is red cloth, linen, axes, nails, and iron. 

The ifland is wholly inhabited ; it extends confiderably from eaft to weft, but from 
north to fouth is very narrow. It lies in latitude ten degrees fourth longitude from the 
line of demarcation one hundred and feventy-four degrees, thirty minutes. 

In all theiflands of this archipelago vifited by us, and in this more than any other, 
the malady of Saint Job is very prevalent. It is called, For branchi, that is to laj, the 

Portuguese difeafe f. ^ # , , T , „ , 

We were told that at a day’s fail weff-north-weff of Timor is an ifland called Time, 
where much cinnamon grows. -1 he inhabitants of it are Gentiles, and have no king. 
Near it is a chain of iflands ftretching as far as Java Major and the Cape of Malacca, 
the names of which are, Ende, Tanabuton, Crenoehile, Birmacore, Azanaran, Main, 
Zubava, Lumboch, Chorum, and Java Major, which the inhabitants call Jaoa, and not 
Java. 

The largeft villages of this part of the world are in Java, and the chief one is called 
Mugepaher, the King of which, while living, was reputed the greatell monarch of the 
iflands of this part; his name was Rajah Patiunus Sunda. Much pepper is gathered, 
here. The other iflands are, Dahaduma, Gagiamada, Minutarangam, Ciparifidain, 
Tubancreffi, and Cirubaia. Half a league diftant from Java Major are the iflands of 
Bali, called Little Java and Madura: thefe two iflands are of funilar dimenfions. 

We were told that it is cuftomary in Java to bum the bodies of the chiefs who die; 
and for the wife cherifhed moft to be burnt alive in the fame fire. Adorned with, 
garlands of flowers, fhe caufes herfelf to be carried by four men on a feat through the 
town, and, with a tranquil and finding countenance, comforts the relations who bewail 
her approaching end, telling them, “ I am going this evening to fup with my hulband, 
and fliall fleep with him to-night.” On her arrival at the funeral pile fhe again com¬ 
forts them with fimilar fpeeches, and throws herfelf into the confuming flames. Were 

* Bo mare fays that the people employed in felling the fandal tree {fan tain in album* Linn.) are much 
affected by a imaftnata* or rather effluvia which exhale from the tree. 

| Were the malady of St. Job* aa fufpe&ed to be, another defignsttfon for the venereal dlfeafe, It la 
here found in the Moluccas and the Philippines at the beginning of the fifteenth century ; and as it is here 
called the Fortugtiefe difeafe. we are kd to conclude that it was carried thither by that nation. It is in¬ 
deed true that the term Franchi i& appropriate to all Europeans ; but it Is alfo true that of thefe the For- 
tnguefe was the only people which, till this expedition, bad vifited the Southern Iflands. However the 
malady of Saint Job may poffibly be the term here applied to the leprofy, a dif'order common enough t» 
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file to refbfe to aft thus* flie would no longer be regarded as a reputable woman, or a 
good wife. 

Our old pilot related to us a ftill more extraordinary practice: he affirmed that 
when the young men are amoroufly inclined* and wifh to obtain the favors of any par¬ 
ticular female, they fallen fmall round bells on them between the glans and the pre¬ 
puce, and thus dance under the window of their miftrefs whofe paffions they excite by 
the found of thefe bells. The lady confhntly infills on the lover wearing thefe trinkets* 

He told us moreover that an ifland called Ocoloro, below Java, is peopled by women 
alone, who are rendered pregnant by the wind. Should they produce a boy they kill 
him immediately ; if a girl it is preferred. If a man at any time prefumes to vifit the 
Ifland they put him to death. 

Other tales were likewife related to us. North of Java Major, in the Gulf of 
China, called by the ancients Sinus Magnus* there is faid to be a very large tree* called 
eampanganghi* on which certain birds rooft, called garuda, of fuch immenfe fize, and 
fo flrong* as to be able to fly away with a buffalo or an elephant, when they carry it to 
apart of the tree called puzathaer* The fruit of the tree* which is called buapan- 
ganghi, is larger than a water-melon. The Moors of Burne told us they had feen two 
of thefe birds* which their fovereign had received from the King of Ciam. This tree 
cannot be approached on account of the whirlpools about the ifland, which extend three 
or four leagues from fhore* To this account was added that the hiftory of this tree 
became known in the following manner : A junk was drawn in by thefe whirlpools, and 
ihipwreckcd on the fhore near the tree* and the whole of thofe on board perifhed on 
the occafion* a fmall child only excepted* who was miraculoufly faved by means of a 
plank. On reaching the tree he climbed up it* and concealed himfelf under the wing 
of one of thefe large birds* without being perceived. The next day the bird flew to 
the main to feize upon a buffalo, when* on its touching the ground, the child flipped 
from beneath the wing* and efcaped. By this means the hiftory of thefe birds was 
known, and of the fruit of fuch confiderable fize fo often found in thefe feas. 

The Cape of Malacca lies in latitude one degree thirty minutes fouth. Eaftward of 
the cape are many villages and towns* of which thefe are the names: Cingapola, fituate 
on the Cape itfelf ; Pah an* Calantan* Patani, Bradlini* Benan* Lagon* Chireyigharaii* 
Trombon* Joran, Ciu* Brabri, Banga, Iudia (refidence of the King of Ciam* called Siri 
Zacabedera), Jandibum, Laun* and Langonpifa. Thefe towns are all of them built 
after our manner, and belong to the King of Ciam, 

We were likewife told that on the banks of a river of this kingdom there are large 
birds who live on dead carcafes only ; but which never devour the carrion until fame 
other birds have made their prey of the hearts of them. 

Beyond Ciam lies Camoyia. The king of this country is called Saret Zacabedera ; 
next follows Chiempa* the king of which is the Rajah Rrahami Martu. In this country 
it is that rhubarb grows ** which is found in this manner: a company of twenty or 
five-and-twenty men go together into the woods* where they pafs the night in trees* to 
be fecure from the attacks of lions and other wild beafts, and at the fame time the better 
to diflmguifli the rhubarb* which they feek by the fmell* the odour of it being borne by 
the wind. Rhubarb is the putrid wood of a large tree* and acquires its fmell from the 
putrefaftion it undergoes : the beft part of the tree is the root, though the trunk* which 
is called calama, poffeffes equal medicinal virtue, 

* The defcription of rhubarb afforded by Pigafetta is far from cor reft ; but attention mu ft be paid to 
the circuinltauce of our author having collected alt thefe tale! from a Mahometan on board hit Hup. b abre 
flatcs that no.credit was given to thefe ftoriei. 
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To Chiempa fucceeds the kingdom of Couhi, the fovereign of which is called Rajah 
Siri Butnmipala. After this follows Great China, the king of which country is the 
moft powerful monarch upon earth. His name is Santoa Rajah. Seventy fovereigns 
wearing crowns are dependent on him, and each of thefe have from ten to fifteen others 
fubjeft to hiir. The port of this kingdom is called Guantan *, and among its numerous 
cities the two principal are Nankin and Comlaha: the king refides in this tail. In his 
palace he has four prime minifters, each of whom gives audience in one of the four 
fronts of it, which look towards the cardinal points. All the kings and lords of Greater 
and Upper India are obliged to erect in the middle of the fquare, as a mark of depen¬ 
dence, the image of an animal ftronger than the lion, called chinga, which image is alfo 
engraven on the royal fignet, and all vefl'els entering the port of this monarch have the 
fame image in ivory or wax on board. Whenever any of his lords fliew figns of dif- 
obedience, they are flayed alive ; and their Ikins, dried, pickled, and Huffed, are placed in 
fome confpicuous part of the fquare, the head bent, and the hands tied over the head 
in the a£t of making the zongu, or reverence to the king f. This monarch never 
Ihews bimfelf to any one ; and whenever defirous of feeing any of his fubjefts, he 
caufes himfelf to be carried on a peacock, made with much ingenuity, and richly orna¬ 
mented, accompanied by fix women drefled entirely like himfelf, fo that one cannot be 
diftinguilhed from the other. He then places himfelf in the hollow image of a ferpent, 
called Naga, fuperbly decorated, which has a glafs window in its breaft, through which 
the king fees what he pleafes, without being feen himfelf. — He marries his filters, that 
fo the royal blood may not be intermingled with that of his fubjefts. His palace is fur- 
rounded by feven walls, and to every wall are ten thoufand guards, which are relieved 
every twelve hours. Each wall has its gate, and every gate like wife its guard. At the firft 
gate is a man with a large whip in his hand ; at the fecond, a dog ; at the third, a man 
with an iron club ; at the fourth, another with a bow and arrows; at the fifth, again 
another with a lance ; at the fixth, a Hon ; and at the feventh, two white elephants. In 
the palace of this monarch are feventy-nine halls, which contain women alone for the 
fervice of the king, and which are conftantly lighted with flambeaux. It takes an en¬ 
tire day to make the tour of the palace. At the extremity of the palace are four halls, 
whither the minifters repair when they wifli to fpeak to the king. The walls, the vaulted 
roof, and even the floor of one of thefe halls, are ornamented with bronze ; in the fe¬ 
cond, the ornaments are of filver; in the third, of gold ; and in the fourth, of pearls 
and precious ftones. In thefe halls are depofited the gold and other valuables given in 
tribute to the king. I have feen nothing of all this which 1 now relate, but merely re¬ 
peat the account of a Moor, who allured me that he had himfelf been witnels of what 
he delivered. 

The Chinefe are fair, and wear clothing ; like us they eat off tables. With them 
croffes are I ike wife feen, but of the ufe they put them to 1 am wholly ignorant. 

From China it is that mulk is brought: the animal which produces it is a fpecies of 
civet, which feeds entirely upon a foft wood of the thicknefs of the finger, called cha- 
maru. In order to ex trad mulk from this animal a leach is faftened on it, which, when 
well filled with blood, is crulhed, and the blood received on a plate that it may be dried 
in the fun the fpace of four or five days, in order to perfect it. Every one who keeps 
one of thefe animals is bound to pay a certain tribute. The grains of mulk brought to 
Europe are no other than ftnall pieces of goat’s flelh fteeped in real mulk. The "blood 


* Canton* 

f Brace (Travels to difcover the Sources of the Nile) more than once faw grandees of AbyiEnia, who 
fead revolted, punifhed in this maimer* 
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is fometimes clotted, but it is readily purified. The cat which produces mufk is called 
the caftor, and the leach is termed linta. 

Coafting along China many different nations are found; to wit: the Chienci3, who 
Inhabit the iflands near which pearls are filhed, and which produce cinnamon. The 
Lecchii inhabit the main oppofite to thefe iflands. The entrance into the port of thefe 
people is under a large mountain, whence all junks and veffels on going into or leaving 
the port, are obliged to lower their malls. The king of this country is called Moni, and 
is fubjecl to the King of China, but he has twenty fovereigns under his command, liis 
capital is called Barunaci, and here it is the Eaftern Cathay is fituate. 

Han is an ifland very lofty and cold, produ&ive of copper, filver, and filk: it is tinder 
the dominion of Rajah Zotrti. Mill, Jaula, and Gnio, are three countries on the conti¬ 
nent, of rather cold temperature. Friagoula and Frianga are two iflands which yield 
copper, filver, pearls, and filk. Baffi is a low country on the main. Sumbdit Pradit 
is an ifland very rich in gold, in which the men wear a ring of gold round the leg at the 
ancle. The neighbouring mountains are inhabited by people who kill their parents 
after they have attained a certain age, in order to prevent their fullering the maladies 
incident on old age. The whole of the people we have defcribed are Gentiles. 

On Tuefday, 11th February, at night, we quitted .the ifland of Timor, and entered 
the great fea called Laut Chidol. Bending our courfe weft-fouth-weft, we left north¬ 
ward on our right, from dread of the Portuguefe, the ifland of Zumatra, anciently called 
Taprobana; Pegu, Bengal, Urizza, Chelim, inhabited by Malays, fubjecls of rhe King 
of Narfinga ; Calicut, dependent on the fame monarch; Cambuia, inhabited by the 
Guzzarats; Cananor, Goa, Arm us *, and the whole of India Major. 

In this kingdom there are fix claffes of people ; to wit: the Nairi, Panicali, Franai, 
Pangelini, Macuai, and Poleai. The Nairi are the chiefsthe PanieuU, citizens; thefe 
two claffes converfe together: the Franai collect palm-wine, and bananas; the Macuai 
are filhermen ; the Pangelini failors ; and the Poleai fow and gather in ricef. Thefe 
Iaft conftantly inhabit the fields, and never enter towns. When any thing is given to 
them, it is put on the ground for them to take. When on their journey any where 
they conftantly keep exclaiming, po, po, po ; that is to fay, take care of me. It was 
related to us that a Nairi who accidentally had been touched by a Poleai, caufed hirafelf 
to be put to death, unable to furvive fo great an infamy. 

In order to double the Cape of Good Hope we afcended as high as forty-two degrees 
fouth; and we were obliged to remain nine weeks oppofite to the Cape with our fails 
lowered, on account of the weft and north-weft winds which conftantly blew, and which 
terminated in a dreadful tempeft. The Cape of Good Hope lies in latitude thirty-four 
degrees thirty minutes fouth, fixteen hundred leagues diftant from the Cape of Ma¬ 
lacca. It is the largeft and the molt dangerous cape known. 

Some of our men, efpecially the fick, were defirous of making the fliore at Mozam¬ 
bique, where is a Portuguefe eftabliftiment, as our veffel was very leaky, the cold we 
endured extremely fevere, and above all, as we had no other than rice and water to 
live upon; for all the meat which, for want of fait we had been unable to pickle, had 
become putrid. But the major part of the crew being ftill more attached to honor than 
to life, we determined on ufing every exertion to return to Spain, however great the 
perils we might have to undergo. 

At length, by the help of God, on the fixth of May we doubled this terrible cape; 

* Oral as* 

f Thefe claffes* called cafts, esifted in India in the time of Alexander f and have conftantly been pre¬ 
fer ved down to the prefent day# Strabo Gcog, lib# xV# Diodor. lib. ii, Sonneratj Voyage aux Indes. 
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but to effect this we were forced to approach within five leagues of it, as otherwife, from: 
the conflancy of weft winds, we could never have efteCted this end *• _ 

We afterwards fteered north-weft for two whole months together, (the months ot 
May and June) without any reft, and in this interval loft twenty-one men, including 
Indians. We made a fingular observation on throwing them into the fea; the corples 
of the Chriftians floated with the face towards heaven, but thofe of the Indians with 
the face downwards. 

We were now almoft wholly deftitute of provifions, and had not heaven favoured ua 
with fine weather, we Ihould all have perifhed with hunger. On the 9th of July, on a 
Wednefday, we diftinguifhed Cape Verd Iflands, and anchored off that called Santiago. 

As we knew we were in an inimical country, and expected we might excite lufpicion, 
we-had the precaution of enjoining the men in the long boat, whom we lent on more 
for provifions, to fay that we had touched at this port on account of our foreinaft being 
fplit on eroding the line, which occalioned us to lofe fo much time, that the captain* 
general, with two other veffels, had continued his courfe to Spain without us. We more¬ 
over fpoke in fuch manner as to caufe them to imagine we came from the fhores of 
America, and not from the Cape of Good Hope. We obtained credit, and our long¬ 
boat was twice laden from fliore with rice, in exchange for different merchandize. 

In order that we might difeover if our journals had been regularly kept, we enquired 
on fhore what day it was, and was anfwered Thurfday ; this occafioned us much fur- 
prifeas, according to our journals, it appeared to be Wednefday. We could not be 
fatisfied of having loft a day; and for my part I was ftill more aftoniflied at the circum- 
ftance than the reft, for I had enjoyed fo perfect a ftate of health as to be able, with¬ 
out interruption, to mark the days of the week, and the months. We afterwards 
found that there was no miftake in our calculation; fince, having conftantly travelled 
weftward and followed the courfe of the fun, on our return to where we departed from 
we ought naturally to have gained twenty-four hours on thofe who remained on the 
fpot; this, to be convinced of, requires but a moment’s reflection. 

The long-boat on its third trip, we perceived, was detained, and we had reafon to 
fufpeCt by the movements of certain caravellas, that a defign was meditated againft our 
fhip; in confequence, we refolved on immediate flight. We afterwards were informed 
that it had been flopped on account of one of the failors having divulged our fecret, by 
relating that the captain-general was dead, and that our fhip was the only one of the. 
fquadron of Magellan which had returned to Europe. 

Thanks to Providence, on Saturday, 6th September, we entered the bay of San 
Lucar; and of fixty men of which our crew confifted on our leaving the Malucho 
Iflands, but eighteen remained, molt of whom were lick. The refidue had either ran 
away from the fhip at the ifland of Timor, had for different crimes there been punifhed 
with death, had died of hunger, or become prifoners to the Portuguefe at Sant Jago. 

From our departure from the bay of San Lucar to the day of our return, we 
reckoned to have failed upwards of fourteen rhoufand fix hundred leagues, having cir¬ 
cumnavigated the globe from eaft to weft. 

On Monday, 8 th September, 1522, we call anchor near th'e Mole of Seville, and 
fired the whole of our artillery. 

On Tuefday, we repaired in our fhirts, barefooted, and carrying a taper in our hands, 
to the church of our Lady of Victory, and to that of Sta. Maria de Antigua, as we 
had vowed to do in the hour of danger. 

* The fame occurred to Captains Dixon and Landsdown. (Dixon’s Voyage.) 
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On leaving Seville, I went to Vagliadolid, where I prefented to His facred Majefty 
Don Carlos (Charles V.) neither gold nor filver indeed, but things far more precious 
in his eyes : among other articles, I prefented him a book written with my mvn hand, 
in which, day by day, I had fet down every event on our voyage. 

I left Vagliadolid as early as I was able, and repaired to Portugal, to prefent to King 
John a narrative of what I had feen. Afterwards I travelled through Spain to France, 
where I prefented different articles from the other hemifphere to the Queen Regent, 
mother of the Moft Chriftian King, Francis I. 

At length I returned to Italy, where I devoted myfelf for ever to the fervice of Signor 
Philippe de Villers l’lle-Adam, Grand Mailer of Rhodes, to whom a-lfo I gave the nar¬ 
rative of my voyage. 

1L CAVAGLIERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE TREATISE ON NAVIGATION 

OF IL CAVAGLIERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA. 


Preface of amoretti, 

Trartflaior of the Vvyage into modern Italian and into French. 

T HE Treatife on Navigation, which, in our manufcript is found at the end of the 
Voyage, is not aflu redly a work calculated for theinftru&ion of navigators of the 
prefent day ; neverthelefs it deferves publication in my efteera, as much on account of 
the honor it does its author, as its ferving to throw light on the hiftory of the human 
mind, by lliewing the progrefs made in the art of navigation at the commencement of 
the fifteenth century. 

All, acquainted with the fciences, at this time know the method by which the latitude 
and longitude are determined any where, even in the open fea, and are alfo apprized of 
the variation of the magnetic needle ; but in the time of Pigafetta the knowledge of 
thcfe matters was a myftery to all except the higher clafs of the learned. The nautical 
mftruments were the aftrolabe and the compafs, of the variations of which latter even 
pilots, in general, were ignorant, as is deduced from the fpeech of Magellan to his 
fquadron *. Regiomontanus had indeed already invented his meteorofcope f to deter- 
mine the difiances of places from each other, as well In longitude as in latitude - and bv 
means of a fimilar inftmment it was that Amerigo Vefpucci, in 1490, after a temneft 
in which the whole of thofe on board his veffel had loft their reckoning, afcertained his 
pofition in mid ft of the Atlantic Ocean, by an obfervation of the conjunction of the 
moon with Mars, which had been calculated by Regiomontanus himfelf for the latitude 
of Ferrara J. But the ufe of thefe mftruments, as well as fuch calculations, were fo 
little known, that Vefpucci was regarded by the fiiip’s company as a wonderful man to 
whom,, m confluence, they gave the command of the veffel: he was afterwards™ 
trufted with other grand enterpnzes, in one of which he found occafion to give his 
name to the new continent. ° vc 8 

Now^_thefe methods, with which few perfons at that time were acauaintM 

l ^ m r de hi - mfe 1 lf , are nearl y *e fame as thofe now in ufe. The 

latitude of a place is afcertained by takmgthe elevation of the pole at night and bv 

obfervations of that of the fun at noon. The elevation of the pole is found that If 
fome ftar the latitude of which is known, generally the nolar ftnr -mST? I r * 
of r.en.y-four ho r , defcribes a farf i 

?^' a L a ,"-2 e T n “‘ ? ffuredl J wrong in h£ ftatement, forisSiuT™ 

L™JrA 3 Jth r h ? anding 11 IS , "? w . but 4 ^, the polar ftar approaching gradually 
towards the pole, after a rate which, in the Iapfe of fo many years has occafinnJ*// 

difference. In order to find the vertical diftance of the Dohr ftar fi-nm th 1 neJ tbis 

it was the cuftom then to obferve the pofition of fome ftar about the poIarfunderThe 

* See Bookof the Voyage of Pigafetta, page 321. 

I See the Introduaion to above Voyage, parag. Si. ami note. 

+ Sartolozzi Ricerche cntiche fulla vitad’ Amerigo Vefpucci. 


fame 



pigafetta's voyage round the world* 

fame meridian, or making fome known angle with it* In the prefent day it is ufual to 
obferve the ftar y of Camopea, which is called the Girdle % and is nearly under the 
fame meridian. In the time of Pigafetta they obferved the relation the polar ftar bore 
to the ftars pandy of the Leffer Bear* which form a triangle with the polar ftar and 
the pole. After which they faftened a triangular rule on the centre, or pole, of the 
aftrolabe, by the obtufe angle on which it turned f. Even now a rule nearly fimilar is 
ufed, and the inftrument ufed for this purpofe is called nofturhbe But* fpite of the 
different pofition and diftance of the ftars* and notwkhftanding the inftruments ufed in 
the prefent day are diflimilar to thofe at that time adopted, it is vifible that the method 
of afcertaming the latitude by the height of the pole at night* and of the fun by day* 
are ftiil the fame; and thefe methods it is that our author teaches for finding the lati¬ 
tude at fea. 

With refpeft to the afcertainment of the longitude, Meffieurs de la Lande and 
Bougainville conceive the method by taking the horary angles of the moon is the fafeft 
and moll convenient § ; andTriefneker ||* with Bouguer affirm, that the beft method 
is by the eonjuTiftton with* and eclipfes of the ftars by the moon. Our author recom¬ 
mends the fame in the two firft of the three methods he gives for this purpofe. And 
as he fails to fpeak of the mode of finding the longitude by Tolar eclipfes* it is evident 
that with this he was unacquainted* and confequently that he did not fee Magellan prac¬ 
tice it at the river of Sta, Cruz, as Caftagneda affirms **. 

I am aware that all the obfervations made were computed upon the almanacks of the 
day, and that thefe almanacks were far from calculating with that precifion which is 
admired in the ephemerides of the prefent time the different phenomena of the hea¬ 
vens : I know that the lunar tables were then much lefs perfeft than they now are* and 
that Pigafetta had not the advantage of being enabled* as the telefcope had not yet been 
invented* to obferve the eclipfes of the fatellites of Jupiter, All refults then refted on 
obfervations made with very imperfect inftruments, and efpecially the aftrolabe* of which 
Pigafetta often fpeaks* the meteorofcope, the torquetum* the backftaff* and the univerfal 
circle, inftruments and machines which were neither certain in their refults nor eafy or 
commodious to ufe* as are now the fextant of Hadley* the Englifh quadrant, the circle 
ol Borda, and other inftruments io formed that the motion of the vefTel is no impedi¬ 
ment to their being ufed* nor capable of affefting their exaftitude. The correftnefs of 
the refult of obfervations for determining the longitude neceftarily depends on the pre- 
cifenefs of the time at which the obfervations are made, and the relation it bears to that 
of the country the longitude of which is known* or fuppofed to be known : at that 
period the only means of determining the hour was by the fand glafs, in the conftruc¬ 
tion and ufe of which it is impoffible to be exaft, lb that indeed Pigafetta himfeif did 
not rely on it. But at prefent we have excellent chronometers and fea-watches*, 
which are not liable to any variation* or which* if they experience any, are readily cor- 
refted. By means of thefe it is that we obtain that precifion of time^which allows of 
the longitudinal diftance being afcertained with the mrnoft exaftitude, a matter as diffi¬ 
cult until this invention as it was material for navigators $ and for the difcoyery of 

* Fouguer* Traiti de Navigation. 

f Thefe machines aie to be ften in A piano* AfEronomieum Cacfajreum ; and in X. acini, Arcano del 
jnare- 

t Dittionnafrc ck la Marine* artic, Nocturlabe, where the figure of this mikumen t is given. 
Bougainvilk Voyage* tome xf p 6c* 

Jj Allgemthic Geogr, Ephtm, Jan. fygB* 

Traite de Navigation, 

** Page xxxk, note ii. 
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which Spain and Holland, and after them England and France, have proffered, and 
already given very confiderable rewards. It is therefore evident that Pigafetta, 
having no exact data, could only give doubtful refults ; but this does not take away 
from the aftronamers and navigators of his time the merit of having conceived, nor 
from our author that of having prafHfed, methods which, in modern times, have been 
brought to perfection, by removing the uncertainty refuiting from the ufe of bad inftru- 
ments, and a want of correct aftrouomical and phyfical obfervations* * * § 

The celebrated navigator, Bougainville, fome (hort time back read a memoir to the 
National Inftitute of Paris *, in which he drew a comparifon between the means pof- 
feffed by Magellan and the immortal Cook: were I to repeat his remarks, we fhould, 
without doubt fee that, if Cook made more extenfive and important voyages, Magellan, 
deflituteas he was of the grand means pofleffed by the Englilh Commodore, undertook 
a voyage which exacted a man of far fuperior talents to his contemporaries, as well as 
of much greater energy of charafter* And, as Pigafetta wrote his treatife after the 
Voyage f, it is highly probable that he received from Magellan bimfelf the nautical in- 
ftruftions he has given, and that this captain-general was taught them by the aftronomer 
Faleiro, whofe knowledge was fo admirable in his time as to caufe him to be fufpected 
of being infpired by fome demon. 

One cannot, it is true, attribute praife to our author when he attempts to explain the 
movements of the planets and liars by the fyflem of Ptolemy, the abfurdity of which 
is now demonftrated ; but on the other hand this error cannot be confidered as blame- 
able in him, when werefleft, that it was then in meafure confecrated, and call to mind 
the misfortunes of Galileo, which were owing to his daring to oppofe the fyftetn of 
Copernicus, a century even later* Pigafetta was moreover in error when he pretended 
to have difcovered the longitude by means of the variation of the magnetic needle 5 but 
even this error is excufable on referring to the age in which he lived, and confidering 
that he was deceived by a faife theory ; for he imagined that there were in the heavens? 
fome fixed fpot towards which the needle conftanriy pointed J ; and he was in fome 
meafure confirmed in his opinion by the fact ; for at that time the magnetic needle on 
the firft meridian, fixed by Ptolemy at the ifland of Ferro §, was fubjedl to little, if any 
deviation, and in other places the degrees of longitude correfponded with the degrees 
of deviation of the needle from the north* Add to all this that the author of the 
Arcano del Mare, a claflical book on navigation, among other means of finding the 
longitude at fea, recommends the paying attention to the variation of the eompafs |[; 
and that the celebrated Halley, after attentively noticing the obfervations of navigators 
on the deviation of the needle, conceived it poffible to form circles by means of which 
the longitude of places might be determined by the variation, he himfelf being ignorant 
that this variation is progreflive, and inconflant in its progreffion, and that confequenrly 
it cannot be fubjected to calculation ; and moreover that computation, as was obferved 

* Allgememe Gengr. Epfiem. Decemb. 1798, p. 

fin the Freatile he quotes his Voyage, in which he [peaks of the ftars round the fouthern pole. 

? It mull ueverthdefs be obfirved that he only adopts this explanation of the phenomenon for want of 
a better, 

§ By the table of the dedenflona of the magnetic needle, puhlffhed by the learned Lambert in the 
ephemerIdea of Berlin, (Aftronomifche Jahrbuch for the year 1779) it will be found, by mean* of a {hurt 
calculation, that at the beginningof the fixteendi century the magnetic equator, or the "of deviation, was 
near the ifland of Tenentfe. At prefect it is diftant, and every day becomes further from it. M. de 
Bougainville found the declcnfion of the needle In this part to be £4° 41' W< j and Staunton, who accom¬ 
panied Lord Macartney on his Embaffy to China, 17 s 35'W, 

Jj Tome i, p* xi, 
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by Cook *, will always be vague, on account of the variation in the fame place and at 
the fame time being different with different needles. 

Among the means of afcertaining every day the longitude of any fpot while at Tea, 
Pigafetta does not mention the log-book or log,— not becaufe he was unacquainted with 
it; for he obferves that they nxeafured the way they made by means of the chain f, 
which is the fame thing \ but probably becaufe he knew the inadequacy of this mode, 
efpecialiy in navigating from one parallel to the other, in the direction of fecondary 
winds, and where borne away by currents the rate of which cannot be duly afcertained* 
After indicating the means of determining the latitude, Pigafetta gives a long cata¬ 
logue of the latitudes, boreal as well as auftral of the countries, ports, promon¬ 
tories, &€• known to navigators in his time; but this catalogue, being merely a copy 
of what may be feen in books of geography of the fixteenth century, I have thougi c 
it unneceffary to publifh, 

I fhould occafionally have found it highly difficult to comprehend this Treatife on 
Navigation, adapted by the author to the information, but efpecialiy to the inftruments 
of his time, but for the mufaeum of our library, which furailhed me with aftrolabes, 
compares, the machine pointing out the winds, and other inftruments and books ufed 
by navigators at the commencement of the fixteenth century. By comparing thefe 
inftruments and drawings in the books with what he wrote, I fucceeded at length in 
comprehending a number of words and phrafes made ufe of by him. Still I think it 
juft to declare to the reader, that, generally fpeaking, I have much abridged this 
treatife, not only becaufe in many parts it contained trivial information, and that fome- 
times repeated, but aHb, and that more efpecialiy, on account of the text being fre¬ 
quently unintelligible, more, I have no doubt, owing to the negligence of the copyift, 
than that of the author* I thought it better, where this has been the cafe, wholly 
to omit what was not eafy of comprehenfion than to torture my brain with en¬ 
deavours at gueffing the meaning of the author, and putting in his mouth poffibly 
words that he never uttered. 



EXTRACT OR THE TREATISE ON NAVIGATION OF PIGAFETTA. 


Description of the Aritiillary Sphere. 

THE armillary fphere, the defign of which Pigafetta proniifes to give*, is ufed by 
him to explain the fyftem of the univerfe according to Ptolemy, and might be ufed as 
an aftrolabe; for on the top of it is a kind of femicircle, or ring, which ferves for its 
fufpenfion when employed as an aftrolabe. Pigafetta begins his treatife with a defcrip- 
tion of the fyftem of the world, in imitation of all thofewho have preceded or followed 
him in writing on the elements of the art of navigation. 

“ The earth,” he fays, w is round; it is fufpended and motionlefs in mid ft of the 
celeftial bodies. The primum mobile is refident in the axis of the two poles, the 
arflic and antarflic; which two poles are fuppofed to be united through the poles of 


* Third Voyage, book f. 
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the earth • this axis revolves from eafl to weft, and in its revolution carries with it the 
planets and all the ftars. Befides this there is an eighth fphere, the poles of which 
are 23" 3 3'* from the equinoctial line; the axis of this iphere turns from weft to 

eaft 

" “ The circumference of the earth is fuppofed to be divided into three hundred and 
fixty degrees, and to each degree are afligned feventcen leagues and a half: the cir¬ 
cumference of the earth Is coniequently fix thoufand three hundred leagues. The 
league by land is three miles, the l'ea-league is four f. . , _ 

« The ten circles of the armillary fphere, the fix larger of which have the fame 
centre as the earth, ferve to determine the climates and geographical feite of places. 
The ecliptic fhews the courfe of the fun and planets. The two tropics point out the 
diftance to which the fun diverges from the equator, northward in fummer, and in 
winter fouthward. The meridian, ever variable as it paffes through all thepoint of the 
equator, catting it vertically, delignates the longitudes, and on this circle it is that the 
latitudes are marked.” 


Of the Latitude. 

After a defeription of the fyftem of Ptolemy, and after explaining every part of the 
armillary fphere, the author teaches the manner of taking the height of the pole, by 
which means the latitude is found. He places the pole at o and the equator at go° {. 
It is well known that at prefent we reckon from o to 90, beginning from the equator 

and proceeding to the pole. t 

tt i, q'fo e polar ftar,” he fays, ** is not precifely on the point correfponding with 
the axis of the earth, but like all the other ftars it revolves about this point. In order 
to know the true pofition of the polar ftar with refped to the pole, that of the guards 


* The declination of the ecliptic, which anfivers to the poles of the eighth fphere of oun author, 

is now 21 0 28* 5^. „ ( _ .. , * r /ti, 

f Suppofmg the terreftrial globe under the equator to be To divided that half its circumference ihould 

con filt of land and half of water, and giving confiquently to each league three miles and a half, we ftiall have for 
the circumference of the globe under the equator twenty-two thoufand and fifty miles; a fum differing 
hut little from that which refults from giving fixty miles to^each degree, which makes the circumference 
twenty-one thoufand fix hundred miles* Amoretti. 

Here the Italian editor wholly miftakes his author, and fhews greater ignorance than could have been 
fuppofed in a librarian having actefs to works on navigation, and digefUng a treatife on this fcience, All 
that was meant by Pigafetta in his obfervation that a league by land is but three miles, while a league at 
fea is four, is to admomfh the reader that in his computation of the circumference of the earth at fix t hou- 
land' three hundred leagues, he means fea and not land leagues, for if the latter were taken the circum¬ 
ference would be eight thoufand four hundred. That this is the cafe is evidently clear from his obferving 
that the fea league is of fuch length that feventeeu and a half go to a degree, confequentiy feventy miles. 
Now the degree of longitude on the equator is 69,^ Englifh miles, and the circumference of the globe 
24,902 of thefe miles, which comes very nigh the computation of Pigafetta* Geographical miles were 
utterly out of the queftion with him, (thofe to which Amoretti adverts in computing 60 to a degree)* It 
Is not however equally evident what mile he alludes to when he Hates the league to confifl of four; the 
degree meafures 67, T W of the prefent miles of Milan, 68 JT 2 yV of thofe of Tufcany, 60,/ 6 V of thofe of 
Venice, and 74 of thofe of Rome. Eng. Tr* 

| This again is another error on the part of Amoretti, which attention to the text of the voyage In 
cveiy inftance where the latitudes are marked will dearly {hew ; it is alfo evidently a mif-ftatement from 
the tenor of the two iullru&ions which follow for finding the latitude, firft by an obfervation of the polar 
ftar* and fecondly of the fun. Foffibly, though he fays he declined bewildering his brain in endeavouring 
to fokefume apparently incompretienfible parts of thts treatife, Amoretti did not deftft from the attempt 
until It had become confidcrably clouded ; at Rail thus much may fairly be conjectured from the fhte- 
maits which have produced this and the preceding note. Eng, Tr. 
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muft be obferved * : if they fhould be oil the weftern arm t, the polar ftar is t q above 
the pole \ if on the rule or linef, the polar ftar is 3 0 3c/ beneath the pole§ ; if on 
the eaftern arm the polar ftar is x° below the pole* When defirous of taking the 
height of the pole, after obferving in what pofitioa the guards are, and after afeertain- 
ing the height of the polar ftar from the horizon* the degrees that this ftar is above 
the pole, or below, muft be fubtracted, or added* I have fpoken of the antarctic pole 
in the narrative of my voyage* 

u II* The latitude of a place may likewife be found by the height of the fun; 
1 ft* When between the equator and the arctic the ihade at noon falls towards that 
pole, the number of degrees and minutes of the fun's declination on that day mu ft; 
be fought for in the almanack, and be deducted from the degrees and minutes of its 
elevation, taken by obfervadon; fubtra fling afterwards the remaining degrees from 
90°; the refult will be* the boreal latitude, 2d. When, being in the northern hemifphere, 
the fun has a northern declination, and the fhadcnv falls towards the fouth ||, the 
declination of the fun on that day being found, it muft be added to its elevation above 
the horizon, and the fmn of the two be dedufted from go G ; the remainder is the lati¬ 
tude north. 3d* When the fun is between the equator and the antarftic pole, and 
the fhadow falls at noon towards the fouth, the amount of the declination of the fun 
mult be deducted front its elevation, as in the firft rule, and the remainder be fubtrafted 
from go% which will give the latitude fouth. 4th* When, as well as the fun, the 
obferver is between the equator and the antarflic pole, and the lhadow at noon falls 
towards the north, the fam of the declination of the fun muft be added to its elevation, 
as in rule the fecund, and the amount be dedufted from 90°; the remainder gives the 
latitude fouth* 5th, When the height of the fun is 90% the diftance of the obferver 
from the equator will be equal to the declination of the fun \ and if the fun has no 
declination on that day he will be on the equator. 6th. If the obferver be north 
of the equator, and the fun be in the fouthern figns, the amount of its declination on 
that day muft be added to its elevation, and the fum be deducted from go 0 * the refidue 
_is the diftance north from the equator. 7 th. By a fimilar operation, when the 
obferver is fouth of the equator, and the fun in the northern figns, the latitude fouth 
may be found.” 

Of the Longitude* 

cc Longitude indicates the degrees from eaft to lYeft* 1 have ftudied different 
methods of afcertaining it, and felefted three, which appear to me the beft *J]\ The 
laft is the moft convenient for thofe unacquainted with aftrology* Pilots now a days 
are fatisfied with knowing the latitude, and are fo prefumptuous they refufe to hear* 
mention of longitude* 

* See the preface to dm Extract, page 384, 

t By this the arm of the infirunient ufed is lo he underllood $ this inflrumeut was probably the me* 
teorofcope of Regiomontanus, which had a crofs in the middle, or perhaps the Common aftrolabe, with 
the dioptre, or mededino as Figaftita calls it, on the equator. 

X Pigafetta means the meridional line from the pole to the equator. 

§ I have previoufly remarked that, although the radius of the circle defenbed by the polar Aar mea- 
lures at this lime no more than a degree and a half, in the time of Pigafetta it me a fared 3 0 17' 37"; con* 
fequently when our author fays 3* 30' he is not very wide of the truth ; a .id when the imperfe&ion of the 
time rent in hr aments ufed by him is coniidered, there can remain no caufe for furprizc at an error of filch 
little magnitude. ^ 

If occurs w ^ en the obferver is between the place of the fun in the ecliptic and the equator* 

, If f ^efe t ^ irec methods are probably thofe which, according to Caftagtieda were taUght Magellan by 
the aitrologer Faleiro. 

xft. 
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“ ift. By the latitude of the moon one may form a judgment of the longitude of 
the fpot where the obfervation is made. By the latitude of the moon is underftood 
its diftance from the ecliptic. The ecliptic is the line of route or orbit of the fun. 
The moon in her rotation con ft ant ly gets further from this line until at her greateft 
diftance from it; afterwards fhe approaches it again until in conjunction with the 
dragon’s head or dragon’s tail % when ftie cuts the ecliptic. Now, as the moon, cn 
receding from the ecliptic, at the fame time paffes to the weft, file niuft neceffarily have 
a greater latitude on one part of the globe than the other; and when her latitude is 
known, which is afcertained in degrees and minutes by the aftrolabe, her pofition eaft or 
weft is found, and the number of degrees and minutes flie diverges to either quarter. 
But the longitude of the fpot of obfervation cannot be determined without knowing 
exaftly in what latitude and longitude the moon ought to be at the fame inftant at the 
place of departure, at Seville for example: when the latitude and longitude of the 
moon at Seville in degrees and minutes are known, by comparing them with the lati¬ 
tude and longitude of the fpot, the difference will Ihew how many hours and minutes 
the meridian in which the obferver may be, is diftant from that of Seville; and thus 
the longitude from that city may be afcertained. 

« 2d. The moon furnifhes me with another method of determining the longitude 
of any fpot j but for this purpofe mu ft be known the precife inftant when at Seville 
the moon is in conjunction with a certain ftar or planet, or when flie is in oppofition 
to the fun, or forms an exactly afcertained angle with that planet, which I gather 
from an almanack. Now, as either phenomenon occurs in the eaft before it does in the 
weft, 1 difcover my longitude weft by the time that has elapfed between its occurrence 
at Seville and the inftant at which it is obferved by me. But if the phenomenon takes 
place at the point of obfervation before it happens at Seville, the difference of time points 
out the longitude eaftward. For each hour fifteen degrees of longitude muft be reckoned. 

“ No great genius is required to comprehend what I have mentioned. It fhould be 
known that the moon has a peculiar movement, oppofite to the general one of the 
heavens, feeing her courfe is from weft to eaft, and every two hours flie paffes over a 
degree and fome minutes. And as the moon is placed in the firft heaven and the 
ftars in the eighth, fhe occafionally eclipfes certain ftars, by pafling between them and 
us, or intercepts their rays from our obfervance, an event which cannot take place at the 
fame time to be feen at Seville and at Valeritia, which the figure beneath will explain V* 

D 

* 

[l 


8 

; 



* That is to fay* the nodes or orbit of tlie, rnoon cot the eel iptic*- 
f This figure was wanting m the roanuferipvbut was eafiiy fupptied from the text. 
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By this figure is feen that the rays of the ftar D are intercepted by the moon at C 
from the obiervance of thofe at A, but not from that of thofe at B; although when 
the moon proceeds to E, the fame ftar will in like manner be concealed from the gazer 
at B. 

“ III. The compafs may likewife furnifli a much more ready means of difcovering 
the longitude. It is well known that the compafs, or the magnetic needle which it con¬ 
tains, conftantly points to one fixed fpot, on account of the tendency of the magnet 
towards the pole. The caufe of this tendency is the magnet finding no point at reft 
in the heavens except the pole, to which confequently it ever dire&s irfelf. This, at 
lead, is the explanation I propofe of this phenomenon, and that which 1 fliall deem a 
good one, until experience produce a better. 

“ To know, by means of the magnet, the longitude of a place, form a great circle, 
in which the compafs may be placed, and divide this circle into three hundred and 
fixty degrees: turn the compafs until the magnetic needle points to 360°, where the 
arffic pole is indicated. When the needle is at reft draw a thread from the arftic to 
the antarctic pole, which may cut the centre, and let this thread be of greater length 
than the diameter of the compafs. After this take the line of noon, which is to be 
determined by the greateft elevation of the fun: turn then the compafs until the thread 
which traverfes it is on the line of the true meridian, that is to fay, on the ftiadow caft 
by the dial at noon; then, with the remainder of the thread, draw a line from the 
antarctic pole of the needle which palling through the centre may cut the fleur-de- 
lis which points out the north, and obferve how many degrees the needle is diftant 
from the meridional line, that is from the true pole; the number of degrees diftant 
will indicate the number of degrees of longitude from the fpot where the compafs 
points true # : confequently, the more exaft the obfervation of the true meridian, the 
more exactly will the degree of longitude be determined. By what I have faid will be 
feen that the meridian mull never be determined by the compafs, becaufe it north-eafts 
or north-wefts t immediately after a departure from the true meridian, but with the 
aftrolabe at noon ; and the noon mull be found by afcertainment of the inftant of the 
greateft elevation of the fun. 

« When the height of the fun at noon cannot be taken, it may be determined by a 
fand-glafs, by reckoning the hours of the night, from the inftant the fun fets to that of 
its rifing. When the length of the night is thus known, that of the day is gathered 
by fubtrafting it from twenty-four j by dividing this by two the fum is the time from 
fun-rife till noon, at which inftant the gnomen will indicate the meridian. But the 
fand-glafs being oftentimes incorrect, it is far better to take the height of the pole, by 
means of the aftrolabe and its medicUno J. 

“ The true meridian may alfo be found, or rather the equinoQiial line which cuts 
the meridian at right angles, by obferving the points at which the fun rifes and fets, 
and meafuring its deviation north or fouth from the equinox. To effect this, an 
aftrolabe is made of the earth; that is to fay, a circle is formed reprefenting the cir¬ 
cumference of the earth divided into three hundred and fixty degrees. Fix two pins 

* That is to fay, when the magnetic needle coincides with the meridian. 

f Meaning it declines towards the eall or the well from the north, 

% 1 cannot find that any aflronomer or aftrologer in the days of Pigafetta, for example Regiomontanus* 
Apianus, Gimma Frifius, Dantr, {. laviufi* &c* make any mention whatever of the mediclino; but by what 
out author liete fays, as well as in other places, it feems the medicliuo is the moveable rule fixed on the 
centre < f the aurolabe, which is fometimes denominated aihtdade* at others dioptre* aud in Italian 
fcraguardo* 
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in this circle in fuch manner that a line from one to the other may cut the centre, and 
at fun-rife turn this circle in fuch manner that the pins may be in a line with the 
centre of the fun; at the inftant the fun fets repeat the fame operation. By this 
means you will find the declination of the fun from the equino&ial line, whether 
northward or fouthward. When you have determined the angle at which the fun 
rifes and fets front the equinoctial line, you obtain the mean ditlance, which is the 
meridional line; and you Will thus fee how much the needle north-eafts or north-wefts: 
by the degrees of deviation of the needle you will know your longitude from the For¬ 
tunate iflands, that is to fay, front Teneriffe, whether eaftward or weft ward. This 
method has the fanCtion of experience 

On Steering the Ship* 

“ Would you navigate to any country, it is firft requlfite you fhould know its geo¬ 
graphical pofuion, that is to fay its latitude and longitude. After which, by the help of 
the conipafs you will fteer direCtly towards it. And as the needle north-eafts or north- 
wefts, its deviation ntuft be found by the means I have prefcribed; then fubtraCt or add 
what is neceffary to the compafs in order that the prow of the fliip, regulated by the 
compafs, may conftantly point in the direQion required. 

“ If unfortunately the compafs fhould be loft, or if its real deviation from the meri¬ 
dional line fhould be unknown, the pilot mud regulate himfelf by the fun at noon. 
When the meridian is fo fixed that it cuts direCtiy acrofs the veffel its prow may be 
direfted any way at pleafure. For example; fuppofing the pilot would fteer from 
north-eaft to fouth-weft, turn the compafs in fuch maimer that the veffel may have 
its prow towards the weft and its poop towards the eaft; then on the circle of the 
winds, divided into three hundred and fixty degrees, or four times ninety, fix two pins, 
one at forty-five degrees from the eaft and the north, the other at equal diftance from 
the weft and fouth; turn then the helm fo that the two pins may be on the meridian, 
and the prow will point whither the veffel is to fteer: provided the pins fhould not be 
on the true meridional line, the courfe will be a falfe one, and mufl be rectified. 
When the veffel makes the land the truth of what I fay will appear. 

“ By means of an aftrolabe compofed of plates t, the meridional line may readily 
be found, as well as the poles and the equinoCtial line by obfervation of the fun by 
day, and at night of the moon and ftars. For thefe Iaft, inftead of the verghezita J, 
two frnall flicks mufl be placed in the middle of the aftrolabe, through which the flat 
may be obferved.” 

After thus defcribing the method of giving the direction wiflied for to the veffel, 
Pigafetta proceeds to teach the means of determining the point of the compafs to 
w'hich the veffel in failing from one part to another fhould fteer. In order to make 
himfelf the better underftood he adduces feveral examples. <£ Are you defirous,” 
fays he, “ of going from fouth to north, or from north to fouth, under the fame lon¬ 
gitude, keep conftantly on the fame meridional line. Would you fail from eaft to 

* I have already obferved that in the time of Pigafetta the needle at the Canaries was nearly oil the 
magnetic equator; and it mufl: further be obferved that chance has carried navigators into certain 
parts where the degrees of declination correfponded with the degrees of longitude from the ifland of 
Teneriffe. 

+ We have aftrolabes made of different kinds of plates, the large ft for false of lightnefs being of paftc- 
board; the others are of brafs or copper. 

J This probably is the fame thing with the mediclino. See Note, page 389. 

8 Weft* 
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weft, or the contrary* keep always under the fame parallel- If inclined to proceed 
from one fpot to another which is diftant as many degrees of longitude as of latitude* 
you mull fteer 45 0 towards the north-weft or north-eaft, or towards the fouth-weft or 
Ictnli-eaft. IF the difference of the latitude is greater than that of the longitude* add 
to 45 0 the number of degrees which the latitude has more than the longitude to the 
pole to which you are iteering. For example * fuppofe I wiflied to^go from Cape 
St. Vincent to Cape Bojador, I compute the degrees of longitude and latitude to know 
the difference between the two capes j I find the difference of longitude to be 5° 30', 
of latitude n ; I therefore deduct f 30' from 11% and find the remainder 5 0 30' 
more than north-eaft towards the north, and lefs than fouth-weft towards the fouth. 
x If the longitude is greater than the latitude, the inferior number of degrees is in like 
manner deducted from the greater 5 and the courfe to fteer will be the remainder of 
45 0 , after fubtrafling the quotient. For example; fuppofe I wiih to go from the ifland 
Ferro to Guadaloupe, I find the former lies in latitude 27% the other hi 15° north; 
I thus afcertain the difference to be 12 0 of latitude. I next obferve on the chart 
their longitudes; as that of Ferro is feen to be T, and that of Guadaloupe 45% the 
difference is 44 0 ; from this I fubtrafl: the 12° of latitude, and have for a remainder 
32 0 ; this refidue I deduft from 45% and have 13 0 for the difference. The courfe to 
fteer mull therefore be from north-eafl 13° north, to fouth-weft 13 0 fouth */' 

Direction of the Winds *. 

The compals, on which the rhumbs are marked, divided into 360°, will give a 
better idea of what I have juft now remarked, it being firfl underftood that the pilot 
muft reckon his point of departure from the centre of the compafs; he muft at the 
fame time take care to determine precifely the true pole by the elevation of the fun, 
and not from the needle, prone to deviate from the north towards the eaft and weft- 
in order to learn whence the wind blows, fix a fmall flick with a vane in the middle 
of the compafs, To placed as that the north and fouth may be upon the true meridional 
line. The direction of the vane acted upon by the wind will fhow whither it blows- 
On the equinoctial line of the compafs are the eaft and weft ; at 45 0 you find the 
north-eaft, north-weft, fouth-eaft and fouth-weft; at 22north-north-eaffc and north- 
north-weft, and fo with the reft/* 

* Tliis laft is an error. Where the longitude is greater than the latitude, the furplus fliould be added 
to the longitudinal direction, whether eaft or weft* Thus, inftead of fleering foul h* weft 13 0 fouth, hi 
the in&ance of this problem, the veficl ihoutd be fleered fouth-weft 13 0 weft- Eng/I'r. 
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PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE CAVALHERO M. BEHAIM, 

A CELEBRATED PORTUGUESE NAVIGATOR J 
With a DESCRIPTION of his TERRESTRIAL GLOBE , 

Tranflated into French from the German of Mr* I}e Murr> by H* J* Jansen, and from the French Into 

En glint, for the fir ft time, for this Work. 

,§hfi tuarCf qul terras 7 qut defcripfitque profundum 
Terra orbemradio t adgrtffus fabrkumquegIohumque $ 

Inventem hmc nautam Conor comprendere charth, 

Resenbius LusiTAHtfl* 


W HAT Martin Behaim really was will here be found without exaggeration or de* 
traftion; Uni aquus veritati. I have made a point of fearching with nice 
ferudny into all that relates to this celebrated navigator; a labour in which I have been 
greatly facilitated by the complaifante of the individual who at this time holds poffef- 
fion of the papers belonging to the family. Finding myfelf thus richly provided with 
authentic documents, I have fpared no care nor pains to throw light on a matter fo im¬ 
portant in the hiftory of navigation as the life and merits of this great man. If I have 
not wholly fucceeded, at leaft I hope, by my exertions to have fulfilled the wift ex* 
preffed by Profeffor Gebauer, in his Hiftory of Portugal, page 123. 

« j t appears to me,” fays he, tc extremely uncertain whether or no Martin Behaim 
was really the firft who difeovered the new world, as Ricciolus affirms; and whether or 
no, as is infilled upon by Benson, he ever paffed the Straits of Magellan. We are 
not to conclude, from what is advanced by Schedel, in his Latin Chronicle, of the 
difeovery of Congo being attributable to Martin Behaim and James Canus; of their 
having paffed the equinoftial line, and failed fo far towards the fouth that, on fronting 
the eaft their lhadow fell on their right hand ; that therefore they mull have proceeded 
as far as to America; for the circumftance adverted to thus takes place always in the 
fouthern hemifphere. The ancient deeds and diplomas confultedby Wuelfer, Wagen* 
feil, Stuvenius, and Doppelmayr, make mention of no fuch faft. But what, in my 
mind, renders the affertions of Ricciolus and Benzon exceedingly dubious, or rather 
what Hands almoft utterly in oppofition to their affertions, is the globe of Behaim, 
which muft have been conftr u£ted as late as 1492, the year on which Chriftoval Colon 
•began his voyage. Doppelmayr has given a plan of this globe; and the more I exa¬ 
mine this, the more I conceive doubtful that glory which Colon and Magellan have 
hitherto had aferibed to them. It would not confequently be labor loft in any one to 
make public the life of the Cavalhero, Martin Behaim, written in the ftyle of the pre- 
fentday, and without curtailing any thing, or making any addition to the aftual truth, 
deducing the fafts from authentic documents alone. By fuch a procedure numerous 

errors would doubtlefs be difeovered j as well in what has been faid in favour of, as 

againft this navigator, errors which, as is juftly obferved by the Emperor Maximilian, 
are infeparable from the hiftory of thofe who vifit diftant countries. This obfervation 
will be well confirmed by the following fpeeimen; Pieter Vander Ax, in a collection 
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of voyages publilhed by him in Dutch, under the general title of 6 A Collection of the 
mofl; memorable Voyages and Travels to the Eaft and Weft-Indies + ,’ at the beginning 
of the fecond volume, page vii. while fpcaking of the inducements by which Colon 
was prompted to attempt his difcoveries, remarks, 11 he was confirmed in this opinion by 
Martin Van Boheeme, a Portuguefe of the ifland Fayal, his friend, and a great 
geographer It perhaps would be difficult to find in any other author fo great a 
number of errors in fo fmall a fpace,” Still this ftatenient has been copied bv 
Robertfon. 

Wagenfeil, as appears from a paffage in a letter written by him from Leibnitz, to 
Burnet }, in 1697, intended to have given to the world fome memoirs relative to Martin 
Behaim ; but it is fair to prefume that, without the advantage of reference to the au¬ 
thentic documents intrufted to me, he would have produced 'little that could be new. 

It is furprifing that Mr. Robertfon fliould have wiflved to deprive Germany of the 
honor of having given birth to the Cavalhero Behaim ; and that he Ihould affirm him 
to be a Portuguefe, called Martino de Boemia, merely becaufe Herrera § fpeaks of a 
certain Martino de Boemia, as a particular friend of Colon; and becaufe Gomera [| 
fays that the King of Portugal poffeiTed a globe made by this Martin of Bohemia; and 
that on fuch flender authority he Ihould make the extraordinary conciufion %, “that 
the Germans were probably induced to infer from the name of this artift, (Martin, of 
Boemia), that he was bom in Bohemia, and on this conjecture founded their imaginary 
claim, 

If a writer would give a hiftory of America, it is fit he Ihould firft be acquainted with 
the treatife of Stuvenius. That miftakes may be avoided fimilar to what I have noticed 
of Robertfon, I have communicated the refult of my enquiries to Mr. Ruffel, who is 
now employed on a hiftory of America, in which many errors of Mr. Robertfon will 
be correfted; and in the critique which Mr. Forfter is about to publifh on the work of 
Robertfon, the grofs mikake 1 have noticed will no doubt excite his attention. 

As in repeating the words of Behaim, I fliall frequently have occafion to refer to his 
terreftrial globe, I conceive it neceffary to preface what I have to deliver by a defcrip- 
tion of it, after firft faying a few words of the globes and charts of the ancients. 

From a paffage of Ptolemey we may conclude that, a hundred and fifty years before 
the Chriftian sera, Hipparchus traced the figures of ftars on a globe **. Still, the firft: 
inventor of a terreftrial globe is unknown ; probably it was Anaximander, a difciple of 
1 hales, for in a paffage of Diogenes Laertius (Book ii. chap, i.) he ftates, fpeaking of 
him, that. “ he marked the confines of the land and feas upon a globe.” Globes of 
this defcription, that is to fay, terreftrial globes, are feen on ancient medals, and in 
paintings of antiquity ff. Demetrius Poliorcetes caufed a terreftrial globe to be repre¬ 
sented on his royal mantle Xiphilin fays, after Dion, that Domitian ordered Menus 

* Verfame ling tier gcdenfewaardigftc zee-en-Iand-nfTen na Ooft, en Wtft Indicn ao dedcn in 8”. Ani- 
flirdam, 1706. 

Deeze mein mg wierd hem door Martin Van Boheeme, van pcylsiid Fayal gebooTtTg, een Portugces, 
zjnen vriend, ecu groote weereldkun diger, beveftigd. 

J ^ are to expert the memoirs of a gentleman of Nuremberg, reputed to have known America 
bdmc Colon, Mr Wagenfdl fpeaka of this at leaft in a work of geography pabliflied by him, fpera 
juvtmdi; Syijops. Geog. 105.) 6 1 J r 1 K 

§ Decad. i* * * § ** lib, i. cap, ii, et Dccad* ii, lib* ii. cap. xbt, 

|] Hi (tom General de las Indian, ch. xci, 

t[ Note Kvii, Book 2d pf his Hiftory of America* 

** Montuda* Hi (loiredes Mathematiques, tome i* p. 274, 

Picture d J Ercole, tome xx, uv* 8. 

% j Plutarch. Life of Demetrius. 
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PompofianiLis to be put to death for having a terreflrial globe painted in his room, as if 
he afpired to fuprenie power- With refpeft to the antiquity of geographical charts. 
Fabliaus # and Hauber f may be confultecb More than one interpreter of the Scrip¬ 
tures pretend that geographical charts are alluded to in the Book of Jofliua, iSth- 

In Egypt, Sefoftris, whom Father Tourmenine imagines to be the Pharaoh of Scnptme, 
directed geographical charts to be contfrufted f. Arifiagoras, tyrant of Miletus, 
Ihewed to Cleomenes, King of Macedonia, a table of brafs, on which was represented the 
pofition of all the lands, feas, and towns from Sparta to Suza, the capital of Peina §, 
This verfe alfo of Propertius is well known : 

X)epi£ted worlds 1 ftrive from charts to know []* 

As wel! as the chart of Peutinger, of the time of Diocletian, (and not of Iheodofius^), 
which my deceafed friend, M. Scheyb, publiihed at Vienna in 1753* Agathodemon, 
the mechanic of Alexandria, who lived in the fifth century, was the firft who conftructed 
charts for the geography of Ptoloraey. r lhefe are the twenty-feven charts yet in 
exiftence, but which affuredly had undergone confiderable changes previous to their 
being rendered into Latin, in. 1471, by Nicholas Donis, a Benediaine of Reichenback j 
before which time the names were written in Greek charaaers. In 1762 ,1 faw, in the 
poffeffion of Mr. Reimarus, at Hamburgh, the fragment of a chart of Italy, (Ptolotney, 
tab. viii.) with the names in Greek, made in the eleventh century. In 1478, a copy of 
this chart was taken at Rome, on brafs or pewter, the names of the places on which 
were engraven with the punch. In 1482, Leonard Hal caufed this chart to be carved 
on wood, together with five other charts of modern geography, planned by Nicolas 
Donis. Twenty-three charts of this coUedion at Ulm, which were reprinted in 14S6, 
are to be found given upon vellum, and illuminated in the Latin manufcript of Ptolomey, 
written in 1502, which belongs to the library of the town of Nuremberg. In the library 
of Ebner there is a beautiful manufcript of Ptolemey, confuting of one hundred and 
three large flieets in folio, with the twenty-feven charts of Nicolas Donis, in gum 
painting. How ridiculous the opinion of the firft Chriftians of Alexandi ia 1 efpedting 
the form of the earth, may be gathered from the reprefentarion given of it in the 
Chriftian Topography, which fome writers afcribe to Roftnas Indopleufte Charle¬ 
magne was accu Homed to dine from a fil ver table, on which a map of the world was 
engraven; fo, at lead, we are told by Eginhard. 

In a volume which contains a collection of the Voyages of Marco Polo, Saint Bran- 
dan, Mandeville, Ulric de Friuli, and Johan Schildperger, and which is dill in the 
library of the city of Nuremberg**, the ancient owner of this book, Matthew Bratzl, 
receiver-general of the domains of the Elector of Bavaria, among other notes inferted 
by him in the year 1488, placed the following: “ 1 have collected and joined together 
the above-mentioned book, on account of a very beautiful and valuable map of the 
world, which I have cauled to be planned with greated care, in order that it may be of 
fervice to thofe who dial] read the narratives of thefe travellers, and indruft them re- 
fpefting countries hitherto unknown ; teach them the manners and cudoms of the in¬ 
habitants ; and enable them, where the text may be infufficient for this purpofe, to dis¬ 
cover the proper road, &c. I moreover requed and will, that fuch of my heirs as may 


* Page iv. edit. Reiraarius. f Biblioth. Antfq. p. (95. ± Euftathius ad Dionyf. Parieg. 

§ Herodotus, lib. iv. chap. 49. || Cogor et e tabula pidos edifeere mundos.—-Lib. iv. cleg. iii. v. 3 j. 

*1 Fabricius, Bibl. Gr. lib. iii. p. 613. ** Catal. Bibl. Solg. i. No. 34. 
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poflefs this map of the world, have like wife poffeffion of the above-mentioned volume, 
and that the two be never feparate the one from the other.” This map of the world 
is no longer to be found among the manufcripts of the library of Nuremberg, and there 
is ftrong reafon to conclude that it has long ago been loft. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE TERRESTRIAL GLOBE OF MARTIN BEHAIM. 

The terreftrial globe of Martin Behaim is one foot eight inches, Paris meafure, in 
diameter, and is fupported on a (land of iron of Tome height, having three branches. 
It is preferved among the archives of the family of Behaim, 

The meredian is of iron, but the horizon of brafs ; this latter is of more recent form¬ 
ation, (probably made by John Werner,) as feems to be indicated by the infcription on 
the border, which is, “ Anno Domini, 1510, die Novembris.” 

The countries belonging to different powers are marked on this globe by Sags bearing 
their arms. Thefe flags, as well as the dwellings and figures of the inhabitants of the 
refpeftive countries, are painted with great nicety. The names of places are marked 
in red and yellow ink. The globe is covered with black vellum. Every thing upon it 
is indicated according to the defcriptions of Marco Polo and Mandevilfe, and exactly 
after the manner conceived by Colon; that is to fay, that Cipango, or Japan, is that 
country which ftretches fartheft towards the eaft; this was the caufe that, on his 
making difcovery of America, he miftook that continent for a part of Afia; that he 
gave it the name of the Weft-Indies; and that he preferved to the clofe of life the pro¬ 
ject of finding a route to the Eaft-Indies by this eourfe \ a project conceived alfo by 
Cortez ' , at the very time Magellan had already pafled the famous ftrait which bears his 
name into the South Sea, and difcovered there the Philippine Iflands: for formerly 
nothing in this quarter was thought of but Cipango and Cathay. If when Colon dif¬ 
covered the ifland Guanahani, which is one of the Lucayes, he had continued his eourfe 
in a direft line, he would infallibly have entered the Gulf of Mexico. Thus alfo he 
failed of difeovering, in 1502, on his fourth voyage, the country of Yucatan, and the 
whole coaft of the Mexican Gulf, from which he was but thirty leagues diftantf. 

Among the archives of the family of Behaim is a toterably exact and pretty well 
executed drawing of this globe, on two fheets of vellum. 

At the lower part of the globe, near the antar£h'c pole, in a circle of fevc-n inches 
diameter, is painted the eagle of Nuremberg, and with it the head of a young madonna. 
Below this, in the middle, are the arms of Nutzel; on the right of the eagle, thofe of 
the families Volkamer and Behaim ; and on the left thofe of the families of Groland 
and Hofzfcheuer. Round thefe paintings, on five lines, is inferibed as follows : ** At 
the requeft and order of the wife and venerable magiftrates of the noble imperial city 
of Nuremberg, at prefent in office, Gabriel Notzel, P. Volkamer, and Nicolas Groland, 
this globe was defigned and executed, from the difeoveries and indications of the Caval- 
hero Martin Behaim, a man well verfed in the cofmographic art, and one who has failed 
over more than a third of the globe. The whole remainder, collected with attention 
from the works of Ptolomey, Pliny, Strabo, and Marco Polo, and placed, the feas, as 
well as the different lands, according to their form and pofition, in purfuance to the order 
of the before-mentioned magiftrates delivered to George Holzfchuer, who affifted in 
the execution of this globe in 1492 \ which globe was left by the faid Martin Behaim 
to the city of Nuremberg, as a token of remembrance and homage, previous to his 

* Robertfon, Ilidovy of America. Herrera, lib. y< cap. v. 
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return to his wife, fettled in an ifland feven hundred leagues diftant, where he propofes 
to end his days.” 

On the lower part of the globe, beneath the equinofiial line, the following infcrip- 
tion is feen:— • 

4 ■ Be it known that this figure of the globe reprelents the whole extent of the earth, 
ill latitude as well as in longitude, laid down geometrically, i° according to Ptolemey, 
h'orn the Cofinographia Ptoloman ; of from the relations of the Cavagliero Marco 
Polo, who travelled into the eaft in the year 1250, from Venice ; 3 0 from what the 
relpeflable Do£tor» Sir John Mandeville, publifhed in 1322, in his work on the 
countries in the call unknown to Ptolomey, and on all the iflands pertaining thereto, 
from which we draw our fpices and precious ftones; and 4 0 from the voyages caufod 
to be undertaken by Don Juan King of Portugal, in 1485, to the remaining parts of 
the globe in the fouth which were unknown to Ptolomey, at the difcovery of which I, 
who made this globe, was prefent. Towards the weft is the fea called the Ocean, on 
which alfc we have navigated beyond the limits defcribed by Ptolomey, from the co¬ 
lumns of Hercules to the Azores Iflands, Fayal and Pico, inhabited by the noble and 
pious Ritter, Job de Huerter, of Moerkirchen, my dearly beloved father-in-law, who 
refides there with thecoloniftstranfported from Flanders, and who pofleflfes and governs 
them. Moreover, towards the gloomy regions of the north, are found on this globe, 
beyond the fpace known to Ptolomey, Iceland, Norway, and Rullia, countries newly dif- 
covered, and to which every year veffels are difpatched, not with Handing people in 
general are Ample enough to imagine, that, from the form of the globe all parts cannot 
be travelled over or navigated.” 

Beneath Prince’s Ifland, and thofe of Saint Thomas and Saint Martin, is written :—■ 
“ Thefe iflands were difcovered by the veffels which the King of Portugal fent to thefe 
keys of the countries of the Moors in the year 1484. They were then no other than 
delerts, in which no man was found, nor any thing but forefts and birds. The King of 
Portugal annually tranlports hither fuch of his lubjeftsas have merited death, men and 
women, and gives them lands to cultivate for their fupport, to the end thefe iflands may 
be peopled with Portuguefe,” 

‘ 4 Item.—In thefe countries funimer reigns while with us it is winter ; and all the 
feathery tribe, and all the quadrupeds, are differently formed to thofe of our country. 
Much amber grows here alfo, which we, in Portugal, call algalhia.” 

Doppelmayr has given a reprcfentation of this globe on a very fmall fcale, though, 
generally fpeaking, in a pretty correct manner. However there are feveral places laid 
down on the globe which Doppelmayr does not quote. I fliall fubjoin all that is written 
upon it from a faithful copy taken by me from the globe itfelf. 

At the Cape of Good Hope is written:— 

“ Here the columns of the King of Portugal were erected, in the year of our Saviour 
1485.” 

44 In the year from the birth of Jefus Chrift, 1,184, the illuftrious Don Juan, King 
of Portugal, caufed two veffels to be equipped, called caravellas, well furniflied with 
men, and with provifions and arms for three years. This equipment was ordered to 
lail palt the columns raifcd by Hercules in Africa, navigating conftantly towards the 
fouth, and towards the countries where the fun rifes as far as might be poflible * the faid 
King moreover caufed thefe veffels to be laden with all kinds of merchandize, to be fold 
or bartered ; as well, he put on board eighteen horfes, richly capariloned, defigned as 
prefents for the Moorifh Kings, one to each, as we might deem expedient’ Specimens 
were likewife given to us of all kinds of fpices, to exhibit to the Moors, that they might 

know 


pigafetta’s voyage round the world. 


397 

know what objects wo came in fearch of among them. Thus equipped, we failed from 
the port of Lifbon, fleering for Madeira, where the Portugal fugar grows; and after 
doubling the Fortunate Iflands, and the barren iflands the Canaries, we found fome 
Moorifh Kings, to whom we made prefents, and from whom we received others in 
exchange. We arrived in the country called the kingdom of Gambia, where grows 
the cardamom-tree; it is eight hundred German leagues diftant from Portugal: after 
this we arrived in the dominions of the King of Furfur, which is twelve hundred Ger¬ 
man miles or leagues further diftant, and in which the pepper grows called Portugal 
pepper. Beyond is a country in which we found the cinnamon-bark. Being now two 
thoufand three hundred leagues away from Portugal, we tacked about, and, after a 
voyage of nineteen months, returned to our king and country.” 

On the other fide of the fouth cape of Africa, near Riotucunero (now Targonero) 
and Porto Bartholo Viego, the Portuguefe flag is painted, and by the fide of it appears 
the following:— 

“ Thus far the Portuguefe veffels advanced, and here they erected their column; and 
after a voyage of nineteen months they returned to their own country.” 

Cape Verd. 

“ It fhould be known that the fea, called the Ocean, which lies between Cape Verd 
and this country, has a rapid current towards the fouth. When Hercules had arrived 
thus far with his fhips, and noticed this phenomenon, he returned, and planted his co¬ 
lumns, the infcription on which * proves that Hercules was not imagined to have pro¬ 
ceeded farther; but the writer of this article was difpatched beyond this point in the year 
1485, by the King of Portugal.” 

From the globe of Behaira, on which America is entirely left out, it is apparent that 
he had no knowledge of this divifion of the globe at the period of its conftruction, and 
we may readily conclude that Stuvenius would never have written his treatife De vero 
Novi Orbis Inventore, if he had feen this globe, of which he knew only by report, as 
he himfelf acknowledges f. What Behaim fays of the ifland Antilia, or Septe Ritade, 
as well as of that of Saint Brandan, is given by him merely from the relation of others. 

“ The Fortunate Iflands, or thofe of Cape Verd. poflefs a healthy climate, and have 
been inhabited by the Portuguefe ever fince the year 1472.” 

The JJlands Azores, or Catherides. 

<e Thefe iflands were peopled in the year 1466, when the King of Portugal gave 
them, after much entreaty, to Ifabclla, the Du chefs of Burgundy, his filler. At that 
time an obftinate war raged in Flanders, with a great dearth ; and the faid Duchcfs 
f&nt from Flanders to thefe iflands a number of people, men and women, and of all 
trades; with them likewife fhe fent priefts, and every appendage to religious warfliip, 
and feveral veffels freighted with furniture, and all things requifite for the culture of the 
land and conftrudlion of houfes; lhe moreover made them a prefent ot neceffaries for 
fubfiftence fufEcient for two years, on condition that they, for time to come, fhould think 
of her at mafs, and every one fay for her one ave-maria. The number of perfons 
fent on this occafion amounted to two thoufand; fo that what with their defeendants, 
and thofe who have been added to their number from abroad, the population now 

* Ne plus ultra. 4 Page 43. Edit. Francof sdMceoum, 1714,111 8vo. 
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amounts to many thoufands. In 1490, alfo, many thoufatid perfons, Germans as well 
as Flemings, refided here, who had emigrated under the noble knight Job de Huerter, 
Lord of Moerkirchen, in Flanders, my dear father-in-law, to whom thefe iflands were 
given for himfelf and his defcendants by the faid Duchefs of Burgundy. In thefe iflands 
grows the Portugal fugar, fruits ripen twice in the year, and all kinds of provifion are 
very cheap ; fo that they are competent to fupport a ftill greater number of inhabitants 
who may go thither to feek fubfilience. 

In the year of our Lord 1431, when the infant Don Peter reigned in Portugal, two 
veflelswere fitted out by his orders, ftored with every requifite for two years’ fubfilience 
of the crews, and difpatched for the exploration of the countries behind St. Jago de 
Finifterre. Thefe vefiels, thus equipped, conflantly made fail towards the weft for the 
fpace of nearly five hundred German leagues. At length they one day difcovered 
thefe ten iflands, and on their landing found only deferts, and birds which were fo tame 
that they never avoided man; in thefe deferts no man was found, nor any quadruped, 
which accounts for the tamenefs of the feathered race. On this account thefe iflands 
received the name of Azores (Allures) or gofs-hawks. Furthermore, in compliance 
with orders from the King of Portugal, in the fucceeding year fixteen vcffels were dif¬ 
patched hither, carrying with them all kinds of domeftic animals, a portion of each of 
which was landed on every illand that they might multiply thereon.” 

The Ifland Amilia , called, alfo Septe Rltade *, 

“ the year of Chrift, 734, that year in which the whole of Spain was conquered 
by the Pagans from Africa, the illand Antilia, called alfo Septe Ricade, was peopled bv 
an archbifhop from Porto, in Portugal, accompanied by fix bifliops and a number of 
Chriftians, men and women, who had fled from Spain witli their cattle and effects. It 
was a Spanifli veffel which, in 1414, approached the neareft to this illand.” 


The TJIand Saint Brandan f. 

« In the year of Chrift, 565, Saint Brandan touched at this illand and landed here* 
feeing many wonderful things ; and after the lapfe of feven years, returned to his own 
country.” 


-t UG 

Ih.s is one of the molt remarkable things on the globe of Dehalm. The Portuguefe from this ap- 

T VS?™ « ri Ji‘ he name ° f ** explanation of which term is thus given in 

the great Portuguefe D^onaty of Blutean, under the head Antilbaa. “ He o nome de humas pequenas 
ilhas do archipelago da America Meridional affikchamadas, como quern dilTera ilhas oppoftas, on frontieras 
as grandesilhas da America. this is the name ot certain fmall iflands of the archipelago of Southern 

A + « Thh m^,T” n r d h fign - iry bemg °PP°!' te to or limltaneous of the great Hands of America, 
t T- lus illand, fays Honorius Phifoponus, of the order of Benerliaines (Nova typis Iranfa£ta navi- 

“ dl3: ? C . C,d , cr ‘ talls 11 ‘ R - patium monachorum ordinis S. Beiiedifti, ilat fol. pag. I+ .) 

n ™ ^ * h) ' dr0gra P\ lerB “ U tlle ifland of Saint Brandun. It is innate in the Northern 

Ocean, off the Cortereal region, or that of New France in North America." It is placed, on the globe 

llf n d Z l 7 , Srrv* a " d fro ™ to 48“ weft of the ifland of Ferro. The poltion 

more wV £ P^oponus » that of Newfoundland, while excepting in his afcribing to it a 

n g ? f e u , al ‘- th r atc «untry has in reality (an error pardonable in his age) the file of 
the imaginary ifland of Bchaim correfponds with that of Guiana & > 

This imaginary ifland feems alfo to have been called Ima, and the fabulous voyage of St. Brandan is 
noticed in the fifth and fixth chapters of the Bibliotheca Horace,.fl of jean de Bos. St Bondau is Like 

« Whh°hfc£ At fT’Tf! d ‘ XVI Ma!i ii! - P' ! the P^ge runs as follows :-! 

in thofc pu of the dcoo, endUd I™, Shioh we, Lf to £n3?‘A 

Yellci 
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The Feminine and MafcuUne JJlands * 

u Thefe two iflands were peopled in the year 1285* the one by men, the other by 
women only ; the two have communication with each other only once every year. 
They are Chriflians, and have a biihop dependent on the archbifliop of Scoria *• 


The Ijland Scoria . 

“ This ifland is fituate five hundred miles from the Feminine and Mafculine Iflands* 
The inhabitants are Chriflians, and are governed by an archbifhop. Very good filk 
fluffs are manufactured there ; and much amber grows, as is related by Marco Polo in 
the 38th chapter of his third book* 

Item*—I muff obferve that the fpices which are fold in the iflands of the Eafl 
Indies pafs through a number of hands before they reach our country* 

“ In the firft place the inhabitants of the iflands called Great Java buy them in the 
other iflands, where they are eollefiled by their neighbours* 

cc Secondly, thofe of the ifland Seylan f, where St. Thomas was interred, buy them 
in the ifland of Java, and tranfport them to their own country* 

“ Thirdly, they are landed again in the ifland of Seylan, to be fold or exchanged 
with the merchants of the ifland Aurea, in the Cherfonefus, where they are warehoufed* 
* c In the fourth place, the merchants of the ifland Taprobane buy them in Seylan, 
and remove them thence to their own ifland* 

w Fifthly, the Mahomedans refort to Taprobane from Aden, buy the fpices, pay the 
dudes, and tranfport them to their own country* 

Sixthly, the people of Algiers afterwards purchafe them, and remove them, partly 
by fea, but a greater diftance by land carriage. 

In the feventh place, the Venetians and others buy them of thefe people. 

4(1 Eighthly, the Venetians part with them in barter, or fell them to the Germans; 
a Ninthly, they are then expofed for faieat Frankfort, Prague, and other places* 

” In the tenth place, they reach England and France* 

The eleventh hands they pafs through are thofe of the retailers, of whom, in 
u The twelfth place, the confumer purchafes them ; hence may be feen the great 
charges to which they mufl needs be fubjedt, and the vafi: profit collectively deduced. 

<c Twelve feparate gains are derived from them, exclufive of their being fubjedt many 
times to a duty of one pound on ten of their value- It mufl moreover be noticed, that 


vefTe! of good fizc being fitted out for the parpofe, with all things proper and ncecflfary, they embarked, 
the number of brethren being about ninety five, trailing and hoping at all times in Jefus Clmlt, whom, the 
only begotten of God the Father, the winds and feas eternally obey. After long wandering over the main, 
and a confiderable time had elapfed without any accident befalling them, or lots even of one of their number, 
and after their fearcb for the ifland had proved wholly fruillefs, tired of their long voyage, doubling the 
Orcades and the reft of the Northern Iflands, they returned to their own country* 1 ' 

In chapter fkth, like wife is faid — 

Machines, being ordained a bifhop, with his holy mailer Brandan, and other equally fan£tifkd men, 
departed on a voyage to the ifland before-mentioned, an ifland exceedingly extolled by many, and reputed to 
be peopled by a celelti si ho ft. In this voyage they employed feven years, and each returning year fuc- 
ceflively cekbrated the holy fellival of Eafler at fea/ J After this follows the well known hiftory of giants 
brought to life after death* of whales, &c. The learned Jefiait, Godfrey Henfchemua, who minutely feruti* 
nized the Wfto rr ^ Brandan, fays, Cujus htftona, tit fabufia reperta, omitutur. 

# Marco Polo writes Scoira* -J* With Marco Polo, Seyiam¬ 


bi. 
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in the eaftern countries years of dearth often occur, fo that it is by no means furprififlg 
when the fpices reach the confumer they fhould obtain almoft their weight in gold. 1 his 
is what Matteo Bartolomeo, a Florentine, relates, who returned from India in the year 
1424 ; and who accompanied Pope Eugene IV- to Venice* and^recounted to him what 
he had obferved during twenty-four years refidence in the Eaft.” 

IJland Taprobane. 

« Many wonderful things are told refpefl-ing this ifland in ancient hiftory, of the 
manner in which its inhabitants fuccoured Alexander the Great, and how they marched 
to Rome, and made alliance with the Emperor Pompey. This ifland is four thoufand 
leagues in circuit, and is divided into four kingdoms, in which are a great quantity of 
gold, pepper, camphor, aloes, and gold dull. The people adore idols ; the men are of 
large ftature,robuft, and good aftronomers. 

IJland Madagafcar. 

“ The failors in the Indies where Saint Thomas is buried, in the province of Moabar, 
generally go in twenty days from that country to the ifland of Madagafcar ; but when 
they return home they are more than three months on the voyage, on account of the 
currents, which run very ftrong towards the fouth. This is what Marco Polo relates 
in his third book, chapter 39.” 

IJand Zanzibar. 

“ This ifland, called Zanziber, is two thoufand leagues in circumference; it is go¬ 
verned by its peculiar king, has a language of its own, and the iflanders are idolaters. 
They are of extraordinary lize, four times as ftrong as we are, and eat as much as five 
common men. They go entirely naked, are perfectly black, very ugly, have large long 
ears, enormous mouths, and frightful eyes, four times as large as men in general. 
Their women are equally fhocking in appearance. Thefe people jive on dates, milk, 
rice, and meat. No wine is made among them, but they prepare a very palatable 
beverage from rice and fugar. They carry on a conflderable trade in amber and ivory. 
Many elephants rove through the country, and on the coafts a number of whales are 
caught. Leopards, camelopardales, lions, and other animals, materially different from 
thofe of our country, are likewife taken in numbers. From the account of Marco 
Polo, Book iii. chapter 41.” 

IJand Seylan. 

** In the ifland of Seylan abundance of precious ftones and eaftern pearls are found. 
The king of this country poflefTes the largeft and handfomeft ruby that ever was feen. 
The inhabitants go entirely naked, the women as well as the men. The country yields 
rice, but no corn. The king is independent on any fuperior power, and worlhips idols. 
The ifland is two thoufand leagues in circumference, according to Marco Polo, in the 
21 ft chapter of his third Book. 

“ Some years back the great Cham of Cathay fent to the King of Seylan, and 
offered a conflderable value for this ruby; but the king returned for anfwer, that, as 
this ftone had long pertained to his anceftors, he thought it would be unjuft in him to 

deprive 
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deprive his country of fuch a treafure. This ruby is faid to be a foot and a half long, 
a fpan in breadth, and without any flaw.” 

ljland Java Minor . 

“ This ifland is two thoufand Italian leagues in circumference, and contains eight 
kingdoms. The inhabitants have a diftinft language, and are addicted to the worfliip 
of idols. The country produces all kinds of fpices. In the kingdom of Boffman * are 
many unicorns, elephants, and monkeys, with a human countenance. Item, no corn 
is grown on the Aland, but bread is made in it from rice; inftead of wine the people 
ufe for drink a liquor which is extra&ed from trees. This is of a red as well as a white 
colour ; it is tolerably pleafant to the tafte, and is met with in great plenty in the king¬ 
dom of Samara. In the kingdom of Dageram f it is cuftomary, when the idol affirms 
that a fick individual will not recover, to ftifle him immediately after the oracle is de¬ 
livered ; his friends then caufe his fiefli to be cooked, and partake of it with much re¬ 
joicing, in order, as they fay, that it may not become the food of worms. In the king¬ 
dom of Jambri j, the inhabitants of both fexes have a tail growing from their rump 
like dogs. In this kingdom is an extraordinary abundance of fpices; and animals of 
all defcriptions are found, fuch as unicorns, &c. In rhe other kingdom, called Fanfur, 
the beft camphor in the known world is produced, which is fold for its weight in gold. 
Here alfo are_ large trees, from between the bark and the heart of which a kind of flour 
is collected; it ferves to make bread, and is excellent food §. Marco Polo fays, in the 
fixteeath chapter of his third book, that he reflded five months on this ifland.” 

ljland Java Major. 

<c After leaving the great country of Cathay, going by the way of the kingdom of 
Ciamba, and failing fifteen hundred Italian leagues towards the eaft, you arrive at the 
ifland called Java Major, three thoufand Italian leagues in circumference. The king 
of this ifland is tributary to no one, and adores idols. Here, all kinds of Ipices are 
found, fuch as pepper, nutmegs, mace, ginger, galanga, cloves, cinnamon; and all kinds 
of roots, which are tranfported thence to different quarters of the globe, and which 
render this country the refort of a number of merchants at all times.” 


ljland Angama J[. 

“ In the 2 2d chapter of the Iaft book of Marco Polo it is faid, that the people of 
the ifland Angama have the head, eyes, and teeth of dogs ; and that they are a very 
uncivilized and cruel race of men. They prefer human to other flelh, and eat rice 
cooked in milk in lieu of bread. They worfliip idols, and cultivate all kinds of fpices 
in great abundance, as well as many fruits, peculiar to their country, and differing much 
from thofe which grow with us in the weft.” 


# Marco Polo writes the name of this kingdom Bafmaiu 
f According to the above-noticed author* Dragoian. 
t Called by Marco Polo, Lambrh 
} An erroneous account of the fago-palm. 

1[ Marco Polo writes Angamam. 
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IJland Zipangu ** 

« The ifland Zipangu is fituate in the eaftern part of the globe; the people of the 
country are idolators. The fovereign of the ifland is independent, 1 he ifland pro¬ 
duces an extraordinary quantity of gold, and contains all forts of precious ftones and 
eaftern pearls* Thus much Marco Polo relates of it in his third book, chapter 2d, 
u Marco Polo likewife affirms in his third book, chapter 42 > that failors have truly 
obferved that in this fea of India there are more than twelve thoufand feven hundred in* 
habited iflands, in many of which are found precious {tones, fine pearl^and gold mines ; 
the inhabitants of them are men differing alfo from the generality of mankind ; but the 
detail of thefe matters would be too long to give in this place. 

* c The fea here produces many wonderful things; fyrens, for example, and other 

fifh 

Ci Thofe who are anxious of information refpefUng thefe fingular people, and thefe 
extraordinary fea-fifh, as well as the ter reft rial animals, may conlult the works of Pliny, 
Ifidorus, Ariftotle, Strabo, the Specula of Vincent de Beauvais, and other authors, 
c * In their writings will be found a defcription of the inhabitants of the iflands, of 
the fea, of many wonders j and of their terreftrial animals, roots, precious ftones, &c. , 

IJland Candla . 

u The ifland Candia, with all the other iflands, as well Little Java as Angama, 
Neucuran, Pentham, Seylan, with all India Magna and the county of St-Thomas, are 
fo much to the fouth that the polar ftar, which with us is called the arftic pole, is there 
never feen j but in its (lead another ftar is vifible, called, the autarkic; hence thefe 
countries are exaflly our antipodes, fo that when day with us it is night with them, and 
when the fun fets with us it rifes with them ; and half the ftars which are beneath and 
Invifible to us are feen by them : this therefore proves that the earth, with all its mafs 
of water, was formed by God of a round figure, as is ftated by Sir John Mandeville in 
the third part of his voyages.” 

IJland Neucuran f. 

Marco Polo, In his third Book, chap, 20, fays, the ifland Neucuran is fituate a 
hundred and fifty Italian miles from the ifland Great Java, and that this ifland produces 
nutmegs, cinnamon, and cloves in abundance. In it are likewife whole forefts of fandal 
wood, and all forts of aromatics. 

44 This ifland produces a great quantity of rubies, emeralds, topazes, fapphires, and 
eaftern pearls.” 

Ifland Pent an J, 

** On failing towards the fouth from the kingdom of Loach, you arrive at the ifland 
Pentan, covered with forefts of odoriferous trees. The fea which iurrounds this ifland is 

* The author before noticed writes Zipangri* 
f The Necuram of Marco Polo. 

J Called PetaD by the laft quoted author, 

% 
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only two fathoms deep, as is obrerved by Marco Polo, lib. iii. chap. 12. The great 
heat of the climate obliges the inhabitants to go entirely naked. 

" The people of this kingdom are imitated by thofe of the country of Vaar, who 
alike go without cloaths, and, as do the inhabitants of Pentan, adore an ox." 

IJland Coylur *. 

* ( Itt this ifland Coylur, Saint Thomas the Apoftle fuffered martyrdom. 

“ Here, in the time of Sir John Mandeville, was found an ifland, the inhabitants of 
which had the heads of dogs; and here the polar ftar,-called with us the ar&ic pole, is 
not vifible. Thofe who navigate this fea are- under neceffity of ufing the aftrolabe as 
the compafs in this part does not point. 

« All this country, and all thefe feas, with the iflands and their kings, were given bv 
the three holy kings to the Emperor Prefter John. The inhabitants of almoft all of 
thefe iflands and countries profeffed Chriftianity at onetime, but at prefent only feventv* 
two nations are Chriftian. J J 

? ^ ^,°f e inIia t>it thefe iflands have tails like animals, according to Ptolemev who 
makes this flatement in his eleventh table of Afia. 

“ Ttoefe iflands are ten in number, and are called the Manilla Iflands. Vefiels framed 
with iron cannot navigate among them, on account of the Ioadftone in them.” 


U 


The River Ganges* 


1. ^ T he A 00k ?i Ge " efl f J isfeen ^ at the country through which the Ganges flows is 
called Havdah. Here fhould grow the fineft gold in the known world. In holy writ 
in the 3d Book of kings, chapters ix. and x. it is faid that King Solomon fent hither his 
veflels m fearch of this gold, as well as of pearls and precious ftones, which he caufed 
to be brought from Ophir to Jerufalem.” 

Tartary, 

7 ?^ arco , ca P- 47 -) fays that, in the northern parts, among mountains 

and deferts under the arftic pole, dwell a people of Tartar race, called Permians. They 
adore an idol made of furs, and called Natigai. The occupations of thefe people are 
limned to repairing mfommer northward to the arftic pole, where they catch ermines, 
martins, rein-deer, foxes, and other animals, on which they fubfift, and the Ikins of 
which ferve them for clothing. During fummer they inhabit the country for the fake 
ot hunting j and at approach of winter retire towards the fouth to Ruffia, where they 
dwe m caverns under ground to flielter themfelves from the bleak wind called aquilo, 
an line their caverns, for warmth, with the Ikins of animals. With them in winter 
. !*!; VfT day, but in lummer the fun never leaves them at night. In the very 
midh of lummer fome few herbs and roots grow with them, but the earth yields neither 
corn nor wine, on account of the intenfenefs of the cold.” 

Iceland * 

- “ In lceland fair men are found, who are CImftians. The cuftom of its inhabitants 

?JL! l ° SS r at a v f7 hl & h rate > whiJ e they willingly part with fome of their children 
c ants or nothing* that they may have fufficient to fupport the remainder. 

kino-dom of the^Aa* this author moreover it is not denominated an ifland, but a 

Afifriof a;e n lrl. Seylam ' * Ce y Ian - On the globe of Bchaim this ifland in a peainfula of 
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« Item.—In Iceland are found men eighty years old, who have never tailed bread. 
In this country no corn grows, and in lieu of bread dried filh is eaten. Ill Iceland it is 
the ftock-filh is taken which is brought to our country.’* 



BESIDES this globe of Behaim there are moreover two other ancient globes in the 
library of the city of Nuremberg. They are executed each of them with much 
nicety, and the names of places are written on them. The moll ancient of the two 
was made by John Schcener, the firft profelTor of mathematics in the univerfity of Nu¬ 
remberg : he conftru&ed it in Bamberg, at the expence of John Seyter, his protector; 
by whom, when he came to inhabit this city, it was brought hither. This globe is three 
feet in diameter, and bears an infcription in Latin verfe expreffive of the particulars 
related. 

The author of the other terreftrial globe is unknown. 

The year after Martin Behaim conftru&ed his globe, Anthony Robuger caufed geo¬ 
graphical charts to be engraven on wood for the chronicle of Hartman Schedel. 

In the library of Ebner there is a map of the world, defigned and engraven on vellum 
in 1529, by Diego Ribera, the geographer of the King of Spain, with an explanation 
in the Spanilh language. On it is marked in a very diftinct manner the limits of the 
new world from the demarcation of Pope Alexander VI. 


MARTIN II. Behaim was born at Nuremberg, probably in the year 1430. His father, 
Martin I. was a councillor of that city, in which he died in 1474, and was buried in the 
church of the Dominicans. His mother was Agnes Shopper, of Shopperlhof. Martin 
Behaim had a filler and four brothers, the youngeft of whom. Wolf, or Wolfrath, car¬ 
ried off the prize, at a tournament held at Nuremberg in 1503, and afterwards went 
to join his brother at Lilbon, where he died in 1507, and was buried in the church of 
our Lady of the Conception. The uncle of Martin Behaim, called Leonard Behaim, 
with whom he maintained a literary correfpondence during four and twenty years, died 
in i486. The fon of this Leonard, Michel Behaim, born in 1459, died a fenator of 
Nuremberg in 1511. At the houfe of this coufm Martin refided, when at Nuremberg 
in 1491 and 1492. 

That certain writers # affurae the family of Martin Behaim to have come from 
Kramlau, in Bohemia, may be attributed, either to his ancellors being really Bohemians, 
that is to fay of the circle of Pilfner j or from Martin himfelf, in his youth, having palled 
fome time there for purpoies of trade. _ 

Philip Beroald the elder, and Regiomontanus, are reputed to have been the mailers 
of Behaim |, but it would be difficult to prove that he was a difciple of Regiomontanus, 
whofe real name was John Muller, who did not vifit Nuremberg before the year 1471, 
and who, in 1475, W( -' nE to Rome, where he died the next year. 

* Clmftoph. Cillamis, Hilt, medii sevi, p. 213 ; Geog. Nov. p. 460, 1698. 

f Olfeit Dapper Befchry ving van Amtrika, Amsterdam, 1673, in folio, where Behaim is faid to have 
been a lcholar of Monteregius or Koningiherger. 
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?I&AFETTA*S VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD- 


405 

And fiill lefs probable Is it that he was a fcholar of Bcroald, who never quitted Italy 
except on occafion of a fhort vifit to Paris ; for it is merely conjectural that Behaim 
really went, as he once propofed, to Venice, in 1457, as alfo that he remained there till 
1476; and the conjecture, as I have found by the correfpondence he maintained with* 
his uncle Leonard, is altogether ungrounded, feeing the interval between 1455 and 
1479 (a circumftance hitherto not generally known) was fpent by him, as was common 
enough among the nobility of that time, in commerce* Later than the date of the 
laft of his letters from Antwerp, in the Low Countries, the 8th June, 1479, nothing is 
found refpedting him. It is highly probable that in the year 1481 he had repaired to 
Portugal, where then reigned Alphonfo V. 

Before I proceed farther it may be proper I fliould controvert the tale which the 
writer of a German Di&ionary # has endeavoured to accredit, that it was Martin Be¬ 
haim who, in 1460, difeovered, under Ifabella, widow of the Duke Philip III- of Bur¬ 
gundy, the illand of Fayal, and that he peopled it with a colony in 1466. Thefe fails 
are rather attributable to Job de Huerter, Lord of Moerkirchen, and father-in-law to 
our Behaim, as he expreffes with fufficient perfpicuity on his globe It was only in 
1467 that ifabella became a widow j and her fon, Charles the Bold, then thirty-four 
years of age, affumed the reins of government immediately after his father's death. 
How is it poffible then that Ifabella, as regent, could have caufed a veffel to be fitted 
out by Martin Behaim, who, in 1479, was ftill carrying 021 the linen trade, as appears 
by his letter of the 8th of June before quoted ? 

It was undoubtedly the Normans who firft failed to the Azores in the ninth century ; 
and, according to the Prefident De Thou, it was Jean de Betancourt who difeovered 
thefe iflands, to which afterwards the names Terceres was given, the Flerailh Iflands, 
and the Iflands of Gofs-hawks, (Ilhasdos Azores*) 

The Portuguefe, in 1418, difeovered Porto Santo, and in 1420, Madera, the two 
Fortunate Iflands- 

In 1433 they doubled Cape Bojador, in Africa, before then regarded as the Ne plus 
Ultra of navigation- The Azores Iflands were difeovered in the following order :— 

Santa Maria, the 15th Auguft, 143 2, by Gonzalez Velho CabraL It was the firft 
port made by Crllloval Colon, on the 13th February, 1493, when affailed by a tempeft 
on his return from America* 

San Michael, difeovered like wife by Cabral, 021 the 8 th May, 1444. 

Tercera, difeovered in the interval between the years 1444 and 1450. 

Saint George, and La Gracioia, in 1450 and 1451- 

It is not poffible to fix with precifion the date of the difeovery of the iflands Flores 
and Carvo ; but it is afeertained that they were known in 1449, 

Pico and Fayal were difeovered by mariners from St. George and La Graeiofa. The 
firft colony by which thefe iflands were peopled was conipofed of Flemings, who were 
brought to Pico by Job de Huerter, whofe daughter Jane of Macedo afterwards be¬ 
came the wife of Martin Behaim. 

Barms the chief hlftorian of the voyages of the Portuguefe, who knew nothing 
either of Stuvenius §, or Tozen [|, his opponent, fays, on fpeakmg of the proprietory 

of 

* Nurenbergifchen Gelehvte Lexicon und Munibduftigungen, 

f See 39 6 :. 

% Decadai.lib.il, cap, t* 

§ Job* Fred Stuvenius, de vero novi orbis inventorc, differtatio hiftorico*critfca. FrancoF. ad Mcenum, 
1734, H vo. 

[] Cfirilioval Colon, the firft who really difeovered the new world, defended againfl. the unfounded pre- 
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of the Azores iflands: “ In the diplomatic archives is found that, in 144 *)> the 
Alphonfo V. granted permiflion to Don Henry to lend colonies to the ieven iflands or 
Azores, which had already been difeovered. Thither fheep and homed cattle had 
already been tranfported, in confecjuence of orders irom the fame Infant, on board the 
fleet of Admiral Gonzalez Velho. In 1457, the King ceded to his nephew Don 
Fernan all the iflands hitherto difeovered, with full jurisdiction, but with fonie lelhic- 
tions. In 1460, the infant Don Henry ceded to Don Fernan, his nephew and adopted 
fon, the iflands of Jefus and La Graciofa, retaining thofe only belonging to the order 
of Chrift, of which he was the protector. The King ratified tins ceffion at Lifbon on 

the 2d September, the fame year.” t t 

Antonio Herrera, in his defeription of the Azores iflands, pub 11 filed sn 15® 2 a . 
1583, page 161, makes mention of their difeovery, but fays nothing of Martin 

Behaim. _ . , 

In an old Dutch chart by Juft Daukerts, the ifland Fayal is placed immediately 
below that of Flores. It owes its name of Fayal to the number of beech-trees 

upon it. . 

For the different (Mfcoveries* it is obfervable that foreigners were in general pre¬ 
ferred *: “ Hence” fays Barrosf, Antonio de Nolle, a fellow-countryman of Colon, 
was employed on occalion of the difeovery of the ifland of Sant Jago, near Cape Verd, 
to the capiiancy or government of which his fucceffors were in part appointed ; a cer¬ 
tain Jean Baptifte, a Frenchman, was entrufted with the government of the ifland 
Mayo; and Job Dutra (the Portuguefe manner of writing the name of De Huerter), 
the father-in-law of Martin Behaim, with that of Fayal.” For this reafon, near the 
ifland Fayal, flags are painted on the globe of Behaim, with, on them, the anns of 
the city of Nuremberg, and thofe of the family of Behaim, 

■ In the life of the infant Don Henry \ a very detailed account is afforded of the dis¬ 
covery and population of the Azores iflands, in which however no mention is made of 
Martin Behaim, The perfon on whom, at that time, the ifland Fayal was bellowed is 
ftated to be (page 335.) Jorge de Ultra, a Fleming of noble extraction $ and it is fur¬ 
ther Hated that it was he who firft founded a colony there, the property in which was 

ceded to him by the Infant. p 

According to the mod recent account we poffefs of the ifland Fayal §, its prelent 
population is fifteen thoufand, difperfed through twelve parifhes, a third part of the 
number in Horta> a town fituate on the weftern fide, with an excellent poit. I he 
inhabitants are reckoned to be an honeft race, careful, laborious, and generally better 
clad than thofe of Madera. In this ifland wheat is cultivated, maize, and excellent 
flax, which grows to an unufuai height. 

It is not improbable that the name of Horta, given to this town, is derived from 
Huerter, who planted the firft colony on the ifland Fayal ; notwithftanding this term 
may be interpreted alfo to mean the Town of Gardens. Linfchoten Jj obferves, that 


pretenfionjB of thofe who attribute the honour of the difeovery to Amerigo Vefpucci and Martin Behaim* 
by L.Tozen. (In German.) Gottingen* 1761. 8vo. 



X Vida do Infante I) + Henrique, eferita per Candido Lufuano. ^Father Jofeph, of the Congregation 
of Oratorians.) Em* Lifboa, 175^. 4to* 

§ Afforded by Forfter in the 2d vol* of the Voyage of Captain Cook round the World, In the years 
r 77 a ta 17 75. II Navlg. x cvii * P- 1 * 8. 
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in his time the Flemifli language was entirely loft among the inhabitants, who fpoke 
the Portuguefe only; though they received with partiality fuch individuals as came 
from the Low Countries, whom they regarded as the countrymen of their anceftors. 

As Criftoval Colon refided in Portugal from 1471 to 1484, and as it appears very 
probable he was acquainted with Martin Behaim *, I think it right to point out pre- 
cifely the origin of the opinion that the latter participated in the difcovery of America 
and even of the Straits of Magellan. 1 5 

Colon, a native of Terra Rofla, in 1471 married the daughter of the captain of a 
Portuguefe veil'd, called Bartolomeo Pereftrella f, whom Prince Henry of Portugal 
had employed on his firft expedition to the Indies. This young lady was denominated 
Phihppina Momz Pereftrella. Colon, who thus became poffeffed of the nautical charts 
and journals of his father in law J, fet fail for Africa, and from divers caufes drew the 
conclufion that by fading conftamly weft ward, acrofs the Atlantic Ocean new coun¬ 
tries would be dtfcovered. In 1482 he laid his projeft before the fenate of Genoa 
his country § but it was difregarded. In 1483, he confeqnently addreffed himfelf to 
Don Juan II. King of Portugal, who, in his conception, was likely to comprehend it 
more fully ; but at this court he was equally unfuccefsful, as the projeft of Colon 
was formed, as pretended there, wholly on the reveries of Marco Polo reflecting 
Cipangu, that is to fay, Japan J|. r & 

In Vafconcellosf are found the reafons which prevented Diego Ortiz, bilhop of Ceuta, 
as well as thecofmographers Rodrigo and Jofcph, from countenancing the propofitions of 
Colon : thnr objections are chiefly to be attributed to the perfect ignorance of the Portu- 
guefe at that time of the countries in the weftern part of the giobe **, 

Ihts circumftance feems to prove that Martin Behaim, who at this period was at 
Lifhon, was intimate with Rodrigo and Jofeph, and well known to Colon himfelf, en- 


* P fiibly it might be from Behaim that Colon learnt that the lea had one day call on (hore at the 
Azores two dead bodres with extraordinarily large faces. 

f Barros relates (Dec. i. lib. t. cap. 2.) that this Pereftrella was firft a‘gentleman belonging to the 
court of Don Juan, brother of Don Henry, and that, fome little time before the beginning of the year 
£ 43 °* tbe latter entrnjled him with a veffel and people to colonize the ifiand Porto Santo. Muss. 
1 he name Pereftrella, it is highly probable, was given him in addition to that of Moniz, on account of his 
excelling in obfervance and knowledge of the polar liar, and fleering his veffel by its guidance, Pereftrella, 
in Portuguefe meaning, by the liar. Eng. Tit. * 

J lhis 110 doubt gave rife to the tale, that a certain captain of a Ihip, driven by the winds on to a 
country utterly unknown, died iu the houfc of Criftoval Colon, and bequeathed to him the journal and 
chaits of his voyage Gomera cites this as a faft ; Hill, de las Ind. part >\ fol. to. a. Oviedo, in his 
Hilt. Gen. de las Indias. Salamanca, 1545. lib. lii. cap. ii fol. 3. a. infills upon this being merely an 
invention on the part of its author, copied by Benzon; while, on the other hand, Stuvenius has carried 
the point lo far, itot only to accredit the (lory, but even as to affume that this captain was Behaim himfelf. 
(Stuvenius, de Novo Orbis Inventore, c?p. vi. parag. v. and vi. p, 46.) 

America rrer3 ' * lM lnd ‘ aS 0cc *ftentales, Dec. i. lib. 1 . cap. 7.; and Mr. Robertfon, Hiftory of 

II Barros, As Dec. iii. primeiras de Alia Dec. i. lib.iii. cap. 2. 

11 v ida del Re Don Juan el Segundo de Portugal. Madrid, 1639, lib. iv. 

** Colon had previoufly carried on a correfpondence by letter in 1474, with Marco Polo, on the dif- 
covery of unknown countries m the weftern part of the globe. Marco Polo conceived that the firft lands 
which would be difeovered would be Cathay or China, and the empire of the Great Cham. See Herrera, 
JJec. 1. lib. t. cap. 2. p. 3 and 4. ; and in fad the reprefentation of this country on the globe of Behaim 
Azorw i!hJs teWn ' nS fpaCe betwcen Euro P e and Afia weftward, Cathay being placed oppofite to the 

^r,‘ C ,- MarC0 ^ 0l ° all,lded .' r 0 ,n t1le preceding note, if the flatement be not altogether a very grofs mif- 
whE fnl l' H “ f , Mr Murr, of what be had read, cannot be the Marco Polo whole Travels are 
centuries before, 'eng ^Tr^ ^ ^ ^ * 3t l centur ?» his uavels taking place in 1250 to 1270, two 
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tertained at that time no opinion of the difcovery of a new world ; as otherwlfe he 
certainly would have fupportcd the project of Colon with his influence. 

This great man left Portugal, indignant at the rejeftion of his project* and landed 
In Spain in 1484. At the lame time he difpatched his brother Bartolomeo to Henry 
VII. of England. After the lapfe of feven years, Colon, who had continually expe¬ 
rienced difappointments, refolved on going to England to join his brother, of whom 
he had heard nothing in all the lapfe of time which had taken place fmce their parting. 
Bartolomeo indeed had been captured, (tripped, and kept in prifon by corfairsfor fome 
years before he reached London. 

The Englith editor of the voyage of Hackluyt cites the following verfes, written on 
the chart of the terreftrial globe prefented by Bartolomeo Colon to Henry VIL King 
of England, on the 13th of February, 1488. 

Jamia cui patrta eft, nomen qtti Bartholomceils* 

Columbus de Terra rubra, opus edul it illud 
Londmiis, anno Domini 1480, atque infuper anna 
Odavo, dtcimo die cum tertia menfis 
Fcbmariu Laudes Chrifto canteutur abunde* 

Heaven, however, ordained that Spain fhould gather the fruit of the patient-bearing' 
and refearches of Colon. Don Juan Perez de Marchena, prior of the convent of 
Irancifcans of Rabida, near Palos, a convent in which Colon had placed his children 
to be educated, entreated him to delay his departure for fome days. He even had the 
boldnefs to addrefs the Queen on the occafion, who was then at Santa Fe. Donna 
Ifabella commiflioned Perez to perfuade Colon to have patience for awhile. After 
fome time, the city of Grenada was taken, when Alonzo de Quintanilla, comptroller 
of the finances of Cafiille, and Lewis de St. Angel, receiver of the ecclefiaftical reve¬ 
nues in Arragon, fo earneflly entreated Ifabella, that Hie confented to recall Colon, 
who, by this time, wearied of the long procraftination, had already failed, and pro¬ 
ceeded fome leagues out to fea. He arrived the 17 th April, 1492, at court, and a 
treaty was figned. The expence of the outfit amounted to no more than ninety thou- 
fand French livres of that day; and three wretched fhips were entrufled to Colon. 
With thefe he failed from Palos, the 3d Auguft 1492, and fortunately he brought 
them back after making the difcovery of the new world. 

The original journals of Colon, Pinzon, Ovando, Balboa, Ponce de Leon, Her¬ 
nandez de Cordove, Cortez, &c. are among the archives of the crown at Simancas, 
two leagues from Valladolid. The charters and diplomas which refpeft America, and 
which by the order of Philip II. were depofited there in 1566, occupy the largeft room, 
and form eight hundred and feventy-three large packets, which Mr. Robertfon fought 
in vain for permiffion to examine. It is, however, to be prefumed that Herrera and 
Solis will have beep more favoured, and have made every requifite extract. In addi¬ 
tion, it is much to be defired that liberty were granted to explore the archives of the 
crown of Portugal at Torre do Tombo, as affuredly, fome manufcripts would be found 
regarding Huerter de Moerkirchen, as well as Behaim and his fons. 

* Bartolomeo Colon, who was a good geographer, and perfectly acquainted with navigation, was Hill 
abfent from Spain when his brother returned from America. Colon did not fee him again for thirteen 
years. From England he repaired to Paris, where he firft heard, from Charles VIII. of France, that his 
brother had effected the difcovery of the New World. Before his fccond voyage, Crtftoval left behind 
him a fealed letter addreffed to his brother. Fernan of Spain gave him three veffels, and the two brothers 
met in the port of Ifabella, in 1494- Colon nominated his brother Adelantc, or Lieutenant-General of 
ibe Indies. Bartolomeo died in Hifpaniola in 1514. 
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Before he went to Portugal in 1480, Martin Behaitn undoubtedly was converfant 
in the mathematics, and in nautical affairs; but on this account it does not naturally 
follow that he had been a difciple either of Regiomontanus or Beroald. 

It is moreover perfectly clear that he was an excellent cofmographer, and that he 
participated in the difcovery of the ufe of the aflrolabe, or rather of the application of 
it to navigation, as is feen by the following extract from Emmanuel Tellefius Sylvius *. 

“ John II., that the unknown fea might be navigated with lefs danger, enjoined 
his phyiicians Roderigo and Jofeph, in conjunction with Martin Behaitn, men for that 
time deeply converfant in mathematics, to bend their ftudies to forming fome means 
by which mariners might fleer their fhips, whether in our own or fome new fea, with 
greater fafety, and by which they might afeertain, by obfervations of known ftars and 
known fltores, in what latitude, and what part of the fea they might be. In confequence, 
after indefatigable ftudy and long meditation, they made improvements on the aftrolabe, 
an inftrument previoufly ufed in aftronomical obfervations; by which improvements, 
its utility was much Lncreafed, and the inftrument made fubfervient to the art of navi¬ 
gation, to the great convenience of Jailors. For this benefit is Europe indebted to 
John II.; a faCt which no one can deny f.” 

This faCt is confirmed by Pierre Matthieu ], and by the learned JefuitMaffeus,Inhis 
Hiftory of the Indies §. 

_ Were it a matter made evident that our Behaim had for inftruCtor the celebrated Re¬ 
giomontanus, who refided at Nuremberg from 1471 to 1475, onelhould have ground 
for fuppofing that from him it was that he acquired his information refpecting the 
ufe of the meteorofeope, or the inftrument adapted to the afeertainment of latitudes 
and longitudes by means of the ftars ||, which Regiomontanus fancied he had difeo- 
vered from a paffage in Ptolomey, (Geog. lib. i. cap. 3.) as he relates in a letter to 
Cardinal Baffarion. Regiomontanus likewife wrote a -treatife on the armillary aftro¬ 
labe, which is found in the edition of his works printed at Nuremberg in 1554 
Notwithftanding this it is fair to prefume that Behaim fucceeded in perfecting the ufe 
of the fea-aftrolabe, as is more lately obferved by Mr. Wales**, who looks upon him 

* In His work ,De Rebus geflrs Johannis IJ* Lufttanorum Regis (Hagsc Corn* 1712. ^to, p, 99.) 
cited by Gebauer* Hiftoire de Portugal, p* 123* Telkfius Sylvius is the only Porttiguefe writer who 
mentions Behaim, 

+ The original runs as follows z u Vt minove cum errandi penculo ignotum mari navigari poteft, Ro. 
derico et Jofepho, medicls fuis nec non Martino Rohemo, ea setate pentifjimis mathematfeis, injunxit 
Johannis IL ut adhibilo inter fe confilio, excogitarent aliquid, quo nauta: curfum navium, licet in noftro 
novoque pelage, tutius dlrigerent, 111 vel abftra&i a.notis fideribus, cognitifque litoribus, quam cc^li ac 
pelagi partem tenerent, aliquo modo cognofcerent: it poft indefeffhm fhidlum kmgamque meditadonem 
aftrolabium, inftrument urn, quod ante atlronomia* taciturn mferviebat, utiliori invento ad navigandi artem, 
maxima navigantmm commodo, tranRulere; quod benefiemm iota Europa Johaimi debere, inficiari non 
poteft, 

t In Notis ad Jus Canonicum ad VII Decretal. LI* tit* IX. de Infulis Novi Orbia, p. 80. edit. 
Fra ucop. J 59 0, 

$ Hifh Indbe, JiW. p. 5^. edit. Venetse, in 410* He died in 1603, 

|| Johannis de Regiomonte. J$pisU ad reverendifs. pat, et dorrt. Bcilarionem card* Nic. ac Com 
ftantinop. de comp, ct ufu cnjnfdam meteorofeopi. This letter is found at the end of the works of 
Werner, publifhed in folio at Nuremberg in 1514, and reprinted in 410. in 1557. Werner himfelf wrote 
£ve books on different meteorofeopes invented by him, the manufeript of which at his death fell.into the 
hands of George Hartman, who in J542 made a prefent of it to the celebrated mathematician-George 
Joachim,.furjaamed Rheticus* * 

H M, Joh. Regiomontanus. Scripts de torqueto., aflrolabfo armillari, regula magtia Ptolomaica bacu!oqu£ 
adronotnico, et obfervationibus cometarum* 

** Original aftronomical observations, made in the courfe of a voyage towards the fouth pole, and 
round the world, in His Ma]efty f s fhips the Refolution and Adventure, .1772—5, by William Wales, F. R,S. 
and William Eayly. London, 1777, in 410* 
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to have been a fcholar of Regiomontanus. Notwithstanding this poflible error, that 
writer appears to have had more knowledge'' of the Cavalhero Behaim than Ro¬ 
bert fon. 

In proportion to the truth of the fact that Martin Behaim participated in the inven¬ 
tion and adaptation of the aftrolabe for obfervations at fea, is the falfity of the tale, 
founded on a badly interpreted paffage in the chronicle of Schedel, that it was he who 
firft difeovered the Azores, and conducted thither a colony of Flemings on his fecond 
voyage to the Atlantic Ocean ; that he failed as far as to the Strait of Magellan; and 
that he, owing to a chart of his, feen by Magellan in the cabinet of the King of Por¬ 
tugal, gave origin to the voyage in which this ftrait was explored. 

This fuppofed fa£t was firft bruited by Wagenfil, in his Sacris Parentalibus B. Georgio 
Fred. Behaimo dicatis (Altdorfii, 1682, in fob p. 16, 17.); but more efpecially in his 
Pera librorum juvenelium. (Synops. Hiftorise Univerfalis, part iii. page 527. Norib. 
1695, in Svo.) in which he fays,— 

“ Chriftopher Columbus, of a Placentine family, bom at Paleftrella, but afterwards 
an inhabitant of the Genoefe territories, when firft he vifited the ifland Madera, where 
he occupied himfelf in planning and delineating geographical charts, whether of his 
own accord, as he was a man well informed in what regards aftronomy, cofmography, 
and phyfics, whether actuated by fome intimations from Martin Bohem, or as the 
Spaniards affirm, from a pilot named Alphonfo Sanchez de Helba, who by accident 
had touched at an ifland, afterwards called Dominica, meditated a voyage to Weftern 
India. 

<c The preceding paragraph I adduce, in common with Ricciolus in his excellent 
work of Geographia et Hydrographia reformatse *; and here an apt opportunity 
occurs of publilhing a pleafing fact hitherto in concealment, which adds to the cele¬ 
brity not only of Nuremberg, my birth-place, and one of the firft of cities, but alfb of 
all Germany; and of which to keep the world longer in ignorance would be a cul¬ 
pable negleft. Of a certainty, this Martin Bohem, who Ricciolus thought it probable 
had generated in Columbus the project of that fortunate expedition which terminated in 
the difeovery of the iflands of the new world, was a citizen of Nuremberg, of the 
ancient and noble family of Behaim, a family which others have been accuHomed and 
ftill are wont to pronounce Bohem, and the Item of which has lately been raifed to 
baronial dignity. He was the fon of Martin and Agnes, the daughter of Sebald 
Schopper. As from his 'earlieft youthj he had been accuftomed with the moft diligent 
attention not only to trace the furface of the earth, and the difpofition of its lands and 
feas, but alfo to contemplate the heavens and the ftars, he framed at length the refult 
of his ftudies into a work which he tendered to Ifabella, the daughter of Juan King of 
Portugal, who, after the death of her hufband Philip of Burgundy, furnamed the 
Good, had the adminiftration of affairs ; he even obtained from her a fliip, in which, 
after navigating beyond the utmoft boundaries then known of the weftern ocean, he 
firft difeovered the ifland Fayal, called thus from the abundance of beech-trees found 
upon it, which in the Portuguese language have the term fayas. He alfo afterwards 
explored the more diftant iflands, and gave to the whole the denomination Azores, 
from the number of hawks which built their nefts there (the Portuguefe calling thefe 
birds by that name); in thefe iflands he left colonies of Flemings, whofe defendants 
are yet found in the iflands: hence the Azores have likewife been called the Flemifli 
Iflands. Proceeding further over the Atlantic Ocean, he arrived at thofe iflands which 

* Lib. iii- cap. 22. Bonon. 1661, in folio. 
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Columbus afterwards explored and made public. What I have advanced in this para¬ 
graph is from documents of undoubted veracity in the archives of the republic of 
Nuremberg*. 

,c I have obtained further information from the archives belonging to the family of 
Bell aim, among which are a likenefs of Martin Behaim, and a terreftrial globe made by 
him, on which but a fmall portion of the American continent is laid down, but many 
iflands of that divifton of the earth fpread through a great extent of fea, though without 
any denomination. Authentic documents exift alfo among them, by which it appears 
that Martin married Jane de Macedo, the daughter of a Portuguefe captain, and that he 
died in the year 1506, leaving behind him a fon who returned to the poffeffions of his 
family at Nuremberg. 

“ Moreover, the Emperor Maximilian I. an admirer of the venturefome expeditions 
of Martin, thus expreffes himfelf regarding our navigator: * No citizen of the empire 
ever travelled more than Martin Bohem, or explored mope diilant regions.* 

“ Johannis Metalius Metellus, in his Speculum Orbis Terrae, towards the end of 
the work makes mention of an hydrographic table preferved by Emmanuel King of 
Portugal, in his mufeum, in which the fite of the Molucca Iflands is marked. 

<( A memorable paffage alfo occurs in a book of Cardinal iEneas Sylvius, on the 
State of Europe under the Emperor Frederic III. cap. 44. corroborative in a degree of 
what 1 have advanced. The paffage runs thus: 

* In the year of our Lord M,CCCC LXXXIII. John II. King of Portugal a man of 
great fpirit, fitted out certain galleys, furmfhed with all neceffaries, andfent them beyond 
the columns of Hercules on a voyage of difeovery towards Ethiopia. He moreover 
gave the command of thefe to two captains, Jacob Cam , a Portuguefe, and Martin 
Behaim &c. 

This laft paflage is an extract from the chronicle of Schedel, and was not inferred 
by the profeffed author of the book in queftion until long after the death of Pius II. 
an event which happened in 1464. I lhall here prefent the entire paffage from the 
manufeript written by Schedel himfelf, preferved in the library of the city of Nurem¬ 
berg. In the edition of Roburger, who printed this work in 1793, when Martin 
Behaim refided in Nuremberg, it occurs page ccxc. 

“ The Infant Henry obferving how narrow the limits of the kingdom of Portugal, 
and folicitous of extending them, by the perfuafion of certain geographers was induced 
to the exploration of the Spaniih Ocean, and difeovered many different iflands never 
inhabited before by man. Among others, he failed to a famous ifland, which he 
found, much to his fatisfa&ion, though wholly unpeopled by men, was extremely 
fertile, covered with wood, abounding in fprings, and well adapted to the fupport of 
man. Hither he fent men of different nations for the purpofe of putting it in culture. 
Among other articles which it was fuited to produce was fugar, which is now made 
here in fuch abundance that it has become more plenteous than heretofore throughout 
all Europe 1 the name of this ifland is Madera, whence the denomination of Madera 
fugar. He likewife difeovered many other iflaflds, which he caufed to be peopled with 
Chviftians; for example, thofe of St. George, Fayal, and Pico, of one of which, pro- 
du&ive of wheat, he made a grant to certain Germans to be peopled with Flemings. 
In aftertime, that is to fay, in the year 1483, John II. King of Portugal, a man of 
great fpirit, fitted out certain galleys, fumifhed with all neceffaries, and lent them to 

* Fol. nimirum 119 vol. membran. de Patriciorura Noriberg. orig. et fob 28;. T. I. Annalium 
Norib* MS. 
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explore the country towards Ethiopia* beyond the columns of Hercules. He more¬ 
over gave the command of them to the two captains, Jacob Cam, a Portuguefe, and 
Martin Bohem, a German from Nuremberg* of a good family in Bohemia, a man 
expert in geography* well capable of bearing with patience the toil of a fea life, well 
read in the latitudes and longitudes towards the weft of Ptolomey, and ufed to long 
voyages. Thefe two, by the help of the gods* ploughing the fea at fhort diftance from 
ihore, having paffed the equino&ial line, entered the nether hemifphere, where, fronting 
the eaft, their ffradow fell towards the foutb, and on their right hand. Thus did his 
induftrv throw open a new world hitherto unknown, and which none for many years 
before "had attempted to explore, except the Genoefe, who failed in the attempt. I he 
objeft of the voyage being now effected in this manner, in the twenty-fixth month 
from their departure the navigators returned fo Portugal, though not without lofing 
a number of men, who died from the extreme heat of the weather. As a token of 
their fuccefs they brought back with them pepper, grains of paradife, and many other 
articles too numerous to mention. Owing to the difeovery of this new world, a great 
quantity of pepper is brought to Flanders ; and although it may not be fo wrinkled in 
its exterior as the pepper from the eaft, it poffeffes the pungency, is of the fame form 
as, and anfwers all the purpofes of, the real pepper. Much might be written on this 
fubjefr, which, left I fhould be tedious, I omit/' 

Although the chronicle, from which this extract is given, be in the hand-writing of 
Schedel, the extract itfelf is added In a different hand. In the manufeript German 
tranflation of this book by George Ulr, which he finifhed the 5th October 1493, thefe 
lines do not appear; they muft therefore have been added fince that time. 

The whole, however, that can be gathered from this paffage is, as is juftly remarked 
by Councillor Gebauer and Profeffor Tozen,that the King of Portugal, John II. 
in 1483, difpatched James Cam, a Portuguefe, and Martin Behaim of Nuremberg, with 
fame galleys, on a voyage to Ethiopia ; that they entered the South Sea, keeping at 3 
fhort diftance from fhore; that after paffmg the line they arrived in the other he- 
mifphere, where, when they looked towards the eaft, their fhadow fell on their right 
hand ; that in this hemifphere they difeovered countries before unknown, which, for 
many years before, none but the Genoefe had attempted to explore, and they in vain; 
finally, that after a voyage of twenty-fix months they returned to Portugal, and, as a 
proof of the truth of the relation they gave of their voyage, brought back pepper 
and cardamoms. 

Who, on reading this paffage with attention, a paffage inferted in the book written 
by iEneas Sylvius, De Europae fob Frederico III. Imperatore Statu, and which he 
extracted from Schedel, who, I fay, but muft perceive that it does not relate to the 
part of the globe to which afterwards the name of America was given, and particularly 
not to the Brazils, It is well known that Diego Cam extended the navigation of the 
Portuguefe, who before had never failed further than Guinea, and that as early as 14,84,* 
(and not In 1490) he difeovered the kingdom of Congo ; a difeovery to which I (hall 
hereafter allude in fpeaking of the voyage of Martin Behaim off the coaft of Africa. 

To thefe paffages, wrongly interpreted, are to be attributed alt the falfities with which 
the biftory of our celebrated navigator is disfigured. Some writers, not content with 
affirming that he Was the firft who difeovered America, aferibe to him likewife the dif¬ 
eovery of the famous Strait of Fenian Magellan, atchieved by the latter in 1419. It 
is William Poftell who firft advanced thefe affertions. In two of his works he gives 
the title of Fretum Martini Bohem! to the Strait of Magellan. It is poffible he may 

have 
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have gathered the tale from Jerome Benzon, whole book was not publiflied at the time 
of Poftell advancing the affertion. In his Gofmographica Difctplina, he fays 

£t With the very flight exception of the lands immediarely under, or adjacent to the 
fouth pole, and the Chamafian and South Atlantic promontories* oppofite to each 
other, beyond the equators, this ftretching as far as 54 degrees, the latitude of Martin 
Bohem’s Strait, denominated by fame the Strait of Magaglan from the Portuguefe of 
that name, and that to 35 degrees, the parallel of the Cape of Good Hope, the whole 
face of the earth, interfered only by two divifions of the fea, may be faid to fpread 
almoft uninterruptedly from eaft to weft, and be prominent towards the northern part 
of the globe* 

In the firft book De Univerfitate, the following paffage occurs :*— 

There is apportion of land hitherto undifcovered at the Nadir or on the meridian 
which forms the antipodes of our regions, which, however it may be, whether or not 
pertaining to the Atlantic continent, being almoft adherent to it at Martin Bo hem’s 
ftrait, we annex to that land which forms a part of the new worldf* In the fecond 
book Poftel repeats what he had faid before: But the new world,” he faysi 46 ftretches 
from pole to pole uninterruptedly except where the connexion is broken by Martin 
Bohem’s Strait, at 55 degrees beyond the equator, through which Strait MagalenpafiM 
to circumnavigate the world, and from which he failed to the Moluccas j.” 

After the publication of this book of Poftel, Benzon produced his Hiftory of the 
New World which he dedicated £0 Pope Pius IV* This book was printed at Geneva 
in Latin, in 1578, 1581, 1586, 1600, and 1670, in 8vo. under the title Novae Orbis 
Hiftoriae, &c* Benzon I ike wife tranflated this book into French, and editions in that 
language in 8vo. appeared in 1579 and 1580* It was publiflied in German at Bafle, in 
folio, in 1579 ; in Dutch at Amfterdam, in 4to, 1650, It was likewife given in Engliih 
at London, in folio, in 1625 ; and is inferred book iv* page 1448, of the new edition of 
Purchas's Collection of Voyages, publiflied alfo in London, 4*0. 1773- 

In the work of Benzon hinifelf no mention is made of Martin B eh aim, but he is 
alluded to in the Latin remarks of Chauveton, in words of which the following b a 
tranflation:—- 

The exploration of this Strait is to be attributed to Magellan,Tor the commanders 
of the other veflels were of opinion that the fea here afforded no paffage, and merely 
opened into a bay Magellan however knew that it was a ftrait, owing, as is faid, (this 
he might have heard from Poftel) to his having feen it laid down in a fea chart of that 
celebrated navigator Martin Bohem, preferved in the mufeum of the King of Por¬ 
tugal |J. 

This ftatement was copied by Theodore de Bry, in his America ^[,.and is inferred in 
the French tranflation of Benzon, 1579 From Chauveton alfo, Metellus, who is 
quoted by Wagenfeil, extracted the obfervation, and in fliort all fucceeding authors^ 
the one copying the other. Indeed Chauveton is the perfon who has given the greateft 

* Publiflied at Bafle in 410, and Ludg* Batav. 1636, i6mo. edit, tert.-c.ii. p T xxli* 
t Gnliel. Poftellt. de Univerfitate liber. Farifia, r563, 4tu. ljb.fi* Lugd. Batav. 1635, edit. tertJib. u. 
p* xxxvii. 

% Ibid, p, eclvi. 

£ Novae Grbls Hiftorfse, 1. e. Rerum ab Hifpanfs m India Occidental ha£tenus geftaruirij et de acerbo 
ittorum in cas gen tea dominatu libri tres, prim urn ab Hicronymo Benzon?, Italico lermone con¬ 
fer] psae, rune in Latlnum tranflatse et notia illuftratse ab Urbano Calvatone, 

|| See book u of the Voyage by Pigafetta, page 31 6. where this ftatement is made by Pigafetta himfelf; 
fee alfo the remarks of Signor Amoretti, parag, xii* of the Introduction to the Voyage* Eng. Trans. 

U Fraucof* ad Moem 1594,1596* and 1599, in folio, part iv, p. kvi, Page cxxxvl. 

currency 
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currency to this tale of the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan by Behaim. Not the 
flighted: indication of any fuch (Irait is vifible oil the globe conftrudted by Behaim, in 
1492 ; it is even altogether unlikely that after his return to Portugal, or rather to the 
illand Fayal, Behaim could have had any knowledge of a ftrait unthought of by any 
navigator before Magellan, and confequently previous to the year 11519. 

Marco Antonio Pigafetta in like manner gave currency to the tale of the difcovery 
of America by Behaim in his Itinerario. (Londra, 1585, 4to.) I am ignorant whether 
or no any mention be made of Martin Behaim in his Relazione di Congo e delle cir- 
convicine contrade, tratta dagli fcritri e raggionainenti di Odoardo Lopez, Portogheze, 
per Philippo Pigafetta ; (Roma. 1591, fol. fig.) for I have not feen the book. 

When therefore we read in the Gottingen Almanac that “ Criftoval Colon,a Genoefe, 
difcovered, in 1492, the fourth divifiou of the globe, to which pofterity ungratefully 
have given the name of America, from Americo Vefpucci, a Florentine,” and that 
“ the family of Behaim, at Nuremberg, lay claim to this honour, which they attribute 
to one of their anceflors named Martin Behaim, relying chiefly on the teftimony of 
Pigafetta, a Spanifh writer of that time. At leaf! it appears'indifputable that this 
Martin Behaim difcovered the Brazils in 1485, under the reign of John II. King of Por¬ 
tugal. He died at Lifbon in 1506.”—When, I fay, one reads this paffage, one can but 
feel furprife that, in 1778, it fhould be pretended Pigafetta was a Spanifh writer, and 
that Behaim difcovered the Brazils in 1485. 

Barros, who gives an exaft account of the expedition of Magellan *, fays not a Angle 
word of Martin Behaim, or his chart. 

Following chronological order, we mud now pafs to the teftimony of Herrera, a 
Spanifh author. This excellent hiftorian advances, on Ample hearfay, that Behaim was 
a Portuguefe, born in the ifland Fayal, one of the Azores, and that it was him who 
confirmed Colon in his project ; it is moreover merely from rumour that he afcribes 
in part to him the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan J. 

Varenius § fixes the date of the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan, in the year 
1513, and attributes it to one Vafquez Nunez de Valboa. “ Magellanus,” he fays, 
“ firft difcovered and failed through it in the year 1520 ; though before him, that is to 
fay. in the year 1513, Vafcus Nunius de Valboa is faid to have had an idea of its 
exigence || when on a voyage to this part for the purpofe of exploring the fouthem 
region.’’ It is this fame Vafquez alfo, and not Martin Behaim, to whom Varenius 
adverts in the paragraph that follows in the fourteenth chapter, written to prove that 
the ocean flows conftantly from eaft to weft within the zone called the Torrid, that is, 
between the two tropics. This is the tranflation of the paffage: « Thus the fea is 
ftated to run with a ftrong current from eaft to weft through the Strait of Magellan, 
whence Magellan, (or he who, asfome affirm, difcovered it before him), conje£lured it 
to be a ftrait by which the Atlantic communicated with the Pacific Ocean.” 

Jan Wuelfer f afferts the fame in fpeaking of Behaim as was advanced by Wagenfeil, 
after examining the papers of the family in the archives of Nuremberg. But the hiftory 
and the globe of Behaim controvert all thefe pretended fafts, and fhew that he had no 

* Bccada tereelra, lib. v cap, miLix, x. folio 139—148 Lffboa, r6z8 folio. 

+ Ant. de Herrera, Dec, l lib* i. cap. ii. p, iv* Y ette opinion le (Colomb.jjconfirmo Martin de Bohemia* 
Portugues, fu amigOj natural de la ilia de Fa yah gran cofmografo. 

J Decad ii. c. xix. p. Ixvi* 

§ Geog gen* c. xii. p. vii. et c xiv* prod, vii, -p. no. Napoli. 

H “ Illud animadvertifTe didtitr ,J is the exprdGTion. Eng. Trans* 

^ Orat. de Majoribus Ocean 1 InfuLis. Nurimb. 1691, ^0,98—102 Omm de claris qnibufdam, Norimb. 
p. xili* 

knowledge 


picafetta’s voyage round the WORLD. 415 

knowledge whatever of America. Still by this declaration I do not mean to Infer but, 
within the time.between 1494 and 1506, during which he refided at Fayal, he might 
have had fome information respecting the new world, and even the Strait of Magellan. 

Meffrs. Schwartz*, Moerlj, Bielefeld J, Fuerer §, and Will JJ, adduce nothing 
on the principal point which materially differs from what is found in Wagenfeil, 
Wuelfer, Stuvenius, and Doppelmayr. 

Had writers looked into Spaniih and Portuguefe authors they would not have pub- 
lilhed fo many erroneous ftatements refpefting Martin Behaini. 

The name of Martin Behaim is not to be found in any Portuguefe work, that alone 
excepted of Manuel Tellez de Sylva and in no one in the Spaniih tongue but in the 
two paffages of Herrera, before alluded to, in which his name is Hated to be Martin de 
Boheme, that he was by birth a Portuguefe, and bora in the iiland of Fayal, an error 
copied by Mr. Robertfon in his Hiftory of America. 

Martin Behaim was at Antwerp in the month of June of the year 1479 ; and in this 
city.it doubtlefs was that he became acquainted with fome of the Flemings refident in 
the iiland Fayal, that del Pico, or that of Job de Huerter ; and Ihortly afterwards in all 
likelihood he went to Portugal, where he was fo highly efteemed on account of his 
knowlege of colmography, as to obtain a poll in the fleet defigned for a new voyage of 
difcovery oil Africa, under the command of Diego Cam, the propofalsof Colon having 
been rejected the year before, owing to the king preferring real advantages to projects 
which were regarded at bell as doubtful. 

The crufades had afforded to Europeans frequent opportunities of vifiting the coafts 
of Africa. The Normans, in 1365, attempted to alcend the Senegal River with a view 
of avoiding the duties paid at Alexandria, but it was the Infant Don Henry ** who, by 
his glorious enterprize, was the principal infligator of after maritime expeditions, by 
doubling Cape Bojador, and by his difcovery of the Azores Iflands. 

King John II. Ihortly after his acceflion to the throne in 1481, caufed twelve veffels 
to be equipped for the purpofe of following up previous difcoveries. This fleet was 
entrufted to Don Diego Dazambuya. The Portuguefe conftructed, on the coafl of 
Guinea, Fort St. George de la Mina, with permiffion of Caramanfa, the fovereign of the 
country, and in after time tranfmuted it into a town. 

Martin Behaim, from his own obfervance in perfon at the time, has indicated a num¬ 
ber of places difcovered on the fecond expedition, in 1484. I ihall enumerate here the 
names of the whole of them along the coafl; of Africa. 

.* Differt. de ColuinnisHerculis, Altdorfii, 1749. 4*0* parag. ult. Popowitfch has like wile thrown 
light on this paffage, in his Refearches relative to the Sea. Nitrem. 1750, p. xxxi. 

f .Don Joh. Stgifm. Moerlii Orat. inaug. de Mentis Norimbergenfium in Geograph jam; in the Mufaum 
Norieum, p. exxiii. ( Altdorf. j 759, 410.) 

t De Bielefeld. Progres des Allcmands dans les Sciences, les Belles Lettres, et les Arts, ch. Hi. des 
Inventions and des Decotivertes des Allemnnds, p. 48—52. 

§ joh. Sigifm. Fuerrei, Oratio de Martino Behaimo, in Muf. Nor. p. ceclxxxv.—cccc. 
t| In Nnrenbergifchen Gelehrten Lexicon, booki. p. lviri. and in the Mimdlbeiultigungen. 

H Note, fee page 409. of this work. 

** The Infant Don Henry Duke of Vifeu was the fourth fon of John I. by Philippina of Lancafter, 
llder of Henry VI. of England. He died 13 November, 1463, though Vafconcelios pretends his death took 
place ten years earlier. See Barms, Decad. i. lib. i. cap. xvi.J 
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NORTHERN COAST OF AFRICA- 

Targa, Alcadia, One, Oran, Bones, Alger *, Bogia, Bona Bezzert, Cartago, Siefla, 
Comer as, Affrica, Kathalia, Tunis, Piolemais, Sultan, a King of fhe Holy Land, a Prince 
fojjcffed of many kingdoms in Arabia, Egypt, and at Damafcus * 

Tripoli, Barbarian, Brata, Las Vechas, Cafar, Tolar, Dibrida, Bayda, Modebare, 
Ptolemais, Vefeli, Salmos, Cazalles, Porta Ruraiba, Torre de Lorabo, Porto Vejo, 
Alexandria , Egyptus* 

THE COAST OF AFRICA TO THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE* 

Caltel del Mare, Agilon, the kingdom of Morocco* 

Deferta, Cabo Boflador, 

: Lazzaron, four islands, 

Altas Motiies Torre Darem, Giefo, Bon, Rio de Oro, Cabodo Barbaro, San Mathia* 

Cabo Bianco, Cajlel d'Argin, Rio de San Johan, Genoa, the King Burburram f de 
Genoa (Guinea) the kingdom of Organ . The Moors of Tunis travel as far as to this 
country with caravans for fiver ■ Ponta (a promontory or tongue of land) da Tofia, 
Gs Medos, Sanfta in Monte, Anteroti, As Palmas, Terra de Belzom, Cabo de Cenega, 
Rio de Cenega, Rio de Melik 

Cabo Verde, Rio de Jago, Rio de Gambia, the King Babarin de Gambia Galof 
Bogaba, de Sayres, Rio Grande, Rio de Criftal, Rio de Pifchel. 

Sera Lion . From this country cardamoms are imported into Portugal, Rio de Galinas 
(Hen River) Rio de Gamboas. 

Rio deForzi al Barero, Rio de Palma, Pinias- Terra d*Malaget ^Cardamom Land) 
Cabo Corfo, Angra (Bay) Uqua, Rio de Sant-Andre, Ponta da Redis (Redis Point), 
Seria Morena, Angra de Pouaraca, Cajlel de Loro , Refgate de Nave, Olig de Saint 
Martin, Bon de Nao, Rio de San-Johan-Baptifta, Tres Pontas, Miner a Quart, da Volem, 
Angra Tirin, Villa Freinta, Terra Bara, Villa Longa. 

Ripa, Monte Rafo, the kingdom of Mormelli ; in this kingdom does the gold grow 
which is fought for by order of the King of Portugal* 

Rio Largo* This river is eighteen hundred Portuguefe leagues or miles, or twelve 
hundred German miles from Lijbon . Rio de Sdavos, Rio de Forcada, Rio de Ramos, 
Rio de Behemo , Cabo Formofo, Tierra de Peneto, Rio da Sierra, Angra de Stefano, 
Golfo de Grano, Rio Boncero, The country of the King of Furfur, where pepper 
grows , difcovered on account of the King of Portugal in 1485. 

Cicurlus equinoccialk . 

Cabo de las Marenas (oppofite to the) Infula do Principe . 

Serra di San Dominico, Angra do Principe, Alcazar, Rio de Furna, Angra da Bacca, 
Terra de Efixeas (oppofite to the) Infula Sanki Thornes J* 

Rio de Santa Maria Cabo de Santa Catherhia, Capo Gonzale, Rio de San Mathia, 
Oraia de Judeo, Beia Defeira, Rio de Sant-Andre (oppofite to the) Infula Martini (Four 

* All given here in italics is written on the globe of B eh aim in larger di a rafters, and with a deeper 
coloured red ink* The kingdom of Congo or .Zaj'ra as it is fometimea denominated, is not marked on this 
globe, 

f Bor-biran* Barros, Dec. i. lib* lii, cap* viii* 

X This idand, and thofe Do Prencipe and Anno Buon, were difeovered under Alphonfo V. in 1472, 
according to Barron* Decad,i* lib* ii. cap, iL which however cotUradidb a former aflbrrion of Martin 
Jkhaim, in which he Hates it to have been difeovered in the year 1484.1 
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Iflands). Item, in this country it is fummer when winter reigns in Europe ; and all the 
birds and quadrupeds are different from ours. Here alfa much amber grows, called in 
Portugal, algalhia . 

Cabo de Catherma, Serra de San£to Spirito, Praia (bank) de Imperator, Ponta de 
Bearo, Angra de Santa Marta, Golfs de San Nicolo, Serra Corafo da Corte Reial, Golfo 
de Judeo, Ponta Formofa, Deferta d’Arena, Ponta Bianca, Golfo de San Martin , Ponta 
Formofa, Golfo das Almadias, Rio de Patron , Rio Ponderofo, Muoruodo, Rio da 
Madalena, Angra and Rio de Fernande, Ponta de Miguel, Infula de Capre. Inland 
are moreover written, Luna mantes, Abajia Ethiopia, Agfinba . Here isafandy and arid 
country called the Torrid Zone , badly peopled, fave in that part where water is found. 

Cabo Delta, Ponta Alta, o Gracil, Caftel Podorofo de San Auguftino, Angra Manga, 
Cabo de Lion, Rio Certo, Terra Fragofa. This is the Cape, denominated of Good 
Hope by Juan II., otherwife called the Cape of Storms. Here the Portuguefe flag is 
painted, and above it aveffel with the following infcription :— 

“ Here the columns of the King of Portugal were tailed on the t§th January, in 
the year of our Lord 1485.” 

« In the year from the birth of J. C. 1484, the illuftrious Don Juan, King of Por¬ 
tugal, caufed two veffels,” &c. (See page 397). 

The remainder of the coaft, as far as Sinus Lagoa, is laid down in the following 
order:— 

Monte Nigro (by the fide of it) Lacarto, Narbion, Agifenba, Bluffa, Ricon, Cabo 
Ponero, Terra Agua, Rio de Bethlehem, Pouarafzoni, Angra de Gatto, Roca, Rio de 
Hatal, Orenas, San Steffan, Rio dos Montes, Rio de Requiem, Cam Ledo , Rio Tu- 
cunero, Prom, San Bartolomeo Viego. In this country the inhabitants have fummer when 
it is winter in Europe ; and when fummer reigns with us, it is wiyiter with them. Beneath 
the infcription there is alfo a fliip painted, with thefe words:— 

Oceanus marts afperi Meridionalis. 

« Thus far the veffels of the Portuguefe advanced ; here they erefited their column, 
and by the end of nineteen months returned to their own country.” 

I deem it expedient to throw fome additional light on the places marked on the globe 
of Behaim, from what is mentioned by Barros *. The King ordered that columns of 
ftone, twice the height of a man, on which the arms of Portugal were fculptured, 
fhould be taken on board the two veffels. Till this period. Cape Saint Catherine was 
the extremity of the coaft explored. Diego Cam or Can proceeded as far as to the 
mouth of the Zaira, and erefted the columns, which occafioned the river to be known 
for a long time by the name of the River of Columns (it is the Rio de Padrone, called 
by Behaim Rio do Patron J, and difeovered the kingdom of Congo. 

The Ponta Formofa of Behaim t was no doubt the ifland difeovered by Fernan del Po, 
in 1485, and which received his name. There is fome doubt alfo refpecting the Angra 
and Rio Fernande, marked on the globe of Behaim. 

Martin Behaim likewife makes mention of two caravellas J. Thefe two veffels were 
commanded by Diego Cam and Juan Alphonfo Davero, orDaveiro§. This latter 
commander difeovered the kingdom of Benin, two hundred miles from Fort St. George 
de la Mina, and brought the firft Guinea pepper to Portugal. Behaim marks down 
Angra de Gatto (Cat Bay), where, according to Barros, a factory was eftablifhed. 

# Decatl, i. lib* iii, c. It, 

f See page 416. J Seepage 397. 

£ Vafconctllos, Vida y Accionea del Rey Don Juan el Segundo, lib. vi. 
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The kingdom of Organ of Behaim is called by Barms (chap* * * § iv.) the kingdom of 
Ogan. 

Behaim by his globe appears to have had fome idea of Ethiopia, a country the ex¬ 
ploration of which was further purfued under Bartolomeo Dias, in i486, and laid down 
chiefly from the maps of Africa of Ftolomey, efpecially the weftern part of that country* 
Dias moreover, jointly with his brother Peter and the Infant Don Juan, difcovered the 
Cape of Good Hope, which however they did not double. 

In 1485 Martin Behaim was made a knight of the order of Chrift by the King ; but 
it is not pofllble this event fhould have taken place, as affirmed in a certain German 
inanufcript of that time, on the 18th February; for a month earlier than this date he 
was onboard the fleet off the point of Africa. Refende *, who has mentioned the molt 
minute circumftances that related to the reign of Juan III., fays nothing of this creation, 
though he has not omitted to detail the honour and dignities heaped on Don Gonzale 
Vas de Caftelbranco; but he, as well as Barros, Vafconcellos, and many other writers, 
arefilent refpefting Behaim, who was the cofmographer of the fleet, on which too, very 
poflibly, his father Job de Huerter was embarked* According to a family tradition the 
King of Portugal, in a letter addrefled to Behaim in his own hand writing, is reputed to 
have faid : fiC Having fo long obferved your integrity, we are induced to believe that 
wherever you may be there is Gurfelf;*’ &c. t a cireumftance which feems incredible, 
feeing the chief hiftorians of Portugal are wholly filent on the fubjeft. 

Portugal was not ungrateful to the Germans, who had been ufeful in promoting its 
profperity. On the 2d February, 1503, Wolf Holzfhuer, a patrician of Nuremberg, 
as a reward for his courage and the importance of his fervices, received a diploma, by 
which King Emanuel allowed him to bear on his ihield a Moor’s head and the crofs of 
the order of Chrift; and this grant was afterwards ratified by Charles V. in 1547. 

It does not feem likely that Martin Behaim failed with the after-expeditions to 
Africa f. He remained at Fayal, where, in i486, he married the daughter of Job de 
Huerter, who in 14S9 gave him a fon, Martin III. 

In 1491, or perhaps in 1490, our cavalhero repaired to Nuremberg to fee his family. 

On the 3d Auguft, 1492, Colon fet fail from Palos, and difcovered the ifland Lueaya, 
called alfo Guanahani, to which he gave the name of San Salvador. In a very ufeful 
work printed not long ago at Venice, allufion is made to our Behaim. There are 1 * 
it fays, fome who believe Colon to have been inftigated to think of the new world 
front a cafual fight of fome foreign charts defigned either by fome friend^ by Martino 
Andalouza a Cantabrian, by a Portuguefe of unknown name, or by Alphonso 
Sanchez de Huelba an Andalufian §. 5> On the 3d March of the following year 
Colon entered the port of Reftelo(now Belem) on the Tagus ; but he left it fhortly after, 

* Chronica qnc tra£ta da vida e das grandiftimas virtudes do ehriftiamlTimo Don Juano 0 Sscundo 
defte nome, Feyta por Garcia de Refende em Li&oa, 1596, folio, cap, lix. p. 59. b, 

f Quia perfpecia nobis jam din integrity tua nos iuducit ad credendum quod ubi tu es, eft perfona 
noftra, Sic* 

£ In the month of May, T4S7, Pedro de Cavilham and Alphonfo de Payva failed on new difcoverics. 
They took with them a chart which had been made from a map of the world by CafTadillo Bifhop of Vifeo, 
an excellent aftronomer. This chart it might probably be which was fufpended in the cabinet of Don 
Emanuel King of Portugal, and attributed to our Behaim, 

In 1488 Vas de Cimha and Don Juan de Bemoin were fent to eonftmft a fort on the river Sanaga ; but 
the at tempt did not fucceed. In 1490 the King difpatched Ruiz de Souza to Congo. 

§ Fafti Novi Qrbivet ordinaiioim apoftolicarum, ad Indias pertinendum, breviarium cum annotationSbuf. 
Opera D. Cyriaci Morelli, prefbyteri, dim in univerfttate Neo^Cordubenfl in Tucumania profefforis. 
Venitiis 1776, 4Mayjp.hu. 
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after having had an audience of Juan II. who received him in a very gracious manner, 
and oppofed no obftacle to his return to Spain. 

Martin Behaim in 1492 finifhed his terreftrial globe at Nuremberg, a work he had 
been induced to by the entreaty of the three chief magiftratcs of that city; and in 1493 
he arrived fafe in Portugal, whence he went to join his father in law in the ifland Fayal. 

The King, Don Juan II. repofed great confidence in our cavalhero. In 1494 he fent 
him to Flanders to his natural fon Prince George, to whom he wiflied the crown to 
defcend, which however devolved on Don Emanuel, his filter's fon. Behaim on his 
voyage hither was fo unfortunate as to be captured at fea and carried to England, where 
he fell lick. Recovering, after three months he again embarked, and was a fecond 
time taken by a cruizer and carried into France. After paying his ranfom he repaired 
to Antwerp and Bruges, whence he wrote an account of thefe mifhaps to the Senator 
Michael Behairp his coufin, his letter bearing date nth March, 1494. This letter how¬ 
ever he did not forward until his return to Portugal, whither he was haftily recalled. 

After the death of Don Juan, which happened on the 25th October, 1494, no 
mention occurs of Behaim until 1506, the year of his death. In the interval it follows 
that he maintained no epiftolary correfpondence with his family, having already received 
from It all he had a right to expeft. 

The Emperor Maximilian rendered the following honorable telHmony of the voyages 
of Behaim: “ Martino Bohemo nemo unus Imperii civium rnagis umquara peregrinator 
fuit, magifque remotas adivit orbis regiones.” 

In this interval voyages of difeovery ftill continued to be repeated with fuccefs, and 
in 1496 Vafco de Gama doubled the Cape of Good Hope. 

In 1499 Don Emanuel (who was born in 1469 and died in 1521), projecting the 
conquell of the eaft, entrufted the expedition and command of the fleet to Vafco de 
Gama *. 

Vincent Yanes Pinzon, on the 26th of January, 1500, difeovered the Cape da Con/o- 
lation or St. Auguftin, and Ihortly after the mouth of the Maragnan or River of the 
Amazons f. 

“ On the fecond expedition in 1500, Petro Alvaro Gaprali being chief, was difeovered 
the Terra da Santa Cruz, vulgarly called the Brazils. This is the ftatement of Vaf- 
concellos J, and Barros Hates that the Brazils were difeovered the 24th April, 1500 §• 

“ In 1501 the King, Don Emanuel, fent Americo Vefpucci to make new dilcoveries 
in the South Sea. This navigator had the good fortune on the ill April, 1502, to make 
the firft difeovery || of the coaft of the province now known by the denomination of 
Terra Firms . 

In 1505 Peter de Anaya made the Portuguefis,acquainted with Monomotapa. 

It feems as if after his return Martin Behaim renounced all new enterprizes, and this 
chiefly owing to his advanced age. In 1506 he failed from Fayal toLifbon, where he 

* P. Antomi Vafconcelli, S. J. Anacephaleofes, i. c. Summa Capita aftorum reguin Lufitanise. Anto. 
1621, 4to, fig. pag. 265. 

J Fmanuel Rodriguez, S. J. Relacion del Maragnan ydel Amazonas. 

\ Vafconeellos, Anacephalcofes, &c. 

f Barros, Dec. i. lib. iv. c. ii. Cyr. Morclli S. J. Fafti, Novi Orbis, p. lo. ^ _ _ 

|1 Mr. de Murr is certainly in error here ; for, according to the bell hiltorians, Rodriguez de Baftldtaa 
and Juan de la Cofa were the fir ft who, failing on a convfe directly weft, reached the coaft of Paria, 
and continuing the fame direction difeovered the province of Terra Firms, with all the coaft from Cape 
Vela to the Gnlf of Darien. It is true Vefpucci followed the fame trait without knowing this, and faw 
the fame Ihorea, but this happened after the exploration of the two navigators alluded to. Amoretti. 
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died on the 29th of July in that year *, as is proved by authentic documents. The 
ftatement therefore on the achievement placed by his fon Martin on the right of the 
great altar in the choir of the church of Saint Catherine, at Nuremberg, that this event 
took place on the 15th July, 1507, is erroneous. Martin Behaitn was buried in the 
church belonging to the Dominicans at Lifbon. 

The family poffefTes a very handfome portrait of Martin Behai m , another of inferior 
antiquity below it bears the following infcription :—> cs Martinm Bohemus y Noriberg* 
Eque$y Serenijfimorum Johannis 11 et Emmanuelis Lufitanuz Regum Thalajlm ^ ct Mat he- 
maticus inftgnis, Ohiit 1506, Lijhona *' 9 

• Martin Behaim waa born in 1436, he was confequently feventy years of age when he died* 
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rr^HAT we may leave nothing unattempted that may further the knowledge 
j6i6.j Q f t }j e j-egions hitherto fpoken of, we lhall include in this article fuch 

imperfect notices of the Butch navigations to the Terra Auftralis, as we have been 
able to pick up, though few of them are very confiderable, or of length fufficient to 
form feparate journals. Though the principal difcoveries of thefe vaft regions,_ which 
lie to the fouth of the Molucca Iflands, are undoubtedly due to the Dutch navigators, 
yet we have but very few of their journals, as they have induftrioufly concealed from 
other nations, and even from their own countrymen, the informations brought by their 
navigators, for the reafons we have already mentioned in our firft book. Were we 
poffeffed of the journals of thofe Dutch feamen who have vifited the coafts of the 
fouthern regions, they would afford us many ufeful hints refpeCting geography, and 
other obie&s of curiofity. The belt thing we have of this fort, is the chart given by 
Thevenot at the end of Pelfart’s journal, in the fir ft volume of his collections. This 
journal, and that of Abel Tafrnan, the reader will find below, in the order of time. 
But we’ fee, by Thevenot’s preface, that he had in his poffeffion feveral other journals 
relative to the fame fubjeft. “ The Terra Auftralis (fays he), which makes a fifth 
part of our globe, has been difcovered at different times. That part of it, called 
Witlandt, was firft feen in 1628. The land of Peter Nuytz the 16th of January 1627, 
Diemen’s Land in November 1642, and New Holland in 1644. The Chinele were 
well acquainted with this country formerly, for we find Marco Polo, the Venetian, 
mentions feveral great iflands lying to the fouth-eaft of Java, which he muft have 
learned from the Chinefe, as well as what he fays of Madagascar j for this nation did 
what the Europeans do now, traverfing all thefe Indianfeas, quite to the Cape of Good 
Hope, to extend their commerce, or to make new difcoveries. Pelfart, whofe relation 
is fubjoined, was thrown on this coaft more by accident than defign; but we fhall give 
afterwards the voyages of Charpentier and Van Diemen, to whom the principal honour 
of this difcovery belongs. He brought away with him gold, china-ware, and other 
curiofities, which made people at firft imagine that thefe were the produce of the 
country, whereas they were in truth part of the cargo of a carrack which had been 
Ihipwrecked on that coaft. People imagine this country to be very rich, becaufe the 

* Hift. de Nav, tranflated by Callandtr. 
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Dutch make a great my fiery of whatever concerns this navigation. And why fhould 
they be fo careful in concealing it, did the country produce nothing worth the trouble 
of making fo long a voyage? We alfo know, that they once fent troops to form a 
fettlement here; but they found a flout refinance from the natives, who, ill armed as 
they were, refilled the Dutch with great vigour, advancing into the water to hinder 
their landing. On their return, they reported that they found the favages to be eight 
feet high. Pelfart fays nothing of their extraordinary fize, and perhaps the Dutch, 
being heartily frightened, thought the favages much taller than they really were.” 
Unluckily Thevenot did not fulfil his promife with regard to Carpentaria, which is a 
large country, and lies in the ordinary trafl: of navigation to the eaftern iflands, in la¬ 
titude io degrees fouth. Thevenot, at the time of his death, was preparing a fifth 
volume of his col left ion, fome imperfect fheets of which were found in his fludy, con¬ 
taining the journals of Pelfart and Tafinan. But there was nothing to be feen refpefting 
Carpenter or General Diemen (in cafe it be true that Diemen had preferved any journal 
of his voyage), or if ever Thevenot was poffeffed of fuch manuscripts, they are now 
loft. In fhort, we have nothing of any length on this fubjeft, except the journals of 
Pelfart and Tafman. We, indeed, fee in the new hiftory of voyages, publifhed at Am- 
fterdam in 1718, a fort of memorial concerning the land difeoveredby Nuytz, tending 
to prove, that as this country is fituated in the fifth climate, between 34 and 36 de¬ 
grees latitude, it mult be one of the moll temperate and fertile regions on the globe. 
It is added, that this memorial was thought to have been drawn up by order of the 
celebrated Law, to infpire the French with a tafte for new difeoveries. The conclufion 
drawn from the fituation of this country is certainly juft ; nor can we fee any reafon 
for the fufpicion of fome who have thought that this region has only of late been left 
bare by the ocean, fince it was firft feen by Nuytz in 1627. 

New Holland is that vaft region which extends from the 6th to the 34th degree of 
fouth latitude, and from longitude 124 degrees to 187. To the north it has the Mo¬ 
lucca iflands, or the fea of Lanchtdol. To the weft and fouth the Indian ocean, and 
the Pacific to the eaft ; but, in this immenfe ftretch of land, we are acquainted only 
with fome parts of the coaft lying feparate from each other, without being able to 
affirm whether they compofe one continent, or (as it is more likely) whether they are large 
iflands feparated from each other by canals or arms of the fea, the narroweft of which 
have been fuppofed by navigators to be the mouths of rivers. Neither are we yet 
aflured, whether or no New Holland joins New Guinea on the north, or Diemen’s Land 
on the fouth. Tafman has verified by his courfe, that New Zealand, tying to the fouth- 
eaft, is totally feparated by the fea from the continents and iflands that lie nearer the 
equator. 1 he principal countries of New Holland that we are yet acquainted with are 
Carpentaria to the north-eait, the coafl of which, forming a great bay, faces to the 
weft. At the entry of this bay are the Molucca iflands; to the north lie the lands of 
Arnheim and Diemen, which lafl Is different from the Diemen of Abel Tafman. To 
the north-weft lies the land of De With. Towards the weft lie Endracht or Concordia, 
Ed els, and Lewin’s Land. This laft occupies the point on the fouth-weft. To the fouth 
lies the land of Peter Nuytz, and further fouth, but treading eaftwards, the land of 
Diemen, if, indeed, this laft fhould be comprehended under the divifion we are now 
deferibing. 

In running along the eaft coaft of this country, back towards the equator, we find 
the Terra Auftralis del Efpiritu Santo, difeovered by Quiros. But all the vaft interval, 
lying betwixt Lewin and Quiros’s difeovery, is fo little known, that we cannot tell 
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what part of it is land, and what is fea. This traft extends from latitude 43 degrees 
fouth, to latitude 19 degrees, and has not hitherto been vifited, at leaft as far as we know. 
Wifcher tells us, that, in going to the Eaft Indies, feveral have run along the coaft cf 
this new world, by keeping their courfe due eaft from the Cape of Good Hope, till 
they fell in with the coaft of New Holland. This was the courfe Dampier followed, 
as we ftiall fee in his journal. The Dutch navigators, abundantly occupied in fecuring 
their other poffeflions in the Eaft Indies, have done little more than give names to the 
principal capes, bays, and rivers they fell in with along this coaft, never flaying longer 
here than was ablolutely neceffary to get the refrelhments they wanted, and thefe 
(fays Paulmier) were always furnifhed readily by the inhabitants. He adds, that the 
Dutch have often wintered on thefe coafts, and fpent time enough among the natives 
to enable them to give us very particular accounts, both of them and their country, 
if the Eaft India Company, for interefted reafons, had not hindered them. Nay, we 
find a Dutchman offering the fame thing, in his preliminary difcourfe to the northern 
voyages, “ II eft certain (fays he) que les Hollandois ont fait des tres grandes 
decouvertes du cote des Terres Auftrales inconnues, quoiqu’ils ne les ayent prefque 
pas publiees jufqu* a prefent. Ce filence myfterieux, et ce que l’on a die des richeffes 
de ces terres, fait croire que les Hollandois n’ont pas a coeur la recherche des Terres 
Auftrales, craignant peut-etre qu’il ne prit envie a des etrangers de s’y etablir, au 
prejudice du negoce de leur compagnie." That this is the real nature of their conduit 
we may be affured from their hard ufage of Le Maire, and the bad reception Dampier 
met with in the ifle of Timor, not to mention many other inftances, equally well known, 
and univerfally derefted. 

1606.3 We find in Saris’s Journal, preferved by Purchas, under this year, an 
account of a fmall veffel, called the Little Sun, being fent by the Dutch from the 
Molucca iflands for the difeovery of New Guinea} which country (fays Saris) they 
knew nothing of at that time ; but where they imagined gold was to be found. In the 
following year (fays Saris) I was told by a Chinefe captain, juft come from Banda, that 
the Dutch veffel had put in there on her return from New Guinea. The crew gave an 
account, that having made a defeent on the coaft in order to learn fomething of the 
country, the natives received them with a Ihower of arrows, which had killed nine 
Dutchmen. They reprefented thefe people as very barbarous, and even cannibals ; 
and being afraid to ftay longer on thefe inhofpitable Ihores, they returned without 
doing any thing. 

1616. j The firft land difeovered this year was that called Concordia or Endracht, 
by Theodoric Hertog, a native of Endracht, who landed there in the month of October. 
This coaft lies from 19 to 25 degrees fouth latitude. The principal inlet here, 
called Sharp’s Bay, abounds with fea-dogs; and the great ledge of rocks, lying off the 
moll fouthern part of the coaft, is called the Abrolhos of Frederick Iloutman. The 
river, or rather ftrait, to the northward, goes by the name of Jacob Remeffens, in 
nearly 22 degrees fouth latitude: this country has fince been feen by Pelfarc and 
Dampier, as we fhali find in their journals. 

1618.3 This year one Zeachen, a native of Arnheiin, difeovered the land called 
Arnheim and Diemen about the latitude 14 degrees. Diemen owes its name to 
Anthony Van Diemen, at that time general of the Dutch Eaft India Company, who 
returned to Europe with vaft riches in 1631. It is to be fuppofed that, during his ftay 
in the Indies, he had greatly promoted the difeovery of the fouthern world, as we find 
the navigators impofing his name on many of the capes, rivers and bays of that 
country. 
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In 1619. John Edels coafted the weftern fhore to the fouthward, and left his 
name to it. Edel’s land lies nearly in 39 degrees foulh. 

In 1622, was difcovered that point where the land makes a turn from weft to 
fouth-eaft in 35 degrees fouth latitude* To this was given the name of Lewin, or the 
Lionel, probably becaufe this was the fhip's name. Du Quefne was upon this coaft 
afterwards in the year 1687 5 and we are told that one Flamming, a Dutchman, with 
three /hips, touched here in 1697, and found feveral good havens and rivers well 
ftored with filh in latitude 31 degrees 30 minutes. We fliall give below, in the 
order of time, what we could recover of his journal. This part of the coaft has been 
little viftted fince. 

In 1628, William de Witte gave his name to that part of the coaft he furveyed 
In 22 degrees fouth latitude, to the north of the river Remdfens. Here it was too, 
that in the fame year, Viane, a Dutch captain, was fhipwrecked, being thrown on this 
coaft while he waspafiing the dangerous Strait of Bali, to the eaft of Java* 

In this year too (and not in 1662, as Prevoft fays) Carpentaria received its name, 
from one Carpenter, a Dutchman, and governor of the India Company. He difcovered 
it during his government, and returned with five fliips very richly laden to Europe, 
in June 1628. It would feem that this whole coaft has been carefully examined by 
the Dutch, as in Thevenot's Dutch charts, we have the names, in that language, 
of a great many bays, capes and watering places along it. At I aft, in the year 
1664, this vaft region received the name of New Holland, which it ftill bears in all 
the maps. 

Before we quit this fubje£t altogether, it may not be amifs to give the reader a 
general view of the adjacent lands, which he will find more fully defcribed in the 
journals that are to follow. We find towards the fouth-eaft, Diemen's Land, and 
New Zealand, difcovered by Tafman in 1642. This navigator, with two /hips, failed 
from Batavia, and in iefs than a year fafely made the tour of what we call Auftralafia. 
His courfe was judicioufly conducted, and happily directed. We fee by his voyage* 
how eafy it is for the Europeans, who poffefs eftablifhrnents in the Eaft Indies, to 
vifit and difcover all thofe vaft regions, with very little charge or trouble. Tafman 
touched at Diemen's Land, November 24. The part that he ran along extends from 
latitude 41 to 44 degrees, and from longitude 1 66 to 169 degrees. New Zealand is 
more exrenfive: its coaft facing the weft, runs north and fouth, from latitude 33 to 
44 degrees. Tafman only viewed this coaft, without landing on it. The Abbe Prevoft 
tells us, that the Dutch vifited this coaft again in the year 1644, but gives us no account 
of the captain's name, nor any extraft from his journal. By forne ftrange miftake he 
adds, that this land extends from latitude 44 to latitude 64 degrees, that is, aimoft to 
the polar circle. 

We have feen before how New Guineaj lying north of Carpentaria, was difcovered 
In the year 1527 by Alvar de Saavedra. This long ifland (or rather peninfuJa, if it 
touches New Holland, which is yet uncertain) lies obliquely extended from the equator 
to latitude 10 degrees fouth. Its northern extremity, and feveral iflands along the 
coaft s, are inhabited by a nation called Papoos. This people are thought fuch good 
foldiers, that the Mahometan kings of the neighbouring iflands often hire them for 
foldiers. We find from De Lille's chart of the Eaft Indies, the following names of 
four little ftates in this country, Mian, Miflol, Ogneo, and Noton. Argenfola, in his 
fecond book of the hiftory of the Moluccas, mentions four kings of the iflands in¬ 
habited by the Papoos, Vaigamano, Vaigeo, Quibibio, and Mincibio, who entered into 
a league formed by the feveral ftates of this Archipelago, to fupport each other againft 
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the tyranny of the Portuguefe. The Dutch continuator of Argenfola, in his 15th book, 
mentions a war in the ifland Ceram, carried on by the Papous. in conjunction with 
thofe of Ceram, againft fome iflanders in the neighbourhood. Thefe faffs prove that 
the Auftralafians, who lie near the equator are more civilized than fuch as are found 
further to the fouth, and their manners are much the fame with thofe of the adjacent 
iflauds. Argenfola tells us, that, according to the tradition of the Moluccas, this 
country was firft peopled from the ifland Ternate, which is not improbable. The Indian 
fable Argenfola mentions of the origin of this nation from four eggs merits no more 
attention than the ancient ftory of the Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Chaldeans, of a 
primitive egg, whence all things were formed, according to them. One thing, how- 
ever, is remarkable, and might be fupported by many facts, were this a proper place 
for fuch difquifitions, that molt of the ancient traditions of the Egyptians and Phoeni¬ 
cians were firft derived from India and thofe countries that lie near to the equator. 

We fliall add here fuch general hints concerning thefe fouthern regions, from the 
Dutch writers, as we have been able to pick up, though we depart from the chronolo¬ 
gical order hitherto followed, and which we intend to purfue in the courfe of this work, 
with regard to fuch writings as deferve the name of journals. 

We find in a Dutch book printed at Amfterdam 1753, in quarto, written by Nicolas 
Strayk, feveral geographical obfervations on Auftralafia, but laid down in a very irre¬ 
gular manner. We fhall here fee from the very words of this writer, that it is not 
without good reafon that the Dutch are accufed of willingly leaving the knowledge of 
this country very imperfect. 

This treatife fays nothing of the natural hiftory of this country, nor of the manners 
of the inhabitants, two effential points, which Dampier (as we lhall fee when we come 
to his two journals) has explained as fully as he poffibly could. But how feldom do 
we meet with fuch journals as Dampier's ! He was right in his conjefture, that this 
land was nothing but a great number of iflands, and thofe openings taken by former 
navigators for rivers, were really arms of the fea dividing thefe iflands. The figure 
he gives to the peninfula inhabited by the Papous, joining to New Guinea, and ex¬ 
tending in length from fouth-eaft to north-weft (fuch as it is generally reprefented in 
our charts) is pretty good, excepting that its north-weft extremity is only a chain of 
iflands, and not a peninfula. We come now to give a few extracts from the Dutch 
author. 

Though we are fometimes pofleffed of maps and accounts of new difcovered coun¬ 
tries, yet there may be many reafons for not publifliing them to the world. Firft, be- 
caufe we incline to referve fuch countries for our own ufe, v and prevent the approach 
of other nations to them. Secondly, thefe difcoveries may be yet too imperfect, and 
we wait to have them completed. Or, thirdly, this fometimes never happens, becaufe 
people do not chufe to lay out large fums in fitting out veffels for difcovering countries, 
the produffs of which, perhaps, may yield no profit to the adventurers. Be this as 
it may, it is certainly injurious to mankind in general, to conceal any thing from them 
that tends to illuftrate fo ufeiul a fcience as geography is. 

1 697*3 The 3d of May 1697, three Dutch veffels left the Texel, with orders to 
examine the weft coaft of New Holland ; and they run along it from the ifland called 
Rotteneft to the river William. An accouut of this voyage # was publilhed at Am¬ 
fterdam in the year 1701, but without a map. They had fight of thefe fouthern regions 

• have never been able to meet with a copy of this journal, other wife we ihould have inferted it in¬ 
tire in its j,lace. 
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December 29th, and they continued on thefe coafts to February 1698. According to 
their account, it is the molt miferable country on the globe ; fo that Dampier had reafon 
to fay, that the Hottentots of the Cape were lords when compared to the inhabitants of 
New Holland. 

1705.] ^he firft of March 1705, three Dutch ftiips failed from Timor, with orders 
to examine the north coaft of New Holland more exactly than had hitherto been done. 
They noted the fhoals, bay, and rocks upon this coaft. Iri their route they met with 
no lands, excepting fome rocks lying above water in 11 degrees 52 minutes fouth 
latitude. They faw the weft coaft of New Holland in 4 degrees to the eaft of the eaft 
point of Timor. Hence they continued their courfe to the northward, palling by a large 
Ihoal which lies above water in fome places, and extends,more than five German leagues. 
Hence they flood to the eaft along the coaft of New Holland, obferving every thing as 
carefully as pofiible. But this is all the account we can give of their difcovery. 

In this year 1705, the Dutch alfo lent out a yacht, called the Yellow Pinton, for 
the difcovery of the fouth-eaft coaft of New Guinea, the fituation of which they found 
very different from what it is reprefented in the common maps. They mention their 
having found feveral places inhabited, fuch as what they called Red Point; another 
at a place called Waba; another at Green Point, where they found good 
anchorage and frefh water. Here one of their failors was killed by the natives. 
From another place they brought away four men and three women. Two of the 
men efcaped, and they fet the women at liberty. Le Brun, a famous painter and 
traveller, being at Batavia, when this veffel returned, has given us the figure of one 
of thefe favages drawn from life, with his bow and arrows in his hand, in his fecond 
volume p. 338.* 

The ille of the Papous,near New Guinea, belongs to the King of Tidore. Valentine, 
in his account of the Eaft Indies, Part III. p. 47, fpeaks fo confufedly of this diftrift, 
that it appears his knowledge of it was but imperfect, and his chart of it is very faulty. 
He lays down the weft part of that country as totally unknown, and places on the north 
fhore many of the names that belong to the fouth. The ordinary maps lay down the 
land of the Papous as contiguous to New Guinea, in which they are generally 
followed for want of better information. But it is now known, that this diftri£t is 
compofed of many iilands, the northernmoft of which lie within our hemifphere. 
Thefe ifles extend over three degrees of latitude, from the continent of New Guinea 
to the illand Halamahera, commonly called Gilolo, and by the favages, “ The 
Mother of Countries,” to diftinguifh it from the fmall ifles which lie round it. 
Dampier’s chart is not good, where he reprefents the fouthern iflands of the Papous 
as making part of the continent of New Guinea. 

The ifles called Aroua belong to Banda, and ever fince the year 1623 they 
have been under the dominion of the Dutch Eaft India Company. Thefe ifles are 
well laid down in D’Anville’s map of Afia, publifhed in the year 1752; only he 
mentions but four, when in reality there are fix of them. Arou is a low flat country, 
interfered with feveral fait creeks, the banks of which are covered with mangroves. 

■* It is remarkable, that the figure of this favage From New Guinea, aa given by Le Brun, perfectly 
refembles that of the African Negroes, though thefe two countries lie at a vaft diitance from each other, 
and the interjacent regions are peopled with inhabitants of a quite different form. We fhall have occalion 
to affign afterwards the moil probable caufes of this wonderful Tefemblance betwixt two natious who ftill 
continue in the original Hate of favage nature, and can never be fuppofed to have had any intercourfe with 
each other. Probably it waB from inis refemblance of the inhabitants of this part of Aultralafia to the 
African negroes, that this country received the name of New Guinea. 
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Thefe iflands are well peopled; for forae time ago, they counted feventy different 
towns or habitations. Their principal produce is fago, and the Haves they make in 
New Guinea and elfewhere, which they bring to fell in Banda *. There is found, 
near the village of Ablinga, a bank on which they fifh for pearl, but they are final]. 
The bird of paradife is alfo found in thofe iflands. In the year 1703 there were about 
240 Chriftians in Aroua. 

Thus far our Dutch geographer, whofe informations, though of no great value, 
we have inferred, that we might not be accufed of omitting any thing that may tend 
to the improvement of navigation, and the geography of thefe countries. The reft 
of his piece contains nothing but a dry catalogue of the names impofed by the Dutch 
navigators on the different capes, mountains, and iflands; but this becomes of finall 
ufe, as the Dutch writer, by a ftrange neglect, has omitted the latitude and longitude 
of the places he names; fo that this catalogue can be of very fmall if any ufe to the 
navigator. We return now to our original plan, of giving the feveral voyages made 
towards the fouthern regions, in the order of time in which they were performed j 
and as our feainen began now to be more exact in their obfervations, our readers will 
perufe with more pleafure, and greater profit, the hiftory of their voyages. To thefe 
we ftiall join fuch remarks, as the importance of the fubjefts, or credit of the relaters 
may call for ; and thus we hope to render this collection more worthy of the regard 
of the public, as well as more ufeful (which is our great aim) to the judicious 
feamen. 

have another initance of the conformity of manners betwixt the Negroes of Africa cm<3 
thofe of New Guinea, as well as in their equally wanting two of their fore teeth. It would feera, how¬ 
ever, that this race of men is very ancient in the fouthern bemifphere. 
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, TT has appeared very ftrange to fome very able judges of voyages, that the 
102 .j J jj utc ] l Jhould make fo great account of the fouthern countries as to caufe 
the map of them to be laid down in the pavement of the Stadt-houfe at Amfterdam, 
and yet publilh no defcriptions of them. 'This myftery was a good deal heightened by 
one of the Ihips that fir ft touched on Carpenter’s land, bringing home a confiderable 
quantity of gold, fpices, and other rich goods; in order to clear up which it was faid, 
that thefe were not the product of the country, but were filhed out of the wreck of 
a large fhip that had been loft upon the coaft. But this ftory did not fatisfy the inqui- 
fitive, becaufe not attended with circumftances neceflary to eftablilh its credit; and 
therefore they luggefted, that inftead of taking away the obfcurity by relating the 
truth, this tale was invented in order to hide it more effectually. This fufpicion gained 
ground the more, when it was known that the Dutch Eaft-India Company from Ba¬ 
tavia had made fome attempts to conquer a part of the fouthern continent, and had 
been repulfed with lofs, of which, however, we have no diftinct or perfeCl relation, 
and all that hath hitherto been collected in reference to this fubjett, may be reduced to 
two voyages. All that we know concerning the following piece, is, that it was collected 
from the Dutch journal of the voyage. And, having faid thus much by way of introduc¬ 
tion, we now proceed to the translation of this fhort hiftory. 

The directors of the Eaft India Company, animated by the return of five Ihips, 
under General Carpenter, richly laden, caufed, the very fame year, 1628, eleven veffels 
to be equipped for the fame voyage; amongft which, there was one fhip called 
the Batavia, commanded by Captain Francis Pelfart. They failed out of the Texel 
on the 28th of October 1628; and as it would be tedious and troublefome to the 
reader to fet down a long account of things perfectly well known, I (hall fay nothing 
of the occurrences that happened in their paffage to the Cape of Good Hope; but 
content myfelf with obferving, that on the 4th of June, in the following year 1629, 
this veffel, the Batavia, being feparated from the fleet in a ftorm, was driven on the 
Abrollos or fhoals, which lie in the latitude of 28 degrees fouth, and which have 
been fince called by the Dutch, the Abrollos of Frederic Houtman. Captain Pelfart, 
who was fick in bed when this accident happened, perceiving that his fhip had ftruck, 
ran immediately upon deck. It was night indeed; but the weather was fair, and 
the moon (hone very bright; the fails were up; the courfe they fleered was north- 
eaft by north, and the fea appeared as far as they could behold it covered with a 
white froth. The captain called up the matter, and charged him with the lofs of the 
fhip, who excufed himfelf by faying he had taken all the care he could; and that 
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having difeerned this froth at a diftance, he afked the fleerfman what he thought of 
it, who told him that the fea appeared white by its refle&ing the rays of the moon. 
The captain then afked him, what was to be done, and in what part of the world he 
thought they were ? The matter replied, that God only knew that; and that the 
ihip was faft on a bank hitherto undifcovered. Upon this they began to throw the 
lead, and found that they had forty-eight feet water before, and much lefs behind 
the veffek The crew immediately agreed to throw their cannon overboard, in hopes, 
that when the Ihip was lightened, fhe might be brought to float again. They let fall 
an anchor however; and while they were thus employed, a moft dreadful florin 
arofe of wind and rain; which foon convinced them of the danger they were in; for 
being furrounded with rocks and fhoals, the fhip was continually ftriking. 

They then refolved to cut away the main-matt, which they did, and this augmented 
the fliock, neither could they get clear of it, though they cut it clofe by the board, 
becaufe it was much entangled with the rigging ; they could fee no land, except an 
ifland, which was about the diftance of three leagues, and two fmaller iflands, or rather 
rocks, which lay nearer. They immediately lent the matter to examine them, who re¬ 
turned about nine in the morning, and reported that the fea at high water did not 
cover them, but that the coaft was fo rocky and full of fhoals that it would be very 
difficult to land upon them ; they refolved, however, to run the rifk, and to fend moft 
of their company on fhore to pacify the women, children, fick people, and fuch as 
were out of their w|ts with fear, whofe cries and noife ferved only to difturb them. 
About ten o'clock they embarked thefe in their fhallop and fluff, and, perceiving their 
veflel began to break, they doubled their diligence: they likewife endeavoured to get 
their bread up, but they did not take the fame care of the water, not reflecting in their 
fright that they might be much diftrefled for want of it on fhore, and what hindered 
them moft of all, was the brutal behaviour of fome of the crew that made themfelves 
drunk with wine, of which no care was taken. In fhort, fuch was their confufion, 
that they made but three trips that day, carrying over to the ifland 180 perfons, 20 
barrels of bread, and fome fmall cafks of water. The matter returned on board to¬ 
wards evening, and told the captain that it was to no purpofe to fend more provifions 
on fhore, fince the people only wafted thofe they had already. Upon this the captain 
went in the fhallop to put things in better order, and was then informed that there was 
no water to be found upon the ifland ; he endeavoured to return to the fhip in order 
to bring off a fupply, together with the moft valuable part of their cargo, but a ftorm 
fuddenly arifing, he was forced to return. 

The next day was fpent in removing their water and moft valuable goods on fhore; 
and afterwards the captain in the fkiff, and the matter in the fhallop, endeavoured to 
return to the veflel, but found the fea run fo high, that it was impoffible to get on 
board. In this extremity the carpenter threw himfelf out of the fhip, and fwatn to 
them, in order to inform them to what hardlhips thofe left in the veflel were reduced, 
and they fent him back with orders for them to make rafts, by tying the planks toge¬ 
ther, and endeavour on thefe to reach the fhallop and fkiff; but before this could be 
done, the weather became fo rough, that the captain was obliged to return, leaving, with 
the utmoft grief, his lieutenant and feventy men on the very point of perilhing on board 
the veflel. Thofe who were got on the little ifland were not in a much better condi¬ 
tion, for, upon taking an account of their water, they found they had not above 40 
gallons for 40 people, and on the larger ifland, where there were 120, their flock was 
ftill lefs. Thofe on the little ifland began to murmur, and to complain of their officers, 
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becaufe they did not go in fearch of water in the iflands that were within fight of them, 
and they reprefented the neccflity of this to Captain Pelfart, who agreed to their requeft, 
but infifted before he went to communicate his defign to the reft of thepeople; they 
confented to this, but not till the captain had declared that, without the con lent of the 
company on the large ifland, he would rather, than leave them, go and perilh on board 
the (hip. When they were got pretty near the fhore, he who commanded the boat 
told the captain, that if he had any thing to fay he mult cry oat to the people, for 
that they would not fuffer him to go out of the boat. The captain immediately attempted 
to throw himfelf overboard, in order to fwim to the ifland. Thofe who were in the 
boat prevented him ; and all that he could obtain from them was, to rhrow on fliore his 
table-book, in which he wrote a line or two to inform them that he was gone in the 
fkiff to look for water in the adjacent iflands. 

He accordingly coafted them all with the greateft care, and found in inoft of them 
confiderable quantities of water in the holes of the rocks, but fo mixed with the fea 
water, that it was unfit for ufe; and therefore they were obliged to go farther. The 
firft thing they did was, to make a deck to their boat, becaufe they found it was im¬ 
practicable to navigate thofe feas in an open veffel. Some of the crew joined them by 
that time the work was finifhed ; and the captain having obtained a paper, figned by 
all his men, importing that it was their defire that he fhould go in fearch of water, 
he immediately put to fea, having firft taken an obfervation, by which he found they 
were in the latitude of 28 degrees 13 minutes fouth. They had not been long at fea, 
before they had fight of the continent, which appeared to them to lie about fixteen 
miles north by weft from the place they had buffered fliipwreck. They found about 
twenty five or thirty fathoms water; and as night drew on, they kept out to fea; 
and after midnight flood in for the land, that they might be near the coaft in 
the morning. On the 9th of June, they found themfelves as they reckoned, about 
three miles from the fhore ; on which they plied all that day, failing fometimes north 
fometimes weft, the country appearing low, naked, and the coaft exceflively rocky; 
fo that they thought it refembled the country near Dover. At laft they faw a little 
creek, into which they were willing to put, becaufe it appeared to have a fandy 
bottom ; but when they attempted to enter it, the fea ran fo high that they were forced 
to defift. 

On the 10th, they remained on the fame coaft, plying to and again, as they had 
done the day before; but the weather growing worfe and worfe, they were obliged 
to abandon their fliallop, and even throw part of their bread overboard, becaufe it 
hindered them from clearing themfelves of the water, which their veffel began to make 
very fall. That night it rained moft terribly, which, though it gave them much 
trouble, afforded them hopes that it would prove a great relief to the people they had 
left behind them on the iflands. The wind began to fink on the 11th; and as it 
blew from the weft-fouth-weft, they continued their courfe to the north, the fea running 
ftill fo high, that it was impoflible to approach the fliore. On the 12th, they had an 
obfervation, by which they found themfelves in the latitude of 27 degrees; they failed 
with a fouth-eaft wind all that day along the coaft, which they found fo fteep, that 
there was no getting on fhore, inaftnuch as there was no creek or low land without 
the rocks, as is commonly obferved on fea-coafts; which gave them the more pain, 
becaufe within land, the country appeared very fruitful and pleafant. They found 
themfelves on the 13th in the latitude of 25 degrees 40 minutes; by which they 
difeovered that the current fet to the north. They were at this time over-againft 
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an opening; the coaft lying to the north-eaft, they continued a north courfe, but found 
the coaft one continued rock of a red colour, all of an height, againft which the waves 
broke with fuch force, that it was impofiible for them to land. 

The wind blew very frelh in the morning on the 14th; but towards noon it fell 
calm ; they were then in the height of 24 degrees, with a fmall gale at eaft, but the 
tide ftili carried them further north than they defired, becaufe their defign was to 
make a defcent as foon as poffible; and with this view they failed flowly along the 
coaft, till perceiving a great deal of fmoke at a diftance, they rowed towards it as fall 
as they were able, in hopes of finding men, and water of courfe. When they came 
near the Ihore, they found it fo fteep, fo full of rocks, and the fea beating over them 
with fuch fury, that it tvas impofiible to land; fix of the men, however, truftiug to 
their flrill in fwimming, threw themfelves into the fea and refolved to get on Ihore at any 
rate j which with great difficulty and danger they at laft effected, the boat remaining at 
anchor in 25 fathoms water. The men on Ihore fpent the whole day in looking for 
water ; and while they were thus employed, they faw four men, who came up very near; 
but one of the Dutch failors advancing towards them, they immediately ran away as 
fall as they were able, fo that they were diltinctly feen by thofe in the boat. Thefe 
people were black favages, quite naked, not having fo much as any covering about 
their middle. The failors finding no hopes of water on all the coaft, fwam on board 
again, much hurt and wounded, by their being beat by the waves upon the rocks; 
and as foon as they were on board, they weighed anchor, and continued their courfe 
along the Ihore, in hopes of finding fome better landing-place. 

On the 25th, in the morning, they difcovered a cape, from the point of which there 
ran a ridge of rocks a mile into the fea, and behind it another ridge of rocks ; they 
ventured between them as the fea was pretty calm; but finding there was no paffage, 
they foon returned. About noon, they faw another opening; and the fea being 
ftili very fmooth, they entered it, though the paffage was very dangerous, inafmuch 
as they had but two feet water, and the bottom full of ftones; the coaft appearing a flat 
fand for about a mile. As foon as they got on Ihore, they fell to digging in the fand, 
but the water that came into their wells was fo brackilh, that they could not drink it, 
though they were on the very point of choaking for thirft. At laft, in the hollows 
of the rocks, they met with confiderable quantities of rain water, which was a great 
relief to them, fince they had been for fome days at no better allowance than a pint 
a-piece; they foon furniftied themfelves in the night with about eighty gallons, per¬ 
ceiving, in the place where they landed, that the favages had been there lately, by a 
large heap of allies, and the remains of fome cray-fifli. 

On the 16th, in the morning, they returned on Ihore, in hopes of getting more 
water, but were difappointed ; and having now time to obferve the country, it gave 
them no great hopes of better fuccefs, even if they had travelled farther within land, 
which appeared a thirfty barren plain, covered with ant-hills, fo high that they looked 
afar oft' like the huts of negroes, and at the fame time they were plagued with flies, 
and thofe in fuch multitudes, that they were fcarce able to defend themfelves. They 
faw at a diftance eight favages, with each a ftaff in his hand, who advanced towards 
them within mulket ffiot; but as foon as they perceived the Dutch failors moving to- 
. wards them, they fled as fall as they were able. It was by this time about noon, and, 
perceiving no appearance either of getting water, or entering into any correfpondence 
with the natives, they refolved to go on board, and continue their courfe towards the 
north, in hopes, as they were already in the latitude of 22 degrees 17 minutes, they 
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might be able to find the river of Jacob Remmefcens; but the wind veering about to 
the north-eaft, they were not able to continue longer upon that coaft, and therefore 
refle&ing that they were now above one hundred miles from the place where they were 
Ibipwrecked, and had fcarce as much water as would ferve them in their paffage back, 
they came to a fettled refolution of making the belt of their way to Batavia, in order 
to acquaint the governor-general with their misfortunes, and to obtain fuch affiftance 
as was neceflary to get their people off the coaft. 

On the 17th they continued their courfe to the north-eaft, with a good wind and 
fair weather; the 18th and 19th it blew hard, and they had much rain j on the 20th 
they found themfelves in 19 degrees 22 minutes; on the 22d they had another obferv- 
ation, and found themfelves in the height of 16 degrees 10 minutes, which furprifed 
them very much, and was a plain proof that the current carried them northwards at a 
great rate ; on the 27th it rained very hard, fo that they were not able to take an ob- 
lervation, but, towards noon, they faw, to their great fatisfa&ion, the coafts of Java, 
in the latitude of eight degrees, at the diftance of about four or five miles. They al¬ 
tered their courfe to weft-north-weft, and, towards evening, entered the gulf of an 
ifland very full of trees, where they anchored in eight fathoms water, and there paffed 
the night; on'the aSth, in the morning, they weighed, and rowed with all their force, 
in order to make the land, that they might fearch for water, being now again at the 
point of perifhing for thirft. Very happily for them, they were no fooner on fhore 
than they difcovered a fine rivulet at a fmail diftance, where, having comfortably 
quenched their thirft, and filled all their calks with water, they about noon continued 
their courfe for Batavia. 

On the 29th, about midnight, in the fecond watch, they difcovered an ifland, which 
they left on their ftarboard ; about noon they found themfelves in the height of 6 de¬ 
grees 48 minutes; about three in the afternoon they paffed between two iflands, the 
wefternmoft of which appeared full of cocoa-trees. In the evening they were about 
a mile from the fouth point of Java, and in the fecond watch, exactly between Java 
and the Ifle of Princes. The 30th, in the morning, they found themfelves on the 
coaft of the laft-mentioned ifland, not being able to make above two miles that day. 
On July ift, the weather was calm, and about noon they were three leagues from 
Dwaerlindenwegh, that is. Thwart-the-way Ifland ; but towards the evening they had 
a pretty brilk wind at north-weft, which enabled them to gain that coaft. On the 2d, 
in the morning, they were right againft the ifland of Topers-hoetien, and were obliged 
to lay at anchor till eleven o’clock, waiting for the fea-breeze, which, however, blew 
fo faintly, that they were not able to make above two miles that day ; about fun-fet 
they perceived a veffel between them and Thwart-the-way Ifland, upon which they re- 
folved to anchor as near the fliore as they could that night, and there wait the arrival 
of the ftiip. In the morning they went on board her, in hopes of procuring arms for 
their defence, in cafe the inhabitants of Java were at war with the Dutch. They found 
two other fhips in company, on board one of which was Mr. Ramburg, counfellor of 
the Indies. Captain Pelfart went immediately on board his fhip, where he acquainted 
him with the nature of his misfortune, and went with him afterwards to Batavia. 

We will now leave the Captain foliciting fuccours from the Governor-general, in or¬ 
der to return to the crew who were left upon the iflands j among whom there hap¬ 
pened fuch tranfadions, as, in their condition, the reader would little expert, and per¬ 
haps will hardly credit. In order to their being thoroughly underltood, it is neceflary 
to obferve, that they had for fupercargo one Jerom Cornells, who had been formerly 
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an apothecary at Harlem. This man, when they were on the coaft of Africa, had 
plotted with the pilot and fome others to run away with the veffel, and either to carry 
her into Dunkirk, or to turn pirates in her on their own account. This fuper cargo 
had remained ten days on board the wreck, not being able in all that time to get on 
fhore. Two whole days he fpent on the mainmaft, floating to and fro, till at laft, by 
the help of one of the yards, he got to land. When he was once on fhore, the com¬ 
mand, in the abfence of Captain Pelfart, devolved of courfe upon him, which imme¬ 
diately revived in his mind his old defign, inf'omuch that he refolved to lay hold of this 
opportunity to make himfelf mafter of all that could be faved out of the wreck, con¬ 
ceiving that it would be eafy to furprize the captain on his return, and determining to 
go on the account, that is to fay, to turn pirate in the captain’s veffel. In order to 
carry this defign into execution,' he thought neceffary to rid themfelves of fiich of the 
crew as were not like to come into their fcheme ; but before he proceeded to dip his 
hands in blood, he obliged all the confpirators to fign an inftrument by which they en¬ 
gaged to ftand by each other. 

The whole fhip’s company were on fliore in three iflands, the greatefl part of them 
in that where Cornells was, which ifland they thought fit to call the burying-place of 
Batavia. Qne Mr. Weybhays was font with another body into an adjacent ifland to 
look for water, which, after twenty days fcarch, he found, and made the appointed 
fignal, by lighting three fires, which, however, were not feen, nor taken notice of by 
thofe under the command of Cornells, becaule they were bufy in butchering their com¬ 
panions, of whom they had murdered between thirty and forty j but fome few, how¬ 
ever, got off upon a raft of planks tied together, and went to the ifland, where Mr. 
Weybhays was, in order to acquaint him with the dreadful accident that had happened. 
Mr. Weybhays having with him forty-five men, they all refolved to ftand upon their 
guard, and to defend themfelves to the laft man, in cafe thefe villains fliould attack 
them. This indeed was their defign, for they were apprehenfive both of this body, 
and of thofe who were on the third ifland, giving notice to the captain on his return, 
and thereby preventing their intention of running away with his veffel. But as this 
third company was by much the weakeft, they began with them firft, and cut them all 
off, except five women and feven children, not in the leaft doubting that they lhould 
be able to do as much by Weybhays and his company ; in the mean time, having broke 
open the merchant’s chefts, which had been faved out of the wreck, they converted 
them to their own ufe, without ceremony. 

The traitor, Jerom Cornelis, was fo much elevated with the fuccefs that had 
hitherto attended his villainy, that he immediately began to fancy all difficulties were 
over, and gave a loofe to his vicious inclinations in every refpefl:: he ordered clothes 
to be made of rich fluffs that had been faved, for himfelf and his troop, and having 
chofen out of them a company of guards, he ordered them to have fcarlet coats, with 
a double lace of gold or filver. There were two minifter's daughters among the 
women, one of whom he took for his own miftrefs, gave the fecond to a favourite of 
his, and ordered that the other three women flioukl be common to the whole troop : 
he afterwards drew up a fet of regulations, which were to be the laws of his new prin¬ 
cipality, taking to himfelf the ftyle and title of Captain-general, and obliging Ins party 
to fign an att or inftrument, by which they acknowledged him as fuch. Thefe points 
once fettled, he refolved to carry on the war. He firft of all embarked on board two 
fhallops twenty-two men, well armed, with orders to deftroy Mr. Weybhays and his 
company ; and on their mifearrying, he undertook a like expedition with thirty-feven 
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men* in which, however, he had no better fuccefs; for Mr. Weybhays, with his peo¬ 
ple, though armed only with ftaves, with nails drove into their heads, advanced even 
into the water to meet them, and, after a brifk engagement, compelled thefe murderers 
to retire. 

Cornells then thought fit to enter into a negotiation, which was managed by the 
chaplain, who remained with Mr. Weybhays $ and after feveral comings and 
goings from one party to the other, a treaty was concluded upon the following terms ; 
viz. That Mr. Weybhays and his company Ihould for the future remain undif- 
turbed, provided they delivered up a little boat, in which one of the failors 
had made his efcape from the ifland in which Cornells was with his gang, in 
order to take flicker on that where Weybhays was with his company. It was alfo 
agreed, that the latter fhould have a part of the fluffs and filks given them for clothes, 
of which they ftood in great want. But, while this affair was in agitation, Cornells 
took the opportunity of the correfpondence between them being reftored, to write 
letters to fome French foldiers that were in Weybhays’s company, promifing them fix 
thoufand livres a-piece, if they would comply with his demands; not doubting but by 
this artifice he fhould be able to accomplifh his end. 

His letters however had no effed; on the contrary, the foldiers to whom they 
were directed, carried them immediately to Mr. Weybhays. Cornells not knowing 
that this piece of treachery was difeovered, went over the next morning, with three 
or four of his people, to carry to Mr. Weybhays the clothes that had been promifed 
him. As foon as they landed, Weybhays attacked them, killed two or three, and made 
Cornells himfelf prifoner. One Wonterlofs, who was the only man that made his 
efcape, went immediately back to the confpirators, put himfelf at their head, and came 
the next day to attack Weybhays, but met with the fame fate as before j that is to fay, 
he and the villains that were with him were foundly beat. 

Things were in this fit nation when Captain Pelfart arrived in the Sardam frigate. He 
failed up to the wreck, and faw with great joy a cloud of fmoke afeending from one 
of the iilands* by which he knew that all his people were not dead. He came imme¬ 
diately to an anchor and having ordered fome wine and provifions to be put into the 
ikiff, refolvcd to go in perfon with thefe refrefhmems to one of thefe ifland s. He had 
hardly quitted the fhip before lie was boarded by a boat from the ifland to which ho 
was going ; there were four men in the boat, of whom Weybhays was one, who im¬ 
mediately ran to the Captain, told him what had happened, and begged him to return 
to his fhip immediately, for that the confpirators intended to fur prize her; that they 
had already murdered 125 perfons, and that they bad attacked him and his company 
that very morning, with two fhallops. 

While they were talking the two fhallops appeared ; upon which the captain rowed 
to his fhip as faft as he could, and was hardly got on board before they arrived at the 
jhip J s fide. The captain was fur prized to fee men in red coats, laced with gold and 
filver, with arms in their hands* He demanded what they meant by coming on board 
armed. They told him he Ihould know when they were on board the flip. The cap¬ 
tain replied that they fhould come on board, but that they muff firrt throw their arms 
into the fea, which if they did not do immediately, he would fink them us they lay. 
As they faw that difputes were to no purpofe, and that they were entirely in the cap* 
tain’s power, they were obliged to obey. They accordingly threw their arms overboard, 
and were then taken into the veffel, where they were in damly put in irons. One of 
them whofe name was John Bremen, and who was lirft examined, owned that he had 
'8 murdered 
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murdered with his own hands, or had afililed in murdering, no lefs than twenty-feven 
perfons. The fame evening Weybhays brought his prifoner Cornells on board, where 
he was put in irons, and ftriftly guarded. 

On the iSth of September, Captain Pelfart, with the mafter, went to take the reft 
of the confpirators in Cornells illand. They went in two boats* The villains, as foon 
as they faw them land, loft all their courage and fled from them* They furrendered 
without a blow, and were put in irons with the reft. The captain s fir ft care was to 
recover the jewels which Cornells had difperfed among his accomplices: they were, 
however, all of them foon found, except a gold chain and a diamond ring; the latter 
was alfo found at laft, but the former could not be recovered. They went next to ex¬ 
amine the wreck, which they found flaved into an hundred pieces ; the keel lay on a 
bank of fand on one fide, the fore part of the veffel ftuck fail on a rock, and the reft 
of her lay here and there as the pieces had been driven by the waves, fo that Captain 
Pelfart had very little hopes of faving any of the merchandize. One of the people 
belonging to Weybhays’s company told him, that one Fair day, which was the only one 
they had in a month, as he was fifbing near the wreck, he had ftruck the pole in his 
hand againft one of the chefts of filver, which revived the captain a little, as it gave 
him reafon to expeft that fomething might ftill be faved. They fpent all the 19th in 
examining the reft of the prifoners, and in confronting them with thofe who efcaped 
from the maffaere. 

On the 20th they fent feveral kinds of refrefhments to Weybhays’s company, and car¬ 
ried a good quantity of water from the ifle. There was fomething very fingular in 
finding this water ; the people who were on fhore there had fubfifted near three weeks 
on rain-water, and what lodged in the clefts of the rocks, without thinking that the 
water of two wells which were on the ifland could be of any ufe, becaufe they faw 
them conftantly rife and fall with the tide, from whence they fancied they had a com¬ 
munication with the fea, and confequently that the water 111 uft be brackilh ; but upon 
trial they found it to be very good \ and fo did the flfip’s company, who filled their 
calks wuh it. 

On the 21 ft the tide was fo low, and an eaftTouth-caft wind blew fo hard, that 
during the whole day the boat could not get out. On the 23d they attempted to fiih 
upon the wreck, but the weather wasfo bad, that even thofe who could fwiin very well 
durft not approach it. On the 25th the mafter and the pilot, the weather being fair, 
went off again to the wreck, and thofe who were left on fhore, obferving that they 
wanted hands to get any thing out of her, fent off fome to affift them. The captain 
went alfo himfelf to encourage the men, who foon weighed one cheft of filver, and 
fome time after another. As foon as thefe werefafe afliore they returned to their work, 
but the weather grew fo bad that they were quickly obliged to defift, though fome of 
their divers from Guzarat allured them they had found fix more, which might eafily 
be weighed. On the 26th, in the afternoon, the weather being fair, and the tide low, 
the mafter returned to the place where the chefts lay, and weighed three of them, 
leaving an anchor with a gun tied to it, and a buoy to mark the place where the fourth 
lay, which, notwithftanding their utmoft efforts, they were not able to recover. 

On the 27th the foutti wind blew very cold. On the 28th the fame wind blew 
ftronger than the day before; and as there was no poflibility of fififing in the wreck for 
the prefent, Captain Pelfart held a council to confider what they fhould do with the 
prifoners ; that is to fay* whether it would be beft to try them there upon the fpot, or 
£0 carry them to Batavia, in order to their being tried by the Company’s officers. After 
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mature deliberation, reflecting on the number of prisoners, and the temptation that 
might arife from the vaft quantity of filver on board the frigate, they at laft came to 
a refolution to try and execute them there, which was accordingly done; and they em¬ 
barked immediately afterwards for Batavia. 

REMARKS. 

This voyage was tranflated from the original Dutch by Thevenot, and printed by 
him in the firll volume of his collections, l'elfart’s route is traced in the map of the 
globe publifhed by Delifle in the year 1700. 

As this voyage is of itfelfvery Ihort, I dial I not detain the reader with many remarks; 
but fhall confine myfelf to a very few obfervations, in order to fhow the confequences 
of the difeovery made by Captain Pelfart. The country upon which he fullered 
fhipwreck was New Holland, the coaft of which had not till then been at all examined ; 
and it was doubtful how far it extended. There had indeed been fome reports fpread 
with relation to the inhabitants of this country, which Captain Pelfart’s relation (hows 
to have been falfe; for it had been reported, that when the Dutch Ealt India Com¬ 
pany fent fome Ihips to make difeoveries, their landing was oppoled by a race of gigantic 
people, with whom the Dutch could by no means contend. But our author fays 
nothing of the extraordinary fize of the favages that were feen by Captain Pellart’s 
people; from whence it is reafonable to conclude, that this ftory was circulated with 
no other view than to prevent other nations from venturing into thefe feas. It is 
alfo remarkable, that this is the very coaft furveyed by Captain Dampier, whole 
account agrees exactly with that contained in this voyage. Now, though it be true, 
that from all thefe accounts there is nothing faid which is much to the advantage either 
of the country or its inhabitants, yet we are to confider that it is impoffible to repre- 
fent either in a worfe light than that in which the Cape of Good Hope was placed, 
before the Dutch took poffeflion of it; and plainly demonflrated that induftry could 
make a paradife of what was'a perfect purgatory while in the hands of the Hottentots. 
If, therefore, the climate of this country be good, and the foil fruitful, both of which 
were affirmed in this relation, there could not be a more proper place for a colony 
than fome part of New Holland, or of the adjacent country of Carpentaria. I fhall 
give my reafons for averting this when I come to make my remarks on a fucceeding 
voyage. At prefent I fhall confine myfelf to the reafons that have induced the 
Dutch Eaft India Company to leave all thefe countries unfettled, after having firfl 
fhewn fo ftrong an inclination to difeover them, which will oblige me to lay before the 
reader fome fecrets in commerce that have hitherto efcaped common obfervation, and 
which, whenever they are as thoroughly confidered as they deferve, will undoubtedly 
lead us to as great difeoveries as thofe of Columbus or Magellan. 

In order to make myfelf perfectly underflood, I mud obierve, that it was the finding 
out of the Moluccas, or Spiceriflands, by the Portuguefe, that railed that fpirit of 
difeovery, which produced Columbus’s voyage, which ended in finding America; 
though in faft, Columbus intended rather to reach this .country of New Holland. 
The afiertion is bald, and at firfl fight may appear improbable; but a little attention 
will make it fo plain, that the reader mull be convinced of the truth of what I fay. 
The propofition made by Columbus to the State of Genoa, the Kings of Portugal, 
Spain, England and Trance, was this, that he could difeover a new route to the Eaft 
Indies y that is to fay, without going round the Cape of Good Hope. He grounded 
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this proportion on the fpherieai figure of the earth, from whence he thought it 
felf evident, that any given point might be failed to through the great ocean, either, by 
fleering eaft or weft. In his attempt to go to the Eafl Indies by a weftxourfc, he met 
with the iflands and continent of America; and finding gold and other commodities, 
which till then had never been brought from the Indies, he really thought that this 
was the weft coaft of that country to which the Eortuguefe failed by the Cape of Good 
Hope; and hence came the name of the Weft Indies* Magellan, who followed his 
fteps, and was the only difcoverer who reafoned fyftematicaliy, and knew what he was 
doing, proposed to the Emperor Charles V. to complete what Columbus had begun, 
and to find a pafTage to the Moluccas by the weft ; which, to his immortal honour, he 
accompliihed. 

When the Dutch made their firft voyages to the Eaft Indies, which was not many 
years before Captain Pel fart's fhipwreck on. the coaft of New Holland ; for their firft fleet 
arrived in the Eaft Indies in 1596, and Pelfart loft his fhip in 1629 ; I fay, when the 
Dutch firft undertook the Eaft India trade, they had the Spice-iflands in view ; and as 
they are a nation juftly famous for the fteady purfuit of whatever they take in hand, 
It is notorious, that they never loft fight of their defign, till they had accompliflied it, 
and made themfelves entirely mafters of thefe iflands, of which they ftill continue in 
pofieflion. When this was done, and they had efteftually driven out the Englifb, 
who were like wife fettled In them, they fixed the feat of their government in the 
ifland of Amboyna, which lay very convenient for the difcovery of the fouthem 
countries; which, therefore, they profecuted with great diligence, from the year 
1619 to the time of Captain Pelfards fhipwreck; that is, for the fpace of twenty 
years. 

But after they removed the feat of their government from Amboyna to Batavia, 
they turned their views another way, and never made any voyage exprefsly for dif- 
coveries on that fide, except the Angle one of Captain Tafrnan ; of which we are to 
fpeak in article X. It was from this period of time, that they began to take new 
meafures, and having made their excellent fettlement at the Cape of Good Hope, 
refolved to govern their trade to the Eaft Indies by thefe two capital maxims: 1. To 
extend their trade ail over the Indies; and to fix themfelves fo effectually In the 
richeft countries, as to keep all, or at leaft the beft and mo ft profitable part of their 
commerce to themfelves. 2. To make the Moluccas, and the iflands dependent on 
them, their frontier ; and to omit nothing that fhould appear neceffary to prevent 
ftrangers, or even Dutch (hips not belonging to the Company, from ever navigating 
thofe feas, and confequently from ever being acquainted with the countries that lie in 
them. How well they have profecuted the firft maxim, has been very largely fhewn 
in a foregoing article, wherein we have an ample defcriptlon of the mighty empire in 
the hands of their Eaft India Company. As for the fecond maxim, the reader, in the 
pern fa! of Funnel's, Dampier's, and other voyages, but efpecially the firft, muft be 
fatisfied, that it is what they have conftamly at heart, and which, at all events, 
they are determined to purfue, at leaft with regard to ftrangers; and as to their own 
countrymen, the ufage they gave to James le Maire, and his people, is a proof that 
cannot be contefted. 

Thofe things being confidered, it is very plain that the Dutch, or rather the Dutch 
Eaft India Company, are fully perfuaded that they have already as much or more ter¬ 
ritory in the Eaft Indies than they can well manage, and therefore they neither do nor 
ever will think of fettling New Guinea, Carpentaria, New Holland, or any of the 
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adjacent iilands, till either their rrade declines in the Eatt Indies, or they are obliged 
to exert themfelves on this fide to prevent other nations from reaping the benefits that 
might accrue to them by their planting thofe countries. But this is not all; for as the 
Dutch have no thoughts of fettling thefe countries themfelves, they have taken all 
imaginable pains to prevent any relations from being publifhcd which might invite or 
encourage any other nation to make attempts this way ; and 1 am thoroughly perfuaded 
that this very account of Captain Pelfart’s fliipwreck would never have come into the 
world, if it had not been thought it would contribute to this end, or, in other words, 
would ferveto frighten other nations from approaching fuch an inhofpitabie coalt, every 
where befet with rocks abfolutely void of water, and inhabited by a race of favages 
more barbarous, and, at the fame time, more miferable than any other creatures in the 
world. 

The author of this voyage remarks, for the ufe of feamen, that in the little illand 
occupied by Weybhays, after digging two pits, they were for a confiderable time afraid 
to ufe the water, having found that thefe pits ebbed and flowed with the fea: but nc- 
ceflity at laft conftiaining them to drink it, they found it did them no hurt. The 
reafon of the ebbing and flowing of thefe pits was their nearnefs to the fea, the water 
of which percolated through the fand, loft its faltnefs, and fo became potable, though 
it followed the motions of the ocean whence it came. 
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THE VOYAGE OF CAPTAIN ABEL JANSEN TASMAN 

FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN COUNTRIES, 
fiy DlreBhn of the Dutch Eqfl India Company * 

[Taken from his original Journal.] * 


The Occafion and Defan of this Voyage. — 2. Captain Tafman fails from Batavia, 
Augufl 14, 1642. — 3. Remarks on the Variation of the Needle. — 4. He difcovers a 
new Country, to which be gives the Name of Van Diemen's Land. — $■ Sails from 
thence for New Zealand. — 6. Vifits the Ifland of the Three Kings; and goes m Search 
of other Iflands difcovered by Schovten. — 7. Remarkable Occurrences in the I oyage. — 
8 . Obfervations on, and Explanation of, the Variation of the Compajs. —- 9. Difcovers 
a new IJland, which he calls Pyljiaart If land—to. And two Iflands to which he 
vivas the Name of Amjlerdam and Rotterdam .— n. And an Archipelago of twenty 
%iall Iflands, — 12. Occurrences in the Voyage. —13. He arrives at the Archipelago 
of Anthong Java. — 14- His Arrival on the Coafl of New Guinea.— 15. Continues 
his Voyage along that Coafl. — 16. Arrives in the Neighbourhood of Burning If hind, 
and furteys the whole Coafl of New Guinea— 17. Comes to the Iflands of Jama and 
jyfoa. —18. Profecutes his Voyage to Ceram. —19. Arrives Jafely at Batavia, 
June : 5, 1643.— 20. Confequences of Captain Tafman's Difcoveries. 21. Remarks 

upon the Voyage. 

HPI- 1 E (Treat difcoveries that were made by the Dutch in thefe fouthem countries, 
A were fubfequent to the famous voyage of Jaques le Maire, who in 1616, paffed 
the freights called by his name, in i 6 i 3 , that part of Terra Auftrahs was difcovered 
which the Dutch call Concordia. The next year, the Land ot Edels was found, and 
received its name from its difcoverer. In 1620, Batavia was built on the rums of the 
the old city of Jacatra ; but the feat of government was not immediately, remove 
from Amboyna, In 1612, that part of New Holland which is called Lewm s Land, 
was firft found ; and in 1627, Peter Nuyts difcovered, between New Holland and New 
Guinea, a country, which bears his name. There were alfoTome other voyages mat e, 
of which, however, we have no fort of account, except that the Dutch were con mua y 
beaten in all their attempts to land upon this coaft. On their fettlement, however, at 
Batavia, the then general and council of the Indies thought it requifite to have a more 
nerfeft furvey made of the new-found countries, that the memory of them at lead 
Swht be preserved, in cafe no further attempts were made to lettle them janditwas 
very probably a forefight of few fliips going that route any more, which induced fuch 
as had then the direction of the Company’s affairs to with, that iome fuch furvey 
defcription might be made by an able feaman, who was well acquainted with 
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coafts, and who might be able to add to the dircoveries already made, as well as funulh 
a more accurate defcription, even of them, than had been hitherto given. 

This was faithfully performed by CaptainTafman; and, from the lights afforded by 
his journal, a very ex aft and curious map was made of all thefe new countries. But 
his voyage was never publilhed entire, and it is very probable that the Laft-India Com¬ 
pany never intended it fliould be publilhed at all. However, Dirt Rembrantz, moved by 
the excellency and accuracy of the work, publilhed in Low Dutch anextraft of Captain 
Tafman’s Journal, which has been ever fince confidered as a very great curiofuy ; and, 
■as fuch, has been tranflated into many languages, particularly into our own, by the care 
of the learned Profeffor of Grefliatn College, Doftor Hook, an abridgement of which 
translation found a place in Doftor Harris’s Colleftion of Voyages, tut we have made 
no ufe of either of thefe pieces, the following being a new trauflation, made with all 
the care and diligence that is poflible. 

2. On Auguft 14, 1642, 1 failed from Batavia with two veffels; the one called the 
Heemfkirk, and the other the Zee-Haan. On September 5, I anchored at Maurice 
Ifland, in the latitude of 20° fouth, and in the longitude of 83° 48'. I found this 
ifland fifty German miles more to the eaft than I expefted ; that is to fay, 3 0 33' of 
longitude. This ifland was fo called from Prince Maurice, being before known by the 
name of Cerne. It is about fifteen leagues in circumference, and has a very fine 
harbour, at the entrance of which there is one hundred fathoms water. The country 
is mountainous ; but the mountains are covered with green trees. The tops of thefe 
mountains are fo high, that they are loft in the clouds, and are frequently covered by 
thick exhalations or ftnoke, that afeends from them. The air of this ifland is extremely 
wholefome. It is well furniflied with flefli and fowl; and the fea on its coafts abounds 
with all forts of fifli. The fineft ebony in the world grows here. It is a tall, ftraight 
tree, of a moderate thicknefs, covered with a green bark, very thick, under which the 
wood is as black as pitch, and as clofe as ivory. There are other trees on the ifland, 
which are of a bright red, and a third fort as yellow as wax. The fliips belonging to 
the Eaft India Company commonly touch at this ifland for refrefhments, in their 
paffage to Batavia. 

I left this ifland on the 8th of Oftober, and continued my courfe to the fouth, to the 
latitude of 40° or 41 % having a ftrong north-weft wind; and finding the needle vary 
23, 24, and 25 0 to the 22d of Oftober, I failed from that time to the 29th to the eaft, 
inclining a little to the fouth, till I arrived in the latitude of 45 0 47' fouth, and in the 
longitude of 89" 44'; and then obferved the variation of the needle to be 26° 45' 
towards the weft. 

As our author was extremely careful in this particular, and obferved the variation of 
the needle with the utmoft diligence, it may not be amifs to take this opportunity of 
explaining this point, fo that the importance of his remarks may fufficiently appear- 
The needle points exactly north only in a few places, and perhaps not conftantly in 
them; but in molt it declines a little to the eaft, or to the weft, whence arifes eaftern 
and we (tern declination: when this was firft obferved, it was attributed to certain 
excavations or hollows in the earth, to veins of lead, ftone, and other fuch-Iike caufes. 
But when it was found, by repeated experiments, that this variation varied, it appeared 
plainly that none of thofe caufes could take place; fince, if they had, the variation in 
the fame place muft always have been the fame, whereas the faft is otherwife. 

Here at London, for inftance, in the year 1580, the variation was obferved to be 
11° 17' to the eaft ; in the year 1666, the variation was here .34' to the weft; and in 
the year 1734, the variation was fomewhat more than i°weft. In order to find the 
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variation of the needle with the leaft error poffible, the feamen take this method : they 
obferve the point the fun is in, by the compafs, any time after its rifing, and then take 
the altitude of the fun ; and, in the afternoon, they obferve when the fun comes to the 
fame altitude, and obferve the point the fun is then in by the compafs; for the middle, 
between thefe two, is the true north or fouth point of the compafs; and the difference 
between that and the north or fouth upon the card, which is pointed out by the needle, 
is the variation of the compafs, and fliews how much the' north and fouth, given by 
the compafs, deviates from the true north and fouth points of the horizon. It appears 
clearly from what has been faid, that, in order to arrive at the certain knowledge of the 
variation, and of the variation of that variation of the compafs, it is abfolutely requifite 
to have, from time to time, diftinft accounts of the variation, as it is obferved in 
different places: whence the importance of Captain Tafman’s remarks, in this refpett, 
fufficiently appears. It is true, that the learned and ingenious Do&or Halley has given 
a very probable account of this matter j but as the probability of that account arifes 
only from its agreement with obfervations, it follows, thofe are as neceffary and as im¬ 
portant as ever, in order to ftrengthen and confirm it. i 

3. On the 6th of November, I was in 49° 4' fouth latitude, and in the longitude of 
114° 56'; the variation was at this time 26° weflward j and, as the weather was foggy, 
with hard gales, and a rolling fea from the fouth-weft and from the fouth, I concluded 
from thence, that it was not at all probable there fhould be any land between thofe two 
points. On November 15 ,1 was in the latitude of 44 0 33' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 140° 32'. The variation was then 18° 30'weft, which variation decreafed every 
day, in fuch a manner, that, on the 21ft of the fame month, being in the longitude of 
158 ,:i , I obferved the variation to be no more than 4 0 - On the 22d of that month, the 
needle was in continual agitation, without refting in any of the eight points ; which led 
me to conjecture, that we were near fome mine of loadftone. 

This may, at firft fight, feem to contradict what has been before laid down, as to the 
variation, and the caufes of it: but, when ftriCtly confidered, they will be found to 
agree very well; for when it is afferted, that veins of loadftone have nothing to do with 
the variation of the compafs, it is to be underftood of the conftant variation of a few 
degrees to the eaft, or to the weft : but in cafes of this nature, where the variation is 
abfolutely irregular, and the needle plays quite round the compafs, our author’s con¬ 
jecture may very well find place: yet it muft be owned, that it is a point far enough 
from being clear, that mines of loadftone affeCt the compafs at a diftance; which, 
however, might be very eafily determined, fince there are large mines of loadftone in 
the ifland of Elba, on the coaft of Tufcany. 

4. On the 24th of the fame month, being in the latitude of 42 0 25' fouth, and in 
the longitude of 163° 50', I difcovered land, which lay eaft-fouth-eaft, at the diftance 
of ten miles, which I called Van Diemen’s Land. The compafs pointed right towards 
this land. The weather being bad, I fteered fouth and by eaft along the coaft, to the height 
of 44 0 fouth, where the land runs away eaft, and afterwards north-eaft and by north. 
In the latitude of 43 0 io' fouth, and in the longitude of 167° 55', I anchored on the 
1 ft of December, in a bay, which I called the Bay of Frederic Henry. 1 heard, or at 
leaft fancied I heard, the found of people upon the ftiore; but I faw nobody. All I 
met with worth obferving was two trees, which were two fathoms or two fathoms and 
an half in girth, and fixty or fixty-five feet high from the root to the branches: they 
had cut with a flint a kind of fteps in the bark, in order to climb up to the birds-nefts : 
thefe fteps were the diftance of five feet from each other; fo that we muft conclude, 
that either thefe people are of a prodigious fize,or that they have fome way of climbing 
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trees that we are not ufed to : in one of the trees the fteps were fo frefh, that we 
judged they could not have been cut above four days. 

The noife we heard refembled the noife of fome fort of trumpet; it feemed to be at 
no great diftance, but we faw no living creature notwithftandiug. I perceived alfo in 
the fand, the marks of wild hearts’ feet, refembling thole of a tiger, or fome fuch 
creature; I gathered alfo fome gum from the trees, and likewife fome lack. The tide 
ebbs and flows there about three feet. The trees in this country do not grow very 
clofe, nor are they encumbered with bullies or underwood. I obferved fmoke in feveral 
places ; however, we did nothing more than fet up a poll, on which every one cut his , 
name, or his mark, and upon which I hoifted a flag. I oblerved that, in this place, 
the variation was changed to 3 0 eaft ward. On December 5 th, being then, by 
obfervation, in the latitude of 41 0 34'. and in the longitude 169°, I quitted Van 
Diemen’s Land, and refolved to fteer eaft to the longitude of 195°, in hopes of dd- 
covering the illands of Solomon. 

5. On September 9th, 1 was in the latitude of 42” 37' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 176° 29'; the variation being there 5 0 to the eaft. On the 12th of the fame month, 
finding a great rolling fea coming in on the fouth-weft, I judged there was no land to 
be hoped for on that point. On the 13th, being in the latitude of 42 0 10' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 188° 38', I found the variation 7 0 30' ealhvard. In this fuuation 
I difcovered an high mountainous country, which is at prefent marked in the charts, 
under the name of New Zealand. I coafted along the Ihore of this country to the 
north-north-eaft, till the 18th; and being then in the latitude of 40° 50' fouth, and in 
the longitude of 191 0 41’, I anchored in a fine bay, where I obferved the variation to 
be 9 0 towards the eaft. 

We found here abundance of the inhabitants: they bad very hoarfe voices, and 
were very large-made people. They durft not approach the fbip nearer than a ftone s 
throw; and we often obferved them playing on a kind of trumpet, to which we 
anfwered with the inftruments that were on board our veflel. Thefe people were of a 
colour between brown and yellow, their hair long, and alnioft as thick.as that of the 
Japanefe, combed up, and fixed on the top of their heads with a quill, or fome fuch 
thing, that was thickeft in the middle, in the very fame maimer that Japanefe fattened 
their hair behind their heads. Thele people cover the middle of their bodies, fome 
with a kind of mat, others with a fort of woollen cloth; but, as for their upper and 
lower parts, they leave them altogether naked. 

On the 19 th of December, thefe favages began to grow a little bolder, and more 
familiar, infomuch that at laft they ventured on board the Heemfkirk, in order to trade 
with thofe in the veflel: as foon as 1 perceived it, being apprebenfive that they might 
attempt to furprife that fliip, 1 feat, my fhallop, with feven men, to put the people in 
the Heemfkirk upon their guard, and to direct them not to place any confidence in 
thofe people. My feven men, being without arms, were attacked by thefe favages, 
who killed three of the feven, and forced the other four to fwitn for their lives; which 
occafioned my giving that place the name of the Bay of Murderers. Our fhip’s com¬ 
pany would, undoubtedly, have taken a fevere revenge, it the rough weather had not 
hindered them. From this bay we bore away eaft, having the land in a manner all 
round us. This country appeared to us rich, fertile, and very well fituated; but as 
the weather was very foul, and we had at this time a very ftrong weft wind, we found 
it very difficult to get clear of the land. 

6. On the 24th of December, as the wind would not permit us to continue our 
way to the north, as we knew not whether we fhould be able to find a paflage on that 
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fide, and as the flood came in from the fouth-eaft, we concluded that it would be the 
beft to return into the bay, and feek feme other way out ; but, on the 26th, the wind 
becoming more favourable, we continued our route to the north, turning a little to the 
weft. On the 4th of January 1643, being then * n the latitude of 34 1 35' fouth, and 
in the longitude of igi° 9', we failed quite to the cape, which lies north-weft, where 
we found the fea rolling in from the north-eaft ; whence we concluded, that we had at 
laft found a pafiage, which gave us no fmall joy. There was in this ftrdght an ifland, 
which we called the ifland of the Three Kings ; the cape of which we doubled, with a 
defign to have refrelhed ourfelves ; but, as we approached it, we perceived on the 
mountain thirty or five and thirty perfons, who, as far as we could difeern at fuch a 
diftance, were men of very large fize, and had each of them a large club in his 
hand : they called out to us in a rough ftrong voice, but we could not underhand any 
thing of what they faid. We obierved that thefe people walked at a very great rate, 
and that they took prodigious large ft rides. We made the tour of the ifland; in doing 
which, we faw but very Tew inhabitants ; nor did any of the country feem to be culti¬ 
vated ; we found indeed a frelh-water river, and then we refoived to fail eaft, as far as 
220 0 of longitude; and from thence north, as far as the latitude of 17 0 fouth ; and 
thence to the weft, till we arrived at the ifles of Cocos and Horne, which were dif- 
covered by William Schovten, where we intended to refrefh ourfelves, in cafe we found 
no opportunity of doing it before ; for though we had actually landed on Van 
Diemen’s Land, we met with nothing there; and, as for New Zealand, we never fet 
foot on it* 

In order to render this paflage perfectly intelligible, it is neceffary to obferve, that the 
ifland of Cocos lies in the latitude of 15 0 ic/fouth; and, according to Schovten's 
account, is well inhabited, and well cultivated, abounding with all forts of refrefhments; 
but, at the fame time, he deferibes the people as treacherous and bafe to the laft degree- 
As for the iflands of Horne, they lie nearly in the latitude of 15% are extremely 
fruitful, and inhabited by people of a kind and gentle difpofition, who readily bellowed 
on the Hollanders whatever refrefhments they could aik, It was no wonder therefore, 
that, finding themfelves thus diftreffed, Captain Tafman thought of repairing to thefe 
iflands, where he was fore of obtaining refrefhments, either by fair means or otherwife ; 
which defign, however, he did not think fit to put in execution* 

7. On the 8th of January, being in the latitude of 30° 25' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 192° 20', we obferved the variation of the needle to be g° towards the eaft ; and, as 
we had an high rolling fea from the fouth-weft, I conjectured there could not be any 
land hoped for on that fide* O11 the 12th, we found ourfelves in 30* 5' fouth latitude, 
and in 195° 27' of longitude, where we found the variation 9 0 30' to the eaft, a rolling 
fea from the fouth-eaft and from the fouth-weft. It is very plain, from thefe obferva- 
tions, that the pofition laid down by Dr. Halley, that the motion of the needle is not 
governed by the poles of the world, but by other poles which move round them, is 
highly probable ; for otherwife it is not eafy to underftand, how the needle came to 
have, as our author affirms it had, a variation of near 27° to the weft, in the latitude of 
45 0 47% and then gradually'decreafing till it had no variation at all; after which it 
turned eaft, in the latitude of 42 0 37', and fo continued increafing its variation eaft- 
wardly to this time. 

3 . On the 16th, we were in the latitude of 26° 29' fouth, and in the longitude of 
399 0 32', the variation of the needle being 8°. Here we are to obferve, that the 
eaftern variation decreafes; which is likewife very agreeable to Doctor Halley’s 
hypothefis ; which, in lew words, is this: that a certain large ioUd body contained 
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within, and every way feparated from the earth, fas having its own proper motion) 
and being included like a kernel in its (hell, revolves circularly from eaft to weft, as 
the exterior earth revolves the contrary way in the diurnal motion; whence it is eafy 
to explain the pofition of the four magnetical poles which he attributes to the earth, 
by allowing two to the nucleus, and two to the exterior earth. And, as the two former 
perpetually alter the fituation by their circular motion, their virtue, compared 
with the exterior poles, muft be different at different times; and confequently, the 
variation of the needle wilt perpetually change. The do£tor attributes to the nucleus 
an European north pole and an American fouth one, on account of the varia¬ 
tion of variations obferved near thefe places, as being much greater than thofe found 
near the two other poles. And he conjectures, that thefe poles will finhli their revolu¬ 
tion in about feven hundred years; and after that time, the fame fituation of the poles 
obtain again, as at prefent; and, confequently, the variations will be the fame again 
over all the globe ; fo that it requires feveral ages before this theory can be thoroughly 
adjufted. He affigns this probable caufe of the circular revolution of the nucleus : 
that the diurnal motion, being impreffed from without, was not fo exactly communi¬ 
cated to the internal parts, as to give them the fame precife velocity of rotation as the 
external; whence the nucleus, being left behind by the exterior earth, feems to move 
flowly in a contrary direction, as from eaft to weft, with regard to the external earth, 
confidered as at reft in refped of the other. But to return to our voyage: _ 

9. On the 19th of January, being in the latitude of 22 w 35' fouth, and in the lon¬ 
gitude of 204° 15', we had 7 0 30' eaft variation. In this fituation we difcovered an 
ifland about two or three miles in circumference, which was as far as we could 
difcern, very high, fteep, and barren. We were very defirous of coming nearer it, but 
were hindered by fouth-eaft and fouth-fouth-eaft winds 1 we called it the Ifle of Pylftaart, 
becaufe of the great number of that fort of birds we faw flying about it; and the next 
day we faw two other illands. 

10. On the 21 ft, being in the latitude of 21 0 20' fouth, and in the longitude of 
205" 29', we found our variation 7 0 to the north-eaft. We drew near to the coaft of 
the moft northern ifland, which, though not very high, yet was the larger of the two : 
we called one of thefe iflands Amfterdam, and the other Rotterdam. Upon 
that of Rotterdam, we found great plenty of hogs, fowls, and all lorts of fruits, 
and other refrefhments. Thefe iflanders did not feem to have the ufe of arms, 
inafmuch as we faw nothing like them in any of their hands: while we were upon 
the ifland, the ufage they gave us was fair and friendly, except that they would 
fteal a little. The current is not very confiderable in this place, where it ebbs north- 
eaft, and flows fouth-weft. A fouth-weft moon caufes a fpring-tide, which rifes feven 
or eight feet at leaft. The wind blows there continually fouth-eaft, or fouth-fouth- 
eaft, which occafioned the Heemfkirk’s being carried out of the road, but, however, 
without any damage. We did not fill any water here, becaufe it was extremely hard 
to get it to the Clip. 

On the 25th, we were in the latitude 20° 15' fouth, and in the longitude of 206° 19'. 
The variation here was 6° 20* to the eaft; and, after having had light of feveral other 
iflands, we made that of Rotterdam: the iflanders here refemble thofe on the ifland 
of Amfterdam. The people were very good matured, parted readily with what they 
had, did not feem to be acquainted with the ufe of arms, but were given to thieving 
like the natives of Amfterdam Ifland. Here we took in water, and other refrefhments, 
with all the conveniency imaginable. We made the whole circuit of the ifland, which 
we found well flocked with cocoa-trees, very regularly planted ; we likewife faw abun- 
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dance of gardens, extremely well laid out, plentifully flocked with all kinds of fruit- 
trees all planted in ftraight lines, and the whole kept in fuch excellent order, that nothing 
could have a better effect upon the eye. After quitting the ifland of Rotterdam, we 
had fight of feveral other iflands; which, however, did not engage us to alter the 
refolution we had taken of failing north, to the height of 17 0 fouth latitude, and from 
thence to fliape a weft courfe, without going near either Traitor’s Ifland, or thofe of 
Horne, we having then a very brilk wind from the fouth-eaft, or eaft-fouth-eaft. 

I cannot help remarking upon this part of Captain Tafman’s journal, that it is not 
eafy to conceive, unlefs he was bound up by his inftructions, why he did not remain 
fome time either at Rotterdam or at Amllerdam ifland, but efpecially at the former; 
fince, perhaps, there is not a place in the world fo happily feated, for making new dif- 
coveries with eafe and fafety. He owns, that he traverfed the whole ifland; that he 
found it a perfeft paradife; and that the people gave him not the leaft caufe of being 
diffident in point of fecurity ; fo that, if his men had thrown up ever fo flight a for¬ 
tification, a part of them might have remained there in fafety, while the reft had at¬ 
tempted the difcovery of the Iilands of Solomon on the one hand, or the continent 
of De Quiros on the other; from neither of which they were at any great diftance: 
and, from his neglecting this opportunity, I take it for granted that he was circum- 
fcribed, both as to his courfe, and to the time he was to employ in thefe difcoveries, 
by his inftruftions; for otherwife, fo able a feaman, and fo curious a man, as his 
journal lhfitos him to have been, would not certainly have neglected fo fair an oppor¬ 
tunity. 

11. On February 6th, being in 17 0 19' of fouth latitude, and in the longitude 
of 201 0 35', we found ourfelves embarrafled by nineteen or twenty finall iflands, every 
one of which was furrounded with fands, lhoals, and rocks. Thefe are marked in 
the charts by the name of Prince William’s Iilands, or Heemlkirk’s Shallows. On the 
8th, we were in the latitude of 15” 29', and in the longitude of 199 0 31'. We had 
abundance of rain, a ftrong wind from the north-eaft, or the north-north-eaft, with 
dark, cold weather. Fearing, therefore, that we were run farther to the weft than we 
thought ourfelves by our reckoning, and dreading that we Ihould fall to the fouth of 
New Guinea, or be thrown upon fome unknown coaft in fuch blowing mifty weather, 
we refolved to ftand away to the north, or to the north-north-weft, till we Ihould 
arrive in the latitude of 4, 5, or 6 ° fouth; and then to bear away weft for the coaft of 
New Guinea, as the leaft dangerous way that we could take. 

It is very plain from hence, that Captain Tafman had now laid afide all thoughts of 
difcovering farther; and I think it is not difficult to guefs at the reafon: when he was 
in this latitude, he was morally certain that he could, without further difficulty, fail 
round by the coaft of New Guinea, and fo back again to the Eaft Indies. It is there¬ 
fore extremely probable, that he was directed by his inftruftions to coaft round that 
great fouthem continent already difcovered, in order to arrive at a certainty, whether 
it was joined to any other part of the world, or whether, notwithftanding its vaft extent, 
viz. from the equator to 43” of fouth latitude, and from the longitude of 123 0 to near 
190% it was, notwithftanding, an ifland: this, I fay, was in all appearance the true 
defign of his voyage, and the reafon of it feems to be this; that an exa£t chart being 
drawn from his difcoveries, the Eaft India Company might have perfect intelligence of 
the extent and fituation of this new-found country, before they executed the plan 
they were then contriving for preventing its being vifiled, or farther diicovered, by 
their own or any other nation: and this too accounts for the care taken in laying 
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down the map of this country on the pavement of the new ftadthoufe at Amfterdam; for 
as this county was henceforward to remain as a kind of depofit, or land of referve, in 
the hands of the Eaft India Company, they took this method of intimating as much 
to their countrymen; fo that, while ftrangers are gaping at this map as a curiofity, 
every intelligent Dutchman may fay to himfelf, “ Behold the wifdom of the Eaft India 
Company! by their prefent empire,they fupport the authority of this republic abroad; 
and by their extenfive commerce, enrich its fubjects at home; and, at the fame time, 
fhew us here what a referve they have made for the benefit of pofterity, whenever, 
through the viciflitudes to which all fublunary things are liable, their prefent fources 
of power and grandeur Ihall fail.” 

I cannot help fupporting my opinion, in this refpcct, by putting the reader in mind 
of a very curious piece of ancient hiftory, which furnilhes us with the like inftance in 
the cotfdutt of another republic. Diodorus Siculus, in the fifth book of his Hiftorical 
Library, informs us, that in the African Ocean, feme days fail weft from Libya, there 
had been dii’covered an ifland, the foil of which was exceedingly fertile, and the country 
no lefs pleafant, all the land being finely diver filled by mountains and plains, the former 
thick clothed with trees, the latter abounding with fruits and flowers, the whole 
watered by innumerable rivulets, and affording fo pleafant an habitation, that a finer 
or more delightful country fancy itfelf could not feign: yet he affures us, the Car- 
thagenians, thofe great mafters of maritime power and commerce, though they had 
difcovered this admirable ifland, would never fuft'er it to be planted; but referved it 
as a fan&uary, to which they might fly, whenever the ruin of their own republic left 
them no other refource. This tallies exactly with the policy of the Dutch Eaft India 
Company, who, if they Ihould at any time be driven from their poffeffions in Java, 
Ceylon, and other places in that neighbourhood, would without doubt retire back into 
the Moluccas, and avail themfelves effe£lually of this noble difcovery, which lies open 
to them, and has been hitherto clofe fliut up to all the world befide. But to proceed: 

12. On February 14th we were in the latitude of 16“ 30' fouth, and in the longitude 
of 193° 35'. We had hitherto had much rain, and bad weather; but this day, the 
wind finking, we hailed our confort the Zee-Haan; and found to our great fatisfacfioa 
that our reckonings agreed. On the 20th, in the latitude of 13 0 45', and in the longi¬ 
tude of 193 0 35', we had dark, cloudy weather, much rain, thick fogs, and a rolling 
fea; on all fides the wind variable. On the 26th, in the latitude of 9 0 48' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 193 0 43', w'e had a north-weft wind, having every day, for the 
fpace of twenty-one days, rained more or lefs. On March 2d, in the latitude of 
9 0 11 ' fouth, and in the longitude-of 192 0 46', the variation was io° to the eaft, the 
wind and weather ftill varying. On March 8th, in the latitude of 7 0 46' fouth, and 
in the longitude of 190° 47', the wind was ftill variable. 

13. On the 14th, in the latitude of io° 12' fouth, and in the longitude of 186 0 14', 
we found the variation 8° 45' to the eaft. We palled fome days without being able 
to take any obfervation, becaufe the weather was all that time dark and rainy. On 
March 20th, in the latitude of 5 0 15' fouth, and in the longitude of 181° 16', the 
weather being then fair, we found the variation 9 0 eaftward. On the 23d, in the 
latitude of 5 0 2' fouth, and in the longitude of 178° 32', we had fine fair weather, 
and the benefit of the eaft trade wind. This day we had fight of land, which lay 
four miles weft. This land proved to be a duller of twenty iflands, which in the maps 
are called Anthong Java. They lie ninety miles, or thereabouts, from the coaft of 
Hew Guinea. It may not be amifs to obferve here, that what Captain Tafman calls 
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the coaft of New Guinea, is in reality the coaft of New Britain, which Captain Dam- 
pier firft difcovered to be a large ifland, l'eparated from the coaft of New Guinea. 

14. Oil the 25*h, in the latitude of 4 0 35' fouth, and in the longitude of 175 0 10', 
we found the variation 9 0 30' eaft. We were then in the height of the iflands of 
Mark, which were difcovered by William Schovten and James le Maire. They are 
fourteen or fifteen in number, inhabited by favages, with black hair, dreffed and 
trimmed in the fame manner as thofe we faw before at the Bay of Murderers in New 
Zealand. On tbe 29th, we paffed the Green Iflands; and on the 30th, that of 
St, John; which were likewife difcovered by Schovten and Le Maire. This ifland they 
found to be of a confiderable extent; and judged it to lie at the diftance of one thou- 
fand eight hundred and forty leagues from the coaft of Peru. It appeared to them 
well inhabited, and well cultivated, abounding with flefli, fowl, fifh, fruit, and other 
refrefhments. The inhabitants made ufe of canoes of all fizes, were armed with flings, 
darts, and wooden fwords, wore necklaces and bracelets of pearl, and rings in their 
nofes. They were, however, very intractable, notwithftanding all the pains that could 
be taken to engage them in a fair correfpondence; fo that Captain Schovten was at 
laft obliged to fire upon them, to prevent them from making themfelves matters of his 
veffel, which they attacked with a great deal of vigour: and very probably this was 
the reafon that Captain Tafman did not attempt to land, or make any farther difcovery. 
On April 1 ft, we were in the latitude of 4 0 30' fouth, and in the longitude of 171 0 
the variation being S' 5 45' to the eaft, having now fight of the coaft of New Guinea ; 
and endeavouring to double the cape which the Spaniards call Cobo Santa Maria, we 
continued to fail along the coaft, which lies north-welt. We afterwards paffed the 
Iflands of Antony Caens, Gardeners Ifland, and Fifhers Ifland, advancing towards the 
promontory called Struts Hoek, where the coaft runs fouth, and fouth-eaft. We 
rsfolved to purfue the fame route, and to continue fleering fouth, till we fhould either 
difcover land, or a paffage on that fide. 

It is neceffary to obferve, that all this time they continued on the coaft, not of New 
Guinea, but of New Britain ; for that cape which the Spaniards called Santa Maria, is 
the very fame that Captain Dampier called Cape St. George; and Caens, Gardeners, 
and Fifhers Iflands, all lie upon the fame coaft. They had been difcovered by 
Schovten and Le Maire, who found them to be well inhabited, but by a very bafe and 
treacherous people; who, after making figns of peace, attempted.to furprife their 
ihips: and thefe iflanders managed their flings with fuch force and dexterity, as to 
drive the Dutch failors from their decks: which account of Le Maire’s agree perfectly 
well with what Captain Dampier tells us of the fame people. As for the continent 
of New Guinea, it lies quite behind the ifland of New Britain; and was therefore laid 
down, in all the charts before Dampier’s difcovery, at leaf! 4 0 more to the eaft than 
it fhould have been. 

ij. On April 12 th, in the latitude of 3 0 45' fouth, and in the longitude of 167°, 
we iound the variation 1 o° towards the eaft. That night part of the crew were wakened 
out of their fleep by an earthquake. They immediately ran upon deck, fuppofing 
that the fhip had ftruck. On heaving the lead, however, there was no bottom to be 
found. We had afterwards feveral fhocks; but none of them fo violent as the firft. 
We had then doubled the Struis Hoek, and were, at that time, in the bay of Good 
Hope. On the 14th, in the latitude of 5 0 27' fouth, and in the longitude of 166 3 57, 
we obferved the variation to be 9 0 15' to the eaft. The land lay then north-eaft, eaL 

north-eaft, and again fouth fouth-weft; fo that we imagined there had been, a paffage 
0 between 


44.8 tasman's voyage of discovery. 

between thofe two points; but we were foon convinced of our mi (lake, and that it was 
all one coaft; fo that we were obliged to double the Weft Cape, and to continue 
creepii g along-lhore, and were much hindered in our paffage by calms. 1 ins d .Jcrip- 
tion agrees very well with that of Schovten and Le Maire ; fo that probably they had 
now fight again of the coaft of New Guinea. . , 

It is very probable, from the accident that happened to Captain lafnian, and ^ h'eh 
alfo happened to others upon that coaft, and from the burning mountains that will be 
hereafter mentioned, that this country is very fubjea to earthquakes ; and, it fo, with¬ 
out doubt, it abounds with metals and minerals; of which we have alio another proof, 
from a point in which all thefe writers agree; viz. that the people they law had rings 
in their nofes and ears, though none of them tell us of what metal thole rings uej ^ 
made, which Le Maire might eafily have done, fince he carried off a man from one of 
the iflands, whofe name was Mofes, from whom he learned that almoft every nation 
on this coaft fpeaks a different language. 

16. On the aoth, in the latitude of 5° 4' fouth, and in the longitude 164° 27 , we 
found the variation 8° 30' eaft. We that night drew near the Brandande Yland, 1. e. 
burning ifland, which William Schovten mentions; and we perceived a great flame 
iffuing, as he fays, from the top of an high mountain. When we were between that 
ifland and the continent, we faw a vaft number of fires along the fliore, and halt-way 
up the mountain, from whence we concluded that the country mull be very populous. 
We were often detained on this coaft by calms, and frequently obferved linall trees, 
bamboes and lhrubs, which the rivers on that coaft carried into the fea; from which 
we inferred, that this part of the country was extremely well watered, and that the 
land mull be very good. The next morning we paffed the burning mountain, and 
continued a weft north-weft courfe along that coaft. 

It is remarkable, that Schovten had made the fame obfervation with refpe# to the 
drift-wood forced by the rivers into the fea. He likewife obferved, that there was fo. 
copious a difeharge of frelh water, that it altered the colour and the tafte of the fea. 
He likewife fays that the burning illand is extremely well peopled, and alfo well cul- 
treated* He afterwards anchored on the coaft of the continent, and endeavoured to 
trade with the natives, who made him pay very dear lor hogs and cocoa-nuts, and like¬ 
wife Ihewed him fome ginger. It appears from Captain Tafman’s account, that he was 
now in hafte to return to Batavia, and did not give himfelf fo much trouble as at the 
beginning about difeoveries, and, to fay the truth, there was no great occafion, if, as 
I obferved, his coinniiffion was no more than to fail round the new difeovered coafts, 
in order to lay them down with greater certainty in the Dutch charts. 

17. On the 27th, being in the latitude of 2" 10' fouth, and in the longitude of 146’ 
157', we fancied that we had a fight of the illand of Moa; but it proved to be that of 
Jama, which lies a little to the eaft of Moa We found here great plenty of cocoa- 
nuts, and other refrelhments. The inhabitants were abfolutely black, and could eafily 
repeat the words that they heard others fpeak; which Ihews their own to be a very 
copious language. It is, however, exceedingly difficult to pronounce, becaufe they 
make frequent ufe of the letter R ; and fometimes to fuch a degree, that it occurs 
twice or thrice in the lame word. The next day, we anchored on the coaft of the 
ifland of Moa, where we likewife found abundance of refrelhments, and where we 
were obliged by bad weather to ftay till May 9th. We purchafed there, by way of 
exchange, fix thoufand cocoa-nuts, and a hundred bags of pyfanghs, or Indian figs. When 
we firft began to trade with thefe people one of our feamen was wounded by an arrow, 
that one of the natives let fly, either through malice or inadvertency. We were, at 
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that very jun&ure, endeavouring to bring our fliips clofe to the fliore; which fo 
terrified thefe iflanders, that they brought of their own accord on board us, the man 
who had fliot the arrow, and left him at our mercy. We found them, after this 
accident, much more tractable than before in every refpect. Our bailors, therefore, 
pulled off the iron hoops from fome of the old water-calks, ftuck them into wooden 
handles, and filing them to an edge, fold thefe aukward knives to the inhabitants for 
their fruits. 

In all probability they had not forgot what happened to our people on July 16th, 1616, 
in the days of William Schovten: thefe people, it feems, treated him very ill; upon 
which James le Maire brought his ftiip clofe to the fliore, and fired a broadfide 
through the woods; the bullets, flying through the trees, flruck the negroes with 
fuch a panic, that they fled in an inftant up into the country, and durft not fhew their 
heads again till they had made full fatisfaftion for what was psft, and thereby 
fecured their fafety for the time to come ; and he traded with them afterwards very 
peaceably, and with mutual fatisfaftion. 

This account of our author’s feems to have been taken upon memory, and is not' 
very exa£t. Schov ten’s feamen, or rather the petty officer who commanded his long¬ 
boat, infulted the natives grofsly, before they offered any injury to his people; and 
then, notwithftanding they fired upon them with fmall amis, the iflanders obliged 
them to retreat; fo that they were forced to bring the great guns to bear upon the 
ifland before they could reduce them. Thefe people do not deferve to be treated as 
favages, becaufe Schovten acknowledges, that they had been engaged in commerce 
with the Spaniards; as appeared by their having iron pots, glafs beads and pendants, 
with other European commodities, before he came thither. He alfo tells us, that 
they were a very civilized people, their country well cultivated, and very fruitful; 
that they had a great many boats, and other fmall craft, which they navigated with 
great dexterity. He adds alfo, that they gave him a very diftinft account of the 
neighbouring iflands, and that they folicited him to fire upon the Arimoans, with 
whom it feems they are always at war; which, however, he refufed to do, unlefs 
provoked to it by fome injury offered by thofe people. It is therefore very apparent, 
that the inhabitants of Moa are a people with whom any Europeans, fettled in their 
neighbourhood, might without any difficulty fettle a commerce, and receive confiderable 
affiftance from them in making difeoveries. But, perhaps, fome nations are fitter 
for thefe kind of expeditions than others, as being Iefs apt to make ufe of their artillery 
and fmall arms upon every little difpute; for as the inhabitants of Moa are well enough 
acquainted with the fuperiority which the Europeans have over them, it cannot be 
fuppofed, that they will ever hazard their total deftru&ion by committing any grofs 
of cruelty upon flrangers, who vifit their coaft; and it is certainly very unfair, to 
treat people as favages and barbarians, merely for defending themfelves when infulted 
or attacked without caufe. The inftance Captain Tafinan gives us of their delivering 
up the man who wounded his failor, is a plain proof of this; and as to the diffidence 
and fufpicion which fome later voyagers have complained of, with refpe& to the inha¬ 
bitants of this ifland, they mu ft certainly be the effe&s of the bad behaviour of fuch 
Europeans as this nation have hitherto dealt with, and would be effectually removed, 
if ever they had a fettled experience of a contrary conduct. ft he fureft method of 
teaching people to behave honeftly towards us, is to behave friendly and honeftly 
towards them, and then there is no great reafon to fear, that fuch as give evident 
proofs of capacity and civility in the common affairs of life, fliould be guilty of 
treachery that muft turn to their own difadvantage. 
yol. xi. 3 m 
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18. On the 12th of May, being then in the latitude of 54' fouth, and in the longi¬ 
tude of 153’ 17', we found the variation 6° 30' to the eaft. We continued coafting 
the north-fide of the illand of William Schovten, which is about eighteen or nineteen 
miles long, very populous, and the people very brilk and aftive. It was with great 
caution that Schovten gave his name to this ifland, for having obferved that there were 
abundance of fmall iflands laid down in the charts on the coaft of New Guinea, he was 
fufplcious, that this might be of the number. But fince that time, it feems a point 
generally agreed, that this ifland had not before any particular name; and therefore, 
in all fubfequent voyages, we find it conftantly mentioned by the name of Schovten’s 
Ifland. 

He defcribes it as a very fertile and well-peopled ifland ; the inhabitants of which 
were fo far from difcovermg any thing of a favage nature, that they gave apparent 
teflimonies of their having had an extenfive commerce before he touched there, fince 
they not only fhewed him various commodities from the Spaniards, but alfo feveral 
famples of China ware; he obferves, that they are very unlike the nations he had feen 
before, being rather of an olive-colour, than black; fome having fhort, others long 
hair, drefled after different fafhions; they were alfo a taller, Itronger and ftouter 
people, than their neighbours. Thefe little circumftances, which may feem tedious or 
trifling to fuch as read only for amufement, are, however, of very great importance 
to fuch as have difcoveries in view; becaufe they argue, that thefe people have a 
general correfpondence; the difference of their complexion mull arife from a mixed 
defcent; and the different manner of wearing their hair is undoubtedly owing to their 
following the fafliion of different nations, as their fancies lead them. He farther 
obferves, that their veflels were larger and better contrived than their neighbours; 
that they readily parted with their bows and arrows in exchange for goods, and that 
they were particularly fond of glafs and iron-ware, which, perhaps, they not only 
ufed themfelves, but employed likewife in their commerce. The molt weflern point 
of the ifland he called the Cape of Good Hope, becaufe, by doubling that cape, he 
expe&ed to reach the illand of Banda; and that we may not wonder, that he was in 
doubts and difficulties as to the fituation of thefe places, we ought to reflect, that 
Schovten was the firft who failed round the world by this courfe, and the latt too,-, 
except Commodore Roggewein ; other navigators chufing rather to run as high as 
California, and from thence to the Ladrone iflands, merely becaufe it is the ordinary 
route. 

In the neighbourhood of this ifland Schovten alfo met with an earthquake, which 
alarmed the fliip’s company exceflively, from an apprehenfion, that they had ftruck. 
upon a rock. There are fome other iflands in the neighbourhood of this, well peopled, 
and well planted, abounding with excellent fruits, efpecially of the melon kind. Thefe 
iflands lie, as it were, on the confines of the fouthem continent, and the Eaft Indies, fo 
that their inhabitants enjoy all the advantages refulting from their own happy climate, 
and from their traflick with their neighbours, efpecially with thofe of Ternate and 
Amboyna, who come thither yearly to purchafe their commodities, and who 
are likewife vifited, at certain feafons, by the people of thefe iflands in their turn. 

19. On the 18th of May, in the latitude of 26' fouth, and in the longitude of 
147 0 55', we obferved the variation to be 5 0 30' eaft. We were now arrived at 
the weftem extremity of New Guinea, which is a detached point or promontory 
(though it is not marked fo even in the late ft maps); here we met with calms, 
variable and contrary winds, with much rain; from thence we fteered for Ceram, 
leaving the cape on the north, and arrived fafely on that ifland; by this time Captain 
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Tafinan had fairly furrounded the continent he was inflru&ed to difcover, and had 
therefore nothing now farther in view than to return to Batavia, in order to report the 
difcoveries he had made. 

On the 27U1 of May, we pafled through the Streights of Boura, or Bouton, and 
continued our paflage to Batavia, where we arrived on the 15th of June, in the 
latitude of 6° 12' fouth, and in the longitude of 127 0 18'* This voyage was made in 
the fpace of ten months. Such was the end of this expedition, which has been always 
confidered as the cleareft and mod exaft that was ever made for the difeovery of the 
Terra Auftralis Incognita, from whence that chart and map was laid down in the pave¬ 
ment of the ftadt-houfe at Amfterdam, as is before-mentioned. We have now nothing 
to do but to fhut up this voyage and our hiftory of circumnavigators, with a few re¬ 
marks, previous to which it will be requifite to ttate clearly and fuccinflly the difcove¬ 
ries, either made or confirmed by Captain Tafman’s voyage, that the importance of it 
may fully appear, as well as the probability of our conjectures with regard to the mo¬ 
tives that induced the Dutch Eaft India Company to be at fo much pains about thefe 
difcoveries, 

20. In the firfl place, then, it is molt evident, from Captain Tafman’s voyage, that 
New GuinCk, Carpentaria, New Holland, Antony van Diemen's Land, and the 
countries difeovered by De Quiros, make all one continent, from which New Zealand 
feems to be feparated by a ftreightj and, perhaps, is part of another continent, 
anfwering to Africa, as this, of which we are now (peaking, plainly does to America, 
This continent reaches from the equinoctial to 44 0 of fouth latitude, and extends from 
122 0 to 188° of longitude, making indeed a very large country, but nothing like 
what De Quiros imagined ; which fhews how dangerous a thing it is to truft too much 
to conjecture in fiich points as thefe. It is, fecondly, obfervable, that as New Guinea, 
Carpentaria and New Holland, had been already pretty well examined, Captain Tafinan 
fell direCtly to the fouth of thefe ; fo that his firil difeovery was Van Diemen's Land, 
the moft fouthem part of the continent on this fide the globe, and then, paffing round 
by New Zealand, he plainly difeovered the oppofite fide of diat country towards Ame¬ 
rica, though he vifited the iilands only, and never fell in again with the continent till 
he arrived on the coaft of New Britain, which he miftook for that of New Guinea ; as 
he very well might, that country having never been fufpefted to be an illand, till Dam- 
pier discovered it to be fuch in the beginning of the prefent century. Thirdly, by this 
furvey, thefe countries are for ever marked out, fo long as the map, or memory of this 
voyage, fhali remain. The Dutch Eaft India Company have it always in their power to 
direQ: fettlements, or new difcoveries, either in New Guinea, from the Moluccas, or 
in New Holland, from Batavia direftly* The prudence Ihewn in the conduct of this 
affair, deferves the higheft praife. To have attempted heretofore, or even now, the 
eftablifhing colonies in thofe countries, would be impolitic, becaufe it would be grafpmg 
more than the Eaft India Company, or than even the republic of Holland, could manage; 
for, in the firft place, to reduce a continent between three and four thoufand miles 
broad, is a prodigious undertaking, and to fettle it by degrees, would be to open, to 
all the world, the importance of that country, which, for anything we can tell, may 
be much fuperior to any country yet known :■ the only choice therefore that the Dutch 
had left, was to referve this mighty difeovery till the feafon arrived, in which they 
Ihould be either obliged by neceffity, or invited by oecafion, to make ufe of it; but 
though this country be referved, it is no longer either unknown or neglected by the 
Dutch, which is a point of very great confequence. To the other nations of Europe, 
thefouthern continent is a chimera, a thing in the clouds, or at lead: a country about which 
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there are a thoufaod doubts and fufpidons, fo that to talk of difcovering or fettling it muff 
be regarded as an idle and empty projeft: but, with refpeft to them, it is a thing perfectly 
well known ; its extent, its boundaries, its fituation, the genius of its feveral nations, and 
the commodities of which they are poffefled, are abfolutely within their cognizance, fo 
that they are at liberty to take fuch meafures as appear to them beft, for fecuring the 
eventual poffeflion of this country, whenever they think fit. This account explains at once 
all the myfteries which the beft writers upon this fubjedt have found in the Dutch pro¬ 
ceedings, It {hews why they have been at fo much pains to obtain a clear and diftinft 
furvey of thefe diftant countries 5 why they have hitherto forborn fettling, and why 
they take fo much pains to prevent other nations from coming at a diftindi knowledge 
of them : and I may add to this another particular, which is, that it accounts for their 
permitting the natives of Ainboyna, who are their fubjefts, to carry on a trade to New 
Guinea, and the adjacent countries, fmce, by this very method, it is apparent that they 
gain daily frefii intelligence as to the product and commodities of thofe countries. 
Having thus explained the confequence of Captain Tafman’s voyage, and thereby fully 
juflified my giving it a place in this part of my work, I am now at liberty to purfue the 
reflections with which I promifed to clofe this fecfion, and the hiftory of circumna¬ 
vigators, and in doing which, I {ball endeavour to make the reader fenfible of the 
advantages that arifefrom publifhing thefe voyages in their proper order, fo as to fhew 
what is, and what is yet to be difcovered of the globe on which we live. 

2-i. In fpeaking of the confequences of Captain Tafoian's voyage, it has been very 
amply ftiewn that this part of Terra Auftralis, or fouthern country, has been fully and 
certainly difcovered. To prevent, however, the reader's making any miftake, I will 
take this opportunity of laying before him fame remarks on the whole fouthern he* 
inifphere, which will enable him immediately to comprehend all that I have afterwards 
to fay on this fubjedt. 

If we fuppofe the fouth pole to be the centre of a chart of which the equmodHal is 
the circumference, we {hall then difcern four quarters, of the contents of which, if 
we could give a full account, this part of the world would be perfectly difcovered. 
To begin then with the firft of thefe, that is, from the firft meridian, placed in the 
ifland of Fero. Within this divifton, that is to fay, from the firft to the nineteenth de¬ 
gree of longitude, there lies the great continent of Africa, the moft fouthern point of 
which is the Cape of Good Hope, lying in the latitude of 34 0 15' fouth: between, 
that and die pole, feveral fmall but very inconfiderable iflands have been difcovered, 
affording us only this degree of certainty, that to the latitude of 50° there is no land 
to be found of any confequence ; there was, indeed, a voyage made by Mr. Bovet in 
the year 1738, on purpofe to difcover whether there were any lands to the fouth in 
that quarter or not. This gentleman failed from Port Y Orient July the 18th, 1738, 
and on the ift of January, 1 739 ’ difcovered a country, the coafts of which were co¬ 
vered with ice, in the latitude of 54° fouth, and in the longitude of 28° 30'$ the va¬ 
riation of the compafs being there 6° 45' to the weft. 

In the next quarter, that is to fay, from 90° longitude to 180% lie the countries of 
which we have been fpeaking, or that large fouthern ifland, extending from the equi- 
no&ial to the latitude of 43 0 ic/, and the longitude of 167° 55', which is the extre¬ 
mity of Van Diemen’s land. 

In the third quarter, that is, from the longitude of 150° to 170°, there is very little 
difcovered with any certainty. Captain Tafman, indeed, vifited the coaft of New Zea¬ 
land, in the latitude of 42 0 to' fouth, and in the longitude of tS8° 28'; but betides 
this, and the iflands of Ainfterdara and Rotterdam, we know very little ; and there- 
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fore* if there be any doubts about the reality of Terra Auftralis, it muff be with re- 
fpeft to that part of it which lies within this quarter, through which Schovten and Le 
Maire failed, but without difcovering any thing more than a few fmall i {lands* 

The fourth and laft quarter is from 270° of longitude to the fir ft meridian, within 
which lies the continent of South America* and the ifland of Terra del Fuego; 
the moft fouthern promontory of which is fuppofed to be Cape Horne, which* accord* 
mg to the beffc obfer rations, is in the latitude of 56beyond which there has been 
nothing with any degree of certainty difcovered on this fide. 

On the whole, therefore, it appears there are three continents already tolerably dif- 
covered which point towards the fouth pole, and therefore it is very probable there 
is a fourth, which if there be, ir 111 uft lie between the country of New Zealand, dif¬ 
covered by Captain Tafman, and that country which was feen by Captain Sharpe and 
Mr* Wafer in the South Seas, to which land therefore, and no other, the title of Terra 
Auftralis Incognita properly belongs. Leaving this, therefore, to the induftry of future 
ages to difeover, we will now return to that great fouthern iiland which Captain Tafman 
actually furrounded, and the bounds of which are tolerably well known. 

In order to give the reader a proper idea of the importance of this country, it will 
be requifite to fay fomething of the climates in which it is fituated : as it lies from the 
equino£tial to near the latitude of 44% the longeft day in the moft northern parts mult 
be twelve hours, and in the fouthern about fifteen hours, or fomewhat more, fo that 
it extends from the firft to the feventh climate, which fhews its fituation £0 be the 
happiefl in the world, the country called Van Diemen* s Land refembling in all refpedts 
the fouth of France : as there are in all countries fome parts more pleafant than others, 
fo there feenis good reafon to believe, that within two or three degrees of the tropic 
of Capricorn, which pafTes through the midft of New Holland, is the moft unwhole- 
fome and difagreeable part of this country; the reafon of which is very plain : for in 
thofe parts it mull be exceffively hot, much more fo than under the line itfelf, fmee 
the days and nights are there always equal, whereas, within three or four degrees of 
the tropic of Capricorn, that is to fay, in the latitude of 27 0 fouth, the days are 
thirteen hours and a half long, and the fun is twice in their zenith, firft in the begin¬ 
ning of December or rather in the latter end of November, and again when it returns 
back, which occafions a burning heat for about two months, or fomething more; 
whereas, either farther to the fouth, or nearer to the line, the climate muft be equally 
wholefome and pleafant* # # 

As to the product and commodities of this country in general, there is the greateft 
reafon in the world to believe, that they are extremely rich and valuable, becaufe the 
richeft and fineft countries in the known world lie all of them within the fame latitude j 
but to return from conjectures to fails: the country difcovered by De Quiros, makes 
a part of this great ifland, and is the oppofite coaft to that of Carpentaria* This 
country, of which we have given a large account in the tenth fection, the difeoverer 
called La Auftralia del Efpiritu Santo, in the latitude of 15 0 40'fouth; and, as he 
reports, it abounds with gold, filver, pearl, nutmegs, mace, ginger and fu gar-canes, 
of an extraordinary fize; I do not wonder, that formerly the fadt might be doubted, 
but at prefeni I ihink there is fufficient reafon to induce us to believe it, for Captain 
Dampier deferibes the country about Cape St. George and Port Mountague, which are 
within 9 0 of the country deferibed by De Quiros; I fay. Captain Dampier deferibes 
what he faw in the following words : ** The country hereabouts is mountainous and 

woody, full of rich valleys and pleafant frefh-water brooks; the mould in the 
valleys is deep and yellowilh, that on the tides of the hills of a very brown colour, 
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and not very deep, but rocky underneath, yet excellent planting land; the trees 
in general are neither very llrait, thick, nor tall, yet appear green and pleafant 
enough; foine of them bear flowers, fome berries and others big fruits, but all un- 
knovvn to any of us; cocoa-nut trees thrive very well here, as well on the bays by 
the fea-fide, as more remote among the plantations; the nuts are of an indifferent 
fize, the milk and kernel very thick and pleafant; here are ginger, yams, and 
other very good roots for the pot, that our men law and tailed; what other fruits or 
roots the country affords, I know not; here are hogs and dogs, other land animats 
we faw none; the fowls we faw and knew were pigeons, parrots, cocadores and 
crows, like thofe in England; a fort of birds about the bignels of a black-bird, and 
fmaller birds many. 1 he fea and rivers have plenty of fifli; we law abundance, 
though we catched but few, and thefe were cavallies, yellow-tails and whip-wreys.” 

This account is grounded only on a very flight view, whereas De Quiros refided for 
fome time in the place he has mentioned. In another place Captain Dampier obferves, 
that he faw nutmegs atnongft them, which feemed to be freih-gathered, all which 
agrees perfectly with the account given by De Quiros ; add to this, that Schovten had 
like wife obferved, that they had ginger upon this coaft, and fome other fpices, fo that 
on the whole, there feems not the leaft reafon to doubt, that if any part of this country 
was fettled, it mult be attended with a very rich commerce; for it cannot be fuppofed, 
that all thefe writers ihould be either miftaken, or that they fliould concur in a defign 
to impofe upon their readers; which is the Iefs to be fufpefted, if we confider how 
well their reports agree with the fituation of the country, and that the trees on the 
land, and the fifli on the coaft, correfponding exadtly with the trees of thofe countries, 
and the filh on the coafts, where thefe commodities are known to abound within-Jand, 
feem to intimate a perfedt conformity throughout. 

The next thing to be confidered is, the polfibility of planting in this part of the 
world; which, at firft fight, I muft confefs, feems to be attended with confiderable 
difficulties with refpeft to every other nation except the Dutch, who, either from 
Batavia, the Moluccas, or even from the Cape of Good Hope, might with eafe fettle 
themfelves where-ever they thought fit; as, however, they have neglected this for 
above a century, there feems to be no reafon, why their conduct in this refpect Ihould 
become the rule of other nations, or why any other nation fliould be apprehenlive 
of drawing on herfelf the difpleafure of the Dutch, by endeavouring to turn to their 
benefit countries the Dutch have fo long fuffered to lie, with refpea to Europe, walte 
and defert. 

The firft point, with refpeft to a difcovery, would be, to fend a fmall fquadron on 
the coaft of Van Diemen’s Land, and from thence round, in the fame courfe taken 
by Captain Tafman, by the coaft of New Guinea, which might enable the nations that 
attempted it to come to an abfolute certainty with regard to its commodities and com¬ 
merce : fuch a voyage as this might be performed with very great eafe, and at a fmall 
expence, by our Eaft India company ; and, this in the fpace of eight or nine months 
time; and confidering what mighty advantages might accrue to the nation, there feems 
to be nothing harlh or improbable in fuppofmg that, fome time or other, when the 
legiflature is more than ufually intent on affairs of commerce, they may be directed to 
make fuch an expedition at the expence of the public. By this means all the back 
coaft of New Holland and New Guinea, might be thoroughly examined, and we might 
know as well, and as certainly as the Dutch, how far a colony fettled there might 
anfwer our expectations; one thing is certain, that to perfons ufed to the navigation 
of the Indies, iuch an expedition could not be thought either dangerous or difficult, 
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becaufe it is already fufficiently known, that there are every-where iflands upon the 
coaft, where fhips, upon luch a difcovery, might be lure to meet with refreffiments, as 
is plain from Commodore Roggewein’s voyage, made little more than twenty 
years ago. 

I he only difficulty that I can fee, would be the getting a fair and haneft account of 
this expedition, when made; for private intereft is fo apt to interfere, and get the 
better of the public fervice, that it is very hard to be fure of any thing of this fort. 
That I may not be fufpe&ed of any intent to calumniate, I ffiall put the reader in 
mind of two inftances; the firft is, as to the new trade from Ruffia, for eftabliffiing 
of which an aft of parliament was with great difficulty obtained, though vifibly for 
the advantage of the nation : the other inftance is, the voyage of Captara Middleton, 
for the difcovery of a north-weft paffage into the fouth feas, which is ended by a very 
warm dilpute, whether that paflage be found or not, the perfon fuppofed to have found 
it maintaining the negative. 

# Whenever, therefore, fuch an expedition is undertaken, it ought to be under the 
direftion, not only of a perfon of parts and experience, but of unfpotted character, 
who, on his return, fhoukl be obliged to deliver his journal upon oath, and the prin¬ 
cipal officers under him ffiould likewife be directed to keep their journals diftinctly, 
and without their being infpected by the principal officer; all which journals ought to 
be publiflied by authority as foon as received, that every man might be at liberty to 
examine them, and deliver his thoughts as to the difcoveries made, or the impediments 
fuggefted to have hindered or prevented fuch difcoveries, by which means the public 
would be fure to obtain a full and diftinct account of the matter ; and it would thence 
immediately appear, whether it would be expedient to profecute the defign or not. 

_ But if it ffiould be thought too burdenfome for a company in fo flouriffiing a con¬ 
dition, and confequently engaged in fo extenfive a commerce as the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany is, to undertake luch an expedition, merely to ferve the public, promote the expor¬ 
tation of our manufactures, and increafe the number of induftrious perfons who are 
maintained by foreign trade ; if this, 1 fay, ffiould be thought too grievous for a com¬ 
pany that has purchafed her privileges from the public, by a large loan at low intereft, 
there can certainly be no objection to the putting this project into the hands of the 
Royal African Company, who are not quite in fo flouriffiing a condition; they have 
equal opportunities for undertaking it, fince the voyage might be with great eafe per¬ 
formed from their fettlements in ten months, and if the trade was found to anfwer, 
it might encourage the fettling a colony at Madagafcar, to and from which fhips might, 
with the greateft conveniency, carry on the trade to New Guinea. I cannot fay how 
far fuch a trade might be confident with their prefent charter ; but if it fliould be 
found advantageous to the public, and beneficial to the company, I think there can be 
no reafon affigned why it fliould not be fecured to them, and that too in the moft ef¬ 
fectual manner. 

A very finall progrefs in it would reftore the reputation of the company, and in time, 
perhaps, free the nation from the annual expence flie is now at, for the fupport of the 
forts and garrifons belonging to that company on the coafts of Africa; which would 
alone prove of great and immediate fervice, both to the puolic and to the company: 
to fay the truth, fomething of this fort is abfolutely necefiary to vindicate the expence 
the nation is at; for if the trade, for the carrying on of which a company is eftabliffied, 
proves, by a change of circumftances, incapable of fupporting that company, and 
thereby brings a load upon the public, this ought to be a motive, it ought, indeed, to 
be the ftrongeft motive, for that company to endeavour the exteniion of its commerce, 
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or the ftriking out, if poffible, fome new branch of trade, which may reftore it to its 
former fplendour; and in this as it hath an apparent right, fo there is not the leaft reafon 
to doubt, that it would meet with all the countenance and affiftance from the govern¬ 
ment that it could reafonably expett or defire. 

If fuch a defign ihould ever be attempted, perhaps the ifland of New Britain might 
be thepropereft place for them to feitle. As to the fituation, extent, and prefent con¬ 
dition of that ifland, all that can be faid of it mull be taken from the account given by 
its difcoverer Captain Dampier: which, in few words, amounts to this : t£ The ifland 
which I call Nova Britannia has about 4 0 of latitude, the body of it lying in 4 0 , the 
northermoft part in 2° 30% and the fouthennoft in 6° 30'. It has about 5 0 18' longi¬ 
tude from call to weft; it is generally high mountainous land, mixed with large valleys, 
which, as well as the mountains, appeared very fertile; and in moft places that we faw, 
the trees are very large, tall, and thick. It is alfo very well inhabited, with ftrong 
well-limbed negroes, whom we found very daring and bold at feveral places : as to the 
product of it, it is very probable, this ifland may afford as many rich commodities as 
any in the world ; and the natives may be eafily brought to commerce, though I could 
not pretend to it in my circumflances.” If any objections Ihould be railed from 
Dampier’s misfortune in that voyage, it is eafy to Ihew, that it ought to have no manner 
of weight whatever, fince, though he was an excellent pilot, he is allowed to have been 
but a bad commander: befides the Roebuck, in which he failed, was a worn-out 
frigate, that would hardly fwim ; and it is no great wonder, that in fo crazy a veffel 
the people were a little impatient at being abroad on difcoveries ; yet, after all, he per¬ 
formed what heVas fent for; and, by the difcovery of this ifland of New Britain, 
fecured us an indifputable right to a country, that is, or might be made, very valuable. 

It is fo fituated, that a great trade might be carried on from thence through the 
whole Terra Auftralis on one fide, and the moft valuable iflands of the EaftTndies on 
the other. In Ihort, all, or at leaft moll, of the advantages propofed by the Dutch 
Weft-India Company’s joining with their Eaft-India Company, of which a large account 
has already been given, might be procured for this nation, by the eftablilhing a colony 
in this ifland of New Britain, and fecuring the trade of that colony to the African 
Company by law; the very palling of which law would give the company more than, 
fufficient credit, to fit out a fquadron at once capable of fecuring the poffeflion of that 
ifland, and of giving the public fuch fatisfaXion as to its importance, as might be 
requifite to obtain further power and affiftance from the Hate, if that Ihould be found 
neceflary. It would be very eafy to point out fome advantages peculiarly convenient 
for that company ; but it will be time enough to think of thefe, whenever the African 
Company Ihall difcover an inclination to profecute this defign. At prefent I have done 
what I propofed, and have Ihewn that fuch a collection of voyages as this, ought not 
to be confidered as a work of mere amufement, but as a work calculated for the benefit 
of mankind in general, and of this nation in particular, which it is the duty of every 
man to promote in his ftation; and whatever fate thefe reflexions may meet with, I 
Ihall always have the fatisfaXion of remembering, that I have not negleXed it in mine, 
but have taken the utmoft pains to turn a courfe of laborious reading to the advantage 
of my country. 

But, fuppofing that neither of thefe companies ihould think it expedient, or, in other 
words, Ihould not think it confident with their intereft, to attempt this difcovery, there 
is yet a third company, within the fpirit of whofe charter, I humbly conceive, the pro- 
fecution of fuch a fcheme immediately lies. The reader will eafily difeern, that 1 mean 
the company for carrying on a trade to the South Seas, who, notwithftanding the exten- 
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fivenefs of their charter, confirmed and fupported by authority of parliament, have 
not, fo far as my information reaches, ever attempted to fend fo much as a frngle fhip 
for the fake of difcoveries into the South Seas, which, however, was the great point 
propofed when this company was firft eftablifhed. In order to prove this, I need only 
lay before the reader the limits affigned that company by their charter, the fubftance of 
which is contained in the following words:— 

“ The corporation, and their fucceflbrs, fliall, for ever, be veiled in the foie trade 
into and from all the kingdoms and lands on the eaft fide of America, from the River 
Oroonoco, to the fouthermoft part of Terra del Fuego, and on the weft fide thereof 
from the faid fouthermoft part of Terra del Fuego, through the South Sea, to the 
northermoft part of America, and into and through all the countries, iflands, and 
places within the faid limits, which are reputed to belong to Spain, or which Ihall here¬ 
after be found out and difcovered within the limits aforefaid, not exceeding 300 leagues 
from the continent of America, between the fouthermoft part of the Terra del Fuego 
and the northermoft part of America, on the faid weft fide thereof, except the kingdom 
of Brazil, and fuch other places on the eaft fide of America, as are now in the poffef- 
fion of the King of Portugal, and the country of Surinam, in the poffeffion of the 
States-general. The faid company, and none eife, are to trade within the faid limits; 
and, if any other perfons Ihall trade to the South Seas, they Ihall forfeit the Ihip and 
goods, and double value, one-fourth part to the crown, and another fourth part to the 
profecutor, and the other two-fourths to the ufe of the company. And the company 
fha.ll be the foie owners of the iflands, forts, &c. which they Ihall difcover within the 
faid limits, to beheld of the crown, under an annual rent of an ounce of gold, and of 
all lhips taken as prizes by the Ihips of the faid company : and the company may feize, 
by force of arms, all other Britifh lhips trading in thofe feas.” 

It is, I think, impoffible for any man to imagine, that either thefe limits Ihould be 
fecured to the company for no purpofe in the world ; or that thefe prohibitions and 
penalties Ihould take place, notwithftanding the company’s never attempting to make 
any ufe of thefe powers: from whence I infer, that it was the intent of the legiflature, 
that new difcoveries Ihould be made, new plantations fettled, and a new trade carried 
on, by this new corporation, agreeable to the rules prefcribed, and for the general 
benefit of this nation ; which I,apprehend was chiefly confidered in the providing, that 
this new commerce Ihould be put under the management of a particular company. 
But I am very well aware of an objection that may be made to what I have advanced ; 
viz. that, from my own Ihewing, this fouthern continent lies abfolutely without their 
limits ; and that there is alfo a provifo in the charter of that company, that feems par¬ 
ticularly calculated to exclude it, fince it recites, that 

“ The agents of the company fliall not fail beyond the fouthermoft parts of Terra 
del Fuego, except through the Streights of Magellan, or round Terra del Fuego j nor 
go from thence to any part of the Eaft Indies, nor return to Great Britain, or any port 
or place, unlefs through the faid ftreights, or by Terra del Fuego : nor (hall they 
trade in Eaft-India goods, or in any places within the limits granted to the united com¬ 
pany of merchants of England trading to Eaft India (fuch India goods excepted as 
{hall be aftually exported from Great Britain, and alfo fuch gold, filver, wrought 
plate, and other goods and commodities, which are the produce, growth, or manufac¬ 
tures of the Weft Indies, or continent of America): neither fliall they fend fhips, or 
ufe them or any veffel, within the South Seas, from Terra del Fuego to the north- 
ermoft parts of America, above three hundred leagues to the weftward of, and diftant 
from the land of Chili, Peru, Mexico, California, or any other the lands or fliores of 
vol. xi. 3 n Southern 
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Southern or Northern America, between Terra del Fuego and the northermoft part of 
America, on pain of the forfeiture of the (hips and goods; one-third to the crown, and 
the other two-thirds to the Eaft India Company.” 

But the reader will obferve, that 1 mentioned the tail India and African Companies 
before ; and that I now mention the South Sea Company, on a fuppofitjon that the two 
former may refufe it. In that cafe, I prefume, the legiflature will make the fame dif- 
tintUon that the States of Holland did, and not fuffer the private advantage of any 
particular company to Hand in competition with the good of a whole people. It was 
upon this principle that I laid it down as a thing certain, that the African Company 
would be allowed to fettle the ifland of Madagascar, though it lies within the limits of 
the Eaft India Company’s charter, in cafe it iliould be found neceflarv for the better 
carrying on of this trade. It is upon the fame principle I fay this fouthern continent 
lies within the intention of the South Sea Company’s charter, becaufe, I prefuine, the 
intent of that charter was to grant them all the commerce in thofe feas, not occupied 
before by Britifh fubje&s ; for, if it were otherwife, what a condition fliould we be in 
as a maritime power ? If a grant does not oblige a company to carry on a trade 
within the limits granted to that company, and is, at the fame time, of force to preclude 
all the fubjefts of this nation from the right they before had to carry on a trade within 
thofe limits, fucha law is plainly deftrnaive to the nation’s intereft, and to commerce 
in general. I therefore iuppofe, that, if the South Sea Company fliould think proper 
to revive their trade in the manner I propofe, this provifo would be explained by parlia¬ 
ment to mean no more than excluding the South Sea Company from fettling or 
trading in or to any place at prefent fettled in or traded to by the Eaft India Company I 
for, as this interpretation would fecure the juft rights of both companies, and, at the 
fame time, reconcile the laws for eftablifhing them to the general intereft of trade and 
- the nation, there is the greateft reafon to believe this to be the intention of the legif¬ 
lature. I have been obliged to infift fully upon this matter, becaufe it is a point hitherto 
untouched, and a point of fuch high importance, that, unlefs it be underftood according 
to my fenfe of the matter, there is an end of all hopes of extending our trade on this 
fide, which is perhaps the only fide, on which there is the leaft probability that it ever 
can be extended : for, as to the north-weft pafiage into the South Seas, that feems to 
be blocked up by the rights of another company; fo that, according to the letter of 
our laws, each company is to have its rights, and the nation in general no right at all. 

If therefore the fettling of this part of Terra Auftralis Ihould devolve on the South 
Sea Company, by way of equivalent for the lofs of their Afliento contra£ 1 , there is no 
fort of queftion but it might be as well performed by them as by any other, and the 
trade carried on without interfering with that which is at prefent carried on, either by 
the Eaft India or African Companies. It would indeed, in this cafe, be abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to fettle Juan Fernandez, the fettlement of which place, under the direction of 
that company, if they could, as very probably they might, fall into fome fhare of the 
Have-trade from New Guinea, muft prove wonderfully advantageous, confidering the 
opportunity they would have of vending thofe flaves to the Spaniards in Chili and Peru. 
The fettling of this ifland ought to be performed at once, and with a competent force, 
fince, without doubt, the Spaniards would leave no means unacteinpted to difpoflefs 
them: yet, if a good fortification was once rafted, the palfes properly retrenched, and 
a garrifon left there of between three and five hundred men, it would be fimply im- 
poffible for the Spaniards to force them out of it before the arrival of another fquadron 
from hence. Neither do I fee any reafon, why, in the fpace of a very few years, the 
plantation of this ifland fhould not prove of as great confequence to the South Sea 
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Company, as that of Curacao to the Dutch Weft India Company, who raife no lefs 
than fixty thoufand florins per annum for Iicenfing fliips to trade there. 

From Juan Fernandez to Van Diemen’s Land is not above two months fail; and a 
voyage for difcovery might be very conveniently made between the time that a 
fquadron returned from Juan Fernandez, and another fquadron’s arrival there from 
hence. It is true, that, if once a confiderable fettlement was made in the moll fouthern 
part of Terra Auftralis, the company might then fall into a large commerce in rhemoft 
valuable Eaft India goods, very probably gold, and fpices of all forts : yet I cannot 
think, that even thefe would fall within the exclufive provifo of their charter; for that 
was certainly intended to hinder their trading in fuch' goods as are' brought hither by 
our Eaft India Company; and I mull confefs I fee no difference, with refpeft to the 
intereft of that company, between our having cloves, cinnamon, and mace, by the 
South Sea Company’s Ihips from Juan Fernandez, and our receiving them from Holland, 
after the Dutch Eaft India Company’s fliips have brought them thither by the way oF 
the Cape of Good Hope. Sure I am they would come to us fooner by fome months 
by the way of Cape Horne. If this reafoning does not fatisfy people, but they ftill 
remain perfuaded, that the South Sea Company ought not to intermeddle with the 
Eaft India trade at all, I defire to know, why the Weft India merchants are allowed to 
import coffee from Jamaica, when it is well known, that the Eaft India Company can 
fupply the whole demand of this kingdom from Mocha ? If it be anfwered, that the 
Jamaica coffee comes cheaper, and is the growth of our own plantations, I reply, that 
thefe fpices will not only be cheaper but better, and be purchafed by our own manu¬ 
facturers j and thefe, I think, are the ftrongeft reafons that can be given. 

If it be demanded, what certainty I have, that fpices can be had from thence, I anfwer; 
all the certainty that in a thing of this nature can be reafonably expefted : Ferdinand 
de Quiros met with all forts of fpices in the country he difcovered j William Schovten, 
and Jaques le Maire, faw ginger and nutmegs ; fo did Dampier; and the author of 
Commodore Roggewein’s Voyage afferts, that the free burgeffes of Amboyna purchafe 
nutmegs from the natives of New Guinea for bits of iron. All therefore I contend 
for is, that thefe bits of iron may be fent them from Old England. 

The reafoti I recommend fettling on the fouth coaft of Terra Auftralis, if this defign 
fhould be profecuted, from Juan Fernandez, rather than the ifland of New Britain, 
which I mentioned before, is, becaufe that coaft is nearer, and is fituated in a better and 
pleafanter climate. Befides all which advantages, as it was never hitherto vifited by 
the Dutch, they cannot with any colour of juftice, take umbrage at our attempting 
luch a fettlement. To clofe then this fubjeft, the importance of which alone inclined 
me to fpend fo much of mine and the reader’s time about it: 

It is moft evident, that, if fuch a fettlement was made at Juan Fernandez, proper 
magazines erected, and a conftant correfpondence eftablilhed between that ifland and 
the Terra Auftralis, thefe three confequences mu ft abfolutely follow from thence : 
i. That a new trade would be opened, which muft carry off a great quantity of our 
goods and manufactures, that cannot, at prefent, be brought to any market, or at leaft 
not to fo good a market, as if there was a greater demand for them. 2. It would 
render this navigation, which is at prefent fo ftrange, and confequently fo terrible, to 
us, eafy and familiar; which might be attended with advantages that cannot be forefeen, 
efpecially ftnce there is, as I before obferved, in all probability another fouthern con¬ 
tinent, which is ftill to be difcovered. 3. It would greatly increafe our fliipping and 
our feamen, which are the true and natural ftrength of this country, extend our naval 
power, and raife the reputation of this nation; the moft diftant profpeft of which is 
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fufficient to warm the foul of any man who has the leaft regard for his country, with cou¬ 
rage fufficient to defpife the imputations that may be thrown upon him as a vifionary 
projector, for taking fo much pains about an affair that can tend fo little to his private 
advantage. We will now add a few words, with refpeft to the advantages arifing. 
from having thus digefted the hiftovy of circumnavigators, from the earlieft account of 
time to the prefent; and then fhut up the whole with another fe&ion, containing the 
laft circumnavigation by Rear-Admiral Anfon,. whofe voyage has at leaft fhewn, that, 
under a proper officer, Englilh feamen are able to atchieve as much as they ever did 5, 
and that is as much as was ever done by any nation in the world. 

It is a point that has always admitted fome debate, whether fcience ftands more 
indebted to fpeculation or praaice ; or, in other words, whether the greater difcoveries 
have been made by men of deep ftudy, or perfons of great experience in the inofl 
ufeful parts of knowledge. But this, I think, is a propofition that admits of no difpute 
at all, that the nobleft difcoveries have been the refult of a juft mixture of theory with 
pradice. It was from hence, that the very notion of failing round the earth took rife; 
and the ingenious Genoefe firft laid down this fyftem of the world, according to his 
conception, and then added the proofs derived from experience. It is much to be 
deplored, that we have not that plan of difcovery which the great Chriftopher Co¬ 
lumbus fent over thither by his brother Bartholomew to King Henry VII., for if we 
had we ffiould certainly find abundance of very curious observations, which might 
ftill be ufeful to mariners : for it appears clearly, from many little circumftances, that 
he was a perfon of univerfal genius, and, until bad ufage obliged him to take many 
precautions, very communicative. 

It was from this plan, as it had been communicated to the Portuguefe court, that the 
famous Magellan came to have fo juft notions of the poflibility of failing by the weft 
to the Eaft Indies; and there was a great deal of theory in the propofal made by that 
great man to the Emperor Charles V. Sir Francis Drake was a perfon of the fame 
genius, and of a like general knowledge ; and it is very remarkable, that thefe three 
great feamen met alfo with the fame fate; by which I mean, that they were con- 
ftantly purfued by envy while they lived, which hindered fo much notice being taken 
of their difcourfes and difcoveries as they deferved. But when the experience of fuc- 
ceeding times had verified many of their fay mgs, which had been confidered as vain 
and empty boaftings in their life-times, then pofterity began to pay a fuperftitious 
regard to whatever could be collected concerning them, and to admire all they deli¬ 
vered as oraculous. Our other difcoverer, Candiih, was likewife a man of great parts 
and great penetration, as well as a great fpirit; he had, undoubtedly, a mighty genius 
i'or difcoveries; but the prevailing notion of thofe times, that the only way to ferve 
the nation, was plundering the Spaniards, feems to have got the better of his defire to 
find out unknown countries; and made him choofe to be known to pofterity, rather 
as a gallant privateer than as an able feaman, though in truth he was both. 

After thefe follow Schovten and Le Maire, who were fitted out to make difcoveries ; 
and executed their cominiffion with equal capacity and fuccefs. If Le Maire had lived 
to return to Holland, and to have digefted into proper order his own accounts, we 
Ihould, without queftion, have received a much fuller and clearer, as well as a much 
more correct and fatisfaclory detail of them, than we have at prefent: though the 
voyage, as it is now publilhed, is, in all refpects, the belt, and the moil curious, of all 
the circumnavigators. This was, very probably, owing to the ill ufage he met with 
from the Dutch Eaft India Company ; which put Captain Schovten, and the relations 
of Le Maire, upon giving the world the beft information they could of what had been 

1 in 


tasjIian’s voyage of discovery. 


461 

in that voyage performed. Yet the fate of Le Maire had a much greater effeCt in 
difcouraging, than the fame of his difcoveries had in exciting, a fpirit of emulation 5 
fb that we may fafely fay, the feverity of the Eaft India Company in Holland extin- 
guiihed that generous defire of exploring unknown lands, which might otherwife have 
raifed the reputation, and extended the commerce of the republic much beyond what 
they have hitherto reached. This is fo true that for upwards of one hundred years, 
we hear of no Dutch voyage in purfuit of Le Maire’s difcoveries; and we fee, when 
Commodore Roggewein, in our own time, revived that noble defign, it was again 
cramped by the fame power that ftifled it before; and though the States did juft ice to 
the Weft India Company, and to the parties injured, yet the hardfhips they fuffered, 
and the plain proof they gave of the difficulties that mult be met with in the profecu- 
tion of fuch a defign, feem to have done the bufinefs ot the Eaft India Company, and- 
damped the fpirit of difcovery, for perhaps another century, in Holland. 

It is very obfervable, that all the mighty difcoveries that have been made arofe from 
thefe great men, who joined reafoning with praftice, and were men of genius and learn¬ 
ing, as well as Teamen. To Columbus we owe the finding America; to Magellan the 
paffing by the ftraits which bear his name, by a new route to the Eaft Indies; to Le 
Maire a more commodious paffage round Cape Horne, and without running up to Cali¬ 
fornia ; Sir Francis Drake too hinted the advantages that might arife by examining the 
north-weft fide of America ; and Candifh had fome notions of difcovering a paffage 
between China and Japan. As to the hiftory we have of Roggewein’s voyage, it 
affords fuch lights, as nothing but our own negligence can render ufelefs. But in the 
other voyages, whatever difcoveries we meet with are purely accidental, except it be 
Dampieris voyage to the coafls of New Holland and New Guinea, which was exprefsly 
made for difcoveries; and in which, if an abler man had been employed in conjunction 
with Darapier, we cannot doubt, that the interior and exterior of thofe countries would 
have been much better known than they are at prefent; becaufe fitch a perfon would 
rather have chofen to have refrefhed in the ill and of New Britain, or fome other 
country not vifited before, than at that of Timor, already fettled both by the Portu- 
guefe and the Dutch. 

In all attempts, therefore, of this fort, thofe men are fitted to be employed who, 
with competent abilities as Teamen, have likewife general capacities, are at leaft tolerably 
acquainted with other fciences, and have fettled judgments and folid underftandings. 
Thefe are the men from whom we are to expert the finifhing that great work which 
former circumnavigators have begun; I mean the difcovering every part and parcel 
of the globe, and the carrying to its utmoft perfection the admirable and ufeful lcience 
of navigation. 

It is, however, a piece of juftice due to the memory of thefe great men, to acknow¬ 
ledge, that we are equally encouraged by their examples, and guided by their difeo- 
venes. We owe to them the being freed, not only from the errors, but from the 
doubts and difficulties, with which former ages were oppreffed: to them we Hand 
indebted for the difcovery of the belt part of the world, which was entirely unknown 
to the ancients, particularly fome part of the eaftern, moft of the fouthern, and all 
the weft era hemifphere: from them we have learned, that the earth is furrounded by 
the ocean*.and that all the countries under the torrid zone are inhabited ; and that s 
quite contrary to the notions that were formerly entertained, they are very far from 
being the moft fultry climate in the world, thofe within a few degrees of the tropics, 
though habitable, being much more hot, for reafons which have been eltewheie ex-, 
plained. By their voyages, and efpecially by the obfervations of Columbus, we have 
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been taught the general motion of the fea, the reafon of it, and the caufe and differ¬ 
ence of currents in particular places $ to which we may add the doctrine of tides, which 
were very im perfectly known, even by the greateft men in former times, whofe 
accounts have been found equally repugnant to reafott and experience. 

By their obfervations, we have acquired a great knowledge as to the nature and 
variation of winds, particularly the monfbons, or trade-winds, and other periodical 
winds, of which the ancients had not the lea ft conception: and by thefe helps we not 
only have it in our power to proceed much farther in our difeoveries, but we are like- 
wife delivered from a multitude of groundlefs appreheniions, that frighted them from 
profecuting difeoveries. We give no credit now to the fables, that not only amufed 
antiquity,but even obtained credit within a few generations. The authority of Pliny will 
not perfuade us that there are any nations without heads, whofe eyes and mouths are 
in their breafts, or that the Arimafpi have only one eye, fixed in their forehead, and 
that they are perpetually at war with the Griffins* who guard hidden treafures 5 or that 
there are nations that have long hairy tails, and grin like monkeys. No traveller can 
make us believe, that, under the torrid zone, there are a nation, every man of which 
has one large flat foot, with which, lying upon his back, he covers himfelf from the 
fun. In this refpe£t we have the fame advantage over the ancients that men have over 
children; and we cannot refleft without amazement, on men’s having fo much know¬ 
ledge and learning in other refpe£ts, with fuch childifh underloadings in thefe. 

By the labours of thefe great men, in the two laft centuries, we are taught to know 
what we feek, and how it is to be fought. We know, for example, what parts of the 
north are yet undifeovered, and alfo what parts of the fouth. We can form a 
very certain judgment of the climate of countries undifeovered, and can forefee the 
advantages that will refult from difeoveries before they are made j all which are pro¬ 
digious advantages, and ought certainly to animate us in our fearches. I might add 
to this, the great benefits we receive from our more pcrfeSt acquaintance with the pro¬ 
perties of the loadftone, and from the furprifing accuracy of afironomical obfervations ; 
to which I may add the phyfical difeoveries made of late years, in relation to the figure 
of the earth; all of which are the refult of the lights which thefe great men have 
given us. 

It is true, that fome of the zealous defenders of the ancients, and fome of the great 
admirers of the eaftern nations, difpute thefe fa£ts; and would have us believe that 
alrnoft every thing was known to the old philofopliers, and not only known but prac- 
tifed, by the Chinefe, long before the time of the great men to whom we aferibe them. 
But the difference between their aflertions and ours is, that we fully prove the fa£ts 
we allege, whereas they produce no evidence at all: for inftance, Albertus Magnus 
fays, that Ariftotle wrote an exprefs treatife on the direction of the loadftone ; but 
nobody ever faw that treatife, nor was it ever heard of by any of the reft of his com¬ 
mentators. We have in our hands fome of the beft performances of antiquity, in 
regard to geography ; and any man who has eyes, and is at all acquainted with that 
fcience, can very eafily difeern, how far they fall fhort of maps that were made even 
an hundred years ago. The celebrated Voffius, and the reft of the admirers of the 
Chinefe, who, by the way, derived all their knowledge from hearfay, may teftify, in as 
flrong terms as they think fit, their contempt for the weftern fages, and their high 
opinion of thofe in the eaft; but till they prove to us that their favourite Chinefe made 
any voyages comparable to the Europeans, before the difeovery of a pafiage to China 
by the Cape of Good Hope, they will excufe us from believing them. Befides, if the 
ancients had all this knowledge, how came it not to difplay ttfelf in their performances? 
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How came they to make fuch difficulties of what are now efteemed trifles ? And how 
came they never to maake any voyages, by choice at lead, that were out of fight of 
land? Again, with refpeft to the Chinefe, if they excel us fo much in knowledge, 
how came the miffionaries to be fo much admired for their fuperior fkill in the fciences ? 
But to cut the matter fhort, we are not difputing now about fpeculative points of 
fdence, but as to the practical application of it; in which, I think, there is no doubt 
that the modern inhabitants of the weftern parts of the world excel, and excel chiefly 
from the labours and difcoveries of thefe great and ingenious men, who applied their 
abilities to the improvement of ufeful arts, for the particular benefit of their country¬ 
men, and to the common good of mankind; which chara&er is Hot derived from 
any prejudice of ours, either againft the ancients, or the oriental nations; but is 
founded in fa&s of public notoriety, and on general experience, which are a kind of 
evidence not to be controverted or contradicted. 

We are ftill, however, in feveral refpe&s Ihort of perfeftion ; and there are many 
things left to exercife the fagacity, penetration, and application of this, and of fucceed- 
ing ages: for inftance, the paffages to the north-eaft and north-weft are yet unknown; 
there is a great part of the fouthern continent undifcovered; we are, in a maimer, igno¬ 
rant of what lies between America and Japan, and all beyond that country lies buried in 
obfcurity, perhaps in greater obfcurity than it was an age ago; fo that there is ftill room 
for performing great things, which, in their confequences, perhaps, might prove greater 
than can well be imagined. I fay nothing of the difcoveries that yet remain, with regard 
to inland countries, becaufe thefe fall properly under another head, I mean that of 
Travels. But it will be time enough to think of penetrating into the heart of coun¬ 
tries, when we have difcovered the fea-coafts of the whole globe, towards which the 
voyages recorded in this chapter have fo far advanced already. But the only means 
to arrive at thefe great ends, and to tranfmit to pofterity a fame approaching, at lealt 
in iome meafure, to that of our anceftors, is to revive and reftore that glorious fpirit 
which led them to fuch great exploits; and the moft natural method of doing this, is 
to collefl: and preferve the memory of their exploits, that they may ferve at once to 
excite our imitation, encourage our endeavours, and point out to us how they may be 
bell employed, and with the greateft probability of fuccefs. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF NEW HOLLAND AND THE ADJACENT 

ISLANDS. 

BY CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAM PIER* 


H AVING defcribed his voyage from Brazil to New Holland, this celebrated navi¬ 
gator thus proceeds : 

About the latitude of 26° fouth we faw an opening, and ran in, hoping to find a 
harbour there; but when we came toils mouth, which was about two leagues wide, we 
faw rocks and foul ground within, and therefore flood out again ; there we had twenty 
fathom water within two miles of the fliore: the land every where appeared pretty low, 
flat and even, but with fteep cliffs to the fea, and when we came near it there were no 
trees, fhrubs, or grafs to be feen. The foundings in the latitude of 26° fouth, from 
about eight or nine leagues off till you come within a league of the fliore, are gene¬ 
rally about forty fathoms, differing but little, feldom above three or four fathoms; but 
the lead brings up very different forts of fand, feme coarfe, feme fine, and of feveral 
colours, as yellow, white, grey, brown, blueiih and reddifh. 

When I faw there was n<> harbour here, nor good anchoring, I flood off to fea 
again in the evening of the 2d of Auguft, fearing a ftorm on a lee-fhore, in a place where 
there was no fhelter, and defiring at leaft to have fea-room, for the clouds began to 
grow thick in the weftern board, and the wind was already there, and began to blow 
frelh almoft upon the fliore, which at this place lies along north north-weft and fouth 
fouth-eaft. By nine o’clock at night we got a pretty good offing; but the wind ftill in- 
creafing, I took in my main top-fail, being able to carry no more fail than two courfes 
and the mizen. At two in the morning, Auguft 3d, it blew very hard, and the fea was 
much raifed, fo that I furled all my fails but my mainfail, though the wind blew fo 
hard, vve had pretty clear weather till noon; but then the whole iky was blackened 
with thick clouds, and we had fome rain, which would laft a quarter of an hour at a 
time, and then it would blow very fierce while the fqualls of rain were over our 
heads, but as foon as they were gone the wind was by much abated, the ftrefs of the ftorm 
being over: we founded feveral times, but had no ground rill eight o'clock, Auguft the 
4th, in the evening, and then had fixty fathom water, coral-ground. At ten we had fifty- 
fix fathom fine fand. At twelve we had fifty-five fathom fine fand,of a pale blueiih colour. 
It was now pretty moderate weather, yet I made no fail till morning, but then the 
wind veering about to the fouth-weft, I made fail and flood to the north, and at eleven 
o’clock the next day, Auguft 5th, we faw land again, at about ten leagues diftant. 
This noon we were in latitude 25° yj, and in the afternoon our cook died, an old 
man, who had been fick a great while, being infirm before we came out of England. 


* Dampiei’s Voyages, iii. 82. edit. 1729. 
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The £>th of Auguft, in the morning, we faw an opening in the land, and we ran into 
it, and anchored in feven and a half fathom water, two miles from the fliore, clean 
land. It was fomewhat difficult getting in here, by reafon of many flioals we met with : 
but I fent my boat founding before me. The mouth of this found, which I called 
Shark’s Bay, lies in about 25" fouth latitude, and our reckoning made its longitude 
from the Cape of Good Hope to be about 87% which is lefs by one hundred and ninety- 
five leagues than is ufually laid down in our common draughts, if our reckoning was 
right, and our glaffes did not deceive us. Asfoon as I came to anchor in this bay, 1 lent 
my boat affiore to feek for frefh water; but in the evening my men returned, having 
found none. The next morning I went affiore inyfelf, carrying pick-axes and (hovels 
with me, to dig for water, and axes to cut wood. We tried in feveral places for water, 
but finding none after feveral trials, nor in feveral miles compafs, we left any farther 
fearch for it, and fpending the reft of the day in cutting wood, we went aboard at 
night. 

The land is of an indifferent height, fo that it may be feen nine or ten leagues off. 
It appears at a diftance very even ; but as you come nigher you find there are many 
gentle rifings, though none deep or high. It is all a fteep ffiore againft the open tea ; 
but in this bay or found we were now in, the land is low by the fea-fide, rifing gradually 
in with the land. The mould is fand by the fea-fide, producing a large fort of 
fampier, which bears a white flower. Farther in, the mould is reddiffi, a fort of fand 
producing foine grafs, plants, and ffirubs. The grafs grows in great tufts, as big as a 
buffiel, here and there a tuft; being intermixed with much heath, much of the kind we 
have growing on our commons in England. Of trees or fiirubs here are divers forts ; 
but none above ten feet high : their bodies about three feet about, and five or 
fix feet high before you come to the branches, which are buffiy and compofed of 
fmall twigs there fpreading abroad, though thick fet, and full of leaves, which were 
moftly long and narrow : the colour of the leaves was on one fide whitiffi, and on the 
other green; and the bark of the trees was generally of the fame colour with the 
leaves, of a pale green. Some of thefe trees were fweet-fcented, and reddifh within 
the bark, like faffafras, but redder. Moft of the trees and flirubs had at this time either 
bloffoms or berries on them. The- bloffoms of the different forts of trees were of fe¬ 
veral colours, as red, white, yellow, &c. but moftly blue; and thefe generally fmelt 
very fweet and fragrant, as did fome alfo of the reft : there were alio befide fome 
plants, herbs, and tall flowei's, fome very fmall flowers growing on the ground, that 
were fweet and beautiful, and for the moft part unlike any I had teen £lfewhere. 

_ 1 here were but few land fowls; we faw none but eagles, of the larger forts of 
birds ; but five or fix forts of fmall birds : the biggeft fort of thefe were not bigger 
than larks, fome no bigger than wrens, all Tinging with great variety of fine flirill notes; 
and we faw fome of their nefts with young ones in them. The water-fowls are ducks 
{which had young ones now, this being the beginning of the fpring in thefe parts), 
curlews, galdens, crab-catchers, cormorants, gulls, pelicans, and fome water-fowl, 
fuch as I have not feen any where befides. 

The land animals that we faw here were only a fort of raccoons, different from thofe 
of the Weft-Indies, chiefly as to their legs, for thefe have very ffiort fore legs, but go 
jumping upon them as the others do (and like them are very good meat), and a fort 
of guanos, of the fame ffiape and fize with other guanos defcribed, but differing 
from them in three remarkable particulars; for thefe had a larger and uglier head, 
and had no tail, and at the rump, inftead of the tail there, they had a ftump of a tail, 
which appeared like another head, but not really fuch, being without mouth or eyes; 
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yeffthis creature Teemed by this means to have a head at each end, and, which maybe 
reckoned a fourth difference, the legs alfo feemed all four of them to be fo2 e-legs, 
being all alike in fhape and length, and Teeming by the joints and bending to be made 
*as if they were to go indifferently either head or tail forerooft \ they were fpecklea 
black and yellow like toads, and had fcales or knobs on their backs like thole of cro¬ 
codiles, plated on to the fkin, or ftuck into it, as part of the fkin: they are very flow 
in motion \ and when a man comes nigh them they will If and ftill and hifs, not endea¬ 
vouring to get away: their livers are alfo fpotted black and yellow * 7 and the body, 
when opened, hath a very unfavory fmell. I did never fee inch ugly creatures any 
where but here. The guanos I have obferved to be very good meat, and I have 
often eaten of them with pleafure ; but though I have eaten of fnakes, crocodiles and 
alligators, and many creatures that look frightfully enough, and there are but few I 
fhould have been afraid to eat of, if preft by hunger, yet 1 think my flomach would 
fcarce have ferved to venture upon thefe New Holland guanos, both the looks and 
the fmell of them being fo offenfive. 

The fea-fifh that we faw here (for here was no river, land or pond of frefh water 
to be feen), are chiefly fliarks : there are abundance of them in this particular found, 
that I therefore gave it the name of Sharks Bay. Here are alfo fkates, thornbacks, 
and other fifh of the ray kind (one fort efpecially like the fea-devil), and gar-fifli, 
bonetas, &c. Of fhell-fifh we got here mufcles, periwinkles, limpits, oyilers, both 
of the pearl kind and alfo eating oyftf$S| as well the common fort as long oyilers, be- 
fide cockles, &c. The fhore was lined thick with many other forts of very ftrange 
and beautiful fhells for variety of colour and fliape, mod finely fpotted with red, black 
or yellow, &c. fuch as I have not feen any where but at this place. I brought away 
a great many of them, but loft all except a very few, and thofe not of the befh 

There are alfo fome green turtle weighing about two hundred pounds. Oi thefe we 
caught two, which the water ebbing had left behind a ledge of rock, which they could 
not creep over. Thefe ferved all my company two days, and they were indifferent 
Tweet meat. Of the lharks we caught a great many, which our men eat very favpunly* 
Among them we caught one which was eleven feet long. 1 he fpaee between us two 
eyes was twenty inches, and eighteen indies from one corner of his mouth to the 
other. Its maw was like a leather fack, very thick, and fo tough that a fhaip knife 
could fcarce cut it, in which we found the head and bones of a hippopotamus, the 
hairy lips of which were ftill found and not putrified, and the jaw was alfo firm, out 
of which we plucked a great many teeth, two of them eight inches long, and as big 
as a man’s thumb, fmall at one end, and a little crooked, the reft not above half fa 
long. The maw was full of jelly, which flank extremely : however I faved for a while 
the teeth and the fhark’s jaw \ the fiefh of it was divided among my men, and they 
took care that no wafte fhould be made of it. 

It was the 7th of Auguft when we came into Shark’s-Bay, in which we an¬ 
chored at three feveral places, and ftaid at the firftof them (on the weft Tide of the 
bay) till the nth j during which time we fearched about, as I faid, for frefh water, 
digging wells, but to no purpofe; however, we cut good ftore of fire-wood at this 
firfl anchoring-place, and my company were all here very well refrefhed with raccoons, 
turtle, fhark, and other fifli, and fome fowls, fo that we were now all much brifker than 
when we came in hither ; yet ftill I was for {landing farther into the bay, partly becaufe 
X had a mind to increafe my flock of frefh water, which was began to be low, and 
partly for the fake of difeovering this part of the coafl. I was invited to go further, 
by feeing from this anchoring place all open before me, which therefore I defigned to 
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fearch before I left the bay: fo on the i ith, about noon, I fleered farther in, with an 
eafy fail, becaufe we had but {hallow water ; we kept therefore good looking out for 
fear of fhoals, foraetimes lhortening, fometiraes deepening the water. About two in 
the afternoon we faw the land a-head that makes the fourh of the bay, and before 
night we had again {holdings from that fhore, and therefore Ihortened fail and Hood off 
and on all night, under two topfails, continually founding, having never more than 
ten fathom, and feldom leis than feven, 1 he water deepened and Iholdned lb very 
gently, that in heaving the lead five or fix times we Ihould fcarce have a foot difference. 
When we came into feven fathom either way, we prefently went about. . From this 
fouth part of the bay we could not fee the land from whence vve came in the afternoon; 
and this land we found to be an ifland of three or four leagues long, but it appearing 
barren, I did not ftriveto go nearer it, and the rather becaufe the winds would not permit 
us to do it without much trouble, and at the openings the water was generally fhoal: 

I therefore made no farther attempts in this fouth-wclt and fouth part of the bay, but 
fteered away to the eaftward, to fee if there was any land that way, for as yet we had 
feen none there- On the 12th, in the morning, we paffed by the north point of that 
land, and were confirmed in the perfualion of its being an ifland, by feeing an opening 
to the ealt of it, as we had done on the weft. Having fair weather, a fmall gale and 
fmooth water, we Hood further on in the bay, to fee what land was on the eaft of it. 
Our foundings at firft were feven fathom, which held fo a great while, but at length 
it decreafed to fix. Then we faw the land right a-head. We could not come near it 
with the fhip, having but fhoal water, and it being dangerous lying there, and the land 
extraordinary low, very unlikely to have frefli water (though'it had a few trees on it, 
feeraingly mangroves), and much of it probably covered 'at highwater, I Hood out 
again that afternoon, deepening the water, and before night anchored in eight fathom, 
clean white fand, about the middle of the bay. The next day we got up our anchor, 
and that afternoon came to an anchor once more near two iflands and a flioal of coral 
rocks that face the bay. Here I icrubbcd my fhip 5 and finding it very improbable I 
ihould get any further here, I made the bell of my way out to fea again, founding all 
the way, but finding, by the fliallownefs of the water, that there was no going out to 
fea to the call of the two iflands that face the bay, nor between them, I returned to 
the weft entrance, going out by the fame*way I came in at, only on the eaft* inftead of 
the weft fide ot the final I fhoal: in which channel we had ten, twelve, and thirteen 
fathom water, ftill deepening upon us dll we were out at fea. The day before we came 
out I lent a boat a-lhore to the moft northerly of the two iflands, which is the leaft of 
them, catching many fmall fifh in the mean while with hook and line : the boat’s crew 
returning, told me that the ifle produces nothing but a fort of green, fliort, hard prickly 
grafs, affording neither wood nor frelh water, and that a fea broke between the two 
iflands, a fign that the water was {hallow. They faw a large turtle, and many {kates 
and thornbacks, but caught none. 

It was Auguft the 14th when I failed out of this bay or found, the mouth of which 
lies, as I faid, in 25 0 5', defigning to coaft along to the north-eaft till I might commo- 
dioufly put in at fome other port of New Holland. In palling out we faw three water- 
lerpents fwimming about in the fea, of a yellow colour, fpotted \«th dark brown fpots ; 
they were each about four foot long, and about the bignefs of a man’s wrift, and were 
the firft 1 faw on this coaft, which abounds with feveral forts of them j we had the 
winds at our firft coming out at north, and the land lying north-eafterly; we plied 
off and on, getting forward but little till the next day, when the wind coming at fouth- 
fouth-well and fouth, we began to coaft it along the fhore on the northward, keeping 
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at fix or feven leagues off fhore, and founding often, we had between forty and forty- 
fix fathom water, brown fand, with feme white fhelis. I his 15th of Auguft we were 
in latitude 24° 41'. On the 16th day, at noon, wewere in 23° 22'. Thewind coming 
at eafl by north, we could not keep the Ihore aboard, but were forced to go farther 
off, and loft fight of the land ; then founding we had no ground with eighty fathom 
line; however the wind fhortly after came about again to the fouthward, and then we 
jogged on again to the northward, and faw many fmall dolphins and whales, and 
abundance of fcuttle-fhells fvvimming on the fca, and feme water-fnakes every day. 
The i7lh we faw the land again, and took a fight of it. 

The 18th, in the afternoon, being three or four leagues ofr more, I faw a fhoal- 
polnt ftretching from the land into the fea, a league or more ; the fea broke high on 
ft by which I faw plainly there was a fhoal there. 1 flood farther oft, and coafted 
alone fhore, to about {even or eight leagues diftance; and at twelve o’clock at night 
we founded, and had but twenty fathom hard fand. By this 1 found I was upon another 
Ihoal and fo prefently fleered of welt half an hour, and Jiad then forty fathom. At 
one in the morning of the 18th day we had eighty-five fathom; by two we could 
find no ground, and then 1 ventured to fleer along fhore again due north, which is two 
points wade of the coafl (that lies north-north-eaft) for fear of another fhoal. I would 
not be too far off from the land, being defirous to fearch into it wherever I fhomd find 
an opening or anv convenience of fearching about for water, &c. When we were oft 
the fhoal-point I mentioned where we had but twenty fathom water, we had in the night 
abundance of whales about the fhip, fome a-head,. others a-ftern, and fome on each 
fide blowing and making a very diftnal noife, but when we came out again into deeper 
water they Feft us; indeed, the noife that they made by blowing and dafhmg of the 
fea with their tails, making it all of a breach and foam, was very dreadful to us, like 
the breach of the waves in very fhoal-water, or among rocks, ihe fhoal theie whales 
were upon had depth of water fufficient, no lefs than twenty fathom, as I laid, and it 
lies in latitude 22 0 22'. The fhore was generally bold all along; we had met with 
no fhoal at fea fincc the Abrohlo-fhoal, when we firft fell on the New Holland waft 
in the latitude of twenty-eight, till yeflerday in the afternoon, and this night, lhis 
morning alfo, when we expected by the draught we had with us to have been eleven 
leagues off fhore, we were but four, fo that either our draughts were faulty, which 
yet hitherto and afterwards we found true enough as to the lying of the coafl or elfe 
here was a tide unknown to us that deceived us, though we had found veiy little at 
any tide on this coafl hitherto; as to our winds in the coaftmg thus far as we had 
been within the verge of the general trade (though interrupted by the florm 1 men¬ 
tioned'), from the latitude of 28, when we firft fell in with the coafl, and by 
that time we were in the latitude of 25, wc had ufually the regular trade wind (which 
is here fouth-foutlveafi:), when we were at any diftance from fhore ; but we had often 
fea and land breezes, elpecially when near fhore, and when in Shark’s-Bay, and nad 
a particular north-weft wind or florm that fet us in thither. On this 18 th of Auguft 
we coafted with a brifk gale of the true trade wind at fouth-foutli-caft, very fan ana 
dear weather; but hauling off in the evening to fea, were next morning out of fight 
of land ; and the laftd now trending away north-eaflerly, and we being to the north¬ 
ward of it, and the wind alfo fhrinking from the fouth-fouth-eaft to the eall-fouth-eaft 
/ t hat is from the true trade-wind to the fea-breeze, as the land now lay), we could 
not get’in with the land again yet-a while, fo as to fee it, though we trimmed (harp and 
k-pt dofe on a wind. We were this 19th day in latitude 21° 42'. r l he 20th we were 

in latitude 19° 37', and kept dole on a wind to get fight of the land again, but could 
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not yet fee it. We had very fair weather; and though we were fo far from the land 
as to be out of fight of it, yet we had the fea and land breezes. In the night we had 
the land-breeze at fouth-fouth-eaft a fmall gentle gale, which in the morning 
about fun-riling” would fhift about gradually (and withal increafing in ftrength) till 
about noon, we fliould have it at eaft-fouth-eaft, which is the true fea-breeze here ; 
then it would blow a brilk gale, fo that we could fcarce carry our top-fails double 
reefed; and it would continue thus till three in the afternoon, when it would decreafe 
again. The weather was fair all the while, not a cloud to be feen, but very hazy, 
especially nigh the horizon./ We founded feveral times this 20th day, and at firft 
had no ground, but had afterwards from fifty-two to forty-five fathom, coari'e 
brown fand, mixt with fmall brown and white Hones, with dints befides in the 
tallow. 

The 21 ft day alfo we had fmall land-breezes in the night, and fea-breezes in the 
day ; and as we faw fome fea-fnakes every day, fo this day we faw a great many, oi 
two different forts or fhapes; one fort was yellow, and about the bignefs of a man’s 
wrift, about four feet long, having a flat tail about four fingers broad ; the other fort 
was much fmaller and fhorter, round and fpotted black and yellow: this day we 
founded feveral times, and had forty-five fathom fand; we did not make the 
land till noon, and then faw it firft from our topmaft-head; it bore fouth-eaft by 
eaft about nine leagues diftance, and it appeared like a cape or head of land; the fea- 
breeze this day was not fo ftrong as the day before, and it veered out more, fo that 
we had a fair wind to run in with to the fhore, and at funfet anchored in twenty 
fathom, clean fand, about five leagues from the Bluff-point, which was not a cape 
(as it appeared at a great diftance), but the eafternmoft end of an ifland, about five or 
fix leagues in length, and one in breadth.. There were three or four rocky iflands 
about a league from us between us and the bluff point ;• and we faw many other iflands 
both to the eaft and weft of it, as far as we could fee either way from our top-niaft* 
head; and all within them to the fouth there was nothing but iflands of a pretty 
height, that may be feen eight or nine leagues off; by what we faw of them they 
muft have been a range of iflands of about twenty leagues in length, ftretching from 
eaft-north-eaft to weft-fouth-weft and for ought I know, as far as to thofe of 
Shark’s-Bay, and to a confiderable breadth alfo, for we could fee nine or ten leagues 
In among them) towards the continent or main land of New Holland, if there be any 
fuch thing hereabouts; and by the great tides I met with a while afterwards, more to 
the north-eaft, I had a ftrong fufpicion that here might be a kind of archipelago of 
iflands, and a paffage poffibly to the fouth of New Holland and New Guinea into the 
great South Sea eaftward, which 1 had thoughts alfo of attempting in my return from 
New Guinea, had circumftances permitted, and told my officers fo; but I would not 
attempt it at this time, becaufe we-wanted water, and could not depend upon finding 
it there. This place is in the latitude of 20° 21', but in the draught that I had of this 
eoaft, which was Taftnan’s, it was laid down in 19 0 50', and the fhore is laid down 
as all along joining in one body or continent, with fome openings appearing like 
rivers, and not like iflands, as really they are. This place lies more northerly by 
40' than is laid down in Mr. Tafman’s draught; and befide its being made a firm 
continued land, only with fome openings like the mouths of rivers, 1 found the 
foundings alfo different from what the pricked line of his courfe fliews them, and 
generally fhallower than he makes them-; which inclines me to think that he came 
not fo near the fhore as his line fhews, and fo had deeper foundings, and could not 
fo well diftinguilh the iflands; his meridian or difference of longitude from Shark s» 


DAM PI fifths ACCOUNT OF NFW HOLLAND* 

Bay, agrees well enough with my account, which is two hundred and thirty two 
leagues, though we differ irf latitude; and to confirm my conjedure that the line of 
his courfe is made too near the fhore, at leaft not far to the eall of this place, the 
water is there fo fhallow that he could not come there fo nigh. 

But to proceed ; in the night we had a finall land-breeze, and in the morning I 
weighed anchor, defigning to run in among the iflands, for they had large channels 
between them, of a league wide at leaft, and feme two 01 thice leagues wide; I lent 
in my boat before to found, and if they found fhoal-water to return again, but if they 
found water enough, to go afhore on one of the iflands, and ftay till the fhip came in, 
where they might in the mean time fearch for water; fo we followed after with the 
fhip, founding as we went in, and had twenty fathom, till within two leagues of the 
Bluff-head, and then we had fhoal water, and very uncertain foundings ; yet we ran 
in (till with an eafy fail, founding and looking out well, for this was dangerous work. 
When we came abreaft of the Bluff-head, and about two miles from it, we had but 
feven fathom; then we edged away from it, but had no more water, and running in a 
little farther, we had but four fathoms, fo we anchored immediately; and yet when 
we had veered out a third of a cable we had feven fathom water again, fo un¬ 
certain was the water. My boat came immediately on board, and told me that the 
ifland was very rocky and dry, and they had little hopes of finding water there: I 
fent them to found, and bade them, if they found a channel of eight or ten fathom 
water, to keep on, and we would follow with the fhip. We were now about four 
leagues within the outer fmall rocky iflands, but ftill could fee nothing but iflands 
within us, feme five or fix leagues long, others not above a mile round. The large 
iflands were pretty high; but all appeared dry, and moftly rocky and barren. The 
rocks looked of a rufty yellow colour, and therefore I defpaired of getting water on 
any of them ; but was in feme hopes of finding a channel to run in beyond all thefe 
iflands, could I have fpent time here, and either got to the main of New Holland, or 
find out feme other iflands that might afford us water and other refrefhinents _; befides, 
that among fo many iflands, we might have found feme fort of rich mineral, or 
ambergreafe, it being a good latitude for both thefe. But we had not failed above a 
league farther before our water grew fhoaler again, and then we anchored in fix fathom 
li<ird fand 

We were now on the inner fide of the lfiand, on whofe outfide is the Bluff-point. We 
rode a league from the ifland, and I prefently went afhore, and carried fhovels to dig 
for water, but found none. There grow here two or three forts of fhrubs, one juft 
like rofemary, and therefore I called this Rofemary Ifland; it grew in great plenty 
here, but had no fmell; feme of the other fhrubs had blue and yellow flowers; and we 
found two forts of grain like beans ; the one grew on bufhes, the other on a fort of 
a creeping vine that" runs along on the ground, having very thick broad leaves, and 
the bloffom like a bean bloffom, but much larger, and of a deep red colour, looking 
very beautiful. We faw here feme cormorants, gulls, crabcatchers, &c. a few fmall 
land-birds, and a fort of white parrots, which flew a great many together. We found 
feme fhell-fifli, viz. limpits, perriwinkles, and abundance of fmall oyfters growing on 
the rocks, which were very fweet. In the fea we faw ferae green turtle, many fharks, 
and abundance of water-fnakes of feveral forts and fizes. The ftones were all of rufty 
colours and ponderous* 

We faw a fmoak on an ifland three or four leagues off; and here alfo the bufhes 
had been burned, but we found no other fign of inhabitants. It was probable, that 
on the ifland where the fmoak was there were inhabitants, and frefh water for them. 

In 
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In the evening I went aboard, and confulted with my officers whether it was heft to fend 
thither, or to fearch among any other of thefe iflands with my boat, or elfe go from 
hence, and coaft along ffiore with the ffiip, till we could find fome better place than 
this was to ride in, where we had fhoal water, and lay expofed to winds and tides. 
They all agreed to go from hence; fo I gave orders to weigh in the .morning as foon 
as it fhould be light, and to get out with the land-breeze* 

Accordingly, Auguft the 23d, at five in the morning we ran out, having a pretty 
frefh land-breeze at fouth-fouth-eaft. By eight o'clock we were got out, and very 
feafonably, for before nine the fea-breeze came on us very ftrong, and increafing, we 
took in our top-fails and flood off under two courfes and a mizen, this being as 
much fail as we could carry* The fky was clear, there being not one cloud to be feen ; 
but the horizon appeared very hazy, and the fun at fetting the night before, and this 
morning at riling, appeared very red* The wind continued very ftrong till twelve, 
then it began to abate ; I have feldorn met with a (tronger breeze* Thefe ftrong fea- 
breezes lalted thus in their turns three or four days* They fprung up with the fun- 
rife ; by nine o’clock they were very flrong, and fo continued till noon, when they 
began to abate ; and by fun-fet there was little wind, or a calm till the land-breezes 
came, which we fhould certainly have in the morning about one or two o’clock* The 
land-breezes were between the fouth-fo nth-weft and fouth-fouth-eaft: thefeaffireezes 
between the eaft*north-eaft and north-north-eafl. I11 the night while calm, we fifiied 
with hook and line, and caught good ftore of fifh, viz* fnappers, breams, old-wives, and 
dog-fifh. When thefe Iaft came we feldom caught any others ; for if they did not 
drive away the other fifh, yet they would be fure to keep them from taking our hooks, 
for they would firft have them themfdves, biting very greedily. We caught alfo a 
monk-bib, of which I brought home the picture* 

On the 25th of Auguft, weftili coafted along fhore, that we might the better fee any 
opening ; kept founding, and had about twenty fathom dean fand* The 26th day, 
being about four leagues off fhore, the water began gradually to fholden from twenty 
to fourteen fathom* I was edging in a little towards the land, thinking to have 
anchored; but prefently after the water decfreafed almoft at once, till we had but five 
fathom* I durft therefore adventure no farther, but fleered out the fame way that we 
came in ; and in a fhort time had ten fathom (being then about four leagues and a half 
from the ffiore) and even foundings* I fleered away eaft-north-eaft, coafting along as 
the land lies. This day the fea-breezes began to be very moderate again, and we made 
the beft of our way along ffiore, only in the night edging off a little for fear of ffioals. 
Ever flnce we left Shark's Bay we had fair clear weather, and fo for a great while flill* 
The 27th day, we had twenty fathom water all night, yet we could not fee land till 
one in the afternoon from our topmaft-head* By three we could juft difcern land from 
our quarter-deck ; we had then fixteen fathom* The wind was at north, and we 
fleered eaft-by-north, which is but one point in on the land; yet we decreafed our 
water very fall: for at four we had but nine fathom; the next cafl but feven, which 
frightened us; and we then tacked inftantly and flood off; but in a fhort time the 
wind coming at north-weft and weft-north-weft, we tacked again, and lleered north- 
north-eaft, and then deepened our water again, and had all night from fifteen to twenty 
fathom* 

. The 28th day we had between twenty and forty fathom* We faw no land this day, 
but faw a great many fnakes and fome whales* We faw alia fome boobies, and 
noddy-birds ; and in the night caught one of thefe laft* It was of another ftiape and 
colour than any I had feen before* It had a fmall long bill, as ail of them have, fiat 
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feet like ducks feet, its tail forked like a fwallow, but longer and broader, and t be fork 
deeper than that of the fwallow, with very long wings ; the top or‘crown of t he head 
of this noddy was coal-black, having alfo finall black ftreaks round about and clofe to 
the eyes; and round thefe ftreaks on each fide, a pretty broad white circle. The breaft, 
belly, and under-part of the wings of this noddy were white , and the back and upper- 
part of its wings of a faint black or fmoak colour. Noddies are feen in moft places 
between the tropics, as well in the Eaft Indies and on the coaft of Brazil, as in the Weft 
Indies. They reft afliore at night, and therefore we never fee them far at fea, not 
above twenty or thirty leagues, unlefs driven off in a ftorm. When they come about 
a flilp they commonly perch in the night, and will fit ftill till they are taken by the Tea¬ 
men. They build on cliffs againft the fea or rocks. 

The 30th day, being in latitude 18 0 rji', we made the land again, and faw many 
great findkes near the fhore ; and having fair weather and moderate breezes, I fleered 
in towards it. At four in the afternoon I anchored in eight fathom water, dear fand, 
about three leagues and a half from the ffiore. I prefently fent my boat to found 
nearer in, and they found ten fathom about a mile farther in ; and from thence ftill 
farther in the water decreafed gradually to nine, eight, feven, and at two miles diftance 
to fix fathom. This evening we faw an eclipfe of the moon, but it was abating before 
the moon appeared to us ; for the horizon was very hazy, fo that we could not fee the 
moon till flie had been half an hour above the horizon : and at two hours twenty-two 
minutes after fun-fet, by the reckoning of our glafles, the eclipfe was quite gone, which 
was not of many digits. The moon’s centre was then 33 0 40' high. 

The 31ft of Augnft betimes in the morning I went afliore with ten or eleven men fo 
fearch for water. We went armed with mufkets and cutlaffes for our defence, ex¬ 
pecting to fee people there; and carried alfo fliovels and pickaxes to dig wells. When 
we came near the fhore we faw three tall black naked men on the fandy bay a-head of 
ns: but as we rowed in, they went away. When we were landed, I fent the boat with 
two men in her to lie a little from the Ihore at an anchor, to prevent being feized ; 
while the reft of us went after the three black men, who were now got on the top of a 
final 1 hill about a quarter of a mile from us, with eight or nine men more in their 
company. They feeing us coming, ran away. When we came on the top of the hill 
where they firft flood we faw a plain favannah, about half a mile from us, farther -in 
from the fea. There were feveral things like hay-cocks, ftanding in the favannah, 
which at a diftance we thought were houfes, looking juft like the Hottentots’ houfes at 
the Cape of Good Hope: but we found them to be fo many rocks. We fearched 
about thefe for water, but could find none, nor any houfes, nor people, for they were 
all gone. Then we turned again to the place where we landed, and there we dug for 
water. 

While we were at work there came nine or ten of the natives to a fmall hill a little 
way from us, and flood there menacing and threatening of us, and making a great 
noife. At laft one of them came towards us, and the reft followed at a diftance* I 
went out to meet him, and caing within fifty yards of him, making to him all tnefigns 
of peace and friendfhip I could ; but then he ran away, neither would they any of 
them flay for us to come nigh them j for we tried two or three times. At laft I took 
two men with me, and went in the afternoon along by the fea-fide, purpofely to catch 
-one of them, if I could, of whom I might learn where they got their frcfli water. 
There were ten or twelve of the natives a little way off, who feeing us three going 
away from the reft of our men, followed us at a diftance. 1 thought they would follow 
us; but there being for a while a fand-bank between us and them, that they could not 

then 
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then fee us, we made a halt, and hid ourfelves in a bending of the fand-bank. They 
knew we muft be thereabouts, and being three or four times our numbers, thought to 
feize us. So they difperfed themfelves, fome going to the fea-fliore, and others beating 
about the fand-hills. We knew by what rencounter we had had with them in the 
morning that we could eafily out-run them; fo a nimble young man that was with me 
feeing fome of them near, ran towards them j and they for fome time ran away before 
him ; but he foon overtaking them, they faced about and fought him. He had a 
cutlafs, and they had wooden lances; with which, being many of them, they were too 
- hard for him. When he firft ran towards them I chafed two more that were by the 
ffiore j but fearing how it might be with my young man, I turned back quickly, and 
went up to the top of a fand-hill, whence I faw him near me, dofely engaged with 
them. Upon their feeing me, one of them threw a lance at me, that narrowly miffed 
me. I difeharged my gun to fcare them, but avoided fiiooting any of them; till finding 
the young man in great danger from them, and myfelf in fome ; and that though the 
gun had a little frightened them at firft, yet they had foon learnt to defpife it, toffmg up 
their hands, and crying, tc pooh, pooh, pooh j” and coming on afrdh with a great 
noife, I thought it high time to charge again, and fiioot one of them, which 1 did. 
The reft, feeing him fall, made a ftand again; and my young man took the opportunity 
to difengage himfelf, and come off to me; my other man alfo was with me, who had 
done nothing all this while, having come out unarmed ; and I returned back with my 
men, defigning to attempt the natives no farther, being very forry for what had hap¬ 
pened already. They took up their wounded companion ; and my young man, who 
bad been ftruck through the cheek by one of their lances, was afraid it had been 
poifoned : but I did not think that likely. His wound was very painful to him, being 
made with a blunt weapon; but he foon recovered of it. 

Among the New Hollanders, whom we were thus engaged with, there was one who 
by his appearance and carriage, as well in the morning as this afternoon, feemed to be 
the chief of them, and a kind of prince or captain among them. He was a young 
brilk man, not very tall, nor fo perfonable as fome of the reft, though more active and 
courageous : he was painted (which none of the reft were at all) with a circle of white 
pafte or pigment (a fort of lime, as we thought) about his eyes, and a white ftreak down 
his nofe, from his forehead to the tip of it: and his breaft and fome part of his arms were 
alfo made white with the fame paint ; not for beauty or ornament, one would think, 
but as fome wild Indian warriors are faid to do, he feemed thereby to defign the looking 
more terrible; this his painting adding very much to his natural deformity; for they 
all of them have the moft unpleafant looks and the worft features of any people that 
ever I faw, though I have feen great variety of favages. Thefe New Hollanders were 
probably the fame fort of people as thofe I met with on this coaft in my Voyage round 
the World; for the place I then touched at was not above forty or fifty leagues to the 
north-eaft of this ; and thefe were much the fame blinking creatures, (here being alfo 
abundance of the lame kind of flelh-flies teazing them,) and with the fame black lkins, 
and hair frizzled, tall and thin, &c. as thofe were : but we had not the opportunity to 
fee whether thefe, as the former, wanted two of their fore-teeth. 

We faw a great many places where they had made fires, and where there were com¬ 
monly three or four boughs ftuck up to windward of them; for the wind (which is 
the fea-breeze) in the day-time blows always one way with them, and the land-breeze 
is but fmall. By their fire-places we fliouid always find great heaps of filh-Ihells of 
feveral forts ; and it is probable that thefe poor creatures here lived chiefly on the ihell- 
fifl), as thofe I before deferibed did on fmall-filh, which they caught in wires or holes 
vol. xl 3 p in 
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made way very (lowly ; but before night got through. By a good obfervation we 
found that the fouth-eaft point of Omba lies in latitude 8° 25'. in my drafts it is 
laid down in 8° 10'. My true courfe from Babao, is eaft, 25 0 north, diftance one 
hundred eighty-three miles. We founded feveral times when near Omba, but had no 
ground. On the norih-eaft point of Omba we faw four or five men, and a little further 
three pretty houfes on a low point, but did not go afhore. 

At five this afternoon we had a tornado, which yielded much rain, thunder, and 
lightning; yet we had but little wind. The 24th in the morning we catched a large 
fhark, which gave all the {hip’s company a plentiful meal. 

The 27th we faw the Burning Illand ; it lies it latitude 6° 36' fouth ; it is high, and 
but finall; it runs from the fea a little Hoping towards the top, which is divided in the 
middle into two peaks, between which iffued out much fmoak I have not feen more 
from any volcano. I faw no trees ; but the north fide appeared green, and the reft 
looked very barren. 

Having palled the Burning Hand, I Ihaped my courfe for two iflands, called Turtle 
Ifles, which lie north-eaft-by-eaft a little eafterly, and diftant about fifty leagues from 
the Burning Ifle : I fearing the wind might veer to the eaftward of the north, fteered 
twenty leagues north-eaft, then north-eaft by-eaft. On the 28th we faw two fmall low 
iflands, called Lucca-parros, to the north of us. At noon I accounted myfelf twenty 
leagues {hurt of the Turtle Ifles. 

The next morning, being in the latitude of the Turtle Iflands, we looked out Iharp 
for them, but faw no appearance of any ifland till eleven o’clock, when we faw an 
illand at a great diftance. At firft we fuppofed it might be one of the Turtle Ifles : but 
it was not laid down true, neither in latitude nor longitude from the Burning Ifle, nor 
from the Luca-parros, which lall I took to be a great help to guide me, they being laid 
down very well from the Burning Ifle, and that likewife in true latitude and diftance 
from Omba, fo that I could not tell what to think of the ifland now in fight, we hav¬ 
ing had fair weather, fo that we could not pafs by the Turtle Ifles without feeing them, 
and this in fight was much too far off for them. We found variation f’ 2' eaft. In 
the afternoon I fteered north-eaft-by-eaft for the iflands that we faw. At two o’clock 
I went and looked over the fore-yard, and faw two iflands at much greater diftance 
than the Turtle Iflands are laid down in my drafts, one of them was a very high 
peaked mountain, cleft at top, and much like the Burning Ifland that we palled by, 
but bigger and higher; the other was a pretty long high flat ifland. Now I was certain 
that thefe were not the Turtle Iflands, and that they could be no other than the Bande 
Ifles, yet we fteered in to make them plainer. At three o’clock we difeovered another 
fmall flat ifland to the north-weft of the others, and faw a great deal of fmoak rife from 
the top of the high ifland. At four we faw other fmall iflands, by which I was now 
allured that thefe were the Bande Ifles there. At five.I altered my courfe and fteered 
eaft, and at eight, eaft-fouth-eafl, becaufe I would not be feen by the inhabitants of thole 
iflands in the morning. We had little wind all night; and in the morning, as foon as 
it was light, we faw another high peaked ifland : at eight it bore fouth-fouth-eaft half- 
eaft, diftance eight leagues: and this I knew to be Bird Ifle. It is laid down in our 
drafts in latitude 5 0 9' fouth, which is too far foutherly by twenty-feven miles, ac¬ 
cording to our obfervation ; and the like error in laying down the Turtle Hands might 
be the occafion of our milling them. 

At night I Ihortened fail, for fear of coming too nigh fome iflands, that ftreteh 
away bending like a half moon from Ceram towards Timor, and which in my courfe 
I muft of necefiity pafs through. The next morning betimes I faw them, and found 
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ihetn to be at a farther diftance from Bird Hland than I expected. In the afternoon 
it fell quite calm, and when we had a little wind, it was fo unconftant, flying from 
one point to another, that I could not without difficulty get through the iflands where 
I defigned; befides, I found a current fetting to the fouthward, fo that it was be¬ 
twixt five and fix in the evening before I paifed through the iflands, and then juft 
weathered little Watela, whereas I thought to have been two or three leagues more 
northerly. We faw the day before, betwixt two and three, a fpout but a finall diftance 
from us; it fell down out of a black cloud, that yielded great ftore of rain, thunder 
and lightning: this cloud hovered to the fouthward of us for the fpace of three hours, 
and then drew to the weftward a great pace, at which time it was that we faw the 
fpout, which hung faft to the cloud till it broke, and then the cloud whirled about to 
the fouth-eaft, then to eaft-north-eaft, where meeting with an iiland, it fpent itfelf and 
fo difperfed, and immediately we had a little of the tail of it, having had none 
before. Afterward we faw a fmoak on the iiland Kofiway, which continued till 
night. 

On new-year’s day we firfl: deferied the land of New-Guinea, which appeared to be 
high land ; and the next day we faw fcveral high iflands on the coaft of New Guinea, 
and ran in with the main land. The ihore here lies along eaft-fouth-eaft and weft-north- 
weft. It is high even land, very well clothed with tall flourifliing trees, which 
appeared very green, and gave us a very pleafant profpeft. We ran to the weftward 
of four mountainous iflands; and in the night had a fmall tornado, which brought 
with it fome rain and a fair wind. We had fair weather for a long time, only 
when near any land we had fome tornadoes; but off, at fea, commonly 
clear weather; though, if in fight of land, we ufuaily faw many black clouds hovering 
about it. 

On the 5th and 6th of January, we plied to get in with the land; defigning to 
anchor, fill water, and fpend a little time in fearching the country, till after the change 
of the moon, for I found a ftrong current fetting againft us. We anchored in thirty 
eight fathom water, good oozy ground. We had an iiland of a league long without 
us, about three miles diftant, and we rode from the main about a mile. The eaftermoft 
point of land feen, bore eaft-by-fouth half-fouth, diftance three leagues; and the 
weftermoft, weft-fouth-wefl; half-fouth, diftance two leagues. So foon as we anchored, 
we fent the pinnace to look for water, and try if they could catch any fifli. After¬ 
wards we fent the yawl another way to fee for water. Before night the pinnace 
brought on board feverat forts of fruits, that they found in the woods, fuch as I never 
faw before. One of my men killed a ftately land-fowl, as big as the large!! dunghill- 
cock ; it was of a fky-colour, only in the middle of the wings was a white fpot, about 
which were fome reddilh fpots; on the crown it had a large bunch of long feathers, 
which appeared very pretty; his bill was like a pigeon’s: he had ftrong legs and 
feet, like dunghill-fowls, only the claws were reddilh, his crop was full of fmall 
berries. It lays an egg as big as a large hen’s egg, for our men climbed the tree 
where it nefted, and brought off one egg. They found water, and reported that the 
trees were large, tall and very thick, and that they faw no fign of people. At night 
the yawl came aboard, and brought a wooden fifsgig, very ingenioully made, the 
matter of it was a fmall cane; they found it by a fmall barbecue, where they alfo faw 
a lhattered canoe. 

The next morning I fent the boatfwain alhore a filhing, and at one haul he caught 
three hundred and fifty-two inackarels, and about twenty other fillies, which I caufed. 
to be equally divided among all my company. I fent alio the gunner and chief mate,. 

to 
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fo fearch about if they could find convenient anchoring near a watering-place; by 
night they brought word that they had found a fine ftretm of good water, where the 
boat could come clofe to, and it was very eafy to be filled, and that the fhip might 
anchor as near to it as I pleafed ; fo l went thither. The next morning, therefore, we 
anchored in twenty-five fathom water, foft oozy ground, about a mile from the 
river: we got on board three tun of water that night, and caught two or three pike- 
fifh, in lhape much like a parracola, but with a longer fnout, fomething refembling a 
garr, yet not fo long. The next day l fent the boat again for water, and before 
night all my calks were full. 

Having filled here about fifteen tuns of water, feeing we could catch but little filh, and 
had no other refrelhments, I intended to fail next day, but finding that we wanted wood, 

I fent to cut fome, and going alhore tohaflen it, at fame diftance from the place where 
our men were, I found a fmall cove, where I faw two barbecues, which appeared not to 
be above two months Handing ; the fpars were cut with fome fliarp inftrument, fo that, 
if done by the natives, it feems that they have iron. On the loth, a little after twelve 
o’clock, we weighed and (food over to the north-fide of the bay, and at one o’clock 
flood out with the wind at north and north-north-weft. At four we pafled out by a 
White Ifland, which I fo named from its many white cliffs, having no name in our 
drafts. It is about a league long, pretty high, and very woody: it is about five 
miles from the main, only at the weft end it reaches within three miles of it. At fome 
diftance oft' at fea, the weft point appears like a cape-land ; the north fide trends away 
north-north-weft, and the eaft fide eaft-fouth-eaft. This ifland lies in latitude 3° 4' 
fouth, and the meridian diftance from Babao, five hundred and twelve miles eaft. After 
we were ou t to fea, we plied to get to the northward, but met with fuch a ftrong cur¬ 
rent againft us, that we got but little ; for if the wind favoured us in the night, that 
live got three or four leagues, we loft it again, and were driven as far aftern next morn¬ 
ing, fo that we plied here feveral days. 

The 14th, being paft a point of land that we had been three days getting about, we 
found little or no current, fo that having the wind at north-weft-by-weft and weft- 
north-weft, we ftood to the northward, and had feveral foundings: at three o’clock 
thirty-eight fathom, the neareft part of New Guinea being about three leagues diftance: 
at four, thirty-feveii; at five, thirty-fix; at fix, thirty-fix; at eight, thirty-three fathom; 
then the Cape was about four leagues diftant, fo that as we ran off, we found our water 
Ihal lower: we had then fome iflands to the weftward of us, at about four leagues dif¬ 
tance. 

A little after noon we faw fmoaks on the iflands to the weft of us, and having a fine 
gale of wind, I fleered away for them: at feven o’clock in the evening we anchored 
in thirty-five fathom, about two leagues from an ifland, good foft oozy ground. We 
lay ftill all night, and faw fires alhore. In the morning we weighed again, and ran 
farther in, thinking to have fliallower water, but we ran within a mile of the fhore, 
and came to in thirty-eight fathom good foft holding ground : while we were under 
fail two canoes came off within call of us ; they fpoke to us, but we did not under¬ 
hand their language nor figns ; we waved to them to come aboard, and I called to 
them in the Malayan language to do the fame, but they would not, yet they came fo 
nigh us, that we could (hew them fuch things as we had to truck with them, yet nei¬ 
ther would this entice them to come on board, but they made figns for us to come a fhore, 
and away they went; then I went after them in my pinnace, carrying with me knives, 
beads, glafles, hatchets, &c. j when we came near the fhore, 1 called to them in the 
Malayan language * I faw but two men at firft, the rell lying in ambufh behind the 
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bullies; but as foon as I threw alhore fome knives and other toys, they came out, 
flung down their weapons, and came into the water by the boat’s fide, making fignsof 
friendfliip by pouring water on their heads with one hand, which they dipped into the 
fea: the next day, in the afternoon, feveral other canoes came aboard, and brought 
many roots and fruits which we purchafcd. 

This ifland has no name in our draughts, but the natives call it Pulo Sabuda : it is 
about three leagues long, and two miles wide, more or lefs; it is of a good height, fo 
as to be feen eleven or twelve leagues: it is very rocky, yet above the rocks there is 
good yellow and black mould, not deep, yet producing plenty of good tall trees, and 
bearing any fruits or roots which the inhabitants plant. I do not know all its produce, 
but what we faw were plaintains, cocoa-nuts, pine-apples, oranges, papaes, potatoes, 
and other large roots. Here are alfo another fort of wild jacas, about the bignefs of 
a man’s two fifts, full of ftones or kernels, which eat pleafant enough when roafted. 
The libby tree grows here in the fwampy valleys, of which they make fago cakes: I 
did not fee them make any, but was told by the inhabitants that it was made of the 
pith of the tree, in the fame manner I have deferibed in my Voyage round the World; 
they (hewed me the tree whereof it was made, and I bought about forty of the cakes ; 
I bought alfo three or four nutmegs in their fliell, which did not feem to have been 
long gathered, but whether they be the growth of this ifland or not, the natives would 
not tell whence they had them, and feemed to prize them very much. What hearts 
the ifland affords I know not, but here are both fea and land fowl. Of the firft, boo¬ 
bies and men-of-war-birds are the chief; fome goldens, and fmall milk-white crab- 
catchers : the land-fowls are pigeons, about the bignefs of mountain-pigeons in Ja¬ 
maica, and crows about the bignefs of thofe in England, and much like them, but 
the inner part of their feathers are white, and the outfide black, fo that they appear 
all black, unlefs you extend the feathers: here are large fky-coloured birds, fuch as 
we lately killed on New Guinea, and many other fmall birds, unknown to us: here 
are likewife abundance of bats, as big as young coneys, their necks, head, ears and 
nofes like foxes, their hair rough, that about their necks is of a whitilh yellow, that 
on their heads and {boulders black, their wings are four feet over from tip to tip ; 
they fmell (ike foxes : the filh are bafs, rock-fifh, and a fort of fifh like mullets, old- 
wives, whip-rays, and fome other forts that I know not, but no great plenty of any, 
for it is deep water till within lefs than a mile of the fhore, then there is a bank of 
coral rocks within which you have Ihoal-water, white clean fand ; fo there Is no good 
fifhing with the fain. 

This ifland lies in latitude i a 43' fouth, and meridian diftance from port Babo, on 
the ifland Timor, four hundred and eighty-fix miles : befides this ifland, here are nine 
or ten other fmall iflands. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are a fort of very tawny Indians, with long black hair, 
who in their manners differ but little from the Mindanayans, and others of thefe eaftera 
iflands. Thefe feem to be the chief; for befides them we faw alfo Ihock curl-pated 
New-Guinea negroes, many of which are flaves to the others, but I think not all: they 
are very poor, wear no deaths, but have a clout about their middle, made of the rinds 
of the tops of palmeto trees ; but the women had a fort of callico cloaths. Their chief 
ornaments are blue and yellow beads, worn about their wrifts. The men arm them- 
felves with bows and arrows, lances, broad fwords, like thofe of Mindanao ; their lances 
are pointed with bone: they (hike filh very ingenioufly with wooden fifs-gigs, and 
have a very ingenious way of making the filh rife; for they have a piece of wood 
curioufly carved, and painted much like a dolphin (and perhaps other figures) j. thefe 
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they let down into the water by a line with a fmall weight to fink it ; when they think 
it low enough, they haul the line into their boats very kilt, and the fifh rife up after 
this figure, and they (land ready to ftrike them when they are near the furface of the 
water ; but their chief livelihood is from their plantations ; yet they have large boats, 
and go over to New Guinea, where they get Haves, fine parrots, &c. which they can y 
to Goram and exchange for callicos. One boat came from thence a little befoie 1 ar¬ 
rived here* of whom 1 bought fome parrots, and would have bought a Have, but they 
would not barter for any thing but callicos, which I had not- Uheir houfes on this 
fide were very fmall, and feenied only to be for neceflity ; but on the other fide of the 
iiland we faw good large houfes: their proes are narrow, with outriggers on each fide, 
like other Malayans. I cannot tell of what religion thefe are ; but 1 think they are 
mot Mahometans, by their drinking brandy out of the fame cup with us without any 
fcruple. At this ifland we continued till the 20th inftant, having laid in flore or fuch 
■roots and fruits as the ifland afforded. 

On the 20th, at half an hour after fix in the morning, I weighed, and {landing out 
we large boat full of men lying at the north point of the ifland. As we palled by, 
■they rowed towards their habitations, where we fuppofed they had withdrawn themfelves 
for fear of us, though we gave them no caufe of terror, or for fome differences 

among themfelves. _ * „ , , 

"We flood to the northward till feven in the evening, then faw a rippling ; and the 
water being difcoloitred, we founded, and had but twenty-two fathom. I went 
about and flood to the weflward till two next morning, then tacked again, and had 
thefe feveral foundings: at eight in the evening, twenty-two; at ten, twenty-five; 
at eleven, twenty-feven; at twelve, twenty-eight' fathom j at two in the morning 
twenty-fix; at four, twenty-four; at fix, twenty-three; at eight, twenty-eight; at 
twelve, twenty-two. 

We pailed by many fmall iflands, and among many dangerous flmals, without any 
remarkable occurrence, till the 4th of February, when we got within three leagues 
of the north-weft cape of New Guinea, called by the Dutch Cape Mabo. Oft 
this cape there lies a fmall woody iiland/ and many iHands of different fizes to the 
north and north-eaft of it* This part of New Guinea is high land, adorned with tall 
trees, that appeared very green and flourilhing. The Cape itfelf is not very high, but 
ends in a low fliarp point, and on either fide there appears another fuch point at equal 
diflances, which makes it referable a diamond. This only appears when you are 
abreaft of the middle point, and then you have no ground within three leagues ot the 

fliore* r . 

In the afternoon we puffed by the cape, and Rood over for the lilands* ijeroreit was 

dark, we were got within a league of the wefternmoft, but had no ground with fifty 
fathom of line; however, fearing to fland nearer in the dark, we tacked and flood 
to the eaft, and plied all night. The next morning we were got five or fix leagues 
to the eaft ward of that iiland, and having the wind eafterly, we Hood in to the noith- 
v/ard among the iflands, founded, and had no ground ; then I lent in my boat to 
found, and they had ground with fifty fathom near a mile from the fhore* We 
tacked before the boat came aboard again, for fear oi a Ihoal that was about a mile 
to the eaft of that ifland the boat went to, from whence alfo a fiioal-point ftretched out 
itfelf till it met the other: they brought with them fuch a cockle, as 1 have mentioned 
in my voyage round the world, found near Celebes, and they faw many mote, (ome 
bigger than that which they brought aboard, as they faid, and lor this reafon 1 
asmed it Cockle Ifland. I ftnt them to found again, ordering them to fire a mulket 
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if they found good anchoring; we were then Handing to the fo nth ward, with a fine 
breeze. As foon as they fired, I tacked and flood in; they told me they had fifty 
fathom when they fired. I tacked again, and made all the fail I could to get out, 
being near fome rocky ifiands and fhoals to leeward of us. The breeze increafcd, 
and 1 thought we were out of danger, but having a fhoal juft by us, and the wind falling 
again, I ordered the boat to tow us, and by their help we got clear from it. We had a 
ftrong tide fetting to the weft ward. 

At one o'clock, being paft the fhoal, and finding the tide fetting to the weftward, I 
anchored in thirty-five fathom coarfe fand, with fmall coral and fhells. Being nearefl 
to Cockle Ifland, I immediately fent both the boats thither, one to cut wood, and the 
other to fifh. At four in the afternoon, having a fmall breeze at fouth-fouth-weft, I 
made a fign for my boats to come on board. They brought fome wood, and a few 
fmall cockles,. none of them exceeding ten pounds weight, whereas the fhell of the 
great one weighed feventy-eight pounds ; but it was now high water, and therefore 
they could get no bigger: they alfo brought on board fome pigeons, of which we found 
plenty on all the ifiands where we touched in thefe feas : alfo in many places we faw 
many large bats, but killed none, except thofe I mentioned at Pulo Sabuda. As our 
boats came aboard, we weighed and made fail, fleering eafl-fouth-eaft as long as the 
wind held. In the morning we found we had got four or five leagues to the eafl of 
the place where we weighed. We flood to and fro till eleven j and finding that we 
loft ground, anchored in forty-two fathom coarfe gravelly land, with fome coral. This 
morning we thought we faw a fail. 

In the afternoon I went afhore on a fmall woody ifland, about two leagues from us. 
Here I found the greateft number of pigeons that ever I faw either in the Eafl or 
Weft Indies, and fmall cockles in the fea round the ifland, in fuch quantities that we 
might have laden the boat in an hour’s time. Thefe were not above ten or twelve 
pounds weight. We cut fome wood, and brought off cockles enough for all the fhip's 
company, but having no fmall fhot, we could kill no pigeons. I returned about four 
o’clock, and then my gunner and both mates went thither, and in lefs than three quar¬ 
ters of an hour they killed and brought off ten pigeons. Here is a tide: the flood fets 
weft and the ebb eafl, but the latter is very faint, and but of fmall continuance ; and 
fo we found it ever fince we came from Timor: the winds we found eafterly, between 
north-eafl and eafl-fouth-eaft, fo that if thefe continue, it is impoffible to beat farther 
to the eaflward on this coaft againft wind and current. Thefe eafterly winds increafed 
from the time we were in the latitude of about 2° fouth, and as we drew nigher the line 
they hung more eafterly: and now being to the north of the continent of New Guinea, 
where the coaft lies eafl and weft, I find the trade-wind here at eafl, which yet in 
higher latitudes is ufually at north-north-weft and north-weft ; and fo I did expert them 
here, it being to the fouth of the line. 

The 7th, in the morning, I fent my boat afhore on Pigeon Ifland, and ftaid till 
noon. In the afternoon my men returned, brought twenty-two pigeons, and many 
cockles, fome very large, fome fmall: they alfo brought one empty fhell, that weighed 
two hundred and fifty-eight pounds. 

At four o’clock we weighed, having a fmall weflerly wind and a tide with us ; at 
feven in the evening we anchored in forty-two fathom, near King William’s Ifland, 
where I went afhore the next morning, drank His Majefty’s health, and honoured it 
with his name. It is about two leagues and a half in length, very high, and extraor¬ 
dinarily well clothed with woods ; the trees are of divers forts, moft unknown to us, 
but all very green and flourifliing > many of them had flowers, fome white, fome pur- 
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pie, others yellow ; all which finelt very fragrantly : the trees are generally tall and 
flraight bodied, and may be fit for any life. I faw one of a clean body, without knot 
or limb, fixty or feventy feet high by eftitnation; it was three of my fathoms about, 
and kept its bignefs. without any fenfible decreafe, even to the top. The mould of the 
ifland is black, but not deep, it being very rocky. On the fides and top of the ifland 
are many palmeto trees, whofe heads we could dilcem over all the other trees, but 
their bodies we could not fee. 

About one in the afternoon we weighed and flood to the eaflward, between the main 
and King William’s Ifland, leaving the ifland on our larboard fide, and founding till 
we were" pall the ifland, and then we had no ground. Here we found the flood fetting 
eaft-by-north, and the ebb weft-by-fouth; there were fhoals and fmall iflands between 
us and the main, which caufed the tide to fet very inconflantly, and make many whirl¬ 
ings in the water ; yet we did not find the tide to fet ftrong any way, nor the water to 
rife much. 

On the 91b, being to the eaflward of King William’s Ifland, wc plied all day between 
the main and other iflands, having eafterly winds and fair weather till feven the next 
morning ; then we had very hard rain till eight, and faw many fhoals of fifh: we lay 
becalmed off a pretty deep bay on New Guinea, about twelve or fourteen leagues wide, 
and feven or eight leagues deep, having low land near its bottom, but high land without. 
The eafternmoft part"of New Guinea feen, bore eaft-by-foutli, diflant twelve leagues ; 
Cape Mabo weft-fouth-weft half-fouth, diflant feven leagues. 

At one in the afternoon it began to rain, and continued till fix in the evening, fo 
that having but little wind and moft calms, we lay flill off the fore-mentioned bay, 
having King William’s Ifland flill in fight, though diflant by judgment fifteen or fix teen 
leagues weft. We faw many fhoals of fmall fifli, fotne fharks, and feven or eight dol¬ 
phins, but catched none. In the afternoon, being about four leagues from the ihore, 
we faw an opening in the land, which feemed to aflbrd good harbour. In the even¬ 
ing we faw a large fire there, and I intended to go in (ft winds and weather would 
permit) to get fome acquaintance with the natives. 

Since the 4th inftant that we paffed Cape Mabo, to the 12th, we had fmall eafterly 
winds and calms, fo that we anchored feveral times, where I made my men cut wood, 
that we might have a good flock when a wefterly wind fhould prefent, and fo we plied 
to the eaflward, as winds and currents would permit, having not got in all above thirty 
leagues to the eaflward of Cape Mabo ; but on the 12th, at four in the afternoon, a 
fmall gale fprung up at north-eafl-by-north, with rain; at five it fhuffled about to north- 
weft, from thence to the fouth-weft, and continued between thofe two points a pretty 
brifk gale, fo that we made fail and fleered away north-eafl, till the 13th, in the morn¬ 
ing, to get about the Cape of Good Hope; when it was day we fleered north-eafl half- 
caft, then north-eafl-by-eaft, till feven o’clock, and being then feven or eight leagues 
off fliore, we fleered away eafl, the fliore trending eafl-by-fouth : we had very much 
rain all night, fo that we could not carry much fail, yet we had a very fleady gale. At 
eight this morning the weather cleared up, and the wind decreafed to a fine top-gallant 
gale, and fettled at weft by fouth. We had more rain thefe three days paft, than all 
the voyage, in fo fhort a time. We were now about fix leagues from the land of New 
Guinea, which appeared very high ; and we faw two head-lands about twenty leagues 
afunder, the one to the eafl, and the other to the weft, which laft is called the Cape of 
Good Hope. We found variation eafl 4 0 . 

The 15th, in the morning, between twelve and two o’clock, it blew a very brifk gale 
at north-weft, and looked very black in the fouth-weft. At two it flew about at once to 
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the fouth-fouth-weft, and rained very hard. The wind fettled foraetirae at wefl-fouth- 
weft, and we fleered eaft-no; th-eaft till three in the morning; then the wind and min 
abating, we fleered eafl-half-nortli for fear of coming near the land. Prefently after, 
it being a little clear, the man at the bowfprit end, called out, land on our flarboard 
bow ; we looked out and faw it plain : I prefently founded, and had but ten fathom 
foft ground. The inafter, being fomewhat feared, came running in iiafle with this 
news, and faid it was bell to anchor; I told him no, but found again ; then we had 
twelve fathom; the next call thirteen and a half; the fourth, feventeen fathom; and 
then no ground with fifty fathom line. However, we kept off the ifland, and did not 
go fo fall but that we could fee any other danger before we came nigh it; for here 
might have been more iflands not laid down in my drafts befides this; for I fearched 
all the drafts I had, if perchance I might find any ifland in the one, which was not 
in the others, but I could find none near us. When it was day, we were about five 
leagues off the land we faw; but, I believe, not above five miles, or at moll two leagues 
oft it, when we firfl faw it in the night. 

This is a fmall ifland, but pretty high; I named it Providence. About five 
leagues to the fouthward of this, there is another ifland, which is called William 
Scouten’s Ifland, and laid down in our drafts; it is a high ifland, and about twenty 
leagues long. 

It was by mere providence that we miffed the fmall ifland; for had not the wind 
come to wefl-fouth-weft, and blown hard, fo that we fleered eaft-north-eaft, we had 
been upon it by our courfe that we fleered before, if we could not have feen it. This 
morning we faw many great trees and logs fvvira by tis; which, it is probable, came 
out of fome great rivers on the main. 

On the 16th, we croffed the line, and found variation 6° 26'eaft. The 18th, by my 
obfervation at noon, we found that we had had a current fetting to the fouthward, and 
probably that drew us in fo nigh Scouten’s Ifland. For this twenty-four hours we 
fleered eafl-by-north with a large wind, yet made but an eaft-by-fbuth half-fouth courfe, 
though the variation was not above 7 0 eall. 

The 2 iff, we had a current fetting to the northward, which is againfl the true 
trade monfoon, it being now near the full moon. I did expect it here, as in all other 
places. We had variation 8° 45' eaft. The 2 2d we found but little current, if' any, 
it fet to the fouthward. 

On the 23d, in the afternoon, we faw two fnakes, and the next morning 
another, paffing by us, which was furioufly affaulted by two fifties, that had kept us 
company five or fix days; they were fhaped like mackarel, and were about that bignefs 
and length, and of a yellow greenifh colour. The fnake fwam away from them very 
faff, keeping his head above water ; the fifh fnapped at his tail, but when he turned 
himfelf, that fifh would withdraw, and another would fnap, fo that by turns they kept 
him employed, yet he ftill defended himfelf, and fwam away a great pace, till they were 
out of fight. 

The 25th, betimes in the morning, we faw an ifland to the fouthward of us, at about 
fifteen leagues diftance. We fleered away for it, fuppofmg it to be that which the 
Dutch call Wifhart’s Ifland, but finding it otherwife, I called it Matthias, it being that 
faint's day. This ifland is about nine or ten leagues long, mountainous and woody, 
with many favannahs, and fome fpots of land which feeraed to be cleared. 

At eight in the evening we lay by, intending, if I could, to anchor under Matthias 
Ifle; but the next morning, feeing another ifland about feven or eight leagues to the 
eaftward of it, we fleered away for it; at noon we came up fair with its fouth-wefl end, 
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intending to ran along bylr, and anchor on the fouth-eaft fide* but the tornadoes came 
in fo thick and hard* that I could not venture in. This ifland is pretty low and plain, 
and clothed with wood; the trees were very green* and appeared to be large and tall, 
as thick as they couid Hand one by another, it is about two or three leagues long, and 
at the fouth-weft point there is another fmall low woody ifland, about a mile round, and 
about a mile from t he other. Between them there runs a reef of rocks, which joins 
them. (The biggeft, I named Squally Ifland). 

Seeing we could not anchor here, I flood away to the fouthward, to make the main; 
but having many hard fq nails and tornadoes* we were often forced to hand all our fails 
and fteer more eafterly to go before it. On the 26th, at four o'clock, it cleared up to 
a hard fky, and a briik fettled gale; then we made as much fail as we could. At five 
it cleared up over the land, and we faw, as we thought. Cape Solomafwer bearing 
fouth-fouth-eafl, diftance ten leagues. We had many great logs and trees Twimming 
by us all this afternoon, and much grafs ; we fleered in fomh-fouth-eaft till fix, then 
the wind fiackened, and we flood off till feven, having little wind; then we lay by 
till ten, at which time we made fail, and fleered away call all night. The next morn¬ 
ing, as foon as it was light, we made all the fail we could, and fleered away eaft-fouth- 
eaft, as the land lay, being faff in fight of it, and not above feven leagues diftance. We 
paffed by many fmall low woody iflands which lav between us and the main, not laid 
down in our drafts. We found variation g° 50' eaft. 

The 28 th we had many violent tornadoes, wind, rain, and fome fpouts, and in the 
tornadoes the wind fluffed. In the night we had faff weather, but more lightning than 
we had feeix at any time this voyage. This morning we left a large high ifland on our 
larboard-fide, called in the Dutch drafts Wifliarfs Ifte, about fix leagues from the 
main, and feeing many fmoaks upon the main, 1 therefore fleered towards it. 

The main land at this place is high and mountainous, adorned with tail flourifhing 
trees; the 0des of the hills had many large plantations and patches of clear land, 
which, together with the fmoaks we faw, were certain figns of its being well inhabited ; 
and I was defirous to have fome commerce with the inhabitants. Being nigh fhore, we 
faw firft one proe, a little after, two or three more, and at laft a great many boats came 
from all the adjacent bays; when they were forty-fix in number they approached fa 
near us, that we could fee each others figns, and hear each other fpeak, though we 
could not underftand them, nor they us ; they made figns for us to go in towards the 
fliore, pointing that way ; it was fqually weather, which at firft made me cautions of 
going too near; but the weather beginning to look pretty well, I endeavoured to get 
into a bay a head of us, which we could have got into well enough at firft; but while 
we lay by, we were driven fo far to leeward, that now it was more difficult to get in. The 
natives lay in their proes round us; to whom 1 {hewed beads, knives, glades, to allure 
them to come nearer, but they would not come fo nigh as to receive any thing from 
us; therefore I threw out fome things to them, viz. a knife faftened to a piece of board, 
and a glafs bottle corked up with fome beads in it, which they took up and feemed 
well pleafed. They often (truck their left bread with their right hand, and as often 
held up a black truncheon over their heads, which we thought was a token of friendftiip, 
wherefore we did the like: and when we flood in towards their Ihore, they feemed to 
rejoice, but when we flood off, they frowned, yet kept us company in their proes, 
ftill pointing to the ftiore. About five o'clock we got within the mouth of the bay, 
and founded feveral times, but had no ground, though within a mile of the fliore* 
The bafon of this bay was ""above two miles within us, into which we might have 
gone; but as I was not affured of anchorage there* fo 1 thought it not prudent 
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to run in at this time, it being near night, and feeing a black tornado rifing in the 
weft, which I mod feared; befides, we had near two hundred men in proes, clofe 
by us j and the bays on the Ihore were lined with men from one end to the other, 
where there could not be lefs than three or four hundred more. What weapons they 
had,'we know not, nor yet their defign; therefore I had, at their firft coming near us, 
got up all our fmall arms, and made feveral put on cartouch boxes to prevent treachery. 
At laft I refolved to go out again ; which, when the natives in their proes perceived, 
they began to fling ftones at us as fall as they could, being provided with engines for 
that purpofe, wherefore I named this place Slinger’s Bay ; but at the firing of one 
gun they were all amazed, drew off, and flung no more ftones. They got together, as 
if confulting what to do, for they did not make in towards the fhore, but lay ftill, 
though fome of them were killed or wounded, and many more of them had paid for 
their boldnefs, but that I was unwilling to cut off any of them; which if I had done, I 
could not hope afterwards to bring them to treat with me. 

The next day we failed clofe by an ifland, where we faw many fmonks, and men in the 
bays; out of which came two or three canoes, taking much pains to overtake us. but 
they could not, though we went with an eafy fail, and I could not now flay for them. 
As I paft by the fouth-eaft point, I founded feveral times within a mile of the Sandy 
Bays, but had no ground: about three leagues to the northward of the fouth-eaft point, 
we opened a large deep bay, fecured from weft-north-weft and fouth-weft winds. 
There were two other iflands that lay to the north-eaft of it, which fecured the bay 
from north-eaft winds; one was but fmall, yet woody; the other was a league long, 
inhabited, and full of cocoa-nut-trees. I endeavoured to get into this bay, but there 
came fuch flaws off from the high land over it, that I could not; befides, we had many 
hard fqualls, which deterred me from it; and night coming on, I would not run any 
hazard, but bore away to the fmall inhabited ifland, to fee if we could get anchorage 
on the eaft fide of it. When we came there, we found the ifland fo narrow, that there 
could be no flielter; therefore I tacked and flood toward the greater ifland again; and 
being more than midway between both, I lay by, defigning to endeavour for anchorage 
next morning. Between feven and eight at night, we fpied a canoe clofe by us, and 
feeing no more, fuffered her to come aboard. She had three men in her, who brought 
off five cocoa-nuts, for which I gave each of them a knife and a ftring of beads, to 
encourage them to come off again in the morning j but before thefe went away, we 
faw two more canoes coming; therefore we flood away to the northward from them, 
and then lay by again till day. We faw no more boats this night, neither defigned to 
fuffer any to come aboard in the dark. 

By nine o’clock the next morning, we were got within a league of the great ifland, 
but were kept off by violent gufts of wind. Thefe fqualls gave us warning of their 
approach, by the clouds which hung over the mountains, and afterwards defcended to 
the foot of them ; and then it is we expert them fpeedily. 

On the 3d of March, being about five leagues to leeward of the great ifland, we faw the 
main land a-head, and another great high ifland to leeward of us, diftance about feven 
leagues ; which we bore away for. It is called in the Dutch drafts Garret Dennis Ifle. 
It is about fourteen or fifteen leagues round; high and mountainous, and very woody; 
fome trees appeared very large and tall; and the bays by the fea-fide are well flored with 
cocoa-nut trees; where we alfo faw feme fmall houfes. The fides of the mountains are 
thick fet with plantations; and the mould in the new cleared land feetned to be of a 
brown reddilh colour. This ifland is of no regular figure, but is full of points (hooting 
forth into the fea, between which are many fandy bays, full of cocoa-nut trees. The middle 
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of the iile lies hi 3 0 ’io' fouth latitude. It Is very populous; the natives are very black, 
ftrontr, and well limbed people; having great round heads their hair naturally curled 
and fhort, which they lhave into feveral forms, and dye it alio of divers colours, viz. 
red white and yellow. They have broad round faces, with great bottle-nofes, yet 
agreeable enough, till they disfigure them by painting, and by wearing great things 
through their nofes, as big as a man’s thumb, and about four inch® long ; theie are 
run clear through both noflrils, one end coming out by one cheek-bone and 
the other end a^aind the other; and their nofes lo ftretchcd, that only a ftnall flip of 
them appears about the ornament; they have alfo great holes in their ears, wherein 
they wear luch fluff as in their nofes. They are very dextrous active fellows in their 
nroes which are very ingenioufly built. They are narrow and long, with out-riggers 
on one fide, the head and ftern higher than the reft, and carved into many devices, 
viz. fome fowl, fffh, or a man’s head painted or carved; and though it is but rudely 
done, yet the refemblance appears plainly, and Ihews an ingenious fancy. But with 
what mftruments they make their proes or carved work, I know not, tor they feem to 
be utterly ignorant of iron. They have very neat paddles, with which they manage 
their proes dextroufly, and make great way through the water. Their weapons are 
chiefly lances, fwords and flings, and fome bows and arrows: they have alfo wooden 
ftfWs for linking ftlh. Thofe that came to affauit us in Slmgers Bay on the main, 
are it! all refpefts like thefe; and I believe thefe are alike treacherous. Their fpeech 
is clear and diftinfl; the words they ufed molt, when near us, were vacoufee allamaii, 
and then they pointed to the lhore. Their figns of friendflrip are either a great 
truncheon, or bow of a tree full of leaves, put on their heads, often Unking their heads 

with their hands. r 

The next day, having a frelh gale of wind, we got under a high ifland, about four 
or five leagues round, very woody, and full of plantations upon the fides of the hills ; 
and in the bays, by the water-fide, are abundance of cocoa-nut trees, it lies in toe lati¬ 
tude of 8° 25' fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape Mabo 1316 miles. On tile fouth- 
eaft part of it are three or four other fmall woody iflands, one high and peaked, the 
other low and flat, all bedecked with cocoa-nut trees and other wood. On the north 
there is another ifland of an indifferent height, and of a fomewhat larger cncunuer- 
euce than the great high ifland laft-mentioned. We paffed between this and the high 
ifland. The high ifland is called in the Dutch drafts Anthony Cave’s Ifland. As 
for the flat low"ifland, and the other fmall one, it is probable they were never feen by 
the Dutch, nor the iflands to the north of Garret Dennis’s Ifland. As foon as we came 
near Cave’s Ifland, fome canoes came about us, and made figns tor us to come afhore, 
as all the reft had done before, probably thinking we could run the fliip a ground any 
where, as they did their proes, for we law neither fail nor anchor among any of them, 
though moft Eaftern Indians have both. Thefe had proes made of one tree, well dug, 
with out-riggers on one fide ; they were but fmall, yet well fliaped. We endeavoured to 
anchor, but found 110 ground within a mile of the fhore ; we kept dole along the 
north-fide, ftill founding till we came to the horth-eafl end, but found no ground, the 
canoes ftill accompanying us, and the bays were covered with men going along as we 
failed; many of them ftrove to fwim off to us, but we left them aftern. Being at the 
north eaft point, we found a ftrong current fetting to the north-weft, fo that though 
we had fleered to keep under the high ifland, yet we were driven towards the flat one. 
At this time three of the natives came on board : I gave each of them a knife, a look¬ 
ing-date, and a ftring of beads. I fliewed them pumpkins and cocoa-nut Ihells, and 
made ft^ns to them 'to bring fome aboard, and had prefently three cocoa-nuts out of 
& , one 
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one of tfie canoes. I {hewed them nutmegs, and by their figns I guefled they had 
fome on the illand. I alfo Ihewed them fome gold-dud, which they feemed to know, 
and called out Manned, Manneel, and pointed towards the land. A while after thefe 
men were gone, two or three canoes came from the flat illand, and by figns invited us 
to their,illand, at which the others feemed difpleafed, and ufed very menacing geftures 
and (I believe) fpeeches t<? each other. Night coming on, we flood olF to fea, and 
having but little wind all night, were driven away to the north-weft. We faw many 
great fires on the flat illand. The laft men that came off to us were all black, as thofe 
we had feen before, with frizzled hair ; they were very tall, lufty, well-lhaped men, 
they wear great things in their nofes, and paint as the others, but not much j they 
make the fame figns of friendlhip, and their language feems to be one ; but the others 
had proes, and thefe canoes. On the fides of fome of thefe we faw the figures of fe- 
veral filli neatly cut; and thefe laft were not fo fhy as the others. 

Steering away from Cave’s Illand fouth-fouth-eaft, we found a ftrong current agamft 
us, which fet only in fome places in ftreams, and in them we faw many trees and logs 
of wood, which drove by us. We bad but little wood aboard j wherefore I hoifted out 
the pinnace, and fent her to take up fome of this drift-wood. In a little time Ihe came 
aboard with a great tree in a tow, which we could hardly hoift in with all bur tackles. 
We cut up the tree and fplit it for fire-wood. It was much worm-eaten, and had in 
it fome live worms above an inch long, and about the bignefs of a goofe-quill, and 
having their heads crufted over with a thin fhell. 

After this we paffed by an illand, called by the Dutch St. John’s Illand, leaving it 
to the north of us. It is about nine or ten leagues round, and very well adorned with 
lofty trees. We faw many plantations on the fides of the hills, and abundance of cocoa- 
nut trees about them, as alfo thick groyes on the bays by the fea-fide. As we came 
near it, three canoes came oft' to us, but would not come aboard; they were fuch as 
we had feen about the other iflands; they fpoke the fame language, and made the fame 
figns of peace, and their canoes were fuch as at Cave's Illand. 

We flood along by St. John’s {Hand, till we came almoft fo the fouth-eaft point, 
and then feeing no more iflands to the eaftward of us, nor any likelihood of anchoring 
under this, I fteered away for the main of New Guinea, we being now, as I fuppofed, 
to the eaft of it, on this north-fide. My defign of feeing thefe iflands as I paffed along, 
was to get wood and water, but could find no anchor ground, and therefore could not 
do as I purpofed : befides, thefe iflands are all fo populous, that I dared not fend my 
boat alhore, unlefs I could have anchored pretty nigh ; wherefore I rather chofe to 
profecute my defign on the main, the feafon of the year being now at hand, for I 
judged the wefterlv winds were nigh fpent. 

On the Sth of March we faw fome fmoaks on the main, being diftant from it four 
or five leagues: it is very high, woody land, with fome fpots of favannah. About ten 
in the morning fix or feven canoes came off to us; mofl of them had no more than 
one man in them; they were all black, with fhort curled hair, having the fame orna¬ 
ments in their nofes, and their heads fo fhaved and painted, and fpeaking the fame 
words as the inhabitants of Cave’s Illand before mentioned. 

There was a head-land to the fourhward of us, beyond which feeing no land, I fup¬ 
pofed that from thence the land trends away more wefterly. This head-land lies in 
the latitude of 5 0 1' fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape Mabo 1290 miles. In 
the night we lay by, for fear of over-lhooting this head-land, between which and 
Cape St. Maries the land is high, mountainous and woody, having many points of land 
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fhootlng out into the fea, which make fo many fine bays: the coaft lies north-north-eaft 
and fouth-fouth-weft. 

The gth in the morning a huge black man came off to us in a canoe, but would 
not come aboard. He made the fame figns of friendflbip to us as the reft we had met 
with ; yet feemed to differ in his language, not fifing any of thofe words which the 
others did. We faw neither finoaks nor plantations near this head-land. We found 
here variation i° eaft. 

In the afternoon, as we plied near the fhore, three canoes came off to us; one had 
four men in her, the others two a-piece. That with the four men came pretty nigh 
us, and fhewed us a cocoa-nut and water in a bamboo, making figns that there was 
enough afhore where they lived; they pointed to the place where they would have us 
go, and fo went away. We faw a fmall round pretty high ifland about a league to the 
north of this head-land, within which there was a large deep bay, whither the canoes 
went ; and we ftrove to get thither before night, but could not; wherefore we flood 
off, and faw land to the weftward of this head-land, bearing weft-by-fouth half-fouth, 
diftance about ten leagues; and, as we thought, {till more land bearing fouth-weft-by* 
fouth, diftance twelve or fourteen leagues; but being clouded, it difappeared, and we 
thought we had been deceived* Before night we opened the head-land fair, and I 
named it Cape St. George* The land from hence trends away weft-north-weft about 
ten leagues, which is as far as we could fee it; and the land that we faw to the weftward 
of it in the evening, which bore weft-by-fouth halfifouth, was another point about ten 
leagues from Cape St. George; between which there runs in a deep bay for twenty 
leagues or more- We faw fome high land in fpots like ifiands, down in that bay at a 
great diftance; but whether they are iflands, or the main clofing there, we know not. 
The next morning we faw other land to the fouth-eaft of the weftermoft point, which 
till then was clouded; it was very high land, and the fame that we faw the day before 
that difappeared in a cloud. This Cape St. George lies in the latitude of 5 0 5' fouth ; 
and meridian diftance from Cape Mabo 1290 miles. The ifland off this cape, I called 
St,George's Ifle ; and the bay between it and the weft point I named St* Georges Bay. 
Note, no Dutch drafts go fo far as this cape by ten leagues. On the 10th, in the 
evening, we got within a league of the weftermoft land feen, which is pretty high and 
very woody, but no appearance of anchoring. I flood off again, defigning,if poflible, 
to ply to and fro in this bay, till I found a conveniency to wood and water. We faw 
no more plantations nor cocoa-nut-trees; yet in the night we difcemed a fmall fire 
right againft us- The next morning we faw a burning mountain in the country. It 
was round, high, and peaked at top, as molt volcanoes are, and fent forth a great 
quantity of fmoak* We took up a log of drift wood, and fplk it for firing ; in which 
we found fome final! fifh* 

The day after, we puffed by the fouth-weft cape of this bay, leaving it to the north of 
us : when we were abreaft of it, I called my officers together, and named it Cape 
Orford, in honour of my noble patron, drinking his Lordfhip’s health. This cape 
bears from Cape St. George fouth-weft about eighteen leagues, Between them there 
is a bay about twenty-five leagues deep, having pretty high land all round it, efpecially 
near the capes, though they themfelves are not high. Cape Orford lies in the latitude 
of 5 0 2 4' fouth, by my obfervation; and meridian diftance from Cape St, George, 
forty-four miles weft. The land trends from this cape north-weft by weft into the 
bay, and on the other fide fouth-weft percompafs, which is fouth-weft 9 0 weft, allowing 
the variation, which is here 9 0 eaft* The land on each fide of the cape is more 
favannah than wood land, and is higheft on the north-weft fide. The cape itfelf is a 
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bluff-point, of an indifferent heighth, with a flat table-land at top. When we were to 
the fouth-weft of the cape, it appeared to be a low point Ihooting out, which you cannot 
fee when abreaft of it. This morning we ftruck a log of drift-wood with our turtle- 
irons, hoifted it in, and fplit it for fire-wood. Afterwards we ftruck another, but 
could not get it in. There were many fiffi about it. 

We fleered along fouth-weft as the land lies, keeping about fix leagues off the 
Ihore ; and being defirous to cut wood and fill water, if I faw any conveniency, I lay 
by in the night, becaufe I would not mifs any place proper for thofe ends, for fear of 
wanting fuch neceffaries as we could not live without. This coaft is high and moun¬ 
tainous, and not fo thick with trees as that on the other fide of Cape Orford. 

On the 14th, feeing a pretty deep bay a-head, and fome iflands where I thought we 
might ride feeure, we ran in towards the fliore and faw fome finoaks. At ten o’clock 
we faw a point, which (hot out pretty well into the fea, with a bay within it, which 
promifed fair for water ; and we ftood in with a moderate gale. Being got into the 
bay within the point, we faw many cocoa-nut-trees, plantations, and houfes. When 
I came within fous or five miles of the fliore, fix fmall boats came off to view us, with 
about forty men in them all. Perceiving that they only came to view us, and would 
not come aboard, I made figns and waved to them to go alhore; but they did not or 
would not underftand me; therefore I whiftled a fliot over their heads out of my 
fowling-piece, and then they pulled away for the fliore as hard as they could. Thefe 
were no fooner afhore, but we faw three boats coming from the iflands to leeward of us, 
and they foon came within call, for we lay becalmed. One of the boats had about 
forty men in her, and was a large well-built boat; the other two were but fmall. 
Not long after, 1 faw another boat coming out of the bay where I intended to go; flie 
likewife was a large boat, with a high head and ftern painted, and full of men; this 
I thought came off to fight us, as it is probable they all did j therefore I fired another 
fmall fliot over the great boat that was nigh us, which made them leave their babling 
and take to their paddles. We ftill lay becalmed; and therefore they rowing wide of 
us, directed their courfe toward the other great boat that was coming off: when they 
were pretty near each other I caufed the gunner to fire a gun between them, which he 
did very dexteroufly; it was loaden with round and parlridge-fliot; the laft dropped 
in the water fomewhat fiiort of them, but the rbund fliot went between both boats, and 
grazed about one hundred yards beyond them j this fo affrighted them, that they both 
rowed away for the fliore as fall as they could, without coming near each other; and 
the little boats made the beft of their way after them : and now having a gentle breeze 
at fouth-fouth-eaft, we bore into the bay after them. When we came by the point, I 
faw a great number of men peeping from under the rocks: I ordered a fliot to be 
fired clofe by, to fcare them The fliot grazed between us and the point, and mount- 
ing again, flew over the point, and grazed a fecond time juft by them. We were 
obliged to fail along clofe by the bays; and feeing multitudes fetting under the trees, I 
ordered a third gun to be fired among the cocoa-nut-trees to fcare them; for my 
bufinefs being to wood and water, I thought it neceffary to ftrike fome terror into the 
inhabitants, who were very numerous, and (by what I faw now, and had formerly ex¬ 
perienced) treacherous. After this I lent my boat to found ; they had firft forty, then 
thirty, and at laft twenty fathom water. We followed the boat, and came to anchor 
about a quarter of a mile from the fhore, in twenty-fix fathom water, fine black fand 
and oaze. We rode right againft the mouth of a fmall river, where I hoped to find 
frelh water. Some of the natives Handing on a fmall point at the river’s mouth, I fent 
a fmall Ihot over their heads to fright them, which it did effectually. In the after- 
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noon I font my boat affiorc to the natives jvho flood upon the point by the river s 
mouth with a prefent of cocoa-nuts ; when the boat was come near the ffiore, they 
came running into the water, and put their nuts into the boat, i hen I made a fignal 
for the boat to come aboard, and font both it and the yawl into the river to look for 
frefh water, ordering the pinnace to be near the river's mouth, w’hile the yawl went 
up to fearch. Ill an hour's time they returned aboard with fome barrecoes full of 
frefli water, which they had taken up about half a mile up the river. After which 1 
fent them again with calks, ordering one of them to fill water, and the other to watch 
the motions of the natives, left they fboutd make any oppofition; but they did not, and 
fo the boats returned a little before fun-fet with a tun and half of water; and the next 
day by noon brought aboard about fix tuns of water. 

I fent afliore commodities to purchafe hogs, &c. being informed that the natives have 
plenty of them, as alfo of yams and other good roots; but my men returned without 
getting any thing that 1 fent them for ; the natives being unwilling to trade with us ; 
yet they admired our hatchets and axes, but would part with nothing but cocoa-nuts, 
which they ufed to climb the trees for; and fo foon as they gave them our men, they 
beckoned to them to be gone, for they were much afraid of us. 

The 18th, I fent both boats again for water, and before noon they bad filled all my 
calks. In the afternoon I fent them both to cut wood; but feeing about forty natives 
ftanding on the bay at a final] diftance from our men, I made a fignal for them to 
come aboard again, which they did, and brought me word that the men which we faw 
on the bay were palling that way, but were afraid to come nigh them. At four o'clock 
I fent both the boats again for more wood, and they returned in the evening. Then I 
called my officers to confult whether it were convenient to flay here longer, and 
endeavour a better acquaintance with thefe people, or go to fca. My defign of tarrying 
here longer, was, if poffible, to get fome hogs, goats, yams, or other roots; as alfo to 
get fome knowledge of the country and its produa. My officers unanimoufiy gave 
their opinions for Itaying longer here. So the next day I fent both boats a-bore again, 
to fifli and to cut more wood. While they were alhore, about thirty or forty men and 
women paffed by them ; they were a little afraid of our people at firft, but upon their 
making figns of friendfliip, they paffed by quietly; the men finely bedecked with 
feathers of divers colours about their heads, and lances in their hands \ the women had 
no ornament about them, nor any thing to cover their nakednefs, but a bunch of ftnall 
green boughs before and behind, ftuck under a firing which came round their vvaifts. 
They carried large bafkets on their heads, full of yams. And this l have obferved 
amongft all the wild natives I have known, that they make their women carry the 
burdens, while the men walk before, without any other load than their arms and orna¬ 
ments. At noon our men came aboard with the wood they had cut, and had catched 
but fix fifhes at four or five hauls of the fain, though we faw abundance of fiffi leaping 
in the bay all the day long. 

In the afternoon I fent the boats afhore for more wood ; and fome of our men went 
to the natives’ houfes, and found they were now more fhy than they ufed to be; had 
taken down all the cocoa-nuts from the trees, and driven away their hogs. Our 
people made figns to them to know what was become of their hogs, &c. The natives 
pointing to fome houfes in the bottom of the bay, and imitating the noife of thofe 
creatures, feemed to intimate that there were both hogs and goats of feveral fizes, 
which they expreffed by holding their hands abroad at feveral diftances from the 
ground. 
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At night our boats came aboard with wood ; and the next morning I went myfelf 
with both boats up the river to the watering-place, carrying with me all fueh trifles and 
iron-work as I thought moll: proper to induce them to a commerce with us; but 
I found them very lhy and roguiffi. I faw but two men and a boy : one of the men 
by fome figns was perfuaded to come to the boat's fide, where I was ; to him I gave 
a knife, a firing of beads, and a glafs^bottle ; the fellow called out, “ Cocos, cocos,” 
pointing to a village hard by, and fignified to us that he would go for fome j but he 
never returned to us : and thus they had frequently of late ferved our men* I took 
eight or nine men with me, and marched to their houfes, which I found very mean, and 
their doors made faft with withes. 

I vifited three of their villages, and finding all the houfes thus abandoned by the 
inhabitants, who carried with them all their hogs, &c. I brought out of their houfes 
fome final! fifhing-nets in recompence for thofe things they had received of us. As 
we were coming away we faw two of the natives; I fhewed them the things that we 
carried with us, and called to them, Cocos, cocos,” to let them know that I took 
thefe things becaufe they had not made good what they had promifed by their figns, 
and by their calling out Cocos. While I was thus employed, the men in the yawl filled 
two hogfbeads oi water, and all the barreeoes. About one in the afternoon I came 
aboard, and found all my officers and men very importunate to go to that bay where 
the hogs were faid to be. I was loth to yield to it, fearing they would deal too 
roughly with the natives. By two o'clock in the afternoon many black clouds gathered 
over the land, which I thought would deter them from their enterprize \ but they 
foliated me the more to let them go. At lafl I confented, fending thofe commodities 
I had afhore with me in the morning, and giving them a ftrift charge to deal by fair 
means, and to aft cautioufly for their own fecurity. The bay I fent them to was 
about two miles from the ffiip. As foon as they were gone, I got all things ready, that, 
xf I faw occafion, I might affift them with my great guns. When they came to land, 
the natives in great companies flood to refill them, fhaking their lances, and threaten¬ 
ing them ; and fome were fo daring, as to wade into the fea, holding a target in one 
hand and a lance in the other. Our men held up to them fuch commodities as I had 
fent, and made figns of friendfhip, but to no purpofe, for the natives waved them off. 
Seeing therefore they could not be prevailed upon to a friendly commerce, my men, 
being refolded to have fome provifion among them, fired fome mufketS to fcare them 
away ; which had the defired effect upon all but two or three, who flood flill in a 
menacing pofture, till the boldefl dropped his target and ran away; they fuppofed he 
was ffiot in the arm : he and fome others felt the fmart of our bullefs 3 but none were 
killed ; our defign being rather to fright than to kill them. Our men landed, and 
found abundance of tame hogs running among the houfes. They Ihot down nine, 
which they brought away, befides many that ran away wounded. They had but little 
time; for in lefs than ail hour after they went from the Chip it began to rain j wherefore 
they got what they could into the boats, for I had charged them to come away 
if it rained. By the time the boat was aboard^ and the hogs taken in, it cleared up, 
and my men defired to make another trip thither before night; this was about five in 
the evening, and I confented, giving them orders to repair on board before night. In 
the clofeof the eVening' they returned accordingly, with eight hogs more, and a little 
live pig ; and by this time the other hogs were jerked and faked. Thefe that came 
laft we only drefled and corned till morning ; and then fent both boats afiiore for more 
refreffiments either of hogs or roots : but in the night the natives had conveyed away 
their provifions of all forts. Many of them were now about the houfes, and none 
offered to refill our boats landing, but on the contrary were fo amicable, that one man 
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brought ten or twelve cocoa-nuts, left them on the Ihore after he had (hewed them to 
our men, and went out of fight. Our people finding nothing but nets and images, 
brought feme of them away, which two of my men brought aboard in a frnall canoe, 
and prefently after my boats came off. I ordered the boatfwain to take care of the nets 
till we came at fome place where they might be difpofed of for forne refrelhment for 
the ufe of all the company. The images I took into my own cuftody. 

In the afternoon I lent the canoe to the place from whence Hie had been brought, 
and in her two axes, two hatchets (one of them helved), fix knives, fix looking-glaffes, 
a large bunch of beads, and four glafs bottles. Our men drew the canoe a(hore,'placed the 
things to the belt advantage in her, and came off in the pinnace which I fent to guard 
them: and now being well flocked with wood, and all my water-calks full, I refolved 
to fail the next morning. All the time of our flay here we had very fair weather, only 
fometimes in the afternoon we had a Ihower of rain, which Med not above an hour at 
moll; alfo fome thunder and lightning, with very little wind : we had fea and laud 
breezes, the former between the fouth-louth-eaft, and the latter from north-eaft to 
north-weft. 

This place I named Port Montague, in honour of my noble patron : it lies in the 
latitude of 6° to' fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape St. George, one hundred 
and fifty-one miles weft. The country hereabouts is mountainous and woody, full of 
rich valleys and pleafant frelh water-brooks. The mould in the valleys is deep and 
yellowilli, that on the fides of the hill of a very brown colour, and not very deep, 
but rocky underneath, yet excellent planting land. The trees in general are neither 
very ftraight, thick nor tall, yet appear green and pleafant enough; fome of them bore 
flowers, feme berries, and others big fruits, but all unknown to any of us: cocoa-nut- 
trees thrive very well here, as well on the bays by the fea-fide, as more remote among 
the plantations; the nuts are of an indifferent fize, the milk and kernel very thick and 
pleafant. Here is ginger, yams, and other very good roots for the pot, that our men 
law and tailed: what other fruits or roots the country affords, I know not. Here are 
hogs and dogs; other land-animals we faw none. The fowls we faw and knew, 
were pigeons, parrots, cockadores, and crows like thofe in England; a fort of birds 
about the bignefs of a black-bird, and fmaller birds many. The fea and rivers have 
plenty of fifh; we faw abundance, though we catched but few, and thefe were 
cavallies, yellow-tails and whip-rays. 

We departed from hence on the 22d of March, and on the 24th, in the even¬ 
ing, we faw fome high land bearing north-weft half-weft, to the weft of which 
we could fee no land, though there appeared fomething like land bearing weft a 
little foutherly, but not being fure of it, 1 fteered weft-north-weft all night, 
and kept going on with an ealy fail, intending to coaft along the fltore at a 
diftance. At ten o’clock, I faw a great fire bearing north-well-by-weil, blazing up in 
a pillar, fometimes very high for three or four minutes, then falling quite down for an 
equal fpace of time; fometimes hardly vilible, till it blazed up again. I had laid me 
down, having been indifpofed thefe three days; but upon a fight of this, my chief mate 
called me; I got up and viewed it for about half an hour, and knew it to be a burning- 
hill by its intervals: I charged them to look well out, having bright moon-light. In 
the morning I found that the fire we had feen the night before, was a burning-ifland, 
and fteered for it. We faw many other iflands, one large high ifland, and another 
fmaller, but pretty high. I flood near the volcano, and many fmall low iflands with 
fome fhoals. 

March the 25th, 1700, in the evening, we came within three leagues of this burning- 
hill, being at the fame time two leagues from the main ; I found a good channel to 
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pafs between them, and kept nearer the main than the ifland. At feven in the evening 
I founded, and had fifty-two fathom fine fand and oaze. I ftood to the northward 
to get clear of this {freight, having but little wind and fair weather. The ifland all 
night vomited fire and fmoke very amazingly, and at every belch we heard a dreadful 
noife like thunder, and faw a flame of fire after it, the molt terrifying that ever I faw ; 
the intervals between its belches were about half a minute, fome more, others lefs; 
neither were thefe pulfes or eruptions alike, for fome were but faint convuifions, in 
comparifon of the more vigorous; yet even the weakelt vented a great deal of fire; 
but the largeft made a roaring noife, and fent up a large flame twenty or thirty yards 
high; and then might be feen a great ftream of fire running down to the foot of the 
ifland, even to the fhore. From the furrows made by this defcending fire, we could, 
in the day time, fee great fmoaks arife, which probably were made by the fulphureous 
matter thrown out of the funnel at the top, which tumbling down to the bottom, and 
there lying in a heap, burned till either confumed or extiuguiflied ; and as long as it 
burned and kept its heat, fo long the fmoak afcended from it ^ which we perceived to 
increafe or decreafe, according to the quantity of matter difcharged from the funnel: 
but the next night, being fhot to the weftward of the burning-illand, and the funnel 
of it lying on the fouth-fide, we could not difcern the fire there, as we did the fmoak 
in the day when we were to the fouthward of it. This volcano lies in the latitude of 
5 ° 33 # fourth a nd meridian diftance from Cape St. George, three hundred and thirty- 
two miles weft. 

The eaftermnoft part of New Guinea lies forty miles to the weftward of this tract of 
land; and by hydrographers they are made joining together; but here I found an 
opening and paffage between, with many iflands, the largeft of which lie on the north 
fide of this paffage or ftreighr. The channel is very good, between the iflands and the 
land to the eaftward. The eaft part of New Guinea, is high and mountainous, ending, 
on the north-eaft with a large promontory, which I named King William’s. Cape, in. 
honour of His prefent Majefty. We faw fome fmoaks on it, and leaving it on our 
larboard fide, fleered away near the eaft land, which ends with two remarkable capes 
or heads, diftant from each other about fix or feven leagues: within each head were 
two very remarkable mountains, afcending very gradually from the lea fide; which 
afforded a very pleafant and agreeable profpeft. The mountains and lower land were 
pleafantly mixed with wood-land and lavannahs; the trees appeared very green and 
flourifhing; and the favannahs feeined to be very fmooth and even; no meadow in 
England appears more green in the l’pring than thefe. We faw fmoaks, but did not 
ftrive to anchor here, but rather chofe to get under one of the iflands, (where I thought 
I fhould find few or no inhabitants}, that I might repair my pinnace, which was fo 
crazy, that I could not venture alhore any where with her. As we ftood over to the 
iflands, we looked out very well to the north, but could fee no land that way; by 
which I was well affured that we ware got through, and that this eaft land does not 
join to New Guinea j therefore I named it Nova Britannia. The north-weft cape, I 
called Cape Glocefter, and the fouth-weft-point Cape Anne; and the north-weft 
mountain, which is very remarkable, I called Mount Glocefter. 

This ifland which I called Nova Britannia, has about 4 0 of latitude: the body of it 
lying in 4 0 , and the northernmoft part in 2° 32', and the fouthernmoft in 6° 30' fouth. 
It has about 5 0 18' longitude from eaft to weft. It is generally high mountainous land, 
mixed with large valleys, which, as well as the mountains, appeared very fertile; and 
in moll places that we faw, the trees are very large, tall and thick. It is alfo very well 
inhabited with ftrong well-limbed negroes, whom we found very daring and bold at 
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feveral places. As to the produfl of it, I know no more than what I have faid in. 
my account of Port Mountague; but it is very probable this ifland may afford 
as many rich commodities as any in the world; and the natives may be eafily 
brought to commerce, though I could not pretend to it under my prefent cir- 
cumftances. 

Being near the ifland to the northward of the Volcano, I fent my boat to found, 
thinking to anchor here, but fhe returned and brought me word that they had no 
ground, till they met with a riff of coral rocks about a mile from the fliore; then I 
bore away to the north fide of the ifland, where we found no anchoring neither. We 
faw feveral people, and fome cocoa-nut-trees, but could not fend afbore for want of my 
pinnace, which was out of order. In the evening I flood off to fea, to be at fuch a dis¬ 
tance that I might not be driven by any currunt upon the fhoals of this ifland, if it 
fliould prove calm. We had but little wind, efpecially the beginning of the night; 
but in the morning I found myfelf fo far to the weft of the ifland, that the wind being 
at eaft-fouth-eaft, I could not fetch it, wherefore I kept on to the fouthward, and 
Hemmed with the body of a high ifland about eleven or twelve leagues long, lying to 
the fouthward of that which I before defigned for. I named this ifland Sir George 
Rook’s Ifland. 

We alfo faw fome other iflands to the weft ward, which may be better feen in my 
draft of thefe lands than here defcribed ; but feeing a very fmall ifland lying to the 
north-weft of the long ifland which was before us, and not far from it, I fleered away 
for that, hoping to find anchoring there; and having but little wind, I fent my boat 
before to found, which, when we were about two miles diftance from the fliore, came 
on board and brought me word that there was good anchoring in thirty or forty fathom 
water, a mile from the ifle, and within a reeff of the rocks which lay in a half-moon, 
reaching from the north .part of the ifland to the fouth-eaft j io at noon we got in and 
anchored in thirty-fix fathom, a mile from the ifle. 

In the afternoon I fent my boat alhore to the ifland, to fee what convenience there 
was to haul our veffel alhore in order to be mended, and whether we could catch any 
fifh. My men in the boat rowed about the ifland, but could not land by reafon of 
the rocks and a great forge running in upon the fliore. We found variation here, 
3 ° 2 s' weft. 

I defigned to have flaid among thefe iflands till I had got my pinnace refitted; but 
having no more than one man who had fkill to work upon her, I faw lhe would be a 
long time in repairing (which was one great reafon why I could not profecute my dif- 
coveries further) ; and the eafterly winds being fet in* I found I fhould fcarce be able 
to hold my ground. 

The 31ft, in the forenoon, we fhot in between two iflands, lying about four leagues 
afunder, with intention to pafs between them. The fouthemtnoft is a long ifland, with 
a high hill at each end ; this I named Long Ifland. The northernmoft is a round high 
ifland towering up with feveral heads or tops, fomething refernbhng a crown ; this I 
named Crown Ifle, from its form. Both thefe iflands appeared very pleafant, having 
fpots of green favannahs mixed among the wood-land : the trees appeared very green 
and flourifhing, and fome of them looked white and full of bloflbms. We paffed clofe 
by Crown Ifle, faw many cocoa-nut trees on the bays and fides of the hills; and one 
boat was coming off from the fliore, but returned again. We faw no fmoaks on either 
of the iflands, neither did we fee any plantations, and it is probable they are not very 
well peopled. We faw many fhoals near Crown Ifland, and reefs of rocks running off 
from the points a mile or more into the fea : my boat was once over-board, with defign 
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to have fent her afliore, but having little wind, and feeing fome fhoals, I hoifted her in 
again, and flood ofl' out of danger. 

In the afternoon, feeing an ifland bearing north-weft-by-weft, we fleered away north- 
weft-by-north, to be to the northward of it. The next morning, being about midway 
from the iflands we left yefterday, and having this to the weftward of us, the land of 
the main of New Guinea within us to the fouthward, appeared very high. When we 
came within four or five leagues of this ifland to the weft of us, four boats came off 
to view us, one came within call, but returned with the other three without fpeaking 
to us ; fo we kept on foj; the ifland, which I named Sir R. Rich’s Ifland. It was pretty 
high, woody, and mixed with favannahs like thofe formerly mentioned. Being to the 
north of it, we faw an opening between it and another ifland two leagues to the weft of 
it, which before appeared all in one. The main feemed to be high land, trending to 
the weftward. 

On Tuefday, the 2d of April, about eight in the morning, we difcovered a high-peaked 
ifland to the weftward, which feemed to fmoak at its top 1 the next day we palled by 
the north fide of the Burning Ifland, and faw a fmoak again at its top, but the vent 
lying on the fouth fide of the peak, we could not obferve it diftinflly, nor fee the fire. 
We afterwards opened three more iflands, and iome land to the fouthward, which we 
could not well tell whether it were iflands or part of the main. Thefe iflands are all high, 
full of fair trees and fpots of great favannahs, as well the Burning Ifle as the reft; but 
the Burning Ifle was more round and peaked at top, very fine land near the fea, and 
for two-thirds up it: we alfo faw another ifle fending forth a great fmoak at once, 
but it foon vanifbed, and we faw it no more; we faw alfo, among thefe iflands, three- 
fmall veffels with fails, which the people on Nova Britannia feem wholly ignorant of. 

The 1 ith, at noon, having a very good obfervation, I found myfelf to the northward 
of my reckoning, and thence concluded that we had a current fetting north-weft, or 
rather more wefterly, as the land lies. From that time to the next morning we had 
fair clear weather, and a fine moderate gale front fouth-eaft to eaft-by-north - but at 
day-break the clouds began to fly, and it lightened very much in the eaft, fouth-eaft,. 
and north-eaft. At fun-rtfing, the fky looked very red in the eaft near the horizon, 
and there were many black clouds both to the fouth and north of it. About a quarter 
of an hour after the fun was tip, there was a fquall to the windward of us \ when on a 
fudden one of our men an the fore-caflle called out that he faw 1'oniething a-ftern, but 
could not tell what: I looked out for it, and immediately faw a fpout beginning to 
work within a quarter of a mile of us, exactly in the wind : we prefently put right 
before it. It came very fwiftly, whirling the water up in a pillar about fix or feven 
yards high. As yet I could not fee any pendulous cloud, from whence it might come; 
and was in hopes it would foon lofe its force. In four or five minutes time, it came 
within a cable’s length of us, and palled away to leeward, and then I faw a long pale 
ftreatn coming down to the whirling water. This ftream was about the bignefs of a 
rainbow: the upper end feemed vaftly high, not defcending from any dark cloud, 
and therefore the more ftrange to me; I never having feen the like before. It pall 
about a mile to leeward of us, and then broke, lhis was but a fmall fpout, not ftrong 
nor lading ; yet I perceived much wind in it as it pafied by us. lhe current full con¬ 
tinued at north-weft a little wefterly, which I allowed to run a mile per hour. 

By an obfervation the 13th, at noon, I found myfelf 25' to the northward of my 
reckoning ; whether occafioned by bad fteerage, a bad account, or a current, I could 
not determine; but was apt to judge it might be a complication of allfor I could not 
think it was wholly the current, the land here lying eaft-by-fouth, and weft-by-north. 
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or a little more northerly and foutherly. We had kept fo nigh as to fee it, and 
at fartheft had not been above twenty leagues frdtn it, but fometimes much 
nearer; and it is not probable that any current fhould fet direftly off from a land. 
A tide indeed may; but then the flood has the fame force to ftrike in upon the 
fliore, as the ebb to ftrike off from it: but a current muft have fet nearly along fhore, 
either eafterly or wefterly; and if any thing northerly or foutherly, it could be but 
very little in comparifon of its eaft or weft courfe, on a coaft lying as this doth; which 
yet we did not perceive. If therefore we were deceived by a current, it is very pro¬ 
bable that the laud is here disjoined, and that there is a paffage through to the fouth- 
ward, and that the land—from King ^Villiam’s Cape to this place is an ifland, feparated 
from New Guinea by foine ftreight, as Nova Britannia is by that which we came 
through. But this being at beft but a probable conje&ure, I fliall infill no farther 

upon it. _ . 

The 14th we palled by Scouten’s Ifland, and Providence Iliand, and found full a 
very ftrong current fetting to the north-weft. On the 17th we faw a high mountain 
on the main, that fent forth great quantities of fmoke from its top: this volcano we 
did not fee in our voyage out. In the afternoon we difcovered King William’s Ifland, 
and crow ded all the fail we could to get near it before night, thinking to. lie to the 
eaftward of it till day, for fear of fome Ihoals that lie at the weft end of it. Before 
night we got within two leagues of it, and having a fine gale of wind and a light moon, 

I refolved to pafs through in the night, which I hoped to do before twelve o’clock, if 
the gale continued; but when we came within two miles of it, it fell calm; yet after¬ 
wards by the help of the current, a fmall gale, and our boat, we got through before 
day. I11 the night we had a very fragrant fmell from the ifland. By morning-light 
we were got two leagues to the weftward of it; and then were becalmed all the morn¬ 
ing ; and met fuch whirling tides, that when we came into them, the fliip turned quite 
round: and though fometimes we had a fmall gale of wind, yet fhe could not .feel 
the helm when fhe came into thefe whirlpools: neither could we get from amongft 
them, till a brifk gale fprung up; yet we drove not much any way, but whirled round 
like a top. And thofe whirlpools were not conftant to one place but drove about 
ftrangely j and fometimes we faw among them large ripplings of the water, like great 
over-falls, making a fearful noife. I fent my boat to found, but found no ground. 

The 18th Cape Mabo bore fouth, diftance nine leagues; by which account it lies 
in the latitude of 50' fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape St. George one thoufand 
two hundred and forty-three miles. St. John’s Ifle lies forty-eight miles to the eaft of 
Cape St. George; which being added to the diftance between Cape St. George and 
Cape Mabo, makes one thoufand two hundred and ninety-one meridional parts; which 
was the furtheft that I was to the eaft. In my outward-bound voyage I made meridian 
diftance between Cape Mabo and Cape St. George, one thoufand two hundred and 
ninety miles; and now in my return, but one thoufand two hundred and forty-three; 
which is forty-feven fhort of my diftance going out. This difference may probably 
be occafioned by the ftrong wellern current which we found in our return, which I 
allowed for after 1 perceived it; and though we did not difcern any current when we 
went to the eaftward, except when near the iflands, yet it is probable we had one 
againft us, though we did not take notice of it becaufe of the ftrong wefterly winds. 
King William’s liland lies in the latitude of 21' fouth, and may be Teen diftin&Iy off 
Cape Mabo. 

In the evening we paft by Cape Mabo; and afterwards fleered away fouth-eaft half- 
eaft, keeping along the Ihore, which here trends fouth-eafterly. The next morning, 
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feeing a large opening in the land, with an ifknd near the fouth fide; I flood in, 
thinking to anchor there. When we were fhot in within two leagues of the 
iiland, the wind came to the weft, which blows right into the opening. I flood to 
the north fhore; intending, when I came pretty nigh, to fend ray boat into the open¬ 
ing, and found, before I would adventure in. We found feveral deep bays, but no 
foundings within two miles of the fhore; therefore I flood off again. Then feeing a 
ripling under our lee. 1 fent my boat to found on it; which returned in half an hour, 
and brought me word that the rippling wg faw was only a tide, and that they had no 
ground there. 
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ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK’S FIRST VOYAGE. 


Begun in 17685 and fimjhed in 177** 


\ FEW years after His prefent Majefty’s acceffion to the throne, he turnedJJ® 
A thoughts to voyages of difcovery, particularly m ^ 0, {them hemifphere. -Three 
were made by Captain (now Admiral) Byron, Captain W allis, and Captain Carteret, 
at different periods. In confequence of their fuccefs, other voyages were lougi o 
upon a more enlarged fcale, and carried into execution by Captain Cook, who maae 
three alfo ; in the laft of which he unhappily loll his life. Of this a compendium has 
been already laid before the public; and his two former expeditions are now intended 

to be given in the fame fummary manner. 

Captain Cook received his commiffion in the month of May, 176b, and o 
26th of Auguft following, failed from Plymouth in the Endeavour, a veflel of about 
three hundred tons, which was originally intended for the coal trade. _ 

Mr. Banks, a gentleman of confiderable property 111 Lincolnfhire (now Sir Jofeph 
Banks, and Prefident of the Royal Society), and Dr. Solander a native of Sweden, 
who had ftudied under Linnaeus, both undertook, from a laudable defire of acquiring 
knowledge in aflronomy and botany, to accompany the captain. The formerot tfiele 
gentlemen was not long returned from a voyage to Newfoundland ; his prmcipa ><- 
now was to view the tranfit of Venus. They took two drahfmen with them ; one to 
delineate fubjeas in natural hiflory, the other landfcapes. Mr. Banks had alio a fecr^.- 

ta Thurfday, December 8th, 1768, having procured all neceffary fupplies, they left 
Rio de Janeiro. They did not meet with any material occurrence from this time to 
the 22d, when they were furrounded by great numbers of porpoifes, of a imgular Ipe- 
cies, which were about fifteen feet in length, and of an alh colour. On the 23d they 
obferved an eclipfe of the moon ; and about feven o’clock in the morning a fmall white 
cloud appeared in the weft, from which a train of fire iffued, extending ltfell we ei y j 
about two minutes after they heard two diftinft loud explofions, immediately lucceed- 
ing each other, like cannon, after which the cloud foon difappeared. 

A)n the 30th they ran upwards of fifty leagues, through vaft numbers of land m- 
fefts feme in the air, and others upon the water ; they appeared to referable exattly 
the flies that are feen in England, though they were thirty leagues from land, and 
fome of thefe infefts never quit it beyond a few yards. , r „ , 

January 4th, 1769, they law an appearance of land, which they nuftook tor Pepv s 
ifland • but on their Handing towards it, it proved what the failors call a F og Bank. 
On the 14th they entered the ftreight of Le Maire ; but the tide being againlt them, 
they were driven out with great violence, and the waves ran fo high, that the imp s 
bowfprit was frequently under water; at length however they got anchorage, at the 
entrance of a little cove, which Captain Cook called St, Vincent s Bay* 
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The weeds, which here grow upon rocky ground, are very remarkable; they appear 
above the furface in eight and nine fathoms water; the leaves are four feet in 
length, and many of the ftaiks, though not more than an inch and a half in circumference, 
above one hundred. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander having been on fhore Tome hours, 
returned with more than a hundred different plants and flowers, hitherto unnoticed by 
the European botanifts. 

Sunday 15th, having anchored in twelve fathoms water, upon coral rocks, before 
a finall cove, diftant from fhore about a mile, two of the natives came down upon the 
beach, in expectation that they would laud ; but this fituation affording little lhelter, 
the captain got under fail again, and the natives retired. 

About two o’clock they anchored in the bay of Good Succefs, and the captain went on 
fhore, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, to fearchfor a watering-place, and 
confer with the Indians. Thefe gentlemen proceeded about a hundred yards before the 
captain, when two of the Indians having advanced forward and feated themfelves, they 
rofe, upon Mr. Banks and the doctor’s coming up, and each of them threw away a 
fmall flick, which they had before in their hands ; this they did infuch a direction, that 
the flick flew both from themfelves and the ftrangers, which they meant as a token of 
peace, and a teltimonial of their renouncing weapons; they then returned brifkly 
towards their companions, who had remained at fome distance behind, and made flgns 
to the ftrangers to advance, which they accordingly complied with. The reception the 
gentlemen met with was friendly, though the manner was uncouth. The civility was 
returned, by the diftribudon of beads and ribbons, with which the Indians were much 
pleafed. After a mutual confidence had been thus eftabliflied, the reft of the Englifh 
party joined, and a general converfation, though of a Angular kind, enfticd. Three 
of the Indians now returned with the captain and his friends to the fliip, whom they 
cloathed with jackets, and gave them bread, jerked beef, &c, part of which they eat, 
and carried the remainder on fhore. They refufed to drink rum or brandy, after 
tafting them, intimating by figns that it burnt their throats. One of them ftole the 
covering of a globe, which he fecreted under his cloak. After flaying near two hours 
on board they went on fhore. They were of a middle flature with broad flat faces, low 
foreheads, high cheeks, nofes inclining to flatnefs, wide noftrils, fmall black eyes, large 
mouths, finall but indifferent teeth, and black ftraight hair, falling down over their 
ears and forehead, which was commonly fmeared with brown and red paint; and, like 
all the original natives of America, they were beardlefs. Their garments were the 
fkins of guanicos and feals, which they wrapped round their fhoulders. The women 
have a fmall firing tied round each ancle, and wear each a flap of fkin round the mid¬ 
dle. They carry the children on their backs, and are generally employed in domeftie 
labour and drudgery. 

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Buchan, and feveral other gentlemen, accompanied 
by fervants, went a confiderable way into the country, where they had marfby ground, 
and very cold blafts of wind and fnow, to contend with ; however, after great fatigue, 
they at laft attained a confiderable eminence they had in view. Here they found a 
great variety of plants, that gratified their curiofity, and repaid them for their toil. 

It was now near eight o’clock in the evening, and Dr. Solander, who knew from 
experience that extreme cold, when joined with fatigue, occafions a drowfinefs that is 
not eafily refilled, intreated his friends to keep in motion, however difagreeable it 
might be to them ; his words were, “ Whoever fits down, will fleep ; and whoever 
fleeps, will wake no more.” Every one feemed accordingly armed with refolution; 
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but on a fodden the cold became fo very intenfe, as to threaten the moil direful effects* 
It was very remarkable, that Dr-Solander hirnfelf, who had fo forcibly admoniffied and 
alarmed his party, fliould be the fir ft who infilled upon being fuffercd to repofe. In 
fpite of the molt earned entreaties of his friends, he lay down amid ft the fnow, and it 
was with great difficulty they kept the doftor awake. One of the black fervants be¬ 
came alfo weary and faint, and was upon the point of following the dofloris example. 
Mr. Buchan was therefore detached with a party to make a fire at the firft commodious 
fpot they could meet with. Mr, Banks, with four more, remained with the Doftor 
and Richmond the black, who, with the utmoft difficulty, were induced to come on; 
but after walking a few miles farther, they expreffed their inability of proceeding. 
When the black was informed, that if he remained there he would foon be frozen to 
death, he replied, that he was fo exhaufted with fatigue, that death would be a relief 
to him. Dr. Solander faid he was not unwilling to go, but that he muft firft take 
fome fleep, nonvithflandmg what he had before declared to the company. Thus re- 
folvcd, they both fat down, fupported by bufhes, and in a fhort time fell faft afleep* 
Intelligence now came from the advanced party, that a fire was kindled about a quarter 
of a mile farther on the way, Mr. Banks then waked the do£lor, who had almolt loft 
the ufe of his limbs already, though it was but a few minutes fmee he fat down; he 
neverthelefe confented to go on. Every meafure taken to relieve the black proved in¬ 
effectual ; he remained motionlefs* and they were obliged to leave him to the care of 
the other black fervant and a failor* who appeared to have been the leaft hurt by the 
cold, and they were to be relieved, as foon as two others were fufficiently wanned to 
fupply their places. The doflor was with much difficulty got to the fire. Thpfe who 
were fent to relieve the companions of Richmond, returned in about half an hour 
without being able to find them. What rendered the mortification fill I greater was, 
that a bottle of rum, the whole flock of the party, could not be found, and was 
judged to have been left with orle of the three who were miffing. There was a fall of 
fnow which inceffantly continued for near two hours, and there remained no hopes of 
feeing the three abfentees again, at leaft, alive- About twelve o^clockj however, a 
great fhouting was heard at a diftance, which gave inexpreffible fatisfaclion to every 
one prefent, Mr. Banks and four others went forth and met the failor, with juft 
ftrength enough to walk j he was immediately fent to the fire, and they proceeded to 
feek for the two others. They found Richmond upon his legs, but incapable of mov¬ 
ing them j the other black was lying fenfelefs upon the ground. All endeavours to 
bring them to the fire were fruitJefs, nor was it poffible to kindle one upon the fpot* 
on account of the fnow that had fallen, and was ftill falling, fo that there was no al¬ 
ternative, and they were compelled to leave the two unfortunate negroes to their fate, 
making them, however* a bed, of boughs of trees, and covering them very thick with 
the fame. 

As all hands had been employed in endeavouring to move the two blacks to the fire* 
and had therefore been expofed to the cold for near an hour and a half, fome of them 
began to be affli&ed in the fame manner as thofe they went to relieve. Brifcoe* another 
of Mr. Banks's fervants* in particular, began to lofe his fenfibility. They at length 
reached the fire, and there paffed the night in a very difagreeable manner. "The party 
that fet out from the fiiip eonfijfted of twelve, of whom two were already judged to be 
dead: it was doubtful whether a third would be able to return on board ; and Mr. 
Buchan, a fourth, who had but juft recovered from fits, feemed threatened with them 
again. They had wandered fo far into the internal parts, that the fiiip was a long day’s 
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journey difftmt, through an unfrequented wood, in which they might probably be be¬ 
wildered till night; and being equipped only for a journey of a few hours* they had 
not provifions left fufficient to afford the company a Angle meal* 

On the 7th, in the morning, at day-break, nothing prefen ted itfelf to view all 
around but fnow, the trees being equally covered with it as the ground ; and the blafts 
of wind were fo violent and frequent, that their journey was rendered im practicable* 
and there was much reafon to dread perifhing with cold and famine* However, at 
about fix in the morning they were flattered with a dawn of hope of being delivered, 
by difcovering the fun through the clouds, which gradually diminiflied. Previous to 
their fetting out, meffengers were difpatched to the unhappy negroes*, who returned 
with the melancholy news of their death* 

About ten o'clock in the morning they fet out on their journey to the flip, and in 
about three hours, to their great aftonifhment and fatisfaSion, they found themfelves 
upon the fhore, much nearer to the fhip than their moll fang nine expectations could 
have flattered them. When they took a retrofpe£t of their former route from the fea, 
they found that inftead of afeending the hill in a direil line, they had made a circle 
aimed round the country. The congratulations every one on board exprelfed at their 
return, can better be imagined than exprefied. 

Oil the 20th, Mr, Banks and Dr, Solander made another excurfion into the coun¬ 
try. After walking for fome time, they arrived at a fmall town, confiding of about a 
dozen miferable huts, conftructed without art or regularity, in the form of a fagar 
loaf, with a place left open* which anfwered the double purpofe of a door and chim¬ 
ney. Their bows and arrows were conftructed with neatnefis and ingenuity : they were 
made of wood highly poliflied ; and the point, which was either glafs or flint* was fitted 
with much fkilL Mr. Banks obferved glafs and flint amongft them unwrought, with 
cloth, canvafs, rings, buttons, &c, it was therefore judged, that they travelled at 
times to the north, as no fifip had touched at this part of Terra del Eucgo for fame 
years. 

They did not feem to have any form of government among them, nor did there 
appear any kind of fubordination. Thefe people appeared upon the whole to be the 
out-cafts of human nature, whole lives were palled in wandering in a forlorn manner 
over dreary waflies ; their only food was fliell-fifh, dedilute of every convenience arifing 
from the rudeft art, or even an implement to drefs their food. Such were thefe peo¬ 
ple, who neverthelefs appeared content j fo little does refinement or luxury promote 
happinefs- 

1 he generality of writers, who have deferibed the ifland of Term del Fuego, have 
represented it as covered with faovv, and deftitute of wood. In this, however, they 
are evidently miftaken, and their error mull have arifen from having vifited it in the 
winter feafon* when it pollibly is covered with fnpw; The crew of the Endeavour per¬ 
ceived trees when they were at a confidcrable diitance from the ifland, and on their 
nearer approach, they found the lea coaft and the fides of the hills clothed with an 
agreeable verdure. The fummit of the hills are barren, but the valleys are rich, and 
a brook is to be found at the foot of almoli: every hill 5 the water has a reddilh tinge, 
but is not ill tailed, and was fome of the belt the captain took in during his whole 
voyage. 

Thurfday, January 26th, Captain Cook weighed anchor, and the weather being 
very calm, Mr. Banks failed in a fmall boat to flioot birds, when he killed fome (heer- 
waters and albatroffes; the latter were larger than thole caught to the north of the 
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ftreight; the (heerwatcrs were lefs, and their backs darker coloured. The albatroffes 
proved very gobd eating. 

Notwithstanding the doubling of Cape Horn is reprefented as a very dangerous 
courfe, and ’that it is generally thought palling through the (freight of Magellan is 
lefs perilous, the Endeavour doubled it with as little danger as the North Foreland on 
the Ken till) coaftj the heavens were fair, the wind temperate, the weather pleafant, 
and, being near fliorc, they had a very diftinft view of the coaft. 

Mr. Banks killed more than fixty birds in one day, and he caught two foreft flies 
of the fame fpecies, but never yet deferibed. He alfo found a cultle-fifti, which had 
juft been killed by the birds ; it was different from the fillies of this name met with in 
the European feas, having a double row of flurp talons, refetnbling thofe of a cat, 
which ifTued or retraced at will. This fifli made excellent foup. 

Saturday, the 25th, on account of a fquabble about a bit of feal (kin which he had 
taken in a frolick, but which was reprefented to his officer as a theft, one of the ma¬ 
rines, a young fellow about twenty, threw hitnfelf overboard, and was drowned. 

About ten o’clock, Tuefday, April 4th, Peter Brifcoe, fervant to Mr. Banks, difeo- 
vered land to the fouth, about three or four leagues diftant. The captain immediately 
hauled up for it, and found it to be an ifland of an oval form, with a lake or lagoon in 
the centre, that extended over the greateft part of it; the border of land which fur- 
rounded the lake was in many places low and narrow, efpecially towards the fouth, 
where the beach confifted of a reef of rocks j three places on the north fide had the 
fame appearance. Captain Cook came within a mile on the north fide, but though he 
call a line of one hundred and thirty fathom, he found no bottom, and could not meet 
with any anchorage. There were feveral natives vifible on fliore; they feemed tall, 
with remarkable large heads, which might probably be increafed by fome bandage j 
theirjjiair was black, and their complexions copper colour. There appeared along the 
beach, abreaft of the (hip, fome of thefe inhabitants, with pikes or poles in their hands, 
which feemed twice the height of themfelves. They at this time appeared naked; 
but when they retired, upon the (hip’s palling the ifland, they put on a covering of a 
light colour. 

Captain Cook faw land again in the afternoon to the north-weft. He reached it by 
fun-fet, when it appeared a low ifland covered with wood, in form circular, about a 
mile in circumference. No inhabitants were vifible, nor any cocoa-nut trees, though 
the Endeavour had reached the fliore within half a mile ; yet the ifland appeared co¬ 
vered with verdure of various tinges. This ifland, which is diftant from that of La¬ 
goon, about feven leagues north, fixty-two weft, the gentlemen on board named 
Thrumb Cap. 

On the 5th, they difeovered to the weft a low ifland, which appeared to be inha¬ 
bited, and at three o’clock they came up with it. This land now feemed divided into 
two ifiands, or rather collections of iflands, their extent being near nine leagues. The 
two largeft were divided from each other by a (freight of near half a mile in breadth. 

On the ioth, upon their looking out for the ifland to which they were deflined, 
they faw land a-head. The next morning it appeared very high and mountainous, 
and it was known to be King George the Third’s Ifland, fo named by Captain Wallis, 
but by the natives called Otaheite. The calms prevented the Endeavour from ap¬ 
proaching it till the morning of the 12th, when a breeze fpringing up, before eleven 
feveral canoes were making towards the (hip; only a few approached, and the people 
on board thofe that came the neared would not come on board Captain Cook. Each 
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canoe had in it young plantains, and branches of trees, as tokens of peace and friend- 
fhip; and they were handed up the fides of the (hip by the people in one of the canoes, 
who made fignals in a Very expreflive manner, intimating, that they defired thefe em¬ 
blems of pacification (hould be pi iced in a confpicuous part of the (hip : and they were 
accordingly (luck among the rigging at which they teflified their approbation. Their 
cargoes confided of cocoa nuts, bananas, bread-fruit, apples and figs, which were 
very acceptable to the crew, and were then purchafed. 

In the evening they opened the north-weft point, and faw York Ifland, fo named by 
the crew of the Dolphin. They lay off and on all night, and in the morning of the 
13th they entered Port Royal Harbour, in the ifland of Otaheite, and anchored within 
half a mile of the (hore. A great number of the natives immediately came o(F in their 
canoes, bringing with them bananas, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, apples, and fome hogs, 
which they bartered with the (hip’s crew for beads and other trinkets. 

The tree that bears the bread-fruit is about the fize of the horfe chefnut; its leaves 
are near a foot and a half long, in fhape oblong, refembfing, in almofl every refpeft, 
thofe of the fig-tree; its fruit is not unlike the Cantaloupe melon, either in fize or 
(hape j it is inclofed in a thin (kin, and its core is as large as a perfon’s thumb; it is 
fomewhat of the confiftency of new bread, and as white as the blanched almond j it 
divides into parts, and they roaft it before it is eaten; it has little or no tafte. An 
elderly man, named Owhaw, who was known to Mr. Gore and others, who had vifited 
this ifland with Captain Wallis, came on board ; and as he was confidered a fifeful man, 
the captain endeavoured to gratify all his enquiries. Captain Cook now drew up feveral 
ncceffary rules for the regulation of traffic with the inhabitants, and ordered that they 
ihould be punctually obferved. 

When the (hip was properly fecured, the captain went on (hore with Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander, a party under arms, and their friend the old Indian. They were 
received on lhore by fome hundreds of the natives, who were (truck with fuch awe, 
that the firft who approached crept almoft upon his hands and knees. He alfo pre- 
fented to them branches of trees, the ufual fymbol of peace. This fymbol was received, 
on the part of the Englifli gentlemen, with demonftrations of fatisfaftion and friend- 
Ihip; and noticing, that each of the Indians held one of thefe branches in his hand, 
they gathered fome, and followed the example of the natives. 

They were conduced by the old Indian, accompanied by his countrymen, towards 
the place where the Dolphin had watered. Here, the ground being cleared, the chiefs 
of the natives threw down their boughs, and the captain and his companions followed 
the example, after having drawn up the marines, who, marching in order, dropped 
their branches upon thofe of the Indians. When they came to the watering-place, the 
Indians intimated that they had their permiffion to occupv that ground, but it was not 
fuited to their purpofe. In the courfe of this walk, and a circuit through the woods, 
the Indians had got rid of their timidity, and became familiarized. On the way they 
received beads and other final! prefents, at which they exprefied great pleafure. 

The whole circuit was near four miles, through groves, confiding of trees of cocoa- 
nuts and bread-fruit; beneath which trees were the habitations of the natives, con¬ 
fiding of only a roof, deftitute of walls. In this peregrination the gentlemen were not 
a little dilappointed at finding very few fowls or hogs. Captain Cook was informed by 
luch of the party as had been here with the Dolphin, that none of the people hitherto 
feen were of the firft rank, and they imagined the Queen’s refidenee was moved, no 
traces remaining of it. Next morning, before they left the (hip, feveral canoes came 
about her, filled with people, whofe drefs denoted them of the fuperior clafs : two of 
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thefe came on board, and each of them fixed upon a friend; one of them chofe Mr, 
Banks, and the other Captain Cook. The ceremony confifted of taking off their 
clothes in great part, and putting them upon their adopted friends. This compliment 
was returned, by prefendng them fome trinkets. They then made figns for thefe gen¬ 
tlemen to go with them to the place of their abode ; and the captain being defirous of 
meeting with a more convenient harbour, and knowing more of the people, readily 
affented. Accordingly the captain, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, with the Indians and 
other friends, got into two boats. About three miles diftance they landed, among 
feveral hundreds of the natives, who conducted them to a large houfe. Upon their 
entrance they law a middle-aged man, named Tootahah, who, as foon as they were 
feated, ordered a cock and lien to be produced, which he prefented to Mr. Banks and 
the captain, as well as a piece of perfumed cloth ; which compliment was returned by a 
prefcnt from Mr. Banks. They were then conducted with great civility to feveral 
large houfes, con ft rutted in the fame manner as thofe already defcribed ; the ladies, fo 
far from fhmining, invited, and even preffed them to be feated. Whilft they were 
afterwards walking along the fhore, they met, accompanied by a great number of 
natives, another chief, named Tubora Tumaida, with whom they fettled a treaty of 
peace, in the maimer before defcribed. Tubora Tumaida intimated, he had provifions 
for them if they chofe to eat, and they accordingly dined heartily upon bread-fruit, 
plantains, and fifh. 

In the comic of this vifit, Tomio, the wife of the chief, placed herfelf upon the 
fame mat with Mr. Banks, clofe by him j but fhe not being young, nor appearing ever 
to have pofleffed many channs, to thefe caufes may be afcribed the little attention this 
gentleman paid her; and Tomio received the additional mortification of Mr. Banks’s 
beckoning to a pretty girl, who, with fome reluctance, came and feated herfelf by him. 
The Princefs was fomewhat mortified at the preference given to her rival, neverthelefs 
flic continued her affiduities to him. This whimfical fcene was interrupted by an event 
of a lerious nature. Dr. Solander having difcovered that he had loft an opera-glafs, he 
complained to the chief, and interrupted the convivial party. This complaint was en¬ 
forced by Mr. Banks’s ftarting up and ftriking the butt-end of his mufquet on the 
ground, which ftruck the Indians with a panic, and they all precipitately ran out 
of the houfe, except the chief, and a few others of the fuperior clafs. 

f he chief appeared much concerned at this accident, and gave us to underftand, 
with an appearance of great probity, that he would endeavour if poffible to have the 
glafs recovered ; but that if this could not be done, he would make the dottor com- 
penfation, by giving him as much new cloth, of which he ihewed large quantities, as 
fliould be thought equal to its value. The cafe however was in a little time brought, 
and the glafs itfelf foon after. After this adventure was amicably terminated, they 
returned to the Ihip about fix o’clock in the evening. 

Saturday the 15th, in the morning, feveral of the chiefs, one of whom was very 
corpulent, came on board, bringing with them hogs, bread-fruit, and other refrefh- 
ments; in exchange they gave them hatchets, linen, beads, and other trinkets j but fome 
of them took the liberty of ftealing the top of the lightning chain. This day the 
captain, attended by Mr. Banks and fome of the other gentlemen went alhore to fix on 
a proper fpot to erett a fmall fort for their defence during their flay on the ifland; and 
the ground was accordingly marked out for that purpofe, a great number of the 
natives looking on all the while, and behaving in the raoft peaceable and friendly manner. 

Mr. Banks went a fliooting in the woods, fome marines and a petty officer being 
appointed to guard the tent in the interim; feveral of the natives accompanied the 

gentlemen 


CAPTAIN COOK’S FIRST VOYAGE. SJOJ 

.gentlemen in. this excuriion. Upon crofling a little river Mr. Banks perceiving fome 
ducks, fired, and killed three. The Indians were ftruck with the atmoll terror at this 
event, which occafioned them to fall fuddenly to the ground, as if they had been Jhot 
at the fame time; they recovered, however, prefently from their fright, and continued 
their march. Before this party had gone much further, they were alarmed by the 
difcharge of two pieces, fired by the tent-guard. Owhaw, after calling together the 
captain’s party, difperfed all the Indians except three, who broke branches of trees, as 
pledges of their fidelity. Upon their return to the tent, it appeared, that an Indian had 
taken an opportunity to fnatch away one of the centinel’s mufquets; whereupon a 
young midlhipman, under whofe command the party was, very imprudently ordered 
the marines to fire, which they did immediately among!!: the thickeft of the fugitive 
Indians, in number above a hundred, feveral of whom were wounded ; but as the 
criminal did not fall, they purfued and Ihot him dead. 

When Mr. Banks heard of the affair, he was greatly dirpleafed with the guard, and* 
lie ufed his utmoft endeavours to accommodate the difference; and through the media¬ 
tion of an old man, prevailed on many of the natives to come over to them, bringing 
plantain-trees, their ufual fignal of peace, and clapping their hands on their breads, 
they cried Tyau, which fignifies friendlhip. 

Pew of the natives appeared next morning upon the beach, and not one of them 
came on board. From hence Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen concluded, that 
their apprehenfions were not entirely removed, more efpecially as even Owhaw had 
forfaken them. The captain, in confequence of thefe difagreeable appearances, brought 
the fliip nearer to fhore, and moored her fo as to make her broadfide bear on the fpot 
which had been marked for erecting the fort. The captain went on fliore in the 
evening, with fome of the gentlemen, when the Indians affembled round them, and 
they trafficked together in a friendly manner. 

I he fort began to be erected on the 18th. Some of the company were employed 
in throwing up intrenchments, whilrt others were occupied in cutting fafeines and 
pickets, which the Indians of their own accord cheerfully aflifted in bringing from the 
woods. Three fides of the fort were fortified with intrenchments and pallifades; and 
on the other, which was flanked by a river, the water-calks being filled, were placed fo 
as to form a breaft-work. ‘ ; 

This day the natives brought down fuch quantities of bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts, 
that it was neceffary to reject them, and to intimate to them, that the company would 
not want any for two days- Beads were trafficked this day for every thing. Mr. 
Banks s tent being got up, he, for the firft time, flept on fhore. No Indian attempted 
to approach it the whole night; however, a precaution had been taken to place proper 
fentinels about it. 

Mr. Monkhoufe, the furgeon, faid he had feen, in his evening walk, the body of the 
man who had been Ihot at the tent. It was depofited in a ihed, c'lofe to the houfe 
where he had refided when alive. The corpfe was placed on a bier, the frame of which 
was wood, with a matted bottom, fupported by ports about five feet high. The corpfe 
■was covered with a mat, and over that a white cloth ; by its fide lay a wooden mace, 
and towards the head two cocoa-nut fftells ; towards the feet was a bunch of green 
leaves and fmail dried boughs, tied together and ftuck in the ground, near which was 
a ftone the fize of a cocoa-nut: here was alfo placed a young piaintain-tree and a ftone 
axe * The natives feemed difpleafed at his approaching the body. 

I hey had a fpecimen of the mufic of the country on the 22d ; fome of the natives 
performing on flutes, which had only two ftops; they were blown like the German 
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flute, but the performer blew with his noftril inftead of his mouth : feveral others fung, 
Only one tune, to this inftrument. 

Some of the Indians brought the Englilh axes to grind and repair, mod of which 
they had received from the Dolphin; but a French one occafioned much fpeculation, 
and it at length appeared to have been left here by M. de Bougainville. 

On the 25th, feveral knives belonging to the officers were miffing5 upon which Mr. 
Banks, who had loft his among the reft, accufed one of the chiefs with having ftolen 
It, which caufed him to be very unhappy, as he happened to be innocent of the faft, 
Mr. Banks’s lervant having miflald it; and the reft were produced in a rag by a native 
This chief was fome time before he would forget this accufation, the tears ftarting from 
his eyes, and he made figns with the knife, that if he had ever been guilty of fucfa an 
aftion, as was imputed to him, he would fuffer his throat to be cut. However, in 
general, thefe people, from the higheft to the loweft, are the greateft thieves in the 
world. 

On the 26th, fix fwivel-guns were mounted upon the fort, which put the natives into 
great confternatian, and caul’ed feveral fifhermen, who lived upon the point, to remove 
farther oft, imagining they were to be fired at in a few days. 

The next day Tubora Tumaidi, with a friend, a remarkable glutton, and three of 
his women, dined at the fort j after which he fet out for his houfe in the wood. In a 
fhort time he returned in much agitation, to acquaint Mr. Banks, that the fhip’s- 
butcher had threatened to cut his wife’s throat, upon her refufing to fell him a (tone 
hatchet, which he had taken a fancy to, for a nail. It clearly appeared he had been 
culpable, and he was flogged on board, in fight of feveral Indians. As foon as the firft 
ftroke was given they interfered, and earneftly intreated that he might be untied. This 
being refufed, they burfl: into tears, and {hewed great concern. 

During the forenoon of this day, canoes were continually coming in, and the tents at 
the fort were filled with people of both fexes. Mr. Molineux, mafter of the Endea¬ 
vour, went on fhore, and feeing a woman, whofe name was Oberea, he declared Ihe 
was the perfon he judged to be the queen of the illand, when he came there on board 
the Dolphin in the laft voyage. 

The eyes of every one were now fixed on her who had made fo diftinguilhed a 
figure in the accounts that had been given by the firft difeoverers of this illand. The 
perfon of the Queen Oberea was of a large make, and tall; Ihe was about forty years 
of age, her ikin white; her eyes had great expreffion and meaning in them j Ihe “had 
been handfome, but her beauty was now upon the decline. She was foon conduftcd 
to the lhip, and went on board, accompanied with fome of her family. Many prefents 
were made her, particularly a child’s doll, which feemed the mod to engrofs her atten¬ 
tion. Captain Cook accompanied her on fhore; and as foon as they landed, Ihe per¬ 
fumed him with a hog, and fome plantains, which were carried to the fort in pro- 
ceffion, Oberea and the captain bringing up the rear. They met Tootahah, who, 
though not king, feemed to be at this time inverted with fovereign authority. He im¬ 
mediately became jealous of the Queen’s having the doll ; which made them find it 
neceifary to compliment him with one alfo. 

On Saturday 29th, in the forenoon, Mr. Banks paid a vifit to Oberea, who was ftill 
afleep under the awning of her canoe, whither he went with an intention of calling 
her up. Upon entering her chamber, to his great furprize, he found her in bed with 
a handfome young fellow, about five-and-twenty ; upon which he immediately retired 
with fome precipitation, not a little difconcerred at this difeovery; but he was foon 
given to underftand, that fuch amours were by no means confidered fcandalous, 
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and that Obadie, the perfon found in bed with rhe Queen, was by every one known to 
have been felefted by her as the object of her lafcivious hours. The Queen foon got 
up and drelfed herfelf to wait upon Mr. Banks. 

The next day, Sunday, the 30th, Tomio came running to the tents, and taking 
Mr. Banks by the arm, to whom they applied in all emergent cafes, told him that 
Tubora Tumaida was dying, owing to fomeihing which had been given him to eat by 
his people, and prayed him to go inftantly to him. Accordingly Mr. Banks went, 
and found the Indian very fick. He was told, that he had been vomiting, and had 
.thrown up a leaf, which they faid contained feme of the poifon which he had taken. 
Upon examining the leaf, Mr. Banks found it to be nothing more than tobacco, which 
the Indian had begged of feme of their people. He looked up to Mr. Banks, while 
he was examining the leaf, as if he had not a moment to live. Mr. Banks, now know¬ 
ing his diforder, ordered him to drink of cocoa-nut milk, which foon reftored him to 
health, and he was as cheerful as ever. 

On the 1 ft of May, Captain Cook produced an iron adze, made in imitation of 
one of their ftone ones, which had been brought home by Captain Wallis, and 
fhewed it to Tootahah, who took fuch a fancy to it, that notwithftanding he was offered 
the choice of any of the things that were in his chefts, he fnatched it up with the 
greateft eagernefs, and would accept of nothing elfe. The lame'day a chief, who had 
dined on board a few days before, accompanied by fome of his women, who ufed to 
feed him, came on board by himfelf, and when dinner was on table, the captain helped 
him to fome victuals, thinking upon this occafion he would condefcend to feed himfelf; 
but he never attempted to eat, and had not one of the fervants fed him, he would cer¬ 
tainly have gone without his dinner. 

In the afternoon rhey took the aftronomical quadrant, with fome other inftruments, 
on fliore. 

On Tuefday, the ad, having occafion to ufe the quadrant, to their great aftonifli- 
ment and concern it was miffing ; this was the more extraordinary, as, a fentinel had 
been polled the whole night within a few yards of the tent in which it had been de- 
pofited ; and it had never been taken out of the cafe in which it was packed. Their 
own people were at firft fu(peeled, imagining they might have miftaken the contents 
for articles ufed in traffic. They learched the fort and the adjacent places, and a con- 
fiderable reward was offered, as the lofs of this inftrument would have rendered it 
impoflible for them to have made the neceflary observations refpedling the tranfir, 
one of the principal objects of their voyage. After every fruitlefs learch had been 
made, Mr. Banks, accompanied by Mr. Green and fome other gentlemen, fet out for 
tlie wmods, where he thought he might gain fome intelligence of the robbery, if it had 
been committed by the natives. In the courfe of their journey they met Tubora 
Tumaida, with a few of the natives, who was made by ligns to underhand, that fome 
of his countrymen had llolen the quadrant, and Mr. Banks infilled upon being con¬ 
duced to the place where it was concealed. Accordingly, they proceeded together 
a few miles, and, after fome enquiry, Tubora Tumaida received information of the 
thief, and that he was to be found at a place about four miles dillant. 

Having obtained from Captain Cook a party of men armed as guards, they pro¬ 
ceeded to the fpot, and were met by one of Tubora Tumaida's own people, with part 
of the quadrant; foon afterwards the box in which it bad been packed, containing 
the other parts of it, was recovered. It had received no material injury, though taken 
to pieces. 
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On Wednefday the 3d, in the morning, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander attended as 
ufual to purchafe provifions, but the Indians brought nothing to market; nor. could 
they procure any from fome hiking-boats which came abrealt of the tents, though they 
were in great want of cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit. 

Their provifions now were extremely fcarce, and the markets ill fupplied. Next 
day, with fome difficulty, Mr. Banks obtained a few balkets of bread-fruit from Tu- 
bora Tumaida in the woods, which were a very feafonable relief. An axe and iliirt 
were fent for this day by Tootahah, in return for his two hogs, which they promifed to 
bring him the next day. If they had not complied with this requeft, they could have 
fcarcely procured any provifions. 

After his fending again early in the morning, on Friday 5th, Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander, with the captain, fct out in the pinnace, taking one of Tootahah’s people 
with them.. They foon reached Eparre, the place where he dwelt, which was but a 
few miles to the weft of the tents. Upon their arrival, they found great numbers of 
people upon the fliore waiting for them. They were immediately conducted to the 
chief, whilft the natives Ihouted round them, Taio Tootahah , “ Tootahah is your friend.” 
They found him fitting under a tree, and fome old men ftanding round him. As foon 
as he had made figns fo* them to fit down, he afked for his axe, which Captain Cook 
prefented to him, with a Hurt and a broad cloth garment, with which he feemed greatly 
pleafed j and put the garment on. After eating a mouthful together in the boat, they 
were conducted to a large area, or court-yard, on one fide of his houfe, where an 
entertainment was provided for them, confifting of wreftling. The chief fat at the 
upper end of the area, with feveral of his principal men on each fide of him, by way 
of judges, from whom the conquerors received applaufe. 

Ten or twelve combatants entered the area, and after many fimple ceremonies of 
challenging each other, they engaged, endeavouring to throw one another by dint of 
ftrength; then feizing hold of each other by the thigh, the hand, the hair, or the 
clothes, they grappled without the leaft art till one was thrown on his back; this con- 
quell was applauded by fome words from the old men, and three huzzas. 

A man with a Hick, who made way for them when they landed, officiated here as 
mafter of the ceremonies, keeping order among the people. 

When this entertainment was at an end, they were informed that fome hogs and a 
quantity of bread-fruit were preparing for their dinner; which intelligence was the more 
agreeable, as their appetites were at this time exceedingly keen. But inftead of dining 
either on fhore or on board of the boat, they had the mortification of going as far as 
the lhip, by the defire of the chief. 

As foon as the chief was known to be on board the Ihip, the people brought plenty 
of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other provifions to the fort. 

On luefday 9th, in the forenoon Oborea paid them a vifit, accompanied by her 
favourite Obadee j Ihe prefented them with a hog and fome bread-fruit. 

The forge being now fet up, and frequently at work, became not only a new fubjeft 
of admiration to the Indians, but afforded the captain an additional opportunity of con¬ 
ferring obligations on them, by permitting the fmith, during his leifure hours, to con¬ 
vert the old iron, which they were fuppofed to have procured from the Dolphin, into 
different kinds of tools. 

The natives, after repeated attempts, finding themfelves incapable of pronouncing 
the names of the Englilh gentlemen, had recourfe to new ones formed from their own 
language. Mr. Cook was named Toote} Hicks, Hete j Gore, Toura; Solander, To- 
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lano; Banks, Opana; Green, Treene; and fo on for the greatert part of the /hip’s 
crew. 

As Mr. Banks was fitting in his boat, trading with them as ulual, on Friday the 
12th, a very extraordinary ceremony was performed by fome ladies who were llrangers, 
to whom the reft of the Indians giving way on each fide, and forming a paffage, they 
advanced in proceffion towards Mr. Banks, to whom they prefented fome parrots fea¬ 
thers, plantains, and other plants. They then brought a large bundle of cloth, con- 
fifting of nine pieces, which being divided into three parcels, one of the women, who. 
appeared to be the principal, ftepping on one of the parcels, pulled up alt her clothes 
as high as her waift, and then, with an air of unaffeaed fimplieity, turned round three 
times. This ceremony /he repeated in the fame manner on the other two parcels of 
cloth, and the whole being then prefented to Mr. Banks, the ladies went and faluted 
him; in return for which he made them fuch prefents as he thought would gratify 
them the moft. 

The next evening Mr. Banks was under the difagreeable necemty of reprimanding, 
in very ftrong terms, TuboraTamaida, for having the infolence tofnatch his gun from 
him, and firing it in the air; a thing which furprifed Mr. Banks greatly, as he imagined 
him totally ignorant of the ufe of it. And as their fafety depended on keeping them 
in that ftate, he told him, with threats, that his touching his piece was the greateft of 
infults. The Indian made no reply, but fet off with his family to his houfe at Eparre. 
He being an ufeful man, Mr. Banks, accompanied by Mr. Molineux, thought fit to go 
after him, and thev found him among a number of people, greatly deje&ed. How¬ 
ever, as Mr. Banks judicioully caufed all aniinofity to ceafe, they brought him back to 
fupper; after which, the chief and his wife both flept in Mr. Banks’s tent. One of the 
natives, not intimidated by their prefence, attempted that very evening to fcale the walls 
of the fort, but was prevented by the fentinel. Thefe Indians could not refift making 
attempts to fteal the iron and iron tools within the works. 

On the evening of the 14th, feveral of the officers were witneffes to an entertain¬ 
ment of a very extraordinary nature, which con lifted of the moft indecent a£ts of lewd- 
nefs. For example, a young fellow cohabited in public with a girl about eleven or 
twelve years of age, without the leaft fenfe of lhame: and what is ftill more extraor¬ 
dinary, Oberea, with feveral other females of the firft rank, were pre/ent during the 

whole time. . , 

On Monday the 15th, Mr. Banks detected Tobora Tumaida in having ftolen foma 
nails. Mr. Banks having a good opinion'of this chief, was willing to put his fidelity 
to the left, and feveral temptations were thrown in his way, among the reft a baiket of 
nails, which proved irrefiftible. He confeffed the faff, and upon Mr. Banks s infilling 
upon reftitution, he declared the nails were at Eparre; this occafioned high words, 
and at length the Indian produced one of them. He was to have been forgiven upon 
reftoring the reft, but not having refolution to fulfil his engagement, he fled with his 

furniture and family before night. _ _ . 

On the 17th, one-of the natives who came in the morning to fteal fome ca/ks, it not 
being the firft offence, the fentinel Jnapped his gun at him, but, it miffing fire, he efcaped. 

On the 27th of May, Tootahah being removed to a place called Atahonrou, 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Captain Cook, and; fome others, let out in the pinnace to 
pay him a vifit; after making prefeats of a few trifling articles, they were invited to 
ftay the night. Mr. Banks having accepted a place in Oberea’s canoe, left his compa¬ 
nions in. order to retire to reft. Notwithftanding the care Oberea took of his clothes, 
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by having them in her own cuftody, they were ftoten, with his piftols, powder-horn, 
and many other things that were in his waiftcoat pockets. The alarm was given to 
Tootahah, who flept in the next canoe, and who went with Oberea in fearch of the 
thief, leaving Mr. Banks with only his breeehes on, and his mulket uncharged. They 
foon returned, but without fuccefs; Mr. Banks thought proper to put up with the 
lofs for the prefent. He judged it now neceffary to get up and try to find his com¬ 
panions ; lie firll went to the hut, where Captain Cook and three of his affociates lay, 
and began to relate his melancholy tale ; but inftead of receiving much comfort from 
them, he was told, that they had fhared the fame fate, having loft thdir ftockings and 
jackets. 

In their return to the boats, they were greatly amufed by feeing fome Indiams fwim- 
ming for their diverfion, arnidft a furf which no European boat could have lived in, 
or the belt fwimmer in Europe have faved himfelf from drowning, had he by accident 
been expofed to its fury. 

Some Indians from a neighbouring ifland, to which Captain Wallis gave the name 
of Duke of York’s Ifland, informed them of more than twenty iflandsin the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Otaheite. 

They now began to make preparations for obferving the traniit of Venus, and, from 
die hints which*Captain Cook had received from the Royal Society, he fent out two 
parties to make obfervations from different fpots, that in cafe they failed at Otaheite, 
they might fucceed elfewhere; they employed themfelves in preparing their inftru- 
ments, and mftru&ing fuch gentlemen with the ufe of them, as were to go out. And 
on Thurfday the ift of June, the next Saturday being the day of the tranfit, they fent 
the long boat to Eimayo, having on board Mr. Gore, Mr. Monkhoufe, and Mr. Sporing, 
a friend of Mr. Banks; each furnifiied with neceffary inftruments by Mr. Green. 
Mr. Banks and feveral of the Indians went out with this party. Others were difpatched 
to find out a convenient fpot, at fuch a diftance from their principal ftation, as might 
fuit their purpofe. 

Thofe who went to Eimayo in the long boat, after rowing beft part of the night, by 
the help of fome Indians on board a canoe, which they hailed, found a proper fituation 
for their obfervarory upon a rock, which rofe out of the water, about one hundred and 
forty yards from the fhore; where they fixed their tents, and prepared the apparatus 
for the following day’s oblervation. 

On Saturday, the 3d, as foon as it was light, Mr. Banks left them to go to the 
ifland for frefh provifions. As he was trading with the natives who belonged to Tarrao, 
the Ring of the ifland. His Majefty arrived with his fifter, whofe name was Nuna, in 
order to pay him a vifit. It being cuftomary among thefe people to be feated during 
their conferences, Mr. Banks fpread on the ground his Indian cloth turban, that he 
wore inftead of a haMkm which they all fat down. After this the royal prefent was 
brought, confifting o* hog, a dog, fome cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &c. A meflenger 
was difpatched by Mr. Banks for an adze, a fhirt, and fome beads, and they were 
prefented to His Majefty, who received them with much pleafure. Tubora Tuinaida 
and iomio, Indians who had gone with Mr. Banks upon the expedition, came from 
the obfervarory: Tomio, faid to be related to Tarrao, brought him a long nail, and a 
fhirt for Nuna, by way of prefents. Mr. Banks returned to the obfervatory with Tarrao, 
Nuna, and three beautiful young women, their cf%f attendants. He fhewed them 
the tranfit of Venus over the fun, and informed them, that he and his companions had 
come from their own country folely to view it in that fituation. 
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The produce of this ifland, according to the mfpeftion of Mr, Banks, proved to be 
much the fame as that of Qtaheite, the people alfo refembling thofe of that ifland ; 
many of them he had feen upon it, who were well acquainted with the value of the 
trading articles. 

Both the parties which were fent out, made their obfervations with great fuccefs. 
They neyerthelefs differed in the accounts of the times of the contacts more than might 
have been imagined, 

Mr, Greeks account was as follows : 

The firft external contaft, or firft appearance of Venus on \ 
the fun, was 5 

The firft internal contact or total Immerfion was 
The fecund internal contact, or beginning of the im- \ 
merfion 5 

The fecond external contaft, or total immerfion 
latitude of the obfervacory 
Longitude 149 0 32' 3 c/ weft of Greenwich, 

While they were viewing the tranfu of Venus, fame of the fhip*s company broke 
into one of the ftore-ropms, and Hole a quantity of fpike nails. As the circulation of 
thefe nails might have been highly detrimental to them, ftrift fearch was made, and 
one of the thieves was detected. He had only a few in his cuftody > but was however 
punifhed with two dozen lafties. 

There having been a fcarcity of bread-fruit for fome days, an enquiry was made of 
the caufe, and the reafon the Indians gave was, that there being a great crop, the fruit 
had been gathered to make a fort of lour pafte, which the natives call mahie, which, 
after fermentation, will keep a long time, and fupply them in times of dearth. 

Complaint was made on Monday, the 12th, to the captain, that the Indians had loft 
fome bows and arrows, and firings of plaited hair \ the affair was enquired into* 
and the faft being well attefted, two dozen lafties were inflicted upon the laiiors who 
had ftoien them. 

An iron coal-rake for the oven being ftole in the night of the 14th, and many other 
things having at different times been taken by the Indians, the captain judged it of fome 
confequence, if poffible, to put an end to thefe practices, by making it their common 
intereft to prevent it. He had already given flrict orders that the fentinels fhouid not 
fire upon them, even if they were detected in the fadh About twencyffevea of their 
double canoes with fails were juft come in with cargoes of fifh, which the captain 
feized, and then gave notice, that unlefs the rake, and all the other things, which 
had at different times been ftoien, were returned, the veffels fhouid be burnt. The 
captain had, indeed, no fucli defign, as will appear by the e^igit. The menace pro¬ 
duced no other effect than the reftitution of the rake, all th^Rher things remaining. 
In their poffeffion, At length the captain thought proper to give up the cargoes, as 
the innocent natives were in great diftrefs for want of them ^ and at laft, to prevent 
confufion, from the difficulty of afcertaining to whom the different lots belonged;, he 
promifed nrlfo to releafe the canoes. 

About this time another event had nearly involved the Englifh in a quarrel with the 
Indians, The captain having fent a boat on fhore to get bailalt, the officer not meeting 
immediately with what he wanted, began to pull down one of their fepulchral buildings ; 
this meafure was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the Indians. Mr, Banks, having received 
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intelligence of the affair, repaired to the fpot, and the matter was foon amicably 
terminated, there being ftones fufficient found elfewhere. 

On the 19th, in the evening, foon after dark, while the canoes were detained by 
the captain, Gberea the queen, and feveral of her attendants, paid the gentlemen a 
vifit. She came from Tootahah's palace in a double canoe, and brought with her a 
hog, bread-fruit, and other prefents, among which was a dog; but none of the things 
that had been ftoien ; tbofe, ihe pleaded, had been taken away by her gallant Obadee, 
for which Ihe had beaten him. She was defirous of fleeping with her attendants in 
Mr. Bank's tent; but this being refuted, ihe was obliged to pafs the night in her 
canoe. 

The next morning the Queen returned to the fort.. Two of her attendants were very 
earned; in getting themfelves huibands, in which,they fucceeded by means of the 
furgeon and one of the lieutenants. They feemed very agreeable till bed-time, and 
determined to lie in Mr. Bank's tent, which they accordingly did, till the furgeon 
having fome words with one of them, Mr. Banks thruft her out, and (he was followed 
by the reft, except Otea Tea, who cried for fome time, till he turned her out alfo. 
This had like to have become a ferious affair, a duel being talked of between Mr. Banks 
and Mr. Monkhoufe; but it was happily avoided. Dogs are efteemed here more 
delicate eating than pork; as thofe bred to be eaten tafte no animal food, but live 
entirely upon vegetables; and the experiment was tried. Tupia undertook to kill and 
drefs one, which he did, by making a hole in the ground and baking it. It was deemed 
a very good diib. 

They were vifited on the 21ft, at the fort, by many of the natives, who brought 
various kinds of prefents, and among the reft Oarno, a chief of feverai diftri&s on the 
ifland, whom they had never before feen, who brought with him a hog. This chief 
was treated with great refpeft by the natives, and was accompanied by a boy and a 
young woman. The boy was carried upon a man's back, though he was very able to 
walk. Oberea and fome other of the Indians went out of the fort to meet them, their 
heads and bodies being fir ft uncovered as low as the waift. This was confidcred as 
a mark of refpeft; they had not noticed it before, but judged it was ufually fhown to 
perfons of diftinguiflied rank among them. Oaino entered the tent, but the young 
woman, who was about fixteen, could not be prevailed upon to accompany" him, 
though /lie feemed to combat with her curiofity and inclination. Dr. Solander took 
the youth by the hand, and conduced him in; but the natives without, who had pre¬ 
vented the girl’s entrance, foon found means to get him out again. 

The curiofity of Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen being excited from thefe dr- 
c 11mfiances, they made enquiry who thefe ftrangers were, and were informed that 
Oarno was Oberea’s huiband, but that by mutual confent they had been for a confider- 
able time feparated ; and that the youth and girl were their offspring. The boy was 
named 1 en ichri, and was heir apparent to the iovereignty of the iiland; and he was to 
efpoufe his After as foon as he had attained the proper age. 

Monday, June 26th, early in the morning, the captain fet out in the pinnace ac¬ 
companied by Mr. Banks, to circumnavigate the ifland. They failed to the eaftward 
and in the forenoon they went on fliore, in a part of the ifland under the government 
of Ahio, a young chief, who had often vifited them at their tents. They alfo found 
here fome other natives of their acquaintance. They then proceeded together to the 
harbour, wherein M. Bougainville lay when he vifited this ifland, and were fhewn the 
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ground on which he fixed his tenr, and the watering-place. They alfo met with Orette, 
a chief, who was their particular friend, whofe brother went away with M. Bougainville- 

Having taken a furvey of this harbour, and a large bay near which it is fituated, 
they propofed going to the oppofite fide of the bay, but Titubaola, who was their con¬ 
ductor, not only refufed to accompany them, but endeavoured to difiiiade the captain 
and Mr. Banks from going, faying, “ That country was inhabited by people who 
weie not iubjects to lootahah, and who would deftroy them all.” This information 
did not, however, prevent the execution of their defign; and upon loading their 
pieces with ball, Titubaola took courage to go with them. They rowed till it was 
dark, when they reached a narrow neck of land that divided the ifland into two pe- 
ninfulas, which are diftinct governments. As they were not yet got into the hoftile 
part of the country, they agreed to fpend the night on fhore, where they were pro¬ 
vided with fupper and lodging by Ooratooa, the lady who paid her compliments to 
Mr. Banks in fo remarkable a manner at the fort. 

In the morning they purfued their paffage for the other government. They landed in 
a diftria which was governed by a chief, named Maraitata, the “ burying-place of men,” 
and his father was called Pahairedc, “ the fteaier of boats.” Notvvithftanding their 
names were fo ominous, they gave the captain and Mr. Banks a very civil reception ; 
furnifhed them with provifions, and fold them a large hog for a hatchet. The curiofity 
of the natives was foon excited, and a crowd gathered round the Englifh gentlemen ; 
but they law only two people whom they knew. They then advanced till they reached 
the dilfrift, which was under the dominion of the principal chief, or king, named 
W aheatua, who had a fon; but it was not known in whofe hands the fovereign power 
was lodged. Having continued their journey along the fhore for a confiderable way, 
they at la ft faw the chief, and with him an agreeable young woman about two-and- 
twenty, named foudidde. They were not unacquainted with her name, as they had 
often heard it mentioned by the natives j and they had great reafon to fuppofe file was 
the Queen of this peninfula. 

In pafitng through this part of the ifland, they found it better cultivated, and more 
improved than any they had hitherto met with; though the houfes were but few, and 
thofe very fmall, yet there were a great number of canoes which excelled any they had 
feen, both in fize and workmanfliip. Notvvithftanding the fertility of the country, 
provifion of every kind was very fcarce. 

1 owards the fouthernmoft part of the ifland they found a good harbour, formed by 
a reel, and the circumjacent country remarkably fruitful. 

They landed again a little further to the eaft. Mathiabo, the chief, with whom they 
had no acquaintance, nor had ever feen before, foon came to them, and fupplied them 
with cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit. They purchafed a hog for a glafs-bottle, which he 
took, in preference to every other thing that was offered him. They faw here a turkey- 
cock and a goofe, which the Dolphin left on the ifland $ they were remarkably fat, and 
feemed to be greatly admired by the Indians. 

A very uncommon fight presented itfelf in a Iioufe near this place; feveral human 
jaw-bones were fattened to a board of a femicircular form j they feemed frelh, and had 
not loft any of their teeth. Mr. Banks could obtain no explanation of this myftery. 
1 hey quitted this place, and arrived in a bay on the north-weft fide. 

Several canoes came off here with fome very beautiful women, who appeared to be 
defirous of their going on Ihore, to which they readily affehted. They met with a 
friendly reception from the chief, whofe name was Wiverou, who gave directions to 
fome of his people to aifift them in drefling their provifions, which were flow very 
yol. xi. 3 u plentiful. 
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plentiful* and they fupped at Wiverou’s houfe, in company with Mathiabo. Part of 
the houfe was allotted for them to fleep in, and foon after fupper they retired to reft. 
Mathiabo having obtained a cloak from Mr* Banks, under pretence of ufing it as a 
coverlet when lie laydown, immediately made off with it* unperceived by that gentle¬ 
man or his companions. News however of the robbery was foon brought them by 
one of the natives j in confequence of which intelligence they fet out in purfuit of the 
thief* but had proceeded a very little way before they were met by a perfon bringing 
back the cloak, which Matiabo had given up through fear. 

The houfe* upon their return, was entirely deforced, and about four in the morning 
the fentinel gave the alarm that the boat was milling, Mr* Banks and the captain were 
greatly aftonifbed at this account, and ran to the water fide ; but though the morning 
was clear and ftnr-light, no boat was vifible. Their fitmtion was now extremely ter¬ 
rifying ; the party confiftin g of but four, with a Angle mulket and two pocket-piftols* 
without a fpare ball or a charge of powder. After remaining in this diftrefsful ft ate of 
anxiety for a confiderable time* dreading the advantage the Indians would take of it* 
to their great joy, the boat* which had been driven away by the tide* returned * and 
Mr* Banks and his companions no fooner breakfafted than they departed. 

This place is fituated on the north fide of Tiarrabou, the fouth-eaft peninfula of the 
iflaiid. It is fertile and populous, and the inhabitants every where behaved with civil¬ 
ity* The laft diflrift in Tiarrabou, in which they landed, was governed by a chief 
named Omoe* He wanted a hatchet, but they had not one with them, lie would 
nor trade for nails* and they embarked* the chief accompanying them. After going 
about three miles, the captain met with fome of Onioe's people, who had got with 
them a very large hog* The chief agreed to exchange the hog for a large axe and a 
nail, and to bring the beaft to the fort in Port Royal Bay* This refolutioxt lie came to 
after confuhing his wife; and Mr. Banks judged the exchange to be very advantageous 
to the Engufh* as the hog was a remarkably fine one. 

At this place they faw one of the Eatuas* or gods ; it was made of wicker work, and 
refetnbled the figure of a man ; it was near feven feet in heighth* and was covered with 
bkek and white feathers; on the head were four protuberances, which the natives 
called Tate ete, or little men* Here they took leave of Omoe. 

They were now near the diftrift, named Papa mi, which was governed by Oamo 
and Oberea, where they intended to fpend the night. Mr. Banks and his company 
landed about an hour before it w r as dark, and found that they were both fet out to pay 
them a vifit at the fort. They neverthelefs flept at the houfe of Oberea* which, though 
not large, was very neat; no inhabitant but her father was now in poffeffion of it, who 
fhewed them much civility. They took this opportunity of walking out to a point* 
upon which they had obferved, at a diftance* fome trees called Etoa, which ulually 
grow on the burial-places of thefe people. They call thefe burying-grouods Morai* 
which are alfo places of worfhip. They here faw an immenfe edifice, which they found 
to be the Morai of Oamo and Oberea, which was by far the moft confiderable piece of 
architecture to be found in the if] and. 

It confifted of an enormous pile of ftone-work, raifed in the form of a pyramid* 
with a flight of fteps on each fide, fomething after the manner of thofe little buildings* 
which are commonly erected in England to place the pillars of fun-dials upon ; it was 
near two hundred and feventy feet long* and about one third as wide* and between 
forty and fifty feet high* 
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The foundation confifted of rock-ftones, the fteps of coral, and the upper part of 
round pebbles, all of the fame fhape and fize ; the rock and coral-ftones were all 
fquared with the utmofl; neamefs and regularity, and the whole building appeared as 
compact and firm* as if it had been erected by the belt workmen in Europe, As the 
Indians were totally deftitute of iron utenfils to fhape their (tones, as well as mortar to 
cement them, when they had made them fit for ufe, a ftru&ure of fuch height and 
magnitude mud have been a work of infinite labour and fatigue. 

In the centre of the fummit was the reprefentation of a bird, carved in wood ; clofe 
to this was the figure of a filh, which was in fione, This pyramid made part of one 
fide of a wide court or fquare, the fides of which were nearly equal; the whole was 
walled in, and paved with flat (tones. Within this place grew (notwith(landing it was 
in this maimer paved) feveral plantains, and trees which the natives call Etoa. At a 
little dillance to the well of this edifice was another paved fquare, which contained fe¬ 
veral finall flages, called by the natives Ewattas, which appeared to be altars ; upon, 
them they place provlfions, as faerifices to their gods. Mr, Banks afterwards obferved 
whole hogs placed upon thefe ewattas, or altars, 

Ihe inhabitants of the ifland of Otabeice, feetn in nothing fo defirous of excelling 
each other as in the grandeur and magnificence of their fepulchres ; and the rank and 
authority of Oberea was forcibly evinced upon this occafion. The gentlemen of the 
Endeavour, it has been obferved, did not find Oberea podefied of the fame power as 
when the Dolphin was at this place, and they were now informed of the caufe. The 
way from her houfe to the Morai, was by the fea-fide, and they obferved, in all places 
as they paffed along, a great number of human bones. Inquiry being made into the 
caufe of this extraordinary fight, they were informed, that about four or five months 
before Captain Cook's arrival, the inhabitants of Tiarrabou, thepeninfula to the fouth- 
eail, made a defcent here, and (lew many of the people, whofe bones were thofe that 
were feen upon the coaft: that hereupon Oberea, and Oamo who then held the go¬ 
vernment for his fon, had fled and taken refuge in the mountains ; and that the vic¬ 
tors deftroyed all the houfes, and pillaged the country, Mr. Banks was alfo informed, 
that the turkey and goofe which lie had feen in the diftrift of Mathiabo were among 
the booty. This afforded a reafon for their being found where the Dolphin had little 
or no correfpondence $ and the jaw-bones being mentioned, which had been feen 
hanging in a houfe, he was informed, that they had Iikewife been carried off as tro¬ 
phies, the jaw-bones of their enemies being confidered by the natives of this ifland as 
marks of triumph equally as great as fcalps are by the Indians in North America, 

On Friday, the 30th, they arrived at Otahourou, where their old acquaintance 
Tootahah refided; he received them with great civility, and provided for them a good 
flipper, and a convenient lodging; and notwithffanding they were fo fhamefully plun¬ 
dered the lail time they flept with this chief, they fpent the night in the utmoft fecurity, 
none of their clothes, or any other article, being miffing in the morning, 

^ On Saturday, July iff, they returned to the fort at Port Royal harbour; having 
difcovered the ifland, both penmfulas included, to be about one hundred miles in cir¬ 
cumference. 

Their Indian friends crowded about them upon their return, and none of them came 
without provifions. 

Monday, the 3d, Mr, Banks made an excurfion, with fome Indian guides, to trace 
the river up the valley to its fource, and obferve to what extent its banks were inha¬ 
bited, After meeting with houfes for the fpace of fix miles, they came up to one 
which was faid to be the lad that could be feen. The mailer of it prefented them with 
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cocoa-nuts and other fruits ; and after a fhort vifit, they continued their walk. In 
this tour they often pafi'ed under vaults, formed by rocky fragments, m which, they 
were informed, that rhofe who were benighted often took refuge. During this tour he 
had a fine opportunity of fearchiug for minerals among the rocks, which were almof 
on all fides naked ; he found, however, not the fmalleft appearance ot any kind or 
mineral. The Hones, every where refembling thofe of Madeira, gave manifest »gns 
of having been burnt. There are alio evident traces of fire in the clay upon the hills, 
both of this and the neighbouring iilands. 

Mr. Banks was engaged the 4th in planting on each fide of the fort a great quantity 
of the feeds of water-melons, oranges, lemons, limes, and other plants and trees which 
he had brought from Rio de Janeiro. He gave of thefe feeds to the Indians in great 
plenty, and planted many of them in the woods : fome of the melon-feeds, which had 
been planted foon after his arrival, had already produced plants, which appeared to be 
in a very fiourifliing Hate. 

Preparations were now made for departing. On Friday the 7th, the carpenters were 
ordered to take down the gates and pallil'adoes of the fort, to be converted into fire¬ 
wood on board the Endeavour, and one of the Indians Hole the ftaple and hook be¬ 
longing to the gate5 he was inllantly purfued, but could not be found ; and foon after 
this, their old friend Tubora Tumaida brought back the ftaple. 

They continued on the 8th and gth to pull down the fort, and their friends ftill 

vifited them. 

Captain Cook hoped now to quit the iflaad without any farther mifunderitandmg 
with the natives j but in this he was miftaken. Jwo foreign failors having been our, 
one of them was robbed of his knife, and ftriving to recover it, the Indians attacked 
and wounded him in a dangerous manner with a ftone ; his companion alfo received a 
flight wound in the head. As Captain Cook would have been unwilling to have taken, 
farther notice of the tranfaaion, he was not forry the offenders had made their efcape. 
Another affair equally difagreeable foon after happened. Between the Sth and gth in 
the evening, two young marines retired fecretly from the fort, and in the morning were 
not to be met with. Notice having been given for all the company to go on board the 
next day, and that thefliip would fail that day or the day enfuing. Captain Cook began 
to fear that the marines intended to remain on Ihore. He was apprifed, that no effec¬ 
tual fteps could be taken to recover them, without rilking the harmony and good fel- 
lowfliip which at prelent fubfifted between the Englilh and the natives } and therefore 
refolved to wait a day in hopes of their returning. 

The 10th, in the morning, the marines not being returned, an enquiry was made 
after them, when the Indians declared they did not propofe returning, having taken 
refuge in the mountains where it was impoffible to difcover them, and that each had 
taken a wife. In confequence of which it was intimated to feveral chiefs who were in 
the fort with their women, among whom were Tubora Tumaida, Tomio and Oberea, 
that they would not be fuffered to quit it till the deferters were produced. Captain 
Cook thought this precaution neceffary, as, by concealing them a flion time, he might 
be compelled to go without them. They received the intimation with very little figns 
either of fear or difcontent, alluring the captain that the marines Ihould be fent back. 
In the interim he fent Mr. Hicks in the pinnace to bring Tootahah on board the fhip, 
which he executed without giving any alarm. Night coming on, Captain Cook judged 
it was not prudent to let the people, whom he had detained as hoftages, remain at the 
fort, and he therefore ordered Tubora Tumaida, Oberea, and fome others, to be 
brought on board. This gave an unufual alarm, and feveral of them, efpecially the 
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females, teftified their apprehenfions with great agitation of mind, and floods of tears, 
when they were coining on board. Captain Cook went on board with them, Mr. 
Batiks remaining on fliore with fome others, whom he thought it of lefs importance 
to detain. 

One of the marines was brought back in the evening by fome of the Indians, who 
reported, that the other, and the two people who were fent to fetch them back, 
would be detained whilft Tootahah was confined. Mr. Hicks was immediately difpatched 
in the long-boat, with feveral men, to refcue the Englifli prifoners; at the fame time 
Captain Cook told Tootahah, that it was incumbent on him to affift them with fome 
of his people, and to give orders, in his name, that the men fliould be fet at liberty, 
for that he fhould expea him to antVer for the event. Tootahah immediately complied, 
and this party recovered the men without any oppofition. ' About feven in the morning, 
on the nth, they returned, but without the arms, which had been taken from them 
when they were made prifoners: the arms were however brought on board foon after, 
and the chiefs were allowed to return on fhore. 

At the time the chiefs were let on fliore from the fhip, thofe at the fort were alfo 
releafed, and after remaining with Mr. Banks about an hour and a half they all 
returned to their refpeftive places of refidence. When the deferters were examined, 
it was difcovered that the account which the Indians had given was no way faife: they 
had become fond of two girls, and it was their defign to keep themfelves concealed till 
the fliip had fet fail, and continue upon the illand. 

Tupia, whofe name had been often mentioned in this voyage, had been prime miniffer 
of. Oberea, when fhe was at the pinnacle of her authority ; he was alfo the principal 
priefl of the illand, and therefore intimately acquainted with the religion of the country. 
He was likewife deeply verfed in navigation, and was thoroughly acquainted with the 
number, fituation, inhabitants, and produce of the adjacent iflands. He had often 
teftified a defire to go with them; and on Wednefday the 12th, in the morning, he 
came on board, with a boy about twelve years of age, his fervant, named Taiyota, 
and requefted the gentlemen on board to let him go with them. As it was thought lie 
would be ufeful to them in many particulars, they unanimoufly agreed to comply with 
his requeft. Tupia then went on Ihore, for the laft time, to fee his friends, and 
took with him feveral baubles to give them, as parting tokens of remembrance. 

fhmfday the 13th of July, the fhip was vifited by a multitude of the gentlemen’s 
friends, and furrounded by nmnberlefs canoes, which contained the inferior natives. 
They weighed anchor about twelve, and the Indians took leave of the gentlemen on 
board, weeping in a friendly and affixing manner. Tupia fupported himfelf in this 
fcene with a becoming fortitude ; tears flowed from his eyes, ’ris true, but the effort 
that he made to conceal them, did him additional honour/ He went with Mr. Banks 
to the maft-head, where he continued waving his hand to the canoes as long as they 
remained vifible* 

According to TupiYs account, the ifland could furnifh above fix thoufand fighting 
men, whereby a computation of the number of inhabitants may eafily be made. 

The produce of Otaheite is bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, bananas, plantains ; a fruit not 
unlike an apple, potatoes, yams, cocoas, fugar-caite, and a variety of other fruits and 
vegetables* 

t hey have no European fruits, garden fluff, or pulfe, nor grain of any fpecies. 

1 heir tame animals are hogs, dogs, and poultry; there is not a wild animal in the 
illand, except ducks, pigeons, parroquets, and a few other birds j rats being the only 
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quadruped ; and there are no ferpents* The lea, however, fupplies them with great 
variety of excellent fifh. 

With regard to the people, they are in general rather of a larger make than Eu¬ 
ropeans* The males are tail, robuft, and finely fhaped, The females of the fuperior 
clafs are likewife generally above our common ilze ; but thole of the lower rank are 
rather below it, and fome of them are remarkably little* 

Their natural complexion is a fine clear olive, or what we call brunette; their fkin is 
delicately fmooth and agreeably foft. The fliape of their faces is in general handfome, 
and their eyes are full of fenfibility and expreflion ; their teeth are likewife remarkably 
white and regular, and their breath imirely free from any difagreeable fmell; their hair 
is, for the inoft part, black. Both fexes always eradicate the hair from rheir arm-pits, 
and they often reproached the Englifh gentlemen with a want of cleanlioefs for not 
making ufe of the fame method. Their motions are eafy and graceful, but not 
vigorous; their deportment is generous and open, and their behaviour affable and 
courteous. 

Both fexes frequently wear a piece of cloth of the manufacture of the ifland tied 
round their heads in the form of a turban; and the women take no little pains in 
plaiting human hair into long firings, which being folded into branches, are tied on 
their foreheads by way of ornament; 

They flain their bodies, by indenting or pricking the flefii with a fmall instrument 
made of bone, cut into fhort teeth ; which indentures they fill with a dark blue or blackifli 
mixture, prepared from the fmoke of an oily nut, burnt by them inftead of candles, 
and water; this operation, which is called by the natives tattaowing, is exceedingly 
painful, and leaves an indelible mark on the fkin_ It is ufually performed when they 
are about ten or twelve years of age, and on different parts of the body ; but thofe 
which fuller moft feverely are the breech and the loins, which are marked with arches, 
carried one above another a confiderable way up their backs. 

At the operation of tattaowing, performed upon the pofteriors of a girl about twelve 
years of age, Mr. Banks was preient; it was executed with an mfmiment that had 
twenty teeth, and at each a ftroke, which was repeated every moment, ferum mixed 
with blood iffued. She bore it with great refolution for feveral minutes ; but at length 
the pain became fo violent, that fhe murmured and complained, and then burft into the 
moft violent lamentations ; but her operator was inexorable, vvhilft fome females pre- 
fent chid and even beat her* Mr. Banks was a fpeftator for near an hour, during 
which time it was performed only on one fide, the other having undergone the cere¬ 
mony fome time before; and the arches upon the loins, which are the moft painful, bu£ 
upon which they the moft pique themfelves, were yet to be made. 

They clothe themfelves in cloth and matting of various kinds; the firft they wear in 
fair, the latter in wet weather. They are in different forms, no ftiape being preferved 
in them ; nor are the pieces fewed together. The women of a luperior elafs wear three 
or four pieces; one, which is of confiderable length, thfcy wrap feveral times round 
their waifis, and it falls down to the middle of the leg* Two or three other fhort pieces* 
with a hole cut in the middle of each, are placed on one another, and their heads coming 
through the holes, the long ends hang before and behind, both fides being open, by 
which means they have the free ufe of them arms. 

The men’s drefs is very fimilar, differing only in one inftance, which is that part of 
the garment inftead of falling below the knees, is brought between the legs. This 
drefs is worn by all ranks of people, the only diftintlion being quantity in the 
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fuperior clafe. At noon both fexes appear almoft naked, wearing only the piece of cloth 
that is tied round the waift. 

The boys and girls go quite naked; the firft till they are feven or eight years old ; 
the latter till they are about five. Their houfes they feldom ufe but to fleep in, or 
to avoid the rain, as they eat in the open air, under the fhade of a tree. Their clothes 
ferve them at night for covering, and there are no divifions or apartments. The mafter 
and his wife repofe in the middle, then the married people; next to thefe the unmarried 
females, and atafmall diftance the men who are unmarried ; and the fervants fleep in 
the open air in fair weather. The houfes of the chiefs, however, differ in florae degree ; 
there are feme very fmall, and fo built as to be carried in canoes: all fides of them are 
inclofed with the leaves of the cocoa-nut j the air, neverthelefs, penetrates; in thefe 
the chief and his wife alone fleep. There are alfc houfes which are general receptacles 
for the inhabitants of a di ft rich Thefe are much larger. 

When a chief kills a hog, which is but feldom, he divides it equally among his 
vaflals; dogs and fowls are more common. 

When the bread fruit is nor in feafon, they are fupplied by cocoa-nuts, bananas, 
plantains, &c. 

Their cookery is confined to baking, and their drink is generally water, or the milk 
of the cocoa-nuts, though there were inflances in which fame of them drank fo freely 
of the Englilh liquors, as to become quite intoxicated ; this, however, feeined to proceed 
more from ignorance than defign, as they were never known to repeat a debauch of 
this kind a fecond time. They were told, indeed, that the chiefs fometimes became 
inebriated by drinking the juice of a plant called ifW, but of this they faw no inftance 
during the time they remained on the Aland. 

The chiefs generally eat alone, unlefs when vifited by a ftranger, who is fometimes 
permitted to become a fecond in their mefs; having nothing to fupply the want of a 
table, they fit on the ground in the fhade ^ leaves of trees being fpread before them* 
ferve as a table cloth; their attendants, who are numerous, having placed a bafkec 
before the chiefs, containing their provifions, and a cocoa-nut fhell or frefli and fait 
water, feat themfelves round them j they then begin by wafhing their mouth and 
and hands, after which they eat a mouthful of bread-fruit and fi(h, dipt in fait water 
alternately, till the whole is confumed, taking a fup of fait water likewife between almoft 
every raorfel. The bread-fruit and fifh being all eaten, they next have either plantains 
or apples, which they never eat without being pared. During this time a fotr pafle 
is prepared from the bread-fruit, which they fup out of a cocoa-nut fhell; this finiflies. 
the meal, and the hands and mouth are again waflied, as at the beginning. 

It is afionifhing how much food they eat at a meal. Mr* Banks and feme other 
gentlemen were prefent when one man devoured three fifh thefizeof a middling carp. 
Four bread-fruits as large as a common melon, thirteen or fourteen plantains feven or 
eight inches long, and above half as big round, and about a quart ol the pafte made 
of bread-fruit. 

It is not a little furprifing, that the inhabitants of this Aland, who feemed exceedingly 
fenfible of the pleafures of fociety, fliould have an univerfal averfion to the leafl inter* 
courfe with each other at their meals ; and fo rigid are they in the observance of this 
nnufual cuftom, that even brothers and fillers have their ieparate baikets to contain 
their provifions, and generally fit fome yards diftance when they eat, with their backs 
turned towards each other, not exchanging a fingle word during the whole time of their 
repaft; the middle aged of fuperior rank utually betake themfelves to fleep after dinner, 
but what is remarkable^ the older people are not fo lazy $ mufie* dancing, wreftling, 
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and fhooting with the bow, or throwing a lance, conftimte a chief part of theif 
diverfions. 

Flutes, which have been mentioned before, and drums, are the only mufical Inftru- 
ments among them ; their drums are formed of a circular piece of wood, hollow at one 
end only, which is covered with the fkin of a fhark, and they are beaten with the 
hand in head of a flick. Their fongs are extempore, and frequently in rhyme, but 
confift of only two lines* 

Among their other amufements they have a dance named Timorodee, which is per¬ 
formed by ten or a dozen young females, who pot themfelves into the moll wanton 
attitudes that can poftibly be imagined, keeping time during the performance with 
the great eft nicety and exaftnefs ; from thele dances the women are immediately ex¬ 
cluded on their becoming pregnant* 

^ Many^ of the principal people of this ifiand, of each fex, have united into an aflb- 
ciation, in which no woman confines her favours to any particular man ; in this manner 
they obtain a perpetual variety, no one obje£t ever gratifying them but a few days* 

I he focieties are named Arreoy, the members of which have meetings where the 
men amufe themfelves by wreftling ; and notvvithftanding the frequent intercourle 
which the women have with a variety of men, they dance the Timorodee in fuch a 
manner as they imagine will molt excite the defires of the male fex, and which are 
often gratified upon the fpot. There are much worfe praftices, In cafe any of the 
women prove with child, which in this manner of life fieldoin happens, they deftroy the 
heJplefs infant as foon as it is brought into the world, that it may not be a burden to 
the father, nor interrupt the mother in the purlbic of her lafcivious amufements. 
Natural afteffion, however, for the child, fometimes happily produces a reformation 
in the mother; but when this happens the child's life is always forfeited, unleft the 
mother can procure a man to adopt it as his child, in which cafe this inhuman murder 
is prevented; but both the man and woman are for ever expelled the fociety, The 
woman being particularized by the appellation of Whannownow , tc bearer of children," 
tvhieh among thefe people, is confidered as a term of the greateft reproach. 

Their perfonal cleanlinefs is an objeft that merits peculiar attention. Both fexes 
never omit to wafli with water three times a day ; when they rife, at noon, and before 
they go to reft. They abo keep their clothes extremely clean ; fo that in the largeft 
communities no difagreeable effluvia ever arifes, (nor is there any other inconvenience 
than heat. 

The chief manufacture of Otaheite is cloth; of this cloth there are three different 
forts, which are made of the bark of as many different trees, viz, the mulberry, the 
bread-fruit, and a tree not very unlike the wild fig-tree, which is found in fome parts of 
the Weft-Indies, I he mulberry-tree, which the Indians call Aouta, produces the fineft 
cloth, which is feldorn worn but by rhofe of the firft rank. The next fort, which is 
worn by the lower clafs of people, is made of the bread-fruit tree, and the coarfeft of 
the tree refembling the fig-tree. This laft fort, though more ufcful than the two 
former, on account of its keeping out water, which neither of the others will, is 
exceedingly force, being manufactured but in final! quantities. 

The cloth becomes exceedingly white by bleaching, and is died of a red, yellow, 
brown, or black colour; the firft of which is exceedingly beautiful, and equal, if not 
fupenor, to any in Europe. 

. Mattin g of various kinds is another confiderable manufafture, in which they excel, 
m many refpefts, the Europeans. They make ufe of the coarfer fort to fieep on, and in 
wet weather they wear the finer* 

They 
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They greatly excel in the balket and wicker-work j both men and women employ 
themfelves at it, and can make it of a great number of different pat terns. 

Their filhing-lines are efteemed the belt in the world, made of the bark of the erowa, 
a kind of nettle which grows on the mountains j they are ftrong enough to hold the 
heavieft and moft vigorous fifli, fuch as bonetas and albicores; in ihort, they are 
extremely ingenious in every expedient for taking all kinds of filh. 

The tools which thefe people make ufe of for building houfes, conftructing canoes, 
hewing ftone, and for felling, cleaving, carving, and polilhing timber, confift of 
nothing more than an adze of ftone and a chiffel of bone, moft commonly that 
of a man’s arm; and for a file or polilher, they make ufe of a rafp of coral, and 
coral fand. 

The blades of their adzes are extremely tough, but not very hard; they make them 
of various fizes, thofe for felling weigh fix or feven pounds; and others which 
are ufed for carving, only a few ounces \ they are obliged every minute to fharpen them 
on a ftone, which is always kept near them for that purpofe. 

Some of their fraaller boats are made of the bread-fruit-tree, which is wrought with 
much difficulty, being of a light fpongy nature. Inftead of planes, they ufe their adzes 
with great dexterity. Their canoes are all lhaped with the hand, the Indians not 
being acquainted with the method of warping a plank. 

They are very curious in the conftru&ion of their boats, the chief parts or pieces whereof 
are formed feparately without either faw, plane, chiffel, or any other iron tool, which 
renders their fabrications more furprifing and worthy obfervation. They keep thefe 
boats with great care in a kind of flied, built on purpofe to contain them. 

Their language is foft and mufical, abounds with vowels, and is eafy to be pro- 
nounced. But whether it is copious, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were not fuffi- 
ciently acquainted with it to know. As very few either of their nouns or verbs are 
declinable, it mull confequently be very imperfect. They found means, however, to 
be mutually underftood without much difficulty. 

Here the management of the fick falls to the lot of the priefts, and their method of 
cure confifts chiefly of prayers and ceremonies, which are repeated till the patients 
recover or die. 

From their connexion with the Europeans, they have entailed upon themfelves that 
dreadful curfe, the venereal difeafe; which, upon enquiry, evidently appeared to 
have been brought among them by the veflels under the command of Monf. Bougain¬ 
ville. It was called by a name fomewhat fimilar in meaning to rottennefs, but of a 
much ftronger import: and they gave a moft fhocking account of the fufferings of 
thofe who were firft infefted with it; telling them, that their nails and hair fell off, and 
the flefli even rotted from their bones: and fo greatly were they terrified at the dreadful 
effects of this alarming difeafe, that the infefted perfon was forfaken even by his own 
relations, and left to perifh by himfelf, in fuch a ftate of mifery and pain as he had 
never before experienced. 

The religion of thefe people appeared to be exceedingly myfterious. 

They emphatically ftile the Supreme Being, the Caufer of Earthquakes, but their 
prayers are more generally addreffed to Tane, fuppofed to be a fon of the firft pro¬ 
genitors of nature. 

They believe in the exiftence of the foul in a feparate ftate, and that there are two 
iituations, differing in their degrees of happinefs, which they confider as receptacles 
for different ranks, but not as places of reward and punilhment; they fuppofe that 
their chiefs and principal people will have the preference to thofe of inferior rank, as 
vol. xi. 3 x they 
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they imagine their actions no way influence their future ftate, and that their deities take 
no cognisance of them vvhatfoever. 

The office of prieft is hereditary; there are feveral of them, and of all ranks; the 
chief is refpefted next to their Kings, and they are fuperior to the reft of the* 
natives not only in point of divine knowledge, but alfo in that of navigation and 
aftronumy* 

The priefts here are no way concerned with the ceremony of marriage, it being a 
fimple agreement between the man and woman ; and when they chufe to feparate, it is 
done with as little ceremony as that of their marriage. 

Slings, with which they are very dexterous, pikes headed with ftone, and long clubs 
made of wood, remarkably hard and heavy, conftkute their weapons. — With rhefe 
they fight with great obftinacy and cruelty, giving no quarter to either man, woman, 
or child, if they fall into their hands in time of battle* 

There is nothing among them fubftituted for money, or a general medium, by which 
every objeft may be purchafed or procured; neither can any permanent good be 
unlawfully obtained by force or fraud: and the general commerce with women fets 
afide almoft every excitement for committing adultery. In a word, in a government 
fo little polifiied, though diftributive juftice cannot be regularly adminiftered, as t here 
can at the fame time be but few crimes for the exercife of it, the want of this juftice is 
not fo feverely felt as in civilized countries* 

Thurfday, July the 13th, after leaving the ifland of Otaheite, they failed with a 
gentle breeze and clear weather; and were informed by Tupia, that four iflands, 
which he called Huaheine, XJIietea, Otaha, and Bolabola, were at the diftance of about 
one or two days fail, and that hogs, fowls, and other refreftments, which had lately 
been fcarce, were to be got there in abundance, They accordingly fleered their courfe 
in fearch of thefe iflands, and on Saturday the 15th, difeovered the ifland of Huaheine; 
and on the i6th, in the morning, they founded near the north-weft part of the ifland, 
but found no bottom with feventy fathom. Several canoes immediately put off, but 
they appeared fearful of coming near the Jliip, tilt they faw Ttipia, who totally removed 
their apprehenfions, and they ventured to come alongside ; and upon affurances of 
friendfhip, the King of Huaheine and his Queen went on board* Aftonifhment was 
teftified by Their Ma jellies at every thing that was fhewn to them ; yet they made no 
refearches, and appeared farisfied with what was preferred to their obfervation, making 
no inquiry after any other objects, though it was reafonable to fuppofe, that a building, 
of fuch novelty and extent as the ffup muft have afforded many curiofities. The King, 
whofe name was Qree, made a propofal to exchange names with Captain Cook, which 
was readily aflented to. The cuftom of exchanging names is very prevalent in this 
ifland, and iscqnfidered as a mark of friendfhip* They found the people here nearly 
fimiiar to thofe of Gtaheite in almoft every circumftance, except, if Tupia might be 
credited, they were not addi£ted to thieving. Having come to an anchor in a fmali 
but fine harbour, on the weft fide of the ifland, Captain Cook went afhore, accom¬ 
panied by Mr* Banks and fome other gentlemen, with Tupia and the King. The inftant 
they landed, Tupia uncovered himfelf as low as his waiftj and defired Mr. Monkhoufe 
to follow bis example. Being feated, he now began a fpeech, which lafted about- 
twenty minutes; the King, who flood oppofite to him, anfvvering in what feemed to be 
fet replies. During this difeourfe, he delivered at different times a handkerchief, a 
black filk neckcloth, fome beads and plantains, as prefents to their Eatua, or deity. 
He received in return, for the Eatua of the Englilh, a hog, fome young plantains, and 
two bunches of feathers, which were carried on board. Thefe ceremonies were con- 
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Tittered as a kind of ratification of a treaty between the Englifli and the King of 
Huaheine. 

They went on fliore again on the 18th without Tupia, but his boy, whofe name was 
Tayota, accompanied them ; with fonie difficulty tiiey negotiated for eleven pigs, and 
were not without hopes of obtaining more the next morning. 

Wednefday the 19th, they carried fome hatchets with them, with which they pro¬ 
cured three very large hogs. As they propol'ed to fail in the afternoon, the king, ac¬ 
companied by fome others of the natives, came on board to take his leave, when His 
Majefty received from Captain Cook a fmall pewter plate, with the following inicrip-; 
tion: “ His Britannic Majefty’s fliip Endeavour, Lieutenant Cook, Commander,: 

16th July, 1769.” Healfo was prefented with fonie medals, or counters, refembling 
the coin of England, and a few other trifles. 

This if]and is diftant from Otaheite about thirty leagues, anil is about twenty miles 
in circumference. Mr, Banks found here a fpecies of fcorpion which he had not feen 
before. The people are of a very lazy difpofition, though they are ifouter and larger 
made than thofe of Otaheite. 

From Huaheine they failed for the ifiand of Ulietea, and in the afternoon came 
within a league or two of the fliore. They anchored in a bay, which is formed by a 
reef, on the north fide of the ifland; two canoes of natives fcon came off from the- 
fhore, and brought with them two fmail hogs, which they exchanged for fome nails 
and beads. On the 20th, Mr. Banks, the captain, and ethers went on fliore, acebrn- 
panied by Tupia, who introduced them with the fame kind of ceremonies that had 
taken place on their landing at Huaheine; after which Captain Cook took poffeflion of 
this and the adjacent iflands in the name of the King of Great Britain. 

On the 2?.d and 23d, it being hazy weather with brifk gales, Captain Cook judged 
it rather unfafe to put to fea. On the 24th they got under fait, and .fleered to the north>» 
ward within the reef, towards an opening five or fix leagues diftant. In effefting this, 
he was in the greateft danger of ttriking on a rock; the man who founded, crying 
out on a hidden, two fathom, at which they were much alarmed, but happily got clear 
without receiving any damage. 

The provifionsof this ifland confift chiefly of cocoa-nuts, yams, plantains, and a few' 
hogs and fowls ; that part of the country where they landed is not fo fruitful as either 
Otaheite or Huaheine. ' : b 

On the 25th, they were within a league or two of the ifland of Otaha, but the wind 
continuing contrary, they could not get near enough to land till the a8th in the morn¬ 
ing, when Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went in the long-boat, with the mafter, to found 
a harbour on the eaft fide of the ifland, which they found fafe and convenient, with * 
good anchorage. They then went on fliore, and purchafed fome hogs and fowls, and 
a large quantity of yams and plantains. 

This ifland appeared to be more barren than Ulietea, but the produce was much the 
fame. » • ;• 

On the 29th they failed to the northward, and in the afternoon, finding themfelves 
to windward of fome harbours that lay on the weft fide' of Ulietea, they intended to 
put into one of them, in order to ftop a leak which they had fprung in the powder- 
room, and to take in fome additional ballaft. The wind being right againft them, 
they plied on and off till the afternoon of the ift of Auguft, when they came to an 
anchor in the entrance of the channel which led into one of the harboursi <--fhwi..o 

Wednefday 2d of Auguft, in the morning, when the tide turned, they came info a 
proper place for mooring, in twenty-eight fathoms. In the interim many of the 
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came off, and brought hogs, fowls, and plantains, which were purchafed upon very 
moderate terms. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went on fliore, and fpent the day very agreeably; the 
natives (hewing them great refpeft. Being conduced to t he houfesof the chief people, 
they were received in an uncommon manner. Upon their entrance into a houfe, they 
found thofe who had ran haftily before them. Handing on each fide of a long mat, 
fpread. upon the ground, and the family fitting at the further end of it. In one houfe 
they obferved fome very young girls, dreffed in the neateft manner, who kept their 
places, waiting for the Grangers to accoft them : thefe girls were the molt beautiful the 
gentlemen had ever feen. 

Before their departure they were entertained with a dance, different from any they 
had feen before. The performer put upon his head a large piece of wicker-work, 
about four feet long, of a cylindrical form, covered with feathers, and edged round 
with (hark’s teeth. Having this head-drefs on, which is called a Whou, he began to 
dance with a flow motion, frequently moving his head, fo as to defcribe a circle with 
the top of his wicker cap, and fometimes throwing it fo near the faces of the bye- 
ftanders, as to make them jump back; this they confidered as an excellent piece of 
humour, and it always produced a hearty laugh, when praftifed upon any of the Englifh 
gentlemen. 

On the 3d, they faw another company of dancers, confiding of fome of the prin¬ 
cipal people of the ifland. The women’s necks, breads, and arms, were naked; the 
other parts of the body were covered with black cloth, which was fattened clofe round 
them; and by the fide of each breaft, next the arms, was a final I plume of black 
feathers, worn like a nolegay. 

Thus apparelled they advanced Tideways, keeping time with great exactnefs to the 
drums, which beat quick and loud ; foon after, they began to lhake tbemfelves in a 
very whimfical manner, and put their bodies into a variety of ftrange pollures, fome¬ 
times Handing in a row one behind another, fometimes fitting down, and at others 
falling with their faces to the ground, and reding on their knees and elbows, moving 
their fingers at the fame time with a quicknefs fcarcely to be credited. The chief 
dexterity, however, of thefe dancers, as well as the amufement of the fpe&ators, con¬ 
fided in the lafcivioulnefs of their attitudes and geftures, which decency forbids us to 
defcribe. 

On Saturday the 5th, fome hogs and fowls, and feveral large pieces of cloth, many 
of them being fifty or fixty yards in length, together with a quantity of plantains and 
cocoa-nuts, were fent to Captain Cook as a prelent, from the Earee Rahie of a neigh¬ 
bouring ifland called Bolabola, accompanied with a meffage, that he was then on the 
ifland, and intended waiting on the captain the next day. 

On Sunday the 6th, the King of Bolabola did not vifit them agreeable to his promife ; 
his abfence, however, was not in the lead regretted, as he fent three very agreeable 
young women to demand fomething in return for his prefen t. After dinner they fet 
out to pay the King a vifit on Ihore, as he did not think proper to come on board. As 
this man was the Earee Rahie of the Bolabola men, who had conquered this, and were 
the dread of all the neighbouring iflands, they were greatly difappointed, inftead of 
finding a vigorous, enterprifing young chief, to fee a poor feeble, decrepid old dotard, 
half blind, and finking under the weight of age and infirmities. He received them with¬ 
out either that ftate or ceremony which they had hitherto met with among the other chiefs. 

They had now plenty of hogs on board, but as they could not be brought to eat 
any fort of European grain, er any provender whatever that the fhip afforded, they 
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were reduced to the difagreeable neceffity of killing them immediately on their leaving 
thofe iflands} and the fowls all died of a diforder in their head, with which they were 
feized ioon after they were brought on board. 

As they were detained longer at Ulietea in repairing the lhip than they expeQed, they 
did not go on Ihore at BolaboJa; but, after giving the general 1 name of the Society 
Iflands to the whole group, which lie between the latitude of 16° ro', and 16’ 55' fouth, 
they purfued their courfe, Handing fouthwardly for an ifland, to which they were 
directed by Tupia, at above an hundred leagues diftant, which they difcovered on Sun¬ 
day the 13th, and were informed by him, that it was called Ohiteroa. The next 
morning they Hood in for land. When they came near the fhore, they could perceive- 
that the inhabitants were armed with lances of a confiderable length. The appearance 
of the boat foon drew together a great number of them upon the beach, two of whom 
leaped into the water, and endeavoured to gain the boat, but fhe foon left them behind : 
feveral others made the fame attempt, but with as little fuccefs. 

The boat having doubled the point where they intended to land,- opened a large bay,, 
and difcovered another party of the natives {landing at the end of it, in the fame 
manner as thofe they had already feen. The boat’s crew rowed towards the Ihore, 
and began to make preparations for landing, upon which a canoe, with fome of the 
natives on board, came off towards them; they ordered Tupia to acquaint thefe people, 
that they did not intend doing them any injury, but wanted to traffic with them with 
nails, which they lhewed them this information encouraged them to come alongfide 
the boat, and they accepted of fome nails, which were given them, with much apparent 
pleafure and fatisfaction : it foon appeared, however, to be nothing more thandiffimu- 
jation ; for, in a few minutes, feveral of them unexpe&edly boarded the boat, with an 
intention of dragging her on Ihore; fome mufkets were immediately difcharged over 
their heads, which had the defired effe£l, all of them leaping directly into the fea ; and: 
as foon as they reached the canoe, they put back to the Ihore as faft as they could 
paddle, where a vaft concaurfe of their countrymen were affembled to receive them. 
The captain faw enough of their difpofition to give up all hopes of eftablifhzng a friendly 
intercourfe with them, and returned to the lhip. 

The people of this ifland are very tall, well proportioned, and have long hair, which, 
like the inhabitants of the other iflands, they tie in a bunch on the top of their head; 
they are likewife tataowed on different parts of their bodies, but not on their pofteriors. 

1 his ifland does not fhoot up into high peaks, like the others which they vifited, but 
is more level and uniform, and divided into fmall hillocks, fome of which are covered 
with groves of trees; they faw no bread-fruit, and not many cocoa-nut trees,.but great 
numbers of the tree called etoa, were planted all along the fhore. 

On the 15th, they failed to the fouth ward, and on Friday the 25 th, they celebrated 
the anniverfary of their leaving England, from whence they had been abfent one year: 
a large Chefhire cheefe, which had been carefully preferved for that purpofe, was 
brought out, and a barrel of porter tapped, which proved to be as eood as any they had 
ever drank in England. 

On 1 hurfday the 7th of October, they difcovered land at Weft-by-north, and in the 
afternoon of the next day, they came to an anchor oppofite the mouth of a little river 
about a mile and a half from the fhore. The captain, with Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
and fome other gentlemen, accompanied by a parry of marines, went on fhore in the 
evening, in the pinnace and yawl. 

Having left the pinnace at the entrance of the river, Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, &c. 
proceeded a little farther up, when they landed, and leaving the yawl to the care of 
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fame of, their boys, went up to a few frnall houfes which they faw at a little diftance. 
Taking the advantage of their abfence from the boat, fame of the natives, who had 
concealed themfelves behind the bullies, fuddenly rufhed out, and ran towards it, 
brandifhing the long wooden lances which they had in their hands in a threatening 
manner. The cockfwain bred a mufquetoon over their heads, which did not ieem to 
intimidate them; he then fired a fecond time over their heads, but with no better 
effect; alarmed at the fituation of the boat, as they were now got near enough to 
difcharge their lances at it, the cockfwain levelled his piece at them, and (hot one man 
dead on the fpot. Struck with aftonilhment at the fall of their companion, they re¬ 
treated to the woods with the utmoft precipitation. Ihe report of the gun foon brought 
the advanced party back to the boats, and both the pinnace and the yawl immediately 
returned to the fhip. 

On Monday the gth, in the morning, a great number of the natives were feen near 
the place where the gentlemen in the yawl had landed the preceding evening, and the 
greatelt part of them appeared to be unarmed. The long-boat, pinnace, and yawl, 
being ordered out, and manned with marines and failors. Captain Cook, together with 
Mr. Banks, the reft of the gentlemen and Tupia went on fhore, and landed on the 
oppofite fide of the river, over againft feveral Indians who were fitting on the 
ground. 

They ftarted up as faon as the gentlemen began to land, and their intentions ap¬ 
peared very hoftile, brandifhing their weapons in the ufual threatening manner; upon 
which a nuifket was fired at fame diftance from them, at the effect of which, the ball 
happening to ftrike the water, they appeared rather terrified, and defifted from their 
menaces. The marines being drawn up, the captain, with four or five of the gentle¬ 
men and Tupia, advanced nearer to the fide of the river; Tupia fpoke to them, and 
informed them, that they wanted to traffic with them for provifions. They readily 
confented to trade, and requefted the Engliffi gentlemen to crofs the river and come 
over to them , which was agreed to, upon condition that the natives would quit their 
weapons j but this the molt folemn affurances of friendfliip could not prevail on 
them to comply with. 

The gentlemen in their turn intreated the Indians to come over to them, which 
after fame time they prevailed on one of them to do; he was prefently followed by 
feveral others, bringing their weapons with them. They did not appear to fet any 
great value on the beads, iron, he. which was prefented to them, nor would they give 
any thing in return, but propofed to exchange their weapons for thofe belonging to 
the Englifh, which being confequently objected to, they endeavoured feveral times to 
fnatch them out of their hands. But tbeir attempts to false the arms were repeatedly 
fruftrated, and Tupia, by direction of the gentlemen, gave them notice, that any fur¬ 
ther offer of violence would be punifhed with inftaiit death. One of them had, ne- 
verthelefs, the audacity to fnatch Mr. Green’s hanger, and retiring a few paces, flou- 
rilhed it over his head; he, however, paid for his temerity with his life, Mr. Monk- 
houfe firing at him with a mufquet loaded with ball; and that gentleman afterwards, 
with great difficulty recovered the hanger, one of the Indians endeavouring to feize it. 

This behaviour of the natives, added to the want of frelh water, induced Captain 
Cook to continue his courfe round the head of the bay. He was ftill in hopes of 
getting fame of the Indians on board, and by prefents added to civil ufage, convey v 
through them a favourable idea of the Englifh to their fellow-countrymen ; and thereby 
fettle a good correfpondence with them. Soon after an event occurred, though 
attended with difagreeable circumftances, that promifed to facilitate this defign. Two 

i canoes 


CAPTAIN COOKES FIRST VOYAGE, 


5*7 

canoes appeared making towards land, and Captain Cook propofed intercepting them 
with his boats. One of them got clear off, but the Indians in the other, finding it ini- 
pofllble to efcape the boats, began to attack them with their paddles: this compelled 
the End 1 avour’s people to fire upon them, when four of the Indians were killed, and 
the other three, who were youths, jumped into the water, and endeavoured to fwim to 
fhore: they were however taken up and brought on board. They were at fir ft 
greatly terrified, thinking they fhould be killed ; but Tupia, by repeated affuranees of 
friendIhip removed their fears, and they afterwards eat very heartily of the {hip's pro- 
vifions. When they retired to reft, in the evening, they appeared perfectly eafy in 
their minds, and Jlept very quietly. The next morning, after they were drefled and 
ornamented, according to the mode of the country, with necklaces and bracelets, 
Captain Cook pro poled ietting them on fhore, that they might give a favourable report 
to their countrymen of the reception they had met with. They tefthied much fans- 
faflion when told they were going to be releafed ; the names of thefe boys were Taahou- 
range, Koikerange, and Maragovete. They informed Captain Cook, that there was a 
particular kind ot deer upon the ifland, likewife taro, eapes, romara, yams, a kind of 
long pepper, bald coote, and black birds. 

On. the i ith Captain Cookfet fail, in hopes of finding a better anchoring place, afrer 
giving this bay (called by the natives Toaneora) the name of Poverty Bay; and the 
fomh.weft point he called Young Nick's Head, on account of its being firft perceived 
by a lad on board named Nicholas Young, 

Captain Cook gave the name of Cape Fable to a point of land about feven leagues 
to the fomh of Poverty Bay, its figure greatly refembling a table ; and the ifland, called 
by the natives Teahowry, he named Portland Ifland, it being very fimiiar to that of 
the fame name in the Brinfh Channel. 

On the i^rh feveral Indians came off in a canoe; they were disfigured in a ftrange 
manner, danced and fung, and appeared at times to be peaceably inclined, at others to 
menace hoftilities; but notwithstanding Tupia ftrongly invited them to come on board, 
none of them would quit the canoe. Whilft the Endeavour was getting clear of the 
fhambles, five canoes full of Indians came off', and feemed to threaten the people on 
board, by bnmdffhing their lances, and other hoftile geftures; a four pounder, loaded 
with grape-lhot, was therefore ordered to be fired, but not pointed at them. This had 
the defired effeft, and made them drop aftern. Next morning nine canoes full of 
Indians came from the fhore, and five of them, after having coniuited together, pur- 
fued the Endeavour, apparently with a hoftile defigm Tupia was defired to acquaint 
them that immediate deftruftion would enfue, if they perfevered in their attempts; 
but words had no influence, and a four pounder, with grape foot, was fired, to give 
them feme notion of the arms of their opponents. They were terrified at this kind 
of reafening, and paddled away fafter than they came. 

The following day, Sunday the 15th, in the afternoon, a large canoe, with a number - 
of armed Indians, came up, and one of them, who was remarkably clothed with a 
black tkin, found means to defraud the captain of a piece of red baize, under pretence 
of bartering the fkin he had on for it. As foon as he had got the baize into his pof- 
feffion, inftead of giving the fkin in return, agreeable to his bargain, he rolled them 
up together, and ordered the canoe to put off from the fhip, turning a deaf ear to 
the repeated remonftranees of the captain againft his unjufl behaviour. After a fhort 
time this canoe, together with the fifhing-boats which had put off at the fame time, 
came back to the ihip, and trade was again begun* During this fecond traffic with 
the Indians, one of them unexpectedly feized Tupia's little boy Tayota, and pulling 
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him him into his canoe, inftantly put her off, and paddled away with the utmoft fpeed; 
feveral mufquets were immediately difcharged at the people in the canoe, and one of 
them receiving a wound, they all let go the boy, who before was held down in the 
bottom of the canoe. Tayota, taking the advantage of their conftemation, immediately 
jumped into the fea, and lwam back towards the Endeavour. He was taken on board 
without having received any harm ; but his ftrength was fo much exhaufted with the 
weight of his clothes, that it was with great difficulty he reached the fliip. In confe- 
quencc of this attempt to carry off Tayota, Captain Cook called the cape off which it 
happened Cape Kidnappers. Its diflance from Portland Illand is about thirteen leagues, 
forming the fouth point of a bay, which the captain named Hawke’s Bay, in honour of 
Sir Edward, who then prefided at the Admiralty board. 

As every circumfiance that tends to elucidate the manners and cuftoms of thefe 
people muff attract the attention of the curious reader, we cannot omit Tayota’s beha¬ 
viour upon recovering from his fright, occafioned by his being kidnapped. He pro¬ 
duced a fifh, and acquainted Tapia, that he defigned to make an offering of it to his God, 
or Eatua, as a telUinonial of his gratitude for his deliverance. Tupia approved of his 
intention, and by his direction the fifli was call into the fea. This is an evident proof, 
that even thefe unenlightened favages, by the mere impulfe of nature, believe in the 
exiftence of a particular providence. 

The Endeavour now paffed a finall ifland, white and high, fuppofed to be inhabited 
only by filhermen, as it appeared quite barren, and was named Bare Ifland. On the 
17th, Captain Cook gave the name of Cape Turnagain to a head-land. This cape is 
remarkable for a ftratum of clay of a bright brown colour; its prominence gradually 
diminiflies towards the north fide, but to the fouth its defeent is not fo regular. 

The land between this cape and Kidnapper’s Bay is unequal, and refemb/es the 
high downs of England. There appeared numerous inhabitants, and feveral villages. 
Wednefday the 18th, the Endeavour came abreaft of a peninfula in Portland Ifland, 
named Terakako, when a canoe with five Indians came up to the fhip. Two chiefs 
who were in this canoe came aboard, where they remained all night, and were treated 
with great civility. The chiefs would neither eat nor drink, but the fervants made up 
for their matters’ abftinence by their voracious appetites. The three boys had given, 
thefe natives an account of the hofpitality and liberality of the Englifh, which had 
prevailed upon them to pay this vifit. 

Ihurfday the 19th, the Endeavour paffed a remarkable head-land, which Captain 
Code named Gable-End Foreland. It is diftinguifhed by a rock, in the fliape of a 
church fpire, which is very near it. Here three canoes came up, and one Indian came 
on boaid; lie received fome final! prefents, and retired to his companions. He wore 
a new gaiment of white filky flax, with a border of black, red, and white. 

Many of the Indians had pieces of green ftone round their necks, by way of neck¬ 
laces; they were tranfparent, like an emerald, and appeared, on examination, to be a 
fpccies of nephritic ftone, of which all their ornaments of this kind confifted. Mr. 
Banks and the other gentlemen obtained feveral pieces of it. 

On the 20th they anchored in a bay, about two leagues to the north of the foreland. 
The natives in canoes mvjted them hither, and behaved very amicably. There ap¬ 
peared to be two chiefs, who came on board. They received prefents of linen which 
gave them much fatisfadion; but they did not hold fpike-nails in fuch eftimation as 
the inhabitants of fome of ihe other iflands. The captain, Mr. Banks, and Dr Solander 
went on fhore, and were courteoufly received by the inhabitants, who did not appeal 
m numerous bodies to avoid giving offence. The captain had the pleafure to find frefh 

water 















































CAPTAIN COOK’S FIRST VOYAGE. 


5 2 9 

water, in the courle of a tour round the bay. They remained on fhore all night, and 
next day Mr. Banks and the doCtor difcovered feyeral plants, and many birds, particu- 
' larly quails and large pigeons. Dogs with fmall'pointed ears, and very ugly, were the 
only tame animals among them. They have fweer potatoes, like thofe of North 
America, in great quantities; and the cloth plant grows here fpontaneoufly. There is 
plenty of fifh in the bay, fuch as crabs, cray-fifh, and fhip-jacks or horfe-mackercl, 
which are larger than thofe upon our coafts. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander vifited their houfes, and were kindly received. Filh 
conftituted their principal food at this time, and the root of a fort of fern ferved 
them for bread, which, when roafled upon a fire, and divefted of its bark, was fweet 
and clammy; in tafte not difagreeable, but unpleafant from its number of fibres. Ve¬ 
getables were, doubtlefs, at other feafons very plentiful. The women paint their faces 
red, which fo far from increafing, diminilhes the very little beauty they have. The 
men’s faces were not in general painted, but fome were rubbed over with red ochre 
from head to foot, their apparel not excepted. Though they could not be compared 
to the inhabitants of Otaheite for cleanlinefs in general, they furpaffed them in this 
refpeft in fome particulars. Every dwelling was fupplied with a privy, and they had 
.dunghills for depofmng dirt and filth. The women wore a girdle made of the "blade 
of grafs under a petticoat, and to this girdle was tied in front a bunch of fragrant 
leaves. They feemed to hold chaftity in but little eftimation, many of the young 
females reforting to the watering place, where they bountifully bellowed every favour 
that was requeued. One of the officers on fliore meeting with an elderly woman, 
he accompanied her to her houfe, and having prefented her with fome cloth and beads, 
a young girl was fingled out, and he was given to underftand he might retire with her. 
Soon after an elderly rnan, with two women, came in as vifitors, and with much form¬ 
ality faluted all the company, according to the cuftom of the place, which is by 
gently joining the tips of their nofes together. Several of the Indians went on board, 
and teftified their curiofity and furprife with regard to the different parts of the Ihip, 
Sunday the 22d, in the evening, they failed from this bay, which by the natives is 
called Tegadoo. The wind being contrary, they put into another bay a little to the 
fouth, called by the natives Tolaga, in order to complete their wood and water, and 
extend their correfpondence with the natives. 

On the 24th, Mr. Gore and the marines were fent on fhore to guard the people em¬ 
ployed in cutting wood and filling water. Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, and the doctor 
alfo went on fhore; the two latter employed themfelves in collecting plants. In their 
route they found in the vales many houfes uninhabited, the natives refiding chiefly in 
flight fheds on the ridges of the hills, which are very fteep. In a valley between two 
very high hills they faw a curious rock that formed a large arch, oppofite to the fea. 
This cavity was in length above feventy feet, in breadth thirty, and near fifty in height; 
it commanded a view of the hills and the bay, which had a very happy effefl:. Indeed 
the whole country about the bay is agreeable beyond defcription, and if properly cul¬ 
tivated would be a niufl: fertile fpot. Upon their return, they met an old man, who 
entertained them with the military exercife of the natives, which are performed with 
the patoo patoo, and the lance. The former is ufed as a battle-axe; the latter is ten 
or twelve feet in length, made of extreme hard wood, and fharpened at each end. 
A flake was fubftituted for their old warrior’s fuppofed enemy; he firft attacked him 
with his lance, when, having pierced him, the patoo-patoo was ufed to deraolifh his 
head, and the force with which he ftruck would at one blow have fplit any man’s 
fkull. Their tataowing is done very curioufly in various figures, which makes their 
vol. xi. 3 v _ fkin 


CAPTAIN COOK'S FIRST VOYAGE. 


53° 

flcin refemble carving; it is confined to the principal men, the females and fervants ufing 
only red paint, with which they daub their faces, that otherwife would not be difagree- 
able. Their doth is white, glofly, and very even; it is worn principally by the men, 
though it is wrought by the women, who, indeed, are condemned to all the drudgery 
and labour. 

In converfation with the natives, it was found they eat their enemies after they are 
killed in war. Captain Cook and Dr. Solander went on the 27th to infpeft the bay, 
when the doftor was not a little furprifed to find the natives in poffeffion of a boy’s 
top, which they knew how to fpin by whipping it, and he purchafed it out of curiofity. 
At the watering-place, the Indians by defire fung their war-fong, which was a ftrange 
medley of fliouting, fighing, and grimace, at which the women alfifted. The next day 
Captain Cook and the other gentlemen went upon an ifland at the entrance of the bay, 
and met with a canoe that was fixty-feven feet in length, fix in breadth, and four in 
height; her bottom, which was {harp, confided of three trunks of trees, and the fides 
and head were curioufly carved. Their favourite figure is a volute, or fpiral, which is 
fometimes fingle, double, and triple, and is done with great exactness, though the 
only inftruments the gentlemen law were an axe made of done, and a duffel. 

There are many beautiful parrots, and great numbers of birds of different kinds, 
particularly onewhofe note refembled the European black-bird; but here is no ground- 
fowl or poultry, nor were there any quadrupeds, Except rats and dogs, and thefe were 
not numerous. The dogs are confidered as delicate food, and their fkins ferve for 
ornaments to their apparel. 

Sunday, October 29th, they fet fail from this bay, which is called by the natives 
Tolaga. This is a very hilly country, though it presents the eye with an agreeable 
verdure, various woods, and many fmall plantations. Mr. Banks met with a great 
number of trees in the woods, quite unknown to Europeans. The fire-wood refembled 
the maple-tree, and produced a gum of whitilh colour. The only roots they met with 
were yams and fweet potatoes. 

Sailing to the northward, they fell in with a finall ifland, about a mile diftant from 
the north-eafl: point of the main; and this being the moll eaftern part of it, the cap¬ 
tain named it Eaft Cape, and the ifland Eaft Ifland: it was but fmall, and appeared 
barren. In the evening of the 30th, Lieutenant Hicks difcovered a bay, to which his 
name was given. Next morning, about nine, feveral canoes came off from Ihore with 
a number of armed men, who appeared to have hoftile intentions. Before thefe had 
reached the fliip, another canoe, larger than any that had yet been feen, full of armed 
Indians, came off, and made towards the Endeavour with great expedition. The cap¬ 
tain now judging it expedient to prevent, if poffible, their attacking him, ordered a 
gun to be fired over their heads ; this not producing the defired effeft, another gun 
was fired with ball, which threw them into fuch confternation, that they immediately 
returned much falter than they came. This precipitate retreat induced the captain to 
give the cape off which it happened the name of Cape Runaway. Next morning, at 
day-break, they faw between forty and fifty canoes along Ihore, many of which came 
oft in the manner they had done the day before, Ihouring, and menacing an attack. 
One of their chiefs in the largeft of the canoes made feveral harangues, and by the 
menacing flourilh of his pike, feemed to bid the fhip defiance; but the gentlemen con¬ 
tinuing to invite them to trade, they at laft came clofe alongfide, and the chief who 
had been declaiming, after uttering a fentence, took up a ftone and threw it againft 
the fide of the fliip, which appeared to be a declaration of hoftilities, as they inllantly 
feized their arms. One of them took tome linen that was hanging to dry, and made 
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off with it. A raufquet was fired over his head to make him return, but this did not 
prevail; and even after another was fired at him with finall fliot, which hit him in the 
back, he Hill perfevered in his defign. Upon this die reft of the Indians dropped 
atom at fome diftance, and fet up their fong of defiance. They did not, however, 
make any preparations for attacking the fhip ; but the captain judged, that it he fuf- 
fered them to go off without convincing them of his power of avenging the infult, 
it might give an unfavourable opinion of the Englifh to the natives on Ihore. He ac¬ 
cordingly fired a four-pounder, which paffed over them, and the effect it had in the 
water terrified them fo greatly, that they made to Ihore with the utmoft precipitancy. 
In the afternoon they defcried a high ifland to the weft, and fome time after perceived 
fome other iilands and rocks in the fame quarter ; not being able to weather them be¬ 
fore night came on, they bore up between them and the main land. About feven in 
the evening a double canoe, built like thofe at Otaheite, but carved after their peculiar 
manner, came up to the fhip, and Tupia entered into a friendly converfation with the 
Indians on board; lyhen, on a fudden, it being now dark, they pelted the fhip with 
ftones, and then retreated. 

The Endeavour paffed the night under an ifland about twenty miles from the main, 
which they named the Mayor. In the morning of the 3d, they gave the name of 
the Court of Aldermen to a number of final I iilands that lay contiguous. The chief, 
who governed the diftrift from Cape Turnagain to this coaft, was named Teratu. 

On Friday the 4th, three canoes came along fide with feveral Indians. Thefe canoes 
were built very different from the others, being formed of the trunks of Angle trees, 
made hollow by burning; they were not carved, or in any lhape ornamented. Thefe 
Indians were of a darker complexion than the others, but made ufe of the fame modes 
of defiance, and threw feveral ftones and fome of their lances into the fhip. 

The fame afternoon the Endeavour failed towards an inlet they had difcovered, and 
anchored in feven fathom water. She was foon after furrounded by feveral canoes, 
and the Indians at firfl did not fhew any figns that they intended committing hoftilities. 
One of the Endeavour’s people fliot a bird, which the. Indians conveyed on board, 
without teftifying any furprife at the event. For their civility the captain gave them a 
piece of cloth. But this favour had a very oppofite influence to what was expedted, 
for when it grew dark they fung one of their menacing fongs, and attempted to carry 
off the anchor’s buoy. Some mufquets were now fired over them, which feemed 
rather to irritate than terrify them, and upon their going off, they .threatened to return 
the next morning in greater numbers ; they came back however the fame night about 
eleven o’clock, in hopes of furpriiing the fhip’s crew; but finding them on their guard, 
they again retired. 

In the morning of the 5 th, a great number of canoes, with near two hundred men, 
armed with fpears, lances, and ftones, made their appearance, feemingly refolved to 
attack the fhip, and defirous of boarding her, but could not determine at what part, 
changing their ftations, and paddling round her. Thefe motions kept the crew upon 
the watch, in the rain, whilft Tupia, at the requeft of the captain, ufed every diffuafive 
argument he could fuggeft to prevent their carrying their apparent defigns into exe¬ 
cution ; but his export ulations did not pacify them, till fome mufkets were fired ; they 
then laid afide their hoftile intentions, and began to trade. . They fold two of their 
weapons without fraud, but a third, for which they had received cloth, they would not 
deliver up, andinftead of paying any attention to the demand that was made of it, 
they only laughed at them, and turned their expoftulations into ridicule. As the cap- 
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tain propofed to ftay fomo days at this place, that he might obferve the tranfit of Mer¬ 
cury, he judged it expedient to chaftife thefe people for their infolence and knavery; 
accordingly l’ome final 1 fliot were fired upon the principal offender, and a mufquet-ball 
went through his canoc. His companions left him to his fate, without taking the lead; 
notice of him, though he .was wounded, and continued to trade without any difcompo- 
fure. They for fonie time traded very fairly, but returning to their mal-p raft ices, 
another canoe was fired upon, andftruck j they foon after paddled away, whillt a round 
fliot was fired over them. 

Several of the Indians came off to the fhip on the 5th, but behaved much better 
than they had done the preceding day. They had with them an old man, who had be¬ 
fore teftified his probity and difcretion; and he appeared to be of fuperior rank to the 
reft. He came on board with another Indian, when the captain prefen ted them with 
fome nails, and two pieces of cloth of Engjftth manufafture. Tojava (which was the 
name of the old man) informed Mr. Banks, that the natives had been in great terror 
of the Englilh j when he was informed, that the captain and his people had no ill de- 
fign again!! the Indians, but, on the contrary, wanted to eftablilh a friendly intercourfe, 
and to trafliek with them. Tojava then acquainted the captain, that they were often 
vifited by free-hooters from the north, who ftripped them of all they could lay their 
hands on, and often made captives of their children and wives ; and that being ignorant 
who the Englilh were upon their arrival, the natives had taken the alarm upon the 
flap's appearing off the coaft, but were now fatisfied of their good intent. Probably, 
their poverty and mifery may be afcribed to the ravages of this banditti, who often 
ftrip them of every neceffary of life. 

The affurances of friendlhip which they had received from the gentlemen on board, 
feemed to have a proper influence upon the natives, who were now very traftable and 
fubmiffive. In a word, the natives now treated the Englilh with great hofpitality $ a 
large fupply of wood and good water was obtained, and the fliip being very foul, was 
heeled, and her bottom fcrubbed in the bay. 

November the 8th, the Indians fupplied the lliip’s crew with as much excellent filh, 
refembling mackerel, as was fufficient for all their dinners, for which they gave fome 
pieces of cloth. 

A great variety of plants were this day, collefted by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander: 
they had never obferved any of the kind before. 

Early in the morning of the gth, feveral canoes brought a prodigious quantity of 
mackerel, one fort of which was no way different from the mackerel caught on our 
coaft. T hefe canoes were fucceeded by many others,, equally well loaded with the 
fame fort of filh; and the cargoes purchafed were fo great, that when falted, they 
might.be confidered as a month’s provifion for the whole {hip’s company. 

This being a very clear day, the aftronomer (Mr. Green) and the other gentlemen, 
landed to obferve the traniit of Mercury. Whilft the obfervation was making, a large 
canoe, with various commodities on board, came alonglide the fliip; and Mr. Gore, 
the officer who had then the command, being defirous of encouraging them to traffick, 
produced a piece of Otaheitean cloth, of more value than any they had yet feen, which 
was immediately teized by one of the Indians, who obftinately refufed either to return 
it, or to give any thing in exchange \ he paid dearly however for his temerity, being 
fliot dead on the fpot. J 5 

The death of this young Indian alarmed all the reft j they fled with great precipi¬ 
tancy, and for the prefent could not be induced to renew their traffick. with the Englilh. 

But 
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But when the Indians on fhore heard the particulars related by Tojava, who greatly 
condemned the conduS; of the deceafed, they feemed to think that he merited his fate. 
His name proved to be Otirreeoonooe. 

This tranfa&ion happened, as has been mentioned, whilft the obfervation was mak¬ 
ing of the tranfir of Mercury, when the weather was fo favourable that the whole 
tranfit was viewed without a cloud intervening. Mr. Green made the obfervation of 
the ingrefs, whilft Captain Cook was engaged in afcertaining the time, by taking the 
fun’s altitude. In confequence of this obfervation having been made here, this bay was 
called Mercury Bay. 

On the 10th, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and the Captain, went in boats to infped a 
large river, that runs into the bay. They found it broader fome miles within than at 
the mouth, and interfered into a number of ftreams, by feveral fmall iflands, which 
were covered with trees. On the eaft fide of the river the gentlemen fhot fome fhafgs, 
which proved very good eating. 

The Indians fup before fun-fet, when they eat filh and birds baked or roafted. A 
female mourner was prefent at one of their fuppers ; lhe was featcd upon the ground, 
and wept inceffantly, at the fame time repeating fome fentences in a doleful manner, 
but which Tupia could not explain j at the termination of each period file cut herfelf 
with a ihell upon her breaft, her hands, or her face; notwithftanding this fliocking 
bloody fpeftacle greatly affected the gentlemen prefent, yet all the Indians faw it with 
indifference. 

November t tth, great plenty of oyfters were procured from a bed which had been 
discovered, and they proved exceedingly good. Next day the fhip was vifited by two 
canoes, with unknown Indians; after fome invitation they came on board, and they all 
trafficked without any fraud. 

They failed from this bay, after taking poffeflion of it in the name of the King of 
Great Britain on the 15th of November. A number of iflands, of different fizes, 
appeared tow ard the north-weft, which were named Mercury Iflands. On account of 
the number of oyfters found in the river, the captain gave it the name of Oyfter river. 
The inhabitants, though numerous, have no plantations j their canoes are very indiffe¬ 
rently conftru&ed, and are no way ornamented. 

Upon this ihore iron fand is in plenty to be found, which proves that there are mines 
off that metal up the country, it being brought down by a rivulet from thence. 

On the 18th, in the morning, the Endeavour fleered between the main, and an 
ifland which feemed very fertile, and as extenfive as Ulietea. Many canoes filled with 
Indians came along fide, and the Indians fung their war fong ; the Endeavour’s people 
paying them no attention, they threw a volley of ftones, and then paddled away ; but 
they prefently returned and renewed their infillts. However, upon a mufquet being 
fired at one of their boats, they made a precipitate retreat. 

In the evening they call anchor in twenty-three fathom water, and early the next 
morning they failed up an inlet. The Endeavour was now in a bay, called by the 
natives Ooabaouragee, and Captain Cook, with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, &c. went 
in the boats to the bottom of the bay to examine it, and they did not return till next 
morning. At the entrance of a wood they met with a tree ninety-eight feet high from 
the ground to the firft branch, quite ftraight, and nineteen feet in circumference; and 
they found ftill larger trees of the fame kind as they advanced into the wood. The 
captain called this river Thames, being not unlike our river of that name. 

f he fliip, at their departure was furrounded with canoes, which induced Mr. Banks 
to remain on board, that he might trade with the Indians. Though the traders were 
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honcft in their dealing, there was oneamongft them who took a fancy to a half-minute 
glafs, but was detected in fecreting it, and he was punifhed with the cat-o -nine tails. 
The other Indians endeavoured to fave him from this punithment; but being oppofed, 
they got their arms from the canoes, and fome of the people in them attempted to get 
on board. Mr. Banks and Tupia now coming upon deck, the Indians applied to 1 upia, 
but he having no influence upon Mr. Hicks, the commanding officer, informed them 
of the nature of the offender’s intended punifliment, which pacified them, as they ima¬ 
gined he was going to be put to death. The criminal not only received twelve lathes, 
but afterwards a drubbing from an old man, who was thought to be his father. 

On the 23d they tided it down the river* and on the 24th they fleet ed along the 
fhore, between the iflands and the main, and in the evening anchored in an open bay, 
in about fourteen fathoms water* Here they caught a large number of fifh of the 
feienne, or bream kind ; from which the captain named this Bream Bay* and the ex¬ 
treme points of it Bream Head, There are numbers of rocks off this bay* which were 
called the Hen and Chickens* No inhabitants were yifible ; but from the fires per¬ 
ceived at night, the gentlemen concluded it was inhabited* 

Sunday the 26th, Captain Cook continued his courfe flowly along the fliore to the 
north. This day two canoes came up, and fome of the Indians came on board, when 
they trafficked very fairly* Two larger canoes loon after followed them, and coming 
up to the fhip, the people in them hailed the others, when they conferred together, 
and afterwards came along fide of the fhip. The laft two canoes were finely ornamented 
with carving, and the people, who appeared to be of higher rank, were armed with 
various weapons; they held in high eftimadon their patoo-patoos, which were made 
of ftone and whalebone, and they had ribs of whale with ornaments of dog s hair, 
which were very curious.—Thefe Indians feeined the iuperiors of the others, they 
were neverthelefe not free from the vice of pilfering, for one of them having agreed 
to barter a weapon for a piece of cloth, he was no fooner in poffefEon of the cloth than 
he paddled away without paying the price of it; but a mufquet being fired, he came 
back and returned the cloth. All the canoes then returned afbore* 

The Endeavour palled a remarkable point of land, which the captain called Cape 
Bret, in honour of the Baronet of that name ; this cape is much higher than any of 
the adjacent land. Within a mile to the north-eaft^by-north is a curious rocky ifland ; 
it is arched, and has a pleafing effeft at a diftance. The natives call this Cape Mo- 
tugogogo : it forms a bay to the weft, which contains many finall iflands, and Captain 
Cook named the point at the north-weft entrance Point Pococke* The inhabitants 
had the fame itch for cheating as the others* One of the midfhipmen was fo nettled at 
being itnpofed upon, that he had recourfe to a whimfical expedient by way of revenge ; 
taking a fifhing line, he threw the lead with fo much dexterity, that the hook caught 
the Indian who had impofed upon him by the buttock, when the line breaking, the 
hook remained in his pofteriors* Thefe Indians were ftrong and well-proportioned ; 
their hair was black, and tied up in a bunch, ftuck with feathers; ^ the chiefs among 
them had garments made of fine cloth, ornamented with dog's fkm ; and they were 
alfo tataowed* 

On the 27th, the Endeavour was among a number of final! iflands, from which 
feveral canoes came off; but the Indians, from their frantic gefhires, feemed difor* 
dered in their minds; they threw their fifh into the fliip by handfuls, without demanding 
any thing by way of barter. Some other canoes alfo came up, and fainted the fhip 
with ftones. One of the Indians who was particularly active, threw a (tick at one of 
the Endeavour's men. It was then judged time to bring them to reafon, and a 
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mufquet, with fmal! fliot, was fired at him, when he fell down in the canoe. A 
general terror was now fpread amongft them, and they all made a very precipitate 
retreat. Among the filh obtained from thefe canoes, were cavelles in great plenty, 
and for this reafon the captain called thefe iflands by the fame name. 

For feveral days the wind was fo very unfavourable, that the veffel rather loft than 
gained ground. On the 29th, having weathered Cape Bret, they bore away to leeward, 
and got into a large bay, where they anchored on the fouth-weft fide of feveral iflands ; 
after which the fliip was furrounded by thirty-three large canoes, containing near three 
hundred Indians, all armed. Some of them were admitted on board and Captain 
Cook gave a piece of broad cloth to one of the chiefs, and fome finall prefents to the 
others. They traded peaceably for fome time, being terrified at the fire-arms, the 
efteS: of which they were not unacquainted with; but whilft the captain was at dinner, 
on a fignal given by one of their chiefs, all the Indians quitted the (hip, and they 
attempted to tow away the buoy; a mufquet was now fired over them, but It pro¬ 
duced no effect; finall fliot was then fired at them, but it did not reach them. A 
mufquet loaded with ball, was therefore ordered to be fired, and Otegoowgoow (foil 
of one of the chiefs) was wounded in the thigh by it, which induced them immediately 
to throw the buoy overboard. To complete their confufion a round fhot was fired, 
■which reached the fhore, and as foon as they landed they ran in fearch of it. If thefe 
Indians had been under any kind of military difcipline, they might have proved a much 
more formidable enemy; but acting thus, without any plan or regulation, they only 
expofed themfelves to the annoyance of fire-arms, whilft they could not pofiibly 
fucceed in any of their defigns. 

The captain, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander landed upon the ifland. The gentlemen 
were now in a finall cove, and they were prefently furrounded by near four hundred 
armed Indians; but the captain not fufpecting any hoftile defign on the part of the 
natives, remained peaceably difpofed. The gentlemen marching towards them, drew 
a line, intimating that they were not to pafs it; they did not infringe upon this boundary 
for fome time, but at length they fung the fong of defiance, and began to dance, 
whilft a party attempted to draw the Endeavour’s boats on fhore. Thefe fignals for 
an attack being immediately followed by the Indians breaking in upon the line, the 
gentlemen judged it time to defend themfelves, and accordingly the captain fired his 
mufquet, loaded with finall fliot, which was feconded by Mr. Banks difcharging his 
piece, and two of the men followed his example. This threw the Indians into great 
confufion, and they retreated; but were rallied again by one of their chiefs, who 
fhouted and waved his patoo-patoo. The doftor now pointed his mufquet at this hero, 
and hit him; this ftopt his career, and he took to flight with the other Indians. They 
retired to an eminence in a collective body, and feemed dubious whether they fhould 
return to the charge. They were now at too great a diftance for ball to reach them j 
but thefe operations being obferved from the fliip, fhe brought her broad fide to bear, 
and by firing over them loon difperfed them. The Indians had in this fkirmifh two of 
their people wounded, but none killed. Peace being thus reftored, the gentlemen 
began to gather celery and other herbs; but fufpefting fome of the natives were lurking 
about with evil defigns, they repaired to a cave, which was at a fniall diftance; here 
they found the chief, who had that day received a prefent from the captain j he came 
forth with his wife and brother, and folicited their clemency. It appeared that one of the 
wounded Indians was a brother of this chief, who was under great anxiety left the 
wound fhould prove mortal; but his grief was in a great degree alleviated, when he 
was made acquainted with the different effects of fmall fliot and ball: he was at the 
fame time affined, that upon any future hoftilities being committed, ball would be 
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ufed. This interview terminated very cordially, after fome trifling prefents were made 
to the chief and his companions. 

The prudence of the gentlemen upon this occaflon cannot be much commended. 
Had thefe four hundred Indians boldly^ufhed in upon them at once with their weapons, 
the mufquetry could have done very little execution j but fuppofing twenty or thirty 
of the Indians had been wounded, for it does not appear their pieces were loaded with 
ball, but only fmall fhot, there would have remained a fufficient number to have 
maffacred them, as it appears they do not give any quarter, arid none could have been 
expefted upon this occafion.—It is true, when the fhip brought her broad-fide to bear, 
ihe might have made great havock amongll the Indians; but this would have been too 
late to fave the party on fhore. 

Being again in their boats, they rowed to another part of the fame ifland, when 
landing and gaining an eminence, they had a very agreeable and romantic view of a 
great number of iflands, well inhabited and cultivated. The inhabitants of an adjacent 
town approached unarmed, and teftified great humility and fubmifllon.—Some of the 
party on fhore, who had been very violent for having the Indians puniftied for their 
fraudulent conduft, were now guilty of trefpaffes equally reprehenfible, having forced 
into fome of the plantations, and dug up potatoes. The captain upon this occafion 
fhewed ftri£t juftice, in punilhing each of the offenders with twelve bribes; one of them 
being very refractory upon the occafion, and complaining of the hardship, thinking an 
Englifhman had a right to plunder an Indian with impunity, was flogged out of his 
opinion with fix additional lafhes. Probably, his adding, cc that in this he had only 
followed the example of his fiiperiors,” might have had no little weight in procuring 
him this laft fentence. 

On Tuefday the 5th, in the morning, they weighed anchor, but were foon becalmed, 
and a firong current fetting towards the fhore, they were driven in with fuch rapidity, 
that they expected every moment to mn upon the breakers, which appeared above 
water not more than a cable's length diftance; they were fo near the land, that Tupia, 
who was totally ignorant of the danger, held a converfation with the Indians, who were 
Handing on the beach. They were happily relieved, however, from this alarming 
fituaEion by a frefh breeze fuddenly fpringing up from the fhore. 

The bay which they had left was called the Bay of the Iflands, on account of the 
numerous iflands it contains ; they catc bed but a few fifli while they lay there, but 
procured great plenty from the natives, who are extremely expert at frilling. 

December the 7th, feveml canoes put off and followed the Endeavour, but a breeze 
arifmg,*Captain Cook did not wait for them. On the 8fti, they tacked and flood infer 
the fltore ; and on the gth, came to a deep bay, which the captain called Doubtlefs 
Bay. The wind prevented their putting in here. They beat to windward four days, 
and made but little way. On the 10th, the land appeared low and barren, but was not 
deftitute of inhabitants ; the next morning they flood in with the land, which forms a 
peninfula, and which the captain named Knuckle Point. Another bay, that lies con¬ 
tiguous, Captain Cook called Sandy Bay ; in the middle of it is a high mountain, which 
was named Mount Camel, on account of its refembJing that animal. Gn the 16th. 
came off the northern extremity of New Zealand, which the captain called North 
Cape. Their fituation varied but little until the 24th, when they difcovered land, 
which they judged to be the iflands of the Three Kings, though they did not refemble 
the defcription of them in Dalrymple*$ account. Mr. Banks went out in the frnaU 
boat, and caught feme birds that greatly refembled geefe, and they were very good eating* 

January 1, 1770, they tacked and flood to eaftward, and on the 3d they faw land 
again; it was: high and .flat, and trended away to die fouth-eaft, beyond the reach of 
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the naked eye. It is remarkable, that the Endeavour was three weeks in making tea 
leagues to the weft ward. On the morning of the 4th they flood along the fhore, the 
coall appearing Tandy and barren. They law a fun-filh, fliort and thick in figure, with 
two large fins, but lcarce any tail, refembling a fhark in colour and fize. 

On the gth they faw a point remarkably high to the eaft-north-eaft; the captain 
named it Albetrofs Point, on the north fide of whiclr a bay is formed that promifes 
good anchorage. At about two leagues diftance from Albetrofs Point, to the north- 
eaft, they difcovered a remarkable high mountain, equal in height to that of Teneriffe, 
the fummitof which was covered with fnow, and it was named Mount Egmont. This 
day Tome very heavy fhowers of rain fell, accompanied with thunder and lightning. 
The captain propofed careening the fliip here, and taking in wood and water ; and 
accordingly, 011 ihc 15th, fleered for an inlet. Here they law a lea-lion ; it is a yerv 
curious creature, and anfwers the defcription given of it in Lord Anfon’s Voyage. In 
palling the point of the bay, they obferved an armed fentinel on duty, who was twice 
relieved. Four canoes came from fliore to vifit the Ihip, but none of the Indians would 
venture on board, except an old man, who Teemed of elevated rank he was received 
with the utmoft hofpitality. The captain and the other gentlemen now went on fhore, 
where they met with plenty of wood and water, and were very fuccefsful in fififing, 
catching Tome hundred weight in a fliort time. 

On the 16th, the Endeavour’s people were engaged in careening her, when three 
canoes came oft' with a great number of Indians, and brought feveral of their women 
with them. This circumftance was judged a favourable prefage of their peaceable 
difpofition; but they foon gave proofs of the contrary, by attempting to flop the long¬ 
boat that was fent aihore for water, when Captain Cook had recourfe to the old expe¬ 
dient of firing foine fliot, which intimidated them for the prefent. Tupta, in converting 
with them, and making many inquiries concerning the curiofities of New Zealand, 
niked them, if they had ever before feen a fliip of the magnitude of the Endeavour; 
to which they replied, they had never feen fuch a veffel, nor ever heard that one had 
been upon the coaft. There is great plenty of filh in all the coves of this bay; among 
others here are cutlle-fifh, large breams, final! grey breams, fmall and large baracootas, 
flying gurnards, horfe-mackercl, dog-filh, foies, dabs, mullets, drums, fcorpenas or 
rock-ftfh, cole-filh, lhags, chimeras, &c. The inhabitants catch their fifh as follows : 
their net is cylindrical, extended by feveral hoops at the bottom, and contracted at the 
top; the filh going in to feed upon what is put in the net, are caught in great 
abundance. There are alfo birds of various kinds, and in great numbers, particularly 
parrots, wood-pigeons, water-hens, hawks, and many different finging birds. An herb, 
a fpecics of Philadelphus, was ufed here pnftead of tea; and a plant, called teegoome, 
refembling rug-cloaks, ferved the natives for garments. The environs of the cove 
where the Endeavour lay are covered entirely with wood, and the fupple-jacks are fo 
numerous, that it is with difficulty paffengers can purfue their way ; here is a numerous 
fand-fly that is very difagreeable. The tops of many of the hills are covered with 
fern. The air of the country is very moift, and has fome qualities that promote putre¬ 
faction, as birds that had been fliot but a few hours were found with maggots in them. 
They difpofe of their dead in a very Angular manner: they tie a large ftone to the body, 
and throw it into the fea. I he gentlemen Jaw the body of a woman which had been 
difpofed of this way, but which by fome accident had difengaged itfelf from the ftone, 
floating upon the water. The captain, Mr. Banks, and the doctor, vifited a cove, about 
two miles from the fliip. There was a family of Indians, who were greatly alarmed at 
the approach of the gentlemen, all running away except one ; but upon Tupia’s con- 
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verfing with him, the others returned. They found, by the provifions of this family, 
that they were cannibals, here being feveral human bones that had been lately drefled 
and picked; and it appeared, that a Ihort time before, fix of their enemies having fallen 
into their hands, they had killed four and eaten them, and that the other two were 
drowned in endeavouring to make their efcape. They made no fecret of this abomi¬ 
nable cuftom, but anfwered Tupia, who was deftrous to afcertain the faCt, with great 
compofure, that his conjectures were juft, that they were the bones of a man, and 
tellified by figns that they thought human flefh delicious food. Upon being afked, 
why they had not eaten the body of the woman that had been feen floating upon the 
water ? They replied, file had died of a diforder, and that moreover ftte was related to 
them, and they never ate any but their enemies. Upon Mr. Banks’s flill teftitying 
fome doubts concerning the faCt, one of the Indians drew the bone of a man’s arm 
through his mouth, and this gentleman had the curiofity to bring it away with him. 
There was a woman in this family whofe arms and legs were cut in a Ihocking manner, 
and it appeared flie had thus wounded herfelf, becaufe her hufband had lately been 
killed and eaten by the enemy. 

Some of the Indians brought four Ikulls one day to fell, which they rated at a very 
high price. The brains had been taken out, and probably eaten, but the fcalp and hair 
remained. They feeraed to have been dried by fire, in order to preferve them from 
putrefaflion. The gentlemen likewife faw the bail of a canoe, which was made of a 
human Ikull. In a word, their ideas were fo horrid and brutal, that they feemed to 
pride themfelves upon their cruelty aud barbarity, and took a peculiar pleafure in 
fliewing the manner in which they killed their enemies, it being confidered as very 
meritorious to be expert at this deftruCtion. The method ufed was to knock them 
dqjvn with their patoo-patoos, and then rip up their bellies. 

An amazing number of birds ufually began their melody about two o’clock in 
the morning, and lerenaded the gentlemen till the time of their riling. This har¬ 
mony was very agreeable, as the fhip lay at a convenient diftance from the fhore to 
hear it. Thefe feathered chorifters, like the Englilh nightingales, never fing in the 
day time. 

On the 20th, Mr. Banks purchafed of the old Indian a man’s head, which he 
feemed very unwilling to part with; the Ikull had been fraCtured by a blow, and the 
brains were extracted, and like the others, it was preferved from putrefaction. From 
the care with which they kept thefe Ikulls, and the relu&anee with which they bartered 
any, it was imagined they were confidered as trophies of war, and teftimonials of their 
valour. Some of the company, in their excurfions, met with fortifications that had not 
the advantage of an elevated fituation, but were furrounded by two or three wide 
ditches, with a draw-bridge, which, though fxmple in its ftruCture, is capable of 
anfwering every purpofe againft the arms of the natives. Not only thofe who are 
killed, but the pril'oners likewife are devoured by the victors. From what has been 
related by fuch unqueflionable authority, there can remain no doubt with the un¬ 
prejudiced reader, that the inhabitants of this part of the globe are cannibals. 

The 22d was employed by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander in collecting of plants. 
On the 24th they vifited a hippah, which was fituated on a very high rock, hollow 
underneath, forming a fine natural arch, one fide of which joined to the land, and the 
other rofe out of the fea. This hippah was partly furrounded with a pallifade. Here 
they met with a crofs refembling a crucifix, which was ornamented with feathers, and 
which was ereCted as a monument for a deceafed perfon j but they could not learn how 
his body was difpofed of. 
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Oil the 25th, the captain, Mr. Banks, and Doctor Solander, went on fliore to Ihoot, 
when they met with a numerous family, who were among the creeks catching filh. 
They behaved very civilly, and received fome trifling prefeats. 

The fhip’s company were, on the 27th and 28th, engaged in making necefiary repairs, 
and getting her ready for fea. The captain went on fhore again, and erected another 
pyramid of ftones, in which he put fome bullets, beads, &c. as before, with the addi¬ 
tion of a piece of filver coin, and placed part of an old pendant on the top, to dif- 
tinguilh it. Some of the people who had been fent out to gather celery, met with 
feveral of the natives, among whom were fome women, whofe huibands had lately 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, and they were cutting many parts of their body 
in the molt {hocking manner with {harp ftones, in teftimony of their exceffive grief. 
What made this ceremony appear ridiculous as well as {hocking, was, that the male 
Indians, who were with them, paid not the leaft attention to it, but with the greateft 
unconcern imaginable employed themfelves in repairing fome empty huts upon the fpot. 

On Tuefday the 30th, two polls were erected, infcribed with the fhip’s name, &c. 
as ufual; one was placed at the watering place, with the union flag upon it, and the 
other in the fame manner, on the ifland of Motuara; and the inhabitants being informed, 
that thefe polls were meant as memorials of the Endeavour having touched at this 
place, proraifed never to deftroy them. The captain then named this inlet Oueen 
Charlotte’s Sound; and took pofieflion of it in the name, and for the ufe of His 
Majefty, and a bottle of wine was drank to the Queen’s health. 

Towards night, on the 31ft, a brilkgale arofe, attended with heavy fhowers, and the 
next morning became fo very tempeftuous, that the Endeavour had her hawfer broke, 
and feveral calks of water that had been left on Ihore were walked away by the rain. 

The 2d, 3d, and 4th of February were chiefly ipent in preparing for their departure, 
and purchafing filh of the natives. 

On the 6th, in the morning, the Endeavour failed out of the bay, which the Ihip’s 
company, from an abhorrence of the brutal cultom that prevails here of eating men, 
called Cannibal Bay. The natives about this found are not above four hundred in 
number; they are fcattered along the coalt, and live upon fern-root and filh ; the 
latter of which was the only commodity they traded in. 

The Endeavour having left the found, fleered eallward, and about fix o’clock in the 
evening they were greatly alarmed at their being carried, by the rapidity of the cur¬ 
rent, very clofe to one of the two iflands which lie oft' Cape Koamaroo, at the entrance 
of the found. The Ihip was in fuch imminent danger that they expected every 
minute Ihe would be dalhed to pieces; but letting go an anchor, and veering one 
hundred and fixty fathom of cable, Ihe was brought up, when they were not above 
two cables length from the rocks: in this fituation they were obliged to wait for the 
ebb of the tide, which was not till after midnight. At three o’clock in the morning 
they weighed anchor, and a fine breeze fpringing up foon after, they were carried 
through the ftreight with great velocity. At the entrance of the ftreight, on the north 
fide, there is a fmall ifland, which was named Entry Ifland. 

On the 8 th they were off Cape Pallifer, when they difcovered that the land reached 
away to the north-eall towards Cape Turnagain. Three canoes came off in the after¬ 
noon, with feveral people in them j they made a good appearance, and their canoes 
were ornamented like thofe of the Indians of the northern coalt. They came on 
board with great alacrity. One old man was tattaowed in a very remarkable manner; 
he was likewife marked with a llreak of red paint acrofs the nofc, and over both 
cheeks j his hair was quite white as well as his beard. His garment was made of flax, 
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with a wrought border, under which was a kind of petticoat, made of a cloth called 
Aooree Waow; his cars were decorated with teeth and pieces of green ftone. 

On the 14th of February, about lixty Indians in-four double canoes, came vviLhin a 
ftone’s caft of the fliip, which they beheld with furprife, Tupia endeavoured to per- 
fuade them to approach nearer, which they refufed,and made toward the Ihore, but did 
not reach it till after it was dark. From the behaviour of thefe people, the place from 
whence they came was called the Ifland of Looker’s-on. They had various winds and 
feas till the 4th of March, when they faw feveral whales and feals. On the 9th they 
faw a ledge of rocks, and Toon afterwards another ledge, three leagues from the fliore, 
which they paffed to the north during the night, and dilcovered the others under their 
bow at day-break. Thus they had a narrow efcape from deftruftion; and thefe ledges 
of rocks were denominated Traps, from their being adapted to entrap the unwary. 

In the morning they failed northward, and on the day following, dilcovered a barren 
rock, about a mile in circumference, very high, and five leagues from the main land. 
This was called Solander’s Ifland. On the 13th they dilcovered a bay, which contains 
feveral iflands, behind which, if there be depth of water, there mult be Ihelter from 
all winds. Captain Cook called this Dufky-Bay, and it is remarkable for having live 
high peaked rocks laying off it, which look like the thumb and four lingers of a man’s 
hand ; whence it was denominated Point Five Fingers. 

They had now almoft paffed the whole of the north-weft coaft of Tovy Poenam- 
moo; the face of the country afforded nothing worth notice, but a ridge of rocks of 
a flupendous height, which Dr. Ilawkefworth deferibes as “ totally barren and naked, 
except where they are covered with fnow, which is to be feen in large patches in many 
parts of them, and has probably lain there ever fince the creation of the world j a 
profpeffc more rude, craggy, and defolate than this country affords from the fea can¬ 
not polfibly be conceived ; for as far inland as the eye can reach, nothing appears but 
the fummits of rocks, which Hand fo near together, that, inftead of vallies, there are 
only fiffures between them.” 

By the 27th they had failed round the whole country, and determined to depart 
from the coaft, as foon as they had taken in a ftock of water. For this purpofe the 
captain went alhore in the long-boat, and found an excellent watering-place, and a 
proper birth for the fliipj which being moored, they began filling their calks, while 
the carpenter and his crew were employed in cutting wood. A council of the officers 
was now held, as to the paffage they Ihould take to England ; when it was refolved to 
return by the Eaft Indies, and with that view to fteer for the eaft coaft of New Hol¬ 
land, and then follow the direction of that coaft to the northward. 

This refolution being taken, they failed at day-break, on Saturday, March 31, 177c, 
and taking their departure from an eaftern point, which they had feen on the 23d, 
they called it Cape Farewell. The bay from which they failed was named Admiralty 
Bay, and the two capes thereof Cape Stephens, and Cape Jackfon, the names of the 
then Secretaries to the Board of Admiralty. 

Abel Janfen Tafmen, a Dutchman, was the firft European that made a difeovery of 
New Zealand, to which he gave the name of Staaten Land, that is, the land of the 
States-General. Tafmen never went on fliore, as the Indians attacked him foon after 
he came to an anchor, in the bay to which he gave the name of Murderers Bay ; this 
was in December 1642. 

The fituation of thefe iflands is between 34° and 48^ of fouth latitude, and 181® 
and 194° of weft longitude. The natives call the northern ifland Eaheinomauwe, 
and the fouthernmoft Tovy Poenammoo. 

Eaheinomauwe, 
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Eaheinomauwe, though hilly, and in ferae places mountainous, is well flored with 
wood, and there is a rivulet in"every valley. The foil of the valleys is light, but is fo 
fertile, as to be well adapted for the plentiful produ&ion of all forts of the fruits, plants, 
and com of Europe. The fummer is more equally warm, though not hotter than in 
England ; and it is imagined, from the vegetables that were found, that the winter is 
not fo fevere. 

Dogs and rats are the only quadrupeds that were feen, and of the latter only a very- 
few. The inhabitants breed the dogs for the foie purpofe of eating them. There are 
feals and whales on the coaft; and they once faw a fea-lion. The birds are hawks, 
owls, quails; and there are fong-birds, whofe note is wonderfully melodious. The 
infects are flcfh-flies, beetles, butterflies, fand-flies, and mufquitoes. 

Tovy Poenammoo appears to be a barren country, is very mountainous, and almoft 
deftitute of inhabitants. 

The fea which walhes thefe iflands abounds with fifli, which are equally delicate and 
wholefome food. They feldom came to anchor but they catched enough, with hook, 
and line only, to fupply the whole fliip’s crew; and, when they Allied with nets, every 
mefs in the fhip, except thofe who were too indolent, falted as much as fupplied them? 
when at fea for feveral weeks after. 

This country abounds with forefts, filled with very large, flmight and clean timber. 
Upwards of four hundred fpecies of plants were found, all of which are unknown in 
England, except garden night-lbade, l'ow-thiftle, two or three kinds of fern, and one 
or two forts of grafs. There is only one lhrub or tree in this country which produces 
fruit, and that is a kind of berry almoft taftelefs; but they have a plant which 
anfwers all the ufes of hemp and flax. There are two kinds of this plant, the 
leaves of one of which are yellow, and the other a deep red, and both of them refemble 
the leaves of flags. Of thefe leaves they make lines and cordage, and much ftronger 
than any thing of the kind in Europe. 

The men of this country are as large as the Iargeft Europeans. Their complexion 
is brown, but little more fo than that of a Spaniard. Ihey are full of flelh, but not 
lazy and luxurious ; and are flout and v/ell-fhaped. The women poflefs not that de¬ 
licacy which diftinguiflies the European ladies ; but their voice is Angularly foft, which, 
as the drefs of both fexes is flmilar, chiefly diftinguiflies them from the men. They 
have neither black cattle, fiieep, hogs, nor goats ; fo that their chief food being fifli, 
and that not at all times to be obtained, they are in danger of dying through hunger. 
They have a few, and but a very few dogs ; and when no fifli is to be got, they have 
only vegetables, fuch as yams and potatoes, to feed on; and if by any accident thefe 
fail them, their fituation mull be deplorable. This will account for their fliocking 
cuftotn of eating the bodies that are flain in battle; for he who fights through mere 
hunger, will nor fcruple to eat the adverfary he has killed. 

The inhabitants of New Zealand are as modeft and referved in their behaviour and 
converfation as the moil polite nations of Europe. The women indeed were not dead 
to the fofter impreffions; but their mode of con lent was, in their idea, as harmlefs as 
the confent to marriage with us, and equally binding for the ftipulated time. If any 
of the Englifli addreffed one of their women, he was informed, that the confent of her 
friends malt be obtained, which ufually followed on his making a prefent. This done, 
he was obliged to treat his temporary wife at lead as delicately as we do in England. 
A gentleman who failed in the Endeavour, having addrefled a family of fome rank, 
received an anfwer, of which the following is an exact tranflation— <c Any of thefe 
young ladies will think themfelves honoured by your addreffes, but you mult firft make 
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me a fuitable prefent, and you muft then come and fleep with us on fliore, for day-light 
niuft by no means be a witnefs of what paffes between you*” 

Thefe Indians anoint their hair with oil melted from the fat of fifh or birds. Both 
fexes, but the men more than the women, mark their bodies with black (tains, called 
amoco. Exclufive of the amoco, they mark themfelves with furrows. Thefe furrows 
make a hideous appearance, the edges being indented, and the whole quite black* The 
paintings on their bodies referable fillagree work, and the foliage in old chafed orna¬ 
ments; but no two are painted exactly after the fame model* The people of New 
Zealand frequently left the breech free from thefe marks, which the inhabitants of 
Otaheite adorned beyond any other* 

Their drefs is formed of the leaves of the flag fplit into flips, which are interwoven, 
and made into a kind of matting, the ends, which are feven or eight inches in length, 
hanging out on the upper fide* One piece of this matting being tied over the fhoulders 
reaches to the knees j the other piece being wrapped round the waift, falls almoft to 
the ground* 

The women never tie their hair on the top of their head, nor adorn it with feathers; 
and are lefs anxious about drefs than the men* Their lower garment is bound tight 
round them, except when they go a fifliing, and then they are careful that the men 
fliall not fee them* 

The ears of both fexes are bored, and the holes ft retched fo as to admit a man’s 
finger. The ornaments of their ears are feathers, cloth, bones, and fometimes bits of 
wood. They likewife hung to their ears, by firings, chifTels, bodkins, the teeth of 
dogs, and the teeth and nails of their deoeafed friends* The men wear a piece of green 
talc, or whalebone, with the refemblance of a man carved on it, hanging to a firing 
round the neck* They faw one man who had the griftJe of his nofe perforated, and 
a feather being patted through it, projected over each cheek. 

Thefe people fliew lefs ingenuity in the flru&ure of their houfes, than in any thing 
elfe belonging to them ; they are from fixteen to twenty-four feet long, ten or twelve 
wide, and fix or eight in height. The frame is of flight flicks of wood, and the walls 
and roof are made of dry grafs pretty firmly compared* Some of them are lined 
with the bark of trees, and the ridge of the houfe is formed by a pole, which runs 
from one end to the other* The door is only high enough to admit a perfon crawling 
on hands and knees, and the roof is floping* There is a fquare hole near the door, 
ferving both for window and chimney, near which is the fire-place. 

Some who can afford it, and whofe families are large, have three or four houfes 
inclofed within a court-yard. Their clothes, arms, feathers, fome ill made tools, and 
a cheft, in which all thefe are depofited, form all the furniture of the infide of the 
houfe. Their hammers to beat fern-root, gourds to hold water, and bafkets to contain 
provifions, are placed without the houfe. 

The canoes of this country are not unlike the whale-boats of New England, being 
long and narrow* The larger fort feem to be built for war, and will hold from thirty 
to one hundred men. One of thefe, at Tolaga, meafured near feventy feet in length, fix 
in width, and four in depth. It was fharp at the bottom, and confided of three lengths, 
about two or three inches thick, and tied firmly together with ftrong plaiting; each 
fide was formed of one entire plank, about twelve inches broad, and about an inch 
and a half thick, which were fitted to the bottom part with equal ftrength and inge¬ 
nuity. Several thwarts were laid from one fide to the other, to which they were fe- 
curely fattened, in order to ftrengthen the whole* 

Thefe veffels are rowed with a kind of paddles, between five and fix feet in length, 
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the blade of which is a long oval, gradually decreafing till it reaches the handle j and 
the velocity with which they row with thefe paddles is really furprifing. The veffels 
are fleered by two men, having each a paddle, and fitting in the ftera ; but they can 
only fail before the wind, in which direction they move with confiderable fwiftnefs. 

Thefe Indians ufe axes, adzes and chiflels, with which laft they likewife bore holes. 
The chiflels are made of jafper, or of the bone of a mail’s arm ; and their axes and 
adzes of a hard black ftone. They ufe their fmall jafper tools till they are hi unted, 
and then throw them away, having no inftrument to fharpen them with. 

Their warlike weapons are fpears, darts, battle-axes, and the patoo-patoo. The 
fpear, which is pointed at each end, is about fixteen feet in length, and they hold it 
in the middle, fo that it is difficult to parry a pufli from it. "Whether they fight in boats 
or on fliore, the battle is hand to hand, fo that they inuft make bloody work of it. 

When they came to attack the Engliffi, there was ufually one or more thus diftin- 
guiftied in each canoe. It was their cuftom to flop at about fifty or fixty yards dis¬ 
tance from the fhip, when the commanding officer, arifing from his feat, and putting 
on a garment of dog’s fkin, ufed to direct them how to proceed. When they were 
too far from the fliip to reach it either with ftone or lance, they cried out, Haromai , 
haromai , harre uta a patoo-patoo oge —“ Come to us, come on fhore, and we will kill 
you all with our patoo-patoos.” During thefe menaces they approached the fliip, till 
they came alongfide, talking peaceably at intervals, and anfwering whatever queftions 
they were alked. Then again their threats were renewed, till imagining the Tailors were 
afraid of them, they began the war-fong and dance, and threw ftones on board the fliip. 

In the war-dance their motions are numerous, their limbs are diftorted, and their 
faces are agitated. Their tongue hangs out of their mouths to a vaft length, and 
their eye-lids are drawn fo as to form a circle round the eye; they fhake their darts, 
brandifli their fpears, and wave their patoo-patoos to and fro in the air. They accom¬ 
pany this dance with a fong, which is fung in concertj every (train ending with a loud 
and deep figh. There is an activity and vigour in their dancing, which is truly admi¬ 
rable ; and their idea of keeping lime in mufic is fuch, that fixty or eighty paddles 
will ftrike at once againft the Tides of their boats, and make only one report. 

With regard to religion, they acknowledge one fuperior being, and feveral fubordi- 
nate. Their mode of worfhip could not be learned, nor was any place proper for that 
purpofe feen. 

A great fimilitude was obferved between the drefs, furniture, boats and nets of the 
New Zealanders, and thofe of the inhabitants of the South Sea iflands, which furniflied 
a ftrong proof, that the common anceftors of both were natives of the fame country.. 
Indeed the inhabitants of thefe different places have a tradition that their anceftors 
migrated from another country many ages ftnce; and they both agree, that this coun¬ 
try was called Heawige. But perhaps a yet ftronger proof that their origin was the fame, 
will arife from the fimilitude of their language, of which the following is a fpecimen ; 


New Zealand- 
Whahine 5 

Otaheite. 

Aheine, 

A woman. 

Taaia y 

Tata, 

People. 

Mata * 

Matau , 

The eyes. 

Ahewh 9 

Paparinga^ 

Taboo, 

The nofe. 

Paparea, 

The cheeks. 

Ateraboo 5 

Eoboo, 

The belly. 

Ape to y 

Piio , 

The navel. 

Reromaii 

Harre mat , 

Come hither. 


They 
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They failed from Cape Farewell on the 31ft of March, 1770, and had fine weather 
and a fair wind till the 9th of April, when they faw a tropic-bird. On the 15th they 
faw an egg-bird and a gannet; and on the day fallowing a fmall land-bird perched on 
the rigging, from which they concluded they were near land j but they found no 
ground with one hundred and twenty fathom. At fix o’clock in the morning of the 
19th, they difcovered land four or five leagues diflant ; the fouthernmofl part of which 
was called Point Hicks, in compliment to Mr. Hicks, the firfi: lieutenant, who made the 
difcovery of it. At noon they difcovered another point of the fame land, riling in a 
round hillock, extremely like the Ram Head at the entrance of Plymouth Sound, for 
which reafon Captain Cook gave it the fame name. What they had yet feen of the 
land was low and even, and the inland parts were green, and covered with wood. 
They now faw three water-fpouts at the fame rime, one of which continued a quarter 
of an hour. On Sunday, the 23d, they were fo near the fliore, as to fee feveral of 
the inhabitants on the coaft, who were of a very dark complexion, if not perfect 
negroes. 

On the 27th they faw feveral of the inhabitants walking along the fliore, four 
of them carrying a canoe on their fliouiders; but as they did not attempt coming oft' 
to the fliip, the captain took Meffrs. Banks and Solander and Tupia in the yawl, and 
employed four men to row them to that part of the fliore where the natives appeared, 
near which four fmall canoes kid clofe in-land. The Indians fat on the rocks 
till the yawl was within a quarter of a mile of the fliore, and then ran away into the 
woods. The furf beating violently on the beach, prevented the boat from landing. 

At five in the evening they returned to the fliip, and a light breeze fpringing up, 
they failed to the northward, where they difcovered feveral people on fliore. They 
brandifhed their weapons, and threw themfelves into threatening attitudes. The bodies, 
thighs, and legs of two of thefe, were painted with white ftreaks, and their faces were 
almofl covered with a white powder. They talked to each other with great emotion, 
and each of them held a kind of cimeter in his hand. 

They anchored oppofite a village of about eight houfes, and obferved an old woman 
and three children to come out of a wood, laden with fuel for a fire: all of them, as 
well as the woman, were quite naked. The old woman frequently looked at the fliip 
with the utmoft indifference, and, as foon as flie had made a fire, they fot about dr ef¬ 
fing their dinner with as much compofure as if a jfhip had been no extraordinary 
light. 

Having formed a defign of landing, they manned the boats, and took Tupia with 
them ; and they had no fooner come near the fliore, than two men advanced, as if to 
difpute their fetting foot on land. The captain threw them beads, nails, and other 
trifles, which they took up, and feetned to be delighted with. He then made figns 
that he wanted water, and ufed every poflible means to convince them that no injury 
was intended. They now made figns to the boat’s crew to land, on which they put 
the boat in ; but they had no fooner done fo, than the two Indians came again to op- 
pofe them. A mufquet was now fired between them, on the report of which one of 
them dropt a bundle of lances, which he inftantly fnatched up again in great hafte. 
One of them then threw a ftone at the boat, on which the captain ordered a mufquet 
loaded with fmall fliot to be fired, which wounding the eldeft of them on the legs, he 
retired haftily to one of their houfes, which flood at feme little diflance. The people 
in the boats now landed, imagining that the wound which this man had received would 
put an end to the con left; in this, however, they were miftaken, for he immediately 
returned with a kind of Ihield, of an oval figure, painted white in the middle, with two 
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holes cut m it to fee through. They now advanced with great intrepidity, and both 
difeharged their lances at the boat’s crew, but did not wound any of them. Another 
mufquet was now fired at them, on which they threw another lance, and then took to 
their heels. The crew now went up to the huts, in one of which they found the chil¬ 
dren, who had fecreted themfelves behind fome bark. They looked at them, but left 
them without their knowing they had been feen ; and having thrown fome pieces of 
cloth, ribbons, beads, and other things into the hut, they took feveral of their lances, 
and reimbarked in the boat. 

They now* failed to the north point of the bay, where they found a plenty of frelh 
water. On taking a view of the hut where they had feen the children, they had the 
mortification to find that every Indian was fled, and that they had left all the prefents 
behind them. Some men having been fent to get wood and water, they no fconer 
came on board to dinner, than the natives came down to the place, and examined the 
calks with great attention, but did not offer to remove them. In the evening Meffrs. 
Banks and Solander went with the captain to a cove north of the bay, where they 
catched between three and four hundred weight of filh in four hauls. 

On Tuefday, May the iff, the fouth point of the bay was named Sutherland Point, 
one of the feainen, of the name of Sutherland, having died that day, and been buried 
on Ihore. This day Meffrs. Banks, Solander, the captain, and a few other gentlemen, 
went on Ihore, and left more prefents in the huts, fuch as looking-glaffes, combs, &c. 
but the former ones had not been taken away. They faw the dung of an animal which 
fed on grafs, and traced the footfteps of another, which had claws like a dog, and was 
probably about the fize of a wolf: they difeovered the track of a finall animal, whofe 
foot was like that of a pole-cat; and faw one animal alive, about the fize of a 
rabbit. 

The fecond lieutenant, Mr. Gore, having been with a boat to dredge for oyfters^ 
faw fome Indians, who made figns for him to come on Ihore, which he declined. 
Having finilhed his bufinefs, he fent the boat away, and went by land with a midfhip- 
man, to join the party that was getting water. In their way they met with more than 
twenty of the natives, who followed them fo clofe, as to come within a few yards of 
them. Mr. Gore flopped and faced them ; on which the Indians Hopped alfo, and 
when he proceeded again they followed him; but they did not attack him, though they 
had each man his lance. The Indians coming in fight of the waterers, Hood ftill at 
the diltance of a quarter of a mile, while Mr. Gore and his companions reached their 
{hip mates in fafety. 

Tupia having learnt to Ihoot, frequently ftrayed alone to {hoot parrots; and the 
Indians conftantly fled from him with as much precipitation as from the Englilh. On 
the 3d of May, fourteen or fifteen Indians, in the lame number of canoes, were en¬ 
gaged in linking filh within half a mile from the watering-place. 

They now returned to their boat, and feeing a fire at a diltance, rowed towards it, 
but the Indians fled at their approach. Near the beach they found feven canoes, and 
as many fires, from whence they judged that each filherraan had dreffed his own 
dinner. There were oyfters lying on the fpot, and fome muffles roafting on the fire. 
They ate of theie filh, and left them fome beads and other trifles in return. They 
now returned to the lhip. 

They fifhed with great fuccels this day, and the fecond lieutenant ftruck what is 
called the fting-ray, which weighed near two hundred and fifty pounds. The next 
morning a filh of the fame kind was catched, which weighed three hundred and fifty 
pounds. 
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While Captain Cook remained in the harbour, the Englifli .colours were diiplajed 
on fliore daily, and the name of the (hip, with the date ot the year, was carved on a 

tree near the place where they took in their water. 

They failed from Botany Bay on the 6th of May, 1770; at noon were on a harbour 
which they called Port Jackfon, and in the evening, near a bay, to which they gave 

the name of Broken Bay. . 

On Sunday the 13th, they faw the fmoke of many fires on a point ot land, which 

was therefore called Smoky Cape. As they proceeded northward from Botany Bay, 
the land appeared high and well covered with wood. On luddav morning, by the 
affiftance of their glafTes, they difcovered about a fcore of the Indians, each loaded 
with a bundle, which they imagined to be palm-leaves to thatch their ho tiles. At noon 
the captain difcovered a high point of land, which he called Cape Byron. 

They had, for fome days pafl, feen the fea-bivds, called boobies, none of which 
they had met with before ;.and which, from half an hour before fun-riling to half an 
hour after, were continually palling the fliip in large flights; from which it was 
coni eft ured, that there was a river or inlet of fhallow water to the fouthward, where 
they went to feed in the day, returning in the evening to fome illands to the northward. 

In honour of Captain Hervey, this bay was called Hervey’s Bay. 

The captain and Tupia, with a party, went on fliore the 23d. They landed a little 
within the point of a bay, which Jed into a large lagoon, by the Tides of which grows 
the true mangrove* as it alfb does on fome bogs and fwamps of fait water which they 
difcovered. There were many nefts of a lingular kind of ant, as green as grafs, 111 
the branches of thefe mangroves. When the branches were difturbed, they came 
forth in great numbers, and bit the difturber moll feverely. Thefe trees Iikewife af¬ 
forded flielter for immenfe numbers of green caterpillars ; their bodies were covered 
with hairs, which, on the touch, gave a pain fimilar to the fling of a nettle, but much- 
more acute. Thefe infers ranged themfelves fide by fide on the leaves, thirty or 
forty together, in a very regular manner. They faw, among the land banks, many 
birds larger than fwans, which they imagined were pelicans; and they Ihot a kind of 
buftard, which weighed feventeen pounds. This bird proved very delicate f°°dj anc ^ 
gave name to the place* which was called Buftard Bay. ihey Iikewife ibota duck of 
a moft beautiful plumage, with a white beak. Ihey found vaft numbers of oyfteis or 
various forts, and, among the refl, fome hammer oyfters of a curious kind. While 
the gentlemen were in the woods* feveral of the natives caroe down, and took a fur~ 
vey of the'fbip, and then departed. They failed the next morning, and on the day 
following were abreaft of a point, which lying immediately under the tropic, the cap¬ 
tain called Cape Capricorn, on the well fide of which they faw an amazing number 
of large birds refembling the pelican, fome of which were near five feet high. 

On the 27 th 3 in the morning they failed to the northward* and to the northernmoffc 
point of land the captain gave the name of Cape Manifold, from the number of high 
hills appearing above it. Between this cape and the fliore is a bay called Keppel’s Bay, 
and fome ifiands bearing the name of the fame gentleman. In this place the captain, 
intended to lay the fhip afhore and clean her bottom; and accordingly landed, in. 
fearch of a proper place for the purpofe. 

In this exenrfien Mtflrs. Banks and Solander attended Captain Cook. They found 
walking extremely incommodious, the ground being covered with grafs, the feeds of 
which were fharp, and bearded, fo that they were continually flicking in their clothes, 
whence they worked forwards to the fiefli, by means of the beard. They were like- 
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-wife tormented with the perpetual flinging of mufquitoes. In the interior parts of the 
country they found gum-trees, on the branches of which were white ants nells formed 
of clay, as big as a bufhel. On another tree they found black ants, which formed 
their lodging in the body of it, after they had eaten away the pith ; yet the trees were 
in a flourifhing condition. They found butterflies in fuch Incredible numbers, that 
whatever way they looked, many thoufands were to be feen in the air, -while every 
bough and twig was covered with multitudes. They likewife difcovered on dry ground, 
where it was fuppofed to have been left by the tide, a fifh about the fize 01 a minnow', 
having two flrong bread fins, with which it leaped away as nimbly as a frog; it did 
not appear to be weakened by being out of water, nor even to prefer that element to 
the land ; for when feen in the water it leaped on fliore, and purfoed its way. It was 
likewife remarked, that where there were fmall Hones projecting above the water, it 
chofe rather to leap from one ftone to another, than to fwim. Thex-e was no good 
water to be found here, therefore they did not lay the flxip afhore as they intended. 

•On Tuefday, they faw very large columns of ftnoke rifing from the low lands. This 
day they gave name to Cleveland Kay, the eafl point of which was called Cape Cleve¬ 
land, arid the weft Magnetical llle, becaufe the compafs did not traverfe well when 
they were near it. Hence they ranged northward along the fliore, towards a clufter 
of iflands, on one of which about forty men, women, and children were Handing 
together, and looking at the lhip with a curiofity never obferved among thefe people 
before. Here MefTrs. Banks and Solander went on fliore with the captain, whofe chief 
view was to procure water, which not being eafily to be got, they loon returned on 
board, and the next day arrived near Trinity Bay, which was fo called, becaufe it was 
difcovered on Trinity Sunday. 

As no accident remarkably unfortunate had befallen our adventurers, during a navi¬ 
gation of more than thirteen hundred miles, upon a coaft every where abounding with 
the mo ft dangerous rocks and fhoals, no name expreflive of diftrefs had hitherto been 
given to any cape or point of land which they had feen. But they now gave the name 
of Cape Tribulation to a point which they had juft difcovered, as they here became 
acquainted with misfortune. 

This cape is in 16 0 6 ' fouth latitude, and 214° 39' weft longitude. 

To avoid the danger of fome rocks they fliortened fail and kept {landing off from, 
fix o’clock in the evening till near nine, with a fine breeze and bright moon. Ihey 
had got from fourteen into twenty-one fathom water $ when fuddenly they fell into 
twelve, ten, and eight fathom, in a few minutes. Every man was inflantly ordered 
to his ftation, and they were on the point of anchoring, when, on a hidden, they had 
again deep water, fo that they thought all danger was at an end, concluding they had 
foiled over the tail of fome fhoals which they had feen in the evening. Ihey had 
twenty fathom and upwards before ten o’clock, and this depth continuing fome time, 
the gentlemen, who had hitherto been upon deck, retired to reft; but in lefs than an 
hour the water (hallowed at once from twenty to leventeen fathom, and before found¬ 
ings could be again taken, the fhip ftruck againft a rock, and remained fixed, but 
from the motion given her from the beating of the forge. Every one was inflantly on 
deck, with countenances fully expreflive of the agitation of their minds. As they knew 
they were not near the flxore, they concluded they had ftruck againft a rock ot coral, 
the points of which being fharp, and the furface 10 rough, as to grind away whatever, 
is rubbed againft it, though with a gentle motion, they hadreafon to dread the horror 
of their fituation! 


4 a 2 


The 


548 CAPTAIN COOK'S FIRST VOYAGE. 

The fails being taken in, and boats hoifted out to examine the depth of water, they 
found that the (hip had been carried over a ledge of the rock, and lay in a hollow 
within it. Finding that the water was deepeft aftern, they carried out the anchor from 
the ftarboard quarter, and applied their whole force to the cap Hern, in hopes to get 
the vefle! off, but in vain. She beat fo violently againft the rock, that the crew could 
fcarcely keep on their legs. The moon now flione bright, by the light of which they 
could fee the fiieathing boards float from the bottom of the veffel; till at length the 
falfe keel followed, lo that they expected inftant deftruction. Their bell chance of 
efcaping feemed now to be by lightening her; but as they had ftruck at high water, 
they would have been but in their prefent fituation, after the velfel fhould draw as 
mnch lefs water as the water had funk ; but their anxiety abated a little, on finding 
that the Chip fettled to the rocks as the tide ebbed. They, however, flattered them- 
felves that if the.fliip fhould keep together till next tide, they might have fome chance 
of floating her. They therefore inflantly ftarted the water in the hold, and pumped it 
up. The decayed ftores, oil-jars, calks, ballalt, fix of their guns, and other things, 
were thrown over-board, in order to get at the heavier articles; and in this bufinefs 
they were employed till day-break, during all which time it was obferved, that not an 
oath was fworn; fo much were the minds of the failors imprefled with a fenfe of their 
danger. 

At day-light they faw land at eight leagues diftance; but not a fingle ifland between 
them and the main, on which part of the crew might have been landed, while the boat 
went on fliore with the reft ; fo that the deftruftion of the greater part of them would 
have been inevitable, had the Ihip gone to pieces. It happened, however, that the wind 
died away to a dead calm before noon. As they expected high water at eleven o’clock, 
every thing was prepared to make another effort to free the Ihip; but the tide fell lb 
much fliore of that in the night, that ihe did not float by eighteen inches, though 
they had thrown overboard near fifty tons weight ; they now, therefore, renewed their 
toil, and threw overboard every thing that could be poiiibly fpared. As the tide fell, 
the water poured in fo rapidly, that they could fcarcely keep her free by the conftanl 
working of two pumps. Their only hope now depended on the midnight tide, and 
preparations were accordingly made for another effort to get the Ihip oft. The tide 
began to rife at five o’clock, when the leak likevvife increafed to fuch a degree, that 
two more pumps were manned; but only one of them would work; three, therefore, 
were kept going till nine o’clock, at which time the Ihip righted; but fo much water 
had been admitted by the leak, that they expected Ihe would fink as foon as the water 
Ihould bear her oft' the rock. Their fituation was now deplorable beyond defeription ; 
and the imagination mull paint what would baffle the powers of language to deferibe. 
They knew that when the fatal moment Ihould arrive, all authority would be at an end. 
The boats were incapable of conveying them all on fliore; and they dreaded a conteft 
for the preference, as more fliocking than the ihipwreck itfelf; yet it was confidered, 
that thofe who might be left on board, would eventually meet with a milder fate than 
thofe who, by gaining the fhore, would have no chance but to linger the remains of 
life among the rudeft favages in the univerfe, and in a country, where fire-arms would 
barely enable them to fupport a wretched exiftence. 

At twenty minutes after ten the fliip floated, and was heaved into deep water; when 
they were happy to find Ihe did not admit more water than Ihe had done before; yet 
as the leak had for a confiderable time gained on the pumps, there was now three feet 
nine inches water in the hold. By this time the men were fo worn by fatigue of mind 
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and body, that none of them could pump more than five or fix minutes at a time, and 
then threw themfelves, quite fpent, on the deck, amidft a ftream of water which came 
from the pumps. The fucceeding man being fatigued in his turn, threw him fell 
down in the fame manner, while the former jumped up and renewed his labour, thus 
mutually ftruggling for life, till the following accident had like to have given them up 
a prey to abfolute defpair. 

Between the infide lining of the fhip's bottom? which is called the ceiling? ana the 
outfide planking, there is a fpace of about feventeen or eighteen inches, 1 he man 
who had hitherto taken the depth of water at the well? had taken it no iarthei than 
the celling; but being now relieved by another perfon, who took the depth to the 
outfide planking? it appeared by this miftake? that the leak had fuddenly gained upon 
the pumps? the whole difference between the two plankings, Ihis circuraftance de¬ 
prived them of all hopes, and fcarce any one thought it worth while to labour for the 
longer prefervation of a life which muft fo foon have a period* But the miftake was 
foon difcovered; and the joy arifmg from fuch unexpected good news infpired the 
men with fo much vigour? that before eight o'clock in the morning they had pumped 
out confiderably more water than they had (hipped, They now talked confidently ot 
getting the (hip into fome harbour? and fet heartily to work to get in their anchors ; T 
one of which, and the cable of another? they loft ; but thefe were now confidered as 
trifles. Having a good breeze from the fea? they got under fail at eleven o'clock, and 
flood for the land* 

As they could not difcover the exact fkuation of the leak? they had no profpect of 
flopping it within fide of theveflel; but the following expedient? which one of the 
midfliipmen had formerly feen tried with fuccefs? was adopted* 'They took an old 
ftudding-fail? and having mixed a large quantity of oakum and wool? chopped fmall? 
it was (Inched down in handfuls on the fail? as lightly as poffibie ; the dung of their 
fheep and other filth being fpread over it* Thus prepared? the fail was hauled under 
the fhip by ropes? which kept it extended till it came under the leak? when the 
fuftion carried in the oakum and wool from the furface of the fail. This experiment 
fucceeded fo well? that ioftead of three pumps, the water was eafdv kept under 
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They hitherto had no further view than to run the ftiip into an harbour? and build a 
veffel from her materials? in which they might reach the Eaft Indies; but they now 
began to think of finding a proper place to repair her damage? and then to purfue their 
voyage on its original plan* At fix in the evening they anchored feven leagues from 
the fliore; and found that the fhip made fifteen inches water an hour during the night ? 
but as the pumps could clear this quantity? they were not uneafy. At nine in the 
morning they paffed two iflands? which were called Hope Iflands? becaule the reaching 
of them had been the objedt of their wifhes at the time of the fliip wreck* In the 
afternoon the mailer was font out with two boats to found? and fearch for a harbour 
where the fhip might be repaired. They anchored at fun-fet in four fathom? two miles 
from the fliore* One of the mates being out in the pinnace? returned at nine 
o'clock, reporting? that he had found juft fuch a harbour as was wanted? at the diftance 
of two leagues. 

At fix o'clock the next morning they failed? having previoufly fent two boats a-head? 
to he on the (hoals that they faw in their way. They foon anchored about a mile from 
the fliore? when the captain went out? and found the channel very narrow, but the 
harbour was better adapted to their prefent purpofe than any place they had feen in 
the whole courfe of their voyage* As it blew very frefh this day and the following 
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night, they could not venture to run into the harbour, but remained at anchor during 
the two fucceeding days, in the courfe of which they obferved four Indians on the hills, 
who flopped and made two fires* 

The men by this time began to be afflicted with the fcurvy, and their Indian friend, 
Tupia, was fo bad with it, that he had livid fpots on both his legs* Mr* Green, the 
aftronomcr, was likewife ill of the fame diforder; fo that their being detained from 
landing was every way difagreeable. The wind continued frefh till Sunday the 17th, 
but i hey then refolved to pufh in for the harbour, and twice run the fhip a-ground; 
the fecond time of which fhe ituck fall; on which they took the bottoms, fore-yards, 
and fore top-malls down, and made a raft on the fide of the fhip; and, as the tide 
happened to be rifing, fhe floated at one o^clock* She was now foon got into the 
harbour, where fhe was moored along the llde of a beach, and the anchors, cables, &c. 
immediately taken out of her* 

On Monday morning they erefled a tent for the fick, feveral of whom were brought 
on fhore as foon as it was ready for their reception* They likewife built a tent to 
hold the provifions and (lores, which were landed the fame day* The boat was now 
difpatehed in fearch of fifli for the refrefhment of the fick, but fhe returned without 
getting any.; but Tupia employed himfelf in angling, and living entirely on the 
produce of his hiduflry, recovered his health very faft. Mr* Banks, in an exeurfion 
up the country, faw the frames of feveral Indian houfes, which appeared to have been 
abandoned fome time : while the captain, having afcended one of the higheft hills, 
obferved the high land to be ftony and barren, and the low land near the river over-run 
with mangroves, among which the fait water flowed every tide. 

On Tuefday the captain ordered the fmith's forge to be fct up, and directed the 
armourer to prepare the neceffary iron work for the repair of the veffel. He likewife 
ordered out the officers ftores, water, &c* in order to lighten the fhip. This day 
Mr* Banks croffed the river to view the country, which was little elfe than fand-hilis* 
He faw vafl flocks of crows and pigeons, of the latter of which he fliot feveral, which 
were moil beautiful birds. On the day following, as they were removing the coals, 
the water rufhed in, near the foremafl, about three feet from the keel; fo that it was 
refolved to clear the hold entirely ; wherefore they to ok out all the coals, and the next 
day warped the fhip higher up the harbour, to a flation proper for laying her a-fhore in 
order to flop the leak* 

Early in the morning of the 2 2d the tide left the fhip, and they proceeded to 
examine the leak, when they found that the rocks had cut through four planks into 
the timbers, and that three other planks were damaged. In tliefe breaches not a 
fplinter was to be feen, the whole being fmooth, as if cut away by an inflrument; but 
the prefervation of the veffel was owing to a very Angular circumflance. One of the 
holes was large enough to have funk her, even with eight pumps conftamiy at work ; 
but this hole was in a great meafure flopped up by the fragment of the rock being left 
flicking in it. They likewife found fome pieces of oakum, wool, &c* which bad got 
between the timbers, and flopped many parts of the leak which had been left open by 
the ft one* Exclufive of the leak, great damage was done to various pares of the fhip *8 
bottom. 

While the fmiths were engaged in making nails and bolts, the carpenters began to 
work on the veffel ; and fome of the crew were fern acrofs the river to fhoot pigeons 
for the fick. Thefe people found a ftream of frefh water, difeovered many Indian 
houfes, and had fight of a mode-coloured animal, extremely fwift, and about the fi ze 
of a greyhound. On the 23d they faw plenty of fifh* but'cat died only three. This 
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day many of the crew faw the animal above-mentioned ; and one of the feamen de¬ 
clared he had feen the devil, which he defcribed in the following words: “ He was as 
large,” fays he, “ as a one-gallon keg, and very like it; he had horns and wings, yet 
he crept fo ffowly through the grafs, that if I had not been afiared, I might have 
touched him.” It appeared afterwards, that this poor fellow had feen a bat, which is 
almofl black, and as large as a partridge ; and his own apprehenfions had furnifhed his 
devil with horns. 

The captain and Mr. Banks faw the animal above-mentioned, which had a long tail' 
that it carried like a greyhound : it leaped like a deer, and the print of its foot refembled 
that of a goat. 

The veffel was now in a pofition which threw all the water abaft; arid Mr. Banks 
having removed his whole coUeilion of plants into the bread-room, they were this day 
found under water, by which fome of them were totally deftroyed; but, by great 
care, moft of them were reftored to a ftate of prefervation. 

On the 29th, the boat took as many fifli as allowed a pound and a half to each man. 
A midlhipman faw a wolf exactly refeinbling thofe of America. Mr. Gore alfo faw 
two ftraw-coloured animals, of the fixe of a hare, but fhaped like a dog. So much 
fifli was taken, that each man had two pounds and a half ; and plenty of greens were 
gathered, which being boiled with the peafe, their fare was deemed excellent. 

Cockles were - found by the matter fo large, that one of them was more than fuf- 
ficient for two men ; and like wife plenty of other ftiell-filh, of which he brought a 
fupply to the ftrip. This day they fucceeded in an attempt to float the fliip ; when they 
found that, by the pofition Ihe had lain in, file had fprung a plank, fo that it was again 
neceflary to lay her a {bore. An alligator fwara by the fliip feveral times this day. 

Mr. Banks and a party made an excurfion up a river, and on the 8th they faw feveral 
animals, one of which was judged to be a wolf. At night they made a fire, and took 
up their quarters on the banks of the river; but the night was rendered extremely 
difagreeable by the flings of the mufquitoes, which purfued them into the fmoke, and 
almoft into the fire. At break of day they fet out in fearch of game, and law four 
animals, two of which were chaced by Mr..Banks’s greyhound ; but they greatly out- 
ftripped him in fpeed, by leaping over the long thick grafs, which incommoded the dog 
in running. It was obferved of this animal, that he leaped or bounded forward on two- 
legs, inftead of running on four. 

The tide favouring their return, they loft no time in getting back to the fliip. The 
matter, who had been feven leagues at fea, returned foon after Mr. Banks, bringing 
with him three turtle, which he took with a boat-hook, and which together weighed near 
eight hundred pounds. 

In the morning four Indians, in a finall canoe, were within fight. They foon came 
quite alongfide the fliip; and having received prefents, landed where Tupia and a few 
failors were on fliore. They had each two lances, and a flick with which they throw 
them. Advancing towards theEnglifh, Tupia perfuaded them to lay down their arms, 
and fit by him, which they readily did. They ftaid with him till dinner-time, when he 
made figns of invitation ior them to go to the fliip and eat; but this they declined, and 
retired in their canoe. 

Ihefe men were of the common ftature, with very finall limbs ; their complexion 
a deep chocolate; their hair black, either lank or curled, but not of the wool kind. 

ihe vifit of three of thefe Indians was renewed the next morning, and they brought 
with them a fourth, whom they called Yaparico, w r ho appeared to be a perfon of fbme 
confequence. The bone of a bird, about fix inches long, was thruft through the griftle 
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of his nofe: and indeed all the inhabitants of this place had their nofes bored, for tile 
reception of fuch an ornament. Thefe people being quite naked, the captain gave one 
of them an old fhirt, which he bound round his head like a turban, inftead of ufing it 
to cover any part of his body. They fuddenly leaped into their canoe, aifd rowed off, 
from a jealoufy of fome of the gentlemen who were examining it. The canoe was 
about ten feet long, and calculated to hold four perfons; and when it was in fhallow 
water they moved it by means of poles. 

On the 14th, Mr. Gore fliot one of the moufe-coloured animals above-mentioned. 
It chanced to be a young one, weighing no more than thirty-eight pounds ; but when 
full grown they are as large as a fheep. The Ikin of this beaft, which is called 
kangaroo, is covered with fliort fur, and is of a dark moufe-colour ; the head and ears 
are foraewhat like thofe of a hare ; this animal was dreffed for dinner, and proved fine 
eating. 

The natives being now become familiar with the fhip’s crew, one of them was de- 
- fired to throw his lance, which he did with fuch dexterity and force, that though it 
was not above four feet from the ground at the high eft, it penetrated deeply into a tree 
at the diftance of fifty yards. The natives now went on board the fhip, and were well 
pleafed with their entertainment. On the 1 gth they faw feveral of the women, who, 
as well as the men, were quite naked. 'They were this day vifited by ten of the 
natives, who feemed refolved to have one of the turtle that was on board, which they 
repeatedly made figns for, and being as repeatedly refilled, they expreffed the utmoft 
rage and refentment; and one of them, in particular, having received a denial from 
Mr. Banks, he ftainped, and puffed him away in the moft violent manner. At 
length they laid hands on two of the turtles, and drew them to the fide of the ffip 
where the canoe lay j but the failors took them away. They made feveral fimilar 
attempts, but being equally unfuccefsful they leaped fuddenly into their canoe, and 
rowed off At this mil ant the captain, with Mr. Banks, and five or 1 fix feamen, went 
affore, where they arrived before the Indians, and where many of the crew were 
already employed. As foon as the Indians landed, one of them fnatched a fire-brand 
from under a pitch-kettle, and running to the wind ward of what effects were on ffore, 
fet fire to the dry grafs, which burnt rapidly, fcorched a pig to death, burnt part of the 
fmith’s forge, and would have deftroyed a tent of Mr. Banks’s, but that fome failors 
came from the ffip juft in time to get it out of the way of the flames. In the interim 
the Indians went to a place where the fiffing-nets lay, and a quantity of linen was laid 
out to dry, and there again, fet fire to the grafs, in fpite of all perfuafion, and even of 
threats. A muiket loaded with finall (hot was now fired, and one of them being 
wounded, they ran off This fecond fire was eafily extinguilhed, but the other burnt 
far into the woods. 

The natives continuing ftill in fight, a muiket charged with ball was fired near them; 
upon hearing which, they foon got out of fight; but their voices being foon heard in 
the woods, and feeming to come nearer, the captain, with a few of the men, went to 
meet them. When they were in fight of each other, both parties flopped, except an 
old Indian, who advanced before the reft a little way, but foon halted, and fpeaking a 
few words retreated to his brethren, and they all retired together. The Englilh having 
feized fome of their darts, followed them about a mile, and then fat down, the Indians 
fitting about an hundred yards from them. The old man again came forward, having 
in his hand a lance with a point. He Hopped and fpoke feveral times, on which the 
captain made figns of friendffip. The old Indian now turned to his companions, and 
having fpoken to them, they placed their lances again!! a tree, and came forward as in 
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friendflnp; whereupon their darts, which had been taken, were returned, and the 
whole quarrel feemed to be at an end. When Captain Cook got on board, he faw the 
woods burning at the diftance of two miles. 

The inafter having been fent to fearch for a paffage to the northward, returned with 
an account that he could not find any. By the night of the 20th, the fire had extended 
many milps round them on the hill's. On the 22d they killed a turtle, through both 
fhoulders of which ftuck a wooden harpoon, which the Indians had ftricken it with, 
and the wound was quite healed. The next day one of the feamen, who had ftrayed 
from his company, met with four Indians at dinner : he was alarmed at this unexpected 
meeting, but had prudence enough to conceal his apprehenfions, and fitting down by 
them, gave them his knife, which having all looked at, they returned. He would then 
have left them ; but they chofe to detain him, till, by feeling his hands and face, they 
were convinced he was made of flelh and blood like themfelves. They then difinifi’ed 
him, directing him the neareft way to the lhip. 

On the 26th, Mr. Banks catched a female animal, called the opoffom, with two 
young ones. 

Oil the 4th of Auguft they put to fea, the pinnace going a-head to keep founding, 
and at noon came to an anchor, when the captain gave the name of Cape Bedford to 
the northern moft point of land in fight, and that of Endeavour River to the harbour 
which they had quitted. 

The provifions they obtained while in this harbour confifted of turtle, which they 
went fome miles to fea to catch ; oyfters of three different forts, large cavalhe or 
fcomber, large mullets, fome flat fifh, a great number of fmall fcombri, and Ikate or 
ray-fifli; purflain, wild-beans, the tops of cocoas, and cabbage-pahns. Of quadrupeds 
there are goats, wolves, and pole-cats, and a fpotted animal of the viverra kind j and 
feveral kinds of ferpents, only fome of which are venomous. Dogs are the only tame 
animals. 

On the 4th, fuch a quantity of fifli was catched, as allowed a dividend of two pounds 
to each man. During the fix following days they ftruggled inceffantly to fail fafely 
paft the fhoals and breakers, by which they were every way fur rounded. O11 the loth 
they were between a head-land and three iflands, which had been difeovered on the 
preceding day, and began to conceive hopes that they were out of danger; but this 
not proving the cafe, the head-land received the name of Cape Flattery. 

After a converfation held among the officers, it was their concurrent opinion, that it 
would be beft to leave the coaft, and ftand out to fea; and in confequence of thefe 
fentiments, they failed on the 13th of Auguft, 1770, and got in an open fea, after 
having been furrounded by dreadful fhoals and rocks for near three months. They 
had now failed above a thoufand miles, during all which run they had been obliged to 
keep founding without the intermiffion of a Angle minute; a circumftance which, it 
is fuppofed, never happened to any fhip but the Endeavour. 

Having anchored on the 14th, they fleered a weflerly courfe on the following day to 
get fight of the land, that a paffage between that land and New Guinea might not be 
miffed, if there was any fuch paffage. They flood northward till midnight. When 
day-light came on they faw a dreadful furf break at a vaft height, within a mile of the 
fhip, towards which the rolling waves carried her with great rapidity. Thus diftreffed, 
the boats were fent ahead to tow, and the head of the veffel was brought about, but 
not till file was within one hundred yards of the rock, between which and her there 
was nothing left but the chafm, made by the iaft wave which had wafhed her fide, and 
vol. xi. 4 b which 
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which had rifenand broke to a wonderful height on the rock; but, in the moment they 
expedted inftant deftruction, a breeze, hardly difcernible, aided the boats in getting the 
veffei in an oblique direction from the rock. The hopes, however, afforded by this 
providential circum fiance, were deftroyed by a perfedt calm, which fucceeded in a few 
minutes; yet the breeze once more returned before they had loft the little ground 
which had been gained. 

At this time a fmali opening was feen in the reef, and a young officer being fent to 
examine it, found that its breadth did not much exceed the length of the fltip, but that 
there was fmooih water on the other fide of the rocks. Animated by the hope of 
preferving life, they now attempted to pafs the opening ; but this was impoffible; for 
it having become high water in the interim, the ebb tide rallied through it with 
amazing impetuofity, carrying the Ihip about a quarter of a mile from the reef, and 
file loon reached the diftance of two miles by the help of the boats. When the ebb 
tide was fpent, the tide of flood again drove the veffel very near the rocks j fc that 
their profpefl: of deftrudtion was renewed, when they difeovered another opening, and 
a light breeze fpringing up, they entered it, and were driven through it with a rapidity 
that prevented the ihip from ftriking againft either fide of the channel. The Ihip now 
came to an anchor, and her crew were grateful for having regained a ftation which 
they had been very lately moft anxious to quit. 

The name of Providential Channel was given to the opening through which the 
fliip had thus efcaped the moft imminent dangers. A high promontory on the main 
land in fight was denominated Cape Weymouth, and a bay near it Weymouth Bay. 
This day the boats went out to fifh, and met with great fuccels, particularly in catching 
cockles ; foine of which were of fuch an amazing fize, as to require the ftrength of 
two men to move them. Mr. Banks likewife fucceeded in his fearch for rare /hells, 
and different kinds of coral. 

On the 21 ft feveral ifiands were difeovered, which were called York Hies. In the 
afternoon they anchored between fome ifiands, and obferved that the channel now 
began to grow wider. They obferved two diftant points, between which no land could 
be feen; fo that the hope of having at length explored a paffage into the Indian Sea 
began to animate every breaft. 

The captain and his company now afeended a hill upon one of thefe ifiands, from 
whence they had a view of near forty miles, in which fpace there was nothing that 
threatened to oppofe their paffage; fo that the certainty of a channel feemed to be 
almoft afeertained. Previous to their leaving the illand. Captain Cook difplayed the 
Englilh colours, and took poffeffion of all the eaftern coaft of the country, from the 
thirty-eighth degree of fouth latitude, to the prefent ipot, by the name of New South 
Wales, for his Sovereign the King of Great Britain; and the place received the name 
of Poffeffion Ifland. 

They were now advanced to the northern extremity of New Holland, and had the 
fatisfadtion of viewing the open feato the weft ward. The north-eaft entrance of the 
paffage is formed by the main land of New Holland, and by a number of ifiands, 
which took the name of the Prince of Wales’s Ifiands, and which Captain Cook 
imagines may reach to New Guinea. To the paffage which they had failed through. 
Captain Cook gave the name of Endeavour Streights. 

New South Wales is a much larger country than any hitherto known, which is not 
deemed a continent, being larger than all Europe ; which is proved by the Endeavour 
having coafted more than two thoufand miles, even if her tradt was reduced to a ftraight 
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line. To the northward the grafs is not fo rich, nor the trees fo high as in the fouthern 
'parts; and alraoft every where, even the largeft trees grow at a diftance of not lefs 
than thirteen yards afunder. 

Befides the"quadrupeds already mentioned, there is one, the belly of which is totally 
white, and the back brown, with white fpots; it is much like a polecat, and the Indians 
call it quoll. There are vaft numbers of beautiful pigeons, many of which were ihot 
by the Teamen; and the other land-birds are eagles, hawks, cranes, herons, buftards, 
crows, quails, doves, parrots, parroquets, cockatoos, and fome other birds of very 
elegant plumage. 

The infers are few in number, among which the mufquito and the ant are the chief. 
The ants are of four kinds. The firfl are perfe&Iy green, and live on trees, in which 
they build curious nefls, by bending down the leaves, and gluing them together with 
an animal juice; thoufauds of them joined to keep the leaf in its proper polition, while 
many others were employed in the gluing them. Being diflurbed in their work, the 
leaves, which are four or five inches in breadth, flew back with a force which was 
thought much fuperior to the united ftrength of thefe infedts. Thofe who dillurbed 
them paid for their curiofity, by being flung in a very fevere manner. 

The fecond kind of ants are quite black, and live in the infide of the branches of 
trees, after they have worked out the pith. Some of the branches being gathered, 
millions of thefe animals iflued from every broken twig. 

The third fort took up their lodging in the root of a plant that twines round the 
trunk of other trees. This root, which they hollowed for their purpofe, was cut into 
great numbers of palfages which ran acrofs each other; yet the plant appeared not to 
have been injured. Thefe were not more than half the fize of the red ant of this 
country; but, upon being difturbed, they crawled over the body in thoufands, and put 
their difhirbers to the pain arifing from exquifite tickling. 

The fourth kind were like the white ants of the Eaft Indies; and had one fort of 
nefts as big as a half-peck loaf, hanging from the boughs of the trees, and compofed 
of feveral minute parts of vegetables, lluck together by a glutinous matter, fuppofed 
to have been fupplied from their own bodies. The cells had a communication with 
each other, and had openings which led to other nefls on the fame tree; they 
had likewife a hollow covered paflage to another nefl on the ground, at the root of a 
different tree from that on which the former nefl was fufpended. The ground nefts 
are fix feet in height, and almoft as much in breadth; the outfide being plaftered with 
clay of near two inches in thicknefs. Thefe have a fubterraneous paflage to the roots 
of the trees near which they ftand; whence the ants afcend, by covered ways, up the 
trunk and branches. As thefe ground-built houfes are proof againfl the invafion of 
the rain, it is fuppofed that the ants retire to them during the wet feafon. 

The feas abound with delicate green turtle, befides thofe enormous cockles 
which have been already mentioned. Alligators are found in the rivers and fait 
creeks. 

The men are well made, of the middle fize, and adtive in a high degree; but their 
voices are foft, even to effeminacy. Their colour is the chocolate; but they were fo 
covered with dirt, as to look almoft as black as negroes. 

The chief ornament of thefe people is the bone that is tln*uft through the nofe, 
which the failors whimfically termed their fpritfail-yard. Some few of them had an 
ornament of fliells hanging acrofs the breafl. Befides thefe ornaments, they painted 
their bodies and limbs white and red, in ftripes of different dimenfions; and they had 
a circle of white round each eye, and fpots of it on the face. 

4 B ?. 
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Their huts were built with fraall rods, the two ends of which were fixed into the 
ground, fo as to form the figure of an oven; they are covered with pieces of bark 
and palm-leaves. The door of this building, which is only high enough to fit upright 
in, is oppofite to the fire-place: they fleep with their heels turned up towards their 
heads, and even in this pofture the hut will not hold more than four people. 

They were frequently obferved with the leaves of a tree in their mouths, but whe¬ 
ther it had the qualities either of tobacco or betle could not be known ; but it was 
obferved not to difcolour the teeth or-lips. 

They produce fire, and extend the flames in a very Angular manner; they reduce 
one end of a flick into an obtufe point, they place this point upon a piece of dry wood, 
and turning the upright flick very faft backward and forward between their hands, 
the fire is foon produced: nor is it increafed with lefs celerity :—One of the natives 
was frequently obferved to run along the fea-coaft, leaving fire in various places. 
Thefe fires were fuppofed to be intended for the taking of the kanguroo, as that ani¬ 
mal was fo very fliy of fire, that when forced by the dogs, it would not crofs places 
which had been newly burnt, even when the fire was extinguilhed. 

The points of their lances are fometimes made of fifh-bones, and fometimes of a 
hard heavy wood; they are barbed with other pieces of wood or bone, fo that when 
they have entered any depth into the body, they cannot be drawn out without tearing 
the flelh in a Jhocking manner, or leaving fplinters behind them. 

In the northern parts of this coaft, the canoes are formed by hollowing out the trunk 
of a tree; and it was conjectured, (hat this operation inuft have been performed by 
fire, as the natives did not appear to have any inftrument proper for the purpofe. The 
canoes are in length about fourteen feet, and fo narrow that they would be frequently 
overlet, but that they are provided with an outrigger. The natives row them with 
paddles, ufing both hands in that employment. 

1 hat the natives of this country fometimes wage war with each other is evident 
from their being poffefled of weapons; yet not a Angle wound was feen on any of 
their bodies. 

We ihall now proceed to give an account of their pafiage from New South Wales 
to New Guinea, with a recital of the incidents which happened on their landing on the 
laft mentioned country. 

Early in the morning of the 24th of Augiift 1770, the cable broke near the ring, 
in the attempt to weigh the anchor; on which another anchor was dropped, which 
prevented the fhip driving. Determined, however, not to lol'e the anchor, they reco¬ 
vered it the next morning. 

Soon after the anchor was weighed, the {hip got under fail, fleering north-wefl, 
and in a few hours one of the boats which was a-head made the fignal for Ihoal-water. 
Ihe Ihip inftantly brought to, with all her fails Handing. It was now found that file 
had met with another narrow efcape, as fhe was almoft encompafled with flioais; and 
was likewife fo fituated between them, that fhe mull have ftruck before the boat’s 
crew had made the fignal, if fhe had been half the length of a cable on either 
fide. In the afternoon fhe made fail with the ebb tide, and got out of danger before 
fun-fet. 

Next morning, the 28th, they purfued their voyage again, fleering due north. 

Ihe Ihip now held this courfe, barely within fight of land, till the 3d of Septem- 
her; and as the water was but juft deep enough to navigate the vefiel, many unfuc- 
cefsful attempts were made to bring her near enough to get on fliore: it was therefore 
determined to land in one. of the boats, while the Ihip kept plying off and on. 
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In confequence of this refolution, on the 3d of September, the captain, accompanied 
by Meflrs, Banks and Solander, and attended by the boat’s crew and Mr. Banks’s 
fervant, fet out in the pinnace; but when they came within two hundred yards of the 
fhore, the water was Jo Jliallow, that they were obliged to leave the boat to the care 
of two of the failors, and wade to land* They were no fooner clear of the water, 
than they faw feveral prints of human feet on the fand, below high water mark, 
whence it was evident that the natives had been very lately there* 

Our adventurers were now near a quarter of a mile from the pinnace, when three 
of the natives ran out of the woods, about one hundred yards beyond them, fhouting 
in the moft violent manner. They inftantly ran towards our countrymen, the firft of 
the three throwing fomething out of his hand, which dew on one fide of him, burning 
in (he fame manner as gunpowder, but' making no nolle, while the other two threw 
their lances. The Englifii now fired; when the natives flopped, and cart another 
lance, on which the mufquets were loaded with ball and again fired. The poor 
Indians now ran off with expedition, having moft probably been wounded in the 
unequal conflict. Captain Cook and his companions, unwilling farther to injure thofe 
who could not originally have intended them any harm, retreated haftily to the boat, 
which having reached, they rowed abreaft of the natives, who by this time were affem- 
bled to the number of about eighty* Their flature was nearly the fame with that of 
the inhabitants of New South Wales, but their colour not quite fo dark* During the 
furvey that was taken of them, they continued letting off their fires, a few at a time, 
in a kind of regular platoons; they were difcharged by means of a piece of flick, 
almoft like a hollow cane, which being fwung fideways, produced fire and fmoke ex¬ 
actly like that occafioned by the firing of final! arms. The crew on board the fliip 
faw this ftrange phenomenon, and thought the natives had fire-arms. The gentlemen 
having fatisfied their curiofity, by attentively looking at thefe people, fired forne 
mufquets above their heads, the balls from which being heard to rattle among the 
trees, the natives deliberately retired. The lances which had been thrown foon after 
the gentlemen landed, were made of a reed, or bamboo cane, and the points were 
made of hard wood, barbed in feveral places ; it is imagined, that thefe lances were 
difcharged by means of a throwing-flick, as they flew with great fwiftnefs above fixty 
yards* 

The whole coaft of this country is low land, but clothed with a richnefs of trees 
and herbage which exceeds all defcription. The cocoa-nut trees were alio very 
numerous. 

On the evening of the gth, they faw what had the appearance of land. The fliip 
Hood off and on during the night, when a number of fires were feen upon the ifland, 
and the next morning fmoke was feen in feveral places, whence it was conjectured 
that the place was well peopled. 

O11 the 16th, they had fight of the little ifland called Rotte ; and the fame day faw 
the ifland Semau* 

At ten o’clock this night a dull reddifh light was feen in the air. This phenomenon, 
which reached about ten degrees above the horizon, bore a confiderable refemblance 
to the Aurora Borealis, only that the rays of light which it emitted had no tremulous 
motion. It was furveyed for two hours, during which time its brightnefs continued 
undiminiftied. 

As the fhip was now clear of all the iflands which had been laid down in fuch maps 
as were on board, they made fail during the night, and were furprifed the next morn¬ 
ing at the fight of an ifland to the weftdbuth-weft, which they flattered themfelves was 
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a new difcovery. Before noon they had fight of houfes, groYfflof 
and Jarge Socks of flieep. This was a welcome fight to people whofe hralth was de 
dining for want of refitments. The fecond lientenant was unmettaely dtfptthed 
in the- pinnace, in fearch of a landing-place ; and he took wnh h ™ f"J h * m S s “ 
was thought might be acceptable to the natives : Dr. Solander went with him. 

Two horfemen were feen from the fliip, one of whom had aplaced-baton,was 
d refled in a coat and waiftcoat of the fafhbn of Europe fhefe men rode Jouon 
fhore, taking little notice of the boat, but regarding the Ihtp with the utmolt attenton. 
As foon as the boat reached the fhore, fome other perfons on ^tock,jnd many on 
foot, flattened to the fpot, and it wasobferved that fome a>coa-nuts were put int 
boat, from whence it was concluded that a traffick had commenced the natives. 
A fignal being made from the boat that the fliip might anchor m a bay at fome diftance, 

fhe immediately bore away for it. , , ,, „„ 

When the lieutenant came on board, he reported that he could not purchafe any 
cocoa-nuts, as the owner of them was abfent, and that what he had brought w 
given him i in return for which he had prefented the natives with fome linen. The 
method by which he learnt that there was a harbour in the neighbourhood, was by the 
natives drawing a kind of rude map on the fand, in which the harbour and a town 
near it were reprefented; it was likewife hinted to him that fruit fowls hogs, and 
flieep, might be there obtained in great abundance. He [aw feveral of the principal 
inhabitants of the ifland, who wore chains of gold about their necks, and were drefied 
in fine linen. When the boat's crew were on the point of returning to the lhip, the 
gentleman who had been feen on horfeback in the drefs of Europe came down to he 
beach; but the lieutenant did not think it proper to hold a conference with him, be- 
caufe he had left his commiffion on board the fliip. , , . 

In the evening, when the fliip had entered the bay to'which they had been recom¬ 
mended, an Indian town was feen at a fmall diftance, upon which a jack was hoifted 
on the fore-top-maft-head. Prefently afterwards three guns were fired, and Dutch 
colours were hoifted in the town. The fliip, however, held on her way, and came to 

an anchor at feven in the evening. . . . _ 

The colours being feen hoifted on the beech the next morning, t t. cap am co _ 
eluded that the Dutch had a fettlement on the ifland; he therefore difpatched the 
fecond lieutenant to mention what neceflhries they were in want of. 

He was conducted to the Raja, or King of the ifland, to whom, by means of a 
Portuguefe interpreter, he mafle known his bufinefs. lhe Raja faid, he was ready 
to fupply the fliip with the neceffary refrelhments ; but that he could not trade with 
any other people but the Dutch, with whom he was in alliance, without having hrlt 
obtained their confent; but that he would make application to the Dutch agent, who 
was the only white man among them. This agent, whofe name was Lange, behaved 
politely to the lieutenant, and told him he might buy what he thought proper ot the 

inhabitants of the ifland. , 

Immediately after, the Raja and Mr. Lange Intimated their wilhes to go on board 
the fhip, and that two of the boat’s crew might be left as hoftages for their fare return ; 
the lieutenant gratified both thefe requefts, and took .them on board juft before dinner 
was ferved. It was thought that they would have fat down without ceremony; but, 
after fome hefitation, the Raja intimated his doubts, whether, being a black, they 
would permit him to fit down with them. The politenefs of the officers foon removed 
h!s fcruples, and the greateft good humour and feftivity prevailed among them* As 
Dr. Solander, and another gentleman on board, were tolerable proficients in Dutch^ 
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they a£ted as interpreters between Mr. Lange and the officers, while forne of the failors, 
who uuderftood Porluguefe, converfed with fuch of the Raja’s attendants as fpoke that 
language. The chief part of the dinner was mutton, which the Raja having tailed, 
he begged an Englilh Iheep, and the only one which they had left was given him. He 
then alked for a dog, and Mr. Banks gave him his greyhound ; and a fpying-glafs was 
preiented to him, on Mr. Lange’s intimating that it would be acceptable. 

The vifitors now told Captain Cook, that there was great plenty of fowls, hogs, 
fheep and buffaloes on the ifland, numbers of which lhould be conveyed to the fea 
Ihore on the following day, that he might purchafe what was neeeffary for the recovery 
of the lick, and for lea-ftores. This welcome news gave great fpirits to the company, 
and the bottle went fo brilkly round, that Mr. Lange and his companions became almolt 
intoxicated. They had, however, the refolution to exprefs a delire to depart, before 
they were quite drunk. Meffrs. Solander and Banks went alhore with the vifitors, 
who were faluted at their departure with nine guns, which they returned with three 
cheers. 

On the following day the captain, attended by feveral gentlemen, went on Ihore to 
return the Raja’s vifit; but their principal intention was, to buy the refrelhments which 
had been mentioned the preceding day. When they landed, they were chagrined 
to find that the cattle had not been driven down to the beach. They went on to the 
town. 

The Raja was at the houfe of affembly, furrounded by many of his principal fub- 
jedts; and Mr. Lange alfo attended. Captain Cook having informed them that he 
had loaded his boat with goods, which he wifhed to exchange for neeeffary refrelh¬ 
ments, per million was given to land his efFedts. The Captain now endeavoured to 
make an agreement for the hogs, Iheep, and. buffaloes, which were to be paid for in 
calh; but this bufinefs was no fooner hinted at than Mr. Lange took his leave, having 
firll told the captain that he mu ft make his agreement with the natives; and adding, 
that he had received a letter from the Governor of Goneordia, in Timor, the contents 
of which lhould be difclofed at his return. 

They were invited to dine with the Raja, but he did not partake of the entertain¬ 
ment, as it was not cuftomary here to fit down with their guefts. They began their 
dinner, which confifted of pork and rice, very excellent of their kinds, ferved up in 
thirty-fix dilhes, and three earthen bowls, filled with a kind of broth, in which the 
pork had been boiled. The ipoons were formed of leaves, but were fo filial!, that the 
hunger of the guefts would fcarcely allow them patience to ufe them. 

When dinner was ended, the captain invited the Raja to drink wine with him j but 
this he declined, faying, that the man who entertained company lhould never get drunk 
with his guefts. 

When the bottle had circulated fome time. Captain Cook began to enquire after the 
cattle that were promifed to be driven down to the beach j when Mr. Lange informed 
him, that in the letter which he had received from the Governor of Concordia, in- 
ftructions were given, that if the fhip lhould touch at the ifland, and be in want of 
provifions, lhe lhould be fupplied ; but that he was not to permit her to remain longer 
than was abfolutely neeeffary. That no prefents were to be made to the natives of 
low rank, nor even left with their fuperiors to be divided among them after the fhip 
had failed ; but, he added, that any trifling civilities received from the Indians, might 
be acknowledged by a prefent of beads, or any other articles of fmall value. It is a 
very probable conjecture, that the whole of this ftory was of Mr. Lange’s own manu¬ 
facture. 
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failure, and folely calculated to draw all the prefents of any value into his own 
^ pocket* 

Soon after this the captain was informed, that fome ffieep had been driven down to 
the beach ; but had been conveyed away before the men could get money from the 
ffitp to pay for them, and that not a Angle hog or buflaloe had been driven down $ but 
that a fmall nurner of fowls, and a quantity of the palm-fyrup had been bought. 

Heartily vexed to be thus difappointed of the chief articles Which were wanted, the 
captain remonflrated with Mr, Lange, who told him, that if he and his officers had gone 
to the fpot, they might have purchafed any thing they pleafed \ but that the Indians 
imagined the feamen would impofe on them with counterfeit money. 

This ftory was no more credited than the former ; but not to lofe more time in a 
cafe of fuch urgency, the captain inftantly repaired to the beach ; but there were no 
cattle £0 be bought. During his abfence, Lange informed Mr* Banks that the Indians 
were offended, that the feamen had not offered gold for what they had to fell, and that 
no other metal would purchafe their commodities ; but Mr* Banks, difdaining to hold 
farther converfation with a man who had been guilty of fuch repeated fubterfuges, left 
him abruptly. 

On the 20th the captain and Dr. Solander went again on ffiore, and while the latter 
proceeded to the town in fearch of Lange, the captain ftaid on the beach, with a view 
to buy cattle. At this place was an old man, who had been diftinguiffied by the name 
of prime minifter, becaufe he appeared to be inverted with confiderable authority ; and 
the captain now prefented him with a fpying-glafs, in order to make a friend of him* 
At prefent there was nothing brought for falc but a fmall buffaloe, for which five gui¬ 
neas were demanded. Though the captain knew that this was double its value, yet 
he bid three guineas, as he was wailing to begin dealing at any rate- Theperfon who 
had it to fell faid, he could not take the money rill the Raja had been informed what 
was offered ; on which a man was fent to him, who foon came back with a meffage, 
that five guineas would be the loweft price : this the captain refufed to give $ on which 
a fecond meffenger was difpatched, who flaying a long time, Captain Cook was 
anxiouily expecting his return, when he faw Dr. Solander coming towards the beach, 
efcorted by more than a hundred perfons, fome of whom had lances in their hands, and 
the reft were armed with mufquets. When the doftor arrived at the marketing place, 
he informed the captain, that Lange had interpreted to him a meffage from the Raja, 
the fubftance of which was, that the natives were averfe to ail traffick with the Englifti, 
becaufe they would not give above half the real worth of the things which were offered 
for fale ; and that all trading whatever ffiould be prohibited after that day. 

A native of Timor, whofe parents were Portuguefe, came down with this party, and 
delivered to the captain what was pretended to be the order of the Raja, and which 
was in iubftance the fame as Lange had told Dr. Solander - 5 but it was afterwards dif- 
covered, that this man was a confederate of Lange's, in the fcheme of extortion. The 
Engliffi gentlemen had at the fame time no doubt but that the luppofed order of the 
Raja was a contrivance of thefe men \ and while they were debating how they ffiould aft 
in this critical conjuncture, anxious to bring the affair to a fpeedy iffue, the Portuguefe 
began to drive away fuch of the natives as had brought palm-fyrup and fowls to fell, 
and others who were now bringing ffieep and buffaloes to the market. 

Juft at this junfture Captain Cook happening to look at the old man who had been 
diftinguiffied by the name of prime-minifter, imagined that he faw in his features a 
disapprobation of the prefent proceedings 5 and willing to improve the advantage, he 

grafped 


CAPTAIN COOK’S FIRST VOYAGE. 


56r 

grafped the Indian’s hand, and gave him an old broad fword. This well-timed prerent 
produced all the good effects that could be wilhed ; the prime minillerwas enraptured 
at fo iionourable a mark of diftinction, and, brandilhing his fword over the head of 
the impertinent Pprtuguefe, he made both him, and a man who commanded the party, 
fit down behind him on the ground. The whole bufinefs was now accoraplilhed; the 
natives, eager to fupply whatever was wanted, brought their cattle in for fale, and the 
market was foon Hocked. For the firft two buffaloes Captain Cook gave ten guineas; 
but he afterwards purchafed them by way of exchange, giving a mufquet for each; 
and at this rate he might have bought any number he thought proper. There feems 
to be no doubt but that Lange had a profit out of the firft two that were fold, and that 
his reafon for having faid that the natives would take nothing but gold for their cattle, 
was, that he might the more eafily lhare in the produce. Captain Cook purchafed of 
the natives of this ifland fome hundred gallons of palm-fyrup, a fmall quantity of gar- 
lick, a large number of eggs, fome limes, and cocoa-nuts, thirty dozen of fowls, three 
hogs, fix flieep, and nine buffaloes. 

Having at length obtained thefe neceffary refrefliments, Captain Cook prepared for 
failing from this place. 

This ifiand is called Savu; it is fituated in io 0 35' fouth latitude, and 237 0 30' 
weft longiyjde, and has hitherto been very little known, or very imperfectly delcribed. 
Its length is between twenty and thirty miles; but its breadth could not be afcertamed. 
At the time the Endeavour lay there it was near the end of the dry feafon, when it had 
not rained for almoft feven months, nor was there a running ftream of frefli water to 
be feen, and the natives were fupplied only by fmall fprings, fituated at a diftance up 
the country. The rains in this country ceafe in March or April, and fall again in 
Oflober or November: and thefe rains produce abundance of indico, millet, and 
maize, which grow beneath the nobleft trees in the univerfe. 

Befides thefe articles, the ifland produces tobacco, cotton, betle, tamarinds, limes, 
oranges, mangoes, rice. Guinea-corn, callevances, and water-melons. A trifling 
quantity of cinnamon was feen, and fome European herbs, fuch as garlic, fennel, 
celery and marjoram ; befides which, there are fruits of various kinds, and particularly 
the blimbiy which has a fliarp tafte, and is faid to be a fine pickle, but it is not 
eaten raw. 

Several buffaloes were feen on this ifland, which were almoft as large as an ox: 
and from a pair of enormous horns of this animal which Mr. Banks faw, it was con¬ 
jectured, that fome of them were much larger; yet they did not weigh more than half 
as much as an ox of the fame apparent fize, having loft the greater part of their.flefli 
through the late dry weather; the meat, however, was juicy, and of a delicate flavour. 
The horns of thefe animals bend backwards, they have no dewlaps, nor fcarce any hair 
on their fkins, and their ears are remarkably large. The other tame animals on the 
ifland are dogs, cats, pigeons, fowls, hogs, goats, flieep, affes and horfes. 

Few of the horfes are above twelve hands high, yet they are full of mettle, and pace 
naturally in an expeditious manner; the natives ride them with a halter only. The 
flieep are not unlike a goat, and are therefore called cabritos. The fea-coaft furnilhes 
the inhabitants with turtle, but not in any great abundance. 

1 he natives of the ifland of Savu are rather below the middle ftature ; their hair is 
black and ftraight, and perfons of all ranks, as well thofe that are expofed to the 
weather, as thofe that are not, have one general complexion, which is dark brown. 
1 ne men are well formed and fprightly, and their features differ much from each 
other: the women, on the contrary, have all one fet of features, and are very Ihort and 
broad built. 
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The men have fitver pincers hanging by firings round their necks, with which they 
pluck out the hair of their beards; and both men and women root out the hair that 
grows under the arms. 

The drefs of the men confifts of two pieces of cotton cloth, one of which is bound 
round the middle, and the lower edge of it being drawn pretty tight between the legs, 
the upper edge is left loofe, fo as to form a kind of a pocket, in which they carry their 
knives and other things: the other piece being paffed under the former, on the back 
of the wearer, the ends of it are carried over the fhoulders, and tucked into the pocket 
before. The women draw the upper edge of the piece round the waifl tight, while 
the lower edge, dropping to the knees makes a kind of a petticoat: the other piece 
of cloth is faflened acrofs the bread:, and under the arms. This cloth, which is 
manufactured by the natives, is dyed blue while in the yam; and, as it is of various 
fhades, its look when it comes to be worn is very beautiful. 

The ornaments of the natives of Savu are very numerous, and confilt of rings, 
beads worn round the neck and on the wrifts, and chains of plaited gold wire, 
likewife hung round the neck: thefe things were worn by both fexes; but the 
women had alfo girdles of beads round their waifl, which helped to keep up the 
petticoat. 

The houfes on the ifland of Savu are of different lengths, from twenty feet to four 
hundred, according to the rank of the inhabitant, and are fixed on ports about four or 
five feet from the ground. The houfes are generally divided into three rooms of 
equal fize, the centre room being fet apart for the ufe of the women; and fometimes 
fmaller rooms are enclofed from the Tides of the building, the whole of which is thatched 
with the leaves of the palm-tree. 

The natives eat of all the tame animals which the ifland produces, but they prefer 
the hog to all the reft; next to the hog’s flefh they admire that of the horfe, to which 
fucceeds the buffalo, and then the poultry j and they like the flefh of cats and dogs 
much better than that of goats and flieep. They feldom eat fifh. 

The fan-palm is the moil remarkable, and moft ufeful tree that grows on the ifland, 
its ufes being equally great and various. Soon after the buds put forth, the natives cut 
them, and tying under them little bafkets, formed of the leaves of the tree, a liquor 
drops into them, which has the talle of a light wine, and is the common liquor of all 
the inhabitants. The leaves of the tree are applied to the various ufes of making 
tobacco-pipes, umbrellas, cups, bafkets, and the thatching of houfes. The fruit is 
nearly the fize of a full grown turnip; but the natives are not fond of it. 

The ifland confifts of five divifions, each of which has a raja, or chief governor of 
its own. Thefe divifions are calledTimo, Maffara, Regeeua, Laai and Seba. It was 
on this lafl divifion that our Englifh adventurers went on ihore; the raja of which 
was between thirty and forty years of age, and remarkable for his corpulency. He 
governs his people with the moft abfolute authority, but takes on him very little of the 
parade or pomp of royalty. 

The natives are fo expert in the ufe of their lances, that they will throw them with 
fuch force and exaCtnefs, as to pierce a man through the heart at the diflance of fixty 
or feventy yards. 

The inhabitants of Savu are divided into five ranks; the rajas, the land-owners, 
manufacturers, labourers, and flaves. The land-owners are refpe&ed in proportion 
to the extent of their lands, and the number of their flaves, which lafl: are bought and 
fold with the eftates to which they belong ; but when a Have is bought feparately, a 
fat hog is the price of the purenafe. Though a man may fell his flave in this manner, 
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or convey him with his lands, yet his power over him extends no farther, for he mult 
not even ftrike him without the raja’s permiflion. 

The natives in general are robuft and healthy, and had the appearance of being 
long-lived. The fniall-pox has found its way to this ifland, and is as much dreaded as 
the peftitence. When this diforder attacks any perfon, he is carried to fome fpot at a 
great diflance from any houfe, where his food is conveyed to him by means of a long 
Hick, for no one will venture very near the invalid, who is thus left to take his chance 
of life or death. 

The ifland of Savu having been vifited by the Portuguefe almofl: at their firft failing 
into this part of the world, they eftablilhed a fettlement upon it; but in a little time they 
were fucceeded by the Dutch, who, though they did not formally poffefs themfelves of the 
illand, fent a number of trading veffels to eftablilh a treaty of commerce with the natives. 
The principal obje£t of this treaty is, that the rajas Ihould furnilh the Dutch, for the 
confuniption of their fpice iflands, with rice, maize, &c. annually, and they are to 
return the value in arrack, cutlery wares, linen, and filk. In this agreement the 
rajas ftipulated, that a Dutch refident Ihould be conftantly on the illand, to obferve 
that their part of the contract was fulfilled. 

As foon as this was accomplifhed, they fent Mr. Lange to act as their refident. 
Once every two months he is attended by fifty Haves on horfeback, and in this Hate 
vifits each of the rajas. He conftantly takes with him a quantity of arrack, by the 
help of which he does not fail of making advantageous bargains with the rajas. 

Lange had been on this ifland ten years, during all which time he had not feen a 
white perfon, except tbofe who came annually in the Dutch lhip to carry off the rice. 
He is married to an Indian woman, a native of the ifland of Timor, and he lives in the 
fame manner as the inhabitants 9I Savu, whofe language he fpeaks better than any 
other j like them too he fits on the ground and chews betle, and has fo perfectly 
adopted their manners, that he is an abfohite Indian, except in drefs and complexion. 

The morality of thefe people is of the pureft kind. A robbery is fcarce ever com¬ 
mitted, and a murder is never perpetrated. When any difputes arife between the 
natives, they inftantly fubinit the point in debate to the decifion of the raja, and reft 
perfe&ly fatisfied with his determination. No man is permitted to marry more than 
one wife; yet a violation of the marriage bed, or even the crime of fimple fornication, 
is almofl; wholly unknown among them. 

Of the Iflands in the neighbourhood of Savu, the principal is Timor, which is 
annually vifited by the Dutch refidents on the other iflands, in order to make up their 
accounts. 

A French fhip was wrecked on the coafl of Timor, about two years before the Endea¬ 
vour was in thefe feas. She had been lodged on the rock feveral days, when the wind 
tore her to pieces in an inftant, and the captain, with the greater number of the feamen, 
were drowned; but a lieutenant, and about eighty men reached the fhore, where their 
immediate neceffities were relieved, after which they returned to the wreck, in com¬ 
pany with fome Dutch and Indians, who alfifted them in recovering all their chefts 
of bullion, fome of their guns and other effects, which being done, they returned, 
where they remained feveral weeks; but in this interval, death made fuch havock 
among them, that not above half their number remained to be fent to their native 
country. 

The Endeavour failed from the ifland of Savu on the 2ill of September, 1770, and 
bent her courfe weftward. 
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AN ABSTRACT OT CAPTAIN COOK'S SECOND VOYAGE. 

Begun in i£7:* andjkujhed in 17/j- 

V ERY foon after the captain's return from his enterprize in the Endeavour, (an 
account of which the reader has, it is fuppofed, juft read) it was determined to 
fend two fhips to complete the difcovery in the fouthern hemifphere; and for this 
purpofe two veffels of a particular conftru&ion were purchafed of Captain Hammond, 
of Hull: the Iargeft was 462 tons, fhe was named the Refolution ; the other was 33 6 
tons, and named the Adventure. Captain James Cook was appointed to the command 
of the-former, and Captain Tobias Furneaux was promoted from the rank of a lieu¬ 
tenant to the command of the latter. 

The Refolution had 112 perfons on board, officers included, and the'Adventure 81. 
Mr. Forfler and his fon, and Mr, Wales, now mathematical mailer of Chrift’s Hof- 
pital,*accompanied them. 

On the 13 th of June, 1772,31 fix o’clock in the morning, both the fliips failed from 
Plymouth Sound, and on the evening of the 29th anchored in Funchiale Road, in the 
ifland of Madeira. At the captain’s and Mr. Forfter’s landing, they v/ere received by 
a gentleman from the vice-conful, Mr. Sills, who conducted them to the houfe of 
Mr. Loughnans, the moll confiderable Englifh merchant in the place. This gentleman 
not only obtained leave for Mr. Forftcr to fearch the ifland for plants, but procured 
them every other thing they wanted, and infilled on their accommodating themfelves 
at his houfe during their flay. 

Having got on board a fupply of water, wine, and other necefiaries, they left 
Madeira on the ill of Auguft, and fleered fouthward. 

' Captain Cook now made three puncheons of beer, of the infpiffated juice of malt. 
The proportion was about ten of water to one of juice. They flopped at St. Jago for 
a fupply of water, on the 10th ; the captain immediately dilpatched an officer to afk 
leave to water, and purchafe refrefliraents, which was granted. The 14th in the 
evening, having completed their water and got on board a fupply of refrefhments, 
fuch as hogs, goats, fowls, and fruit, they put to fea, and proceeded on their 
voyage. 

Port Praya, where they anchored, is a fmall bay, fituated about the middle of the 
fouth fide of the ifland of St. Jago. The water is tolerable, but fcarce; and bad 
getting off. on account of a great furf on the beach. The refrelhments to be got here 
are bullocks, hogs, goats, fheep, poultry, and fruits. The goats are of the antelope 
kind, fo extraordinarily lean, that hardly any thing can equal them ; and the bullocks, 
hogs, and fheep are not much better. Bullocks mult be purchafed with money * the 
price is twelve Spanifli dollars a head, weighing between 250 and 300 pounds. 
Other articles may be got from the natives in exchange for old clothes, &c. 

On the 19th, in the afternoon, one of the carpenter’s-mates fell overboard, and was 
drowned. He was over the fide, fitting on one of the fcuttles; whence, it was fuppofed, 
he had fallen; for he was not feen till the very inftant he funk under the fliip’s ftern, 
when all endeavours to fave him were too late. This lofs was fenfibly felt during the 
voyage, as he was a fober man and a good workman. 
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On the 27 th, Captain Furneaux loft one of his petty officers. 

With variable winds they advanced but flowly, and without meeting with any tiling 
remarkable till the 23d, when they faw a feal, or, as fome thought, a fea-lion, which 
probably might be an inhabitant of one of the iflands of Triftian de Cunha, being now 
nearly in their latitude. 

At two in the afternoon on the 29th, they made the land of the Cape of Good 
Hope. The Table Mountain which is over the Cape Town, diftance 12 or 14 
leagues, was a good deal obfcured by clouds, otherwife it might, from its height, have 
been feen at a much greater diftance. Between eight and nine o’clock this evening, 
the whole fea, within the compafsof their fight became at once, as it were, illuminated, 
or, what the feamen call, all on fire. This appearance of the fea, in fome degree, is 
very common ; but the caufe is not fo generally known. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander 
were of opinion it was occafioned by fea infefts; Mr. Fofter, howevex*, feemed not to 
favour this opinion. Some buckets of water, were drawn up from along-fide the lhip, 
which was found full of an innumerable quantity of final! globular infeQs, about the 
fize of a common pin’s head, and quite tranfparent. 

In the morning they flood into Table Bay, and anchored in five fathom water. 
They had no fooner anchored than they were vifited by the captain of the port and 
Mr. Brandt. This laft gentleman brought off fuch things as could not fail of being 
acceptable to perfons coming from fea. The mafter attendant alfo vifited them, 
according to cuftom, to take an account of the fliips; to enquire into the health of the 
crews; and, in particular, if the fmall-pox was on board; a thing they dread above 
all others at the Cape, and for thefe purpofes a furgeon is always one of the 
vifitants. 

Captain Cook waited upon the governor, accompanied by Captain Furneaux and 
the two Mr. Forfters. He received them with great politenefs, and promifed every 
affiftance the place could aft'ord. 

After having vifited the governor and fome other principal perfons of the place, 
they fixed at Mr. Brandt’s, the ufual refidence of moll officers belonging to Englifh 
Clips. This gentleman fpares neither trouble nor expence to make his houfe agreeable 
to thofe who favour him with their company, and to accommodate them with every 
thing they want. 

Three or four days after them, two Dutch Indiamen arrived here from Holland, 
after a.paffage of between four and five months, in which one loft, by the feurvy and 
other putrid difeafes, 150 men, and the other 41. They fent, on their arrival, great 
numbers to the hofpital in very dreadful circumfiances. 

It was the 18 th of November before they had got ready to put to fea. During this 
flay the crews of both fliips were ferved every day with frefh beef or mutton, new 
baked bread, and as much greens as they could eat. The fliips were caulked 
and painted; and, in every refpe£k, put in as good a condition as when they left 
England. 

Mr. Forfter, whofe whole time was taken up in the purfuit of natural hiftory and 
botany, met with a Swedifh gentleman, one Mr. Sparrman, who had fludied under 
Dr. Linmeus. He, by Captain Cook’s confent, embarked as an affiflantto Mr. Forfter, 
who bore his expences on board, and allowed him a yearly ftipend befides. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon of the 2 2d they weighed, with the wind at north 
by weft. On the 25th they had abundance of albatroffes about them, feveral of which 
were caught with hook and line; and were very well relifhed by many of the people, 
notwithftaudiiig they were at this time ferved with frefli mutton. Judging that they 

fhould 
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Ihould foon come into cold weather, the captain ordered flops to be Ferved to fuch as 
were in want; and gave to each mail the fear-nought jacket and trowfers allowed them 

by the Admiralty. . , 

A violent gale, which was attended with rain and hail, blew at times with luch vio¬ 
lence, that they could carry no fails ; by which means they were driven far to the eaft- 
ward of their intended courfe, and no hopes were left of reaching Cape Circumcifion. 
But the grcatefl misfortune that attended them, was the lofs of great part of their live 
flock, which they brought from the Cape, and which confuted of flieep, hogs, and 
geefe. There was now a fudden traofition from warm, mild weather, to extiems cold 
and wet, which made every man in the fhip feel its effects; for, by this time, the mer cm y 
in the thermometer had fallen to' 38, whereas at the Cape it was generally at 67 and 
upwards. The night proved clear and ferene, and the only one that was fo fince they 
left the Cape j and the next morning the rifing fun gave fuch flattering hopes of a 
fine day, that they were induced to let all the reefs out of the top-fails. 1 heir hopes, 
however, foon vaniflied ; for by one o'clock P.M. the wind, which was at fouth-eaft 
blew with fuch itrength as obliged them to take in alt their fails, to (trike top-gallant- 
mafts, and to get the fprilfail-yard in. The three following days the vvind abated. 

On the ioihy the weather being hazy* they did not lee an ifland of ice, which they 
were fleering direftly for, fill they were lefs than a mile from it. It appealed to be 
about 50 feet high, and half a mile in circuit. It was flat at the top, and its fides role 
in a perpendicular direction, againft which the fea broke exceedingly high. Captain 
FurneauX at firft took this ice for land, and hauled oft from it, until called back by 
fignal. As the weather was foggy, it was neceflary to proceed with caution. 

The hazy weather continued on the i xth and 12th, with fleet and (now; fo that 
they were obliged to proceed with great caution on account of the ice iflands. Six of 
thefe they palled this day; fome of them near two miles in circuit and fixty feet high. 
And yet, fuch was the force and height of the waves, that the fea broke quite over 
them. Captain Cook fays, “ This exhibited a view which for a few moments was 
pleafing to the eye; but when we reSe&ed on the danger, the mind was filled with 
horror 1 For were a fhip to get againft the weather fide of one of thefe iflands when 
the fea runs high, (lie would be dallied to pieces in a moment.” 

From noon till eight o’clock in the evening, twenty ice iflands, of various extent, 
both for height and circuit, came in view. At about nine o’block they found no 
ground with one hundred and fifty fathom of line. 

° At eight o’clock on the 14th, they brought to under a point of the ice, where they 
had finooth water: and the two captains fixed on rendezvoufes in cafe of reparation, 
and fome other matters, for the better keeping company. 

Next day, the 15th, they had the wind at north-weft a ftnall gale, thick foggy weather, 
with much fnow; their fails and rigging were all hung with icicles. I he fog was fo 
thick, at times, that they could not fee the length of the (hip; and they had much 
difficulty to avoid the many iflands of ice that furrounded them. 

On the 17th, they faw many whales, one feal, penguins, fome white birds, another 
fort of peterel, which is brown and white, and not much unlike a pintado; and fome 
other forts. They found the Ikirts of the loofe ice to be more broken than ufual; 
and it extended fome diftance beyond the main field, infomuch that they failed 
amongft it the raoft part of the day; and the high ice iflands without were innume¬ 
rable. 0 The weather was fenfibly colder than the thermometer feemed to point out, 
infomuch that the whole crew complained. In order to enable them to fupport this 
the better, the fleeves of their jackets, (which were fo fliort as to expofe their arms 
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were lengthened with baize; and had a cap made for each man of the fame fluff, 
together with canvas; which proved of great fervice to them. 

On the 24th, being near an ifland of ice, which was about fifty feet high and four 
hundred fathoms in circuit, the rnafter went in the jolly-boat to fee if any water ran 
from it. He foon returned with an account that there was not one drop, or any other 
appearance of thaw. They failed this day through feveral floats, or fields of loofe ice, 
lying in the direction of fouth-eaft and north-weft. 

On the 29th, they came to a refolution to run as far weft as the meridian of Cape 
Circumcifion, provided they met with no impediment, as the diftance was not more 
than eighty leagues, the wind favourable, and the fea feemed to be pretty clear of ice. 
At one o’clock they fleered for an ifland of ice, thinking, if there were any loofe ice 
round it, to take fotne on board, and convert it into frelh water. At four they brought 
to, clofe under the lee of the ifland, where they did not find what they wanted, but 
faw upon it eighty-fix penguins. This piece of ice was about half a mile in circuit, 
and one hundred feet high and upwards; for they lay for fome minutes with every 
fail becalmed under it. The fide on which the penguins were, rofe Hoping from the 
fea, fo as to admit them to creep up it. 

They continued to the weft ward, with a gentle gale at eaft-north-eaft ; the weather 
being fometimes tolerably clear, and at other times thick and hazy, with fnow. On 
the 30th, they fliot one of the white birds; upon which they lowered a boat into the 
water to take it up ; and by that means killed a penguin which weighed eleven pounds 
and a half. The white biiri was of the peterel tribe ; the bill, which is rather fhort, is of 
a colour between black and dark-blue; and their legs and feet are blue. 

On the 2d of January, 1773, the weather was fo clear that they might have feen 
land at fourteen or fifteen leagues diftance. 

On the 5th, they had much fnow and fleet, which, as ufual, froze on the rigging as 
it fell ; fb that every rope was covered with the fineft tranfparent ice. This afforded 
an agreeable fight enough to the eye, but conveyed to the mind an idea of coldnets, 
much greater than it really was; for the weather was rather milder than it had been 
for fome time paft, and the fea lefs incumbered with ice. 

On the gth they brought to, and hoifted out three boats ; and in about five or fix 
hours, took up as much ice as yielded fifteen tons of good frelh water. The pieces 
taken up were hard, and folid as a rock 5 fome of them fo large, that they were 
obliged to break them with pick-axes, before they could be taken into the boats. 

The fait-water which adhered to the ice was fo trifling as not to be tafted, and after 
it had lain on the deck a fhort time, entirely drained off; and the water which the ice 
yielded, was perfectly fvveet and well tafted. Captain Cook fays, " This is the molt 
expeditious method of watering he ever met with.” 

On the 17th they faw no lefs than thirty-eight ice-iflands, one was fixteen or eighteen 
feet high at leaft, and of great extent. Here alfo they faw many whales playing about 
the ice; and, for two days before, had feen feveral flocks of the brown and white 
pintadoes, which were named antar&ic peterels, becaufe they feem to be natives of that 
region. 

On the 1 ft of February, at half paft four o’clock in the afternoon, Captain Fumeaux 
informed Captain Cook that he had juft feen a large float of fea or rock-weed, and 
about it feveral birds (divers.) Thefe were, certainly, figns of the vicinity of land j 
but whether it lay to the eaft or weft, was not poffible for them to know. 

On the 8th of February, having loft fight of the Adventure, they fufpefted a repara¬ 
tion had taken place, though they were at a lofs to tell how it had been effected. 

Captain 
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Captain Furneaux had been ordered by Captain Coot, in cafe he was feparated, to 
cruize three days in the place where he lafl faw him; he therefore continued making 
fhort boards, and firing half-hour guns, till the 9th in the afternoon, when the weather 
having cleared up, they could fee feveral leagues round them, and found that the Ad¬ 
venture was not within the limits of their horizon. At this time they were about two 
or three leagues to the eaftward of the fituation they were in when they laft faw 
her. Next day they faw nothing of her, notwithftanding the weather was pretty clear, 
and Captain Cook had kept firing guns, and burning falfe fires all night. He there¬ 
fore gave over looking for her, made fail, and fleered fouth-eaft, with a frefh gale at 
weft-by-north, accompanied with a highfea from the fame direftiqn. 

On the 17th, at nine in the morning, they bore down to an ifland of ice, which they 
reached by noon. It was full half a mile in circuit, and two hundred feet high at leaft; 
though very little loofe ice about it. But while they were confidering whether or no 
they fhould hoift out boats to take fome up, a great quantity broke from the ifland. 
Of this detached part, they made a fhift to get on board about nine or ten tons before 
eight o’clock, when they hoifted in the boats and made fail to the eaft, inclining to the 
fouth, with a frefh gale at fouth : which, foon after, veered to fouth-fouth-iveft and 
fouth-weft, with fair but cloudy weather. 

On the 23d, they tacked, and fpent the night, which was exceedingly ftormy, thick, 
and hazy, with fleet and fnow, in making fhort boards. Surrounded on every fide 
with danger, they wifhed for day-light. This, when it came, ferved only to increafe 
their apprehenfions, by exhibiting to view thole huge mountains of ice, which, in the 
night, they had paflbd without feeing. 

Thefe dangers were, however, now become fo familiar, that the apprehenfions they 
caufed were never of long duration; and were, in fome meafure, compenfated both by 
the feafcnable fupplies of frefh water thefe ice iflands afforded, (without which they 
muft have been greatly diftreffed,) and alfo by their very romantic appearance, greatly 
heightened by the foaming of the waves into the curious holes and caverns which are 
formed in many of them; the whole exhibiting a view, which at once filled the mind 
with admiration and horror, and can only be deferibed by the hand of an able 
painter. 

The 28th, a fow having in the morning farrowed nine pigs, every one of them was 
killed by the cold before four o’clock in the afternoon, notwithftanding great care was 
taken of them: chilbains ivere alfo common. Such is the fummer weather they 
enjoyed! 

On Sunday, the 7th of March, the weather became fair, the fky cleared up, and 
the night was remarkably pleafant, as well as the morning of the next day; which for 
the brightnefs of the fky, and ferenity and mildnefs of the weather, gave place to none 
they had feen fmee they had left the Cape of Good Hope. ' It was fuch as is little 
known in this fea; and, to make it ftill more agreeable, they had not one ifland of ice 
in fight. 

March 17th, Captain Cook now came to a refolution to quit the high fouthern lati¬ 
tudes, and to proceed to New Zealand, to look for the Adventure, and to refrefh his 
people. 

This day they faw feveral porpoifes, into one of which Mr. Cooper ftruck a harpoon % 
but, as the fhip was running feven knots, it broke its hold, after towing it fome 
minutes, and before they could deaden the fhip’s way. 

As the wind, which continued between the north and weft, would not permit them 
to touch at Van Dieman’s Land, they fhaped their courfe to New Zealand; and being 
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under no apprehenfions of meeting with any danger, the captain was not backward in 
carrying fail. 

For the three days paft the mercury in the thermometer had rifen to forty-fix, 
and the weather was quite mild. Seven or eight degrees of latitude had made a 
furprifing difference in the temperature of the air, which they felt with an agreeable 
fatisfaflion. 

On the 25 th, they were before the entrance of a bay, which they had miftaken for 
Dulky Bay, being deceived by fotne iflands that lay in the mouth of it. 

Fearing to run, in thick weather, into a place to which they were ftrangers, and 
feeing fome breakers and broken ground a-head, they tacked in twenty-five fathom 
water, and flood out to fea. 

On the 26th, they fleered and entered Dulky Bay about noon; In this bay 
they were all ftrangers j in Captain Cook’s former voyage, he only difcovered and 
named it. 

After running about two leagues up the bay, and palling feveral of the ifles which 
lay in it, they brought to, and hoilted out two boats; one of which was fent away 
with an officer round a point on the larboard hand, to look for anchorage. This he 
found, and fignified the fame by fignal. They then followed with the fhip, and 
anchored in fifty fathoms water, fo near the Ihore as to reach it with an hawfer. This 
was on Friday the 26th of March, at three in the afternoon, after having been one 
hundred and feventeen days at fea; in which time they failed three thoufand fix hun¬ 
dred and fixty leagues, without having once fight of land. 

After fuch a long continuance at fea, in a high fouthern latitude, it is but reafonable 
to think that many of the people muft be ill of the fcurvy. The contrary, however, 
happened. Sweet wort had been given to fuch as were fcorbutic. This had fo far 
the defired effect, that they had only one man on board that could be called very 
ill of this difeafe; oecafioned chiefly by a bad habit of body, and a complication of 
other diforders. 

Their firft care, after the fhip was moored, was to fend a boat and people a fifhing; 
in the mean time, fome of the gentlemen killed a feal, out of many that were upon a 
rock, which made them a frefh meal. 

The fifliing-boat was'very fuccefsful, returning with fifh fufficient for all hands for 
fupper; and in a few hours in the morning, caught as many as ferved for dinner. 
This gave them certain hopes of being plentifully fupptied with this article. Nor did the 
fhores and woods appear lefs deftitute of wild fowl; fo that they hoped to enjoy, 
with eafe, what, in their fituation, might be called the luxuries of life. This deter¬ 
mined them to flay fome time in this bay, in order to examine it thoroughly; as no 
one had ever landed before, on any of the fouthern parts of this country. 

About one hundred yards from the Item was a fine ftream of frefh water. Thus 
fituated, they began to clear places in the woods, in order to fet up the aflronomer’s 
obfervatory, the forge to repair their iron-work, tents for the fail-makers and coopers 
to repair the fails and calks in; to land the empty calks, to fill water, and to cut down 
wood for fuel; all of which were abfolutely neceffary occupations. They alfo began 
to brew beer from the branches or leaves of a tree, which much refembles the Ame¬ 
rican black fpruce. 

f he few flieep and goats they had left were not likely to fare well, there being no 
grafs here but what was coarfe and harfli. It was, however, not fo bad, but it was 
expeSed they would devour it with great greedinefs, but they were the more furprifed 
to find they would not tafte it $ nor did they feem over fond of the leaves of more 
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tender plants* Upon examination they found their teeth loofe; and that many of 
them had every other fymptom of an inveterate fea fcurvy# Oat of lour ewes and two 
jams, which Captain Cook brought from the Cape, with an intent to put afliore in this 
country, he had only been able to preferve one of each ; and even thefe were in fo 
bad a ftate, that it was doubtful if they could recover* notwithftanding all the care pof- 
fible had been taken of them* 

On the a8ih, a canoe appeared, and came within mufquet Ihot of the ihip. There 
were in it feven or eight people* They remained looking at tile ihip for fome time* 
and then returned ; figns of friendfbip did not prevail on them to come nearer* 
After dinner the captain took two boats and went in fearch of them. 1 hey found a 
canoe hauled upon the fhore near to two fmall huts, where were feveral fire-places* 
fome fifiling-nets, a few fifii lying on the fhore, and fome in the canoe, but faw no 
people; they probably had retired into the woods* After a fliort ft ay, and leaving in 
the canoe fame medals, looking-glaffes, beads, &c* they embarked and rowed to the 
head of the cove* where they found nothing remarkable* In returning back they put 
afliore at the fame place as before ; but ft ill faw no people. 

On the 6th, the captain difcovered a fine capacious cove, in the bottom of which is 
a frefh water river; on the weft fide feveral beautiful fmall cafcades; and the (bores 
are fo fteep, that a fhip might lie near enough to convey the water into her by a hofe. 
In this cove they (hot fourteen ducks, befides other birds, which occafioned its being 
called Duck Cove. 

As they returned in the evening, they had a fhort interview with three of the natives, 
one man and two women* They were the firft that difcovered themfelves on the 
north-eaft point of Indian Ifland, named fo on this occafion: the man hallooed to 
them* He flood with his club in his hand upon the point of a rock, and behind him, 
at the fkirts of the wood, flood the two women* with each of them a fpear. The 
man could not help difcovering great figns of fear when they approached the rock 
with the boat. He however flood firm ; nor did he move to take up fome things 
that were thrown to him* At length they landed, went up and embraced him; and 
prefented him with fuch articles as they had, which at once diffipated his fears, Pre¬ 
sently after they were joined by the two women, and fome of the feamen. After this* 
they fpent about half an hour in chit-chat, little underilood on either fide, in which 
the youngeft of the two women bore by far the greateft fhare. This occafioned one 
of the feamen to fay* that women did not want tongue in any part of the world* Night 
approaching, obliged them to take leave of them; when the youngeft of the two 
women, whofe volubility of tongue exceeded every thing they ever met with, gave 
them a dance; but the man viewed them with great attention. 

Next morning they made the natives another vifit accompanied by Mr. Forfter and 
Mr* Hodges, carrying with them various articles, which were prefented to them, 
and which were received with a great deal of indifference* except hatchets and fpike* 
nails ; thefe they moft efteemed. This interview was at the fame place as lad night; 
and now they faw the whole family* It confifted of the man, his two wives (as we 
fuppofed), the young woman before mentioned, a boy about fourteen years old, 
and three fmall children, the youngeft of which was at the breaft. They were all 
well-looking, except one woman, who had a large wen on her upper lip, which made 
her difagreeable; and ftie feemed, on that account, to be in a great meafure neglected 
by the man. They conduced them to their habitation* which was but a little way 
within the (kirts of the wood, and confifted of two mean huts made of the bark of 
trees. Their canoe, which was a fmall double one, juft large enough to tranfport 
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the whole family from place to place, lay in a final! creek near the huts- During 
their flay, Mr. Hodges made drawings of moil of them; this occafioned them to give 
him the name of Toe-toe, which word was fuppofed to fignify marking or painting, 
When they took leave, the chief presented Captain Cook with a piece of cloth or 
garment of their own manufacturing, and fome other trifles- He at firft thought it 
was meant as a return for the prefents he had made him j but he was foon undeceived, 
by expreffing a defire for one of their boat cloaks* He took the hint, and ordered 
one to be made for him of red baize as foon as he got on board; where rainy wea¬ 
ther detained him the following day- 

The gth, being fair weather, they paid the natives another viftt. They found them 
at their habitations, all dreffed and drafting in their very heft, with their hair combed 
and oiled, tied up upon the crowns of their heads, and ftuck with white feathers. 
Some wore a fillet of feathers round their heads ; and all of them had bunches of white 
feathers ftuck in their ears. Thus dreffed, and all Handing, they received them with 
great courtefy. Captain Cook prefented the chief with the cloak he had got made 
for him, with which he feemed fo well pleafed, that he took his patoo-patoo from his 
girdle, and gave it in return. After a fiiort ftay, they took leave. 

On the 12th, feveral of the natives came and fet down on the fhore abreaft of the 
{hip. The captain now caufed the bagpipes and fife to play, and the drum to beat* 
The two firft they did not regard, but the latter cauled fome little attention in them ^ 
nothing, however, could induce them to come on board* But they entered with great 
familiarity into converfation (little underftood) with fuch of the officers and feamen as 
went to them, paying much greater regard to fome than to others ; thefe, it was fup¬ 
pofed, they took for females* To one man, in particular, the young woman ftiewed 
an extraordinay fondnefs until flie difcovered his fex, after which flie would not fuffer 
him to come near her. Whether it was that flie before took him for one of her own 
fex; or that the man, in order to difcover himfelf, had taken fome liberties with her 
which flie thus refented, is not known* 

On the morning of the 15th, after feveral days rain, the weather became clear. 
The captain fet out with two boats to furvey the north-weft fide of the bay, accom¬ 
panied by the two Mr. Forfters and feveral of the officers, whom he detached in one 
boat to Goofe Cove, where they intended to lodge the night, while he proceeded in 
the other, examining the harbours and files which lay in his way. In the doing of 
this, he picked up about a fcore of wild fowl, and caught fifh fufficient to ferve the 
whole party ; and reaching the place of rendezvous a little before dark, he fouud 
all the gentlemen out duck-{hooting: they however foon returned, not overloaded 
with game* By this time the cooks had done their parts, in which little art was re¬ 
quired, and after a hearty rcpaft on what the day had produced, they lay down to 
reft ; but they took care to rife early the next morning in order to have the other 
bout among the ducks before they left the cove. 

Accordingly, at day-light they prepared for the attack* Some, who had recon- 
noitered the place before, chofe their ftations accordingly; whilft the captain and 
another remained in the boat, and rowed to the head of the cove to ftart the game, 
which they did fo effectually, that out of fome fcores of ducks, they only detained one 
to themfelves, fending all the reft down to thofe ftationed below. About a mile from 
hence, acrofs an ifthmus, they found an immenfe number of wood-hens, and brought: 
away ten couple of them* After breakfaft they fet out to return to the ftiip, which 
they reached by feven o’clock in the evening, with about feven dozen of wild fowl, 
and two feals* 
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On the 17th, two of the natives, the chief and his daughter, ventured on board ; 
the captain took them both down into the cabin, where they were to breakfaft. They 
let at table, but would not tafte any of the victuals, ihe chief wanted to know where 
the captain flept, and indeed to pry into every corner of the cabin, a 11^ parts of which 
he viewed with fome furprife. But it was not poflible to fix his attention to any one 
thing a Angle moment. The works of art appeared to him in the fame light as thofe 
of nature, and were as far removed beyond his comprehenfion. What feemed to {trike 
them mod was the number and ftrength of the decks, and other parts nf the (hip. Ihe 
chief before he came aboard, prefented the captain with a piece of cloth and a gieen 
talc hatchet j to Mr. Fofter he atfo gave a piece of cloth ; and the girl gave another to 
Mr. Hodges. This cuftom of making prefents, before they receive any, is common 
with the natives of the South Sea iflands ; but they never faw it practiled in New Zea¬ 
land before. Of all the various articles which were given to the chief, hatchets and 
fpike-nails were the molt valuable in his eyes. Thele he never would fuffer to go out 
of his hands after he had once laid hold of them ; whereas many other articles he 
would lay carelefsly down any where, and at lall leave them behind him. 

On the 20th, they went afliore to examine the head of the bay, and in their way faw 
fome ducks, which, by their creeping through the bufhes, they got a (hot at, and killed 
one. The moment they had fired, the natives, who were not difeovered before, fet 
up a molt hideous noife in two or three places clofe by them, and they kept up their 
clamouring noife, but did not follow them. Indeed they found, afterwards, that they 
could not; hecaufeof a branch of the river between them. I'he falling tide obliged them 
to retire out of the river to the place where they had fpent the night. 1 here they break-- 
faded, and afterwards embarked. Juft as the captain was returning on board, he faw 
two men on the oppofite fhore, hallooing to him, which induced him to row over 
to them. He landed, with two others, unarmed; the two natives (landing about one 
hundred yards from the water fide, with each a fpear in his hand. When the three 
advanced, they retired ; but ftood when the captain advanced alone. 

It was fome little time before they could be prevailed upon to lay down their fpears. 
This, at laft, one of them did ; and met the captain with a grafs plant in his hand, one 
end of which he gave him to hold, while he held the other. Standing in this manner, 
he began a fpeech, not one word of which was underftood; and made fome long 
paufes. As foon as this ceremony was over, which was not long, they fainted each 
other. He then took his hahow, or coat, from off his own back, and put it upon 
the captain; after which peace feemed firmly eftablilhed. More of his people joining 
did not in the leaft alarm them ; on the contrary, they faluted every one as they 
came up. 

Other people v^ere feen in the Ikirts of the wood, but none of them joined; pro¬ 
bably thele were their wives and children. 

When they took leave, the natives followed them to their boat, and feeing the muf- 
quets lying acrofs the ftern, they made figns for them to be taken away, which being 
done, they came along-fide, and allifted to launch her. At this time it was neceflary 
to look well after them, for they wanted to take away every thing they could lay their 
hands upon except the mufqnets. Thefe they took care not to touch, being taught by 
the (laughter they had feen made among the wild fowl, to look upon them as inftru- 
jnents of death. 

In the afternoon of the 21 ft, they went a feal hunting. The furf ran fo high that they 
could only land in one place, where they killed ten. Thefe animals ferved three pur- 
pofesj the lkiiis were made ufe of for the rigging; the fat gave oil for their lamps; and 
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the flefo they eat. Their haflets are equal to that of a hog, and the flefh of fame of 
them eats little inferior to beef-fteaks. 

In the morning of the 23d, Mr. Pickerfgill, Mr. Gilbert, and two others, went to a 
cove called C.afcade Cove, in order to afcend one of the mountains, the fummit of which 
they reached by two o’clock in the afternoon. In the evening they returned on board, 
and reported that, inland, nothing was to be feen but barren mountains with huge 
craggy precipices, disjoined by valleys, or rather chafms, frightful to behold. 

Having five geefe left out of thofe brought from the Cape of Good Hope, the cap¬ 
tain went with them next morning to Goofe Cove (named fo on this account), where he 
left them. He chofe this place lor two reafons ; firft, here are no inhabitants to dif- 
turb them ; and fecondly, here being the molt food, there is no doubt but that they 
will breed, and may in time fpread over the whole country, and fully anfwer the inten¬ 
tion in leaving them. This day they Ihot a white heron, which agreed exactly with 
Mr. Pennant’s defcription, in his Britifo Zoology, of the white herons that either now 
are or were formerly in England. 

On the 27th they had hazy weather. In the morning Captain Cook fet out, accom¬ 
panied by Mr. Pickerfgill and the two Mr. Forfters, to explore an inlet feen the day be¬ 
fore. After rowing about two leagues up it, it was found to communicate with the fea, 
and to afford a better outlet for fhips bound to the north than the one they came in by. 
After making this difcovery, and refrelhing themfeves on broiled filh and wild fowl, 
they fet out for the Ihip, and got on board at eleven o’clock at night. In this expedition 
they foot forty-four birds, fea-pies, ducks, &c. without going one foot out of their way, 
or caufing any other delay than picking them up. 

Having got the tents and every other article on board on the 28 th, they weighed with 
a light breeze at fouth-weft and flood up the bay for the new paffage. 

In the morning of the 1 ith of May, at nine o’clock, they weighed with a light breeze 
at fouth-eaft and flood out to fea. It was noon before they got clear of the land. 

The country is exceedingly mountainous ; a profpeQ: more rude and craggy is rarely 
to be met with; for inland appears nothing but the fummits of mountains of a ftupen- 
dous height, and confifting of rocks that are totally barren and naked, except where 
they are covered with fnow. But the land bordering on the fea coafl, and all the 
iflands, are thickly clothed with wood, almoft down to the water’s edge. The trees are 
of various kinds, fuch as are common to other parts of the country, and are fit for the 
fliipwright, houfe-carpenter, cabinet-maker, and many other ufes. 

Here are, as well as in all other parts of New Zealand, a great number of aromatic 
trees and forubs, rnoft of the myrtle kind; but amidft all this variety, there were none 
which bore fruit fit to eat. 

In many parts the woods were fo over-run with hippie-jacks, that it is fcarcely poflible 
to force one’s way amonft them. Several were fifty or lixty fathoms long. 

The foil is a deep black mould, evidently compofed of decayed vegetables, and fo 
loofe that it finks under you at every ftep. Except the flax or hemp plant, and a few 
other plants, there is very little herbage of any fort. What Dulky Bay moll abounds 
with is fifo: a boat with fix or eight men, with hooks and lines, caught daily fufficient 
to fervethe whole (hip’s company. Of this article the variety is almoft equal to the 
plenty, and of fuch kinds as are common to the more northern coafts; but fome are 
fuperior, and in particular the cole fifo, as it was called, which is both larger and finer 
flavoured than any they had feen before, and was, in the opinion of moft on board the 
higheft luxury the fea afforded. The (hell fifo are, mufcles, cockles, fcatlops, cray-fifh. 
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and many other forts. Thefe are to be found in great numbers about this bay, on the 

fmall rocks and ifles near the fea-coaft. . 

They found here five different kinds of ducks, fomeof which Captain Cook did not 
recollefit to have any where feen before, dhe largeft are as big as a Mufcovy duck, 
with a very beautiful variegated plumage, on which account they called it the raintea 
Duck ; both male and female have a large white fpot on each wing; the head and neck 
of the latter is white, but all the other feathers, as well as thole on the head and neck of 

the drake, are of a dark variegated colour. _ . 

For three or four days after they arrived, and were clearing the woods to let up their 
tents, &c. a four-footed animal was feen by three or four of the failors, but as no two 
gave the fame defcriprion of it* it is not eafy to fay of what kind it is. Allj however* 
agreed, that it was about the fize of a cat, with fhort legs, and of a moufe colour. One 
of the feamen, and lie who had the bell view of it, faid it had a bufhy tail, and was the 
mo ft like a jackal! of any animal he knew, i he moil probable conjecture is, that it is 
of a new fpecies. 

The molt mifchievous animals here are the fmall black fand-fhes, which are very nu¬ 
merous, and exceedingly troublefome. Wherever they bite they caufj a fwelling, and 
fuch intolerable itching, that it is not poffible to refrain from feratching, which at lalt 
brings on ulcers like the fmall-pox. 

The inhabitants of this bay are of the fame race of people with thofe in the other parts 
of this country, fpeak the fame language, and obferve nearly the fame cuftoms. 1 hefe 
indeed feem to have a cuftom of making prefents before they receive any ; in which 
they come nearer the Otaheitans than the reft of their countrymen. What could induce 
three or four families (for there does not appear to be more) to feparate themfelves fo 
far from the fociety of the reft of their fellow creatures, is not eafy to guefs* Tew as 
they are, they live not in perfect amity one family with another, tor if they did, why 
do they not form themfelves into fome fociety ? a thing not only natural to man, but 
obferved even by the brute creation. 

After leaving Dufky Bay, they fleered for Queen Charlotte’s Sound, where they ex- 
petted to find the Adventure. In this paffage they met with nothing remarkable or 
worthy of notice, till the 17th at four o’clock in the afternoon, when the fky became 
fuddenly obfeured by dark denfe clouds, and ieetned to forbode much wind. Prefently 
after fix water-fpouts were feen. Four rofe and fpent themfelves between them and 
the land; that is to the fouth-weft, the fifth was without them ; the fixth appeared 
in the fouth-weft, at the difiance of two or three miles from them. Its progreflive 
motion was to the north-eaft, not in a ftraight but in a crooked line, and pafled within 
fifty yards of the ftern, without their feeling any of its effetts. The diameter of the 
bafe of this fpout was judged to be about fifty or fixty feet; that is, the fea within this 
fpace was agitated, and foamed up to a great height. From this a tube or round body 
was formed, by which the water, or air, or both, was, carried in a fpiral ftream up to the 
clouds. Some of the failors faid, they faw a bird in the one near them ; which was 
whirled round like a fly of a jack as it was carried upwards. During the time thefe 
fpouts lafted, they had, now and then, light puffs of wind from all points of the compafs. 
From the afeending motion of the bird, and feveral other circumftances, it is very plain, 
that thefe fpouts are caufed by whirlwinds ; and that the water in them was violently 
hurried upwards, and did not defeend from the clouds as is generally fuppofed. Ihe 
firft appearance of them is by the violent agitation andrifing up of the water ; and pre- 
fantly after, you fee a round column or tube forming from the clouds above, which 
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apparently defcends till it joins the agitated water below. Captain Cook fays, appa¬ 
rently, becaufe he believes it not to be fo in reality, but that the tube is already 
formed from the agitated water below, and afcends, though at firft it is either too fmall 
or too thin to be feen. When the tube is formed, or becomes vifible, its apparent 
diameter increafeth until it is pretty large; after that, it decreafeth ; and at lafl, it 
breaks or becomes invifible towards the lower part. Soon after, the fea below refumes 
its natural ftate, and the tube is drawn by little and little up to the clouds, where it is 
diffipated. The molt rational account of water-fpouts, Captain Cook fays, is in Mr. 
Falconer’s Marine Dictionary, which is chiefly collected from the philofophical writings- 
of the ingenious Dr. Franklin. 

At day-light on the iSth of May, they arrived olf Queen Charlotte’s Sound, where 
they difcovered the Adventure, by the fignals fhe made ; an event which every one 
felt with an agreeable fatisfaftion. At noon. Lieutenant Kemp, of the Adventure, 
came oil board ; from whom they learnt that their fliip had been there about fix weeks. 
In the evening they came to an anchor in Ship Cove, near the Adventure; when 
Captain Furneaux came on board, and gave Captain Cook an account of his proceedings 
during their reparation. 

Sub/lance of Captaih Furneaux 1 s Narrative. 

_On the 7th of February 1773, in the morning, the Refolution being about two 
miles ahead, the wind fluffing to the weft ward, brought on a very thick fog, fo that the 
Adventure loft fight of her. They foon after heard a gun, the report of which they 
imagined to be on the larboard beam ; they then hauled up fouth-eaft, and kept firing 
a four-pounder every half-hour; but had no anfwer, nor further fight of her: then 
they kept the courfe they fteered before the fog came on. In the evening it began to 
blow hard, and was, at intervals, more clear, but could fee nothing of the Refolution, 
which gave them much uneafinefs. They then tacked and ftood to the weft ward, to 
cruize in the place where they laft faw her, according to agreement in cafe of repara¬ 
tion ; but next day came on a very heavy gale of wind and thick weather, that obliged 
them to bring to, and thereby prevented their reaching the intended fpot. They cruized 
as near the place as they could get for three days, when giving over all hopes of joining 
company again, they bore away for winter quarters, diftant fourteen hundred leagues, 
through a fea entirely unknown, and reduced the allowance of water to one quart per 
day. T hey were daily attended by great numbers of fea birds, and frequently faw por- 
poifes curioufly fpotted white and black.. 

On the 1 ft of March, they bore away for the land laid down in the charts by the 
name of Van Diemen’s Land, difcovered by Tafman in 1642, and fuppofed to join to 
New Holland. 

On the gth of March, they faw the land bearing north-north-eaft, about eight or 
nine leagues diftant. It appeared moderately high, and uneven near the fea. They 
hauled immediately up for it, and by noon were within three or four leagues of it. 
Soundings from forty-eight to feventy fathoms, fand and broken Iheils. Here the 
country is hilly and well clothed with trees; they faw no inhabitants. 

ihe morning on the 10th of March being calm, the fliip, then about four miles from 
the land, fent the great cutter on Ihore with the fecond lieutenant, to find if there was 
any harbour or good bay. Soon after, it beginning to blow very hard, they made the 
fignal for the boat to return feveral times, but they did not fee or hear any thing of 
it j the Jhip then three or four leagues off, which gave them much uneafinefs, as there 
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very great Tea. At half part one P-M. to their great fatisfafUon, the boat re- 
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up Ikons there when it runs down in mid-channel. At ten, the tide being at ebb, they 
were obliged to come to with the beft bower in thirty-eight fathoms* clofe to iome 
white rocks. As they failed up the found they faw the tops of high mountains covered 
with fnow, which remains all the year j about five o clock on the July anchored m onip 

Cove, in ten fathoms water. f 

The two following days were employed in clearing a place on Mortuara llland ror 
erefting tents for the fick (having then feveralon board much afflicted with the fcuivy), 
the fail-makers and coopers. 

On the gth, they were vifited by three canoes with about fixteen or the natives, and 
to induce them to bring fifh and other provifions, they gave them feveral things, with 
which they feenied highly pleafed. One of their people feeing fomething wrapped up 
in a better manner than common, had the curiofity to examine what it was; and, to 
his great furprize, found it to be the head of a man lately killed, ihey were vezy 
apprebenfive of its being forced from them; and particularly the man who feenied 
molt interefted in it, whofe very flefli crept on his bones for fear of being pumfhed by 
them, as Captain Cook, on a former voyage, hadexpreffed his great abhorrence of this 
unnatural act. They ufed every method to conceal the head, by muting it from one 
to another ; and by figns endeavouring to convince them that there was no fuch thing 
among them, though they had feen it but a few minutes before. Ihey then took their 

leave, and went on fhore. . 

They frequently mentioned Tupia, which was the name of the native ot Geoige s llland 
for Otaheite,) brought here by the Endeavour, and who died at Batavia; and when they 
told them he was dead, fome of them feenied to be very much concerned, and, as well 
as they could underlland them, wanted to know whether he was killed, or if he died 
a natural death. By thefe queltions, they are the fame tribe Captain Cook faw. In 
the afternoon, they returned again with filh and fern roots, which they fold for nails 
and other trifles; though the nails are what they fet the moll value on. Ihe man and 
woman who had the head did not come off again. _ 

Next morning the natives returned, to the number of fifty or fixty, with their chief 
at their head (as was fuppofed) in five double canoes. They gave their implements of 
war, ftone hatchets, and clothes, &c„. for mils and old bottles, which they put a great 
value on. A number of the head men came on board, and it was with fome difficulty 
they got them out of the lliip by fair means; but on the appearance of a mufquet with 
a fixed bayonet, they all went into their canoes very quickly. 

On the i ith of May, they felt two fevere lliocks of an earthquake, but received no 
kind of damage. On the 17th they had the pleafure of feeing the Refolution off the 
mouth of the bound. They immediately fent out'the boats to her affiftance to tow her 
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in, it being calm. Both Ihips felt uncommon joy at their meeting, after an abfencd of 
fourteen weeks .—Here the tranfaclions of both Jhips commence again. 

Captain Cook knowing that fcurvy-grafs, celery, and other vegetables were to be 
found in Queen Charlotte’s Sound, went the morning after his arrival, at day-break, 
to look for feme, and returned on board at breakfafl with a boat-load. Being now 
fatisfied, that enough was to be got for the crews of both Ihips, he gave orders that 
they fliould be boiled, with wheat and portable broth, every morning for breakfafl; 
and 'with peafe and broth for dinner; knowing from experience, that thefe vegetables, 
thus drefled, are extremely beneficial in removing all manner of fcorbutic complaints. 

In the morning of the 20th, he fent afliore, to the watering-place near the Adven¬ 
ture’s tent, the only ewe and ram remaining, of thofe which he had brought from the 
Cape of Good Hope, with intent to leave in this country. Soon after he vifited the 
feveral gardens Captain Fumeaux had caufed to be made and planted with various 
articles; all of which were in a flourifhing flate, and, if attended to by the natives, 
may prove of great utility to them. The next day he fet fome men to work to make 
a garden on Long Ifland, which he planted with garden-feeds, roots, &c. 

On the 22d in the morning, the ewe and ram he had with fo much care and trouble 
brought to this place, were both found dead, occafioned, as ‘was fuppofed, by eating 
fome poifonous plant. Thus his hopes of flocking this country with a breed of fheep, 
were blafled in a moment. About noon they were vifited, for the firfl time fince they 
arrived, by fome of the natives, who dined with them ; and it was not a little they 
devoured. In the evening they were difmiffed with prefents. 

In the morning of the 24th, they met a large canoe in which were fourteen or fifteen 
people. One of the firfl queflions they afked was forTupia, theperfon brought from 
Otaheite on the former voyage; and they feemed to exprefs fome concern, when they 
told them he was dead. Thefe people made the fame enquiry of Captain Furneaux 
when he firfl arrived. 

Nothing worthy of notice happened till the 29th, when feveral of the natives made 
them a vifit, and brought with them a quantity of fifh, which they exchanged for nails, 
&c. One of thefe people Captain Cook took and fhewed him fome potatoes, planted 
there by Mr. Fannen, matter of the Endeavour. There feemed to be no doubt of their 
fucceeding j and the man was fo well pleafed with them, that he, of his own accord, 
began to hoe the earth up about the plants. They next took him to the other gardens, 
and fhewed him the turnips, carrots, and parfnips, roots which, together with the 
potatoes, will be of more real ufe to them-than any other articles they had planted. It 
was eafy to give them an idea of thefe roots, by comparing them with fuch as they 
knew. 

Two or three families of thefe people now took up their abode near the fhips, em¬ 
ploying themfelves daily in fiflung, and fupplying them with the fruits of their labour ; 
the good effects of which were foon felt. For they were by no means fuch expert fifliers 
as the'natives; nor were any of the Englifh methods of fifhing equal to theirs. 

On the 2d of June, the mips being nearly ready to put to fea. Captain Cook fent 
on fhore two goats, male and female. The former was fomething more than a vear 
old; but the latter was much older. She had two fine kids, fome time before they 
arrived in Dufky Bay, which were killed by cold. Captain Furneaux alfo put on 
fhore, in Cannibal Cove, a boar and two breeding fows; fo that there is reafoji to 
hope this country will, in time, be flocked with thefe animals, if they are not 
deftroyed by the natives before they become wild} for afterwards they will be in no 
danger. 
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In their excurfion to the eaft, they met with the largeft feal they had ever feen. It 
was fwimming on the furface of the water, and fuffered them to come near enough to 
fire at it j but without effeft: for, after a chafe of near an hour, they were obliged to 
leave it. By the fize of this animal, it was probably a fea Iionefs. It certainly bore 
much refemblance to the drawing in Lord Anton's voyage. 

Early the next morning, fome of the natives brought a large fupply of fifh. One 
of them agreed to go away with them; but afterwards, that is, when it came 
to the point, he changed his mind; as did fome others who had promifed to go with 
the Adventure. One of them defired Captain Cook to give his fbn a white fhirt, which- 
he accordingly did. The boy was fo fond of his new drefs, that he went all over the 
fliip, prefenting hunfelf before every one that came in his way. This freedom ufed by 
him offended Old Will the ram goat, who gave him a butt with his horns, and knocked 
him backward on the deck. Will would have repeated his blow, had not fome of 
the people come to the boy’s affiftance. The misfortune, however, feetned to him 
Irreparable. The fhirt was dirtied, and he was afraid to appear in the cabin before his 
father, until brought in by Mr. Forfter j when he told a very lamentable ftory againft 
Goury the great dog (for fo they called all the quadrupeds that were on board,) 
nor could he be reconciled, till the fhirt was wafhed and dried. This ftory, though 
trifling in itfelf, will fhew how common it is to miftake thefe people’s meaning, and to 
afcribe to them cufloms they never knew even in thought. 

About nine o’clock a large double canoe, in which were twenty or thirty people, 
appeared in fight. The natives on board feemed much alarmed, faying that thele were 
their enemies. Two of them, the one with a fpear, and the other with a.ftone hatchet 
in his hand, mounted the arm chefts on the poop, and there, in a kind of bravado, 
bid thofe enemies defiance; while the others, who were on board, took to their canoe 
and went afhore, probably to fecure the women and children. 

However, they came on board and were very peaceable. A trade foon commenced 
between the failors and them. It was not poffible to hinder the former from felling 
the clothes from off their backs for the mereft trifles, things that were neither ufeful 
nor curious. This caufed Captain Cook to difinifs the ftrangers fooner than he would, 
have done. 

June the 4th they fpent their Royal Mafter’s birth-day in feftivity, having the com¬ 
pany of captain Furneaux and all his officers. Double allowance enabled the fearaen 
to fhare in the general joy. 

During their flay in the found. Captain Cook obferved that this fecond vifit 
made to this country, had not mended the morals of the natives of either fex. He 
had always looked upon the females of New Zealand to be more chafte than the 
generality of Indian women. Whatever favours a few of them might have granted to 
the people in the Endeavour, it was generally done in a private manner, and the men 
did not feem to intereft themfelves much in it. But now, he was told, they were the 
chief promoters of a fhameful traffic, and that, for a fpike-nail, or any other thing they 
value, they would oblige the women to proflitute themfelves, whether they would or 
no; and even without any regard to that privacy which decency required. 

On the 7th of June, at four in the morning, the wind 1 being favourable, 
they unmoored, and at feven weighed and put to fea, with the Adventure in 
company. 

Nothing material occurred till the 29th, when Captain Cook was informed the 
crew of the Adventure was fickly; and this he found was but too true. Her cook 
was dead, and about twenty of her beft men were down in the fcurvy and flux. At 

this 
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this time, his (hip had only three men on the fick lift, and only one of them attacked 
with the fcurvy. Several more, however, began to fhew fymptoms of it, and were 
put upon the wort, marmalade of carrots, rob of lemons and oranges. 

To introduce any new article of food among feamen, let it be ever fo much for 
their good, requires both the example and authority of a commander; without both 
of which, it will be dropt before the people are fenfible of the benefits refulting from it. 
Many of the people, officers as well as feamen, at firft difliked celery, fcurvy-grafs, &c. 
being boiled in the peas and wheat; and fome refufed to eat it. But as this had no 
effett on Captain Cook’s conduft, this obftinate kind of prejudice by little and little 
wore off; rhey began to like it as well as the others. 

On the 6th of Auguft, Captain Cook fent for Captain Furneaux- to dinner; from 
whom he learnt that his people were much better, the flux having left them; and the 
fcurvy was at a ftand. Some cyder which he happened to have, and which he gave 
to the fcorbutic people, contributed not a little to this happy change. The weather 
to-day was cloudy, and the wind very unfettled. This feemed to announce the 
approach of the fo much wiflied for trade-wind; which, at eight o’clock in the 
evening, after two hours calm, and fome heavy fhowers of rain, they actually got at 
fouth-eaft. 

The fickly ftate of the Adventure's crew made it neceffary to make their beft way to 
Otaheite, where they were Jure of finding refrefhnients. Confequently they con¬ 
tinued their courfe to the weft ; and at fix o’clock in the evening, land was feen from 
the maft-head, bearing weft by fouth. Probably this was one of Bougainville’s dis¬ 
coveries- Captain Cook called it Doubtful Bland; the getting to a place where 
they could procure refrefhnients was more an object at this time than difcovery. 

At day-break on the 12th, they difcovered land right a-head, diftant about two 
miles; fo that day-light advifed them of their danger but juft in time. This proved 
another of thefe low or half-drowned iflands, or rather a large coral fhoal, of about 
twenty leagues in circuit. 

The next morning at four they made fail, and at day-break faw another of thefe 
low iflands, which obtained the name of Adventure Ifland. M. de Bougainville very 
properly calls this low clufter of overflowed ifles the Dangerous Archipelago. The 
fmoothnefs of the fea fuffidently convinced them that they were furrounded by them, 
and how neceffary it was to proceed with the urmoft caution, efpecially in the 
night. 

On the 15th, at five o'clock in the morning, they faw Ofnaburg Ifland, or Maitea, 
difcovered by Captain Wallis. Soon after they brought to, and waited for the Adven¬ 
ture to come up with them, to acquaint Captain Furneaux, that it was his intention to 
put into Oaiti-piha Bay, near the fouth-eaft end of Otaheite, in order to get what 
refrefhnients they could from that part of the ifland, before they went down to Matavia. 
This done, they made fail, and at fix in the evening faw the ifland bearing weft. 
They continued to Hand on till midnight, when they brought to, till four o’clock in 
the morning; and then made fail in for the land with a fine breeze at eaft. 

At day-break, they found themlelves not more than half a league from the reef. 
This made it neceffary to hoift out their boats to tow the fhips off; but all their efforts 
were not fufficient to keep them from being carried near the reef. A number of the 
inhabitants came off in canoes from different parts, bringing with them a little fifli, 
a few cocoa-nuts, and other fruits, which they exchanged for nails, beads, &c. Moft of 
them knew Captain Cook again; and many enquired for Mr. Banks and others, who 
were with him before; but not one afked for Tupia. 
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The calm continuing their fituation became Hill more dangerous. 1 hey were, 
however, not without hopes of getting round the weftern point of the reef and into the 
bay, till about two o’clock in the afternoon, when they came before an opening 
or'break in the reef, through which they hoped to get with the fhips. But 
on fending to examine it, found there was not a fufficient depth of water; though 
it caufed inch an indraught of the tide of flood through it, as was very near proving 
fatal to the Refolution; for as foon as the flops got into this ft ream, they were carried 
with great impetuofity towards the reef. The moment Captain Cook perceived this, 
he ordered one of the warping machines, which they had in readinefs, to be carried 
out with about four hundred fathoms of rope; but it had not the leaft effect. 1 he 
horrors of fhipwreck now flared them in the face. They were not more than two cables 
length from the breakers; and yet they could find no bottom to anchor, the only 
probable means they had left to fave the fhips. They, however, dropped an anchor; 
but before it took hold, and brought them up, the fliip was in lefs than three fathoms 
water, and ftruck at every fall of the fea, which broke clofe under their ftern in a 
dreadful furf, and threatened them every moment with fhipwreck. The Adventure 
very luckily brought up clofe upon their bow without ftriking. 

They prefently carried out two kedge anchors, with hawfers to each. Thefe found 
ground a little without the bower, but in what depth they never knew. By heaving 
upon them, and cutting away the bower anchor, they got the fliip afloat, where they 
lay i'ome time in the greateft anxiety, expecting every minute that either the kedges 
would come home, or the hawfers be cut in two by the rocks. At length the tide 
ceafed to act in the fame direction. AH the boars were ordered to try to tow off the 
Refolution; and when they faw this was pra&icable, they hove up the two kedges. 
At that moment a light air came off from the land, which fo much affifted the boats, 
that they foon got clear of all danger. Then they ordered all the boats to aflift the 
Adventure; but before they reached her, flie was under fail with the land broeze, 
leaving behind her three anchors, her coafting cable, and two hawfers, which were 
never recovered. Thus they were once more fafe at fea, after narrowly efcaping 
being wrecked on the very ifland they but a few days before fo ardently wiflied to be 
at. The calm, after bringing them into this dangerous fituation, very fortunately 
continued. For had the fea-breeze, as is ufual, fet in, the Refolution mu ft inevitably 
have been loft, and probably the Adventure too. 

During the time they were in this critical fituation, numbers of the natives were on 
board and about the fhips. They feemed to be infenfible of danger, fhewed not the 
leaft furprize, joy, or fear, when the fhips were ftriking, and left them a little before 
fun-fet, quite unconcerned. 

They fpent the night, which proved fqually and rainy, making fhort boards; and 
the next morning, being the 17th, they anchored in Oaiti-piha Bay, in twelve fathoms 
water, about two cables length from the fhore, both fhips being by this time 
crowded with a great number of the natives, who brought with them cocoa-nuts, 
plantains, bananoes, apples, yams, and other roots, which they exchanged for nails 
and beads. To feveral who called tfaemfelves chiefs. Captain Cook made prefents of 
Hurts, axes and feveral other articles; and in return, they promifed to bring hogs and 
fowls; a promife they never did, nor ever intended to perform. 

Early in the morning Captain Cook fent the two launches, and the Refolution’s 
cutter, under the command of Mr. Gilbert, to endeavour to recover the anchors they 
had left behind them. They returned about noon with the Refolution 3 s bower anchor, 
but could not recover any of the Adventure’s. The natives came off again with fruit, 

1 as 
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as the day before, but in no great quantity. Many, however, who called themlelves 
earees, or chiefs, came on board, partly with a view of getting prefents, and partly to 

pilfer whatever came in their way. . , , 

One of this fort of earees the captain had moft of the day m the cabin, and made 
prefents to him and all his friends, which were not a few. At length he was caught 
taking things which did not belong to him, and handing them out at the quarter- 
gallery. Many complaints of the like nature were made to him agamft thofe on deck, 
which occafioned his turning them all out of the Ihip. The cabin guefl made good 
hafte to be gone.—The captain was fo much exafperated at his behaviour, that after he 
had pot fome diftance from the ihip, he fired two mufquets over his head, which made 
him quit the canoe and take to the water. He then fent a boat to take up the canoe; 
but as ihe came nearer the fhore, the people from thence began to pelt her with ft ones. 
Beinv in fome pain for her fafety, as ftie was unatmed, he went himfelf in another 
boat to protect her, and ordered a great gun, loaded with ball, to be fired along the 
coaft, which made them all retire from the fliore, and he was fuffered to bring away 
two canoes without the lead fhew of oppofition. In one of the canoes was a little boy, 
who was much frightened; but he foon diflipated his fears, by giving him beads, and 
putting him on fliore.—A few hours after, they were all good friends again ; and the 
canoes were returned to the firfl: perfon who came for them. 

It was not till the evening of this day that any one enquired after 1 upia, and then 
but two or three. As foon as they learned the caufe of his death, they were quite 
fatisfied ; indeed it did not appear to them that it would have cauled a moment's 
uiieafinefs in the breaft of any one, had his death been occafioned by any other means 

than by licknefs. ■ , 

Nothing worthy of note happened on the 20th, till the dufk of the evening, when 
one of the natives made off with a mufquet belonging to the guard on fhore. Captain 
Cook was prefent when this happened, and fent fome of his people after him, which 
would have been to little purpofe, had not fome of the natives, of their own accoid, 
purfued the thief. They knocked him down, took from him the mufquet, and brought 
it back. Fear, on this occafioh, certainly operated more with them than pi maple. 
They, however, deferve to be applauded for this acl of juftice; for ii they had not 
given their immediate affiftance, it would hardly have been in his power to have 
recovered the mufquet by any gentle means whatever; and by making ule of any other, 
he was fure to lofe more than ten times its value. 

In the evening Captain Cook was informed that Waheatoua was come into the 
neighbourhood, and wanted to fee him. In confequence of this in formation, he deter¬ 
mined to wait one day longer in order to have an interview with this Prince. Accoi d- 
ingly, early the next morning, he fet out in company with Captain Furneaux, ^Mr. 
Forfter, and feveral of the natives. They found him feated on a ilooi, with a circle of 
people round him; he knew Captain Cook at firfl fight, he and the Prince having 
feen each other feveral times in 1769. At that time he was but a boy, and went by 
the name of Tearee; but upon the death of his father, Waheatoua, he took upon nun 

that name. . „ , .. 

After the firfl falutation was over, having feated the captain on the fame ltooi wit 11 
himfelf, and the other gentlemen on the ground by them, he began to enqune a lei 
feveral by name who were with him on his former voyage. He next enquired tow 
long they would flay; and when he told him no longer than next day, he fcecied -ony, 
afked the captain to flay fome months, and at lafl came down to five days; promiling, 

in that time, he fhould have hogs in plenty. But as he had been here already a wee^, 
• b 1 without 
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without fo much as getting one, he could not put any faith in this promife. 1 he prefent 
made him confined of a Shirt, a fheet, a broad axe, fpike nails, knives, lookmg-glaffes, 
medals, beads, &c. In return he ordered a pretty good hog to be carried to their 

b °They ftaid with him all the morning, during which time he never fuffered Captain 
Cook to go from his fide, where he was feated ; at length they took leave, in order to 
return on board to dinner. They got, in the whole, to-day, as much rreih pork as 
gave the crews of both fliips a meal; and this in confequence of their having this 
interview with the chief. The 24th, early in the morning, they put to fea with a light 
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The fruits they got here greatly contributed towards the recovery of the Adven¬ 
ture’s lick people. Many of them who had been fo ill as not to be .able to move with¬ 
out afliftance, were in this fliort time fo far recovered, that they could walk about of 
themfelves. It was not till the evening of this day that they arrived in Matavia Bay. 

Before they got to an anchor, their decks were crowded with the natives ; many 
of whom Captain Cook knew, and almoft all of them knew him. A great crowd was 
affembled together upon the fhore, amongft whom was Otoo their King, i he captain 
was jull going to pay him a viftt, when he was told he was mataow d> and gone to 
Oparree. 

He fet out on the 26th for Oparree, accompanied by Captain Furneaux,Mr. Forlter, 
and others, Maritata and his wife. As foon as they landed, they were conduced to 
Otoo, whom they found feated on the ground, under the (hade of a tree, with an 
immenfe crowd round him. After the firft compliments were over, he prefented him 
with fuch articles as were fuppofed to be raoft valuable in his eyes, well knowing that 
it was his intereft to gain the friend Ihip of this man. He alfo made prefents to feveral 
of his attendants ; and, in return, they offered him cloth, which he refufed to accept, 
telling them that what he had given was for t'toy (friendfhip). The King enquired for 
Tupia, and all the gentlemen that were with the captain in his former voyage, by name. 
He promifed that they fhould have fome hogs the next day; but he had much ado to 
obtain a promife from him to vifit him on board. He faid he was, mataou no ts paupoue , 
that is, afraid of the guns. Indeed all his aftions fliewed him a timorous Prince. He 
was about thirty years of age, fix feet high, and a fine, perfonable, well-made man as 
one can fee. All his fubje&s appeared uncovered before him, his father not excepted. 
What is meant by uncovering, is the making bare the head and fhoulders, or wearing 
no fort of cloathing above the breaft. 

On the 27th, early in the morning, Otoo, attended by a numerous train, paid them 
a vifit. He firft fent into the fhip a large quantity of doth, fruits, a hog, and two 
large fifli j and, after fome perfuafion, came aboard himfelf, with his After, a younger 
brother, and feveral more attendants. To all of them they made prefents. Captain 
Furneaux prefented the King with two fine goats, male and female, which, if taken 
care of, or rather, if no care at all is taken of them, will no doubt multiply. 

Very early in the morning on the 28th, they had another vifit from Otoo, who 
brought more cloth, a pig, and fome fruit. His filler, who was with him, and fome of 
his attendants, came on board ; but he and others went to the Adventure, with the 
like prefents to Captain Furneaux. It was not long before he returned with Captain 
Furneaux on board the Refolution, when Captain Cook made him a handfome return 
for the prefent he had brought him, and dreffed his filter out in the belt manner he 
could. She, the King’s brother, and one or two more were covered before him to¬ 
day. When Otoo came into the cabin, Ereti and fome of his friends were fitting there. 
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The moment they faw the King enter, they ftripped themfelves in great hafte, being 
covered before. Seeing Captain Cook took notice of it, they faid earee. earee; giving 
him to underftand that it was on account of Otoo being prefent. This was ail the 
refpeft they paid him j for they never rofe from their feats, nor made any other obei- 
fance. When the King thought proper to depart, he was carried to Gparree in a boat j 
where Captain Cook entertained him, and his people, with the bagpipes (of which 
mufic they are very fond), and dancing by the feamen. He, in return, ordered Ibme of 
his people to dance alfo, which confifted chiefly of contortions. There were, however, 
fome who could imitate the feamen tolerably well, both in country dances and 


hornpipes. . „ . rr . 

Next morning after breakfaft they took a trip to Oparree, again to vifit Otoo. 1 hey 
made him up a prefent of fuch things as he had not feen before. . One article was a 
broad-fword ; at the fight of which he was fo intimidated, that Captain Cook had much 
ado to perfuade him to accept of it, and to have it buckled upon him ; where it 
remained but a fhort time, before he defired leave to take it off and fend it out of his 

^Soon after they were conducted to the theatre - r where they were entertained with a 
dramatic heava, or play, in which were both dancing and comedy. The performers 
were five men, and one woman, who was no lefs a perfon than the King’s filler. The 
mufic confifted of three drums only ; it lafted about an hour and an half, or two hours, 
and upon the whole, was well conducted. It was not poffible for them to find out the 
meaning of the play. Some part feemed adapted to the prefent time, as Captain 
Cook’s name was frequently mentioned. Other parts were certainly wholly uncon¬ 
nected with them. The dancing-drefs of the lady was very handfome, being deco¬ 
rated with taffels, made of feathers, hanging, from the waift downward. _ AsToon as 
all was over, the King himfelf defired Captain Cook to depart j and feut into the boat 
different kinds of fruit, and fifh ready dreffed. With this they returned on board 
and the next morning the King fent them more fruit, and feveral final! parcels 


of filh. , . , , 

Nothing farther remarkable happened till- ten o clock in the evening, when they 
were alarmed with the cry of murder, and a great noife, on. fhore, near the bottom 
of the bay, at fome diftance from the encampment. Captain Cook fufpected that it 
was occafioned by fome of his own people, and immediately armed a boat, and lent 
on fhore, to know the oecafion of this difturbance, and to bring off tuch of their 
people as fhould be found there. The boat foon returned with three marines, and 
a feaman. Some others belonging to the Adventure, were alfo taken, and being all 
put under confinement, the next morning the Captain ordered them to be punilhed 
according to their deferts. He did not find that any mifchief was done, and the people 
would confefs nothing. This difturbance was fuppofed to be occafioned by their 
making too free with the women. Be this as it will, the natives were fo much alarmed 
that they fled from their habitations in the dead of the night, and the alarm Ipread 
many miles along the coat. For when Captain Cook went to vifit Otoo, in the morn¬ 
ing, by appointment, he found him removed, or rather fled, many miles from the 
place of his abode. Even there he was obliged to wait fome hours, before he could 
fee him at all; and when he did, he complained of the lalt night s riot. 

As this was intended to be the laft vifit. Captain Cook had taken with him a. prelent 
fuitable to the oecafion. Among other things were three Cape fheep,. which he at 
feen before and afked for*, for thefe people never lofe a thing by not alking for it. 
He was much pleafed with them; though he could be but little benefited, as they were 
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all wethers, a thing he was made acquainted with, dhe prefents he got at this intei- 
view entirely removed his fears, and opened his heart fo much, that he tent foi three 
hogs, which he prefented to them ; one of them was very filial!. 

They now took leave, and informed him they lhould quit the illand the next day ; 
at which he feemed much moved, and embraced the captain feveraltimes. 

On the ill of September, the fhips unmoored. Our old friend Pottatou, his wife, 
or miftrefs, and fome more of his friends, came in order to vifit the captain. They 
brought him a prefent of two hogs, and fome filh ; and Mr. Pickerfgill got two more 
hogs, by exchange, from Oamo: for he went in the boat as far as Paparra, where he 
faw old Oberea. " She feemed much altered for the worfe, poor, and of httle confe- 
quence. The wind, which bad blown weflerly all day, having fluffed at once to the 
eaft, they put to fea; and difmiffed their friends fooner than they wiflied to go; but 
well fatisfied with the reception they had met with. 

Some hours before they got under fail, a young man, whofe name was Poreo, came 
and defired the captain would take him with him; he confentedj thinking he might 
be of fervice 011 fome occafions. Many more offered themfelves, but he refufed to 
take them. This youth allied for an axe and a fpike-nail for his father, who was then 
on board. He had them accordingly, and they parted juft as they were getting under 
fail, more like two ftrangers than father and fon. This raifed a doubt whether it was fo ; 
which was farther confirmed by a canoe, conducted by two men, coming alongfide, as 
they were Handing out of the bay, and demanding the young man in the. name of 
Otoo. He now law that the whole was a trick to get fomething from him; well 
knowing that Otoo was not in the neighbourhood, and could know nothing of the 
matter. Poreo feemed, however, at firft undetermined whether he lhould go or Hay ; 
but he foon inclined to the former. The captain then told them to return the axe 
and nails, and then he lhould go (and fo he really lhould) } but they faid they were 
afhore, and fo departed. Though the youth feemed pretty well fatisfied, he could not 
refrain from weeping when he viewed the land aftern. 

As foon as they were clear of the bay, and their boats in, they directed their courfe 
for the illand of Huaheine, where they intended to touch. I hey made.it the next 
day, and fpent the night making fliort boards under the north end of the illand. At 
day-light in the morning of the 3d, they made fail for the harbour of Owharre; in 
which the Refolution anchored, about nine o’clock, in twenty-four fathoms water. 
Several of the natives by this time had come off, bringing with them fome of the pro¬ 
ductions of the illand; and as foon as the Ihips were in fafety. Captain Cook landed 
with Captain Furneaux, and was received by the natives with the utmoft cordiality. 
Some prefents were diftributed among them; and, prefently after, they brought down 
hogs, fowls, dogs, and fruits, which they willingly exchanged for hatchets, nails, 
beads, &c. The like trade was foon opened on board the lhip; fo that they had a 
fair profpedt of being plentifully fupplied with frelh pork and fowls; and, to people 
in their fituation, this was no unwelcome thing. 

Early the next morning, Lieutenant Pickerfgill failed with the cutter on a trading 
party, towards the fouth end of the ille. Captain Cook alfo fent another trading 
party on fliore near the fliips, with which he went himfelf, to fee that it was properly 
conduced at the firft fetting out, a very neceffary point to be attended to. 

On the 4th, Captain Cook wanted to go to Oree, the King - 7 but was told he would 
come to him; which he accordingly did, fell upon his neck, and embraced him. 
This was by no means ceremonious j the tears, which trickled plentifully down his 
venerable old cheeks, fufficiently befpoke the language of his heart. His friends were 

alfo 
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allb introduced to them, to whom they made prefents. In return he gave them a hog 
and a quantity of cloth, promifmg time all their wants fhould be fupplied; and it will 
foon appear how well he kept his word. At length they took leave, and returned 
on board; and fome time after Mr. Pickerfgill returned alfo with fourteen hogs. 
Many more were got by exchanges on fliore and along fide the fliips, befides fowls 
and fruits in abundance. 

This good old chief paid them a vifit early in the morning on the 5th, together 
with fome of his friends, bringing a hog and fome fruit. He carried his kindnefs fo 
far as not to fail to fend every day, for Captain Cook’s table, the very beft of ready 
drefled fruit and roots, and in great plenty. Lieutenant Pickerfgill being again fent 
with the two boats in fearch of hogs, returned in the evening with twenty-eight; and 
about four times that number were purchafed on Ihore and alongfide the fiiips. 

Next day the people crowded in from every part with hogs, fowls, and fruit, fo that 
they prefently filled two boats. Oree himfelf prefented a large hog and a quantity of 
fruit. Oree and Captain Cook were profefled friends in all the forms cuftomary 
among them ; and he feemed to think that this could not be broken by the a£t of any 
other perfons. 

On the 7th, early in the morning, while the {hips were unmooring. Captain Cook 
went to pay his farewell vifit to Oree, accompanied by Captain Furneaux and 
Mr. Forfter. They took with them, for a prefent, fuch things as were not only 
valuable, but ufeful. He alfo left with him the infeription plate he had before in 
keeping, and another fmall copper-plate, on which were engraved thefe words: 
“ Anchored here. His Britannic Majefty’s {hips Refolution and Adventure, September 
1773together with fome medals, all put up in a bag; of which the chief promifed 
to take care, and to produce to the firfl {hip or fliips that fliould arrive at the ifiand. 
He then gave a hog; and after trading for fix or eight more, and loading the boat 
with fruit, they took leave, when the good old chief embraced the Captain with tears 
in his eyes. When they returned to the {hips, they found them crowded round with 
canoes full of hogs, fowls, and fruit, as at their firfl; arrival. Oree came on board and 
ftaid till they were a full half league out at fea; then took a moft alfe&ionate leave, 
and went away in a canoe, conducted by one man and himfelf, all the others having 
gone long before. 

During their {hort flay at the fmall but fertile ifle of Huaheine, they procured to 
both fhips not lefs than three hundred hogs, befides fowls and fruits ; and had they 
{laid longer, might have got many more; for none of thefe articles of refrefliraent 
were feemingly diminifhed, but appeared every where in as great abundance as 
ever. 

Before they quitted this ifland. Captain Furneaux agreed to receive on board his 
fhip a young man named Oinai, a native of Ulietea, where he had had fome property, 
of which he had been difpoffefied by the people of Bolabola. Captain Cook won¬ 
dered that Captain Furneaux would encumber himfelf with this man, who in his 
opinion was not a proper fample of the inhabitants of thefe happy islands, not having 
any advantage of birth or acquired rank, nor being eminent in ftiape, figure, or com¬ 
plexion; for their people of the firfl rank are much fairer, and ufually better behaved, 
and more intelligent, than the middling clafs of people, among whom Omai is to be 
ranked. The Captain, however, fince his arrival in England, has been convinced of 
his error ; for excepting his complexion, (which is undoubtedly of a deeper hue than 
that of the earees, or gentry, who, as in other countries, live a more luxurious life, 
and are lefs expofed to the heat of the fun,) he doubts whether any other of the 
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natives would have given him more general fatisfaftion by his beaaviour among them, 
—“ Omai has certainly a very good underftanding, quick parts, and honelt prinop es; 
he is of good natural behaviour, which rendered him acceptable to the bell company, 
and a proper degree of pride, which taught him to avo.d the foctety of perfons of 
inferior rank. He has paflicns of the fame kind as other young men, but has judg¬ 
ment enough not to indulge them in any improper degree. I do not imagine that he 
has any diflike to liquor, and if he had fallen into company where the perfon who 
drank the moil; met with the mofl approbation, I have no doubt, but that he wou 
have endeavoured to gain the applaufe of thofe with whom he affociated; but, fortu¬ 
nately for him, he perceived that drinking was very little in ufe but among interior 
people, and as he was very watchful into the manners and conduft of the perfons oi 
rank who honoured him with their protection, he was fober and modeft, and 1 never 
heard that, during the whole time of his ftay in England, which was two years, he 
ever once was difguifed with wine, or ever (hewed an inclination to go beyond the 

ftri&elt rules of moderation. _ . . f , 

« Soon after his arrival in London, the Earl of Sandwich, the firlt lord ot the 
Admiralty, introduced him to His Majefty at Kew, when he met with a mofl: gracious 
reception, and imbibed the ftrongeft impreflion of duty and gratitude to that great and 
amiable Prince, which I am perfuaded he will preferve to the latelt moment of his 
life. During his ftay among us, he was rarefied by many of the principal nobility, 
and did nothing to forfeit the efteem of any one of them; but his principal patrons 
were the Earl of Sandwich* Mr. Banks* and Dr. Solander; the former probably 
thought it a duty of his office to protect and countenance an inhabitant of that hoi pi* 
table country, where the wants and diftreffes of thofe in his department had been alle- 
viated and fupplied in the irioft ample manner j the others* as a teilimony of their 
gratitude for the generous reception they had met with during their refidence m his 
country. It is to be obferved* that though Omai lived in the midfl oi amulements 
during his refidence in England, his return to his native country was always in his 
thoughts, and though he was not impatient to go, he expreffed a fatisfaftion as the 
time of his return approached. He embarked with me in the Resolution, when ihe 
was fitted out for another voyage, loaded with prefents from his feveral friends, and 
full of gratitude for the kind reception and treatment he had experienced among 


us. 


The chief was no fooner gone, than they made fail for Ulietea, where they intended 
to flop a few days. The next morning, September 8th, after making a few trips, 
they gained the harbour, and in the afternoon came to anchor; the natives crowded 
round them in their canoes, with hogs and fruity The latter they exchanged for nails 
and beads; the former they refufed as yet, having already as many on board as they 
could manage. Several they were, however, obliged to take; as many of the prin¬ 
cipal people brought off little pigs, pepper, or eavoa-root, and the young plantain trees, 
and handed them into the fln'p. In this manner did thefe good people welcome them. 

to their country. . . . 

Next morning they paid a formal vifit to Oreo, the chief of this part of the ifle, 
carrying with them the neceffary prefents. He was feated in his own houfe, which 
flood near the water-fide, where he and his friends received them with great cordiality. 
He expreffed much fatisfaftion at feeing Captain Cook again, and defired that they 
might exchange names, which he accordingly agreed to : this is the ftrongeft mark of 
friend (hip they can (hew to a ftranger. He inquired after Tupia, and all the gentle¬ 
men, by name; who were with him when he firft vifited the ifland. After they had 
i made 


CAPTAIN COOK’S SECOND VOYAGE, 587 

made the chief and his friends the neceffary prefents, they went on board with a hog 
and fome fruit, received from hint in return ; and in the afternoon he gave them 
another hog, (till larger, without alking for the leafl acknowledgment. _ 

After breakfaft, on the loth. Captain Furneaux and Captain Cook paid the chief a 
vifit; and they were entertained by him with fuch a comedy, or dramatic heava, as is 
generally aCted in thefe ifles. The mufic confided of three drums; the aCtors were 
feven men, and one woman, the chief’s daughter. The only entertaining part of the 
drama, was a theft committed by a man and his accomplice, in fuch a mallei ly manner, 
as fufficiently difplayed the genius of the people in this vice. —The theft is dilcovered 
before the thief lias time to carry off his prize; then a fcuffle enfues with thofe fet 
to guard it, who, though four to two, are beat off the ftage, and the thief and his 
accomplice bear away their plunder in triumph. Captain Cook fays, I was veiy 
attentive to the whole of this part, being in full expectation that it would have ended 
very differently. For I had before been informed that Teto (that is, the thief,) was to 
be aCted, and had underftood that the thief was to be punilhed with death, or a good 
tiparrahying (or beating), a punilhment, we are told, they inflict on fuch as are guilty 
of this crime. Be this as it may, Arrangers are certainly excluded from the protection 
of this,law; them they rob with impunity, on every occafion that offers.” 

After dinner, on the i ith. Captain Cook had a vifit from Oo-oorou, the principal 
chief of the ifle. He was introduced by Oreo, and had brought with him as a prefent 
a large hog, for which he had a handfoine reurn. Oreo employed himfelf in buying 
hogs, and he made good bargains. 

On the 16th, Captain Cook was told that his Otaheitan young man, Poreo, had 
taken a refolution to leave him, and was actually gone ; having met with a young woman, 
for whom he had contracted a friendfhip, he went away with her, and he law him no 

more. . . 

Having now got on board a large fupply of refrefhments, the captain determined to 
put to fea the next morning, and made the fame known to the chief, who promifed to 
fee him again before he departed. At four o’clock they began to unmoor, and as 
foon as it was light, Oreo, his fon, and fome of his friends, came on board. Many canoes 
alfc came off with fruit and hogs; the latter they even begged of them to take from 
them, calling out Tiyo boa atoi. — “ I am your friend, take my hog, and give me an 
axe.” But the decks were already fo full of them, that they could hardly move; 
having on board both (hips between three and four hundred. By the increafe of their 
flock, together with what they had falted and confumed, it appeared that they got at 
this ifland four hundred, or upwards. Many indeed were only roafters; others again 
weighed one hundred pounds, or upwards ; but the general run was from forty to 
lixty. It is not eafy to fay how many they might have got, could they have found 
room for all that were offered them. 

The chief and his friends did not leave them till they were under fail; and before 
he went away, preffed them much to know if they would not return, and when ? —- 
Queftions which were daily put by many of thefe iffanders. Ihe Otaheitean youth s 
leaving Captain Cook proved of no confequence, as many young men of this ifland 
voluntarily offered to come away with them: he thought proper to take on board one, 
who was about feventeen or eighteen years of age, named Oedidee, a native ot Bola- 
fcola, and a near relation of the great Opoony, chief of that ifland. 

Soon after their arrival at Otaheite, they were informed that a (hip, about the lize or 
the Refolution, had been in at Owhairurua harbour, near the fouth-eaft end of the ifland, 
where flie remained about three weeks; and had been gone about three months. 1 hey 
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were told alfo that four of the natives were gone away in her, whofe names were De* 

bededea_ Paoodou— Tanadooee—and Opahiah.—At this time, they conjeftured this 

was a French fhip, but on their arrival at the Cape of Good Hope, they learned that 
Ihe was a Spaniard, which had been lent out from America. . ihe Otaheiteans com¬ 
plained of a difeafe communicated to them by the people in this {hip, which they faid 
affected the head, throat, and ftoniach, and at length killed them. They feemed to 
dread it much, and were continually enquiring if they had it.—This Ihip they diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Pahai no Pep-pie, (Ihip of Peppe) and called the difeafe Apa no 
Pep-pe, juft as they call the venereal difeafe Apa no Pretans, (Englifti difeafe), though 
they, to a man, fay it was brought to the ifle by M. de Bougainville ; but they thought 
M. de Bougainville came from P return, as well as every other fliip which has touched at 

the ifle. . , , .. 

The ifland of Otaheite, which in the year 1767 and 1768, as it were, fwarraed with 
hogs and fowls, was now fo ill fupplied with thefe animals, that hardly any thing could 
induce the owners to part with them. 

The people here feem to be as happy as any under heaven; and well they may, for they 
poffefs not only the neceffaries; but many of the luxuries of life in thegreateft profufion. 

As Captain Cook had fame reafon to believe, that amongft their religious cuftoms, 
human facrifices were fometimes confidered as neceffary, he went one day to a Marai 
in Matavia, in company with Captain Furneaux ; having with them, as they had upon, 
all other occafions, one of their own men who fpoke their language tolerably well, and 
feveral of the natives, one of whom appeared to be an intelligent lenlible man. In the 
Marai was a Tupapow, on which lay a dead corpfe and fome viands. He began with 
aiking queftions relating to the feveral obje&s before him ; if the plantains, &c. were 
for the Eatua ? If they facrificed to the Eatua, hogs, dogs, fowls, &c. To all of which 
he anfwered in the affirmative. 

The man of whom he made thefe enquiries, as well as fome others, took fome pains 
to explain this cuftom to them; but they were not mafters enough of their language to 
underhand them. He has fince learnt from Omai, that they offer human facrifices to 
the Supreme Being. — According to his account, what men {hall be fo facrificed, de¬ 
pends on the caprice of the high prieft, who, when they are affembled on any folemn 
occafion, retires alone into the houfe of God, and ftays (here fome time. When he 
comes out, he informs them that he has feen and converged with their great God, (the 
high prieft alone having that privilege,) and that he has afked for a human facrifice, and 
tells them that he has defired fuch a perfon, naming a man prefent, whom moft probably 
the prieft has an aniipathy againft. He is immediately killed, and fo falls a viflim to 
the prieft's refentment, who, no doubt (if neceffary) hasaddrefs enough to perfuade the 
people that he was a bad man. 

Great injuftice has been done to the women of Otaheite and the Society Ifles, by 
thofe who have reprefented them, without exception, as ready to grant the lafl favour 
to any man who will come up to their price. But this is by no means the cafe; the 
favours of married women, and alfo the unmarried of the better fort, are as difficult to 
be obtained here as in any other country whatever. Neither can the charge be under- 
ftood indifcriminately of the unmarried of the lower clafs, for many of thefe admit of 
no fuch familiarities. That there are proftitutes here as well as in other countries, is 
very true, perhaps more in proportion, and fuch were thofe who came on board the 
{hips, and frequented the poft the people had on {hore. By feeing thefe mix indifcri- 
minately with thofe of a different turn, even of the firft rank, one is, at firft, inclined to 
think that they are all difpofed the fame way, and that the only difference is in the price. 
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But the truth is, the woman who becomes a profit tute, does not feem, in their opinion* 
to have committed a crime of fo deep a dye as to exclude her from the efteem and fociety 
of the community in general* On the whole, a ftranger who vifits England, might 
with equal juflice, draw the characters of the women there, from thpfe which he might 
meet with on board the Clips in one of the naval ports, or in the purlieus of Covent- 
Garden and Drury-Lane. It muft, however, be allowed that they are completely 
verfed in the rt of coquetry, and that very few of them fix any bounds to their conver- 
fation. It is, therefore, no wonder that they have obtained the character of libertines. 

After leaving UHetea on the 17th of September 1773s they fleered to the 
weft, and at two o’clock P- M. on the 1 ft of Odtober, they faw the ifland of Middle- 
burg, bearing wefl-fouth-weft. As they approached the fhore, two canoes, each con¬ 
ducted by two or three men, came boldly along-fide, and fome of them entered the 
/hip without hefitation. This mark of confidence gave Captain Cook a good opinion 
©f thefe iflanders, and determined him to vifit them if poflible. They found good an¬ 
chorage, and came to in twenty-five fathoms water* They had fcarcely got to an 
anchor, before they were furrounded by a great number of canoes full of people, who 
had brought with them cloth and other curio fi ties, which they exchanged for nails, &c. 
Among them was one, whom* by the authority he feemed to have over the others, was 
found to be a chief ; and accordingly the captain made him a prefent of a hatchet, fpike- 
nails, and feveral other articles, with which be was highly pleafed. Thus he obtained 
the friend (hip of this chief, whofe name was Tioony* 

Soon after, a party of them embarked in two boats, in company with Tioony, who 
conducted them to a little creek formed by the rocks, right abreaft of the fhips, where 
landing was extremely eafy, and the boats fecure againft the furf. Here they found an 
immenfe crowd of people, who welcomed them on fhore with loud acclamations. Not 
one of them had fo much as a flick, or any other weapon in his hand ; an indubitable 
fign of their pacific intentions. They thronged fo thick round the boats with cloth, mat¬ 
ting, &c. to exchange for nails, that it was fome time before they could get room to 
land. They feemed to be more defirous to give than receive; for many who could not get 
near the boats, threw into them, over the others heads, whole bales of cloth, and then 
retired without either afking or waiting to get any thing in return. The chief conduded 
us to his houfe, about three hundred yards from the fea, at the head of a fine lawiv 
and under the (hade of fome {haddock trees. The fituadon was mofl delightful* In 
front was the fea, and the fhipe at anchor ; behind, and on each fide, were plantations, 
in which were fome of the richeft productions of nature. The floor was laid with mats, 
on which they were placed, and the people feated themfelves in a circle round them on 
the outfide. Having the bagpipes with them, Captain Cook ordered them to be played ; 
and, in return, the chief direfted three young women to fing a fong, which they did with 
a very good grace ; and having made each of them a prefent, this immediately let all the 
women in the circle a finging. Their fongs were mufical and harmonious. After 
fitting here fome time, they were conducted into one of the adjoining plantations, where 
the chief had another houfe, into which they were introduced. Bananoes and cocoa- 
nuts were fet before them to eat, and a bowl of liquor prepared in their prefence of the 
juice of eava for them to drink. But Captain Cook was the only one who tailed it; 
the manner of brewing it having quenched the thirft of every one elfe. The bowl was, 
however, foon emptied of its contents, of which both men and women partook. 

Before they had well viewed the plantation it was noon, and they returned on board 
to dinner, with the chief in their company. He fat at table but eat nothing ; which, as 
they had frelh pork roafled, was a little extraordinary. Near fome of the houfes, and 
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in the lanes that divided the plantations, were running about fonte hogs and very 
large fowls, which were the only domeftic animats they faw ; and thele they did not feem 
willing to part with, which determined them to leave this place. 

The evening brought every one on board, highly delighted with the country, and the 
very obliging behaviour of the inhabitants, who feemed to vie with each other in doing 
what they thought would give pleafure. Alter making the chief a prefent, confining 
of various articles, and an alfortment of garden-feeds. Captain Cook gave him to undei- 
fhmd that they were going away, at which he feemed not at all moved. While he was 
in the fliip, or in the boat, he conlinued.to change fifh-hooks lor naiis, and engroffed the 
trade in a manner wholly to himfelf; but when on fliore, he did not oiler to make the 
leaft exchange. 

As foon as the captain was on board, they made fail down to Amfterdam. 1 nree 
men belonging to Middleburg, who, by fome means or other, had been, left on board 
the Adventure, now quitted her, and fwarn to the fliore j not knowing that they 
intended to flop at this ifle, and having no inclination, as may be fuppofed, to go away 
with them. 

As foon as they opened the weft fide of the ifle, they were met by feveral canoes, each 
conducted by three or four men. They came boldly alongfide, prefented them with 
fome Eava root, and then came on board, without farther ceremony, inviting them by 
all the friendly figns they could make to go to their ifland, and pointing to the place 
where they lhould anchor ; at leaft they fc under flood them. After a few boards they 
anchored in Van Diemen’s Road, little more than a cable’s length from the breakers 
which line the coaft. 

After breakfaft Captain Cook landed, accompanied by Captain Furneaux, Mr. Forfter, 
and feveral of the officers ; having along with them a chief, or perfon ol fome note, 
whofe name was Attago, who had attached himfelf to the captain from the firft moment 
of his coming on board, which was before they anchored. 

As foon as they were landed, all the gentlemen fet out into the country, accompa¬ 
nied by fome of the natives. But the molt of them remained with Captain Furneaux 
and Captain Cook,, who amufed themfelves fome time in diftributing prefents amongft 
the natives. 

After walking a little way into the country they returned to the landing-place, and 
there found Mr. Wales in a laughable though diftreffed fituation. T he boats which 
brought them on fhore not being able to get near the landing-place, for want of a fuf- 
ficient depth of water, he pulled of his fhoes and ftockings to walk through ; and as foon 
as he got on dry land, he put them down between his legs to put on again, but they 
were inftantly fnatched away by a perfon behind him, who immediately mixed with the 
crowd. It was impoflible for him to follow the man barc-footed over the fliarp coral 
rocks which compofe the fliore, without having his feet cut to pieces. The boat was 
put back to the Blip, his companions had each made his way through the crowd, and he 
left in this condition alone. The chief foon found out the thief, and recovered his fhoes 
and ftockings. The old chief probably thinking they might want water on board, he 
conduced them to a plantation hard by, and fliewed them a pool of frefli water, though 
they hadnot made the leaft enquiry after any. 

From hence they were conducted down to the fliore of Maria Bay, or north-eaftfide 
of the ifle; where, in a boat-houfe, was fhewn a fine large double canoe not yet launched. 
The chief did not fail to make them fenfible it belonged to himfelf. 

Mr. Forfter and his party fpent the day in the country botanifing, and feveral of the 
officers were out fhooung. All of them were very civilly treated by the natives. A 
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boat from each fhip was employed trading on lhore, and bringing off their cargoes as 
foon as they were laden, which was generally in a ihort time. By this method they 
got cheaper and with lets trouble, a good quantity of fruit, as well as other refrefli- 
ments, from people who had no canoes to carry them off to the fhips. 

Pretty early in the morning, the 5th of October, the pinnace was lent affiore to trade 
as ufual; but foon returned. The officer informed the captain that the natives were 
for taking every thing out of the boat, and, in other refpects, were very troublefome. 
The day before, they Hole the grappling at the time the boat was riding by it, and 
carried it off undifcovered. It was now judged necefiary to have a guard on lhore, 
to protect the boats and people whofe bufinefs required their being there; accord¬ 
ingly, they fent a few of the marines, under the command of Lieutenant 
Edgecumbe. 

The different trading parties were fo fuccefsful as to procure for both fliips a tolerable 
good fupply of refreftiments ; in confequence of which. Captain Cook, the next 
morning, gave every one leave to purchafe what curiofuies they pleated. After this, 
it was aftonilhing to fee with what eagernefs every one caught at every thing he faw. 
It even went fo far as to become the ridicule of the natives, who offered pieces of flicks 
and ftones to exchange. One waggifh boy took a piece of human excrement on the 
end of a flick, and held it out to every one he met with. 

A man got into the mailer’s cabin, through the outfide fcuttle, and took out feme 
books and other things. He was difeovered juft as he was getting out into his canoe, 
and purfued by one of the boats, which obliged him to quit the canoe and take to the 
water. The people in the boat made feveral attempts to lay hold on him; but he as 
often dived under the boat, and at laft unfhipped the rudder, which rendered her 
ungovernable; by this means he got clear off. Some other very daring thefts 
were committed at the landing-place. One fellow took a feaman’s jacket out of 
the boat, and carried it off, in fpite of all that the people in her could do. Till 
he was purfued and fired at by them, he would not part with it; nor would he 
have done it then, had not his landing been intercepted by fome of the crew who 
were on lhore. The reft of the natives, who were very numerous, took very 
little notice of the whole tranfaftion; nor were they the leaft alarmed when the man 
was fired at. 

Attago vifited Captain Cook again the next morning, the 7th, and brought with him 
a hog, and aflifted him in purchafing feveral more. This day the captain was told by 
the officers who were on lhore, that a far greater man than any they had yet feen was 
come to pay them a vifit. Mr. Pickerfgill informed them that he had feen him in the 
country, and found that he was a man of fome confequence, by the extraordinary 
refpedl paid to him by the people. Some, when they approached him, fell on their 
faces, and put their head between their feet; and no one durft pafs him without 
permiffion. Mr. Pickerfgill, and another of the gentlemen, took hold of his arms, 
and conduced him down to the landing-place, where the captain found him feated 
with fo much fullen and ftupid gravity, that notwithftanding what had been told him, 
he really took him for an ideot, whom the’ people, from fome fuperftitious notions 
were ready to worlhip. He faluted and fpoke to him ; but he neither anfwered, nor 
took the leaft notice of him or any one; nor did he alter a Angle feature in his coun¬ 
tenance. This confirmed him in his opinion, and he was juft going to leave him, 
when-one of the natives undertook to undeceive him; which he did in fuch a manner 
as left no room to doubt that he was the king, or principal man on the illand. Ac¬ 
cordingly he made him a prefent, which conlifted of a fhirt, an axe, a piece of red 
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cloth, a looking-glafs, fome nails, medals, and beads. He received thefe tilings, or 
rather differed them to be put upon him, and laid by him, without lofing a bit of his 
gravity, fpeaking one word, or turning his head either to the right or left j fitting the 
whole time like a ftatue; in which fituation he left him, to return on board, and he 
foon after retired. The captain had not been long on board before word was brought 
that a quantity of provifions had come from this chief. A boat was fent to bring it 
■from the fhore; and it confifted of about twenty bafkets of roafted bananoes, lour 
bread and yams, and a roafted pig of about twenty pounds weight. Mr. Edgecumbe 
.and his party were juft re-imbarking when thefe were brought to the water-tide, and 
•the bearers faid it was a prefent from the Areeke, that is, the king of the itiand, to the 
Areeke of the Ihip. After this they were no longer to doubt the dignity of this fullen 
■chief, whofe name was Kohagee-too-Fallangou. 

The captain went on thore, and made this great man a fuitable return, and imme¬ 
diately prepared for quitting the place. In heaving in the coafting cable, it parted 
in the middle of its length, being chafed by the rocks. By this accident they loft the 
other half, together with the anchor, which lay in forty fathoms water, without any 
buoy to it. The beft bower cable fuffered alfo by the rocks ; by which a judgment 
may be formed of this anchorage. At ten o'clock they got under fail. The fupplies 
they got at this ifle were about one hundred and fifty pigs, twice that number of fowls, 
ns many bananoes and cocoa-nuts as they could find room for, with a few yams; and 
had their ftay been -longer, they, no doubt, might have got a great deal more. 

Thefe iflands were firft difcovered by Captain Tafinan in January 1642-3 ; and, by 
him called Amfter-dam and Middleburg. But the former is called by the natives 
Ton-ga-ta-bu, the latter Ea-oo-wee. 

The produce and cultivation of Middleburgh and Amfterdam are the fame; with 
this difference, that a part only of the former, whereas the whole of the latter, is 
cultivated. The lanes or roads neceffary for travelling are laid out in fo judicious a 
manner as to open a free and eafy communication from one part of the ifland to 
the other. Here are no towns or villages, moft of the houfes are built in the plant¬ 
ations, with no other order than what convenience requires; they are neatly con- 
Jlrufted, but do not exceed thofe in the other ifles- The materials of which they are 
built are the fame ; and fome little variation in the difpofition of the framing is all the 
•difference in their conftru&ion. The floor is a little raffed, and covered with thick 
ftrong mats 4 the fame fort of matting ferves to inclofe them on the windward fide; 
the other being open. They have little areas before the moft of them, which are 
generally planted round with trees, or ihrubs of ornament, whofe fragrancy perfumes 
the very air in which they breathe. Their houfehold furniture confifts of a few 
wooden platters, cocoa-nut-thefts, and fome wooden pillows fhaped like four-footed 
ftools or forms. Their common clothing, with the addition of a mat, ferves them for 
■bedding. 

They faw no other domeftic animals amongft them but hogs and fowls. The former 
are of the fame fort as at the other ifles in this lea; but the latter are far fuperior, 
being as large as any we have in Europe, and their flefli equally good, if not better. 
They faw no rats in thefe ifles, nor any other wild quadrupeds except fmall lizards. 
The land birds are pigeons, turtle-doves, parrots, paroquets, owls, bald couts with a 
blue plumage, a variety of fmall birds, and large bats in abundance. The produce of 
the fea they knew but little of: it is reafonable to foppofe that the fame forts of filh 
are found here as at the other ifles. Their fifhing inftnaments are the fame; that is, 
hooks made of mother-of-pearl, gigs with two, three, or more prongs, and nets made 
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of a very fine thread, with the meihes wrought exa&ly like thofe of Europe. But 
nothing can be a more demonftrative evidence of their ingenuity than the conftru&ion 
and make of their canoes, which, in point of neatnefs and workmanftnp, exceed every 
thing of the kind they faw in this fea. They are built of ieveral pieces, fewed together 
with bandage, in fo neat a manner, that on the outfide it is difficult to fee the joints. 
All the faltenings are on the infide, and pafs through kantsor ridges, which are wrought 
on the edges and ends of the l’everal boards which compofe the veffel, for that purpofe. 
At each end is a kind of deck one third part of the whole length, and open in the 
middle. In fome, the middle of the deck is decorated with a row of white (hells, fluck 
on little pegs wrought out of the fame piece which compofes it. Thele fingle canoes 
have all out-riggers, and are fometimes navigated with fails, but more generally with 
paddles, the blades of which are fliort, and broadeft in the middle. The two veffels 
which compofe the double canoe are each about fixty or feventy feet long, and four or 
five broad in the middle; and each end terminates nearly in a point; fo that the body 
or hull differs a little in conftruftion from the fingle canoe, but is put together exactly 
in the fame manner ; thefe having a riling in the middle round the open part, in the 
form of a long trough, which is made of boards clofely fitted together, and well fe- 
cured to the body of the veffel. Two fuch veffels are fattened together parallel to each 
other, about fix feet afunder, by ftrong crofs beams, feeured by bandages, to fupport 
the upper part of the rifings above mentioned. Over thefe beams and others, which 
are fupported by flantions fixed on the bodies of the canoes, is laid a boarded platform. 
All the parts which compofe the double canoe, are made as ftrong and light as the 
nature of the work will admit, and may be immerged in water to the very platform, 
without being in danger of filling. Jsior is it poflible, under any circumftance whatever,' 
for them to fink, fo long as they hold together. Thus they are not only made veffels 
of burden, but fit for diftant navigation. They are rigged with one malt, which fteps 
upon the platform, and can eafily be raifed or taken down; and are failed with a 
latteen fail, or triangular one, extended by a long yard, which is a little bent or 
crooked. 

The fail is made of mats; the rope they made ufe of is laid exactly like thofe of 
Europe, and fome of it is four or five-inch. On the platform is built a little fhed or 
hut, which lcreens the crew from the fun and weather, and ferves for other purpofes. 
They alfo carry a moveable fire-hearth, which is a fquare but fhallow trough of wood, 
filled with ftones. The way into the hold of the canoe is from off the platform, down 
a fort of uncovered hatchway, in which they ftand to bail out the water. r ihefe veflels 
are navigated either end foremoft, and that, in changing tacks, they have only occafion 
to ftiift or jib round the fail; but of this Captain Cook fays he was not certain, as he 
had not then feen any under fail, or with the maft and fail an end, but what were a 
confiderable diftance from him. 

Their working tools are made of (tone, bones, (hells, &c. as at the other iflands. 
When they viewed the work which is performed with thefe tools, they were itruck 
with admiration at the ingenuity and patience of the workman. I heir knowledge or 
the utility of iron was no more than fufficient to teach them to prefer nails to beads, 
and fuch trifles; fome, but a very few, would exchange a pig for a large nail, or a 
hatchet. Old jackets, (hirts, cloth, and even rags, were in more efteem than the bed 
edge-tool they could give them ; confequently they got but few axes but what were 
prefents. The nails which were given by the officers and crews of both (hips for 
£uriofities, &c. with thofe given for refreftunents, amount to no lefs than five hundred 
vol xi. 4 g weight. 
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weight, great and fmall. The only piece of iron they faw among them was a fmal! 

broad awl, which had been made of a nail. _ . 

Both men and women are of a common fize with Europeans ; and their colour is 
that of a lightifh copper, and more uniformly fo than amongft the inhabitants of 
O'aheite and the Society ifles. The women are the memeft creatures they ever met 
with, and will keep chattering by one’s fide, without the lead invitation, or confidermg 
\vhc1h0r they Ere underlined, provided one does but feempleEfed with them. In genetai 
they appeared to be modeft, although there was no want of thofe of a different damp - 
and as they had yet feme venereal complaints on board. Captain Cook took all pofhble 
care to prevent the diforder being communicated to them. Upon mod occafions they 
diewed a drong propenfity to pilfering; in which they were full as expert as the 

Otaheiteans. , , . ™ 

They have fine eyes, and in general good teeth, even to an advanced age. 1 he 
cadom of tattowing, or punauring the fkin, prevails. The men are tattowed from 
the middle of the thigh to above the hips. The women have it only on their arms and 

fingers; and there but very llighrly. . , . , 

The drefs of both fexes confids of a piece of cloth, or matting, wrapped round the 
waid, and hanging down below the knees. From the waid, upwards, they are generally 
naked ^ and - feenied to be a cuftoni to anoint thefe pans eveiy morning. My friend 
Actago never failed to do it 5 but whether out of reipett to nic, or from cultom* I 
will not pretend to fay; though I rather think from the latter, as he was not Angular 

Them ornaments are amulets, necklaces, and bracelets of bones, fhells, and beads 
of mother of pearl, tortoife-fhell, &c. which are worn by both fexes. They make va¬ 
rious forts of matting ; fome of a very fine texture, which is generally ufed for clothing; 
and the thick and dronger fort ferves to fleep on, and to make tails to r their canoes, 
&c. Among other ufeful utenfils, they have various forts of balkets ; fome made of 
the lame materials as their mats ; and others of the twided fibres of cocoa-nuts, i hefe 
are not only durable but beautiful, being generally compofed of different colours, and 
dudded with beads made of feeds or bones. They have many little nick-nacks amongd 
them ; which ihew that they neither want fade to defign, nor fkill to execute, what¬ 
ever they take in hand. • _ 

The women frequently entertained them with fongs, in a manner which was agreeable 
enough. They accompany the mufic by fnapping their fingers, fo as to keep time to 
it. Not only their voices,'but their mulic was very harmonious, and they have a con- 
fid er able compafs in their notes. Their only indruments are a flute and a drum. 

The common method of foluting one another is by touching or meeting nofes, as is 
done in New Zealand ; and their fign of peace to ftrangers, is the difplaying a white 
flag or flags; at lead fuch were difplayed to them when they fird drew near the Ihore. 
From their unfofpicious manner of coming on board, and of receiving them at fil'd 
on fhore, it appears they are ieldom didurbed by either foreign or domedic troubles. 
They are, however, not unprovided wdth very formidable weapons; fuch as clubs 
and fpears, made of hard wood ; alfo bows and arrows. The clubs are from three to 
five feet in length, and of various fbapes. Some of their fpears have many barbs, and 
mud be very dangerous weapons where they take effect. 

They have a lingular cudom of putting every thing you give, them to their heads, by 
way of thanks. Very often the women would take hold of Captain Cook’s hand, kits 
it, and lift it to their heads. 

A very 
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A very peculiar barbarifm prevails in thefe files. They obferved that the greater part 
of the people, both men and women, had loll one, or both their little fingers.* They 
endeavoured, but in vain, to find out the reafon of this mutilation ; for no one would 
take any pains to inform them. It was neither peculiar to rank, age, or fex : nor is 
it done at any certain age, as they faw thofe of all ages on whom the amputation had 
been juft made ; and, except foine young children, they found few who had both 
hands perfect. As it was more common among the aged than the young, fame were 
of opinion that it was occafioned by the death of their parents or fome other near re¬ 
lation. But Mr. Wales one day met with a man, whofe hands were both perfect, of 
fuch an advanced age, that it was hardly poffible his parents could be living. They 
alfo bum or make incifions in their cheeks, near the cheek-bone. The reafon of this 
was equally unknown. In fome, the wounds were quite frelh ; in others, they could 
only be known by the fears, or colour of the (kin. They all appeared heajthy, ftrong, 
and vigorous; a proof of the goodnefs of the climate in which they live. 

They made fail to the fouthward, having a gentle gale at fouth-eaft-by-eaft, it being 
Captain Cook’s intention to proceed directly to Queen Charlotte’s Sound in New 
Zealand, there to take in wood and water, and then to go on farther difeoveries to the 
ibuth and eaft. He was very defirous of having fome intercourfe with the natives of 
this country, as far to the north as poffible; that is about Poverty or Tolaga Bays, 
where he apprehended they were more civilized than at Oueen Charlotte’s Sound, in 
order to give them fome hogs, fowls, feeds, roots, &c. which he had provided for the 
purpofe. They arrived on the 21ft, and flood as near the fhore as they could with 
fafety. They obferved feveral people upon it, but none attempted to come cfF to 
them. As foon as the Adventure was up with them, they made fail for Cape Kid¬ 
nappers. which they palled at five o’clock in the morning, and continued their courfe 
along-fhore till nine, when, being about three leagues fit or t .of Black-head, they faw 
fome canoes put off from the (bore. Upon this they brought to, in order to give them 
time to come on board. 

Thofe in the firft canoe, which came along-fide, were fifliers, and exchanged fome 
fifli for pieces of cloth and nails. In the next were two men who, by their drefs and 
behaviour, feemed to be chiefs. Thefe two were eafily prevailed on to come on board, 
when they were prefepted with nails and other articles. They were fo fond of nails, as 
to feize on all they could find, and with fuch eagernefs as plainly (hewed they were the 
mod valuable things they could give them. To the principal of thefe two men Captain 
Cook gave the pigs, fowls, feeds, and roots. At firft, he did not think it was meant 
to give them to him; for he took but little notice of them, till he was fatisfied they 
were for himfelf; nor was he then in fuch rapture as when he gave him a fpike-nail 
half the length of his arm. However, at his going away, the captain took notice 
that he very well remembered how many pigs and fowls had been given him, as he 
took care to have them all collected together, and kept a watchful eye over them, left 
any fhould be taken away. lie made a proinife not to kill any ; and if he keeps his 
word, and proper care is taken of them, there were enough to flock the whole ifland 
in due time, being two boars, two lows, four hens, two cocks. The feeds were fuch 
as are moll ufeful, viz. wheat, French and kidney beans, peafe, cabbage, turnips, 
onions, carrots, parfnips, yams, &c. With thefe articles they were difmifled- It was 
evident thefe people had not forgot the Endeavour being on their coaft^ for the firft 
words they fpoke were, “ Mataou no te pow pow,” (We are afraid of the guns.) As they 

* This enftom is not peculiar to the inhabitants of the Friendly files. Sec Recherche* Philofophiques 
fur lea Amcricains. tons. it. n. sec, fee. 

could 
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could be no ftrangers to the affair which happened off Cape Kidnapper in the former 
voyage, experience had taught them to have fume regard to thefe inffruments of death. 

They now flretched to the fouthward; prefently after violent weather came on, and 
for two days they were beating up againft a hard gale. When they arrived juft in fight 
of port, they had the mortification to be driven off from the land by a iurious ftorm. 
Two favourable circumftances attended it, which gave them fome confolation; it was 
fair over-head, and they were not apprehenfive of a lee-fhore. 

They continued to combat tempeltuous weather till the 30th, when they loft fight of 
the Adventure. In the afternoon the gale abated. Captain Cook now regretted the 
lofs of her; for had fhe been with him, he fhould have given up all thoughts of going 
to Queen Charlotte’s Sound to wood and water, and have fought for a place to get 
thefe articles farther fouth,as the wind was now favourable for ranging along the coaft. 
But their reparation made it neceflary for him to repair to the Sound, that being the 
place of rendezvous. 

As they approached the land they faw fmoke in feveral places along the fhore ; a 
fure fign that the coaft was inhabited. They continued to Hand to the eaftward all 
night, in hopes of meeting with the Adventure in the morning, the 31ft of October. 

Seeing nothing of her then, they wore and brought-to under the fore fail and mizen- 
ftay-fail, the wind having increafed to a perfect ftorm. At fix o’clock in the evening 
the wind quite ceafed ; but this only proved a momentary repofe ; for, prefently after, 
it began to blow with redoubled fury, and obliged them to lie to under the mizen- 
ftay-fail, in which fituation they continued till midnight, when the ftorm leffened; and 
two hours after it fell calm. 

On the 1 ft of November, at four o’clock in the morning, the calm was fucceeded 
by a breeze from the fouth. Soon after it increafed to a frefh gale, attended with 
hazy rainy weather, which gave them hopes that the north-weft winds were done; 
for it mull be obferved, they were not wanting in taking immediate advantage of this 
favourable wind, by fetting all their fails, and fleering for Cape Campbell, which at 
noon bore north, diftant three or four leagues. At two o’clock they paffed the Cape, 
and entered the Strait with a brilk gale a-ftern, and fo likely to continue, that they 
thought of nothing lefs than reaching their port the next morning. Once more they 
were deceived; at fix o’clock, being oft' Cloudy Bay, the favourable wind was fuc¬ 
ceeded by one from the north, which foon after veered to north-weft, and increafed to 
a frefh gale. Next morning they ftretched over for the fhore of Eaheinomawe. At 
fun-rife the horizon being extraordinary clear to leeward, they looked well out for the 
Adventure ; but as they faw nothing of her, judged lhe had got into the Sound. As 
they approached the above-mentioned fhore, they difcovered on the eaft fide of Cape 
Teerawhitte, a new inlet they had never obferved before, into which they entered and 
call anchor. ^ 

Soon after they had anchored, feveral of the natives came off in their canoes; two 
from one fhore, and one from the other. It required but little addrefs to get three or 
four of them on board. Thefe people were extravagantly fond of nails above every 
other thing. To one man the captain gave two cocks and two hens, which he received 
with fo much indifference, as gave little hopes he would take proper care of them. 

They had not been at anchor here above two hours, before the wind veered to 
north-eaft, with which they weighed, and fleered to the Sound, where they arrived juft 
at dark, with mofl of their fails fplit, and anchored in eight fathoms water. 

The next morning, the 3d of November, the gale abated, and was fucceeded by 
a few hours calm; after that a breeze fprung up at north-weft, with which they weighed 
and ran up into Ship Cove, where they did not find the Adventure, as was expected. 

9 The 
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The firft thing they did, after mooring the fhip, was to unbend all the fails; there 
not being one but what wanted repair. In the afternoon they gave orders for all the 
empty water-cafks to be landed, in order to be repaired, cleaned and filled ; tents to 
be fet up for the fail-makers, coopers, and others, whofe bufmefs made it necefiary 
for them to be on fiiore. The next day they began to caulk the fhip*s fides and decks, 
to overhaul her rigging, repair the fails, cut wood for fuel, and fet up the fmith’s 
forge to repair the iron-work j all of which were abfolutely neceffary. 

On the 5th, (the moft part of their bread being in calks), they ordered fome to be 
opened, when, to their mortification, they found a good deal of it damaged. To 
repair this Iofs in the belt manner they could, all the calks were opened, the bread was 
picked, and the copper oven fet up, to bake fuch parcels of it, as, by that means, 
could be recovered. Some time this morning the natives Hole, out of one of the 
tents, a bag of clothes belonging to one of the feamen. As foon as the captain was 
informed ol it, he went to them in anuadjoining cove, demanded the clothes again, and 
after fome time fpent in friendly application, recovered them. 

With thefe people they faw the youngeft of the two fows Captain Furneaux had put 
on fhore in Cannibal Cove, when they were lafl here ; it was lame of one of its hind 
legs, otherwife in good cafe, and very tame. If they underftood thefe people right, 
the boar and other fow were alfo taken away and feparared, but not killed. They were 
likewife told, that the two goats they had put on fhore up the Sound, had been killed 
by that old rafcal Goubiah. Thus all their endeavours to flock this country with ufeful 
animals were likely to be frustrated, by the very people they meant to ferve. The 
gardens had fared fomewhat better. Every thing in them, except the potatoes, they 
had left entirely to Nature, who had a£ted her part fo well, that they found moft 
articles in a fiourifhing ftate; a proof that the winter mu ft have been mild. The potatoes 
had moft of them been dug up; fome, however, ftill remained, and were growing, 
though, it is probable, they will never be got out of the ground. 

Next morning the captain went over to the cove, where the natives refided, to haul 
the feme j and took with him a boar and a young fow, two cocks and two hens, they 
had brought from the ifles. Thefe he gave to the natives, being perfuaded they would 
take proper care of them, by their keeping Captain Furneaux’s fow near five months. 
'When they were purchafing fifh of thefe people they (hewed a great inclination to pick 
pockets, and to take away the fifh with one hand, which they had juft fold or bartered 
with the other. This evil one of the chiefs undertook to remove, and with fury in 
his eyes made a ftiew of keeping the people at a proper diftanee, The captain fays, 
ttf I applauded hisconduft, but at the fame time kept fo good a look-out, as to detect 
him in picking my pocket of a handkerchief, which I fuffered him to put in his 
bofom before I feemed to know any thing of the matter, and then told him what I 
had loft. He feemed quite ignorant and innocent, til! I took it from him ; and then 
he put it oft' with a laugh, a£ting his part with fo much addrefs, that it was hardly 
poffible for me to be angry with him \ fo that we remained good friends, and he 
accompanied me on board to dinner.” About that time, they were vifited by feveral 
flrangers in four or five canoes, who brought with them fifh and other articles, which’ 
they exchanged for cloth, &c. Thefe new-comers took up their quarters in a cove 
near the tents*, but very early the next morning moved off with fix fmall water-calks, 
and with them all the people they found here on their arrival. This precipitate retreat 
of thefe lafl, they fuppofed, was owing to the theft the others had committed. They 
left behind them fome of their dogs, and the boar that had been given them the 
day before, which the captain now took back again, as he had not another. The calks 

were 
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were the leaft lofs felt by thefe people Leaving them ; while they remained they were 
generally well fupplied with fi(h, at a fmall ex pence. 

In unpacking the bread, four thoufand tWo hundred and ninety-two pounds they 
found totally unfit to eat, and about three thoufand pounds more could only be eaten 
by people in their fituation. 

The 15th being a pleafant morning, a party went over to tne Eatt Bay, and climbed 
one of the hills which overlooked the eaftern part of the {trait, in oidei to look lor the 
Adventure. They had a fatiguing walk to little purpofe ; for when they came to the 
fumtrnt, they found the eaftern horizon fo foggy that they could not fee above two miles. 
Mr. Forfter, who was one of the party, profited by this excurfion, in collecting fame 
new plants. They now began to defpair of feeing the Adventure any more, and was 
totally at a lofs to conceive what was beome ol her. ■, 

From this day to the 22d nothing remarkable happened, and they were occupied in 
getting every thing in readinefs to put to tea, being refolved to wait no longer than the 

affigned time for the Adventure. , 

Very early in the morning they were vifited by a number of the natives, 111 tour or 
five canoes, very few of whom they had feen before. They brought with them various 
articles (curiofities) which they exchanged for Otaheitean cloth, &c. At firft the 
exchanges were very much in thefailors > favour, till an old man, who was no ftranger, 
came and affifted his countrymen with his advice ; which, in a moment, turned the 

trade above a thoufand per cent, again ft them. . 

After thefe people were gone, the captain took four hogs, (that is, three lows and 
one boar) two cocks and two liens, which he landed in the bottom of the Weft Bay, 
carrying them a little way into the woods, where he left them as much food as would 
ferve them ten or twelve days. This was done with a view of keeping them in the 
woods, left they fhould come down to the fhore in fearch of food, and be difcovered by 
the natives. 

Having now put the fliip in a condition for fea, and to encounter the louthem lati¬ 
tudes, the tents were ftruck and every thing got on board. ^ 

The boatfwain, with a party of men, being in the woods cutting broom y fome or ttiem 
found a private hut of the natives, in which was depofited moft of the treafure they had 
received from them, as well as fome other articles of their own. It is very probable 
fome were fet to watch this hut; as, foon after it was difcovered, they came, and took 
all away. But miffing fome things, they told fome of the Tailors they had ftolen them; 
and, in the evening, came and made their complaint to Captain Cook, pitching upon 
one of the party as the perfon who had committed the theft. Having ordered this man 
to be punifhed before them, they went away feemingly fatisfied, although they did not 
recover any of the things they had loft, nor could by any means find out what had 
become of them; though nothing was more certain than that fomething had been ftolen 
by fome of the party, if not by the very man the natives pitched upon. It was ever a 
maxim with the captain to punilh the leaft crimes any ol his people committed againft 
thefe uncivilized nations. Their robbing them with impunity is, by no means, a effi¬ 
cient reafon why the Europeans fhould treat thefe uninformed people in the fame 
manner. 

Calm light airs from the north, all day, on the 23d, hindered them from putting to 
fea, as intended. In the afternoon, fome of the officers went on ftiore to amufe them- 
felves among the natives, where they faw the head and bowels of a youth, who had lately 
been killed,°lying on the beach ; and the heart ftuck on a forked flick, which was fixed 
to the head of one of the largeft canoes. One of the gentlemen bought the head and 

brought 
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brought it on board, where a piece of the flelh was broiled and eaten by one of the na¬ 
tives, before all the officers and molt of the men. Captain Coolc was on ffiore at this 
time, but foon after returning on board, was informed of the above circumftanee; and 
found the quarter-deck crowded with the natives, and the mangled head, or rather part 
of it, (for the under jaw and lip were wanting) lying on the tafferal. The fkull had 
been broken on the left fide, juft above the temples ; and the remains of the face had 
all the appearance of a youth under twenty. 

1 he fight of the head, and the relation of the above circumftances, (truck him with 
horror, and fdled his mind with indignation againft thefe cannibals. Curiofity, how¬ 
ever, got the better of his indignation, efpecially when he confidered that it would avail 
but little; and being defirous of becoming an eye-witnefs of a fact which many doubted, 
he ordered a piece of the flelh to be broiled and brought to the quarter-deck, where one 
of thefe cannibals eat it with fiirprifmg avidity. This had fo great an effect on fome of 
the failors as to make them lick, Jl his youth had been killed in a Ikirmilh between 
two parties. 

That the New Zealanders are cannibals, can now no longer be doubted. The ac¬ 
count given of this in Captain Cook's former voyage being partly founded on circum¬ 
ftances, was, as he afterwards underftood, difcredited by inany perfons. Few confider 
what a favage man is in his natural ftate, and even after he is in fome degree civilized. 

On the 25th, they weighed, with a final! breeze, out of the cove. The morning be¬ 
fore they failed. Captain Cook wrote a memorandum, fetting forth the time he arrived, 
ihe day he failed, the route he intended to take, and luch other information as he thought 
neceftary for Captain Furneaux, in cafe he Ihould. pat into the Sound j and buried 
it in a bottle under the root of a tree in the garden, which is at the bottom of the cove, 
in luch a manner as mull be found by him or any European who might put into 
the cove. 

At day-light in the morning on the 26th they made fail round Cape Pallifer, firing 
guns as ufual, as they ran along the ffiore. In this manner they proceeded till they were 
three or four leagues to the north-eaft of the Cape. 

Every one being unanimoully of opinion that the Adventure could neither be ftranded 
on the coaft, nor be in any of the harbours thereof, they gave up looking for her, and 
all thoughts of feeing her any more during the voyage, as no rendezvous was abfolutely 
fixed upon after leaving New Zealand. 

On quitting the coalt, and coniequently all hopes of their being joined by their con- 
fort, not a man was dejected, or thought the dangers they had yet to go through, were in 
the leaft increafed by being alone. 

On the 14th of December they fell in with feveral large illands of ice, and, about 
noon, with a quantity of loofe ice through which they failed. Grey albatrofies, blue 
peterels, pintadoes, and fulmers, were feen. 'As they advanced to the fouth-eaft-by- 
eaft, with a frelh gale at weft, they found the number of ice-iilands increafe fall;, alfo a 
confiderable quantity of loofe ice. They tacked, ftretched to the north, and foon got 
clear of it, but not before they had received feveral hard knocks from the larger pieces, 
which, with ail their care, they couki not avoid. After clearing one danger they ftill 
had another to encounter ; the weather remained foggy, and many large illands lay in 
their way; fo that they had to luff for one, and bear up for another. One they were 
very near falling aboard of; and if it had happened, this circumftanee would never have 
been related. Thefe difficulties determined them to get more to the north. 

On the 17th they took fome ice out of the fea into their boats, for the ufe of the (hip, 
but it proved to be none-of the beft, being chiefly compofed of frozen fnowj on which 
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account if was porus, and imbibed a good deal of fait water : but this drained oft, after 
lying awhile on the deck, and the water then yielded was ixefti. 1 hey continued to 
ft retch to the eaft, with a cold northerly wind, attended with a thick fog, fnow, and 
fleet, that decorated all their rigging with icicles. # 

On the 2 iff, they very fuddenly got in amongft a clufter of very large ice iflands, 
and avail quantity of loofe pieces; and as the fog was exceedingly thick, it was with 
the utmoft difficulty they wore clear of them. 

On the 23d, the wind being pretty moderate, and the fea frnooth, they brought-to, at 
the outer edge of the ice, hoifted out two boats, and fent to take feme up. ihe Inow 
froze to the rigging as it fell, making the ropes like wires, and the lails like boards or 

plates of metal. f " 

While they were taking up ice, they got two of the antarftic peterels. They are 
about the fizeofa large pigeon ; the feathers of the head, back, and part of the upper 
ftde of the wings, are of a light brown ; the belly and under fide of the wings white; 
the tail feathers are alfo white, but tipped with brown. f l hefe birds are fuller of lea¬ 
thers than any they had hitherto feen; fuch care lias nature taken to clothe them, 
fuitable to the climate in which they live. They alfo faw a very large feal, which kept 
playing about for fomc time. One of their people who had been at Greenland, called it 
a fea-horfe ; but every one elfe who faw it, took it for what it really was. 

In the morning of the 26th, the whole fea was in a manner covered with ice, 200 
large iflands and upwards being feen within theconipafs of four or five miles. 

On the 3pth, feveral whales where feen playing about the fhip, but very few birds; 
iflands of ice in plenty* ^ , 

On the 30th of January, 1774* at four o’clock in the morning, they perceived the 
clouds, over the horizon to the fouth, to be of an unufual fnpw-white brightnefs, which 
they knew denounced their approach to field-ice. Soon after, it was feen from the 
top-maft-head ; and at eight o’clock, they were clofe to its edge. 

It extended eaft and weft, far beyond the reach of their fight. In the fituation they 
were in, juft the fouthem half of the horizon was illuminated by the rays of light re¬ 
flected from the ice, to a confxderable height. Ninety-feven ice-hills were diftinclly feen 
within the field, befide thofe on the outfide; many of them very large, and looking like 
a ridge of mountains, riling one above another till they were loft in the clouds* Jhe 
outer or northern edge of this iinmenfe field was compofed of loofe or broken ice clofe 
packed together, fo that it was not poffible for any thing to enter it. 1 his was about 
a mile broad ; within which was folid ice in one continued compact body. It was 
rather low and flat (except the hills), but feemed toincreafe in height to die fouth; in 
which direction it extended beyond their fight. Such mountains of ice as thefe, were, 
Captain Cook believes, never feen in the Greenland feas ; at leaft, not that he ever heard 
or read of; fo that he cannot draw a comparifon between the ice here and there. 

The captain fays, u I will not fay it was impoflible apy where to get farther to the 
fouth ; but the attempting it would have been a dangerous and raft enterprise^ and 
what, I believe no man in my fituation would have thought of. I, who had ambition 
not only to go farther than any one had been before, but as far as it was poffible for man 
to go, was not forry at meeting with this interruption ; as it in feme meafure relieved 
us; at leaft, fhortened the dangers andhardfhips infeparable from the navigation of the 
fouthern polar regions. Since therefore we could not proceed one inch farther to the 
fouth, no other reafon need be afSgned for my tacking and Handing back to the north.” 

The captain now came to a refolution to proceed to the north, and to fpend the enfu* 
Ing winter within the tropic, if he met with no employment before he came there, as 
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he was now well fatisfied no continent was to be found in this ocean, but what mud lie 
fo far to the fouth as to be totally inacceflible on account of ice ; and that if one Ihould 
be found in the Southern Atlantic Ocean, it would be neceffary to have the whole 
fummer before them to explore it. 

They now fleered north, inclining to the eaft, and in the evening they were over¬ 
taken by a furious florin at weft-fouth-weft attended with fnow and fleet. It came fo 
fuddenly upon them, that before they could take in their fails, two old top-fails, which 
they had bent to the yards, were blown to pieces, and the other fails much damaged. 

On the 20th of February, as they advanced to the north, they felt a molt fenfible 
change in the weather. They fleered weft-fouth-weft, which they thought the moil 
probable direction to find land. 

On the 25 th, Captain Cook was taken ill of the bilious cholic, which was fo violent 
as to confine him to his bed; fo that the management of the (hip was left to 
Mr. Cooper, the firft officer, who conducted her much to his fatisfa&ion. It was 
feveral days before the molt dangerous fymptoms of his diforder were removed; during 
which time Mr. Patten, the furgeon, was to him not only a Ikilful phyfician, but an 
affedlionate nurfe. When he began to recover, a favourite dog belonging to Mr, 
Forfter fell a facrifice to his tender ftomach. They had no other frefli meat whatever 
on board; and the captain could eat of this flefli, as well as broth made of it, when 
he could tafte nothing elfe. Thus he received nourifliment and ftrength from food 
which would have made molt people in Europe fick; fo true it is, that neceffity is 
governed by no law. 

At eight o’clock in the morning, on the nth of March, land was feen from the 
maft-head, bearing weft, about twelve leagues diftant. They now tacked and endea¬ 
voured to get into what appeared to be a bay, on the weft fide of the point, or fouth- 
eaft fide of the ifland ; but before this could be accompli flied, night came upon them, 
and they flood on and off, under the land, till the next morning. This is called 
Eafter Ifland, or Davis’s Land. 

When getting round the point, and coming before a fandy beach, they found found¬ 
ings thirty and forty fathoms, fandy ground, and about one mile from the fhore. 
Here a canoe, conduced by two men, came off. They brought with them a bunch 
of plantains, which they lent into the fliip by a rope, and then they returned alhore. 
This gave the captain a good opinion of thefe iflanders, and infpired them with hopes 
of getting fome reffefliments, of which they were in great want. 

They continued to range along the coaft, till they opened the northern point of the 
ifie. While the fliip was plying in, a native came on board. The firft thing he did 
was to meafure the length of the fliip, by fathoming her from the taffarel to the Item ; 
and as he counted the fathoms, they obferved that he called the numbers by the 
fame names that they do at Otaheite; neverthelefs his language was nearly unin¬ 
telligible to all of them. 

Having anchored too near the edge of the bank, a frefli breeze from the land, 
about three o’clock the next morning, drove them off it; on which the captain went 
alhore, accompanied by fome of the gentlemen, to fee what the ifland was likely to 
afford. They landed at a fandy beach, where fome hundreds of tile natives were 
affembled, and who were fo impatient to fee them, that many of them fwam off to 
meet the boats. Not one of them had fo much as a flick or weapon of any lort in his 
hand. After diftributing a (ew trinkets among ft them, they made figns for foinething 
to eat; on which they brought down a few potatoes, plantains, and lugar-canes, and 
exchanged them for nails, looking-glafles, and pieces of cloth. 
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They prefently difcovered that they were as expert thieves, and as tricking in their 
exchanges, as any people they had yet met with. It was with fome difficulty they 
could keep the hats on their heads; but hardly polfible to keep any thing in their 
pockets, not even what themfelves had fold; for they would watch every oppor¬ 
tunity to fnatch it from them, fo that they fometimes bought the fame thing two or 
three times over, and after all did not get it. 

Before they failed from England, Captain Cook was informed that a Spanilh fliip 
had vifited this ifle in 1769. Some figns of it were feen among the natives; one man 
had a pretty good broad-brimmed European hat on; another had a jacket j and ano¬ 
ther a red filk handkerchief. 

Near the place where they landed were fome tall llatues, which fhall be defcribed 
hereafter. The country appeared quite barren, and without wood; there were never- 
thelefs feveral plantations of potatoes, plaintains, and fugar-canes; they alfo faw fome 
fowls, and found a well of brackifli water. The fliip was brought to an anchor in 
thirty-two fathoms water, about a mile from the neareft Ihore. 

The captain was obliged to content himfelf with remaining at the landing-place 
among the natives, as he was not yet quite recovered. They had a pretty brilk trade 
with them for potatoes, which they obferved they dug out of an adjoining plantation; 
but this traffic, which was very advantageous to them, was foon put a Hop to, by the 
owner (as they fuppofed) of the plantation coming down and driving all the people 
out of It. By this they concluded, that he had been robbed of his property, and that 
they were not lefs fcrupulous of Healing from one another than from, them, on whom 
they praftifed every little fraud they could think on, and generally with fuccefs; for 
they had no fooner detected them in one, than they found out another. A party who 
had been fent out in the morning to view the country, now returned. They had not 
proceeded far, before a middle-aged man, punctured from head to foot, and his face 
painted with a fort of white pigment, appeared with a fpear in his hand, and walked 
alongfide of them, making figns to his countrymen to keep at a diftance, and not to 
moleft them. When he had pretty well effected this, he hoifted a piece of white 
cloth on his fpear, placed himfelf in the front, and led the way, with this enfign of 
peace. For the greateft part of the diftance acrofs, the ground had but a barren 
appearance. 

On the eaft fide, near the fea, they met with three platforms of ftone-work, or 
rather the ruins of them. — On each had flood four of thofe large llatues, but they 
were all fallen down from two of them, and alfo one from the third; all except one 
were broken by the fall, or in fome meafure defaced. Mr. Wales meafured this one 
and found it to be fifteen feet in length, and fix feet broad over the fhoulders. Each 
ftatue had on its head a large cylindric ftone of a red colour, wrought perfectly round. 
The one they meafured, which was not by far the largeft, was fifty-two inches high, 
and fixty-fix in diameter. In fome the upper comer of the cylinder was taken oft" in 
a fort of concave quarter round; but in others the cylinder was entire. 

Beyond this they came to the moft fertile part of the ifland they faw, it being inter- 
fperfed with plantations of potatoes, fugar-canes, and plantain-trees, and thefe not fo 
much incumbered with Hones as thofe they had feen before; but they could find no 
water except what the natives twice or thrice brought them, which, though brackilh 
and {linking, was rendered acceptable by the extremity of their thirft. They alfo 
pa fled fome huts, the owners of which met them with roafted potatoes and fugar-canes, 
and placing themfelves a-head of the party (for they marched in a line in order to 
have the benefit of the path.), gave one to each man as he palled by. But at the very 
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time fome were relieving the thirfly and hungry, there were others who endeavoured 
to fteal from them the very things which had been given them. At lafl, to prevent 
worfe confequences, they were obliged to fire a load of fmall fhot at one who was fo 
audacious as to fnatch the bag which contained every thing they carried with them. 
The {hot hit him on the back, on which he dropped the bag, ran a little way and then 
fell; but he afterwards got up and walked, and what became of him they knew not, 
nor whether he was much wounded. This affair occafioned fome delay, and drew the 
natives together: they prefently faw the man who had hitherto led the way, and one 
or two more, coming running towards them; but inftead of flopping when they came 
up, they continued to run round them, repeating in a kind manner a few words, until 
they fet forwards again. Then their old guide hoifled his flag, leading the way as 
before, and none ever attempted to fteal from them the whole day afterwards. 

Towards the eaftern end of the illand they met with a well whofe water was per¬ 
fectly frefh, being ccmfiderably above the level of the fea j but it was dirty, owing to 
the filthinels or cleanlinefs (call it which you will) of the natives, who never go to 
drink without waffling themfelves all over as foon as they have done; and if ever fo 
many of them are together, the firft leaps right into the middle of the hole, drinks, 
and wafhes himfelf without the leaft ceremony} after which another takes his place 
and does the fame. 

They obferved that this fide of the iiland was full of thofe gigantic ftatues before 
mentioned; fome placed in groupes on platforms of mafonry; others fingle, fixed 
only in the earth, and that not deep; and thefe latter are, in general, much larger 
than the others. Having meafured one which had fallen down, they found it very 
near twenty-feven feet long, and upwards of eight feet over the breaft or fhoulders; 
and yet this appeared confiderably fhort of the fize of one they faw {landing: its 
fhade, a little pa ft two o'clock, being fufficient to fhelter all the party, confifting of near 
thirty perfons, from the rays of the fun. Mr. Wales, from whom Captain Cook had 
this information, is of opinion that there had been a quarry here, whence thefe Hones 
had formerly been dug $ and that it would have been no difficult matter to roll them 
down the hill after they were formed. 

They law not an animal of any fort, and but very few birds; nor indeed any thing 
which can induce fhips that are not in the utmoft diflrefs to touch at this ifland. 

The Captain determined to leave the iiland the next morning, fince nothing was 
to be obtained that could make it worth his while to flay longer. They had a calm till 
ten o’clock in the morning of the 16th, when a breeze fprung up at weft, accompanied 
with heavy fhowers of rain, which lafted about an hour. The weather then clearing 
up, on the 16th of March, they got under fail, and flood to fea. 

The produce of this ifland is fweet potatoes, yams, tara or eddy root, plantains, and 
fugar-canes, all pretty good, the potatoes efpecially, which are the beft of the kind 
they ever tailed. Gourds they have alfo, but fo very few, that a cocoa-nut fhell was 
the moil valuable thing they could give them. They have a few tame fowls, fuch as 
cocks and hens, fmall but well tafled. The)? have alio rats, which, it ieems, they eat; 
for they faw a man with fome dead ones in his hand; and he feemed unwilling to part 
with them, giving them to underfland they were for food, 'lhe coaft feemed not to 
abound with fifh; at leaft they could catch none with hook and line, and it was but 
very little they faw amongft the natives. 

The inhabitants of this ifland do not feem to exceed fix or feven hundred fouls, 
and above two-thirds of thofe they faw were males. They either have but few females 
among them, or elfe many were reflrained from making their appearance. 
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In general, the people of this ifle are a jlender race. They did not fee a man that 
would meafure fix feet; fo far are they from being giants, as one of the authors of 
Roggewein’s voyage afierts. They are brilk and a&ive, have good features, and not 
difagreeable countenances, are friendly and hofpitable to ftrangers, but as much 
addifted to pilfering as any of their neighbours. 

The women’s clothing is a piece or two of quilted doth about fix feet by four, or 
a mat. One piece wrapped round their loins, another over their Ihoulders, make a 
complete drefs. But the men, for the mod part, are in a manner naked, wearing 
nothing but a flip of cloth betwixt their legs, each end of which is fattened to a cord 
or belt they wear round the waift. The Otaheitean cloth, or indeed any fort, was 

much valued by them. . 

As harmlefs and friendly as thefe people feem to be, they are not without offenfive 
weapons, fuch as fhort wooden clubs and fpears. 

Their houfes are low miferable huts, conftrufted by fetling fticks upright in the 
ground, at fix or eight feet didance, then bending them towards each other, and tying 
them together at the top, forming thereby a kind of Gothic arch. The longed dicks 
are placed in the middle, and fliorter ones each way, and at lefs didance afunderj 
by which means the building is highed and broaded in the middle, and lower and nar¬ 
rower towards each end. To thefe are tied others horizontally, and the whole is 
thatched over with leaves of fugar-cane. The door-way is in the middle of one fide, 
formed like a porch, and fo low and narrow, as juft to admit a man to enter upon all 
fours. 

The gigantic ftatues are not, in Captain Cook’s opinion, looked upon as idols by the 
prefent inhabitants, whatever they might have been in the days of the Dutch ; at lead, 
he faw nothing that could induce him to think fo. On the contrary, he rather fup- 
pofes that they are burying-places for certain tribes or families. 

The workmanfhip is rude, but not bad ; nor are the features of the face ill formed, 
the nofe and chin in particular; but the ears are long beyond proportion ; and as to 
the bodies, there is hardly any thing like a human figure about them. 

The working-tools of thefe people are but very mean, and like thofe of all the other 
iflanders they had vifited in this ocean, made of done, bone, /hells, &c. 

After leaving Eafter Ifland, they fteered north-weft-by-north and north-north-weft, 
with a fine eafterly gale. 

Having now a deady fettled trade-wind, and pleafant weather, the forge was ordered 
to be fet up, to repair and make various neceffary articles in the iron way ; and the 
caulkers had already been feme time at work, caulking the decks, weather-works, &c. 

On the 7th of April they faw an ifte, which, as it was a new difeovery, they named 
Hood’s Ifland, after the young gentleman who fil'd faw it; the fecond was that of 
St. Pedro j the third. La Dominica; and the fourth, St. Chriftina. They ranged the 
fouth-eaft coaft of La Dominica, without feeing the lead figns of anchorage. Some 
canoes put off from thefe places, and followed them down the coaft. 

At length having come before the port they were in fearch of, they anchored in 
thirty-four fathoms water, and a fine iandy bottom. This was no fooner done, than 
about thirty or forty of the natives came off in ten or twelve canoes j but it required 
feme addrefs to get them alongfide. At lad, a hatchet and fome fpike-nails induced 
the people in one canoe to come under the quarter-gallery ; after which all the others 
put alongfide, and having exchanged fome bread-fruit and fifli for finall nails, &c. 
retired on fhore, the fun being already fet. They obferved a heap of Hones oil the 
bow of each canoe, and every man to have a fling tied round his hand. 
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Very early next morning, the natives vifited them again in much greater numbers 
than before ; bringing with them bread-fruit, plantains, and one pig, all of which 
they exchanged for nails, &c. But in this traffic they would frequently keep their 
goods and make no return, till at laft the captain was obliged to fire a mufquet-ball 
over one man who had feveral times ferved them in this manner; after which they 
deak'more fairly and foon after feveral of them came on board. As the captain was 
going in ia boat to look for a more convenient place to moor the ftiip in, he obferved 
too many of the natives on board, and faid to the officers, “ You nnift look well after 
thefe people, or they will certainly carry off fomething or other.” He had hardly 
got into the boat, before he was told they had ftolen one of the iron ftaunchions from 
the oppofite gangway, and were making off with it He ordered them to fire over the 
canoe till he could get round in the boat, but not to kill any one. But the natives 
made too much noife for him to be heard, and the unhappy thief was killed at the 
third fliot. Two others in the fame canoe leaped overboard, but got in again juft as 
he came to them. The flaunchion they had thrown overboard. One of them, a 
man grown, fat bailing the blood and water out of the canoe, in a kind of hyfteric 
laugh. The other, a youth about fourteen or fifteen years of age, looked on the 
deceafed with a ferious and dejefted countenance. They had afterwards reafon to 
believe he was his fon. 

At this unhappy accident all the natives retired with precipitation. The captain 
followed them into the bay, and prevailed upon the people in one canoe to come along- 
fide the boat, and receive feme nails and other things which he gave them* One 
would have thought that the natives, by this time, would have been fo fenfible of the 
effect of fire arms, as not to have provoked them to fire upon them any more; but 
the event proved otherwife* For the boat had no fooner left the kedge anchor, than 
two men in the canoe put off from the fhore, took hold of the buoy-rope, and 
attempted to drag it afhore, little confidering what was laft to it. Left, after difeover- 
ing their miftnke, they fhould take away the buoy, the captain ordered a mufquet to 
be fired at them. The ball fell Jhort, and they took not the leaft notice of it; but 
a fecond having paffed over them, they let go the buoy, and made for the Shore. 
This was the laft fhot they had occafion to fire at any of them, while they lay at this 
place. It probably had more effect than killing the man, by fhewing them that they 
were not fafe at any diftance; nevenhelefs, they would very often be exercifing their 
talent of thieving, which they thought proper to put up with, as their ft ay was not 
likely to be long amongft them. 

On the loth, early in the morning, feme people from more diftant parts came in 
canoes alongfide, and fold them fome pigs ; fo that they had now fufficlent to give the 
crew a freih meal. They were, in general, fo final 1 , that forty or fifty were hardly 
fufficient for this purpofe* After dinner, the captain went on fhore and collected 
eighteen pigs. 

Next morning he went down to the fame place where he had been the preceding 
evening; but inftead of getting pigs, as he expected, found the feene quite changed. The 
nails, and other things, they were mad after but the evening before, they now defpifed * 
and inftead of them wanted they did not know what; fo that he was obliged to return 
with three or four little pigs, which coft more than a dozen did the day before. The 
reason was, feveral of the young gentlemen having landed the preceding day, had given 
away in exchange various articles which the people had not feen before, and which took 
with them more than nails, or more ufeful iron tools. But what ruined their market 
the moft was one of them giving for a pig a very large quantity of red feathers he 
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had got at Amfterdam. Trade being thus flopped, the captain prepared to leave this 
place, and go where their wants might be effe&ually relieved; for after having been 
nineteen weeks at fea, and living all the time on fait diet, they could not but want 
fome refrelhments; yet they had not one fick man on board, owing to the many anti- 
fcorbutic articles they had, and to the great attention of the furgeon, who was remark¬ 
ably careful to apply them in time. 

April the nth, at three o'clock in the afternoon, they weighed. They had now 
but little wind, and that very variable, with lhowers of rain. 

The Marquefa, which they had juft left, were difcovered by Mendana, a Spaniard, 
and from him obtained the general name they now bear. They are five in num¬ 
ber, viz. La Magdalena, St. Pedro, La Dominica, Santa Chriftina, and Hood’s Ifland, 
which is the northemmoft; La Dominica is the largeft. It hath an unequal breadth, 
and is about fifteen or fixteen leagues in circuit. It is full of rugged hills, rifing in 
ridges direCUy from the fea; thefe ridges are disjoined by deep valleys, which are 
clothed with wood, as are the fides of fome of the hills; the afpedt is however 
barren. l . , 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands, collectively, are without exception the fineft race 
of people in this fea. For fine Ihape and regular features, they perhaps furpafs all 
other nations. Neverthelefs, the affinity of their language to that fpoke in Otaheite 
and the Society Illes, fhew that they are of the fame nation. Oedidee could converfe 
with them tolerably well; and it was eafy to fee that their language was nearly the fame. 

Their clothing is the fame as at Otaheite, and made of the fame materials; but 
they have it not in fuch plenty; nor is it fo good. The men, for the moft part, have 
nothing to cover their nakednefs, except the marra, as it is called at Otaheite; which 
is a flip of cloth paffed round the waift and betwixt the legs. This fimple drefs is 
quite fufficient for the climate, and anfwers every purpofe modefty requires. The drefs 
of the women is a piece of cloth, wrapped round the loins like a petticoat, which 
reaches down below the middle of the leg, and a loofe mantle over their fhoulders. 

In the article of eating, thefe people are, by no means, fo cleanly as the Otaheitans. 
They are likewife dirty in their cookery. Pork and fowls are dreffed m an oven of 
hot ftones, as at Otaheite; but fruits and roots they roaft on the fire, and after taking 
off the rind, or fkin, put them into a platter or trough with water, out of which both 
men and hogs cat at the fame time. The captain fays, he faw them make a batter of 
fruit and roots, diluted with water, in a vefiel that was loaded with dirt, and out of 
which the hogs had been but that moment eating, without giving it the leaft walhing, 
or even wafliing their hands, which were equally dirty ; and when he exprefied diflike, 
was laughed at. 

Hogs are the only quadrupeds they faw; and cocks and hens the only tame fowls. 
However, the woods feemed to abound with fmall birds of a very beautiful plumage, 
and fine notes; but the fear of alarming the natives, hindered them from {hooting fo 
many of them as might otherwife have been done. 

With a fine eafterly wind they fteered fouth-weft, fouth-weft-by-weft, and weft-by- 
fouth, till the 17 th, at ten o’clock in the morning, when land was feen bearing weft- 
half-north, which upon a nearer approach, they found to be a ftring of low iflets, con¬ 
nected together by a reef of coral rocks. 

As they fteered along the coaft, the natives appeared in feveral places, armed with 
long fpears and dubs, and fome were got together on one fide of the creek. The 
captain fent two boats well armed afliore under the command of Lieutenant Cooper, 
with a view of having fome intercourfe with them, and to give Mr. Forfter an oppor¬ 
tunity 
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tunity of colletting fomething in his way. They faw them land without the lead 
oppofition. Some little time after, obferving forty or fifty natives, all armed, coming 
towards the boats, they flood clofe in lhore, in order to be ready to fupport their 
people in cafe of an attack. But nothing of this kind happened ; and foon after the 
boats returned aboard, when Mr. Cooper informed the captain that, on his landing, 
only a few of the natives met him on the beach, but there were many in the tkirts of 
the woods, with fpears in their hands. 1 he prefeYits he made them werfe received with 
great coolnefs, which plainly fhewed they were unwelcome vifitors. They brought 
aboard five dogs, which feemed to be in plenty there. They faw no fruit but 
cocoa-nuts, of which they got, by exchange, two dozen. One of the failors 
got a dog for a fingle plantain, which led them to conjecture they had none of this 
fruit. 

This ill and, which is called by the inhabitants T iolcea, was difcovered and vifited by 
Commodore Byron. It has fomething of an oval ihape, and is about ten leagues in 
circuit. ° 

On the 18th, at day-break, after having fpent the night making Ihort boards, they 
wore down to another ifle they had in fight to the weftward, which they reached by 
eight o’clock, and ranged the fouth-eaft fide at one mile from lhore. Thefe muft 
be the fame iflands to which Commodore Byron gave the name of George’s 
Iflands. & 

It cannot be determined with any degree of certainty whether this groupe of ifles be 
any of thofe difcovered by the Dutch navigators or no; this part of the ocean 
is lo ftrewed with thefe low ifles, that a navigator cannot proceed with too much 
caution. 

They made the high land of Otaheite on the 21ft of April, and at eight o’clock the 
next morning anchored in Matavia Bay in feven fathoms water. This was no fooner 
known to the natives than many of them paid them a vifit, and exprefied not a little joy 
at feeing them again. 

On the 24th, Otoo the King, and feveral other chiefs, with a train of attendants, paid 
them a vifit, and brought them as prefents ten or a dozen large hogs, befides fruits, 
which made them exceedingly welcome. The captain was advertiled of the King’s 
coming, and looked upon it as a good omen. Knowing how much it was his intereft 
to make this man his friend, he met him at .the tents, and conduced him and his 
friends on board, where they ftaid dinner, after which they were difmifled with 
fuitable prefents, and highly pleafed with the reception they had met with. 

They now found thele people were building a great number of large canoes and 
houfes of every kind; people living in fpacious habitations, who had not a place to 
flicker themfelves in eight months before; feveral large hogs about every houfe; and 
every other fign of a riling ftate. 

Judging from thefe favourable circumftances that they Ihould not mend themfelves 
by removing to another illand, the captain refolved to make a longer flay, and begin 
with the repairs of the Ihip and ftores', &c. 

In the morning of the 26th, the captain went down to Oparree, accompanied 
by fome of the officers and gentlemen, to pay Otoo a vifit. As they drew near 
they obferved a number of large canoes in motion; but were furprifed, when they 
arrived, to fee upwards of three hundred ranged in order, for fome diftance, along 
the lhore, all completely equipped and manned, befides a vaft number of armed men 
upon the lhore. So unexpected an armament collected together in their neighbour¬ 
hood, in the fpace of one night, gave rife to various conjectures. 


* 


608 CAPTAIN COOK’S SECOND VOYAGE* 

The veffels of war confifted of 160 large double canoes, very well equipped, manned, 
and armed. The chiefs, and all thofe on the fighting ftages, were dreffed in their 
war-habits; that is, in a vaft quantity-of cloth, turbans, breaft-piates, and helmets. 
Some of the latter were of fuch a length as greatly to encumber the wearer. Indeed, 
their whole drefs feemed to be ill calculated for the day of battle, and to be defigned 
more for Ihew than ufe. Be this as it may, it certainly added grandeur to the profpecf, 
as they were fo complaifant as to fhew themfelves to the belt, advantage. Ihe veffels 
were decorated with flags, ftreamers, &c. fo that the whole made a grand and noble 
appearance, fuch as they had never feen before in this fea, and what no one would have 
expected. Their inflruments of war were clubs, fpears, and ftones. _ The veffels were 
ranged clofe along-fide of each other with their heads afhore, and their ftern to the fea; 
the admiral’s veifel being nearly in the centre. Befides the veffels of war, there were 
an hundred and feventy fail of fmaller double canoes, all with a little houfe upon them, 
and rigged with a mad and fail, which the war canoes had not. Thefe were defigned 
for tranfports, victuallers, &c. for in the war canoes was no fort of provifions whatever. 
In thefe three hundred and thirty veffels there were no lefs than „feven thoufand leven 
hundred and fixty men. 

Tupia informed them, when they were firft here, that the whole ifland raifed only 
between fix and feven thoufand men; but they now faw two diltrifts only raife that 
number; fo that he muff have taken his account from fome old eftablifhment; elfe 
he only meant tatatous, that is warriors, or. men trained from their infancy to 
arms, and did not include the rowers, and thofe neceffary to navigate the other 

veffels. t ' 

While they were viewing this fleet. Tee came and whifpered them m the ear , that 
Otoo was gone to Matavia, advifing them to return thither. They accordingly pro¬ 
ceeded for the lhip. t 

They had not been long gone from Oparee, before the whole Beet was in motion to 
the weftward, whence it came. When they got to Matavia, they were told that this 
fleet was part of the armament intended to go againft Eimea, whofe chief had thrown 
off the yoke of Otaheite, and affumed an independency. They were likewife informed that 
Otoo neither was nor had been at Matavia; fo that they were ftill at a lofs to know why 
he fled from Oparee. This occafioned another trip rhither in the afternoon, where 
they found him, and now underftood that the reafon of his not feeing them in the 
morning, was that fome of his people having ftolen a quantity of their clothes, which 
were on fhore walhing, he was afraid the captain mould demand reftrtution. He 
repeatedly afked him if he was not angry; and when he affured him that he was not, 
and that they might keep what they had got, he was fatisfied. 

In the morning of the 27th of April, the captain received a prefent from Towha, 
confiding of tiro large hogs and fome fruit, fent by two of his fervants, who had 
orders not to receive any thing in return ; nor would they when offered them. Soon 
after, he went down to Oparree in his boat, where having found both this chief and 
the King, after a fhort flay, he brought them both on board to dinner, together with 
Tarevaroo, the King’s younger brother, and Tee. As foon as they drew near the lhip, 
the admiral, who had never feen one before, began to exprefs much furprize at fo new 
a fight. He was conduced all over the lhip, every part of which he viewed with great 
attention. On this occafion Otoo was the principal fliew-man ; for, by this time, he 
was well acquainted with the different parts of the fliip. After dinner Towha put a hog 
on board, and retired, without the captain’s knowing any thing of the matter, or 
having made him any return either for this, or the prefent he had in the morning. 

Soon 


CAPTAIN COOK’S SECOND VOYAGE. 


609 

Soon after the King and his attendants went away alfo- Both thefe chiefs, when on 
board, folicited him to affift them againft Tiarabou, but to their iblicitations he gave no 
encouragement. 

On the 28th, one of the natives attempting to fteal a water-calk from the watering- 
place, he was caught in the add, fent on board, and put in irons; in which fituation 
Otoo and the other chiefs faw him. Having made known his crime to them, Otoo 
begged he might be fet at liberty. This the captain refufed, telling him, that lince he 
punilhed his people*, when they committed the leaft offence againft the natives, it was 
but juft this man Ihould be punilhed alfo ; and as he knew he would not do it, he was 
refolved to do it himfelf. Accordingly, he ordered the man to be carried on Ihore to 
the tents, and having followed, with Otoo, Towha, and others, he ordered the guard 
out, under arms, and the man to be tied up to a poll. Otoo, his fifter, and fome others 
begged hard for him ; Towha faid not one word, but was very attentive to every thing 
going forward. The captain expollulated with Otoo on the conduct of this man, and of 
his people in general; telling him, that neither he, nor any of his people, took any thing 
from them, without firft paying for it j enumerating the articles they gave in exchange 
for fuch and fuch things, and urging that it was wrong in them to fteal from thofe who 
were their friends. He moreover told him, that the punifiling this man would be the 
means of faring the lives of others of his people, by deterring them from committing 
crimes of this nature. With thefe and other arguments, which he pretty well under- 
flood, he feemed fatisfied, and only defired the man might not be matterou (or killed). 
The captain then ordered the crowd, which was very great, to be kept at a proper 
dillance, and in the prelence of them all, ordered the fellow two dozen of Ialhes with a 
cat-o’-nine-tails, which he bore with great firmnefs, and was then fet at liberty. 
After this the natives were going away; but Towha Hepped forth, called them back, 
and harangued them for near half an hour. His fpeech confifted of lhort fentences, 
which were not well underftood; but from what they could gather, he recapitulated 
part of what he had faid to Otoo, named feveral advantages they had received from 
the captain, contemned their prefent conduct, and recommended a different one for the 
future- The gracefulnefs of his aftion, and the attention with which he was heard, 
befpoke him a great orator. 

Otoo faid not one word. As foon as Towha had ended his fpeech, the captain 
ordered the marines to go through their exercife, and to load and fire in voliies with 
ball: and as they were very quick in their manoeuvres, it is eafier to conceive than to 
deferibe the amazement the natives were under the whole time, efpeciaily thofe who 
had not feen any thing of the kind before. 

This being over, the chiefs took leave and retired with all their attendants, fcarcely 
more pleafed than frightened at what they had feen. 

They had a very great fupply of provifions, fent and brought by different chiefs, 
on the 1 ft of May j and the next day received a prefent from Towha, fent by his 
fervants, confifting of a hog, and a boat-load of various forts of fruits and roots. 
The like prefent they alfo had from Otoo, brought by Tarevatoo,' who ftayed dinner. 

On going alhore in the morning of the 7th, they found Otoo at the tents, and took 
the opportunity to a Ik his leave to cut down fome trees for fuel, which he readily 
granted. The captain told him he Ihould cut down no trees that bore any fruit, 
lie was pleafed with this declaration, and tol.d it aloud feveral times to the people 
about them. 

During the night, between the 7th and 8th, fome time in the middle watch, all their 
friendly connections received an interruption, through the negligence of one of the 
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fentinels on fliore. He having either flept or quitted his pofl, gave one or the natives 
an opportunity to carry off his mufquet. The firft news the captain heard of it was 
from Tee, whom Otoo had fent on board for that purpofe, and to defire that he would 
go to him, for that he was mataoued. They were not well enough acquainted with 
their language to underftand all Tee’s flory; but they underltood enough to know 
that fomething had happened which had alarmed the .King. In order, therefore, to 
be fully informed, the captain went afliore with Tee and Tarevatoo, who had flept 
aboard all night. As foon as they landed, he was informed of the whole by the ferjeant 
who commanded the party. The natives were all alarmed, and the moft of them fled. 
Tee and the captain went to look for Otoo; and as they advanced, he endeavoured to 
allay the fears of the people, but at the fame time infilled on the mufquet being 
re dared. After travelling fome diftanee into the country, enquiring of every one they 
Taw for Otoo, Tee flopped all at once, and advifed the captain to return, faying, that 
Otoo was gone to the mountains, and he would proceed and tell him that he (the 
captain) was dill his friend. Tee alfo promifed that he would ufe his endeavours to 
recover the mufquet. 

The captain returned to the fhip, and foon after he obferved fix large canoes 
coming round Point Venus. Some people whom he had fent out to watch the conduct 
of the neighbouring inhabitants, informed him, they were laden with baggage, fruit, 
hogs, &c. There being room for l'ufpecting that fome perfon belonging to thefe 
canoes had committed the theft, he came to a refolution to intercept them; and 
having put off in a boat for that purpofe, gave orders for another to follow. One of 
*the canoes, which was fome diftanee ahead of the reft, came directly for the fhip. He 
went along fide this, and found two or three women in her whom he knew. They 
told him they were going on board the fhip with fomething for him; and on inquiring 
of them for Otoo, was told he was then at the tents. Pleafed with this news, he 
contradicted the orders he had given for intercepting the other canoes, thinking they 
might be coming on board alfo as well as this one, which he left within a few yards 
of the fhip, and rowed afhore to fpeak with Otoo. But when he landed he was told 
that lie had not been there, nor knew they any thing of him. On looking behind 
him, he faw all the canoes making off in the great eft halle; even the one he had left 
along fide the fhip had evaded going on board, and was making her efcape. Vexed 
at being thus outwitted, he refolved to purfue them ; and as he pafled the fhip, gave 
orders to fend another boat for the fame purpofe. Five out of fix they took, and 
brought along-fide j but the firft, which aflred the fineflfe fo well, got clear off. When 
they got on board with their prizes, he learnt that the people, who had deceived him, 
ufed no endeavours to lay hold of the fhip on the fide they were upon, but let their 
canoe drop pafl, as if they meant to come under the ftern, or on the other fide ; and 
that the moment they were pafl, they paddled off with all fpeed. 1 hus the canoe, 
in which were only a few women, was to have amufed them with fall'e flories, as they 
aftually did, while the others, in which were moft of the effects, got off. 

In one of the canoes they had taken, was a chief, a friend of Mr. Forfler’s, who 
had hitherto called himfelf an earee, and would have been much offended if any one 
had called his title in queftion; alfo three women, his wife and daughter, and the 
mother of the late Toutaha. Thefe, together with the canoes, the captain refolved 
to detain, and to fend the chief to Otoo, thinking he would hav6 weight 
enough with him to obtain the return of the mufquet, as his own property was 
at flake. 
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In the duik of the evening it was brought to the tents* together with fome other 
things they had loft, which they knew nothing of, by three men who had purfued the 
thief* and taken them from him- The captain knew not if they took this trouble of 
their own accord, or by order of Otoo. He rewarded them, and made no farther 
inquiry about it. 

When the mufquet and other things were brought in, every one then prefent, or 
who came after, pretended to have had fome hand in recovering them, and claimed a 
reward accordingly. But there was no one a£led this farce fa welt as Nuno, a man of 
fome note, and well known to the captain when he was here in 1769. This man came, 
with all the favage fury^imaginable in his countenance, and a large club in his hand, 
with which he beat about him, in order to ihew how he alone had killed the thief; 
when, at the fame time, they all knew he had not been out of his houfe the whole time. 

Things were now once more reftored to their former {late; and Otoo promifed 
on his part, that, the next day, they Ihould be fupplied with fruit, &c, as ufual. 

They then returned with him to his proper refulence at Oparree, and there took a 
view of fome of his dock-yards (for fuch they well deferred to be called) and large 
canoes; fome lately built and others building ; two of which were the largeft they had 
ever feen in this fea ; or indeed any where elfe, under that name. They now returned 
to the {hip. 

Otoo defiring to fee fome of the great guns fire from the Ihip, the captain ordered 
twelve to be {hotted and fired toward the fea. As he had never feen a cannon fired 
before, the fight gave him as much pain as pleafure. In the evening, they entertained 
him with fire-works, which gave him great fatisfaction. Thus ended all their 
differences. 

As the rnoft effentia! repairs of the fhip were nearly finifhed, it was refolved to leave 
Ofaheite in a few days ; the captain accordingly ordered every thing to be got off from 
the fliore, that the natives might fee they were about to depart. 

On the lath, old Oberea, the woman who, when the Dolphin was here in 1767, 
was thought to be Queen of the ifhrnd, and whom they had not feen fince 1769, paid 
them a vifir, and brought a prefent of hogs and fruit* Soon after, came Otoo with great 
retinue, and a large quantity of provifions. The captain was pretty liberal in his 
returns, thinking it might be the laft time he Jhould fee thefe good people, who had 
fo liberally relieved their wants; and, in the evening, entertained them with fire* 
works. 

On the 14th they faw a number of war canoes coming round the point of Oparree* 
Being defirous of having a nearer view of them, accompanied by many officers and 
gentlemen, they haftened down to Oparree, which they reached before all the canoes 
were landed, and had an opportunity of feeing in what manner they approached the 
fhore* When they got before the place where they intended to land* they formed 
themfelves into divifions, confifling of three or four, or perhaps more, laflied fquare 
and clofe along-fide of each other ; and then each divifion, one after the other, paddled 
in for the fliore-with all their might, and conduced info judicious a manner that they 
formed, and clofed a line, along the fliore, to an inch. The rowers were encouraged 
to exert their flrcngth by their leaders on the ftages, and dirfefted by a man who flood 
with a wand in his hand in the fore-part of the middlemoft veffeh This man, by 
words and aftions, directed the paddlers when all fbould paddle, when either the one 
fide or the other (hould ceafe, &c. for the fleering paddles alone were not fufficient to 
direct them. All thefe motions were obferved with fuch quicknefs as clearly {hewed 
them to be expert in their bufmefs. Otoo, who was prefent, can fed fome of their 
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troops to go through their exercife on fliore. Two parties firft began with clubs, but 
this was over almoft as foon as begun; fo that they had no time to make obfervations. 
They then went to fingle combat, and exhibited the various methods of fighting with 
great alertnefs; parrying off the blows and pullies, which each combatant aimed at 
the other, with great dexterity. Their arms were clubs and fpears; the latter they alfo 
ufe as darts. In fighting with the club, all blows intended to be given the legs, were 
evaded by leaping over it; and thofe intended for the head, by couching a little, and' 
leaping on one /fide ; thus the blow would fall to the ground. 

Their treatment at this ifle was fuch as had induced one of the gunner’s mates to 
form a plan to remain at it. He knew he could not execute it with fuccefs while they 
lay in the bay, therefore took the opportunity, as foon as they were out, the boats in, 
and fails fet, to flip overboard, being a good fwimmer. But he was difcovered before 
he got clear of the fhip ; and they prefently hoifted a boat out, and took him up. A 
canoe was obferved, about half-way between the boat and the fliore, feemingly coming 
after them. She was intended to take him up ; but as foon as the people in her faw 
the boat, they kept at a diftance. This was a pre-concerted plan between the man and 
them, which Otoo was acquainted with, and had encouraged. He was an Irilhman by 
birth, and had failed in the Dutch fervice. The captain picked him up at Batavia on 
his return from his former voyage, and he had been with him ever fmce. He never 
learnt that he had either friends or connexions, to confine him to any particular part of 
the world. All nations were alike to him. Where then could fuch a man be more 
happy than at-one of thefe ifles ? Where, in one of the fineft climates in the world, 
he could enjoy not only the neceflaries, but the luxuries of life, in eafe and plenty. 

The two goats which Captain Furneaux gave to Otoo when they were laft here, 
feemed to promife fair for anfwering the end for which they were put on fliore. The 
ewe foon after had two female kids, which were now fo far growm as to be nearly ready 
to propagate; and the old ewe was again with kid. The people feemed to be very fond 
of them, and they to like their fituation as well; for they were in excellent condition. 
From this circumflance it may be hoped that, in a few years, they will have fome to 
fpare to their neighbours ; and, by that means, they may in time fpread over all the 
Ifles in this ocean. The ftteep which-they left, died foon after, excepting one, which 
they under flood was yet alive. They have alfo furnifhed them with a ftock of cats $ 
no lefs than twenty having been given away at this ifle. 

At one o’clock in the afternoon on the j 5th of May, they anchored in the north, 
entrance of O’Wharre Harbour, in the ifland of Huaheine j hoifted out the boats, 
warped into a proper birth, and moored. 

Oree, the chief, brought a hog and other articles to the captain, who, in return, in¬ 
vited him and his friends to dinner. Next day Mr. Fofter and his party being out in 
the country botanizing, his fervant, a feeble man, was befet by five or fix fellows, who 
would have ftripped him, if, that moment, one of the parly had not come to his affift- 
ance ; after which,they made of with a hatchet they had got from him. 

On the 17th, the Captain went afliore to look for the chief, in order to complain of 
the outrage committed as above ; but he was not in the neighbourhood. Being afliore 
in the afternoon, a perfon came and told him Oree wanted to fee him. He went with 
the man, and was conducted to a large houfe, where the chief and feveral other per- 
fons of note were aflembled in council, as well as he could underftand. After he was 
feared, the chief began to affure him, that neither he, nor any one prefent, (which 
were the principal chiefs in the neighbourhood) had any hand in it; and defired him 
to kill with the guns, all thofe who had. The captain knew lair means would never 
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make them deliver them up ; and he had no intention to try others. So the affair 
dropped, and the council broke up. 

In the evening, feme of the gentlemen went to a dramatic entertainment. The piece 
reprefented a girl as running away with them from Otaheite ; which was in fome de¬ 
gree true ; as a young woman had taken a paflage with them down to Ulietea, and 
happened now to be prefent at the reprefentation of her own adventures ; which had 
fuch an effe& upon her, that it was with great difficulty the gentlemen could prevail 
upon her to fee the play out, or to refrain from tears while it was a&ing. 

Some of the petty officers, who had leave to go into the country for their amufe- 
ment, took two of the natives with them to be their guides, and to carry their bags, 
containing nails, hatchets, &c. the current cafh they traded with here; which the 
fellows made off with in the following artful manner. The gentlemen had with them * 
two mufquets for (hooting birds. After a fhower of rain, their guides pointed out 
fome for them to (hoot. One of the mufquets having miffed fire feveral times, and 
the other having gone off, the inftant the fellows faw themfelves feeure from both, 
they ran away, leaving the gentlemen gazing after them with fo much furprize, that 
no one had prefence of mind to purfue them. 

The 23d, wind eafterly, as it had been ever fince they left Otaheite. Early in the 
morning they unmoored, and at eight weighed and put to fea. Oree, the chief, was 
the laft man who went out of the (hip. At parting, the captain told him they fliould 
fee each other no more, at which he wept, and faid, “ Let your fons come, we will 
treat them well.”. Oree is a good man in the utmoft fenfe of the word ; but many 
of the people are far from being of that difpofition, and feem to take advantage of his 
old age. 

During their (lay here they got bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts in abundance, but not 
hogs enough ; and yet it did not appear that they -were fcarce in the ifle. It muft, 
however, be allowed, that the number they took away, when lad there, muft have 
thinned them greatly, and at the fame time, (locked the ifle with our articles. Befides, 
they now wanted a proper affortmem of trade, what they had being nearly exhaufted, 
and the few remaining red feathers being here but of little value, when compared to 
the eftimation they ftand in at Otaheite. This obliged the captain to fet the lmilhs to 
work to make different forts of iron tools, nails, &c. in order to enable them to pro¬ 
cure refrefhmeats at the other ides, and to fupport their credit and influence among 
the natives. ' ' 

As foon as they were clear of the harbour, they made fail, and flood over for the 
fouth end of Ulieta, where they dropped anchor the next day. 

On the 25th, a party went cn fhore to pay the chief a vifit, and make the cuftoinary 
prefent. At their firft entering his houfe, they were met by four or five old women, 
weeping and lamenting, as it were, mod bitterly, and at the fame time cutting their 
heads with inflrumeats made of (harks teeth, till the blood ran plentifully down their 
faces and on their (boulders. What was (till worfe, they were obliged to fubmit to 
the embraces of thefe old hags, and by that means were all befmeared with blood. 
This ceremony (for it was merely fuch) being over, they went out, waflied themfelves, 
and immediately after appeared as cheerful as any of the company. The captain made 
his prefents, and after fome little (lay, returned on board. 

On the 27th they were entertained with a play, called Mididij Harramy , which 
lignifies, * £ the child is coming.” It concluded with the reprefentation of a woman in 
labour, a£ted by a fet of great brawny fellows, one of whom at laft brought forth a 
flrapping boy, about fix feet high, who ran about the ftage, dragging after him a large 
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wifp of ft raw, which hung by a firing from his middle. I hey had an opportunity of 
feeing this a£ted another time, when it was obferved, that the moment they had got hold 
of the fellow who reprefented the child, they flatted or preffed his nofe. I'rom this 
they judged, that they do fo by their children when born, which may be the reafon 
why all in general have flat nofes. This part of the play, from its newnels, and the 
ludicrous manner in which it was performed, gave them, the firft dine time they faw 
it, fome entertainment, and caufed a loud laugh, which might be the reafon why they 
afted it fo often afterwards. But this, like all their other pieces, could entertain them 
no more than once. 

Sunday the 29th, they found feveral articles had been ftolen out of the boats which 
lay near the Ihip; and the chief not enly knew they were flolen, but by whom, 
and where they were ; and he went immediately with the captain in his boat, in purfuit 
of them. After proceeding a good way along fliore, the chief ordered them to land 
near fome houfes, where they did not wait long before all the articles were brought to 
them, except the pinnace’s iron tiller, which he was told was ftill farther off; this was 

never recovered. j ... 

On the 30th, one of the chiefs made the captain a prefent of two pigs; he invited 
the donor to dinner, and ordered one of the pigs to be killed and dreffed, and attended 
himfelf to the firft part of the operation, which was as follows : they ftrangled the 
hog, which was done by three men ; the hog being placed on his back, two of them 
laid a pretty ftrong flick acrofs his throat, and preffed with alt their weight on each 
end ; the third man held his hind legs, kept him on his backhand plugged up his 
fundament with grafs, to prevent any air from palling or repairing that way. In this 
manner they held him for about ten minntes before he was quite dead. The hog 
weighed about fifty pounds. It was baked in their ufual manner. Some parts about 
the ribs were thought overdone, but the more flelhy parts were excellent; and the 
Ikin, which by the European way of drefling can hardly be eaten, had, by this method, 
an excellent flavour. 

The people knowing that they fhould fail foon, began on the 31ft to bring on board 
fruit more than ufual. Amongft thofe who came was a young man who meafured fix 
feet four inches and fix-tenths ; and his filter, younger than him, meafured five feet 
ten inches and a half, A brifk trade for hogs and fruit continued till the 3d of June. 

The captain fixed on the next day, June 4th, for failing, when Oreo, the chief, and 
his whole family, came on board, to take their laft farewel, accompanied by Oo-oo-rou, 
the earee de Hi, and Boba the earee of Otaha, and feveral of their friends. None 
came empty; but Oo-oo-rou brought a pretty large prefent, this being his firft and 
only vifit. The captain diftributed amongftthem almoft every thing he had left. The 
very hofpitable maimer in which he had ever been received by ihefe people, had 
endeared them to him, and given them a juft title to every thing in his power to 
grant. 

Oree preffed him to return ; when the captain declined making any promifes on 
that head, he alked the name of his morai (burying-place). As Arrange a queftion as 
this was, he hefitated not a moment to tell him Stepney: the parifli in which he lived when 
in London. He was requefted to repeat it feveral times over till they could pronounce 
if; then, “Stepney marai no toote” was echoed through an hundred mouths at once. 
What greater proof could they have of thefe people efteeming them as friends, than 
their wifliing to remember them even beyond the period of their lives ? They had 
been repeatedly told that they fhould fee them no more; they then wanted to know 
where they were to mingle with their parent duft. 
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As they could not promife, or even fuppofe, that more Englifh fhips would be fent 
to thofe ifles, their faithful companion Oedidee chofe to remain in his native country. 
But he left the (hip with a regret fully demon ftrative of the efteem he had for them. 
Indeed, he would have been a better fpecimen of the nation, in every refpecl, than 
Omai. .Tuft as Oedidee was going out of the fhip, he alked the captain to tatou fome 
parou for him, in order to fhew the commanders of other fhips which might flop here. 
He complied with his requeft, gave him a certificate of the time he had been with them, 
and recommended him to the notice of thofe who might touch at the ifland after 
them. 

They did not get clear of their friends till eleven o’clock, when they weighed and 
put to fea ; but Oedidee did not leave them till they were almoft out of the harbour. 
He ftaid, in order to fire fome guns; for it being His Majefty’s birth-day, they fired the 
falute at going away. 

Nature is exceedingly kind to thefe iflands. The natives, copying the bounty of 
nature, are equally liberal, contributing plentifully and cheerfully to the wants of 
navigators. During their flay they had plenty of pork and variety of fruit. AU thefe 
articles were got in exchange for axes, hatchets, nails, chiffels, cloth, red feathers, 
beads, knives, lciffars, looking-glaffes, &c. articles which will ever be valuable here. 
Shirts are a very capital article in making prefents, efpecially with thofe who have any 
connexion with the fair fex. A lhirt here is full as neceftary as a piece of gold in 
England. The ladies at Otaheite, after they had pretty well llripped their lovers of 
fhirts, found a method of clothing themfelves with their own cloth. It was their 
cuftom to go on fhore every morning, and to return on board in the evening, generally 
clad in rags. This furnifhed a pretence to importune the lover for better clothes; and 
when he had no more of his own, he was to drefs them in new cloth of the country, 
which they always left alhore ; and appearing again in rags, they muft again be clothed. 
So that the fame fuit might pafs through twenty different hands, and be as often fold, 
bought, and given away. 

On the 6th, being the day after leaving Ulietea, they fawHowe Ifland, difcovered by 
Captain Wallis. The inhabitants of Ulietea fpeak of an uninhabited ifland, about this 
fituation, called by them Mopeha, to which they go at certain feafons for turtle; 
perhaps this may be the fame. 

On the 16th, juft after fun-rife, land was feen from the top-maft head, bearing 
north-north-eaft. They immediately altered their courfe, and fleering for it, found it 
to be another ifland, compofed of five or fix woody iflots, conne£ted together by fand- 
banks and breakers, inclofing a lake, into which they could fee no entrance. The 
captain looked upon it as a new difcovery, and named it Palmerfton Ifland, in honour 
of Lord Palmerfton, one of the lords of the Admiralty. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon they left this ifle, and refuraed their courfe to the 
weft by fouth with a fine fleady gale eafterly. 

On the 20th, they faw land; and as they drew nearer, found it to be an ifland of 
confiderable extent. Perceiving fome people on the fhore, and landing feeming to be 
eafy, they brought to, and hoifted out two boats, with which they put off to the land 
accompanied by fome of the officers and gentlemen. 

Friendly figns were made to them, which they anfwered by menaces. All endeavours 
to bring them to a parley, were to no purpofe; for they came with the ferocity of wild 
boars, and threw their darts. Two or three mufquets, dif charged in the air, did not 
hinder one of them from advancing ftill farther, and throwing another dart, or rather 
a fpear, which paffed clofe over the captain’s lhoulder. His courage would have cofl 
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him his life, had not the captain’s mufquet miffed fire; for he was not five paces from 
him when he threw his fpear, and had refolved to Ihoot him to lave himfelf. He was 
glad afterwards that it happened as it did. 

The conduct and afpect of thefe iflanders, occafioned the captain naming it Savages’ 
Bland. They feemed to be (tout well-made men, were naked, except round the waists, 
and fome of them had their faces, bread, and thighs, painted black. 

On the 16th of June, they arrived off the coaft of Rotterdam. Before they had well 
got to anchor, the natives came off from all parts in canoes, bringing with them yams 
and fliaddocks, which they exchanged for finall nails and old rags. One man taking a 
vaft liking to their lead and line, got hold of it, and, in fpite of all the threats they could 
make ufe of, cut the line with a ftone; but a difcharge of finall fliot made him return it. 
Early in the morning, the captain went afiiore, with Mr.Gilbert, to look for frtfh water, 
and were received with great courtefy by the natives. After they had diftributed fome 
prefents among them, he afked for water; and was conduced to a pond of it that was 
brackifli, about three-fourths of a mile from the landing-place; which he fuppofed to 
be the fame that Tafman watered at. In the mean time, the people in the boat had 
laden her with fruit and roots, which the natives had brought down, and exchanged 
for nails and beads. In the afternoon fome of the officers landed, where they found 
the furgeon, who had been robbed of his gun, by a fellow who had ran off with it, and 
they would have ftripped him, as he imagined, had he not prefented a tooth-pick cafe, 
which they, no doubt, thought was a little gun. As foon as the captain heard of this, 
he went to the place where the robbery was committed, but took no fteps to recover it; 
in this he acknowledges he was wrong. The eafy manner of obtaining this gun, which 
they, no doubt, thought fecure in their poffeffion, encouraged them to proceed in thefe 
tricks. 

Early in the morning of the 28th, Lieutenant Clerke, with the mailer, and fourteen 
or fifteen men, went on ffiore in the launch for water. The captain did intend to 
have followed in another boat himfelf, but rather unluckily deferred it till after breakfaft. 
The launch was no fooner landed than the natives gathered about her, behaving in 
fo rude a manner, that the officers were in fome doubt if they Ihould land the calks; 
but they ventured, and, with difficulty, got them filled, and into the boat again. In 
the doing of this, Mr. Cierke’s gun was fnatched from him, and carried off; as were 
alfo fome of the cooper’s tools, and feveral of the people were ftripped of one thing or 
another. All this was done, as it were, by Health ; for they laid hold of nothing by 
main force. The captain landed juft as the launch was ready to put off, and the 
natives, who were pretty numerous on the beach, as foon as they faw him, fled; fo 
that he fufpefted fomething had happened. However, he prevailed on many to ftay, 
and Mr. Clerke came, and informed him of all the preceding circumftances. He 
quickly came to a refolution to oblige them to make reftitution ; and for this purpofe, 
ordered all the marines to be armed, and fent on fliore. Mr. Forfter and his party 
being gone into the country botanifing, he ordered two or three guns to be fired from 
the fhip, in order to alarm him, not knowing how the natives might a£t on this occafion. 
He then fent all the boats off but one, with which he ftaid, having a good many of the 
natives about him, who behaved with their ufual courtefy. He made them fo fenfible 
of his intention, that long before the marines caine, Mr. Cierke’s mufquet was brought; 
but they ufed many excufes to divert him from infilling on the other. At length 
Mr. Edgecumb arriving, with the marines, this alarmed them fo much, that fome fled. 
The firft ftep the captain took was to feize on two large double failing canoes which 
were in the cove. One fellow making refifiance, he fired fome finall fhot at him, and 
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fent him limping off. The natives being now convinced that he was in earned, all 
fled ; but on calling to them, many returned; and prefently after, the other mufquet 
was brought, and laid down at Ills feet. That moment he ordered the canoes to be 
reftored, to fhew them on what account they were detained. 

On returning to go on board, he found a good many people colle&ed together, 
from whom they underhood that the man he had fired at was dead. This dory 
he treated as improbable, and addreffed a man, who feemed of fome confequence, for 
the reditution of a cooper’s adze they had loft in the morning. He immediately fent 
away two men, as he thought, for it; but he foon found they had greatly miftafcen 
each other; for inftead of the adze, they brought the wounded man, ftretched out on 
a board, and laid him down by him, to all appearance dead. He was much moved at the 
fight; but foon faw his miftake, and that he was only wounded in the hand and thigh. 
He therefore defired he might be carried out of the fun, and fent for the furgeon to 
drefs his wounds. In the mean time, he addrelfed feveral people for the adze, for he 
was determined to have it. The one he applied moft to, was an elderly woman, who 
had always a great deal to fay to him from his firft landing; but on this occafion Ihe 
gave her tongue full fcope. The captain underftcod but little of her eloquence; all 
he could gather from her arguments was, that it was mean in him to infift on the return 
of fo trifling a thing. But when Ihe found he was determined, Ihe and three or four 
more women went away; and foon after the adze was brought to him, but he faw her 
no more. This he was forry for, as he wilhed to make her a prefent, in return for the 
part Ihe had taken in all their tranfaftions, private as well as public; for he no fooner 
returned from Lhe pond, the firft time he landed, than this old lady prefented to him a 
girl, giving him to underftand (he was at his fervice. Mils, who probably had received 
her inftruftions, wanted, as a preliminary article, a fpike-nail, or a fliirr, neither of 
which he had to give her, and foon made them fenfible of his poverty. He thought, by 
that means, to have come off with flying colours; but he was miftaken; for they 
gave him to underftand he might retire with her on credit. On declining this pro- 
pofal, the old lady began to argue with him, and then abufe him. Though he com¬ 
prehended little of what fhe faid, her actions were exprelfive enough, and (hewed that 
her words were to this effect, fneering in his face, faying, what fort of a man are you, 
thus to refufe the embraces of fo fine a young woman ? For the girl certainly did not 
want beauty. 

As foon as the furgeon got afhore, he drefied the man’s wounds, and bled him; and 
was of opinion that he was in no fort of danger, as the fliot had done little more 
than penetrate the Ikin. 

On the 28th they prepared every thing in readinefs to fail. 

On the 30th they faw the fummit of Amattafoa, but not clear enough to determine 
with certainty whether there was a volcano or no; but every thing they could fee 
concurred to make them believe there was. 

Anamocka, or Rotterdam, the ifland they had juft left, was firft difcovered by 
Tafinan, and by him named Rotterdam. It is of a triangular form, each fide is about 
three and a half or four miles. Round it lie fcattered a number of finall ifles, fand- 
banks, and breakers. They could fee no end to their extent to the north ; and it is 
not impofiible that they reach as far fouth as Amfterdam, or Uongatabu. Ihefe, 
together with Middleburg or Eaoowee, and Pylflart, make a group, containing about 
three degrees of latitude and two of longitude, which Captain Cook named 
the Friendly Ifles or Archipelago, as a firm alliance and friend (hip feem to fubfift 
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nounce. The captain obferved that they could pronounce moll of the Englilh word? 
with great eafe. They exprefs their admiration by hilling like a goofe. 

To judge of the country by the little they faw of it, it mult be fertile; but their 
fruits are not fo good as thofe of the Society or Friendly Hies. They left them a dog 
and a bitch ; and there is no doubt they will be taken care of, as they were very fond 
of them. 

After they had got to Tea, thev tried what effeft one of the poifoncd arrows would 
have on a dog. Indeed they had tried it in the harbour the very firft night, but 
they thought the operation had been too flight* as it had no effetl. The furgeon now 
made a deep incifion in the dog’s thigh, into which he laid a large portion of the poi- 
fcn, juft as it was fcraped from the arrows, and then bound up the wound with a 
bandage. For feveral days after they thought the dog was not fo well as he had been 
before ; blit whether this was really fo, or only fuggefted by imagination, is uncertain. 
He was afterwards as if nothing had been done to him, and lived to be brought home 
to England, However, there is no doubt of this ftuff being of a poifonous quality, 
as it could anfwer no other purpofe. The people feemed not unacquainted with the 
nature of poifon; for when they brought them water on fhore, they firft tailed it, and 
then gave them to under Hand they might with fafety drink it. 

This harbour, which is lituated on the north-eaft fide of Mallicollo, the captain 
named Port Sandwich ; and it is fo Iheltered that no winds can difturb a Ihipat anchor 
there. Another great advantage is, you can lie fo near the Hi ore, as to cover your 
people, who may be at work upon it. 

Soon after they got to fca, they flood over for Ambrym. On the 24th they reached 
an ifland near Apee, about four leagues in circuit; it is remarkable by having three 
high peaked hills upon it, by which it has obtained that name. They now fleered ta 
the eaft ; and having weathered Threehills, flood for a groupe of fmall files which lie 
off the fouth-eaft point of Apee. Thefe were called Shepherd’s Illes, in honour of 
Dr. Shepherd, Plumian Profeffor of Aftronomy at Cambridge. 

The night before they came out of Port Sandwich, two reddifh filh, about the fize 
of a large bream, and not unlike them, were caught with hook and line. On thefe 
filh moil of the officers, and fome of the petty-officers, dined the next day. The 
night following, every one who had eaten of them was feized with violent pains in 
the head and bones, attended with a fcorching heat all over the fkin, and numbnels 
in the joints. There remained no doubt that this was occafioned by the filh being of 
a poifonous nature, and having communicated its bad effects to all who partook of 
of them; even to the hogs and dogs. One of the former died about fixteen hours 
after; it was not long before one of the latter fhared the fame fate ; and it was a week 
or ten days before all the gentlemen recovered. Thefe tnuft have been the fame fort 
of fife mentioned by Ouiros, under the name of Pargos, which poifoned the crews 
of his feips, fo that it was fome time before they recovered ; aud they would doubtlefs 
have been in the fame fituation, had more of them been eaten. 

Continuing their courfe to the fouth, at five P. M. drew near the fouthern lands, 
which they found to confift of one large ifland, whofe fouthern and weftern extremities 
extended beyond their fight, and three or four final]er ones lying off its north fide. 
The two northernmoft are much the largeft, have a good height, and lie in the 
'direction of eaft-by-fouth, and weft-by-nortft from each other, diftant two leagues. 
They named the one Montague, and the ether Iiinchiubrook, and the large illand 
Sandwich. 
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As they paffed Hinchinbrook I lie, feveral people came down to the fes-fide, and by 
figns feemed to invite them alhore. Some were aifo feen on Sandwich Ifland, which 
exhibited a moll delightful profpeS;, being fpotted wish woods and lawns, agreeably 
diverfified over the whole furface. It hath a gentle Hope from the hills, which are of 
a moderate height, down to the fea-coaft. This is low, and guarded by a chain of 
breakers, fo that there is no approaching it at this part. 

On the 3d of Auguft, they found themfelves abreaft a lofty promontory ; and on 
the 4th, at day-break, the captain went with two bqats to examine the coaft, to look 
for a proper landing-place, wood and water. At this time the natives began to 
affemble on the ftmre, and by figns invited them to land. The captain went firft to 
a fmall beach, which is towards the head, where he found no good landing. Some of 
the natives who were there, offered to haul the boats over the breakers to the fandy 
beach, which was thought a friendly offer, but they had reafon afterwards to alter 
their opinion. When they found they would not do as they defired, they made figns 
for them to go down into a bay, which they accordingly did, and they ran along 
fhore abreaft of them, their number increafingly prodigioufly. They put in to the 
fhore in two or three places, but not liking the fituation, did not land. By this time 
the natives conceived what they wanted, as they directed the boat round a rocky point, 
where, on a fine fandy beach, the captain ftepped out of the boat without wetting a 
foot, in the face of a vaft multitude, with only a green branch in his hand. He took 
but one man out of the boat with him, and ordered the other boat to lie-to a little 
diftance off. They received him with great courtefy and politenefs; and would retire 
back from the boat on his making the leaft motion with his hand. A man, whom he 
took to be a chief, feeing this, made them form a femicirde round the boat’s bow, and 
beat fuch as attempted to break through this order. This man he loaded with prefems, 
giving likevvife to others, and allied by figns for frefii water, in hopes of feeing where 
they got it. The chief immediately fent a man for fome, who ran to a houfe, and pre- 
fently returned with a little in a bamboo ; fo that he gained but little information by this. 
He next afked, by the fame means, for fomething to eat; and they as readily brought him 
a yam and fome cocoa-nuts. In iliort, he was charmed with their behaviour; and the 
only thing which could give the leaft fufpicion was, that moll of them were armed 
with clubs, fpears, darts, bows, and arrows. For this reafon the captain kept his eye 
continually upon the chief, and watched his looks as well as his actions. He made 
many figns to haul the boat upon the lliore, and at Iaft flipped into the crowd, where 
he obferved him fpeak to feveral people, and then return, repeating figns to haul the 
boat up, and hefitaring a good deal before he would receive fome fpike-nails which 
were then offered him. This made him ful’peft fomething was intended, and imme¬ 
diately he ftepped into the boat, telling them by figns that he Ihould foon return. But 
they were not for parting fo foon, and now attempted by force, what they could not 
obtain by gentler means. The gang-bqard happened unluckily to be laid out for the 
captain to come into the boat. "Unluckily, for if it had not been out, and if the crew 
had been a little quicker in getting the boat off, the natives might not have had time 
to put their defign in execution, nor would the following difagreeable fcene have hap¬ 
pened. As they were putting off the boat, they laid hold of the gang-board, and 
unhooked it off the boat’s ftern; but as they did not take it away, it was thought this 
had been done by accident, and he ordered the boat in again to take it up. Then 
the natives hooked it over the boat’s ftern, and attempted to haul her aihore; others, 
at the fame time, fnatched the oars out of the people’s hands. On pointing a raufket 
at them, they in fome meafure defifted, but returned in an inftaut, feemingly deter- 
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mined to haul the boat afhore. At the head of this party was the chief; the others, 
who could not come at the boat, flood behind with darts, flones, and bows and arrows 
in hand, ready to fupport them. Signs and threats having no effeft, their own fafety 
became the only confideration ; and yet the captain was unwilling to fire on the mul¬ 
titude, and refolved to make the chief alone fall a vifthn to his own treachery; but 
his mufquet at this critical moment milled fire. Whatever idea they might have 
formed of their arms, the natives mud now have looked upon them as childilh weapons, 
and began to let them fee how much better theirs were, by throwing ftones and darts, 
and by Ihooting arrows. This made it abfolutely neceffary to give orders to fire. 
The firft difcharge threw them into confufion; but a fecond was hardly fufficient to 
drive them off the beach ; and after all, they continued to throw dones from behind 
the trees and bufhes, and every now and then to pop out and throw a dart. Four lay 
to all appearance dead on the fhore j but two of them afterwards crawled into the 
bulhes. Happy it was for thefe people, that not half their mufquets would go off, 
otherwife many more mud have fallen. One failor was wounded in the cheek with a 
dart, the point of which was as thick as a little finger, and yet it entered above two 
inches; which Ihews that it mud have come with great force, though indeed they were 
very near them. An arrow drnck Mr. Gilbert’s naked bread, who was above thirty 
yards oft'; but probably it had druck fomething before ; for it hardly penetrated the 
fkin. The arrows were pointed with hard wood. 

As foon as they got on board, the captain ordered the anchor to be weighed. 
While this was doing, feveral people appeared on the low rocky point, difplaying two 
oars they had lod in the fcuffle. This was fuppofed a fign of lubmiifion, and of their 
wanting to give them the oars. He, neverthelefs, fired a four-pound fhot at them, to 
let them fee the effect of their great guns. The ball fell Ihort, but frightened them 
fo much, that none were feen afterwards; and they left the oars danding up againd 
the bullies. They now dood out to fea. 

Thefe illanders feemed to be a different race from thofe of Mallicollo, and fpoke 
a different language. They are of the middle fize, have a good lhape, and tolerable 
features. Their colour is very dark, and they paint their faces, fome with black, and 
others with red pigment. Their hair is very curly and crifp, and fomewhat woolly. 
They faw a few women, and thought them ugly ; they wore a kind of petticoat made 
of palm leaves, or fome plant like it. But the men, like thofe of Mallicollo, were in 
a manner naked $ having only the belt about the waid, and the piece of cloth, or leaf, 
ufed as a wrapper. They faw no canoes with thefe people, nor were any feen in any 
part of this ifland. They live in houfes covered with thatch, and their plantations are 
laid out by line, and fenced round. 

In the night of the 5th of Augud they faw a light, which was occafioned by a vol¬ 
cano, which they obferved to throw up vad quantities of fire and fmoke, with a 
rumbling noife heard at a great didance. They now made fail for the ifland whence 
it appeared, and prefently after difcovered a fmall inlet which had the appearance of 
being a good harbour. The wind left them as foon as they were within the entrance, 
and obliged them to drop an anchor in four fathoms water. After this, the boats 
were fent to found. 

Many of the natives now got together in parties, on feveral parts of the fhore, all 
armed with bows, fpears, &c. Some fwam off to them, others came in canoes. At 
fird they were fhy, and kept at the didance of a done’s throw ; they grew infenfibly 
bolder, and at lad came under their dern, and made fome exchanges. The people in 
one of the fird canoes, after coming as near as they durd, threw towards them fome 
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cocoa-nuts. The captain went into a boat and picked them up, giving them in return 
fonie cloth and other articles. This induced others to come under the Item and along- 
lide, where their behaviour was infolent and daring. They wanted to carry off every 
thing within their reach; they got hold of the fly of the enfign, and would have torn 
it from the ftaff; others attempted to knock the rings oft’ the rudder; but the greateft 
trouble they gave them was to look after the buoys of their anchors, which were no 
fooner thrown out of the boats, or let go from the fliip, than they got hold of them. 
A few inufquets fired in the air had no effect; but a four-pounder frightened them fo 
much, that they quitted their canoes that inftant, and took to the water. But as foon 
as they found theinfelves unhurt, they got again into their canoes, gave them fome 
halloos, flouriflied their weapons, and returned once more to the buoys. This put 
them to the expence of a few mufquetoon ball, which had the defired efted. 
Although none were fhot, they were afterwards afraid to come near the buoys; 
very foon all retired on lhore, and they were permitted to fit down to dinner undif- 
turbed. 

Towards the evening, after the Ihip was moored, the captain landed at the head of 
the harbour, in the fouth-eaft corner, with a ftrong party of men, without any oppo- 
fition being made by a great number of the natives who were affembled in two parties, 
the one on the righr, the other on the left, armed with clubs, darts, fpears, flings and 
ftones, bows and arrows, &c. After diftributing to the old people (for they could 
diftmguifh no chief), and fome others, prefents of cloth, medals, &c. he ordered two 
calks to be filled with water out of a pond, about twenty paces behind the landing- 
place, giving the natives to underftand that this was one of the articles they wanted. 
Befides wai£r, they got from them a few cocoa-nuts, which feemed to be in plenty on 
the trees; but they could not be prevailed upon to part with any of their weapons. 
Ihefe they held in conftant readinefs, and in the proper attitudes of offence and 
defence, fo that little was wanting to make them attack them; at leaft they thought fo, 
by their prefling fo much upon them, and in fpite of their endeavours to keep them 
off. Their early re-embarking probably difconcerted their fcheme, and after that they 
all retired. 

As they wanted to take in a large quantity both of wood and water, and as when 
he was on lhore he had found it practicable to lay the Ihip much nearer the landing- 
place than Ihe now was, which would greatly facilitate that work, as well as over-awe 
the natives, and enable them better to cover and protect the working party on lhore ; 
with this view, on the 6th, they endeavoured to tranfport the fliip to the place the 
captain defigned to moor her in. While they were about this, they obferved the 
natives affembling from all parts, and forming theinfelves into two parties, as they did 
the preceding evening, one on each fide the landing-place, to the amount of fome 
thoufands, armed as before. A canoe, fometimes conducted by one, and at other 
times by two or three men, now and then came off, bringing a few cocoa-nuts or 
plantains. The captain made an old man, who feetned well-difpofed, underftand, by 
figns, that they were to lay afide their weapons, took thofe which were in the canoe 
and threw them overboard, and made him a prefent of a large piece of cloth. There 
was no doubt that he underftood him, and made his requeft known to his countrymen ; 
for as foon as he landed, they obferved him go firlt to the one party, and then to the 
other; nor was he ever after feen with any thing like a weapon in his hand. After 
this, three fellows came in a canoe under the ftern, one of them brandilhing a club, 
with which he ftruck the lliip’s fide, and committed other acts of defiance, but at lalt 
offered to exchange it for a firing of beads, and fome other trifles. Thefe were fent 
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down to him by a line; but the moment they were in his poffeflion, he and his com¬ 
panions paddled oft' in all hafte, without giving the club or any thing elfe in return. 
This was what the captain expeded, and indeed what he was not forry for, as he wanted 
an opportunity to fliew the multitude on fliore the effett of their fire-arms without 
materially hurting any of them. Having a fowling-piece loaded with finall Ihot (No. 3.) 
he gave" the fellow the contents; and when they were above muquet-fhot off, he 
ordered fome of the mufqueroons, or wall-pieces, to be fired, which made them leap 
out of the canoe, keep under her off-fide, and fwim with her alhore. This tranfaftion 
feemed to make little or no impreffion on the people there; on the contrary, they 
began to halloo, and to make fport of it. 

After mooring the Ihip, by four anchors, with her broadfide to the landing-place, 
hardly mufquet-fliot off, and placing the artillery in fuch a manner as to command the 
whole harbour, he embarked with the marines, and a party of feamen, in three boats, 
and rowed in for the fhore. It hath been already mentioned, that the two divifions of 
the natives were drawn up on each fide the landing place. They had left a fpace 
between them of about thirty or forty yards, in which were laid, to the mod advantage, 
a few finall bunches of plantains, a yam, and two or three roots. Between thefe and 
the water were ftuck upright in the fand, for what purpofe they never could learn, 
four finall reeds, about two feet from each other, in a line at right angles to the Ihore, 
where they remained for two or three days after. The old man before mentioned, 
and two more, flood by thefe things, inviting them by figns to land; but the former 
trap was ftill in their memory, which they were fo near being caught in at the laffc 
ifland ; and this looked fomething like it. In fhort, every thing confpired to make 
them believe they meant to attack them as foon as they fiiould be on Ihoiv; the con- 
fequence of which was eafily fuppofed : many of them muft have been killed and 
wounded, and they Ihould hardly have efcaped unhurt; two things the captain equally 
wilhed to prevent. lie ordered a mufquet to be fired over the party on the right, 
which was by far the ftrongeft body ; but the alarm it gave them was momentary. 
In an inftant they recovered themfelves, and began to dilplay their weapons. One 
fellow lhewed them his backfide, in a manner which plainly conveyed his meaning. 
After this, he ordered three or four more mufquets to be fired. This was the fignal 
for the (hip to fire a few great guns, which prefently difperfed them ; and then they 
landed, and marked out the limits, on the right and left, by a line. The old man 
before mentioned flood his ground, though deferted by his two companions, and the 
captain rewarded him. The natives came gradually to them, feemingly in a more 
friendly manner; fome even without their weapons, but by far the greateft part 
brought them; and when they made figns to lay them down, they gave the Englifh 
to underftand that they muft lay down theirs firft; thus all parties flood armed. 
They indeed climbed the cocoa-nut trees, and threw down the nuts without requiring 
any thing for them ; but the captain took care that they Ihould always have fomething 
in return. He obferved that many were afraid to touch what belonged to them; and 
they feemed to have no notion of exchanging one thing for another. The captain 
took the old man (whofe name was now iouud to be Paowang) to the woods, and 
made him underftand he wanted to cut down fome trees to take on board the Ihip; 
cutting down fome at the fame time, which they put into one of the boats, together 
with a few fmall calks of water, with a view of letting the people fee what it was they 
chiefly wanted. Paowang very readily gave his conlent to cut wood ; nor was there 
any one who made the lead objection. Having landed again, they loaded the launch 
with water, and after making three hauls with the feme, caught upwards of three 
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hundred pounds of mullet and other filh. It was fome time before any of the natives 
appeared, and not above twenty or thirty at lad, amongft whom was their trufty friend 
Paowang, who made them a prefent of a fmall pig, which was the only one they got 
at this ifle, or that was offered them. 

During the night, the volcano, which was about four miles to' the weft, vomited 
up vaft quantities of fire and fmoke, as it had alfo done the night before; and the 
flames were feen to rife above the hill which lay between them and it. At every 
eruption, it made a long rumbling noife like that of thunder, or the blowing up of 
large mines. A heavy fhower of rain, which fell at this time, feemed to incrtafe it; 
and the wind blowing from the fame quarter, the air was loaded with its allies, which 
fell fo thick that every thing was covered with the duft: It was a kind of fine fand, 
or ftone, ground or burnt to powder, and was exceedingly troublefome to the eyes. 

Early in the morning of the 7th, the natives began again to aifemble near the 
watering-place, armed as ufual, but not in fuch numbers as at firft. After breakfaft 
they landed, in order to cut wood and fill water. They found many of the iflanders 
much inclined to be friends, efpecially the old people; on the other hand, moft of the 
younger were daring and infolent, and obliged them to keep to their arms. The 
captain ftaid till he faw no difturbance was like to happen, and then returned to the 
fliip, leaving the party under the command of Lieutenants Clerke and Edgcumbe. 
When they came on board to dinner, they informed him, that the people continued to 
behave in the fame inconfiftent manner as in the morning; but more efpecially one 
man, whom Mr. Edgecumbe was obliged to fire at, and believed he had ftruck with a 
fwan-lhot. After that the others behaved with more difcretion. 

On the 9th Mr. Forfter learnt from the people the proper name of the iiland, which 
they call Tanna. They gave them to underftand, in a manner which they thought 
admitted of no doubt, that they eat human flefli, and that circumcifion was prattifed 
among them. They began the fubject of eating of human flelh, of their own 
accord, by afking them if they did. One of the men employed in taking in ballaft 
fcalded his fingers in removing a ftone out of fome water. T his circumftance produced 
the difcovery of feveral hot fprings, at the foot of the cliff, and rather below high-water 
mark. 

During the night of the 10th, alfo all the nth, the volcano was exceedingly 
troublefome, and made a terrible noife, throwing up prodigious columns of fire and 
fmoke at each explofion, which happened every three or four minutes; and, at one 
time, great ftones were feen high in the air. Mr. Forfter and his party went up 
the hill on the weft fide of the harbour, where he found three places whence fmoke 
of a fulphureous fmell iffued through cracks or fiffures in the earth. The ground 
about thefe was exceedingly hot, and parched or burnt, and they feemed to keep 
pace with the volcano; for, at every explofion of the latter, the quantity of fmoke 
or fteam in thefe was greatly increased, and forced out fo as to rife in fmall columns, 
which they faw from the Ihip, and had taken for common fires made by the natives. 
At the foot of this hill are the hot fprings before mentioned. 

In the afternoon Mr. Forfter having began his botanical refearches on the other fide 
of the harbour, fell in with Paowang’s houfe, where he faw moft of the articles the 
captain had given him, hanging on the adjoining trees and bufhes, as if they were not 
worthy of being under his roof. 

Several other parts of the hill emitted fmoke or fteam all the day, and the volcano 
was ufually furious, infomuch that the air was loaded with its allies. The rain which 
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fell at this time was a compound of water, fand, and earth ; fo that it properly might 
be called fhowers of mire. Whichever way the wind was, they were annoyed by the 
alhes, unlefs it blew very ftrong indeed from the oppofite direction. Notwithhanding the 
natives feemed well enough l'atisfied with the lew expeditions they had made in t te 
neighbourhood, they were unwilling they fliould extend them farther.. As, a pioo o. 
this, feme undertook to guide the gentlemen when they were m the country, 
to a place where they might fee the mouth of the volcano, they very readily 
embraced the offer; and were conduced down to the harbour before they perceived. 

The i^th, wind at north-eaft, gloomy weather. The only thing worthy of note 
this day, was, that Paowang being at dinner with them on board, they took t >e 
opportunity to fhew him feveral parts of the {hip, and various articles, m hopes ot 
finding out fomething which he might value, and be induced to take in exchange lor 
refrelhments; for what they had got of this kind was trifling. But he looked pn 
every thing that was fliewn him with theutmoft indiflerence; nor did he take notice 
<if any thing except a wooden fand-box, which he feemed to admire, and turned two 

or three times over in his hand. . r . 

Next morning after breakfaft, a party of them fet out for the country, to try if they 
could not get a nearer and better view of the volcano. The place afteCted by the heat 
was not above eight or ten yards fquare; and near it were fome fig-trees, which ipread 
their branches over a part oft it, and feemed to like their fixation. It was thought 
that this extraordinary heat was caufed by the fleam of boding water ftrongly im¬ 
pregnated with fulphur. They proceeded up the hill through a country fo covered 
with trees, Ihrubs, and plants, that the bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees, which feem to 
have been planted here by nature, were in a manner choaked up. Here and there 
they met with a houfe, fome few people, and plantations. 1 hefe latter they found 
in different flares; fome of long Handing; others lately cleared; and fome only 
clearing, and before anything had been planted.-Happening to turn out of the 
common path, they came into a plantation where they found a man at work, who, 
either out of good nature, or to get them the looner out ol his territories, undertook 
to be their guide. They followed him accordingly; but had not gone far before they 
came to the junaion of two roads, in one of which flood another man with a fling 
and a ftone, which he thought proper to lay down when a mufquet was pointed at 
him. The attitude in which they found him, the ferocity appearing in his looks, and 
his behaviour after, convinced them that he meant to defend the path he hood in* He, 
in fome meafure, gained his point; for the guide took the other road and they followed, 
but not without fufpeaing he was leading them out of the common way. The other 
man went with them likewife, counting them feveral times over, and hallooing, as they 
judged, for afiiftance ; for they were prefently joined by two or three more, among 
whom was a young woman with a club in her hand. By thefe people they were 
condufted to the brow of a hill, and Ihewn a road leading down to the haibour, 
which they wanted them to take. Not choofing to comply, they returned to that 
they had left, which they purfiied alone, their guide refilling to go with them. After 
afeending another ridge, as thickly covered with wood as thofe they had come over, 
they faw yet other hills between them and the volcano, which feemed as lar oft as at 
their firft fetting out. This difeouraged them from proceeding farther, efpecially as 
they could get no one to be their guide. They therefore came to a refoludon to return; 
and had but juft put this in, execution when they met between twenty and thirty people. 
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whom the fellow before mentioned had colle&ed together, with a defign, no doubt, to 
oppofe their advancing into the country. 

Before this excurfion fome were of opinion, that thefe people were addicted to an 
unnatural paffion, becaufe they had endeavoured to entice fome of the men into the 
woods ; and in particular, one who had the care-of Mr. Forfter’s plant bag, had been 
once or twice attempted. As the carrying of bundles, &c. is the office of the women 
in this country, it had occurred to the captain, and he was not Angular in this, that the 
natives might miftake him, and fome others, for women. This conjefture was fully 
verified this day. For this man, who was one of the party, and carried the bag as 
ufuai, following the captain down the hill, by the words which he underftood of the 
converfation of the natives, and by their actions, he was well affined that they confidered 
him as a female; till, by fome means, they difcovered their miftake, on which they 
cried out Erramange! Erramange!’ Tis a man!’ tis a man! The thing was fo palpable 
that every one was obliged to acknowledge that they had before miftaken his fex; 
and that, alter they were undeceived, they feemed not to have the Ieaft notion of what 
they had fufpe£ted. This circumftance will fhew how common it is to form wrong 
conjectures of things, among people whofe language is not underftood. Had it not 
been for this difcovery, no doubt thefe people would have been charged with this vile 
cuftom. 

In the evening Captain Cook took a walk with fome of the gentlemen, into the 
country on the other fide of the harbour, where they had very different treatment from 
what they had met with in the morning. The people they now yifited, among whom 
was their friend Paowang, being better acquainted with them, Ihewed a readinefs to 
oblige them in every thing in their power. They came to a village j it confifted of 
about twenty houfes, the mod of which need no other defcription than comparing them - 
to the roof of a thatched houfe in England, taken off the walls and placed on the 
ground.—Some were open at both ends; others partly clofed with reeds; and all 
were covered with palm thatch. A few of them were thirty or forty feet long, and 
fourteen or fixteen broad. This part of the ifland was well cultivated, open, and 
airy j the plantations were laid out by line, abounding with plaintains, fugar-canes, 
yams, and other roots, and flocked with fruit-trees. 

On the 15th, having finifiied wooding and watering, a few hands only were on fhore 
making brooms, the reft being employed on board, fetting up the rigging, and putting 
the (hip in a condition for fea. Mr. Forfter, in his botanical excurfions, (hot a pigeon, 
in the craw of which was a wild nutmeg. He took fome pains to find the tree, but 
his endeavours were without fuccefs. 

On the 17th, the captain went afhore to pay a vifit to an old chief, who was faid 
to be King of the ifland.—Paowang took little or no notice of him; the captain made 
him a prelent, after which he immediately went away, as if he had got all he came for. 
His name was Geogy, and they gave him the title of Areeke. He was very old, but 
had a merry open countenance. He wore round his waifl a broad red and white 
chequered belt, the materials and manufacture of which feemed the fame as that of 
Otaheite cloth; but this was hardly a mark of diftinftion. 

On the 17th, about ten o’clock, the captain went afhore, and found in the crowd 
old Geogy and a fon of his, who foon made him underftand that they wanted to dine 
with him*, and accordingly he brought them, and two more on board. 7 .hey all 
called them Areekes (or Kings); but it is doubtful if any of them had the leaft pre- 
tenfions to that title over the whole ifland. 
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When he got them on board, he went with them all over the fliip, which they viewed 
with uncommon furprize and attention. They happened to have for their entertain¬ 
ment a kind of pie or pudding made of plantains, and fome fort of greens which they 
had got from one of the natives. On this, and on yams, they made a hearty dinner ; 
for, as to the fait beef and pork, they would hardly tafte them. In the afternoon, 
having made each of them a prelent of a hatchet, a fpike-nail, and fome medals, 

they were conduced on Ihore. • 

On the 19th, having nothing elfe to do, the captain went on more with fome wood¬ 
cutters, and finding a good number of the natives collected about the landing- 
place as ufual, he diftributed among them all the articles he had with him, and then 
went on board for more. In lefs than an hour he returned, juft as the people were 
getting fome large logs into the boat. At the fame time four or five of the natives ftepped 
forward to fee what they were about, and as they did not allow them to come within 
certain limits, unlefs to pafs along the beach, the fentry ordered them back, which 
they readily complied with.—At this time Captain Cook having his eyes fixed on them, 
he obfervcd the fentry prefent his piece fas he thought at thefe men) and was juft 
going to reprove him for it, becaufe he had obferved that, whenever this was done, 
fome of the natives would hold up their arms, to let them fee they were equally 
ready. But he was aftonifhed beyond meafure when the fentry fired, for he faw not 
the leaft caufe. At this outrage raoft of the people fled} it was only a few he could 
prevail on to remain. As they ran oft, he obferved one man to fall; and he was 
immediately lifted up by two others, who took him into the water, wafhed his wound, 
and then led him off. Prefently after, fome came and defcribed to the captain the 
nature of his wound ; and he fent for the furgeon. As foon as he arrived, the captain 
went with him to the man, whom they found expiring. The ball had ftruck his 
left arm, which was much fhattered, and then entered his body by the fhort ribs, 
one of which was broken. The rafcal who fired, pretended that a man had laid an 
arrow acrofs his bow, and was going to fhoot at him, fo that he apprehended himfelfin 
danger. But this was no more than they had always done, and with no other view than 
to fhew they were armed as well as they; at leaft there was reafon to think fo, as they 
never went farther. What made this incident the more unfortunate was, it not 
appearing to be the man who bent the bow that was fhot, but one who ftood by him. 
This affair threw the natives into the utmoft confternation; and the few that were 
prevailed on to ftay, ran to the plantations and brought cocoa-nuts, &c, which they laid 
down at their feet. So .foon were thefe daring people humbled! When the captain 
went on board to dinner they all retired, and only a few appeared in the afternoon, 
among whom was Paowang. He promifed to bring fruit, &c. the next morning, but 
their early departure put it out of his power. 

On the 20th of Auguft they put to fea. Thefe people had not the leaft knowledge of 
iron; confequently, nails and iron tools, beads, &c. which had fo great a run at the 
more eaftern ifles, were of no confideration here; and cloth can be of no ufe to people 
who go naked. 

In this ifland hogs did not feem to be fcarce j but they faw not many fowls. Thefe 
are the only domeftic animals they have. Land birds are not more numerous than at 
Otaheite, and the other iflandsbut they met with fome fmall birds, with a very 
beautiful plumage, which they had never feen before. There is as great a variety of 
trees and plants here as at any ifland they touched at, where their botanifts had time 
to examine. The captain never faw any fort of filhing-tackle amongft them, nor any 
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one out fiflung, except on the flioals, or along the fliores of the harbour, where they 
would watch to ftrike with a dart fuch filh as came within their reach j and in this way 
they were expert. They feemed much to admire the European manner of catching fifh 
with the feine. 

Thefe people are of the middle fize, rather flender than otherwife; many are little, 
but few tall or ftout; the molt of them have good features, and agreeable counte¬ 
nances ; they feem to excel in the ufe of arms, but not to be fond of labour. They 
never would put a hand to affift in any work they were carrying on, which the people 
of the other illands ufed to delight in. They make the females do the molt laborious 
work, as if they were pack-horfes. A woman has been feen in this ifland, carrying a 
large bundle on her back, or a child on her back, and a bundle under her arm, and 
a fellow ftrutting before her with nothing but a club or fpear, or fame fuch thing. 

The women are not beauties j but they are handfome enough for the men, and too 
handfome for the ufe that is made of them. Both fexes are of a very dark colour, 
but not black; nor have they the lealt chara&eriftic of the negro about them. They 
make themfelves blacker than they really are, by painting their faces with a pigment 
of the colour of black lead. They alfo ufe another fort which is red, and a third fort 
brown, or a colour between red and black. All thefe, but efpecially the firft, they 
lay on, with a liberal hand, not only on the face, but on the neck, fhoulders, and 
breaft. The men wear nothing but a belt, and a wrapping leaf. The women have a 
kind of petticoat made of the filaments of the plantain tree, flags, or fome fuch thing, 
which reaches below the knee. Both fexes wear ornaments, fuch as bracelets, ear¬ 
rings, necklaces, and amulets. The bracelets are chiefly worn by the men; fome 
made of fea-lhells, and others of thofe of the cocoa-nut. 

With darts they kill both birds and filh, and are fure of hitting a mark within the 
compafs of the crown of a hat, at the diftance. of eight or ten yards ; but, at double 
that diftance, it is chance if they hit a mark the fize of a man’s body, though they 
will throw the weapon fixty or feventy yards. They always throw with all their might, 
let the diftance be what it will. Darts, bows, and arrows are to them what mufquets 
are to Europeans. 

Mr. Wales, fpeaking of their dexterity, fays, “ I inuft confefs I have been often 
led to think the feats which Homer reprefents his heroes as performing with their 
fpears, a little too much of the marvellous to be admitted into an heroic poem ; I 
mean when confined within the ftrait ftays of Ariftotle. Nay, even fo great an advo¬ 
cate for him. as Mr. Pope, acknowledges them to be furprijing. But fince 1 have feen 
what thefe people can do with their wooden fpears, and them badly pointed, and not of 
a very hard nature, I have not the leaft exception to any one paffage in that great poet 
on this account. But, if I fee fewer exceptions, I can find infinitely more beauties 
in him ; as he has, I think, fcarce an action, circumftance, or defcription of any kind 
whatever, relating to a fpear, which I have not feen and recogniled aroongft thefe 
people: as their whirling motion, and whiftling noife, as they fly; their quivering 
motion, as theyftick in the ground when they fall j their meditating their aim, when they 
are going to throw; and their ihaking them in their hand as they go along, &c. &c. 

As foon as the boats were hoifted in they made fail, and ftretched to the eaftward, 
with a frefh gale at fouth-eaft. Nothing material occurred till September 4th, when 
looking fouth-eaft, the coaft feemed to terminate in a high promontory which the 
captain named Cape C.olnett, after one of his midlhipmen, who firft dilcovered this 
land. After a few hours calm they got a breeze at fouth-eaft, and fpent the night 
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Some gaps or openings were feen on the 5th to lie all along the coaft, whether they 
plied up the coaft to the fouth-eaft or bore down to north-weft. They chofe the latter; 
and after running two leagues down the ourfide of the reef (for fuch it proved) they 
came before an opening that had the appearance of a good channel. They wanted to 
get on ftiore to have an opportunity to obferve an eclipfe of the fun, which was foon 
to happen. With this view they brought-to, hoifted out two armed boats, and fent 
them to found the channel; ten or twelve large failing canoes being then near them. 
They had obfervcd them coming off from the ftiore all the morning, from different 
parts; and fome were lying on the reef, fifhing, as they fuppofed. As foon as they all got 
together, they came down in a body, and were pretty near when they were hoifting 
out their boats, which probably gave them fome alarm j for, without flopping, they 
hauled in for the reef, and the fhip’s boat followed them. 

The boats having made a fignal for a channel, they flood in. Their founding was 
from fifteen to twelve fathoms, which fhallowed gradually as they approached the 
ihore, when they anchored in five fathoms. 

They had hardly got to an anchor, before they were furrounded by a great number 
of the natives, in fixteen or eighteen canoes, the 1110ft of whom were without any 
fort of weapons. At firft they were fhy of coming near the (hip ; but in a fhort time 
they prevailed on the people in one boat to get dole enough to receive fome prefents. 
Thefe they lowered down to them by a rope, to which, in return, they tied two fifti 
that flunk intolerably. Thefe mutual exchanges bringing on a kind of confidence, 
two ventured on board the fliip; and prefently after, flie was filled with them, and 
they had the company of feveral at dinner in the cabin. Peafe foup, fait beef, and 
pork, they had no curiofity to tafte ; but they eat of fome yams. Like all the nations 
they had lately Teen, the men were almoft naked. They were curious in examining 
every part of the fliip, which they viewed with uncommon attention. They had not 
the leaf! knowledge of goats, hogs, dogs, or cats, and had not even a name for one 
of them. They Teemed fond of large fpike-nails, and pieces of red cloth, or indeed 
any other colour ; but red was their favourite. 

After dinner, the captain went on ftiore with two armed boats, having with them 
one of the natives who had attached himfelf to him. They landed on a fandy beach 
before a vaft number of people, who had got together with no other intent than to fee 
them ; for many of them had not a flick in their hands ; confequently they were re¬ 
ceived with great courtefy, and with the furprife natural for people to exprefs, at feeing 
men and things fo new to them as they mull be. The captain made prefents to all 
thofe his new friend pointed out, who were either old men, or fuch as feemed to be 
of fome note 5 but he took not the leaft notice of a few women who flood behind the 
crowd, keeping back the captain’s hand when he was going to give them fome beads 
.and medals. Here they found a chief, whole name was Teabooma j and they had not 
been on Ihore above ten minutes, before he called for filence. Being inftantly obeyed 
by every individual prefent, he made a fhort fpeech ; and foon after another chief having 
called for filence, made a fpeech alfo. It was pleafiiig to fee with what attention they 
were heard. Their fpeeches were compofed of fhort fentences j to each of which two 
or three old men anfwered by nodding their heads, and giving a kind of grunt, figni- 
ficant of approbation. It was impoffible for them to know the purport of thefe 
fpeeches; but they had reafon to think they were favourable to them, on whofe ac¬ 
count they doubtlefs were made. The natives conduced them, upon enquiring for 
water, about two miles round the coaft, to a little ftraggiing village, near fome man¬ 
groves i there they landed, and were fhewn frelh water. The ground near this vil¬ 
lage 
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lage was finely cultivated, being laid out in plantations of fugar-canes, plantains, 
yams, and other roots. They heard the crowing of cocks, but faw none. Some roots 
were baking on a fire, in an earthen jar, which would have held fix or eight gal¬ 
lons ; nor did they doubt its being their own manufacture. As they proceeded up 
the creek, Mr. Forfter having fhot a duck flying over their heads, which was the firft 
ufe thefe people faw made of fire-arms, the native, whom Captain Cook diftinguilhed 
by the name of his friend, begged to have it; and when he landed, told his country¬ 
men in what manner it was killed. The day being far fpent, and the tide not permit¬ 
ting them to flay longer in the creek, they took leave of the people, and got on board 
a little after fun-fet. 

Next morning they were vifited by fome hundreds of the natives ; fome coming in 
canoes, and others fwimming off; fo that before ten o’clock, their decks, and all 
other parts of the Ihip, were quite full. The captain’s friend, who was of the number, 
brought him a few roots, but all the others came empty in refpefl: to eatables. Some 
few had with them their arms, fuch as clubs and darts, which they exchanged for 
nails, pieces of cloth, &c. Next day Mr. Wales, accompanied by Lieutenant Clerk, 
went to make preparations for obferving the eclipfe of the fun, which was to be in the 
afternoon. 

In the evening, the captain went afbore to the watering-place. Excellent wood for 
fuel was here, far more convenient to procure than water, but this was an article they 
did not want. About feven o’clock in the evening of September 6th, died Simon 
Monk, their butcher, a man much efteemed in the Ihip ; his death was occafioned by 
a fall down the fore-hatch-way the preceding night. 

This afternoon a fifli being (truck by one of the natives near the watering-place, the 
captain’s clerk purchafed it and fent to him after his return on board. It was of a 
neiv fpecies, foraething like a fun-fifh, with a large, long, ugly head. Having no 
fufpicion of its being of a poifonous nature, they ordered it to be dreffed for fupper; 
but, very luckily, the operation of drawing and defcribing took up fo much time, that 
it was too late, fo that only the liver and roe was dreffed, of which the two Mr. Forf- 
ters and the captain did but tafte. About three o’clock in the morning, they all found 
themfelves feized with an extraordinary weaknefs and numbnefs all over their limbs. 
The captain had alinoft loft the fehfe of feeling; nor could he diftinguilh between 
light and heavy bodies, of fuch as he had ftrength to move; a quart pot, full of 
water, and a feather, being the lame in his hand. They each of them took an emetic, 
and after that a fweat, which gave them much relief. In the morning, one of the pigs, 
which had eaten the entrails was found dead. When the natives came on board and 
faw the fi(h hang up, they immediately gave them to underftand it was not wholefome 
food, and expreffed the utmoft abhorrence of it; though no one was obferved to do 
this when the fi(h was to be fold, or even immediately after it was purchafed. 

On the 8th, the guard and a party of men were on (hove as ufual. In the afternoon 
the captain received a meffage from the officer, acquainting him that Teabooma the 
chief was come, with a prefent, confifting of a few yams and fugar-canes. In letuin, 
he fent him, amongft other articles, a dog and a bitch, both young, but nearly full 
grown. The dog was red and white, but the bitch was all red, or the colour of an 
Englifh fox. The captain fays, he mentions this, becaufe they may prove the Adam 
and Eve of their fpecies in that country. "When the officer returned on board in the 
evening, he informed the captain that the chief came, attended by about twenty men, 
fo that it looked like a vifit of ceremony. It was fome time before he would believe 
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the dog and bitch were intended for him ; but as foo'n as he was convinced, he feemed 
lofs in an excefs of joy, and fent them away immediately. 

Next morning early, the gth, Lieutenant Pickerfgill and Mr. Gilbert were fent with 
the launch and cutter to explore the coalt to the weft. The two Mr. Forfters and 
the captain were confined on board, though much better, a good fweat having had 
an happy effe£l. In the afternoon, a man was leen, both afhore and along fide the 
lhip, faid to be as white as an European. From the account obtained of this circum- 
llance, his whitenefs did not proceed from hereditary defcent, but from chance or 
fome difeafe. 

On the icth, a party was fent on fhore as ufual, and Mr. Forfter was fo well re¬ 
covered as to go out botanizing. 

In the evening df the nth, the boats returned, when the captain was informed, 
the cutter was near being loft, by fuddenly filling with water, which obliged them to 
throw feveral things overboard, before they could free her and flop the leak Ihe had 
fprung. From a filhing canoe, which they met coming in from the reefs, they got as 
much filh as they could eat; and they were received by Teabi, the chief of the ifle 
of Balabea, and the people, who came in numbers to fee them, with great courtefy. 
In order not to be too much crowded, they drew a line on the ground, and gave the 
natives to underftand they were not to come within it. This reftriction they obferved ; 
and one of them foon after turned it to his own advantage : for happening to have a 
few cocoa-nuts, which one of the Tailors wanted to buy, and he was unwilling to part 
with, he walked off, and was followed by the man who wanted them. On feeing this 
he fat down on the fand, made a circle round him, as he had feen them do, and 
fignified that the other was not to come within it; which was accordingly obferved. 
This ftory, the captain fays, was well attefted. 

In the afternoon of the 12th, the captain went on fhore, and on a large tree, which 
flood clofe to the fhore, near the watering place, had an infcription cut, fetting forth 
the (hip’s name, date, &c. as a teftimony of their being the firft difcoverers of this 
country, as he had done at all others at which they had touched, where this ceremony 
was neceffary. This being done, they took leave of the natives, and returned on board ; 
when he ordered all the boats to be hoifted in, in order to be ready to put to fea 
in the morning.? 

The people of this ifland are ftrong, robuft, active, and well-made ; they are alfo 
courteous and friendly, and not in the leaft addicted to pilfering, which is more than 
can be faid of any other nation in this fea. They are nearly of the fame colour as 
the natives of Tanna, but have better features, more agreeable countenances, and are 
a much floater race ; a few being feen who meafured fix feet four inches. Their hair 
and beards are in general black. The former is very much frizzled j fo that, at firft 
fight, it appears like that of a negro. It is, neverthelefs, very different; though both 
coarfer and ftronger. Some who wear it long, tie it up on the crown of the head; 
others fuffer only a large lock to grow on each fide, which they tie up in clubs ; many 
others, as well as all the women, wear it cropped fhort. Thefe rough heads moft 
probably want frequent fcratching ; for which purpofe they have a moft excellent in- 
flrument. This is a kind of comb made of flicks of hard wood, from feven to nine 
or ten inches long, and about the thicknefs of knitting needles. A number of thefe, 
feldom exceeding twenty, but generally fewer, are fattened together at one end, pa¬ 
rallel to, and near i-ioth of an inch from each other. The other ends, which are a 
little pointed, will fpread out or open like the flicks of a fan, by which means they 
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can beat up the quarters of a hundred lice at a time. Thefe combs, or fcratchers, for 
they ferve both purpofes, they always wear in their hair on one fide of their head. The 
people of Tanna have an inftrument of this kind for the fame ufe j but theirs is 
forked, never exceeding three or four prongs, and fometimes only a fmall pointed 
fuck. Iheir beards, which are of the fame crifp nature as their hair, are for the moft 
part worn fhort. Swelled and ulcerated legs and feet are common among the men, 
as alfo a fwelling of the fcrotum. It is not known whether this is occafioned by difeafe, 
or by the mode of applying the wrapper, which they ufe as at Tanna and Mallicollo. 
This is their only covering, and is generally made of the bark of a tree, but fome¬ 
times of leaves. Ihe (mall pieces of cloth, paper, &c. which they got from them, 
were commonly applied to this ufe. Some had a kind of concave, cylindrical, ftiff, 
black cap, which appeared to be a great ornament among them ; and they fuppofed 
was only worn by men of note, or warriors. A large flieet of flrong paper, when 
they got one in exchange for any thing, was generally applied to this ufe. 

Iheir houles, or at lea ft moft of them, are circular; fomething like a bee hive, and 
full as clofe and warm. Ihe entrance is by a fmall door, or long fquare hole, juft 
big enough to admit a man bent double. 1 he fide-walls are about four feet and a half 
but the root is lofty, and peaked to a point at the top ; above which is a poft 
or flick of wood, which is generally ornamented either with carving, or (hells, or both. 
In moft of them they found two fire-places, and commonly a fire burning; and as 
there was no vent for the fmoke but by the door, the whole houfe was both fmoky and 
hot, infoniuch that they, who were not ufed to fuch an atmofphere, could hardly 
endure it a moment. 

In fome refpects their habitations are neat; for, befides the ornaments at top, there 
were fome with carved door-pofts. Upon the whole, their houfes are better calculated 
for a cold than a hot climate ; and as there are no partitions in them, they can have 
little privacy. 

They have no great variety of houfehold utenfiis ; earthen jars being.the only article 
worth notice. Each family has, at leaft, one of them; in which they bake their roots, 
and perhaps their fifh, &c. The fire, by which they cook their viduals, is on the 
outfide of each houfe, in the open air. 

1 hey fubfift chiefly on roots and fifh, and the bark of a tree, which alfo grows in 
the Weft Indies. This they roaft, and are almoft continually chewing. Water is 
their only liquor ; at leaft, they never faw any other made ufe of. It feems to be a 
country unable to fupport many inhabitants. Nature has been lefs bountiful to it 
than to any other tropical ifland known in this fea. The greateft part of its furface 
confifts of barren rocky mountains; and the grafs, &c. growing on them is ufelefs to 
people who have no cattle. 

Neverthelefs, here are feveral plants, &c. common to the eaftern and northern 
iflands, and even a fpecies of the pafiion-flower, which has never before been known 
to grow wild any where but in America. The botanifts did not complain for want of 
employment at this place; every day bringing to light fomething new in botany or 
other branches of natural hiftory. Land-birds, indeed, are not numerous, but feveral 
are new; or at leaft fuch as they never faw before. 

All their endeavours to get the name of the whole ifland, proved ineffectual. Pro¬ 
bably, it is too large for them to know by one name. Whenever they made this in¬ 
quiry, they always gave them the name of fome diftrift or place, which they pointed 
to. Hence Captain Cook imagines that the country is divided into feveral diftrifts, 
each governed by a chief; but they know nothing of the extent of his power. Balade 
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was the name of the diflridt they were at, and Teabooma the chief. He lived on the 
other fide of the ridge of hills, fothat they had but little of his company, and there¬ 
fore could not fee much of his power. Tea fee ms to be a title prefixed to the names 
of all, or rnoft of their chiefs or great men. The captain was by one of their prin¬ 
cipal men called Tea Cook. 

Their filbing implements are turtle nets, made of the filaments of the plantain-tree 
twitted ; and fmall hand-nets, with very minute mefhes, made of fine twine, and fi di¬ 
gits. Their general method of fiffiing, is to lie on the reefs in Ihoal water, and to 
ftrike the filh that may come in their way. 

The women of this country, and likewife thofe of Tanna, are far more chafte than 
thofe of the mod eaftern illands. The captain fays, he never heard that one of his 
people obtained the leaft favour from any one of them. The ladies here would fre¬ 
quently divert themfelves, by going a little afide with the officers, as if they meant to 
be kind to them, and then would run away, laughing at them. Whether this was 
chaftity or coquetry, cannot be determined, nor is it material, fince the confequences 
were the fame. 

Every thing being in readinefs to put to fea, at fun-rife, on the 13 th of September, 
they weighed, and with a fine gale at eaft-by-fouth, flood out for the fame channel they 
came in by. 

Nothing remarkable occurred till the 28 th in the evening, when two low iflots were 
feen bearing weft-by-fouth, and as they were connected by breakers, which feemed to 
join thofe on their ftarboard, it became neceffary to haul off fouth-weft, in order to get 
clear of them. At three, more breakers appeared, extending from the low ifles to¬ 
wards the fouth-eaft. They now hauled out clofe to the wind, and in an hour and an 
half, were ahnoft all on board the breakers, and obliged to tack. From the matt- 
head, they were feen to extend as far as eaft-fouth-eaft, and the fmoothnefs of the fea 
made it probable that they extended to the north of eaft, and that they were in a 
manner furrounded by them. 

They fpent the night in making lhort boards, under the terrible apprehenfion, every 
moment, of falling on feme of the many dangers which furrounded them. 

Day-light fliewed that their fears were not ill-founded, and that they had been in 
the moil imminent danger, having had breakers continually under their lee, and at a 
very little diftance from them. They owed their fafety to the interpofition of Provi¬ 
dence, a good look-out, and the very brifk manner in which the fhip was managed j 
for, as they were Handing to the north, the people on the lee gangway and forecaftle 
faw breakers under the lee-bow, which they efcaped by quickly tacking the fhip. 

They were now almoft tired of a coaft which they could no longer explore, but at 
the rifque of lofing the fhip, and ruining the whole voyage. 

The ffiip was at this time conducted by an officer placed at the matt-head : foon 
after, with great difficulty, they arrived within a mile of land, and were obliged to 
anchor in thirty-nine fathoms water ; they then hoifted out a boat, in which the captain 
went afliore, accompanied by the botanifts. Here they found feveral tall trees, which 
had been obferved before at a confiderable diftance; they appeared to be a kind of 
fpruce pine, very proper for fpars, of which they were in want: after making this dif- 
covery, they flattened on board, in order to have more time after dinner, when they 
landed again with two boats, accompanied by feveral of the officers and gentlemen, 
having with them the carpenter and fome of the crew, to cut down fueh trees as were 
wanting. 1 
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The little ifle upon which they landed is a mere fand-bank, not exceeding three- 
fourths of a mile in circuit, and on it, befides thefe pines, grew the Etos tree of Ota- 
heite, an’d a variety of other trees, fhrubs, and plants. Thefe gave fufficient employ¬ 
ment to the botanifts, all the time they ftaid upon it, and occafioned the captain’s 
calling it Botany Ifle. On it were feveral water-fnakes, fome pigeons and doves, feem- 
ingly different from any they had feen. One of the officers fliot a hawk, which proved 
to be of the very fame fort as the Englifh fifhing-hawks. Several fire-places, branches 
and leaves very little decayed, remains of turtle, &c. fhewed that people had lately 
been on the ifle. The hull of a canoe lay wrecked in the fand. They were now no 
longer at a lofs to know of what trees they make their canoes, as they can be no other 
than thefe pines. 

They alfo found on the ifle a fort of fcnrvy-grafs, and a plant called by them Lamb’s 
Quarters, which, when boiled, eats like fpinage. 

Haying got ten or twelve fmall fpars, to make ftudding fail booms, boats, malls, &c. 
and night approaching, they returned with them on board. 

The purpofe for which they anchored under this ifle being anfwered, it was neceflary 
to confider what was next to be done. They had, from the top-mall head, taken a 
view of the fea around, and obferved the whole, to the weft, to be ftrewed with fmall 
Mots, fand-banks, and breakers, to the utmoft extent of their horizon.—This induced 
the captain to try to get without the fhoals; that is, to the fouthward of them. 

Next morning, at day-break, the 30th of September, they got under fail. 

The wind continuing at fouth-weft, weft-fouth-weft, and weft, blowing a frelh gale, 
and now and then fqualls, with ffiowers of rain, they fleered to the fouth-fouth-eaft, 
without meeting with any remarkable occurrence till near noon on the 6th of October, 
when it fell calm. In the afternoon, they had a boat in the water, and lhot two alba- 
trolfes, which were geefe to them. They had feen one of this kind of birds the day 
before, which was the firft they obferved fince they had been within the tropic. 

In the evening of the 8 th, Mr. Cooper having ftruck a porpoife with a harpoon, 
it was neceflary to bring to, and have two boats out, before they could kill it, and get 
it on board. It was fix feet long ; a female of that kind, which naturalifts call dolphins 
of the ancients, and which differs from the other kind of porpoife in the head and 
jaw, having them long and pointed. This had eighty-eight teeth in each jaw. The 
hallet and lean flelh were to them a feaft. The latter was a little liverifh, but had not 
the leaft filhy tafte. It was eaten roafted, broiled, and fried, firft foaking it in warm 
water. Indeed, little art was wanting to make any thing frelh palateable to thofe who 
had been living fo long on felt meat. 

They continued to ftretch to weft-fouth-weft till the 10th, when at day-break they 
difcovered land, bearing fouth-weft, which on a nearer approach they found to be an 
ifland of good height, and five leagues in circuit. It was named Norfolk Ifle, in 
honour of the noble family of Howard. After dinner a party embarked in two boats, 
and landed on the ifland without any difficulty, behind fome large rocks, which lined 
part of the coaft. 

They found it uninhabited, and were undoubtedly the firft that ever fet foot on it. 
They obferved many trees and plants common at New Zealand j and, in particular, the 
flax plant, which is rather more luxuriant here than in any part of that country ; but 
the chief produce is a fort of fpruce pine, which grows in abundance, and to a large 
fize, many of the trees being as thick, breaft high, as two men could fathom, and 
exceedingly ftraight and tall. It is a good deal like the Quebec pine. For about two 
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hundred yards from the fhore, the ground is covered fo thick with Ihrubs and plants, 
as hardly to be penetrated farther inland. Ihe woods were perfectly clear and free 

from underwood, and the foil feemed rich and deep. . . , 

They found the fame kind of pigeons, parrots, and parroquets as in New Zealand 
rails, and forne fmall birds. The fea-fowl are white boobies, gulls, terns, &c. which 
breed undifturbed on the fhores, and in the cliffs of the rocks. 

On the iile is frelh water ; and cabbage-palm, wood-forrel, fow-thiftle, and famphire, 
abounding in fome places on the Ihore ; they brought on board as much of each fort 

as the time they had to gather them would admit. . , , 

The approach of night brought them all on board, when they homed in the boats, 

and ftretched to eaft-north-eaft. , 

After leaving Norfolk Ifle, they fleered for New Zealand, intending to touch at 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound, to refrelh the crew, and put the flop in a condition to 

encounter the l'outhern latitudes. . 

On the 17 th at day-break, they faw Mount Egmont, which was covered with ever- 
lafting fnow, bearing fouth-eaft-half-eaft. Their diftance from the Ihore was about 

eight leagues- 1 n 

On the 18th* at eleven o* clock, they anchored before Ship Cove ; the urong flumes 

from off the land not permitting them to get in. _ . 

In the afternoon, as they could not move the {hip, the captain went into the Love, 
with the feine, to try to catch fome fi{h. The firft thing he did after landing, was to 
look for the bottle he left hid when laft here, in which was the memorandum. _ It was 
taken away, but by whom it did not appear. Two hauls with the feine producing only 
four fmall fifh, they in fome meafure made up for this deficiency by fliootmg feveral 
birds, which the flowers in the garden had drawn thither, as alfo fome old ftiags, and 

by robbing the nefts of fome young ones. . 

Being little wind next morning, they weighed and warped the lhtp into the Cove, and 
there moored with the two bowers. Here the forge was ere&ed, and the fliip and 
rigging repaired. The captain gave orders that vegetables (of which there were plenty) 
fliould be boiled every morning with oat-meal and portable broth for breakfaft, and 
with peafe and broth every day for dinner, for the whole crew, over and above their 
qfual allowance of fait meat. 

In the afternoon, as Mr. Wales was fetting up his obfervatory, he difcovered that 
feveral trees, which were ftanding when they laft failed irom this place, had been cut 
down with laws and axes. It was therefore now no longer to be doubted that the 
Adventure had been in this Cove after they had left it. 

Nothing remarkable happened till the 24th, when, in the morning, two canoes were 
feen coming down the Sound ; but as foon as they perceived the fhip, they retired 
behind a point on the weft fide. After breakfaft, they went in a boat to look for them ; 
and as they proceeded along the Ihore, they {hot feveral birds. The report^ of the 
mufquets gave notice of their approach, and the natives difcovered themfelves in Shag 
Cove by hallooing to them. The moment they landed, they knew them. Joy then 
took place of fear; and the reft of the natives hurried out of the woods, and era- 
' braced them over and over again, leaping and {kipping about like madmen; but it 
was obferved that they would not fuffer fome women, whom they faw at a diftance, 
to come near them. After they had made them prefents of hatchets, knives, and 
what elfe they had with them, they gave in return a large quantity of fife, which they 
had juft caught. After a fliort flay, they took leave, and went on board. 
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Next morning early, the inhabitants paid them a vifit on board* and brought with 
them a quantity of fine fifh, which they exchanged for Otaheitean cloth* &c. and then 
returned to their habitations* 

On the 26th* the natives brought a plentiful fupply of fifh* 

On the 28th, a party went a {hooting to Weft Bay, and came to the place where 
they left the hogs and fowls ; but faw no veftiges of them, nor of any body having 
been there fince. In their return, having vifited the natives, they got fome fifh in 
exchange for trifles which they gave them. As they were corning away, Mr. Forfter 
thought he heard the fqueaking of a pig in the woods, clofe by their habitations; pro¬ 
bably they may have thofe they left with them when iaft here. In the evening, they 
got on board with about a do^en and a half of wild-fowl, (hags, and fea-pies. The 
fportfmen who had been out in the woods near the ftiip, were more fuccefsful among 
the fmall birds. 

On the 6 r h, their old friends having taken up their abode near them, one whofe 
name was Pedro, (a man of fome note) made the captain a prefent of a ftafF of honour, 
fuch as the chiefs generally carry* In return, he drelfed him in a fuit of old clothes, 
of which he was not a little proud* He had a fine perfon, and a good prefence, and 
nothing'but his colour diftinguifhed him from an European, Having got him and 
another into a communicative mood, he began to inquire of them if the Adventure 
had been there during his abfence; and they gave him to underftand, in a manner 
which admitted of no doubt, that, foon after they were gone, fhe arrived j that fhe 
{laid between ten and twenty days, and had been gone ten months. 

After breakfaft, he took a number of hands, in order to catch a fow that had been 
there for fome time (her companion having been killed) to put her to the boar and" 
remove her to fome other place ; but they returned without feeing her. Some of the 
natives had been there not long before, as their fires were yet burning ^ and they had 
undoubtedly taken her away* 

The 8th, they put two pigs, a boar and a fow, on fhore, in the cove next Cannibal 
Cove; fo that it is hardly poflible all the methods the captain has taken to flock this 
country with thefe animals fiiould fail* 

On the 9th, the natives having brought a very large and feafonable fupply of fifh, 
the captain bellowed on Pedro a prefent of an empty oil-jar, which made him as happy 
as a prince. 

In the afternoon, a party went on fhore into one of the coves, where two families 
of the natives were varioufly employed ; fome fleeping, fome making mats, others 
roalling fifh and fern-roots, and one girl was heating of flones. As foon as the (tones 
were hot, llie took them out of the fire, and gave them to an old woman who was 
fitting in the hut* She placed them in a heap, laid over them a handful of green 
celery, and over that a coarfe mat, and then fquatted herfelf down, on her heels, on 
the top of all; thus making a kind of Dutch warming-pan, on which fhe fat as clofe 
as a hare on her feat. The captain fays, he fhould hardly have mentioned this ope¬ 
ration, if he had thought it had no other view than to warm the old woman's backfide. 
He rather fuppofes it was intended to cure fome diforder fhe might have on her, which 
the fleams arifing from the green celery might be a fpecific for. 

On the toth of November, they weighed and flood out of the Sound, and fleered 
for Cape Campbell. At four in the afternoon, they pafied the cape, at the diftance 
of four or five leagues* 

Next morning the wind veered round by the weft to fouth, and forced them more 
to the eaft than they had any view of going* The captain's intention now was to 

crofs 
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crofs this "va.fl ocean, fo as to pafs over thofe parts which were left unexplored the 
preceding fummer. 

On Saturday the 17th of December they made the land, extending from north-ealt- 
by-north to eaft-by-fouth about fix leagues diftant. On this difcovery, they wore and 
brought-to, with the Ihip’s head to the fouth; and having founded, found feventy-five 
fathoms water, the bottom ftone and Ihells. The land now before them could be no 
other than the weft coaft of Terra del huego, and near the weft entrance of the ftiaits 

of Magalhaens. t . , , 

This was the firft run that had been made dire&Iy acrofs this ocean in a high louthern 
latitude. The captain fays, he never made a paflage, any where, of fuch length, where 
fo few interefting circumftances occurred; for, the variation of the compafs excepted, 
he met with nothing elfe worth notice. Here they took their leave of the South 
Pacific Ocean. 
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AH ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK’S LAST VOYAGE. 

Begun in s.yyh, andJiniJbed in 17 So. 


PART I. 

Tranfaclions from ihe Commencement of the Voyage in February 1776, to the quitting of 

New Zealand in February 1777. 

C APTAIN COOK and Captain Clerke received their commiffions for making dif- 
coveries in the northern hemifphere, in order to determine the pofition and extent 
of the weft fide of North America, its diftance from Afia, and the practicability of a 
northern paflage to Europe. 

Captain Cook was appointed to the command of His Majefty’s floop the Refolution, 
and Captain Clerke to that of the Difcovery, a fhip of three hundred tons burthen, 
purchafed into the fervice. 

They immediately prepared for their voyage, by taking on board all the neceffary 
ft ores, and a confiderable quantity of iron tools and trinkets, which might enable them 
to cultivate a friendly intercourfe with the inhabitants of fuch countries as they might 
be fortunate enough to meet with; they alfo took fome live flock, confifting of fheep, 
two cows with their calves, and a bull; they were likewife furnifhed with a quantity of 
European garden-feeds, which could not fail of being valuable prefents to the new 
difcovered iflands. 

As they were to touch at Otaheite, in their way to the intended fcene of frefh ope¬ 
rations, they were ordered to carry Omai back to his native country. He left London 
with a mixture of regret and fatisfa&ion : when he talked of his friends in England, 
it was with difficulty he refrained from tears; but the inftant the converfation turned 
to his own country, his eyes fparkled with joy. He was loaded with prefents of con¬ 
fiderable value by His Majefty, Lord Sandwich, Mr. Banks (now Sir Jofeph), and 
other perfons of diftinction. 

Several months were fpent in preparation for this long and important voyage; both 
the fhips arrived in Plymouth Sound on the 30th of June; here they made a fhort 
flay to take in fome additional proviftons, to replace what had been expended, alfo a 
quantity of port-wine; and the petty officers and feamen received two months’ wages 
in advance. Contrary winds, and other circumftances of little confequence, prevented 
their clearing the Channel till the 14th of July in the evening. There were on board 
the two fhips one hundred and ninety-two perfons, officers included. 

Nothing very interejling happened from the 5 th of December till the 16th of January , 
when they arrived at Van Diemen's La?id; where , asfoon as they had anchored in Ad¬ 
venture Bay , Captain Cook fays , — I ordered the boats to be hoifted out. In one of 
them I went myfelf, to look for the mofl commodious place for furnifhing ourfelves 

with 
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with the neceffary fuppfies j and Captain Clerke went in his boat upon the fame 
fervice. 

Next morning early, I fent Lieutenant King to the eafl fide of the bay, with two 
parties; one to cut wood, and the other grafs, under the proteflion of the marines. 
For although, as yet, none of the natives had appeared, there could be no doubt that 
fome were in our neighbourhood: I alfo fent the launch for water; and afterwards 
vifited all the parties myfelf. In the evening we drew the feme at the head of the 
bay, and at one haul caught a great quantity of fifh. Mofl of them were of that foit 
known to feamen by the name of elephant fifh. After this every one repaued on 
board with what wood and grafs we had cut, that we might be ready to fail whenever the 
wind fliould ferve. 

In the afternoon, next day, we were agreeably furprifed, at the place where we were 
cutting wood, with a vifit from fome of the natives, eight men and a boy. They 
approached us from the woods, without betraying any marks of fear, for none of them 
had any weapons, except one, who held in his hand a ftick about two feet long, and 
pointed at one end. 

They were quite naked, and wore no ornaments, unlefs we confider as fuch, and as 
a proof of their love of finery, fome large punctures or ridges raifed on different parts 
of their bodies, fome in ftraight, and others in curved lines. 

They were of common ftature, but rather flender. Their lkin was black, and 
alio their hair, which was as woolly as that of any native of Guinea; but they 
were not diftinguilhed by remarkably thick lips, nor flat nofes; on the contrary, their 
features were far from being difagreeable. They had pretty good eyes; and their 
teeth were tolerably even, but very dirty. Mofl of them had their hair and beards 
fmeared with a red ointment; and fome had their faces alfo painted with the fame 
compofition. 

They received every prefent we made to them without the leaft appearance of 
fatisfaftion. When fome bread was given, as foon as they underflood that it was to 
be eaten, they either returned it, or threw it away, without even tafling it. They alfo 
reftifed fome elephant fifh, both raw and dreffed, which we offered to them ; but upon 
giving fome birds to them, they did not return thefe, and eafify made us comprehend 
that they were fond of fuch food. I had brought two pigs afhore, with a view to 
leave them in the woods. The inflant thefe came within their reach, they feized them, 
as a dog would have done, by the ears, and were for carrying them off immediately, 
with no other intention, as we could perceive, but to kill them. 

Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the flick which one of our vifitors carried in 
his hand, I made figns to them to (hew me ; and fo far fucceeded, that one of them 
fet up a piece of wood as a mark, and threw at it, at the diftance of about twenty yards; 
but we had little reafon to commend his dexterity, for after repeated trials he was 
Hill very wide from the objeft. Omai, to fhew them how much fuperior our weapons 
were to theirs, then fired his mufquet at it; which alarmed them fo much, that not- 
withflanding all we could do or fay, they ran inllantly into the woods. One of them 
was fo frightened, that he let drop an axe and two knives that had been given to him. 
From us, however, they went to the place where fome of the Dilcovery’s people were 
employed in taking water into their boat. The officer of that party, not knowing that 
they had paid us fo friendly a vifit, nor What their intent might be, fired a mufquet in 
the air, which fent them off with the great eft precipitation. 

Thus ended our firft interview with the natives. Immediately after their final 
retreat, judging that their fears would prevent their remaining near enough to obferve 

what 
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what was pafling, I ordered the two pigs, being a boar and a fow, to be carried about 
a mile within the woods, at the head of the bay. I faw them left there by the fide of 
a frefli-water brook. A young bull and a cow, and fome fiieep and goats, were alfo, 
at firft, intended to have been left by me, as an additional prefent to Van Diemen’s 
Land. But I foon laid afide all thoughts of this, from a perfuafion that the natives, 
incapable of entering into my views of improving their country, would deftroy 
them. 

The morning of the 29th we had a dead calm, which continued all day, and 
effectually prevented our failing. I therefore fent a party over to the eaft point of the 
bay to cut grafs, having been informed that forae of a fuperior quality grew there. 
Another party, to cut wood, was ordered to go to the ufual place, and I accompanied 
them myfelf. We had obferved feveral of the natives, this morning, fauntering along 
the fhore, which affured us that though their confternation had made them leave us fo 
abruptly the day before, they were convinced that we intended them no mifchief, and 
were defirous of renewing the intercourfe. It was natural that I fhould wilh to be 
prefent on the occafion. 

We had not been long landed before about twenty of them, men and boys, joined 
us, without expreffing the leaft fign of fear or diftruft. There was one of this com¬ 
pany confpicuoufty deformed ; and who was not more diftinguifhable by the hump 
on his back, than by the drollery of his geftures, and the feeming humour of his 
fpeeches; which he was very fond of exhibiting, as we fuppofed, for our entertain¬ 
ment : but, unfortunately, we could not underftand him ; the language fpoken here 
being wholly unintelligible to us. It appeared to me, to be different from that fpoken 
by the ifihabitants of the more northern parts of this country, whom I met with in my 
firft voyage ; which is not extraordinary, fince thofe we then faw, and thofe we then 
vifited, differ in many other re [peels. Nor did they feem to be fuch miferable 
wretches as the natives whom Dam,pier mentions to have feen on its weftern 
coaft. 

Some of our prefent groupe wore loofe round their necks three or four folds of 
finalt cord, made of the fur of forae animal ; and others of them had a narrow flip 
of the kangooroo flein tied round their ancles. I gave to each of them a firing of 
beads and a medal, which I thought they received with fome fatisfa&ion. They 
feemed to fet no value on iron or on iron tools: they were even ignorant of the ufe of 
fifh-hooks, if we might judge from their manner of looking at fome of ours which 
we fhewed to them. 

We cannot, however, fuppofe it to be poffible that a people who inhabit a fea-coaft, 
and who feem to derive no part of their fuftenance from the productions of the 
ground, fhould not be acquainted with fome mode of catching filh, though we did 
not happen to fee any of them thus employ ed, nor obferve any canoe or veffel in which 
they could go upon the water. Their habitations were little fheds or hovels built of 
flicks, and covered with bark. We could alfo perceive evident figns of their fome- 
times taking up their abode in the trunks of large trees, which had been hollowed out 
by fire, molt probably for this very purpofe. 

After (laying about an hour with the wooding party and the natives, as I could now 
be pretty confident that the latter were not likely to give the former any difturbance, 
I left them, and went over to the grafs-cutters, and found that they had met with a 
fine patch. Having feen the boats loaded, I left that party, and returned on board to 
dinner; where, forae time after. Lieutenant King arrived. 

From him I learnt that I had but juft left the lhore, when feveral women and chil¬ 
dren made their appearance. Thefe females wore a kangooroo fkin tied over the 
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ihoulders, and round the waift. But its only ufe feemed to be to fupport their chib 
dren when, carried on their backs j for it did not cover thofe parts which mo ft nations 
conceal; being, in all other refpefts, as naked as the men, and as black, and their 
bodies marked with fears in the fame manner. But in this they differed from the men, 
that though their hair was of the fame colour, fome of them had their heads com¬ 
pletely thorn; in others, this operation had been performed only on one tide, while 
the reft of them had all the upper part of the head thorn clofe, leaving a ciicle of 
hair all round, fome what like the tonfure of the Romifli ecclefiaftics. Many of the 
children had fine features, and were thought pretty; but of the peifons of the women, 
efpecially thofe advanced in years, a lefs favourable report was made. However, fome 
of the gentlemen belonging to the Difcovery, I was told, paid their addiefles, and 
made liberal offers of prefents, which were rejefted with great difdain; whethei from 
a fenfe of virtue, or the fear of difpleafing their men.l fhall not pretend to determine. 
That this gallantry was not very agreeable to the latter, is certain ; for an elderly man, 
as foon as he obferved it, ordered all the women and children to retire, which they 
obeyed, though fome of them tliewed a little rdu&ance. 

Mr: Anderfon, my furgeon, with his ufual diligence, fpent the few days we remained 
in Adventure Bay, in examining the country. His account of its natural productions, 
with which he favoured me, will more than compenfate for my filence about them: 
fome of his remarks on the inhabitants will fupply what I may have omitted or repre- 
fented imperfectly; and his fpecimen of their language, however Ihort, will be 
thought worth attending to, by thofe who with to colleCt materials for tracing the 
origin of nations. I thall only premife, that the tall ftraight foreft-trees which Mr. An- 
derfon deferibes in the following account, are of a different fort from thofe which are 
found in the more northern parts of this coaft. The wood is very long and clofe- 
grained, extremely tough, fit for fpars, oars, and many other ufes; and would, on 
occafion, make good mails (perhaps none better) if a method could be found to 
lighten it. Upon the whole, it has many marks of being naturally a very dry country; 
and perhaps might, independent of its wood, be compared to Africa, about the Cape 
of Good Hope, though that lies ten degrees farther northward, rather than to New 
Zealand, on its other fide, in the fame latitude, where we find every valley, however 
final], furnifhed with a confiderable llream of water. It was remarked, that birds 
were feldom killed an hour or two, before they were almoft covered with finall 
maggots, which I would rather attribute merely to the heat . as we had not any 
reafon to fuppofe there is a peculiar difpofition in the climate to render fubftances foon 
putrid. 

The only animal of the quadruped kind we got, was a fort of opoffum, about twice the 
fize of a large rat; and is, moll probably, the male of that fpecies found at Endeavour 
River. It is of a dufky colour above, tinged with a brown or rufty call, and whitilh 
below. About a third of the tail, towards its tip, is white, and bare underneath, by 
which it probably hangs on the branches of trees, as it climbs thefe and lives on 
berries. The kangooroo, another animal found farther northward in New Holland, 
without doubt alfo inhabits here, as the natives we met with had fome pieces of their 
Ikins, and we feveral times faw animals, though indiftinClly, run from the thickets 
when we walked in the woods, which, from the fize, could be no other. 

There are feveral forts of birds, but all fo fcarce and fiiy, that they are evidently 
haraffed by the natives, who, perhaps, draw much of their fubfillence from them. 
In the woods, the principal forts are large brown hawks, or eagles; crows, nearly the 
fame as ours in England; yellowilh paroquets; and large pigeons. There are alfo 
three or four finall birds, one of which is of the thrulh kind $ another finall one, with 
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a pretty long tall, has part of the head and neck of a moll beautiful azure colour; 
from whence we named it motacylla cyanea. On the fhore were feveral common, 
and fea gulls, a few black oyfter-catchers, or fea-pies, and a pretty plover, of a done 
colour, with a black hood. About the pond or lake behind the beach, a few 
wild ducks were feen; and fome Stags ufed to perch upon the high leaflefs trees near 
the Ihore. 

Some pretty large blackifh fnakes were feen in the woods; and we killed a large, 
hitherto unknown, lizard, fifteen inches long, and fix round, elegantly clouded 
with black and yellow} betides a fmall fort, of a brown gilded colour above, and 
rudy below. 

The fea affords a much greater plenty, and at lead as great a variety as the land. 
Of thefe the elephant-filh, or pejegallo, mentioned in Frazier’s Voyage, are the mod 
numerous; and though inferior to many other tifh, were very palateable food. Several 
large rays, nurfes, and fmall leather-jackets were caught, with fome fmall white bream, 
which were firmer and better than thofe caught in the lake. We like wife got a few 
foies and flounders; two forts of gurnards, one of them a new fpecies; fome fmall 
fpotted mullet; and very unexpectedly, the fmall filh with a lilver band on its fide, 
called atherina hepfetus, by I-Iaffelquid. 

But that next in number, and fuperior in goodnefs, to the elephant-fifh, was a fort 
none of us recollected to have feen before. It partakes of the nature both of a round 
and of a flat fifh, having the eyes placed very near each other; the fore-part of the 
body much flattened or depreffed, and the red rounded. It is of a brownifli fandy 
colour, with rudy fpois on the upper part, and below. From the quantity „of flime 
it was always covered with, it fee ms to live after the manner of flat-fifh, at the 
bottom. 

Upon the rocks are plenty of mufcles, and fome other fmall fhell-fifh. There are 
alfo great numbers of fea-dars, fome fmall limpets, and large quantities of fponge; 
one fort of which, that is thrown on Ihore by the fea, but not very common, has a 
mod delicate texture. 

Many pretty Medufa’s heads were found upon the beach ; and the dinking laplyfla, 
or fea-hare, which, as mentioned by fome authors, has the property of taking off the 
hair by the acrimony of its juice ; but this fort was deficient in this refpect. 

Infefts, though not numerous, are here in confiderable variety. Arnongd them are 
grafshoppers, butterflies, and feveral forts of fmall moths, finely variegated. There 
are two forts of dragon-flies, gad-flies, camel-flies, feveral forts of fpiders, and fome 
fcorpions; but the lad are rather rare. The mod troublefome, though not very 
numerous tribe of infeCts, are the mufquitoes; and a large black ant, the pain of whofe 
bite is almod intolerable, during the Ihort time it lads. The mufquitoes, alfo, make 
up for the deficiency of their number, by the feverity of their venomous probofeis. 

The inhabitants whom we met with here, had little of that fierce or wild appearance 
common to people in their fituation; but, on the contrary, feemed mild and cheerful, 
without referve, or jealoufy of drangers. This, however, may arife from their having 
little to lofe or care for. 

With refpeft to perfbnal activity or genius, we can fay but little of either. They 
do not feem to poflefs the fird in any remarkable degree; and as for the lad, they have, 
to appearance, lels than even the half-animated inhabitants of I erra del Fuego, who 
have not invention fufficient to make cloathing for defending themfelves from the 
rigour of their climate, though furnilhed with the materials. The fmall dick, rudely 
pointed, which one of them carried in his hand, was the only thing we faw that required 
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any mechanical exertion, if we except the fixing on the feet of fome of them 
pieces of kangooroo fliin, tied with thongs ‘ r though it could not be learnt whether thefe 
were in ufe as IhoeSi or only to defend fome fore. It mu ft be owned, however, they, 
are mailers of fome contrivance in the manner of cutting their arms and bodies in lines 
of different lengths and dire&ions, which are raifed confiderably above the furface of 
the fldn, fo that it is difficult to guefs the method they ufe in executing this embroidery 
of their perfons. 

Their colour is a dull black, and not quite fo deep as that of the African negroes. 
Their hair, however, is perfectly woolly, and it is clotted or divided into imall parcels 
like that of the Hottentots, with the ufe of fome fort of greafe, mixed with a red paint 
or ochre which they finear in great abundance over their heads. Their nofes, though 
not flat, are broad and full; their eyes are of a middling fize, with the white lefs clear 
than in us; and though not remarkably quick or piercing, fuch as give a frank cheerful 
call to the whole countenance. Their teeth are broad, but not equal, nor well fet 
and either from nature, or from dirt, not of fo true a white as is ufual among people 
of a black colour. Their mouths are rather wide; but this appearance feems 
heightened by wearing their beards long, and clotted with paint, in the fame manner as 
the hair on their heads. 

The following is a ipeeimen of Van Diemen’s Land vocabulary* 

Quadne, A woman. 

Eve'rai, The eye. 

Mutdje , The nofe. 

Ka’my, The teeth, mouth, or tongue. 

Lae'renne. , A fmall bird, a native of the woods here, 

Roy*gee. The ear. 

No’onga, Elevated fears on the body. 

Teegera , To eat. . 

Toga'rago, I muft be gone, or, I will go. 

I have no doubt but we {hall find, on a diligent inquiry, and when opportunities offer 
to collect accurately a fufficient number of thefe words, and to compare them, that all 
the people from New Holland, eaftward to Eafter Ifland, have been derived from the 


fame common root. 

At eight o’clock in the morning of the 30th of January, a light breeze fpringing up at 
weft, we weighed anchor, and put to fea from Adventure Bay. 

We purified our courfe to the eaftward, without meeting any thing worthy of note, 
till the night between the 6th and 7th of February, when a marine belonging to the 
Difcovery fell overboard, and was never feen afterward. This was the fecond 
misfortune of the kind that had happened to Captain Clerke fince he left 
England. 

On the 16th of February, at four in the afternoon, we difeovered the land of New 
Zealand. The part we faw, proved to be Rock’s Point, and. bore fouth-eaft-by-fouth, 
about eight or nine leagues diftant. 

We had not been long at anchor in Oueen Charlotte Sound, before feveral canoes, 
filled with natives, came alongfide of the ihips; but very few of them would venture 
on board; which appeared the more extraordinary, as I was well known to them all. 
There was one man in particular amongft them, whom I had treated with remarkable 
kindnefs, during the whole of my ftay when I was laft here. Yet now, neither pro- 
feflions of friendfliip, nor prefents, could prevail upon him to come into the {hip. 
This ihynefs was to be accounted for, only on this ifippofition, that they were appre- 
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henfive we had revifited their country, in order to revenge the death of Captain 
Furneaux’s people. 

On the 13th we fet up two tents, one from each Ihip, on the fame fpot where we had 
pitched them formerly. The obfervatories were at the fame time erected; and 
Meffrs. King and Bayley began their operations immmediately, to find the rate of the 
time-keeper, and to make other obfervations. The remainder of the empty water- 
calks were alfo fent on Ihore, with the cooper to trim, and a fufficient number of failors 
to fill them. Two men were appointed to brew fpruce-beer ;■ and the carpenter and 
his crew were ordered to cut wood. A boat, with a party of men under the direction 
of one of the mates, was fent to collect grafs for our cattle j and the people that 
remained on board were employed in refitting the Ihip, and arranging the provifions. 
In this manner, we were all profitably bufied during our ftay. For the protection 
of the party on Ihore, I appointed a guard often marines, and ordered arms for all the 
workmen : Mr. King, and two or three petty officers, conftantly remaining with them. 
A boat was never fent to any confiderable dillance from the Ihips without being armed, 
and under the direction of filch officers as I could depend upon, and who were well 
acquainted with the natives. 

During the courfe of this day, a great number of families'came from different parts 
of the coaft, and took up their refidence clofe to us ; fo that there was not a fpot in 
the cove where a hut could be put up, that was not occupied by them, except the 
place where we had fixed our little encampment.. 

It is curious to obferve, with what facility they build their little huts. I have feen 
above twenty of them ereCted on a fpot of ground^ that, not an hour before, was 
covered with fhrubs and plants. They generally bring fome part of the materials with- 
them, the reft they find upon the premifes. I was prefent when a number of people 
landed, and built one of thefe villages. The moment the canoes reached the Ihore, 
the men leaped out, and at once took poffeffion of a piece of ground, by tearing up the 
plants and fhrubs, or (licking up fome part of the framing of a hut. They then returned 
to their canoes, and fecured their weapons, by fetting them up againft a tree, or placing 
them in fuch a pofition, that they could be laid hold of in an inftant. 

Befides the natives who took up their abode clofe to us, we were occafionally vifited 
by others of them, whofe refidence was not afar off j and by fome who lived more remote. 
Their articles of commerce were, curiofities, fifli, and women. The two firft always 
came to a good market; which the latter did not. The feamen had taken a kind of 
dillike to thefe people; and were either unwilling, or afraid, to affociate with them ; 
which produced this good effeCt, that I knew no inftance of a man’s quitting his ftation, 
to go to their habitations. 

A connexion with women I allow, becaufe I cannot prevent it; but never encourage,, 
becaufe T always dread its confequences. I know, indeed, that many men are 
of opinion, that fuch an intercourfe is one of our greateft fecurities amongft favages ; 
and perhaps they, who either from neceffity or choice, are to remain and fettle with 
them, may find it fo. But with travellers and tranfient vifitors, fuch as we were, it is 
generally otherwife; and in our fituation, a connection with their women betrays 
more men than it faves. What elfe can be reafonably expedted, fince all their views 
are felfiffi, without the leaft mixture of regard or attachment ? My own experience, 
at leaft, which hath been pretty extenlive, hath not pointed out to me one inftance to 
the contrary. 

Amongft our occafional vifitors, was a chief named Kahoora, who, as I was informed, 
headed the party that cut off Captain Furneaux’s people, and himfelf killed Mr. Rowe, 

the 


646 CAPTAIN COOK’S LAST VOYAGE. 

the officer who commanded. To judge of the character of Kahoora, by what I had 
heard from many of his countrymen, he Teemed to be more feared than beloved 
anioneft them. Not fatisfied with telling me that he was a very bad man, Tome of 
them even importuned me'to kill him - and, I believe, they were not a little Turpi ifed 
that I did not liften to them; for, according to their ideas of equity, this ought to 
have been done. But if I had followed the advice of all our pretended friends, I 
might have extirpated the whole race; for the people of each hamlet 01 village, by 

turns, applied to me to deftroy the other. . 

On the 16th, at day-break, I fet out with a party of men, in five .boats, to collect 
food for our cattle. Captain Clerke, and feveral of the officers, Ornai, and two of the 
natives, accompanied me. We proceeded about three leagues up the found, and then 
landed on the eaft fide, at a place where I had formerly been. Here we cut as much 

grafs as loaded the two launches. _ , r f 

As we returned down the found, we vifited Grafs Cove, the memoiable fcene of 
the maffacre of Captain Furneaux’s people. Here I met with my old friend Pedro, who 
was almoft continually with me the lad time I was in the Sound, and is_ mentioned in 
my hiftorv of that voyage. He, and another of his countrymen, received us on the 
beach, armed with the pa-too and fpear. Whether this form of reception was a mark 
of their courtefy, or of their fear, I cannot fay ; but I thought they betrayed mamfeft 
figns of the latter. However, if they had any apprehenfions, a few prefects Toon 
removed them, and brought down to the beach two or three more of the family; but 

the greateft part of them remained out of fight. . . 

Whilft we were at this place, our curiofity prompted us to enquire into the cir- 
cumftances attending the melancholy fate of our countrymen * ; and Omai was made 
ufe of as our interpreter for this purpofe. Pedro, and the reft of the natives prefent, 
anfwered all the queftions that were put to them on the fubjeft without referve, and 
like men who are under no dread of punifhment for a crime of which they ai e not 
guilty. For we already knew that none of them had been concerned in the unhappy 
transaction. They told us, that while our people were fitting at dinner, furrounded 
by feveral of the natives, fome of the latter Hole, or fnatched from them, Tome bread 
and fifli, for which they were beat. This being refented, a quarrel enfued, and two 
New Zealanders were ffiot dead, by the only two mufquets that were fired. For 
before our people had tune to difcharge a third, or to load again thok that had been 
fired, the natives rulhed in upon them, overpowered them with their numbers, and 
put them all to death. Pedro and his companions, belides relating the hiflory of the 
maffacre, made us acquainted with the very fpot that was the fcene or it. It is at the 
corner of the cove on the right hand. They pointed to the place of the fun, to mark 
to us at what hour of ,the day it happened; and according to tins, it muff have been 
late in the afternoon. They alfo {hewed us the place where the boat lay; and it 
appeared to be about two hundred yards diftant from that where the crew were feated. 
One of their number, a black fervant of Captain Furneaux, was left in the boat to take 
care of her. , 

We were afterwards told that this black was the caufe of the quarrel, which was 
faid to have happened thus: One of the natives ftealing fomething out of the boar, 
the negro gave him a fevere blow with a flick. The cries of the fellow being heard 
by his countrymen at a dilfance, they imagined he was kilted, and immediately began 
the attack on our people; who, before they had time to reach the boat, or to arm 

* Vide Captain Cook’s former Voyage. 
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themfelves againft the unexpected impending danger, fell a facrifice to the fury of 
their favage affailants. What became of the boat, I never could learn. Some faid 
fhe was pulled to pieces and burnt j others told us, that {he was carried they knew not 
whither by a party of ftrangers. 

We ftayed here till the evening, when, having loaded the reft of the boats with 
grafs, celery, fcurvy-grafs, &c. we embarked to return to the fhips; where fome of 
the boats did not arrive till one o’clock the next morning; and it was fortunate that 
they got on board then, for it afterwards blew a perfeCl ftorm. In the evening the 
gale ceafed, and the wind having veered to the eaft, brought with it fair weather. 

On the 20th, in the forenoon, we had another ftorm from the north-weft. Though 
this was not of fo long continuance as the former, the gufts of wind from the hills 
were far more violent. 

By this time more than two-thirds of the inhabitants of the found had fettled them¬ 
felves about us. Great numbers of them daily frequented the fhips while our people 
were there melting fome feal-blubber. No Greenlander was ever fonder of train-oil, 
than our friends here feemed to be. They reliflied the very fkimmings of the kettle ; 
but a little of the pure {linking oil was a delicious feaft. 

Having got on board as much hay and grafs as we judged fufficient to ferve the 
cattle till our arrival at Otaheite, and having completed the wood and water of both 
fliips, on the 24th we weighed anchor, and flood out of the cove. 

While we were unmooring and getting under fail, many of the natives came to take 
their leave of us, or rather to obtain, if they could, fome additional prefents from us 
before we left them. Accordingly, I gave to Matahouah and Tomatongeauooranuc, 
two of their chiefs, two pigs, a boar, and a fow. They made me a promife not to kill 
them; though I mull own I put no great faith in this. The animals which Captain Fur- 
neaux fent on ihore here, and which foon after fell into the hands of the natives, I was 
now told were all dead ; but I was afterwards informed, that Tiratou, a chief, had a 
great many cocks and hens in his poffeflion, and one of the fows. 

We had not been long at anchor near Motuara, before three or four canoes, filled 
with natives, came off to us from the fouth-eaft fide of the found ; and a brilk trade 
was carried, on with them for the curiofities of this place. In one of thefe canoes was 
Kahoora, leader of the party who cut off the crew of the Adventure’s boat. This was the 
third time he had vifited us, without betraying the fmalleft appearance of fear. I was 
alhore when he now arrived, but had got on board juft as he was going away. Omai, 
who had returned with me, prefently pointed him out, and folicited me to {hoot him. 
Not fatisfied with this, he addreffed himfelf to Kahoora, threatening to be his exe¬ 
cutioner, if ever he prefumed to vifit us again. 

The New Zealander paid fo little regard to thefe threats, that he returned, the next 
morning, with his whole family, men, women, and children, to the number of twenty 
and upwards. Omai was the firft who acquainted me with his being alongfide the 
Blip, and defired to know if he fliould alk him to come on board. I told him he 
might; and accordingly he introduced the chief into the cabin, faying, “ There is 
Kahoora; kill him !” But, as if he had forgot his former threats, or was afraid that 
1 fliould call upon him to perform them, he immediately retired. In a Ihort time, 
however, he returned; and feeing the chief unhurt, he expoftulated with me very 
eameftly, faying, “ Why do you not kill him ? You tell me, if a man kills another 
in England, that he is hanged for it. This man has killed ten, and yet you will^ 
not- kill him, though many of his countrymen defire it, and it would be very good.’ ’ 
Omai’s arguments, though fpecious enough, having no weight with me, I defired him 
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to afli the chief, why he had killed Captain Furneaux’s people? At this queftion, 
Kahoora folded his arms, hung down his head, and looked like one caught in a trap ; 
and l firmly believe, he expetted inftant death. But no fooner was he allured of his 
fafety, than he became cheerful. He did not, however, feem willing to give me an 
anfwer to the queftion that had been put to him, till I had, again and again, repeated 
my promife that he Ihould not be hurt. Then he ventured to tell us, that one of his 
countrymen having brought a {tone hatchet to barter, the man to whom it was offered 
took it, and would neither return it, nor give any thing for it: on which the owner 
of it fnatched up the bread as an equivalent ; and then the quarrel began. 

For fome time before we arrived 3t New Zealand, Ornai had expreifed a defire to 
take one of the natives with him to his own country. _ We had not been there many 
days, before he had an opportunity of being gratified in this ; for a youth about feven- 
teen or eighteen years of age, named Taweiharooa, oftered to accompany him. Find¬ 
ing that he was fixed in his refolution to go with us, and having, learnt that he was 
the only fon of a deceafed chief, I told his mother that, in all probability, he would 
never return, but this made no imprefiion on either ; for when fhe returned the next 
morning, to take her laft farewell of him, all the time Ihe was on board fhe remained 
quite cheerful, and went awav wholly unconcerned. Another youth, about ten years 
of age, accompanied him as a fervant, named Kokoa ; he was prerented to me by his 
own father, who ftripped him, and left him naked as he was born ; indeed he feemed 

to part with him with perfect indifference. 

From my own obfervations, and from the information of "laweiharooa and others* 
it appears to me that the New Zealanders muff live under perpetual apprehenfions of 
being deftroyed by each other: there being few of their tribes that have not, as they 
think, fuftained wrongs from fome other tribe, which they are continually upon the 
watch to revenge. And, perhaps, the defire of a good meal may be no fniall incite¬ 
ment. Their method of executing their horrible defigns is, by ftealing upon the ad- 
verfe party in the night; and if they find them unguarded they kill all indifcriminately; 
not even fparing the women and children. When the maflacre is completed, they 
either feaft themfelves on the fpot, or cany off as many of the dead bodies as they 
can, and devour them at home, with a£ts of brutality too fhocking to be defcribed. 
One hardly ever finds a New Zealander off his guard, either by night or by day; 
indeed, no other man can have fuch powerful motives to be vigilant, as the prefervation 
both of body and of foul depends upon it. For, according to their fyftem of belief, 
the foul of the man whofe fleih is devoured by the enemy, is doomed to a perpetual 
fire, whilft the foul of the man whofe body has been refcued from thofe who killed 
him, as well as the fouls of all who die a natural death, afcend to the habitations of 
the gods. 

Polygamy is allowed amongft thefe people ; and it is not uncommon for a man to 
have two or three wives. The women are marriageable at a very early age; and it 
fhould feem, that one who is unmarried, is but in a forlorn ftate. She can with diffi¬ 
culty get a fubfiflence ; at Ieaft, flie is, in a great meafure, without a prote&or, though 
in conftant want of a powerful one. 

No people can have a quicker fenfe of an injury done to them, and none are more 
ready to refent it. But, at the fame time, they will take an opportunity of being in- 
folent w hen they think there is no danger of puniftiment. 

Their public contentions are frequent, or rather perpetual; for k appears, from their 
number of weapons, and dexterity in ufing them, that war is their principal profeffion. 
Before they begin the onfet, they join, in a war-fong, to which they all keep the 
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exafleft time, and foon raife their paffion to a degree of frantic fury, attended with 
the mod: horrid diftortion of their eyes, mouths, and tongues, to ftrike terror into 
their enemies; which, to thofe who have not been accuftomed to fuch a praflice, 
makes them appear more like demons than men, and would almofl chill the boldeft 
with fear. To this fucceeds a circumflance, almofl; foretold in their fierce demeanour, 
horrid, cruel, and difgraceful to human nature ; which is, cutting in pieces, even 
before being perfectly dead, the bodies of their enemies, and, after dreffing them on a 
fire, devouring the flelh, not only without reluctance, but with peculiar fatisfaCtion. 


PART II. 

From leaving New Zealand in February 1777,^0 their Arrival at Otaheite in July 

following. 

ON the 25th of February we failed from New Zealand, and had nofooner loft fight 
of the land than our two young adventurers repented heartily of the ftep they had 
taken. All the Toothing encouragement we could think of availed but little. They 
wept both in public and in private ; and made their lamentations in a kind of fong, 
which was expreflive of their praifes of their country. Thus they continued for many 
days, but at length their native country 2nd their friends were forgot, and they appeared 
to be as firmly attached to us, as if they had been born amongft us. 

On the 29th of March, at ten in the morning, as we were Handing to the north- 
eaft, the Difcovery made the fignal of feeing land. We faw it from the raaft-head 
ahnoft the fame moment, bearing north-eaft-by-eaft. We foon difcovered it to be an 
ifland of no great extent. 

We prefently found it was inhabited, and faw feveral people, on a point of the land 
we had palfed, wading to the reef, where, as they found the fhip leaving them quickly, 
they remained. But others who foon appeared in different parts, followed her courfe; 
and fometimes feveral of them collected into fmall bodies, who made a Ihouting noife 
all together, nearly after the manner of the inhabitants of New Zealand. 

Between feven and eight o’clock, we were at the weft-north-weft part of the ifland, 
and, being near the Ihore, we could perceive with our glaffes that feveral of the natives 
were armed with long fpears and clubs, which they brandilhed in the air with figns of 
threatening, or, as fome on board interpreted their attitudes, with invitations to land. 
Mod of them appeared naked, except having a fort of girdle, which, being brought 
up between the thighs, covered that part of the body. But fome of them had pieces 
of cloth of different colours, white, ftriped, or chequered, which they wore as a gar¬ 
ment thrown about their flioulders; and almofl all of them had a white wrapper about 
(heir heads, not much unlike a turban. They were of a tawny colour, and of a mid¬ 
dling ftature. 

At this time a fmall canoe was launched in a great hurry from the further end of 
the beach, and a man getting into it, put off, as with a view to reach the fhip. On 
perceiving this, I brought-to, that we might receive the vifit; but the man’s refolution 
failing, he foon returned toward the beach, where, after fome time, another mail 
joined him in the canoe, and then they both paddled towards us. 1 hey flopped fhort, 
however, as if afraid to approach, until Omai, who addreffed them in the Otaheitean 
language, in fome ineafure quieted their apprehenfions. They then came near enough 
to take fome beads and nails, which were tied to a piece of wood, and thrown into the 
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canoe. They feemed afraid to touch thefe things, and put the piece of wood afide 
without untying them. This, however, might arife from fuperftition ; for Omai told 
us, that when they faw us offering them prefents, they alked fomething for their Eatooa, 
or god. He alfo, perhaps improperly, put the queftion to them. Whether they ever 
eat human flefh ? which they anfwered in the negative, with a mixture of indignation 
and abhorrence. One of them, whofe name was Mourooa, being alked how he came by 
a fear on his forehead, told us, that it was the confequence of a wound he had got in 
fighting with the people of an ifland, which lies to the north-eaftward, who foraetimes 
came to invade them. They afterward took hold of a rope. Still, however, they 
would not venture on board j but told Omai, who underftood them pretty well, that 
their countrymen on Ihore had given them this caution, at the fame time directing 
them to inquire, from whence our fhip came, and to learn the name of the captain. 
On our part, we inquired the name of the ifland, which they called Mangya or Man- 
geea; and fometimes added to it Nooe, nai, naiwa. T he name of their chief, they 
laid, was Orooaeeka. 

Mourooa was lufty and well made, but not very tall. His features were agreeable, 
and his difpofition feemingly no lefs fo ; for he made feveral droll gefticulations, which 
indicated both good-nature and a fliare of humour. He alfo made others which feemed 
of a ferious kind, and repeated fome words with a devout air, before he ventured to 
lay hold of the rope at the {hip’s ftern; which was probably to recommend himfelf to 
the protection of fome divinity. His colour was nearly of the fame call with that 
common to the moll fouthern Europeans. The other man was not fo handfome. Both 
of them had ftrong, ftraight hair, of a jet colour, tied together on the crown of the 
head with a bit of cloth. They wore fuch girdles as we had perceived about thofe on 
Ihore, and we found they were a fubftance made from the morus papyrifera, in the 
fame manner as at the other iflands of this ocean. It was glazed like the fort ufed by 
the natives of the Friendly iflands ; but the cloth on their heads was white, like that 
which was found at Otaheite. They had on a kind of fandals, made of a graffy fub- 
itance interwoven, which we alfo obferved were worn by thofe who flood upon the 
beach $ and, as we fuppofed, intended to defend their feet againft the rough coral 
rock. Their beards were long, and the infide of their arms, from the fhoulder to the 
elbow, and fome other parts, were punftured or tatooed, after the manner of the in¬ 
habitants of almoll all the other iflands in the South-Sea. The lobe of their ears was 
pierced, or rather flit, and to fuch a length, that one of them ftuck there a knife and 
lome beads, which he had received from us; and the fame perfon had two polilhed 
pearl-lhells, and a bunch of human hair, loofely twilled, hanging about his neck, which 
was the only ornament we obferved. The canoe they came in (which was the only 
one we faw) was not above ten feet long, and very narrow; but both ftrong and 
neatly made. The fore-part had a flat board fattened over it, and projecting out, to 
prevent the fea getting in on plunging, like the fmall evaas at Otaheite j but it had 
an upright ftern, about five feet high, like fome in New Zealand ; and the upper end 
of this ftern-poft was forked. The lower part of the canoe was of a white wood; 
but the upper was black, and their paddles, made of wood of the fame colour, not 
above three feet long, broad at one /end, and blunted. They paddled either end of the 
canoe forward indifferently; and only turned about their faces to paddle the con¬ 
trary way. 

We now ftood off and on; and as foon as the lliips were in a proper ftation, about 
ten o’clock I ordered two boats, one of them from the Difcovery, to found the coaft, 
and to endeavour to find a landing-place. With this view, I went in one of them 
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myfelf, taking with me Fuch articles to give the natives as I thought might ferve to 
gain their good-will. I had no fooner put off from the (hip, than the canoe with the 
two men, which had not left us long before, paddled towards my boat; and having come 
alongside, Mourooa ftept into her, without being alked, and without a moment’s 
hefitation. 

Omai, who was with me, was ordered to inquire of him where we could land; and 
he directed us to two different places. But I faw, with regret, that the attempt could 
not be made at either place, unlefs at the rilk of having our boats filled with water, 
or even ftaved to pieces. Nor were we more fortunate in our fearch for anchorage; 
for we could find no bottom till within a cable's length of the breakers. There we 
met with from forty to twenty fathoms depth, over {harp coral rocks; fo that anchor¬ 
ing would have been attended with much more danger than landing. 

While we were thus employed in reconnoitring the fliore, great numbers of the 
natives thronged down upon the reef, all armed as above mentioned. Mourooa, who 
was now in my boat, probably thinking that this warlike appearance hindered us from 
landing, ordered them to retire back. As many of them complied, I judged he muff 
be a perfon of fome confequence among them. Indeed, if we underltood him right, 
he was the King’s brother. So great was the curiolity of feveral of diem, that they 
took to the water, and fwimming off to the boats, came on board them without referve. 
Nay, we found it difficult to keep them out; and Jlill more difficult to prevent them 
carrying off every thing they could lay their hands upon. At length, when they 
perceived that we were returning. to the {hips, they all left us, except our original 
vifitor Mourooa. He, though not without evident figns of fear, kept his place in my 
boat, and accompanied me on board the fhip. 

The cattle, and other new objects, that prefented themfelves to him there, did not 
{hike him with fo much furprife as one might have expefted. Perhaps his mind was 
too much taken up about his own fafety, to allow him to attend to other things. It is 
certain, that he feemed very uneafy; and the fhip, on our getting on board, happening 
to be {landing off fliore, this circumftance made him the more fo. I could get but little 
new information from him; and therefore, after he had made a fhort flay, I ordered 
a boat to carry him in toward the land. As foon as he got out of the cabin, he hap¬ 
pened to ftumble over one of the goats. His curiofity now overcoming his fear, he 
flopped, looked at it, and alked Omai, what bird this was ? and not receiving an 
immediate anfwer from him, he repeated the queftion to fome of the people upon 
deck. The boat having conveyed him pretty near to the furf, he leaped into the fea, 
and fwam afliore. He had no fooner landed, than the multitude of his countrymen 
gathered round him, as if with an eager curiofity to learn from him what he had 
feen; and in this fituation they remained, when we loft fight of them. As foon as 
the boat returned, we hoifled her in, and made fail from the land to the north¬ 
ward. 

Thus were we obliged to leave, unvifited, this fine ifland, which feemed capable 
of fupplying all our wants. 

As the inhabitants feemed to be both numerous and well fed, fuch articles of pro- 
vifion as the ifland produces mufl be in great plenty. It might, however, be a matter 
of curiofity to know, particularly, their method of fubfiftence; for our friend Mourooa 
told us, that they had no animals, as hogs and dogs, both which, however, they had 
heard of; hut acknowledged they had plantains, bread-fruit, and taro. The only birds 
we faw, were fome white egg-birds, terns, and noddies ; and one white heron, on 
the fliore. 
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After leaving Mangeea, on the afternoon of the 30th, we continued our courfe 
northward all that night, and till noon on the 31ft; when we again faw land, in the 
direflion of north-eaft-by-north, diftant eight or ten leagues; and next morning, at 
ei„ht o’clock, we got abreaft of its north end. I fent two armed boats from the 
Refolution, and one from the Difcovery, under the command of Lieutenant Gore, to 
look for anchoring-ground, and a landing-place. In the mean tune, we plyed up 

under the ifland with the fhips. , _ , r 

Jull as the boats were putting oft, we obferved feveral fingle canoes coming from 
the fliore. They went firft to the Difcovery, £he being the neareft fhip. It was not 
long after when three of the canoes came alongfide of the Refolution, each condufUd 
by one man. They are long and narrow, andSupported by outriggers. The Hern 
is elevated about three or four feet, fomething like a fhip’s ftern-poit. The head is 
Sat above but prow-like below, and turns down at the extremity, like the end of a 
violin. Some knives, beads, and other trifles, were conveyed to our viators; and hey 
cave us a few cocoa-nuts, upon our aiking for them. Bat they did not part with them 
by way of exchange for what they had received from us. For they feemed to have 
no idea of bartering j nor did they appear to eftimate any of our prefents at a high 

With a little perfuafion, one of them made his canoe fall to the (hip, and came on 
board; and the other two, encouraged by his example, foon followed him. Their 
whole behaviour marked that they were quite at their eafe, and felt no fort of appre- 
henfion of our detaining or ufmg them ill. 

After their departure another canoe arrived, conduced by a man who brought a 
bunch of plantains as a prefent to me; aiking for me by name, having leanrt it from 
Omai, who was fent before us in a boat with Mr. Gore. In return for this civility, I 
gave him an axe, and a piece of red cloth j and he paddled back to the fhore well 
iatisfied, I afterwards underftood from Omai, that this prefent had been fent from, 
the King, or principal chief of the ifland. 

Not long after a double canoe, in which were twelve men, came towards us. As 
they drew near the ihip, they recited fome words in concert, by way of chorus, one of 
their number firft Handing up, and giving the word before each repetition. When 
they had fmiihed their folemn chant, they came alongfide and alked for the chief. 
As foon as I fliewed myfelf, a pig and a few cocoa-nuts were conveyed up into the 
ftip j and the principal perfon in the canoe made me an additional prefent of a piece 
of matting, as foon as he and his companions got on board. 

Our vifitors were conduced into the cabin, and to other parts of the Ihip. Some 
objefls feeined to ftrike them with a degree of furprife; but nothing fixed their 
attention for a moment. They were afraid to come hear the cows and horfes ; nor 
did they form the leaft conception of their nature. But the Iheep and goats did not 
furpafs the limits of their ideas; for they gave us to underftand, that they knew them 
to be birds. It will appear rather incredible, that human ignorance could ever make 
lo ft range a miftake ; there not being the molt diftant fimilitude between a Iheep or 
a goat and any winged animal. I made a prefent to my new friend of what I thought 
m?ght be moft acceptable to him; but, on his going away, he feemed rather dif- 
appointed than pleafed. I afterward underftood that he was very defirous of obtain¬ 
ing a dog, of which animal this ifland could not boaft. 

The people in thefe canoes were in general of a middling fize, and not unlike thofe 
of Mangeea; though feveral were of a blacker call than any we faw there. Their hair 
was tied on the crown of the head, or flowing loofe about the fhaulders j and though 
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m iome it was of a frizzling difpofition, yet, for the moll part, that, as well as the 
ftraight fort, was long. Their features were various, and fome of the young men 
rather handfome. Like thofe of Mangeea, they had girdles of glazed cloth, or fine 
matting, the ends of which, being brought betwixt their thighs, cover the adjoining 
parts. Ornaments, compofed of a fort of broad brafs, flamed with red, and fining with 
berries ot the mght-fhade, were worn about their necks. Their ears were bored but 
not fht; and they were punctured upon their legs, from the knee to the heel which 
made them appear as if they wore a kind of boots. They alfo refembled the inha¬ 
bitants of Mangeea in the length of their beards, and, like them, wore a fort of fandals 
upon their feet. 1 heir behaviour was frank and cheerful, with a great deal of good¬ 
nature. ° & 


Soon after day-break, we obferved fome canoes coming off to the fhips, and one of 
them direded its courfe to the Refolution. In it was a hog, with fome plantains and 
cocoa-nuts, for which the people who brought them demanded a dog from us, and 
refufed every other thing that we offered in exchange. To gratify thefe people, Omai 
parted with a favourite dog he had brought from England ; and with this aequifition 
they departed highly fatisfied. \ ’ 

I difpatched Mr. Gore with three boats, two from the Refolution, and one from the 
Diicovery. Iwo of the natives, who had been on board, accompanied him, and Omai 
went with him in his boat as an interpreter. The fhips being a full league from the 
ifland when the boats put off, it was noon before we could work up to it. We then 
faw our three boats riding at their grapiings, juft without the furf, and a prodigious 
number of the natives on the fhore, abreaft of them. By this we concluded; that 
Mr. Gore, and others of our people, had landed, and our impatience to know the 
event may be eafily conceived. In order to obferve their motions, and to be ready to 
g*ve them fuch affiftance as they might want, and our refpeclive fituations would 
admit of ? I kept as near the fhore as was prudent. Some of the iilanders, now and 
then, came off to the fhips in their canoes, with a few cocoa-nuts, which they exchanged, 
for whatever was offered to them. ° 

Thefe occafional vifits ferved to leffen my folicitude about our people who had 
landed. Though we could get no information from our vifitors; yet their venturing 
on board feemed to., imply, at leaft, that their countrymen on fhore had not made an 
itnp'oper ufe of the confidence put in them. At length, a little before fun-fet, we had 
the fatisfadion of feeing the boats put off. When they got on board, I found that 
Mr. Gore himfelf, Omai, Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Burney, were the only perfons 
who had landed. .1 he tranfadions of the day were now fully reported to me by 
Mr. Anderfon: I fhall give them nearly in his words. 

We rowed toward a filial! landy beach, upon which a great number of the natives 
had affembled. Several of the natives fwam off, bringing cocoa-nuts; and Omai, with 
their countrymen, whom we had with us in the boats, made them fenfible of our wifh 
to land. 

. “ Mr. Burney, the firfl lieutenant of the Difcovery, and I, went in one canoe, a little 
time before the other; and our condudors, watching attentively the motions of the 
furf, landed us fafely upon the reef. An iflander took hold of each of us, obvioufly 
with an intention to fupport us in walking over the rugged rocks to the beach, where 
ieveral of the others met us, holding the green boughs of a ipecies of mi mo fa in their 
hands, and faluted us by applying their nol'es to ours. 

“ We were conduded from the beach aniidft a crowd of people, who Socked with 
very eager curiofity to look at us, and would have prevented our proceeding, had not 
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fome men, who feemed to have authority, dealt blows, with little diftin&ion, amongft 
them, to keep them off. We were then led up an avenue of cocoa-palms j and foon 
came*to a number of men, arranged in two rows, armed with clubs. After walking 
a little way amongft thefe, we found a perfon who feemed a chief, fitting on the 
ground crofs-legged, cooling himfelf with a fort of triangular fan made from a leaf of 
the cocoa-palm. In his ears were large bunches of beautiful red feathers; but he 
had no other mark to diftinguifh him from the reft of the people, though they all 

obeyed him. . 

M proceeded ftill amongft the men armed with clubs, and came to a fecond chief, 
who fat fanning himfelf, and ornamented as the firft. In the fame manner we were 
conducted to a third chief, who feemed older than the two former. He alfo was 
fitting, and adorned with red feathers; and after faluting him as we had done the 
others, he defired us both to fit down ; which we were very willing to do, being pretty 
well fatigued. 

“ In a few minutes, we faw, at a fmall diftance, about twenty young women, 
ornamented as the chiefs, with red feathers, engaged in a dance, which they performed 
to a flow and ferious air, fung by them all. We got up, and went forward to fee 
them; and though we muft have been ftrange objefts to them, they continued their 
dance, without paying the Ieaft attention to us. Their motions and fong were per¬ 
formed in exadt concert. In general, they were rather ftout than flender, with black 
hair flowing in ringlets down the neck, and of an olive complexion. Their eyes Were 
of a deep black, and each countenance ex prefled a degree of complacency and 
modefty, peculiar to the fex in every part of the world; but perhaps more confpicuous 
here, where nature prefented us with her productions in the fulleft perfedtion, 
unbiafled in fentiment by cuftom, or unreftrained in manner by art. Their fhape and 
limbs were elegantly formed; for as their drefs confifted only of a piece of glazed 
cloth fattened about the waift, and fcarceiy reaching fo low as the knees, in many we 
had an opportunity of obferving every part. _ 

« As we fuppofed the ceremony of being introduced to the chiefs was at an end, we 
began to look about for Mr. Gore and Omai; and though the crowd would hardly 
fuffer us to move, we at length found them coming up, as much incommoded by the 
number of people as we had been, and introduced in the fame manner to the three 
chiefs, whole names were Otteroo, Taroa, and Fatouweera. Omai mentioned to them 
our views in coming on ftiore, when he was told we muft wait till next day. 

« They now feemed to take fome pains to feparate us from each other; every one of 
us having his circle, to furround and gaze at him: and when I told the chief with 
whom I fat, that I wanted to fpeak to Omai, he peremptorily refufed my requeft. At 
the fame time I found the people began to fteal feveral trifling things which I had in 
my pocket; and when I took the liberty of complaining to the chief of this treatment, 
he juftified it. From thefe circumftances, I now entertained apprehenfions that they 
might have formed the deflgn of detaining us amongft them. 

“Mr. Burney happening to come to the place where I was, I mentioned my ftifpicions 
to him; and, to put it to the teft, whether they were well founded, we attempted to 
get to the beach. But we were flopped, when about half way, by fome men, who 
told us that we muft go back to the place which we had left. On coming up, we 
found Omai entertaining the fame apprehenfions. But he had, as he fancied, an addi¬ 
tional reafon for being afraid; for he had obferved, that they had dug a hole in the 
ground for an oven, which they were now heating; and he could aflign no other 
reafon for this, than that they meant to roafl and eat us, as is pradtifed by the 
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inhabitants of New Zealand. Nay, he went fo far as to alk them the queftion ; at 
which they were greatly furprized, alking, in return, whether that was a cuftom 
with us ? 

“ In this manner we were detained the greateft part of the day, being fometimes to¬ 
gether and fometimes feparated, but always in a crowd; who, not fatisfied with 
gazing at us, frequently defired us to uncover parts of our flrin; the fight of which 
commonly produced a general murmur of admiration. At the fame time, they did 
not omit thefe opportunities of rifling our pockets; and at laft, one of them fnatched 
a fmall bayonet from Mr. Gore, which hung in its (heath by his fide. 

“ Upon our urging again the bufinefs we came upon, they gave us to underiland, 
that we mull Hay and eat with them; and a pig which we faw foon after, lying 
near the oven, which they had prepared and heated, removed Omai’s apprehensions 
of being put into it himfelf; and made us think it might be intended for our repaft. 
The chief alfo promifed to fend fome people to procure food for the cattle; but it 
was not till pretty late in the afternoon that we faw them return with a few plantain- 
trees, which they carried to our boats. A piece of the young hog that had been 
drefied, was fet before us, of which we were defired to eat. Our appetites, however, 
had failed, from the fatigue of the day ; and though we did eat a little to pleafe them, 
it was without fatisfaction to ourfelves. 

“ It being now near funfet, we told them it was time to go on board. This they 
allowed ; and fent down to the beach the remainder of the victuals that had been 
drefled, to be carried with us to the Ihips. They put us on board our boats, with the 
cocoa-nuts, plantains, and- other provifions, which they had brought $. and we rowed 
to the Ihips, very well pleafed that we had at laft got out of the hands of our trou- 
blefome mailers. 

“ We regretted much, that our reftrained fituation gave us fo little opportunity of 
making obfervations on the country. For during the whole day, we were feldom a 
hundred yards from the place where we were introduced to the chiefs, on landing ; 
and, cohfequently, were confined to the furrounding obje&s. The firft thing 
that prefented irlelf, worthy of our notice, was the number of people ; which mult 
have been, at leaft, two thoufand. For thofe who welcomed us on the Ihore, 
bore no proportion to the multitude we found amongft the trees, on proceeding a 
little way up. 

“ We could alfo obferve, that, except a few, thofe we had hitherto feen on board,, 
were of the lower clafs. For a great number of thofe we now met with, had a fu- 
perior dignity in their air, and were of a much whiter call. In general, they had 
their hair'‘tied on the crown of the head, long, black, and of a rnoft luxuriant growth. 
Many of the young men were perfect models in lhape, of a complexion as delicate 
as that of the women, and to appearance, of a difpolition as amiable. 

« The wife of one of the chiefs appeared with her child, laid in a piece of red cloth, 
which had been prefented to her hulband; and feemed to carry it with great ten- 
demefs, fuckling it much after the manner of our women. Another chief introduced 
his daughter, who was young and beautiful; but appeared with all the timidity na¬ 
tural to the fex; though fhe gazed on us with a kind of anxious concern, that ieemed 
to ftruggle with her fear, and to exprefs her aftonilhment at fo unufual a fight. 
Others advanced with a firmnefs, and, indeed, were lefs referved than we expected j 
but behaved with a becoming modefty. We did not oblerve any perlonal deformities 
amongft either fex; except in a few who had fears of broad lupeificial ulcers re¬ 
maining on the face and other parts. 

& r “About 
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“ About a third part of the men were armed with clubs and fpears ; and probably, 
thefe were only the perfons who had come from a diftance, as many of them had 
fmall balkets, mats, and other things, faftened to the ends of their weapons. The 
clubs were generally about fix feet long, made of hard black wood, lancedhaped at 
the end, but much broader, with the edge nicely fcolloped, and the whole neatly 
poliflied. 

** What the foil of the ifland may be, farther inland, we could not tell. But, toward 
the fea, it is nothing more than a bank of coral, ten or twelve feet high, deep, and 
rugged j except where there are fmall fandy beaches, at fome clefts where the afcent 
is gradual. The coral, though it has, probably, been expofed to the weather for 
many centuries, has undergone no farther change than becoming black on the furface; 
which, from its irregularity, is not much unlike large maffes of a burnt fubftance. 
But on breaking fome pieces off, we found that, at the depth of two or three inches, 
it was juft as frefli as the pieces that had been lately thrown upon the beach by 
the waves. The reef or rock, that lines the fhore entirely, runs to different breadths 
into the fea, where it ends all at once, and becomes like a high fteep wall. It is 
nearly even with the furface of the water, and of a brown or brick colour; but the 
texture is rather porous, yet fufficient to withftand the wafting of the furf which 
continually breaks upon it.” 

Though the landing of our gentlemen proved the means of enriching my journal 
with the foregoing particulars, the principal object I had in view was, in a great mea- 
fure, unattained; for the day was fpent without getting any one thing from the 
ifland worth mentioning. The natives, however, were gratified with a fight they 
never before had ; and, probably, will never have again. And mere curiofity feems 
to have been the chief motive for keeping the gentlemen under fuch reftraint, and 
for tiling every art to prolong their continuance amongft them. 

Omai was Mr. Gore’s interpreter, but that was not the only fervice he performed 
this day. He was alked by the natives a great many queftions concerning us, our 
Ihips, our country, and the fort of arms we ufed ; and according to the account he 
gave me, his anfwers were not a little upon the marvellous. As, for inftance, he 
told them, that our country had Ihips as large as their ifland ; on board which were 
inftruments of war, (deferibing our guns) of fuch dimenfions, that feveral people 
might .fit within them ; and that one of them was fufficient to crufli the whole ifland 
at one ffiot. This led them to enquire of him, what fort of guns we actually had 
in our two Ihips. He faid, that though they were but fmall, in comparifon ‘ with 
thofe he had juft deferibed, yet, with fuch as they were, we could with the greatelt 
eafe, and at the diftance the Ihips were from the Ihore, deftroy the ifland, and kill 
every foul in it. They perfevered in their inquiries to know by what means this 
could be done ? and Omai explained the matter as well as he could. He happened 
luckily to have a few cartridges in his pocket: thefe he produced ; the balls, and the 
gunpowder which was to fet them in motion, were fubraitted to infpedtion j and, to 
lupply the defefts of his defeription, an appeal was made to the fenfes of the fpefta- 
tors. It has been mentioned above, that one of the chiefs had ordered the multitude 
to form themfelves into a circle. This furnilhed Omai with a convenient llage for 
his exhibition. In the centre of this amphitheatre, the inconfiderable quantity of 
gunpowder, collected from his cartridges, was properly difpofed upon the ground, 
and, by means of a bit of burning wood from the oven, where dinner was dreffing, 
fet on fire. The fudden blaft, and loud report, the mingled flame and finoke, that 
mftantly fucceeded, now filled the whole affembly with aftonifhinent j they no longer 
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doubted the tremendous power of our weapons, and gave full credit to all that 
Omai had faid. 

If it had not been for the terrible ideas they conceived of the guns of our fliips, 
from this fpecimen of their mode of operation, it was thought that they would have 
detained the gentlemen all night. For Omai alfured them, that if he and his com¬ 
panions did not return on board the fame day, they might expeCt that I would 
lire upon the ifland. And as we flood in nearer the land in the evening, than we had 
done any time before, of which pofition of the fliips they were obferved to take great 
notice, they, probably, thought we were meditating this formidable attack; and. 
Therefore, fufFered their guefts to depart; under the expe&ation, however, of feeing 
them again on fhore next morning. But I was too fenfible of the rifle they had already 
run, to think of a repetition of the experiment. 

Omai found three of his countrymen here; their ftory is an affe&ing one, as related 
by him. About twenty perfons had embarked on board a canoe at Otaheite, to crofs 
over to the neighbouring ifland Ulietea. A violent contrary wind arifmg, they could 
neither reach the latter, nor get back to the former. Their intended paffage being a 
very fliort one, their flock of provifions was fcanty, and foon exhaufted. The hard¬ 
ships they fufFered, while driven along by the ftorm, are not to be conceived. They 
palled many days without fuftenance. Their numbers gradually diminifhed, worn out 
by famine and fatigue. Four only furvived, when the canoe overfet. However, they kept 
hanging by the fide of the veffel, till Providence brought them in fight of the people 
of this ifland, who immediately fent out canoes, and brought them afhore. Of the 
four, one was fince dead. The other three ftill living, fpoke highly of the kind treat¬ 
ment they here met with. And fo well fatisfied were they with their fituation, that 
they refufed the offer made to them by our gentlemen, at Omai’s requeft, of giving, 
them a paffage on board our fliips, to reftore them to their native iflands. 

The landing of our gentlemen on this ifland, though they failed in the object of it, 
cannot but be confidered as a very fortunate cireumftance. It has proved, as we have 
feen, the means of bringing to our knowledge a matter of fa£l, not only very curious, 
but very inftruffive. The application of the above narrative is obvious. It will ferve 
to explain, better than a thoufand conjectures of fpeculative reafoners, how the 
detached parts of the earth, and in particular how the iflands of the South Seas, may 
have been fir ft peopled, efpecially thofe that lie remote from any inhabited continent, 
or from each other. 

Light airs and calms having prevailed, by turns, all the night of the 3d of April, 
the eaftcrly lwell had carried the fhips feme diftance from Watteeoo, before day¬ 
break, But as 1 had failed in my objeCt of procuring fome effectual fupply, I quitted 
it without regret, and fleered for the neighbouring ifland. 

"With gentle breeze at eaft, we got up with it before ten o’clock in the morning, and 
1 immediately difpatched Mr. Gore, with two boats, to endeavour to get foine food for 
our cattle. As there feemed to be no inhabitants here to obftruCt our taking away 
whatever we might think proper, our boats no lboner reached the weft fide of the 
ifland, but they ventured in, and Mr. Gore and his party got fafe on fhore. I could, 
from the fliip, fee that they had fucceeded fo far ; and I immediately fent a fmall boat 
to know what farther afli fiance was wanting. She did not return till three o’clock in 
the afternoon, having waited to take in a lading of what ufeful produce the ifland 
afforded. As foon as fhe was cleared, fhe was fent again for another cargo; the 
jolly-boat was alfo difpatched, and Mr. Gore was ordered to be on board, with all 
the boats, before night; which was complied with. 
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The iupply obtained here, confifted of about a hundred cocoa-nuts for each fhip; 
we alfo got for our cattle foine grafs, and a quantity of the leaves and branches of 
young cocoa-trees, and of the wharra-tree, as it is called at Otaheite. 

The only birds feen here were a beautiful cuckoo, of a chefnut brown, variegated 
with black, which was fliot. And upon the {hore, fome egg-birds; a firnll fort of 
curlew; blue and white herons; and great numbers ol noddies; which laft, at this 
time, laid their eggs, a little further up, on the ground. 

One of our people caught a. lizard, of 3 moft forbidding alpect, though imal], 
running up a tree; and many of another fort were feen. I he bulhes towards the 
f'ea, were frequented by infinite numbers of a fort of moth, elegantly fpeclded with red, 
black, and white. There were alio feveral other forts of moths, as well as fome pretty 

butterflies; and a few other in lea?. t 

Though there were, at this time, no fixed inhabitants upon the ifland, indubitable 
marks remained of its being, at leaft, occafionally frequented. In particular, ^ a few 
empty huts were found. In one of them, Mr. Gore Left a hatchet, and fome nails, to 
the full value of what we took away. 

As foon as the boats were hoifted in, I made fail again to the northward. Although 
Hervey’s ifland, difcovered in 1773, was not above fifteen leagues diftant, yet we did 
not get fight of it till day-break in the morning. As we drew near it, at eight o’clock, 
we obferved feveral canoes put off toward the fhips. This was a fight that, indeed, 
furprifed me, as no figns of inhabitants were feen when the ifland was firft difcovered; 
which might be owing to a pretty brilk wind that then blew, and prevented their 
canoes venturing out, as the lhips paffed to leeward; whereas now we were to 
windward. 

As we kept on toward the ifland, fix or feven of the canoes, all double ones, foon 
came near us. There were from three to fix men in each of them. They /topped at 
the difiance of about a Hone’s throw from the /hip ; and it was fome time before Omai 
could prevail upon them to come alongfide; but no entreaties could induce any of 
them to venture on board. Indeed, their diforderly and clamorous behaviour by no 
means indicated a difpofition to truft us, or treat us well. We afterwards learnt, that 
they had attempted to take fome oars out of the Difcovery’s boat that lay alongfide, 
and /truck a man who endeavoured to prevent them. They alfo cut away, with a /hell, 
a net with meat, which hung over that /hip’s ftern,and abfolutelyrefufed to re/lore it; 
though we afterwards purchafedit of them. Thofe who were about our /hip, behaved 
in the fame daring manner; for they made a fort of hook, of a long flick, with which 
they endeavoured, openly, to rob us of feveral things; and, at laft, actually got a frock 
belonging to one of our people, that was towing over-board. At the fame time, they 
immediately /hewed a knowledge of bartering, and fold fome fifh they had (amongft 
which was an extraordinary flounder, fpotted like porphyry; and a cream-coloured 
eel, fpotted with black) for fmall nails, of which they were immoderately fond, and 
called them goore. But they caught, with the greateft avidity, bits of paper, or any 
thing elfe that was thrown to them ; and if what was thrown fell into the fea, they made 
no fcruple to fwim after it. 

Thefe people feemed to differ as much in perfon, as in difpofition, from the natives 
of Wateeoo; though the diftance between the two iflands is not very great. . Their 
colour was of a deeper call; and feveral had a fierce, rugged afpeft, refembling the 
natives of New Zealand. The /hell of a pear-oyfter poli/hed, hung about the neck, 

was the only ornamental falhion that we obferved amongfl them; for not one of 

them 
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them had adopted that mode of ornament, fo generally prevalent amongft the natives 
of this ocean, of puncturing, or tatooing their bodies. 

Though fmguiar in this, we had the moft unequivocal proofs of their being of the 
fame common race. Their language approached ftill nearer to the dialed of Otaheite 
than that of Wateeoo, or Mangeea. Like the inhabitants of thefe two iHands, they 
inquired from whence our (hips came, and whither bound; who was our chief; the 
number of our men on board ; and even the (hip’s name. 

Having but very little wind, it was one o’clock before we drew near the north-well 
part of the illand; when I fent lieutenant King, with two armed boats, to found and 
reconnoitre the coaft, while we flood off and on with the (hips. The inftant the 
boats were hoifted out, our vifitors in the canoes, who had remained alongfide all the 
while, bartering their little trifles, fufpended their traffic, and puflung for the fhore as 
fad as they could, came near us no more. 

At three o’clock, the boats returned; and Mr. King informed me, “ that there 
was no anchorage for the (hips; and that the boats could only land on the outer edge 
of the reef, which lay about a quarter of a mile from the dry land. lie raid, that a 
number of the natives came down upon the reef, armed with long pikes and clubs, 
as if they intended to oppofe his landing. And yet when he drew near enough, they 
threw fome cocoa-nuts to our people, and invited them to come on fliore; though, 
at the very fame time, he obferved that the women were very bufy bringing down a 
frefli fupply of fpears and darts. But, as he had no motive to land, he did not give 
them an opportunity to ufe them.” 

If I had been fo fortunate as to have procured a fupply of water, and of grafs, at any 
of the iflands we had lately vifited, it was my purpole to have flood back to the fouth, 
till I had met with a wefterly wind. But the certain confequence of doing this, without 
i'uch a fupply, would have been the lofs of all the cattle, before we could poflibly reach 
Otaheite, without gaining one advantage, with regard to the great obje&of our voyage. 
I therefore determined to bear away for the Friendly Iflands, where I was fure of 
meeting with abundance of every thing I wanted. 

April the 7th, I (leered weft-by-fouth, with a fine breeze eaflerly. I propofed to 
proceed firft to Middleburg, or Eooa; thinking, if the wind continued favourable, 
that we had food enough on board for the cattle, to lafl till we fliould reach that ifland. 
But, about noon, next day, thofe faint breezes, that had attended and retarded us fo 
long, again returned ; and I found it necefiary to haul more to the north, to get into 
the latitude of Palmerftone’s and Savage iflands, difeovered in 1774, during my lafl: 
voyage; that if neceffity required it, we might have recourfe to them. 

This day, in order to fave our water, I ordered the ftill to be kept at work, from 
fix o’clock in the morning to four in the afternoon; during which time, we pro¬ 
cured from thirteen to fixteen gallons of frefh water. There has been lately made 
fome improvement, as they are pleafed to call it, of this machine, which, in my opinion, 

is much for the worfe. . 

At length, at daybreak, ill the morning of the 13th, we faw Palmerftone dland, 
bearing weft-by-fouth, diftant about five leagues. However, we did not get up with 
it, till eight o’clock the next morning. I then fent four boats, three from the llcfolu- 
tioii, and one from the Difcovery, with an officer in each, to learch the coaft foi the 
moft convenient landing-place. For, now, we were under an abfolute ncceflity ol 
procuring from this ifland, fome food for the cattle 5 otherwife we mud have loft 
them. 
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The boats firft examined the fouth-eafternmoft part, and failing there, ran down 
to the eaft, where we had the fatisfaftion to fee them land. This place is not 
inhabited. 

About one o’clock, one of the boats came on board, laden with fcurvy-grafs and 
young cocoa-nut trees; which, at this time, was a feaft for the cattle, lhe iame boat 
brought a meffage from Mr. Gore, informing me, that there was plenty of iuch pro¬ 
duce upon the iiland. Before evening, I went afliore in a lmall boat, accompanied by 
Captain Clerke. 

We found every body hard at work, and the landing-place to be in a fmall creek. 
Upon the bufhes that front the fea, or even farther in, we found a great number of 
men-of-war birds, tropic birds, and two forts of boobies, which, at this time, were 
laying their eggs., and fo tame, that they fuffered us to take them off with our hands. 

At one part of the reef, which looks into, or bounds, the lake that is ivithin, 
there was a large bed of coral, almoft even with the furface, which afforded, perhaps, 
one of the moll enchanting profpects that nature has any where produced. Its bafe 
was fixed to the fhore, but reached fo far in, that it could not be feen; fo that it 
feemed to be fufpended in the water, which deepened fo fuddenly, that, at the diftance 
of a few yards, there might be feven or eight fathoms. The fea was, at this time, 
quite unruffled j and the fun Jhining bright, expofed the various forts of coral, in the 
moft beautiful order. But the appearance of thefe was ftill inferior to that of the 
multitude of fifhes that glided gently along, feemingly with the moft perfect fecurity. 
The colours of the different forts were the moft beautiful that can be imagined ; yellow, 
blue, red, black, &c. far exceeding any thing that art can produce. 

There were no traces of inhabitants having ever been here; if we except a fmall 
piece of a canoe that was found upon the beach, which, probably, may have drifted 
from i'ome other ifland. But what is rather extraordinary, we faw feveral fmall brown 
rats on this fpot; a circumftance, perhaps, difficult to account for, unlefs we allow 
that they were imported in the canoe of which we faw the remains. 

After the boats were laden, I returned on board, leaving Mr. Gore, with a 
party, to pafs the night on fiiore, in order to be ready to go to work early the next 
morning. 

That day was accordingly fpent, as the preceding one had been, in collecting, and 
bringing on board, food for the cattle. Having got a fufficient fupply by funfet, I 
ordered every body on board. But having little or no wind, I determined to wait, and 
to employ the next day, by endeavouring to get fome cocoa-nuts for our people from 
the next ifland to leeward, where we could obferve that thofe trees were in much 
greater abundance than where we had already landed. 

"With this view I kept ftandmg off and on all night; and, in the morning, between 
eight and nine o’clock, 1 went with the boats to the weft-fide of the ifland, and landed 
with little difficulty. I immediately fet the people with me to work to gather cocoa- 
nuts, which we found in great abundance. Omai, who was with me, caught, with a 
fcoop-net, in a very fhort time, as much fifft as ferved the whole party on fliore for dinner, 
befides fending fome to both fhips. Here were alfo great abundance of birds, parti¬ 
cularly men-of-war and tropic birds$ fo that we fared fumptuoufly. And it is but 
doing juftice to Omai to fay, that, in thefe excurfions to the uninhabited iflands, lie 
was of the greateft ufe. For he not only caught the filh, but dreffed thefe, and the 
birds we killed, in an oven with heated ftones, after the fafhion of his country, with 
a dexterity and good-humour that did him great credit. 
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We found this iflot near a half larger than the other, and almofl entirely covered 
with cocoa-palms. A young turtle had been lately thrown afhore here, as it was ftill 
full of maggots. We found fome fcorpions, a few other infers, and a great number 
of fifli upon the reefs. Amongft thefe were fome large eels, beautifully fpotted, which, 
when followed, would raife themfelves out of the water, and endeavour, with an open 
mouth, to bite their purfuers. The other forts were chiefly parrot-fifh, fnappers, and 
a brown fpotted rock-fifli, about the lize of a haddock, fo tame, that, inftead of 
fwimming away, it would remain fixed, and ga2e at us. Had we been in abfolute 
want, a fufficient fupply might have been had ; for thoufands of the clams, already- 
mentioned, ftuck upon the reef, fome of which weighed two or three pounds. There 
were, befides, fome other forts of fhell fifli; particularly the large periwinkle. When 
the tide flowed, feveral (harks came in over the reef, fome of which our people killed ; 
but they rendered it rather dangerous to walk in the water at that time. 

Upon the whole, we did not l'pend our time unprofitably at this laft iflot; for we 
got there about twelve hundred cocoa-nuts, which were equally divided amongft the 
whole crew. 

The nine or ten low iflots, comprehended under the name of Palmerfton’s ifland, 
may be reckoned the heads or fummits of the reef of coral rock, that conne&s them 
together, covered only with a thin coat of fand, yet clothed, as already obferved, with 
trees and plants, moft of which are of the fame forts that are found on the low grounds 
of the high i Hands of this ocean. 

The heat, which had been great for about a month, became now much more dif- 
agreeable in this clofe rainy weather ; and, from the moifture attending it, threatened 
foon to be noxious; as the fhips could not be kept dry, nor the lkuttles open for the 
fea. However, it is remarkable enough, that though the only refrefliment we had 
received fince leaving the Cape of Good Hope, was that at New Zealand ; there was 
not, yet, a fingle peribn on board fick, from the conftant ufe of fait food, or vicifli- 
tude of climate. 

In the night between the 24th and 25th we pafled Savage ifland, which I had dif- 
covered in 1774. I fteered for the fouth, and then hauled up for Annamooka. The 
weather being fqually, with rain, I anchored, at the approach of night, in fifteen fa¬ 
thoms water, over a bottom of coral-fand and (hells ; Komango bearing north-weft, 
about two leagues diftant. 

Soon after we anchored, two canoes, the one with four, and the other with three 
men, paddled towards us, and came alongfide without the leaft hefitation. They 
brought fome cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit plantains, and fugar-cane, which they bartered 
with us for nails. 

Next morning, at four o’clock, I fent Lieutenant King, with two boats, to Koinango, 
to procure refrefhments ; and at five, made the fignal to weigh, in order to ply up to 
Annamooka, the wind being unfavourable at north-weft. 

It was 110 fooner day-light, than we were vifited by fix or feven canoes from different 
i(lands, bringing with them, befides fruits and roots, two pigs, feveral fowls, fome 
large wood-pigeons, final! rails, and large violet-coloured coots. All thefe they ex¬ 
changed with us for beads, nails, hatches, &c. They had alfo other articles of com¬ 
merce, fuch as pieces of their cloth, fifli-hooks, fmall bafkets, mufical reeds, and 
fome clubs, fpears, and bows. But 1 ordered that no curiofities fhould be purchafed, 
till the (hips fliould be fupplied with provifions, and leave given for that purpofe. 
Knowing, alfo, from experience, that, if all our people might trade with the natives, 
according to their own caprice, perpetual quarrels would enfue, I ordered that parti- 
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cular perfons ffiould manage the traffic both on board and on ffiore, prohibiting all 
others to interfere. Before mid-day, Mr. King’s boat returned with feven hogs, fome 
fowls, a quantity of fruit and roots for ourfelves, and fome grals for the cattle. His 
party was very civilly treated at Komango, The inhabitants did not feem to be nu¬ 
merous ; and their huts, which flood clofe to each other, within a plantain walk, were 
but indifferent. Not far from them was a pretty large pond of freffi water, tolerably 
good; but there was not any appearance of a ftream. With Mr. King came on board 
the chief of the ifland, named ToobouJangee ; and another whofe name was Taipa. 
They brought with them a hog, as a prefent to me, and promifed more the next 
day. 

Tooboulangee and Taipa kept their prmnife, and brought off to me fome hogs. 
Several others were alfo procured by bartering, from different canoes that followed 
us ; and as much fruit as we could well manage. 

At four o’clock next morning, I ordered a boat to be hoifted out, and fent the 
mafter to found the fouth-weft fide of Annamooka. For his report I determined to 
anchor on the north-fide of the ifland, where, during my laft voyage, I had found a 
place fit both for watering and landing; we reached it that afternoon. 

Thus I refumed the very fame ftation which I had occupied when I vifited Anna¬ 
mooka three years before $ and probably, almoft in the fame place where Talman, 
thefirft difeoverer of this, and fome of the neighbouring iflands, anchored in 1643. 

The following day I went affiore, accompanied by Captain Clerke. Toobou, the 
chief of the ifland, conduced me and Omai to his houfe. We found it fituated on a 
pleafant fpot, in the centre of his plantation. A fine grafs-plot furrounded it, which, 
he gave us to underftand, was for the purpofe of cleaning their feet, before they went 
within doors. I had not, before, obferved fuch an inftance of attention to cleanlinefs 
at any of the places I had vifited in this ocean. While we were on ffiore, we procured 
a few hogs, and fome fruit, by bartering j and, before we got on board again, the 
fliips were crouded with the natives. Few of them coming empty-handed, every ne- 
ceffary refreffiment was now in the greateft plenty. 

I landed again in the afternoon, with a party of marines; and, at the fame time, 
the horfes, and fuch of the cattle as were in a weakly ftate, were fent on. ffiore. Every 
thing being fettled to my fatisfaftion, I returned to the ffiip at funfet, leaving the com¬ 
mand upon the ifland to Mr. King. Taipa, who was now become our fall friend, 
and who feemed to be the only active perfon about us, in order to be near our party 
in the night, as well as the day, had a houfe brought, on men’s Ihoulders, a full 
quarter of a mile, and placed clofe by the ffied which our party occupied. 

Next day. May 3d, our various operations on ffiore began. Some were employed 
in making hay for cattle j others in filling our water-calks at the neighbouring ftagnant 
pool; and a third party in cutting wood, In the evening, before the natives retired 
from our poll, laipa harangued them for fome time. We could only guefs at the 
fubjeft; and judged, that he was inftru£Hng them how to behave towards us, and 
encouraging them to bring the produce of the ifland to market. We experienced the 
good effects of his eloquence in the plentiful fupply of provifions which, next day, we 
received. 

Nothing worth notice happened on the 4th and 5th, except that, on the former of 
thefe days, the Difcovery loft her fmall bower anchor, the cable being cut in two by 
*he rocks. This misfortune made it neceffary to examine the cables of the Refolution, 
which were found to be unhurt. 
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On the 6th, we were vifited by a great chief from Tongataboo, whole naifie was 
Feenou, and whom Taipa was pleafed to introduce to us as King of all the Friendly 
ifles. All the natives paid their obeifance to him, by bowing their heads as low as his 
feet, the foie of which they alfo touched with each hand, firft with the palm, and then 
with the back part. There could be little room to fufpeft that a perfon received with 
fo much refpeft, could be any thing lefs than the King. 

In the afternoon, I went to pay this great man a vifit, having firft received a prefent 
of two fiih from him, brought on board by one of his fervants. As foon as I landed, 
he came up to me. He appeared to be about thirty years of age, tall, but thin, and 
had more of the European features than any I had yet feen here. After a fliort ftay, 
out new vifitoi and five or fix of his attendants, accompanied me on board. I gave 
fuitable prefents to them alt, and entertained them in fuch a manner, as I thought would 
be molt agreeable. ° 

In the evening I attended them on fhore in my boat, into which the chief ordered 
thiee hogs to be put, as a return for the prefents he had received from me. 

The Difcovery having found again her fmall bower anchor, Ihifted her birth on the 
7th ; but not before her beft bower cable had fliared the fate of the other. This day, 
I had the company of Feenou at dinner j and alfo the next day, when he was attended 
by Taipa, Toobou, and fome other chiefs. It was remarkable, that none but Taipa 
was allowed to lit at table with him, or even to eat in his prefence. I own that I con- 
fidered Feenou as a very convenient gueft, on account of this etiquette. For, before 
his arrival, I had generally a larger company than I could well find room for. 

The firft day of our arrival at Annamooka, one of the natives had ftolen, out of the 
fhip ? a large junk axe. I now applied to Feenou to exert his authority to get it re- 
ftored to me ; and fo implicitly was he obeyed, that it was brought on board while we 
were at dinner. 1 hefe people gave us very frequent opportunities of remarking what 
expert thieves they were. Even fome of the chiefs did not think this profeffion beneath 
them. On tile one of them was detected carrying out of the fiiip, concealed under 
his clothes, the bolt belonging to the fpun yarn winch ; for which I fentenced him to 
receive a dozen laihes, and kept him confined till he paid a hog for his liberty. After 
this, we were not troubled with thieves of rank* Their fervants, or Haves, however, 
were ftIH employed in this dirty work y and upon them a flogging feemed to make no 
greater impreffion than it would have done upon the main-mafl. When any of them 
happened to be caught in the aft, their mailers, far from interceding for them, would 
often advife us to kill them. As this was a punifliment we did not chafe to inflift, they 
generally efcaped without any punifliment at all y for they appeared to us to be equally 
infenfible of the fhame and of the pain of corporal chaftifement. Captain Gierke, at 
laft, hit upon a mode of treatment, which, we thought, had fome effeft. He put them 
under the hands of the barber, and completely lhaved their heads ; thus pointing them 
out as objefts of ridicule to their countrymen, and enabling our people to deprive them 
of future opportunities for a repetition of their rogueries, by keeping them at a 
diflance# 

Finding that we had quite exhaufted the ifland of altnoft every article of food that 
it afforded, I employed the iith in moving off, from the Ihore, the horfes, obferva- 
tories, and other things that we had landed, as alfo the party of marines who had 
mounted guard at our ftation, intending to fail as foon as the Difcovery fliould have 
recovered her belt bower anchor. Feenou, underltanding that I meant to proceed di- 
reftly to Tongataboo, importuned me ftrongly to alter this plan, to which he exprdTed 
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as much averfion as if he had fome particular inrerefl to promote by diverting me from 
it. In preference to it, he warmly recommended an ifland, or rather a group of 
iflands, called Hapaee, lying to the north-eaft. There, he affured us, we could be 
fupplied plentifully with every refrefhment, in the eafieft manner; and, to add weight 
to his advice, he engaged to attend us thither in perl'on. He carried his point with 
me i and Hapaee was made choice of for our next flation. As it had never been 
vifited by any European fhips, the examination of it became an object with me. 

The 12th and the 13th, werefpent in attempting the recovery of Captain Clerke’s 
anchor, which, after much trouble, was happily accompliflied; and on the 14th, in 
the morning, we got under fail, and left Annamooka. 

This ifland is fomevvhat higher than the other fmall ifles that furround it; but, ftill 
it cannot be admitted to the rank of thofe of a moderate height, fuch as Mangeea and 
'Wateeoo. 

Befides walking frequently up into the country, which we were permitted to do 
without interruption, we fometimes amufed ourfelves in fhooting wild ducks, not un¬ 
like the widgeon, which are very numerous upon the fait lake, and the pool where we 
got our water. 

To the north and north-eaft of Annamooka, and in the direct track to Hapaee, whi¬ 
ther we were now bound, the fca is fprinkled with a great number of fmall ifles. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon being the length of Kotoo, the wefternmoft of the 
above clufter of fmall iflands, we fleered to the north, leaving Toofoa and Kao on our 
larboard, keeping along the well fide of a reef of rocks, which lie to the weftward of 
Kotoo, till we came to their northern extremity, round which we hauled in for the 
ifland. 

We had, in the afternoon, been within two leagues of Toofoa, the fmoak of which 
we faw feveral times in the day. The Friendly iflanders have fome fuperflitious no¬ 
tions about the volcano upon it, which they call kollefeea, and fay it is an otooa, or 
divinity. According to their account, it fometimes throws up very large ftones; and 
they compare the crater to the fize of a fmall iflot, which has never ceafed fmoaking 
in their memory ; nor have they any tradition that it ever did. 

At day-break the next morning, being then not far from Kao, which is a vail rock 
of a conic figure, we fleered to the eaft, for the palfage between the iflands Footooha 
and Hafaiva, with a gentle breeze at fouth-eaft. About ten o’clock, Feenou came on 
board, and remained with us all day. He brought with him two hogs and a quantity 
of fruit; and, in the courfe of the day, feveral canoes, from the different iflands, 
came round us, to barter quantities of the latter article, which was very acceptable, 
as our flock was nearly expended. 

In the courfe of this night we could plainly fee flames iffuing from the volcano upon 
Toofoa, though to no great height. 

At day-break in the morning of the 16th, with a gentle breeze at fouth-eaft, we 
fleered north-eaft for Hapaee, which was now in fight. The wind fcanting upon us, 
we could not fetch the land; fo that we were forced to ply to windward. 

On the 17th, I difpatched a boat to look for anchorage. A proper place was foon 
found ) and we came-to abreafl of a reef, being that which joins Lefooga to Foa. 

By the time we had anchored, the fhips were filled with the natives. They brought 
from the fhore hogs, fowls, fruit, and roots, which they exchanged for hatchets, 
knives, nails,’ beads, and cloth, I went on fhore, accompanied by Omai and Feenou, 
landing at the north part of Lefooga, a little to the right of the fhip’s flation. 
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, Tll< : chief conduced me to a hut, fimated clofe to the fea-beaeh, which I had feen 
brought thither, but a few minutes before, for our reception. In this Feenou, Omai, 
and myfelf, were feated. The other chiefs, and the multitude, compofed a circle, on 
the outfide, fronting us; and they aHb fat down. I was then afked, How Ion? I 
intended to day r On my faying. Five days ; Taipa was ordered to come and fit ' by 
a P r ^ laim this £ ° the people. He then harangued them, in a fpeech moftly 
diftated by I'eenou. The purport of it, as I learnt from Omai, was, that they were 
all, both old and young, to look upon me as a friend, who intended to remain with 
them a few days; that during my Iby, they muft not fteal any thing, nor moleft me 
any other way ; and that it was expefted they fhould bring hogs, fowls, fruit, & c . to the 
jhips, where they would receive, in exchange for them, fuch and fuch things, which 
he enumerated. Soon after Taipa had finilhed his addrefs to the aflembly, Feenou left 
us. laipa then took occafion to fignify to me, that it was neceffary I ihould make a 
piefent to the chief of the illand, whofe name was Earoupa. I was not unprepared 
tor this ; and gave hun fuch articles as far exceeded his expeaation. My liberality 
to him brought upon me demands of the fame kind, from two chiefs of other ifles 
who were prefent, and from Taipa himfelf. When Feenou returned, which was im¬ 
mediately after I had made the laft of thefe prefents, he pretended to be angry with 
1 aipa lor fullering me to give away fo much ; but I looked upon this as mere fineffe ■ 
being confident that he adted in concert with the others. He now took his feat again 
and ordered Earoupa to fit by him, and to harangue the people as Taipa had done! 
and to the fame purpofe ; dilating, as before, the heads of the fpeech. 

Thefe ceremonies being performed, the chief, at my requeft, condufted me to three 
ifagnant pools of frefh water, as he was pleafed to call it: and, indeed, in one of 
thefe the water was tolerable, and the lituation not inconvenient for filling our calks. 
After viewing the watering-place, we returned to our former ftation, where I found a 
baked hog and fome yams, fmoaking hot, ready to be carried on board for my dinner. 
I invited Feenou and his friends to partake of it ; and we embarked for the lhip; 
but none but himfelf fat down with us at the table. After dinner I conduaed them on 
ftore } and > before I returned on board, the chief gave me a fine large turtle, and a 
quantity of yams. Our fupply of provifions was copious; for, in the courfe of the 
day, we got, by barter, alongfide the fliip, about twenty fmall hogs, befide fruit and 
roots. 


Next morning early, Feenou, and Omai, who fcarcely ever quitted the chief, and 
now llept on Ihore, came on board. I he object of the vifit was to require my pre¬ 
fence upon the illand. After fome time, I accompanied them ; and, upon landing, 
was conducted to the fame place where I had been feated the day before ; and where 
I faw a large concourfe of people already afTembled. I gueffed that fomething more 
than ordinary was in agitation; but could not tell what, nor could Omai inform me. 

I had not long been feated, before near a hundred of the natives appeared in fight, 
and advanced, laden with yams, bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa-nuts, and fugar-canes’ 
They depofited their burdens, in two heaps, or piles, upon our left, being the fide they 
came from. Soon after arrived a number of others from the right, bearing the 
fame kind of articles ; which were collcdted into two piles upon that fide. To thele 
were tied two pigs, and fix fowls; and to thofe, upon the left, fix pigs, and two 
turtles. Earoupa feated himfelf before the feveral articles upon the left; and another 
chief before thofe upon the right; they being, as I judged, the two chiefs who had 
colie died them, by order of Feenou, who feemed to be as implicitly obeyed here, as 
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he had been at Annamooka ; and, in confequence of his commanding fuperiority over 
the chiefs of Hapaee, had laid this tax upon them for the prefent occafion. 

As foon as this munificent collection of provifioas was laid down in order, and dif- 
pofed to the belt advantage, the bearers of it joined the muliirude, who Formed a large 
circle round the whole. Prefently after a number of men entered this circle, or area, 
before us, armed with clubs, made of the green branches of the cocoa-nut tree. 
Thefe paraded about for a few minutes, and then retired ; the one half to one fide, 
and the other half to the other fide, fearing themfelves before the fpeftators. Soon 
after, they fucceflively entered the lifts, and entertained us with lingle combats. One 
champion, riling up and ftepping forward from one fide, challenged thofe of the other 
fide, by expreffive geftures, more than by words, to fend one of their body to oppofe 
him. If the challenge was accepted, which was generally the cafe, the two combatants 
put themfelves in proper attitudes, and then began the engagement, which continued 
till one or other owned himfclf conquered, or rill their weapons were broken. As 
foon as each combat was over, the victor fquatted himfelf down facing the chief, then 
rofe up and retired. At the fame time fome old men, who Teemed to fit as judges, 
gave their plaudit in a few words ; and the multitude, efpecially thofe on the fide to 
which the viftor belonged, celebrated the glory he had acquired, in two or three 
huzzas. 

This entertainment was now and then fufpended for a few minutes. During thefe 
intervals there were both wreftling and boxing matches. The firft were performed 
in the fame manner as at Otaheite; and the fecond differed very little from the method 
praftifed in England. But what ftruck us with the moll furprife was, to fee a couple 
of lufty wenches ftep forth, and begin boxing, without the leaft ceremony, and with 
as much art as the men. This conteft, however, did not laft above half a minute, 
before one of them gave it up. The conquering heroine received the fame applaufe 
from the fpeftators, which they bellowed upon the fuccefsful combatants of the other 
Tex. We expreffed fome diflike at this part of the experiment; which, however, did 
not prevent two other females from entering the lifts. They feemed to be girls of 
fpirit, and would certainly have given each other a good drubbing, if two old women 
had not interpofed to part them. All thefe combats were exhibited in the midlt 
of at leaft three thoufand people, and were conduced with the greateft good-humour 
on all Tides. 

As foon as thefe diverfions were ended, the chief told me, that the heaps of pro- 
vifions on our right hand were a prefent to Omai; and that thofe on our left hand, 
being about two-thirds of the whole quantity, were given to me. He added, that I 
might take them on board whenever it was convenient; but that there would be no 
occafion to fet any of our people as guards over them, as I might be allured, that not 
a fingle cocoa-nut would be taken away by the natives. So it proved : for I left every 
thing behind, and returned to the fliip to dinner, carrying the chief with me; and 
when the pro vifions were removed on board, in the afternoon, not a fingle article was 
miffing. There was as much as loaded four boats; and I could not but be ftruck with 
the munificence of I’eenou ; for this prefent far exceeded any I had ever received from 
any of the fovereigns of the various ifiands I had vifued in the Pacific Ocean. I loft 
no time in convincing our friend, that I was not infenfible of his liberality; for, before 
he quitted my fliip, 1 bellowed upon him fuch of my commodities as 1 gueffed were 
moll valuable in his eftimation. And the return I made was fo much to his fatisfaftion, 
that, as foon as he got on fliore, he left me ftill indebted to him, by fending me a frefh 
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prefent, confining of two large hogs, a confiderable quantity of cloth, and fome 
yams. 

Feenou had expreffed a defire to fee the marines go through the military exercife. 
As I was defirous to gratify his curiofity, I ordered them all afhore, from both ihips, in 
t he morning. Alter they had performed various evolutions, and fired feveral volleys, with 
which the numerous body of fpeftators feemed well plqafed, the chief entertained us in his 
turn with an exhibition, which, as was acknowledged by us all, was performed with a 
dexterity and exafctnefs far furpalfing the fpecimen we had given of our military 
manoeuvres. It was a kind of dance fo entirely different from any thing I had ever 
feen, that 1 fear, I can give no defcription that will convey any tolerable idea of it to 
my readers. It was performed by men; and one hundred and five perfons bore their 
parts in it. Each of them had in his hand an inftrument neatly made, fhaped fome- 
\\ hat like a paddle, of two feet and a half in length, with a fmall handle and a thin 
blade; fo that they were very light. "With thefe inftruments, they made many and 
various flourifhes, each of which was accompanied with a different movement. As 
fir ft, the performers ranged themfelves in three lines; and, by various evolutions, each 
man changed his ftation in fuch a manner, that thofe who had been in the rear came 
into the front. Nor did they remain long in the fame pofition; but thefe changes 
were made by pretty quick tranfitions. At one time, they extended themfelves in one 
line; they then formed into a femicircle; and laftly, into two fquare columns. While 
this laft movement was executing, one of them advanced, and performed an antic 
dance before me ; with which the whole ended. 

The mufical inftruments confifted of two drums, or rather two hollow logs of wood, 
from which fome varied notes were produced, by beating on them with two Hicks. 
It did not, however, appear to me, that the dancers were much afiifted by thefe founds, 
but by a chorus of vocal mufic, in which all the performers joined at the fame time. 
Their fong was not deftitute of pleafing melody ; and all their correfponding motions 
were executed with fo much Ikill, that the numerous body of dancers feemed to act 
as if they were one great machine. It was the opinion of every one of us, that fiich a 
performance would have met with univerfal applaufe on an European theatre j and 
it fo far exceeded any attempt we had made to entertain them, that they feemed to 
pique them ft Ives upon the fuperiority they had over us. As to our mufical inftru¬ 
ments, they held none of them in the leaft efteem, except the drum; and even that 
they did not think equal to their own. Our french-horns in particular, feemed to be 
held in great contempt , for neither here, nor at any other of the iflands, would they 
pay the fmalleft attention to them. 

In order to give them a more favourable opinion of Englilh amufements, and to 
leave their minds fully ini prefled with the deepeft fenfe of our fuperior attainments, 
I directed fome fire-works to be got ready; and, after it was dark, played them off in 
the prefence of Feenou, the other chiefs, and a vaft concourfe of their people. Our 
water and fky-rocfcets, in particular, pleafed and aftonilhed them beyond all conception; 
and the fcale was now turned in our favour. 

This, however, feemed only to furnilh them with an additional motive to proceed to 
frefli exertions of their very lingular dexterity; and our fire-works were no fooner 
ended than a fucceffion of dances began. As a prelude to them, a band of mufic, 
or chorus of eighteen men, feated themfelves before us, in the centre of the circle. 
Four or five of this band had pieces of large bamboo, from three to five or fix feet 
long j the upper end open, but the other end clofed by one of the joints. With this 
clofe end, the performers kept conftantly ftriking the ground, though flowly, thus pro- 
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during different notes, according to the different lengths of the inffruments, but all of 
them of the hollow or bafs fort; to counteract which a perfon kept linking quickly, and 
with two Hicks, a piece of the fame fubftancc, fplit, and laid along the ground, and, by 
that means, fiirnifhmg a tone as acute, as thofe produced by the others were grave. 
The reft of the band, as well as thole who performed upon the bamboos, fung a flow 
and foil air, which fo tempered the hardier notes of the above inftruments, that no by- 
ftander, however accuftomed to hear the moll perfect and varied modulation of fweet 
founds, could avoid confelling the vaft power and pleafmg effett of this Ample harmony. 

Soon after they had finiflied, nine women exhibited themfelves, and fat down front¬ 
ing the hut where the chief was. A man then rofe, and ftruck the firft of thefe 
women on the back, with both fills joined. He proceeded, in the fame manner, to the 
fecond and third ; but when he came to the fourth, whether from accident or defign 
I cannot tell, inftead of the back, he ftruck her on the breaft. Upon this, a perfon 
rofe inftantly from the crowd, who brought him to the ground with a blow on the 
head ; and he was carried off without the leaft noife or diford er. But this did not fave 
the other five women from fo odd a difcipline, or perhaps neceffary ceremony; for a 
perfon fucceeded him, who treated them in the fame manner. Their difgrace did not 
end here ; for when they danced, they had the mortification to find their performance 
twice disapproved of, and were obliged to repeat it. 

The place where the dances were performed, was an open fpace amongft the trees, 
juft by the fea, with lights, at fmall intervals, placed round the infide of the circle. 
The ccncourfe of people, fome of our gentlemen faid, might be about five thoufand 
perfons; others thought there were more; but that they who reckoned there were 
fewer, probably came nearer to the truth. 

Curiofity, on both fides, being now fufficiently gratified, by the exhibition of the 
various entertainments I have defcribed, I began to have time to look about me. Ac. 
cordingly, next day, I took a walk into the illand of Lefooga, of which I was defirous 
to obtain fome knowledge. I found it to be in feveral refpects fuperior to Annamooka, 
The plantations were more numerous, and more extenfive. In many places, indeed, 
toward the fea, efpecially on the eaft fide, the country is ftill wafte; owing, perhaps, 
to the fandy foil: as it is much lower than Annamooka, and its furrounding files. 
But, towards the middle of the illand, the foil is better; and the marks of confiderable 
population, and of improved cultivation, were very confpicuous. For we met here 
with very large plantations, inclofed in fuch a manner, that the fences running parallel 
to each other, form fine fpacious public roads, that would appear ornamental in coun¬ 
tries where rural conveniences have been carried to the greateft perfection. We 
obferved large fpots covered with the paper-mulberry trees; and the plantations, in 
genera], were well flocked with fuch roots and fruits as are the natural produce of the 
illand. To thefe I made fome addition, by fowing the feeds of Indian corn, melons, 
pumpkins, and the like. 

The illand is not above feven miles long; and, in fome places, not above two or 
three broad. The eaft fide of it, which is expofed to the trade-wind, has a reef 
running to a confiderable breadth from it, on which the fea breaks with great violence. 

When I returned from my excurfion into the country, and went on board to dinner, I 
found a large failing canoe Fail: to the Ihip’s fterii. In this canoe was Latooliboula, whom I 
had feen at Tongataboo during my laft voyage; and who was then fuppofed by us to be 
the King of that illand. He fat in the canoe with all that gravity by which he was fo 
remarkably dillinguifhed at that time; nor could I, by any intreaties, prevail upon him now 
to come into the Ihip. Many of the Wanders were prefent; and they all called him Arekee, 
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which fignifies King, I had never heard any one of them give this title to Feenou, 
however extenfive his authority over them, both here and at Annaraooka, had ap¬ 
peared to be; which had ail along inclined me to fufpeft, that he was not the King; 
though his friend Taipa had taken pains to make me believe he was. Latooliboula 
remained under the Item till the evening, when he retired in his canoe to one of the 
illands. Feenou was on board my Ihip at the fame time; but neither of thefe great 
men took the leaft notice of each other. 

Nothing material happened the next day, except that fome of the natives Hole a 
tarpaulin, and other things, from off the deck. They were foon miffed, and the 
thieves purfued; but without fuccefs. 

In the morning of the 23d, as we were going to unmoor, in order to leave the 
ifland, Feenou and his prime minifter Taipa came alongfide in a failing canoe, and 
informed me, that they were fetting out for Vavaoo, an illand which, they faid, lies 
about two days’ fail to the northward of Hapaee. The objett of their voyage, they 
would have me believe, was to get for me an additional fupply of hogs, and fome 
red feathered caps for Omai, to carry to Otaheite, where they are in high efteem. 
Feenou allured me, that he Ihould be back in four or five days; and defired me not 
to fail till his return, when, he promifed, he would accompany me to Tongataboo-. 
I thought this a good opportunity to get fome knowledge of Vavaoo, and propofed to 
him to go thither with the Ihips. But he feemed not to approve of the plan; and 
by way of diverting me from it, told me, that there was neither harbour, nor anchorage 
about it. I therefore confented to wait, in my prefent ftation, for his return} and 
he immediately fet out. 

The next day our attention was for fome time taken up with a report induftrioufly 
Ipread by fome of the natives, that a fhip like ours had arrived at Annamooka fince 
we left it; they alfo added, that Toobou, the chief of that ifland, was haftening thither 
to receive thefe new-comers. However, upon inveftigation, there appeared no founda¬ 
tion for it. What end the invention of this tale could anfwer, was not eafy to con¬ 
jecture ; unlefs we fuppofe it to have been artfully contrived, to get us removed from 
the one ifland to the other. 

In my walk, on the 25th, I happened to ftep into a houfe, where a woman was 
dreffmg the eyes of a young child, who feemed blind j the eyes being much inflamed, 
and a thin film fpread over them. The inftruments fhe ufed were two flender wooden 
probes, with which fhe had brulhed the eyes fo as to make them bleed. It feems 
worth mentioning, that the natives of thefe illands fliould attempt an operation of this 
fort; though I entered the houfe too late, to defcribe exactly how this female oculift 
employed the wretched tools fhe had to work with. 

I was fortunate enough to fee a different operation going on in the fame houfe, 
of which I can give a tolerable account. I found there another woman fhaving a 
child’s head, with a fhark’s tooth ftuck into the end of a piece of flick. I obferved, 
that fhe firfl wetted the hair with a rag dipped in water, applying her mftrument to 
that part which fhe had previoufly foaked. The operation feemed to give no pain to 
the child ; although the hair was taken off as clofe as if one of our razors had been 
employed. Encouraged by what I now faw, I foon after tried one of thefe fingular 
inftruments upon myfelf, and found it to be an excellent fuccedaneum. However, 
the men of thefe iflands have recourfe to another contrivance when they (have their 
beards. The operation is performed with two fhells; one of which they place under 
a fmall part of the beard, and with the other, applied above, they fcrape that part off. 
In this manner they are able to fhave very clofe. The procefs is, indeed, rather 

, tedious. 


CAPTAIN COOK’S LAST VOYAGE. 


67O 

tedious, but not painful; and there are men among ft them who feem to profefs this 
trade. It was as common, while we were here, to fee our Tailors go afhore to have 
their beards fcrapcd off, afrer the falhion of Hapaee, as it was to fee their chiefs come 
on board to be ihaved by our barbers. 

Finding that little or nothing of the produce of the iiland was now brought to the 
fhips, I refolved to change oor ftation, and to wait Feenou’s return from Vavaoo in 
fome other convenient anchoring place, where refrelhments might ftill be met with. 
At half paft two in the afternoon of the 26th of May, 1 hauled into a bay that lies be¬ 
tween the fouth end of Lefooga, and the north end of Hoolaiva, and there anchored 
in feventeen fathoms water ; the Difcovery did not get to anchor till funfet. She had 
touched upon a flioal, but backed off again, without receiving any damage. 

As foon as we had anchored, I fent Mr. Bligh to found the bay ; and myfelf, ac¬ 
companied by Mr. Gore, landed on the fouthern part of Lefooga, to examine the 
country, and to look for frelh water. "We were conducted to two wells; but the 
water in both proved execrable j and the natives, our guides, affured us that they 
had none better. 

Near the fouth end of the ifland, and on the weft fide, we met with an artificial mount. 
From the fize of fome trees that were growing upon it, and from other appearances, 
I gueffed that it had been raifed in remote times: I judged it to be about forty feet 
high ; and the diameter of its fummit meafured fifty feet. At the bottom of this 
mount, iftood a ftone, which mull have been hewn of coral rock. It was four feet 
broad, two and a half thick, and fourteen high ; and we were told by the na¬ 
tives prefent, that not above half its length appeared above ground. They called it 
Tangata Arekee * j and faid, that it had been fet up, and the mount raifed, by fome 
of their forefathers, in memory of one of their Kings; but how long fmce, they 
could not tell. 

About noon, a large failing canoe came under our ftem, in which was a perfon 
named Futtafaihe, or Poulaho, or both ; who, as the natives then on board told us, 
was King of Tongataboo, and of all the neighbouring iflands. It was a matter of 
furprife to me, to have a ftranger introduced under this character, which I had fo 
much reafon to believe really belonged to Feenou. However, it being my intereft, 
as well as my inclination, to pay court to all the great men, without making inquiry 
into the validity of their affumed titles, I invited Poulaho on board ; he brought 
With him, as a prefent, two fat hogs, though not fo fat as himfelf. If weight of body 
could give weight in rank or power, he ivas certainly the molt eminent man in that 
refpeft we had feen; for, though not very tall, he was very unwieldy, and almoft 
fhapelefs with corpulence. I found him to be a fedate, fenfible man. He viewed 
the fhip and the feveral new objects with uncommon attention, and alked many per¬ 
tinent queftions ; one of which was: What could induce us to vifit thefe iflands? 
After he had fatisfied his curiofity in looking at the cattle, and other novelties, which 
he met with upon deck, I defired him to walk down into the cabin. To this his 
attendants obje&ed, laying, that if he were to accept of that inyitation, it muft hap¬ 
pen, that people would walk over his head; but the chief himfelf, lefs fcrapulous in 
this refpeft than his attendants, waved all ceremony, and walked down. 

Poulaho fat down with us to dinner ; but he ate linle, and drank lefs. When we 
rofe from the table, he defired me to accompany him alhore. Omai was afked to be 
of the party j but he was too faithfully attached to Feenou to Ihew any attention to 
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hs competitor; and therefore excufed himfelf. I attended the chief in my own 
boat, having fir ft made prefents to him of fuch articles as, I could obferve, he valued 
much, and were even beyond his expectation to receive. I was not difappointed in 
my view of thus fecuring his friendfhip : for the moment the boat reached the beach, 
he ordered two more hogs to be brought, and delivered to my people. He was then 
carried out of the boat, by feme of his own people, upon a board refembling a hand- 
barrow, and went and feated himfelf in a final! houfe near the fhore ; which feemed 
to have been erefted there for his accommodation. He placed me at his fide ; and 
his attendants, who were not numerous, feated therafelves in a femicircle before us, 
on the outfide of the houfe. Behind the chief, or rather, on one fide, fat an old 
woman, with a fort of fan in her hand, whofe office it was to prevent , his being 
peftered with the flies. 

The feveral articles his people had got, by trading on board the ffiips, were now 
difplayed before him. He looked over them all with attention ; enquired what they 
had given in exchange, and feemed pleafed with the bargains they had made. At 
length, he ordered every thing to be reftored to the refpe&ive owners, except a glafs 
bowl, with which he was fo much pleafed, that he referved it for himfelf. The per- 
fons who brought thefe things to him, firft fquatted themfelves down before him, 
then they deposited their feveral purchafes, and immediately rofe up and retired. The 
fame refpefitful ceremony was obferved in taking them away ; and not one of them 
prefuined to fpeak to him ftanding. I flayed till feveral of his attendants left him, 
firft paying him obeifance, by bowing the hand down to the foie of his foot, and 
touching or tapping the fame, with the upper and under fide of the fingers of both 
hands. Others, who were not in the circle, came, as it feemed, on pur pole, and 
paid him this mark of refpect, and then retired, without lpeaking a word. I was 
quite charmed with the decoruin that was obferved. I had no where feen the like, 
not even amongft more civilized nations. 

The mafter of the Difcovery, who had been examining the channels by my orders, 
informed me, when I got on board, that as far as he had proceeded there was an¬ 
chorage ; but that toward the foutb, he faw a number of fboals and breakers. I 
therefore thought it better to return toward Annamooka by the fame route, which 
we had fo lately experienced to be a fafe one. 

Having come to this refolution, I fliould have failed next morning, if the wind 
had not been unfettled. Poulaho, the King, as I fhall now call him, came on board 
betimes ; and brought, as a prefent to me, one of their caps, made, or at leaft covered, 
with red feathers. Thefe caps were much fought after by us; for we knew they 
would be highly valued at Otaheite. But, though very large prices were offered, 
not one was ever brought for fale ; which fliewed, that they were no lcfs valuable 
in the eftimation of the people here; nor was there a perfon in either fliip, that could 
make himfelf the proprietor of one, except myfelf. Captain Clerke, and Omai. Thefe 
caps, or rather bonnets, are compofed of the tail feathers of the tropic bird, with 
the red feathers of the parroquets wrought upon them, or jointly with them. They 
are made lo as to tie upon the forehead, without any crown, and have the form of a 
femicircle, whofe radius is eighteen or twenty inches. 

At day-break the next morning, I weighed with a fine breeze at eaft-north-eaft, 
and flood to the weftward, with a view to return to Annamooka. We were followed 
by feveral failing canoes, in one of which was the King. He quitted us in a fhort 
time, but left his brother ard five of his attendants on board. We had alfo the 
company of a chief, juft then arrived from Tongataboo, whofe name was Tooboueitoa. 
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The moment he arrived, he fent his canoe away, and declared that he and five more, 
who came with him, would fleep on board ; fo that I had now my cabin filled with 
vifitors. They brought plenty of provifions with them, for which they always had 
fui table returns. 

At day-break on the 31ft, I flood for the channel which is between Kotoo and the 
reef of rocks that lie to the weftward of it; but on drawing near, I found the wind 
too fcant to lead us through. From an apprehenfion of lofing the iftands, with fo 
many of the natives on board, I tacked and flood back, intending to wait till fome 
more favourable opportunity. We did but juft fetch in with Footooha, between which 
and Kotoo we fpent the night, under reefed topfails and forefail. The wind was frefh, 
and blew by fqualls, with rain, and we were not without apprehenfions of danger. 
I kept the deck till midnight, when I left it to the mafter, with fuch directions as I 
thought would keep the fhips clear of the fhoals. Our fliip, by a fmall fhift of the 
wind, fetched farther to the windward than was expeCted. By this means fhe was 
very near running full upon a low fandy ifle, called Pootoo. It happened, very for¬ 
tunately, that the people had juft before been ordered upon deck, to put the fliip 
about, fo that the neceflary movements were executed with judgment and alertnefs; 
and this alone faved us from deftruction. The Difcovery being aftern, was out of 
danger. Such hazardous fituations are the unavoidable companions of the man who 
goes upon a voyage of difcovery. 

This circumftance frightened our paffengers fo much, that they expreffed a ftrong 
defire to get afhore. Accordingly, as foon as daylight returned, I hoifted out a 
boat, and ordered the officer who commanded her, after landing them at Kotoo, to 
found along the reef that fpits off from that ifland, for anchorage. For I was full as 
much tired as they could be, with beating about the furrounding ifles and fhoals, and 
determined to get to an anchor fomewhere or other, if pofiible. While the boat was 
abfent, we attempted to turn the fhips through the channel, between the fandy ifle and 
the reef of Kotoo, in expectation of finding a moderate depth of water behind them 
to anchor in. But meeting with a tide or current againft us, we were obliged to de- 
fift, and anchor in fifty fathoms water, with the fandy ifle bearing eafl by north, 
one mile dillant. 

We lay here until the 4th, when we weighed; and with a frefh gale at eaft-fouth- 
eaft, flood away for Annainooka, where we anchored next morning, nearly in the 
fame ftation which we had lately occupied. 

I went on fhore foon after, and found the inhabitants very bufy in their plantations, 
digging up yams to bring to market. It appeared alfo that they had been very bufy, 
while we were abfent, in cultivating ; for we now faw feveral large plantain fields 
in places which we had fo lately feen lying wafte. The yams were now in the 
greatefl perfection ; and we procured a good quantity, in exchange for pieces of 
iron. 

Before I returned on board, I vifited the. feveral places where I had fown melon 
feeds, and had the mortification to find, that moft of them were deftroyed by a fmall 
ant; but fome pine-apple plants, which I had alfo left, were in thriving ftate. 

About noon next day, Feenou arrived from Vavaoo. He told us, that feveral canoes, 
laden with hogs and other provifions, which had failed with him from that ifland, had 
been loft, owing to the late blowing weather; and that every body on board them 
had perifhed. This melancholy tale did not feem to affeCl any of his countrymen 
who heard it; and as to ourfelves, we were, by this time, too well acquainted with 
his character, to give much credit to fuch a ftory. The following morning, Poulaho, 
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and the other chiefs^ who had been wind-bound with him ? arrived* I happened at 
this time to be afhore in company with Feenou, who now Teemed to be fenfible of 
the impropriety of his condufl:, in afiiiming a character that did not belong to him. 
ror he not only acknowledged Poulaho to be King of Tongataboo and the other ifles, 
but affected to infift much on it; which s no doubt, was with a view to make amends 
ior his former prcfumption. I left Mm, to vifit this greater man, whom I found fit¬ 
ting with a few people before him. But every one haltening to pay court to him, the 
circle increafed pretty faft I was very defirous of obferviog Feenou's behaviour 
on Jiis occafion, and had the mo ft convincing proof of his fuperiority j for he placed 
himfelf among ft the reft that fat before Poulaho, as attendants on his Majefty. Both 
he and Poulaho went on board with me to dinner; but only the latter fat at table, 
lee no u, having made his obeifance in the ufual way, laluting his fovereign’s foot 
with his head and hands, retired out of the cabin. The King had before told us 
that this would happen; and it now appeared, that Feenou could not even eat nor 
drink in his royal prefence. 

At eight o’clock next morning, we fleered for Tongataboo, having a gentle breeze 
at north-eaft : about fourteen or fifteen failing veffels, belonging to the natives, fet out 
with us; but every one of them outran the (hips confiderably. 

We continued our courfe till daybreak, and prefently after faw feveral fmall iflands 
before us, and Eooa and Tongataboo beyond them. We had at this time twenty-five 
fathoms water, over a bottom of broken coral and fand. The depth gradually de- 
creafed as we drew near the files above mentioned. We were, iofenfibly, drawn upon 
a large flat, upon which lay innumerable coral rocks below the furface of the water. 
Notwithftanding all our care to keep the fhip clear of them, we could not prevent 
her from ftrikmg on one of thefe rocks. Nor did the Difcovery, though behind us 
elcape any better. Fortunately, neither of the fhips fluck faft, nor received any dal 
mage. We could not get back without increafing the danger, as we had come in 
almoft before the wind. The moment we found a fpot where we could drop the 
anchor, clear of rocks, we came to; and fent the mailers with the boats, to found. 

About four o ? clock, the boats made the fignal for having found good anchorage. 
Upon this we weighed, and flood in till dark, and then anchored in nine fathoms, 
having a fine, clear Tandy bottom. 

Next morning, while we were plying up the harbour, to which the natives direfted 
us, the King kept failing round us in his canoe. There were, at the fame time, a 
great many fmall canoes about the fhips. Two of thefe which could not get out of 
the way of his royal veffel, he ran quite over, with as little concern as if "they had 
been bits ot wood. Amongft many others who came on board the Refolution, was 
Otago, who had been fo ufeful to me when I vifited Tongataboo during my taft voy- 
age j and one 1 oobou, who, at that time, had attached himfelf to Captain Furneaux. 
Each of them brought a hog and fome yams, as a teftimony of his friendfliip ; and I 
was not wanting, on my part, in making a fuitable return. 

At length, about two in the afternoon, we arrived at our intended flalion. ft was a 
very fnug place, formed by the fhore of Tongataboo on the fouth-eaft, and two fmall 
iflands on the eaft and north-eaft. Here we anchored in ten fathoms water, over a 
bottom of oozy fand ; diftant from the fhore one-third of a mile. 

Soon after we had anchored, having firfl dined, I landed, accompanied by Omai, and 
iome of the officers. We found the King waiting for us upon the beach ; he iramer 
diately conducted us to a fmall neat lioufe, fituated a little within the fkirts of the 

vol. xi. 4 R- wood*. 


674 CAPTAIN cook’s LAST VOYAGE. 

woods, wiLh a fine large area before it. This houfe, he told me, was at my fervice, 
during our flay at the ifland j and a better fituation we could not with for. 

We had not. been long in the houfe, before a pretty large circle of the natives were 
affembled before us, and feated upon the area. A root of the kava plant being 
brought and laid down before the King, he ordered it to be fpht into pieces, and dif- 
tributed to feveral people of both fexes, who began the operation or chewing it j and 
a bowl of their favourite liquor was foon prepared. In the mean time, a baked hog 
and two bafkets of baked yams were produced, and afterwards divided into ten por¬ 
tions Thefe portions were then given to certain people prefent; but how many were 
to fhare in each, I could not tell. One of them, I obferved, was beftowed upon the 
King’s brother ; and one remained undifpofed of, which, I judged, was for the King 
himfelf, as it was a choice bit. The liquor was next ferved out, but I obierved, that 
not a fourth part of the company had tailed either the yiauals or the drink. It is 
worthy of remark, though this was the firft time of our landing, and a great many people 
were prefent who had never feen us before, yet no one was troublefome* but the 
greateft good order was preferved throughout the whole affembly. 

As I intended to make fonie ftay at I ongataboo, we pitched a tent in the forenoon, 
juft by the houfe which Poulaho had affigned for our ufe. The horfes, cattle, and 
fheep were afterwards landed, and a party of marines, with their officei, ftationed a 
guard there. The obfervatory was then fet up, at a fmall diftance from the other 
tent; and Mr. King refided on fliore, to attend the obfervations. The gunners were 
ordered to conduft the traffic with the natives, who thronged from every part of the 
ifland with hogs, yams, cocoa-nuts, and other articles of their produce. _ In a fhort 
time, our land-poft was like a fair, and the ffiips were fo crouded with vifitors, that 
we had hardly room to ftir upon the decks. 

Feenou had taken up his refidence in our neighbourhood ; but he was no longer 
the leading man. However, we ftill found him to be a perfon of confequence, and 
we had daily proofs of his opulence and liberality, by the continuance of his valuable 
prefents. But the King was equally attentive in this refpect; for fcarcely a day paffed 
without receiving from him fome confiderable donation. We now heard, that there 
were other great men of the ifland, whom we had not as yet feen. Otago and 1 oobou, 
in particular, mentioned a perfon named Mareewagee, who, they faid, was of the firft 
confequence in the place. Some of the natives even hinted that he was too great a 
man to confer the honour of a vifit upon us. This account exciting my curiofity, I 
this day mentioned to Poulaho, that I was very defirous of waiting upon Mareewagee ; 
and he readily agreed to accompany me to the place of his refidence the next 
morning. 

Accordingly, we fet out pretty early in the pinnace, and entered a fpacious bay or 
inlet, up which we rowed about a league, and landed amidft a confiderable number 
of people, who received us with a fort of acclamation, not unlike our huzzaing. r Ihey 
immediately Separated to let Poulaho pafs, who took us into a fmall inclofure, and 
fluffed the piece of cloth he wore, for a new piece, neatly folded, that was carried by a 
young man. An old woman aflifted in dreffing him, and put a mat over his cloth, 
as we fuppofed, to prevent its being dirtied when he fat down. On our now afking 
him where Mareewagee was, to our great furprife he faid he had gone from the 
place. It afterwards appeared, that, in this affair, we had laboured under fome grofs 
miftakes, and that our interpreter, Omai, had either been mifinformed, or had mif- 
underftood what was told him about the great man, on whofe account we had 
made this excurfion. 
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The place we went to was a village, mod delightfully fituated on the bank of the 
inlet, where all, or molt of the principal perfons of the illand refide; each having his 
houfe in the midit of a fmall plantation with leffer houfes, and offices for fervants. 
Thefe plantations are neatly fenced round ; and, for the moll part, have only one 
entrance: this is by a door, fattened on the infide by a prop of wood ; fo that a 
perfon has to knock before he can get admittance. Every article of the vegetable 
produce of the ifland, abounded in thefe plantations; but thefe, I obferved, are not 
the refidenee of people of the firft rank. There are fome large houfes near the pub¬ 
lic roads, with fpacious fmooth grafs-plots before them, and uninclofed. Thefe, I was 
told, belonged to the King, and, probably, they are the places where their public 
affemblies are held. 

About noon the next day, this Mareewagee, of whom we had heard fo much, 
aftually came to the neighbourhood of our poll on fliore ; and with him a very con- 
iiderable number of people of all ranks. I was informed, that he had taken this 
trouble on purpofe to give me an opportunity of waiting upon him ; having, probably, 
heard of the difpleafure I had lhewn on my difappointment the day before. In the 
afternoon, a party of us, accompanied by Feenou, landed to pay him a vifit. We 
found a perfon fitting under a large tree, near the fhore, a little to the right of the 
tent. A piece of cloth, at leaft forty yards long, was fpread before him, round which 
a great number of people of both fexes were feated. It was natural to fuppofe that 
this was the great man ; but we were undeceived by Feenou, who informed us, that 
another, who fat on a piece of mat, a little way from this chief, to the right hand, was 
Mareewagee ; and he introduced us to him, who received us very kindly, and defired 
us to fit down by him. The perfon who fat under the tree fronting us, was called 
Toobou ; and when I have occafion to fpeak of him afterward, I lhall call him old 
Toobou, to diftinguilh him from his namefake, Captain Furneaux’s friend. Both he 
and Mareewagee had a venerable appearance. The latter is a ilender man, and 
from his appearance, feems to be considerably above threefcore years of age. The 
former is rather corpulent, and almoft blind with a diforder of his eyes ; though 
not fo old. 

We entertained them for about an hour, with the performance of two french-horns 
and a drum. But they feemed moll pleafed with the firing off a piftol, which 
Captain Clerke had in his pocket. Before I took my leave, the large piece of cloth 
was rolled up, and with a few cocoa-nuts, prefented to me. 

Toward noon, Poulaho returned from the place where we had left him two days 
before, and brought with him his fon, a youth about twelve years of age. I had his 
company at dinner; but the fon, though prefent, was not allowed to fit down with 
him. It was very convenient to have him for my gueft ; for when he was prefent, 
which was generally the cafe while we flayed here, every other native was excluded 
from the table; and but few of them would remain in the cabin. "Whereasif it happened 
that neither he nor Feenou were on board, the inferior chiefs would be very impor¬ 
tunate to be of our dining party ; and then we were fo crouded that we could not 
fit down to a meal with any fatisfaction. The King was very foon reconciled to our 
manner of cookery; but ftill, I believe, he dined thus frequently with me, more 
for the fake of what we gave him to drink, than for what we fet before him to 
eat: for he had taken a liking to our wine, could empty his bottle as well as molt 
men, and was as cheerful over it. 

In the morning of the 15th, I received a ineffage from old Toobou, that he wanted 
to fee me alhore. We found him, like an ancient patriarch, feated under the fliade of 
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a tree, with a large piece of the cloth, made in the ifland, fpread out at full length 
before him j and a number of refpe£lable looking people fitting round it. He defired 
us to place ourfelves by him j and then he told Omai, that the cloth, together with a 
piece of red feathers, and about a dozen cocoa-nuts, were his prefent to me. I thanked 
him for the favour; and defired he would go on board with me, as I had nothing on 
Ihore to give him in return. 

Omai now left me, being fent for by Poulaho; and foon after, Feenou came and 
acquainted me that young Fattafaihe, Poulaho’s fon, defired to fee me. I obeyed 
the fumtnons, and found the Prince and Omai fitting under a large canopy of the 
finer fort of cloth; with a piece of the coarfer fort fpread under them, and before 
them, that was feventy-fix yards long, and l'even and a half broad. Oil one fide was a 
large old boar; and on the other fide a heap of cocoa-nuts. A number of people 
were feated round the cloth; andamongfl: them, I obferved Mareewagee, and others of 
the firft rank. I was defired to fit down by the Prince; and then Omai informed me, that 
he had been inftructed by the King to tell me, that as he and I were friends, he hoped 
that his fon might be joined in this friendlhip; and that as a token of my content, I 
would accept of his prefent. I very readily agreed to the propofal; and it being now 
dinner-time, I invited them all on board. 

Accordingly, the young Prince, Mareewagee, old Toobou, three or four inferior 
chiefs, and two rei'pechible old ladies of the firft rank, accompanied me. Mareewagee 
was drafted in a new piece of cloth, on the fkirts of which were fixed fix pretty large 
patches of red feathers. This drefs feemed to have been made on purpofe for this 
vifit; for as foon as he got on board, he put it oft', and prefented it to me; having, 
I guefs, heard that it would be acceptable on account of the feathers. Every 
one of my vifitors received from me fuch prefents as, I had reafon to believe, they 
were highly fatisfied with. When dinner came upon table, not one of them would 
fit down, or eat a bit of any thing that was ferved up. On expreffing my furprife at 
this, they were all taboo, as they faid; which word has a very comprehenfive meaning; 
but in general fignifies, that a thing is forbidden. Why they were laid under fuch 
reftraints, at present, was not explained. Dinner being over, and having gratified their 
curiofity, by lhewing to them every part of the fhip, I then conducted them alhore. 

As foon as the boat reached the beach, Feenou, and forne others, inftantly ftepped 
out. Toung Fattafaihe following them, was called back by Mareewagee, who now 
paid the heir apparent the fame obeifance, and in the fame manner, that I had feen it 
paid to the King. 

I was not forry to be prefent on this occafion, as 1 was furnillied with the 1110ft 
unequivocal proofs of the fupreme dignity of Poulaho and his fon over the other prin¬ 
cipal chiefs. Indeed, by this time, I had acquired l'ome certain information about 
the relative fituations of the fijveral great men, whofe names have been fo often men¬ 
tioned. I now knew that Mareewagee and old Toobou were brothers. Poulaho’s 
appearance having fatisfied us that we had been under a miftake, in confidering Feenou 
as the fovereign of thefe iflands, we had been, at firft, much puzzled about his real 
rank ; but that was, by this time, ascertained. Feenou was one of Mareewagee’s fons, 
and Toobooeitoa was another. 

Mr. Anderfon, with fbme others, made an excurfion into the country, which 
furnifhed him with the following remarks. Near the creek, which runs to the weft- 
ward ol the tent, the land is quite fiat, and partly overflowed by the fea every tide. 
When that retires, the furface is feen to be compofed of coral rock, with holes of 
yellowilh mud Scattered up and down; and toward the edges, where it is firmer, are 
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innumerable little openings, from which iffue as many fmall crabs, of two or three 
different forts, which fwarm upon the fpot, as flies upon a carcafe; but are fo nimble, 
that, on being approached, they difappear in an inftanr, and baffle even the natives to 
catch any of them. 

At this place is a work of art, which fliews that thefe people are capable of fome 
defign and perfeverance, when they mean to accomplifh any thing. This work begins 
on one fide as a narrow caufcway, which, becoming gradually broader, rifes, with a 
gentle afcent, to the height of ten feet, where it is five paces broad, and the whole 
length feventy-four paces. Joined to this is a fort of circus, whofe diameter is thirty 
paces, and not above a foot or two higher than the caufeway that joins it, with fome 
trees planted in the middle. On the oppofite fide, another caufeway of the fame fort 
defcends; but this is not above forty paces long. All that we could learn refpecting 
it from the natives, was, that it belonged to Poulaho, and is called Etchee. 

On the 16th, in the morning, Mr, Gore and I took a walk into the country; in 
the courfe of which nothing remarkable appeared, but our having opportunities of 
feeing the whole procefs of making cloth, which is the principal manufacture of thefe 
ifiands, as well as of many others in this ocean. In the narrative of my firft voyage; 
a minute defcription is given of this operation, as performed at Otaheite; but the 
procefs here differing in fome particulars, it may be worth while to give the following 
account of it. 

The manufacturers, who are females, take the llender Italics or trunks of the paper 
mulberry, which they cultivate for that purpofe, and which feldom grows more than 
fix or feven feet in height, and about four fingers in thicknefs. From thefe they (trip 
the bark, and fcrape off the outer rind with a mufcle-fhell. The bark is then 
rolled up to deftroy the convexity which it had round the ftalk, and macerated in water 
for fome time (they fay; a night j. After this, it is laid acrofs the trunk of a fmall tree, 
fquared, and beaten with a fquare wooden inftrument, about a foot long, full of coarfe 
grooves on all fides, but fometimes with one that is plain. According to the fize of 
the bark, a piece is focn produced; but the operation is often repeated by another 
hand, or it is folded feveral times, and beat longer, which feems rather intended to 
clofe than to divide its texture. When this is fufficiently effected, it is fpread out to 
dry; the pieces being from four to fix, or more, feet in length, and half as broad. 
They are then given to another perfen, who joins the pieces, by fmearing part of them 
over with the vifcous juice of a berry, called tooo, which ferves as a glue. Having been 
thus lengthened, they are laid over a large piece of wood, with a kind of ftamp, made 
of a fibrous fubftance pretty clofely interwoven, placed beneath. They then take a 
bit of cloth, and dip it in a juice, expreffed from the bark of a tree, called kokka, 
which they rub briikly upon the piece that is making. This, at once, leaves a dull 
brown colour, and a dry glofs upon itsfurface ; the ftamp, at the fame time, making a 
flight imprefiion, that anfwers no other purpofe that I could fee, but to make the feveral 
pieces that are glued together, ftick a little more firmly. In this manner they proceed,, 
joining and ftaining by degrees, till they produce a piece of cloth, of fucb length and 
breadth as they want; generally leaving a border, of a foot broad, at the fides, and 
longer at the ends, unftained. Throughout the whole, if any parts of the original- 
pieces are too thin, or have holes, which is often the cafe, they glue fpare bits upon 
them, till they become of an equal thicknefs. When they want to produce a black 
colour, they mix the foot procured from an oily nut, called dooedooe, with the juice 
of the kokka, in different quantities, according to the propofed depth of the tinge. 
They fay, that the black fort of cloth, which is commonly moft glazed, makes a cold 
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drefs, but the other a warm one; and, to obtain ftrength in both, they are always 
careful to join the fmall pieces length wife, which makes it impoffible to tear the cloth in 
any dire&ion but one. 

On our return from the country, we met with Feenou, and took him, and another 
young chief, on board to dinner. When our fare was fet upon the table, neither of 
them could eat a bit; laying, that they were taboo avy. But after enquiring how the 
Yiftuals had beendreffed, having found that no avy (water) had been ufed in cooking a 
pig and forae yams, they both fat down, and made a very hearty meal; and, on being 
allured that there was no water in the wine, they drank of it alfo. From this we 
conjectured, that, on fome account or another, they were, at this time, forbidden to ufe 
water; or, which was more probable, they did not like the water we made ufe of, it being 
taken out of one of their bathing places. This was not the only time of our meeting 
with people that were taboo avy j but for what reafon, we never could tell with any 
degree of certainty. 

Next day was fixed upon by Mareewagee for giving a grand haiva, or entertain¬ 
ment, to which we were all invited. For this purpofe, a large fpace had been cleared, 
before the temporary hut of this chief, near our poll, as an area where the performances 
were to be exhibited. In the morning, great multitudes of the natives came in from 
the country, every one carrying a pole, about fix feet long, upon his Ihoulder; and at 
each end of every pole a yam was fufpended. Thefe yams and poles were depolited 
on each fide of the area, fo as to form two large heaps, decorated with different forts 
of fmall fifli, and piled up to the greateft advantage. They were Mareewagee’s prefent 
to Captain Clerke and me. 

Every thing being thus prepared, about eleven o’clock they began to exhibit various 
dances, which they call mai. The mufic confifted, at firft, of feventy men as a chorus, 
who fat down j and amid ft them were placed three inftruments, which we called 
drums, though very unlike them. They are large cylindrical pieces of wood, or trunks 
of trees, from three to four feet long, fome twice as thick as an ordinary-fized man, 
and fome fmaller, hollowed entirely out, but clofed at both ends, and open only by a 
chink, about three inches broad, running almoft the whole length of the drums j by 
which opening, the reft of the wood is certainly hollowed, though the operation muft 
be difficult. This inftrumgnt is called naffa; and, with the chink turned toward 
them, they fit and beat ftrongly upon it with two cylindrical pieces of hard wood, 
about a foot long, and as thick as the wrift j by which means, they produce a rude, 
though loud and powerful found. They change the tones, by beating in the middle, 
or near the end. 

The firft dance confifted of four ranks, of twenty-four men each, holding in their 
hands a little thin light wooden inftrument, about two feet long, and in ffiape not 
unlike a fmall oblong paddle. With thefe, which are called pagge, they made a 
great many different motions; fuch as pointing them toward the ground on one fide, 
at the fame time inclining their bodies that way, from which they were fluffed to the 
oppofite fide in the fame maimer j then paffing them quickly from one hand to the 
other, and twirling them about very dexteroufly, with a variety of other manoeuvres, 
all which were accompanied by correfponding attitudes of the body. Their motions 
were at firft flow, but quickened as the drums beat fafter; and they recited fentences, 
in a mulical tone, the whole time, which were anfwered by the chorus ; but at the end 
of a fliort fpace they all joined, and finiflied with a fliout j then the rear rank dividing, 
fluffed themfelves very flowly round each end, and meeting in the front, formed the 
rir.ft rank; the whole number continuing to recite the fentences as before. The other 
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ranks did the fame fucceffively, till that which at firft was the front, became the rear ; 
and their evolution continued in the fame manner, till the I aft rank regained its firft 
fituation. Then they began a much quicker dance, though flow at firft, and fung about 
ten minutes, when the whole body divided into two parts, retreated a little, and then 
approached, forming a fort of circular figure, which finifhed the dance; the drums 
being removed, and the chorus going off the field at the fame time. 

Three drums (which, at leaft, took two, and fometimes three men to carry them) 
were now brought in, and feventy men fat down as a chorus to another dance. This 
confifted of two ranks, of fixteen perfons each, with young Toobou at their head. 
Thefe danced, fung, and twirled the pagge as before; but, in general, much quicker. 
A motion that met with particular approbation, was one in which they held the face 
afide, as if afhamed. The back rank clofed before the front one, and that again re¬ 
fumed its place as in the two former dances. At that inftant, two men entered very 
haftily, and exercifed the clubs which they ufe in battle. They did this, by firft twirl¬ 
ing them in their hands, and making circular ftrokes before them with great force and 
quicknefs but fo lkilfully managed, that, though {landing quite clofe, they never 
interfered. To them fucceeded a perfon with a fpear, in the fame hafty manner j 
looking about eagerly, as if in fearch of fomebody to throw it at. He then ran 
haftily to one fide of the crowd in the front, and put himfelf in a threatening attitude, 
as if he meant to ftrike with his fpear at one of them, bending the knee a little, and 
trembling, as it were with rage. He continued in this manner only a few feconds, 
when he moved to the other fide, and having flood in the fame pofture there for the 
fame fliort time, retreated from the ground as faft as when he made his appearance. 

The laft dance had two drums, and confifted of fixty men, who had not danced 
before, difpofed in three rows, having twenty-four in front. They divided into two 
bodies, with their backs to each other; formed again, fhifted their ranks, as in the 
other dances ; divided and retreated, making room for two champions, who exercifed 
their clubs as before, and after them two others: the dancers all-the time reciting 
fiowly in turn with the chorus ; after which they advanced, and finifhed. 

Thefe dances lafted from eleven till near three o'clock; and though they were, 
doubtlefs, intended to fhew us a fpecimen of their dexterity, vaft numbers of their own 
people attended as fpeflators. Some of us computed that there were not lefs than ten 
or twelve thoufand within the compafs of a quarter of a mile, drawn together, for the 
moll part, by mere curiofity. 

It is with regret I mention that we could not underfland what was fpoken, while we 
were able to fee what was atted in thefe amufements. This, doubtlefs, would have afforded 
us much information as to the genius and cuftoms of thefe people. It was obfervable, 
that though the fpeftators always approved of the various motions, when well made, 
a great fhare of the pleafure they received feemed to arife from the fentimental part, 
or what the performers delivered in their fpeeches. However, the mere acting part, 
independently of the fentences repeated, was well worth our notice, both with refpe£t 
to the extenfive plan on which it was executed, and to the various motion, as well as 
the exaft unity, with which they were performed. No pen can defcribe the numerous 
actions and motions, the fingularity of which was not greater than was the eafe and 
gracefulnefs with which they were performed. 

The whole was conducted with far better order than could have been expefted in fo 
large an affembly. Amongft fuch a multitude, there mult be a number of ill-difpofed 
people j and we hourly experienced it. All our care and attention did not prevent 
their plundering us in every quarter; and that in the mail daring and infolent man- 
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ner. There was hardly any thing that they did not attempt to fteal; and yet, as the 
crowd was always fo-great, I would not allow the fentries to fire, left the innocent 
fhould fuffer for the guilty. They once, at noon-day, ventured to aim at taking an 
anchor from oft' the Difcovery’s bows ; and they would certainly have fucceedeJ, if 
the flook had not hooked one of the chain-plates in lowering down the ihip’s fide, 
from which - they could not difengage it by hand ; and tackles were things they were 
unacquainted with. The only a a of violence they were guilty of, was the breaking 
the fhoulder-bone of one of our goats, fo that^ foe died foon after. This lofs fell 
upon themfelves, as foe was one of thofe that I intended to leave upon the ifland ; but 
of this the perfon who did it was ignorant. 

Early in the morning of the 18th, an accident happened that flrongly marked one 
of their cuftoms. A man got out of a canoe into the quarter-gallery of the Refo- 
lution, and ftolefrom thence a pewter bafon. He was difeovered, purfued, and brought 
alongfide the fhip. On this occafion, three old women, who were in the canoe, made 
loud"lamentations over the prifoner, beating their breafts and faces in a mod violent 
manner with the infide of their fifts ■, and all this was done without fhedding a tear. 
This mode of exprefling grief is what occafions the mark which almoft all this people 
bear on the face, over the cheek-bones. 

This day, I beftowed on Mareewagee fome prefents, in return for thofe we had re¬ 
ceived from him the day before ; and as the entertainments which he had then exhi¬ 
bited for our amufement, called upon us to make fome exhibition in our way, I 
ordered a party of marines to go through their exercife, on the fpot where his dances 
had been performed ; and in the evening, played off fome fireworks at the fame place. 
Poulaho, with all the principal chiefs, and a great number of people of all denomi¬ 
nations, were prefent. The platoon firing, which was executed tolerably well, feemed 
to give them pleafure ; but they were loft in aftonifoment when they beheld our water- 
rockets. 

In expectation of this evening fliow, the circle of natives about our tent heing 
pretty large, they engaged the greateft part of the afternoon, in boxing and wreftling. 
When any of them chufes to wreftle, he gets up from one fide of the ring, and 
croffes the ground in a fort of meafured pace, clapping fmartly on the elbow-joint of 
one arm, which is bent, and produces a hollow found ; that is reckoned the challenge. 
If no perfon comes out from the oppofite fide to engage him, he returns in the fame 
manner and fits down ; but fometimes ftands clapping in the midft of the ground, to 
provoke fome one to come out. If an opponent appears, they come together with 
marks of the greateft good-nature, generally fmiling, and taking time to adjuft the 
piece of cloth which is faftened round the waift. They then lay hold of each other 
by this girdle, with a hand on each fide ; and he who fucceeds in drawing his anta- 
gonift to him, immediately tries to lift him upon his breaft, and throw him upon his 
back and if he be able to turn round with him two or three times in that pofition, 
before he throws him, his dexterity never fails of procuring plaudits from the fpeCta- 
tors. If they be more equally matched, they clofe foon, and endeavour to throw each 
other by entwining their legs, or lifting each other from the ground ; in which ftrug- 
gles they (hew a prodigious exertion of ftrength, every mufcle, as it were, being ready 
to burft with ftraining. When one is thrown, he immediately quits the field, but the 
viCtors fit down for a few feconds, then gets up, and goes to the fide he came from, 
who proclaim the victory aloud, in a fentence delivered flowly, and in a mufical ca¬ 
dence. When they find that they are fo equally matched as not likely to throw each 
other,' they leave off by mutual confent. 
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The boxers advance fide-ways, changing the fide at every pace with one arm ftrefched 
fully out before, the other behind ; and holding a piece of cord in one hand, which 
they wrap firmly about it when they find an antagonift, or elfe have done fo before 
they enter. Ihis, I imagine, they do, to prevent a diilocation of the hand or fingers. 
J neir blows are directed^ chiefly to the head ; but fometimes to the fides ; and are 
dealt out with great a&iviiy. One of their moft dexterous blows is to turn round on 
their heel, juft as they have ftrucfc their antagonift, and to give him another verv 
finart one with the other hand backward. 

1 he boxing matches feldom laft long; and the parties either leave off together, or 
one acknowledges his being beat. But they never fing the fong of viftory in thefe 
Ca Ai* Un ^ 0r I e ^ r '^ es ^' s adverfary to the ground ; which Ihews, that of the two, 
wi titling is their moft approved diverfion. Some of our people ventured to contend 
uh them jo both exercifes, but were always worfted. 

I he animals which we had brought were all on fiiore* Knowing their thievifh dif- 
polmon, I thought it prudent to declare my intention of leaving fome of them behind, 
and even to make a diftribution of them previoufly to my departure* 

With this view, in the evening of the 19th, I affembted all the chiefs before our 
houfe, and my intended prefents to them were marked out* To Pouf alio* the King, 
I gave a young Engliih bull and cow; to Mareewagee, a Cape ram and two ewes; 
and to reenou, a horfe and a mare. As my defign to make fiich a diftribution had 
been made known the day before, mod: of the people in the neighbourhood were 
tnen p refen t* I inftructed Omai to tell them that there were nd fuch animals within 
many months fail of their ifland ; that we had brought them, for their ufe, from that 
immenfc diftance, at a vaft trouble and expenfe ; that therefore they muft be careful 
ao£ to kill any of them till they had multiplied to a numerous .race ; and laftly, that 
they and their children ought to remember that they had received them from the men 
of Britain. He alfo explained to them their feveral ufes, and what elfe was neceflary 
for them to know, or rather as far as he knew; for Omai was not very well verfed 
in fuch things himfelfi 

h loon appeared that forhe were diflatisfied with this allotment of our animals ; for 
early next morning one of our kids and two turkey-cocks were miffing, I could not 
be fo umple as to fuppofe that this was merely an accidental lofs ; and I was determined 
to nave them again* ^ Hie firft ftep I took was to feize on three canoes that happened 
to be alongfide the fliips, I then went afhore, and having found the King, his brother, 
Feenou, and fome other chiefs, in the houfe that we occupied, I immediately put a 
guaid ovei them, and gave them to underftand that they inufl remain under reftraint, 
till not only the kid and the turkeys, but the other things, that had been ftolen from us 
at different tunes, were reftored* They concealed, as well as they could, their feelings* 
on finding fbemfelves prifoners; and having afthred me that every thing fliouid be 
reitored as I defired, fat down to dxank their kava, feeuiingly nluch at their eafe. It was 
not long befoie an axe and an iron wedge were brought to me. In the mean time fome 
armed natives began to gather behind the houfe ; but on a part of our guard marching 
agaihll them, they difperfed; and I advifed the chiefs £0 give orders that no more 
mould appear, Such orders were accordingly given by them, and they were obeyed* 
On afking them to go aboard with me to dinner, they readily confented. But fome 
having afterwards objected to foe King’s going, he inftantly rofe up, and declared he 
would be the firft man* Accordingly we came on board, I kept them there till near 
lour 0 clock, when I conducted them afhore; and foon after the kid and one of the 
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turkey-cocks were brought back. The other, they faid, fhould be reftored the next 
morning. I believed this would happen, and releafed both them and the canoes. 

After the chiefs had left us, I walked out with Omai, to obferve how the people 
about us fared; for this was the time of their meals. I found that hi general they 
were at fhort commons. Nor is this to be wondered at, fince moft: of the yams, and 
other provifions which they brought with them, were fold to us; and they never 
thought of returning to their own habitations while they could find any fort of fub- 
fiftence in our neighbourhood. 

In this walk we met with about half a dozen women, in one place, at fupper. Two 
of the company I obferved being fed by the others; on our afking the reafon, they 
faid, taboo inattee. On farther enquiry we found that one of them had, two months 
before, walked the dead corpfe of a chief; and that on this account fhe was not to 
handle any food for five months* The other had performed the lame office to the 
corpfe of another perfon of inferior rank, and was now under the fame reftriftion ; 
but not for fo long a time. 

Early the next morning the King came on board, to invite me to an entertainment, 
which he propofed to give the fame day. He had already been under the barber’s 
hands, his head being all befineared with red pigment, in order to redden his hair, 
which was naturally of a dark brown colour. After breakfall I attended him to the 
Ihore ; and we found the people very bufy, in two places, in the front of our area, 
fixing in an upright and fquare pofition, thus £: :J, four very long polls, near two 
feet from each other. The fpace between the polls was afterward filled up with yams; 
and as they went on filling it, they fattened pieces of flicks acrofs, from poll to poll, 
at the diftance of about every four feet, to prevent the polls from feparating by the 
weight of the inclofed yams, and alfo to get up by. When the yams had reached the 
top of the firft polls, they fattened others to them, and fo continued till each pile was 
the height of thirty feet or' upwards. On the top of one, they placed two baked 
hogs } on the top of the other, a living one j and another they tied by the legs, half 
way up. It was matter of curiofity to obferve, with what facility and difpatch thefe 
two piles were railed. Had our feamen been ordered to execute fuch a work, they 
would have fworn that it could not be performed without carpenters; and the carpen¬ 
ters would have called to their aid a dozen different forts of tools, and have expended, 
at Ieaftj a hundred weight of nails ; and after all it would have employed them as many 
days, as it did thefe people hours. But feamen, like moft other amphibious animals, 
are always the moft helplefs on land. After they had completed thefe two piles, they 
made feveral other heaps of yams and bread-fruit on each fide of the area; to which 
were added a turtle, and a large quantity of excellent filh. 

1 dined alhore. The King fat down with us; but he neither ate nor drank. I found 
that this was owing to the prefence of a female, who, as we afterward under Hood, had 
fuperior rank to himfelf. As foon as this great perfonage had dined, Ihe Hepped up 
to the King, who put his hands to her feet; and then Ihe retired. He immediately 
dipped his fingers in a glafs of wine, and then received the obeifance of all her fol¬ 
lowers. This was the fingle inftance we ever obferved of his paying this mark of re¬ 
verence to any perfon. At the King’s defire, I ordered fome fireworks to be played 
off in the evening ; but unfortunately being damaged, this exhibition did not anfwer 
expe&ation. . 

As no more entertainments were to be expected on either fide, and the curiofity of 
the populace was, by this time, pretty well fatisfied, mofl of them left us. We ftill 
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however had thieves about us ; and encouraged by the negligence of our own people, 
we had continual inftances of their depredations. 

Some of tlie officers belonging to both ffiips, who had made an excurfion into the 
interior parts of the ifland, without my leave, and indeed, without my knowledge, 
returned this evening, after an abfence of two days. They had taken with them their 
mulkets, with the neceffary ammunition, and feveral fmall articles of the favourite 
commodities; all which the natives had the dexterity to fteal from them, in the courfe 
of their expedition. Feenou and Poulaho, upon this occafion, very juftly obferved, 
that if any of my people, at any time, wanted to go into the country, they ought to 
be acquainted with it; in which cafe they would fend proper perfons along with them ; 
and then they would be anfwerable for their fafety. Though I gave myfelf no trouble 
about the recovery of the things ftolen upon this occafion, mod of them, through 
Feenou’s interpofition, were recovered, except one mulket and a few other articles 
of inferior value. By this time alfo we had recovered the turkey-cock, and moll of 
the tools and other matters that had been ftolen from our workmen. We had now 
recruited the fhips with wood and water, and had finiffied the repairs of our fails. 
However, as an eclipfe of the fun was to happen upon the 5th of July, and it was 
now the 25 th of June, 1 refolved to defer failing till that time had elapfed, in order to 
have a chance of obferving it. 

Having therefore fome days of leifure before me, a party of us, accompanied by 
Poulaho, fet out early next morning, in a boat, for Mooa, the village where he and 
the other great men ufually refide. As we rowed up the inlet, we met fourteen canoes 
fi filing in company; in one of which was Poulaho's fon. In each canoe was a trian¬ 
gular net, extended between two poles j at the lower end of which was a cod to re¬ 
ceive and fecure the fifli. They had already caught fome fine mullets j and they put 
about a dozen into our boat. I defired to fee their method of fiffiing; which they 
readily complied with. A ffioal of fifli was fuppofed to be upon one of the banks, 
which they inftantly inclofed in a long net like a feine, or fet-net. This the fifhers, one 
getting into the water out of each boat, furrounded with the triangular nets in their 
hands j with which they fepoped the fifli out of the feine, or caught them as they 
attempted to leap over it. 

Leaving the Prince and his fifliing-party, we proceeded to the bottom of the bay, 
and landed where we had done before, on our fruitlefs errand to fee Mareewagee. 
Here we obferved a fiataoka, or burying-place, which was alnioft clofe to the houfe, 
and was much more extenfive, and feemingly of more confequence, than any we had 
feen at the other iilands. We were told that it belonged to the King. It confided of 
three pretty large houfes, fituated upon a rifing ground, with a fmall one at fome dif- 
tance, all ranged longitudinally. They were covered and paved with fine pebbles, 
and the whole was inclofed by large flat ftones of hard coral rock, properly hewn, 
placed on their edges ; one of which ftones meafured twelve feet in length, two in 
breadth, and above one in thicknefs. Within one of thele houfes were two rude 
wooden bulls of men. On enquiring what thefe images were intended for, we were 
told they were merely memorials of fome chiefs who had been buried there, and not the 
reprefentations of any deity. In one of them was the carved head of an Otaheke 
canoe, which had been driven alhore on their coaft, and depofited here. 

After we had refreffied ourfelves, we made an excurfion into the- country, attended 
by one of the King’s minifters. Our train was not great, as he would not fuffer the 
rabble to follow us. He alfo obliged all thofe whom we met upon our progrefs, to fit 
down till we had paffed; which is a mark of refpefl due only to their fovereigns. By 

4 s 2 far 


CAPTAIN COOKES LAST VOYAGE. 


684 

far the greateft: part cf the country was cultivated, and planted with various forts of 
productions. We met with feveral large uninhabited houfes, which we were told 
belonged to the King. There were many public and well-beaten roads, and abundance 
of foot-paths leading to every part of the ifland. It is remarkable that when we were 
on the mod elevated parts, at lead: a hundred feet above the level of the fea, we often 
met with the fame coral rock which is found at the thore; and yet thefe very fpots, 
with hardly any foil upon them, were covered with luxuriant vegetation. We faw fome 
fprings, but the water was either flanking or brackifh. 

When we returned from our walk, which was not till the dufk of the evening, our 
fupper was ready. It confided of a baked hog, fome fifli and yams, ail excellently 
well cooked, after the method of thefe iflands. As there was nothing to amufe us 
after fupper, we followed the cuflom of the country, and lay down to fleep, our beds 
being mats fpread upon the floor, and cloth to cover us. The King, who had made 
himfelf very happy with fome wine and brandy which we had brought, flept in the 
fame houfe, as well as feveral others of the natives. Long before day-break, he and 
they all rofe, and fat converting by moon-light. The converfation, as might well be 
gueffed, turned wholly upon us ; but it was not long before they all returned, and with 
them feveral more of their countrymen. 

They now began to prepare a bowl of kava; and, leaving them fo employed, I 
went to vifit old Toobou, Captain Furneaux’s friend, who had a houfe hard by, which 
for fize and neatnefs was exceeded by few in the place. As I had left the others, fo 
I found here a company preparing a morning draught. This chief made a prefent to 
me of a living hog, a baked one, a quantity of yams, and a large piece of cloth. When 
I returned to the King, I found him, and his circle of attendants, drinking the fecond 
bowl of kava. 

We had feen the drinking of kava fonietimes at the other iflands; but by no means 
fo' frequently as here, where it feems to be the only forenoon employment of the 
principal people. The kava is a fpecies of pepper, which they cultivate for this 
purpofe, and elleem it a valuable article. It feldom grows to more than a man’s 
height; it branches confiderably, with large heart-fhaped leaves and jointed ftalks. 
The root is the only part that is ufed. They break it in pieces, fcrape the dirt off 
with a fliell, and then each begins and chews his portion, which he fpits into a plantain- 
leaf. The perfon who is to prepare the liquor, collects all thefe mouthfuls, and puts 
them into a large wooden difli or bowl, adding as much water as will make it of a 
proper ftrength. It is then well .mixed up with the hands; and fome loofe fluff, of 
which mats are made, is thrown upon the furface. The immediate effeCt of this 
beverage is not perceptible on thefe people, who ufe it fo frequently, but on fome of 
ours, who ventured to try it, though fo naftily prepared, it had the fame power as 
fpirits have in intoxicating them; or rather, it produced that kind of ftupefaCtion, 
which is the confequence of ufmg opium, or other fubfiances of that kind. I have 
feen them drink it feven times before noon, yet it is fo difagreeable, or at lead feems 
fo, that the greateft part of them cannot fwallow it without making wry faces, and 
fhuddering afterward. 

We nowJeft Mooa, and fet out to return to the fhips. .While we rowed down the 
lagoon or inlet, we met with two canoes coming in from fifhing. Poulaho ordered 
them to be called alongfide our boat, and took from them every fifh and fliell they 
had got. Why this was done, I cannot fay; for we had plenty of provifions in the 
boat. Some of this fifh he gave to me; and his fervants fold the refl on board the 
fliip. 

We 
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We took it view of a curious coral rock, which feeins to have been thrown upon 
me reef where it ftands* It is elevated about ten or twelve feet above the furface of 
the ica that furrounds it. The bale it refts upon is not above one-third of the circum- 
Jercnce or its projcfting fummit, which I judged to be about one hundred feet and 
is covered with etea and pandanus trees; 

W hen we got on board the fliip, I found that every thing had been quiet during my 
ablence, not a theft having been committed; of which Feenou and Futtafaihe the 
,ng s bother, who had undertaken the management of his countrymen, boafted not 
a fit tie. ibis fhervs what power the chiefs have, when they have the will to execute 
it; which we were feldom to expect, fince whatever was ftuleir from us, generally if 
not always, was conveyed to them. ; 

■ ^ be §° od c ondu& of the natives was of fhort duration; for the next day fix or 
cig 1 of them aflaulted iome of our people who were fa wing planks. They were fired 
upon by the fentry; and one was fuppofed to be wounded, and three others taken, 
iheie I kept confined all night; and did not difmifs them without punifhment. After 
this, they behaved with a little more circumfpeaion, and gave us much lefs trouble. 
1 his change of benaviour was certainly occafioned by the man being wounded: for 
before they had only been told the efte£fc of fire-arms, but now they had felt it. The 
repeated mfolence of the natives had induced me to order the mufkets of the fen- 
tries to be loaded with fmall fhot, and to authorize them to fire on particular occafions. 

i Tr i° r gi ai \ te i therefore ’ tbat tIlis man had only been wounded with final! fhot. 
p Ut aIui Mr.Anderfon, in an excurlion into the country, met with him, and 

oun indubitable marks of his having been wounded, but not dangeroufly, with a 
muiLet-bail. I never could find out how this mufket happened to be charged with 
fhot anL WCre enou § b read Y to fwear that its contents were only fmall 

Mr. Anderfon’s account of the excurfion, juft mentioned, will fill up an interval of 
two days, during which nothing of note happened at the fhips. « Mr. King and I 
went on the 30th along with Futtafaihe as vifitors to Iris houfe, which is at Mooa, 
very near that of his brother Poulaho. A fhort time after we arrived, a pretty large 
hog was killed ; which is done by repeated ftrokes on the head. The hair was then 
iciaped oft, very dexteroufly, with the fliarp edges of pieces of fofit bamboo : taking 

M®? °, UC at , a ar S e ova J hole cut w the belly by the fame fimple inftrument. 
J f,™ y , had P'-cpartd an oven ; which is a large hole dug in the earth, filled 

: om ; fton rv abou v he f5ze ° f the fift > ° ver wh «* * tin th ey 

are red hot. They took feme of thefe ftones, wrapt up in leaves of the bread-fruit- 
uee, and filled the hog s belly, fluffing in a quantity of leaves, to prevent their falling 

on fom d ir t tin f a , p U ‘VV h n fame kmd in the anus ‘ The carcafe was then placed 
mine flicks laid acrofs the ftones, m a ftandmg pofture, and covered with a^reat 

Afie f which ,hcy du s ,,p the eanh a " *“»» > 

ference. 1 3 ^ ^ ^ °P eratlon oi bakin S squired no farther inter- 

* n , the £“ we \ a!ked aboilt the country, but met with nothin^ remarkable, 
hifrb P °[ one h °ufc, ftandmg on an artificial mount, at leaft thirty feet 

wift ouanfiSS 7 V ? a£ n ° * reat L difknce a nuraber of erooa trees, on which clung 
1 m anv fr f h t hu 'f^ TnMC batS ’ makin S a difagreeable noife. We could not 

th ee fee when r 7 ™ ketS; bllt fome tbat were £ ot « Annamooka, meafured near 
ee teet, whan- the wings were extended. On onr returning to Futtafaihe’s houfe 

v ordereithe hog, that had been dreffed, to be produced, with feveral baikets of 

baked 
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baked yams, and fome cocoa-nuts. But we found that inftead of his entertaining us, 
we were to entertain him; the property of the feaft being entirely transferred to us, 
as his guefts, and we were to difpofe of it as we pleafed. The fame perfon who 
cleaned the hog in the morning, now cut it up (but not before we defired him) in a 
very dexterous manner, with a knife of fplit bamboo ; dividing the feveral parts, and 
hitting the joints with a quicknefs and fkill that furprifed us very much. The whole 
was fet down before us, though at leafl fifty pounds weight, until we took a final! 
piece away, and defired that they would fliare the reft atnongft the people fitting 
round. But it was not .without a great many fcruples they did that at laft; and then 
they afked what particular perfons they fliould give it to. However they were very 
well pleafed when they found that it was not contrary to any cuftom of ours: fome 
carrying off the portion they had received, and others eating it upon the fpot. It was 
with great difficulty that we could prevail upon Futtafaihe himfelf to eat a finall bit. 

In the evening we had a pig, dreffed in the fame manner as the hog, with yams and 
cocoa-nuts, brought for fupper ; and Futtafaihe, finding that we did not like the 
fcruples they had made before to accept of any part of the entertainment, alked us 
immediately to fliare it and give it to whom we pleafed. When fupper was over, 
abundance of cloth was brought for us to fleep in; but we were a good deal difturbed 
by a fingular inftance of luxury, in which their principal men indulge rhemfelves; 
that of being beat while they are afleep. Two women fat by Futtafaihe, and performed 
this operation, which is called tooge tooge, by beating brifkly on his body and legs 
with both fifts, as on a drum, till he fell afleep, and continuing it the whole night, 
with fome fliort intervals. When once the perfon is afleep, they abate a little in the 
ftrength and quicknefs of beating j but refume it, if they obferve any appearance of 
bis awaking. In the morning we found that Futtafaihe’s women relieved each other, 
and went to fleep by turns. In any other country it would be fuppofed that fuch a 
practice would put an end to all reft ; but here it certainly acts as an opiate; and is a 
ftrong proof of what habit may effeCt. The noife of this, however, was not the only 
thing that kept us awake; for the people, who paffed the night in the houfe, not only 
converfed among each other frequently, as in the day ; but all got up before it was 
light, and made a hearty meal on fifli and yams, which were brought to them by a 
perfon who feemed to know very well the appointed time for this noCturnal refrelh- 
ment. 

Next morning we fet out with Futtafaihe, and walked down the eaft fide of the 
bay to the point. We found that, in travelling, Futtafaihe, exercifed a power, though 
by no means wantonly, which pointed out the great authority of fuch principal men; 
or is, perhaps, only annexed to thofe of the royal family. For he fent to one place 
for fifli; to another for yams; and fo on at other places; and all his orders were 
obeyed with the greateft readinefs, as if he had been abfolute matter of the people’s 
property. On coming to the point, the natives mentioned fomething of one, who they 
faid had been fired at by fome of our people ; and upon our wifliing to fee him, they 
conduced us to a houfe, where we found a man who had been {hot through the 
fhoulder, but not dangeroufly; as the ball had entered a little above the inner part of 
the collar-bone, and paffed out obliquely backward. We were fure, from the ftate of 
the wound, that he was the perfon who had been fired at by one of the fentinels three 
days before; though pofitive orders had been given that none of them ftiould load 
their pieces with any thing but fmall {hot. We gave fome directions to his friends 
how to manage the wound, to which no application had been made; and they feemed 
.pleafed when we told them it would get well in a certain time. 

lhad 
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I had prolonged my flay at this ifland on account of the approaching eclipfe; but 
on the ad of July, on looking at the micrometer belonging to /he Board of Longitude, 

I found foine of the rack-work broken, and the inftrumerit ufelefs till repaired ; which 
there was not time to do before it was intended to be ufed. Preparing now for our 
departure, 1 got on board this day all the cattle, poultry, and other animals, except 
fuch as were deltined to remain. 

The next day we took up our anchor, and moved the {hips behind Pangimodoo, 
that we might be ready to take the advantage of the firft favourable wind to get 
through the narrow's. The King, who was one of our company this day at dinner, 1 
obferved, took particular notice of the plates. This occafioned me to make him an 
offer of one, either of pewter or of earthenware. He chofe the firft; and then began 
to tell us the feveral ufes to which he intended to apply it. Two of them are fo 
extraordinary, that I cannot omit mentioning them. He faid that whenever he 
{hould have occafion to vifit any of the other iilands, he would leave this plate behind 
him at Tongataboo, as a fort of reprefentative in his ablence, that the people might 
pay it the fame obeifance they do to hinifelf in perfon. He was a iked what had been 
ufually employed for this purpofe before he got this plate; and we had the fatif- 
fa&ion of learning from him, that this Angular honour had hitherto been conferred 
en a wooden bowl, in which he wafhed his hands. The other extraordinary ufe to 
which he meant to apply it in the room of his wooden bowl was, to difcover a thief. 
He faid that when any thing was ftolen, and the thief could not be found out, the 
people were all afiembled together before him, when he wafhed his hands in water in 
this veffel; after which it was cleaned, and then the whole multitude advanced, one 
after another, and touched it in the fame manner that they touch his foot, when they 
pay him obeifance. If the guilty perfon touched it, he died immediately upon the fpot j 
not by violence, but by the hand of Providence ; and if any one refufed to touch it, 
his refufai was a clear proof that he was the man. 

In the morning of the 5th, the day of the eclipfe, the weather was dark and cloudy,, 
with (bowers of rain, fo that we had little hopes of an obfervation. About nine 
o’clock the fun broke out at intervals for about half an hour; after which it was 
totally obfcured, till within a minute or two of the beginning of the eclipfe. We were- 
all at our telefcopes, viz. Mr. Bayly, Mr. King, Captain Clerke, Mr. Bligh, and 
niyfelf, I loft the obfervation by not having a dark glafs at hand, fuitable to the 
clouds that were continually paffing over the fun; and Mr. Bligh had not got the fun 
into the field of his telefcope; fo that the commencement of the eclipfe was only ob¬ 
ferved by the other three gentlemen. 

As foon as we knew the eclipfe to be over, we packed up the inftruments, and fent 
every thing on board that had not been already removed. As none of the natives 
had taken the leaf! notice or care of the three fheep, allotted to Mareewagee, I ordered 
them to be carried back to the fhips. I was apprehenfive that if I had left them here, 
they ran great rifk of being deftroyed by dogs. That animal did not exift upon this 
iffand, when I firft vifited it in 1773 ; but I now found they had got a good many,., 
partly from the breed then left by myfelf, and partly from fome imported- fines that: 
time, from an ifland not very remote, called Feejee. 

The general appearance of the country conveys to the fpe&ator an idea of the molt . 
exuberant fertility, whether we refpe& the places improved by art, or thofe ftill in a 
natural ftate. At a diftance the furface feems entirely clothed with trees of various 
fizes; the tall cocoa-palms are far from being the fmalleft ornament to any country 
that produces them. The bogoo, which is a fpeeies of fig, with narrow pointed leaves, 
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is the largeft-fized tree of the ifland ; the bafis of which, as far as we know, is entirely 
a coral rock. 

Of cultivated fruits, the principal are the plantains; of which fruit they have fifteen 
different lorts or varieties; bread-fruit; two forts of fruit found at Otaheite, and 
known there under the names of jambo and eeve, the latter a kind of plum ; and vail 
numbers of fhadocks, which, however, are found as often in a natural (late as planted. 
Befides vail numbers of cocoa-nut trees, they have three other forts of palms. 1 here 
is plenty of excellent fugar-cane, which is cultivated ; gourds j bamboo; turmeric 
and a fpecies of fig, about the fize of a fmall cherry, called matte, which, though wild, 
is fometimes eaten. The catalogue of uncultivated plants is too large to be enu¬ 
merated. 

The only quadrupeds, befides hogs, are a few rats and fome dogs. Fowls, which are 
of a large breed, are domefticated here. 

Amonglt the birds are parrots, fomewhat final ler than the common grey ones: par- 
roquets, not larger than a fparrow, of a fine yellowilh green, with bright azure on the 
crown of the head, and the throat and belly red. 

There are owls about the fize of our common fort, but of a finer plumage ; the 
cuckoos, mentioned in Palmerfton’s Ifland j king-fifhers, about the fize of a thrufli, 
of a greenifh blue, with a white ring about the neck. The other land-birds are rails, 
of a variegated colour; large violet-coloured coots, with red bald crowns; two forts 
of fly-catchers; a very fmall fwallow ; and three forts of pigeons. 

Of water-fowl, and fuch as frequent the fea, are ducks; bltie and white herons ; 
tropic birds; common noddies ; white terns; a new fpecies of a leaden colour, with a 
black creft; a fmall bluilh curlew; and a large plover fpotted with yellow. Befides 
the large bats, mentioned before, there is alfo the common fort. 

The only noxious or difgufling animals of the reptile or infecl tribe, are fea-fnakes, 
three feet long, with black and white circles alternately, often found on fliore ’ r lome 
fqorpions and centipedes. 

The fea abounds with fifli, though the variety is lefs than might be expected. The 
moft frequent forts are mullets; feveral forts of parrot-fifh; filver fifli, old wives; 
fome beautifully fpotted foies; alfo fharks ; and forae curious devil-fifh. 

The many reefs and flioals on the north fide of the ifland-, afford fhelter for an 
endlefs variety of fliell-fifh ; fuch as the true hammer-oyfler; panamas; cones; and 
a fort of gigantic cockle. There are likewife feveral forts of fea-eggs, and many very 
fine flar-fifh; befides a confiderable variety of corals. 

On July 26th we were ready to fail; but the wind being eafterly, we were under a 
neceflity of waiting two or three days. On the 8th, in the morning, I walked out and 
vifited leveral chiefs; all of them were taking their morning draught or had already 
taken it. The King I found afleep in a fmall retired hut, with two women tapping 
on his breech. About eleven o’clock he arofe, and then fome fifh and yams, which 
tailed as if they had been flowed in coco an ut milk, were brought to him. Of thefe 
he ate a large portion, and lay down once more to fleep. I now left him, and carried 
to the Prince a prefent of cloth, beads, and other articles, which I had brought with 
me from the fhip for the purpofe. There was a fufiicient quantity of cloth to make 
him a complete fuit; and he was immediately decked out with it. Proud of his drefs, 
he fir ft went to fhew himfelf to his father; and then conduced me to his mother; 
with whom were about ten or a dozen other women of a refpe&able appearance. 
Here the Prince changed his apparel, and made me a prefent of two pieces of the 
cloth manufactured in the ifland. By this time it was pall noon, when by appointment 
, , I repaired 
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I repaired to the palace to dinner. Several of our gentlemen were invited to the feaft, 
which was prefently fervcd up, and confided of two pigs and yams. I roufed the 
drowfy monarch to partake of what he had provided for our entertainment. In the 
mean time two mullets and fome ftiell-filb were brought to him, as I fuppofed, fol¬ 
ks feparate portion. But he joined it to our fare, fat down with us, and made a hearty 
meal. 

O11 the 10th, at eight o’clock in the morning, we weighed anchor, and with a 
fteady gale at fouth-eaft, turned through the channel, between the fmall ifles called 
Makkahaa and Monooafai, it being much wider than the channel between the 1 aft- 
mentioned ifland and Pangimodoo. Finding that we could not get to fea before it 
was dark, I came to an anchor, under the Ihore of Tongataboo," in forty-five fathoms 
water. 

We remained at this ftation till eleven o’clock the next day, when we weighed, and 
plied to the eaftward. But it was ten at night before we weathered the eaft end of 
the ifland, and were enabled to ftretch away for Middleburgh, or Eooa, (as it is 
called by the inhabitants,) where we anchored at eight o’clock the next morning. 

We had no fooner anchored than Taoofa, the chief, and feveral other natives, 
vifited us on board, and feemed to rejoice much at our arrival. This Taoofa knew 
me when I was here during my Iaft voyage; confequently we were not ftrangers to 
each other. In a little time I went aftiore with him, in fearch of frefli water* the 
procuring of which was the chief obje& that brought me to Eooa. I was firft con¬ 
ducted to a brackifii fpring, between low and high water-mark, amongft rocks, in the 
cove where we landed. Finding that we did not like this, our friends took us a little 
way into the ifland ; where, in a deep chafm, we found very good water. But rather 
than undertake the tedious talk of bringing it down to the Ihore, I refolved to reft 
contented with the fupply the Ihips had got at Tongataboo. 

I put dhore, at this ifland, the ram and two ewes, of the Cape of Good Hope 
breed ; intniftmg them to the care of Taoofa, who feemed proud of his charge. 
Eooa, not having as yet got any dogs upon it, feems to be a more proper place than 
Tongataboo for the rearing of Iheep. 

As we lay at anchor, this ifland bore a very different afpect from any we had lately 
feen, and formed a moft beautiful landfcape. 

The 13th, in the afternoon, a party of us made an excurfion to the higheft part of 
the ifland, which was a little to the right of our Ihips, in order to have a full view of 
the country. About half-way up we croffed a deep valley, the bottom and fides of 
which, though compofed of hardly any thing but coral rock, were clothed with trees. 
We were now about two or three hundred feet above the level of the fea, and yet even 
here the coral was perforated into all the holes and inequalities which ufiially diverfify 
the furface of this fubftance within the reach of the tide. 

From the elevation to which we had afcended, we had a full view of the whole 
ifland, except a part of the fouth point. 1 he plains and meadows, of which there 
are here fome of great extent, lie ail on the north-weft fide; and, as they are adorned 
with tufts of trees, intermixed with plantations, they form a very beautiful landfcape, 
in every point of view. While I was furveying this delightful profpeCI, I could not 
help flattering myfelf with the pleafing idea that fome future navigators may, from 
the fame ftation, behold thefe meadows flocked with cattle, brought to thefe iflands 
by the fillips of England; and that the completion of this fingle benevolent pnrpofe, 
independently of all other confiderations, would fufbciently mark to pofterity that our 
voyages had not been ufelefs to the general interefts of humanity. 
voL. xi. 4 t Oniai, 
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Omai, who was a great favourite, was tempted with the offer of being made chief 
of this ifland, if he would have ftaid amongft them; and it is not clear to me, that he 
would not have been glad to flay, if the fcheme had met with my approbation. I 
own I did difapproye of it; but not becaufe I thought that Omai would do better for 
himfelf in his own native ifle. 

On returning from my country expedition, we were informed that a party of the 
natives had, in the circle where our people traded, ftruck one of their own countrymen 
with a club, which laid bare, or, as others faid, fractured his ikull, and then broke 
his thigh with the fame. On my afking the reafon of fo fevere a treatment, we were 
informed, that he had been difcovered in a fituation rather indelicate with a woman 
who was taboo’d. We, however, underflood that (he was no otherwife taboo’d, 
than by belonging to another perfon, and rather fuperior in rank to her gallant. 
From this circumftance we had an opportunity of obferving how thefe people 
treat fuch infidelities. But the female finner has by far the fmaller {hare of punifti- 
ment for her mifdemeanour ; as they told us, that file would only receive a flight 
beating. 

The next morning, I planted a pine-apple, and fowed the feeds of melons, and other 
vegetables in the chief’s plantation. I had fome encouragement indeed to flatter 
myfelf that my endeavours of this kind would not be fruitlefs; for this day there was 
ferved up at my dinner a difli of turnips, being the produce of the feeds 1 had left 
during my laft voyage. 

I had fixed on the 15th for failing, till Taoofa preffed me to flay a day or two lon¬ 
ger, to receive a prefent he had prepared for me. 

Accordingly, the next day, July 16th, I received the chief’s prefent, confifting of 
two fmall heaps of yams and fome fruit, which feemed to be collected by a kind of 
contribution, as at the other ifles. It was intended to have finilhed the day with the 
bomai, or night-dance j but an accident prevented any of us from flaying afliore to 
fee it. One of my people, walking a very little way, was furrounded by twenty or 
thirty of the natives, who knocked him down, and ftripped him of every thing he had 
on his back. On hearing of this, I immediately feized two canoes, and a large hog ; 
and infifted on Taoofa’s caufing the cloaths fo be reftored, and on the offenders being 
delivered up to me. The chief feemed much concerned at what had happened ; and 
forthwith took the neceffary fteps to fatisfy me. It was not long before one of the 
offenders Was delivered up, and a fliirt and a pair of trowfers reftored. 

The next morning, I landed again, having provided myfelf with a prefent for Taoofa, 
in return for what he had given me. The remainder of the cloaths were now 
brought in ; but as they had been tom off the man’s back by pieces, they were not 
worth carrying on board. Taoofa, on receiving my prefent, {hared it with three or 
four other chiefs, keeping only a finall part for himfelf. I remained with them till 
they had finifhed their bowl of kava ; and having then paid for the hog, which I had 
taken the day before, returned on board with Taoofa, and one of Poulaho’s fervants, 
by whom I fent as a parting mark of my efteem and regard for that chief, a piece of 
bar iron, being as valuable a prefent as any I could make. 

Soon after we weighed ; when Taoofa, and a few other natives that were in the 
{hip, left us. On heaving up the anchor, we found that the cable had fuffered con- 
fiderably by the rocks. 

I bus we took leave of the Friendly iflands, after a flay of near three months; 
during which time we lived together in the molt cordial friendfhip. Some accidental 
differences, it is true, now and then happened, owing to their great propenfity to 
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thieving ; but too often encouraged by the negligence of our own people. The time 
employed among ft them was not thrown away. We expended very little of our fea 
provifions; fubfifting In general upon the produce of the ifland while we flayed* and 
carrying away with us a quantity of refrefhments fufficient to hft till our arrival at 
another Ration* where we could depend upon a frefti fupply. I was not ferry, befides, 
to have had an opportunity of bettering the condition of thefe good people* by leaving 
theufeful animals before-mentioned among them; and at the fame time* thofe defigned 
for Otaheite received frefti ftrength in the paftures of Tongataboo. 

Bur befides the immediate advantages which both the natives of the Friendly iflands, 
and ourfdves, received by this vifit* future navigators from Europe, if any fuch ever 
tread our fteps, will profit by the knowledge 1 acquired of the geography of this part 
of the Pacific Ocean; and the more philosophical reader* who loves to view human 
nature in new fituations* and to fpeculate on Angular, but faithful* reprefentations of 
the perfons* the cuftoms* the arts* the religion* the government* and the language 
of uncultivated man* in remote and frefti difcovered quarters of the globe* will perhaps 
find matter of amufenicnt, if not of inftruclion* in the information which I have been 
enabled to convey to him concerning the inhabitants of this Archipelago. I ftiall 
fufpend my narrative of the progrefs of the voyage* while I faithfully relate what I 
had opportunities of collefling on thefe feveral topics. 

We found, by our experience, that the beft articles for traffic at thefe iflands are 
iron tools in general. Axes and hatchets ; nails* from the largeft fpike down to ten- 
penny ones ; rafps, files, and knives, are much fought after. Red cloth* and linen, 
both white and coloured, looking-glalTes and beads are alfo in eftlmation, but of the 
latter, thofe that,are blue, are preferred to all others, and white ones are thought 
the leaft valuable. A firing of large blue beads would at any time purchafe a hog. 
But it muft be obferved, that fuch articles as are merely ornaments, may be highly 
efteemed at one time, and not fo at another. "When we firft arrived at Annamooka, 
the people there would hardly take them in exchange even for fruit; but when Feenou 
came, this great man fet the fafbion, and brought them into vogue, till they rofe in 
their value to what I have juft mentioned. 

In return for the favourite commodities which I have enumerated* all the refrefti- 
ments may be procured that the iflands produce* Thefe are, hogs, fowls* fifh, yams* 
bread-fruit* plantains, cocoa-nuts, fugar-cane* and, in general, every fuch fupply as 
can be met with at Otaheite, or any of the Society iflands. The yarns of the Friendly 
iflands are excellent, and* when grown to perfection, keep very well at fea. But their 
pork, bread-fruit, and plantains, though far from defpicable, are neverthelefs much 
inferior in quality to the fame articles at Otaheite, and its neighbourhood. 

According to the information that we received there* this Archipelago is very 
extendve : above one hundred and fifty iflands were reckoned up to us by the natives* 
who made life of bits of leaves to afcertain their number. 

Feejee, as we were told, lies three days 1 fail from Tongataboo* in the direction of 
north-weft-by-weft. It was defcribed to us as a high but very fruitful ifland * abound¬ 
ing with hogs, dogs* fowls, and all the kinds of fruit and roots that are found in any 
of the others * and as much larger than Tongataboo. Feejee and Tongataboo fre¬ 
quently make war upon each other. The people of Feejee are formidable on account 
cf the dexterity with which they nfe their bows and flings ; but much more fo oil 
account of the favage praflice of eating their enemies whom they kill in battle. 

Now that I am again led to fpeak of cannibals, let me afk thofe who maintain that 
the want of food firft brings men to feed on human flefh, what is it that induceth 
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the Feejee people to this practice in the midft of plenty ? It is detefted very much 
by thofe of Tongataboo, who cultivate the friendfhip of their lavage neighbours of 
Feejee, apparently out of fear ; though they fometinies venture to fkirmifli with them, 
on their own ground, and carry oft red feathers, as their ^ booty, which are in great 
plenty there, and, as has been frequently mentioned, are in great eftimation among ft 
our Friendly iflanders. It appeared to me, that the Feejee men, whom we now faw, 
were much refpefted here j they feein to excel the inhabitants of longataboo in in¬ 
genuity, if we might judge from feveral fpecimens of their fkill in workmanfhip which 
we faw; fuch as clubs and fpe^rs, which were carved in a mafterly manner \ cloth 
beautifully chequered \ variegated mats j earthen pots \ and fonie oi.her ai deles j all 
which had a caft of fuperiorky in the execution, ^ T 

I have mentioned that Feejee lies three days 5 fail from Tongataboo, becaufe tnefe 
people have no other method of meafuring the diftance from ifland to ifland, but by 
exprefling the time required to make the voyage in one of their canoes* In order to 
afcertain"this with forne precifion, or at leaft to form feme judgment how far thefe 
canoes can fail in a moderate gale in any given time, I went on board one or them, 
when under fail, and by feveral trials with the log, found that (he went feven knots, 
or miles in an hour, clofed hauled, in a gentle gale. From this I judge that they 
will fail, on a medium, with fuch breezes as generally blow in their Teas, about feven 
or eight miles in an hour. 

In our inquiries we found poor Omai very deficient as an interpreter ; ior unlels 
the object or thing we wanted to inquire about was actually before us, it was difficult 
to gain a tolerable knowledge of it j for having no curiofity, he never gave himfelf 
the trouble to make remarks for himfelf \ and when he was difpofed to explain matters 
to us, his ideas appeared to be fo limited, and perhaps fa different from ours, that his 
accounts were often fo confufed as to perplex, inftead of inftru£Hng us. Add to 
this, that it was very rare that we found amongft the natives, a perfon who united the 
ability and the inclination to give us the information we wanted. Under thefe cl if* 
advantages, it is not furprifing that we Ihould not be able to bring away with us 
fatisfaftory accounts of many things; but fonie of us endeavoured to remedy thofe 
difadvantages by diligent observation ; and I am indebted to Mr. Anderfon for a con- 
fiderable fhare of what follows. 

The natives of the Friendly iflands feldom exceed the common ftature (though we 
have meafured feme who were above fix feet), but are very flrong and well made \ 
efpecially as to their limbs. They are generally broad about the fhouldersj arid 
though the mufcular difpofition of the men, which feems a confequence of much 
action, rather conveys the appearance of ftrengtti Elian of beauty, there are feveral to 
be feen who are really handfome. 

We met with hundreds of truly European faces, and many genuine Roman nofes 
amongft them. Their eyes and teeth are good ; but the laft neither fo remarkably 
white, nor fo well fet as is often found amongft Indian nations* 

The women are not fo much diftinguifhed from the men by their features as by 
their general form, which is for the moil part deftitute of that ltrong flefliy firmiiefs 
that appears in the latter- Though the features of fome are fo delicate, as not only 
to be a true index of their fex, but to lay claim to a confiderable fhare of beauty and 
exprefiion, for the bodies and limbs of moft of the females are well proportioned j and 
fome abfolutely perfe£t models of a beautiful figure. But the moft remarkable dif- 
tin&ion in the women, is the uncommon fmallnefs and delicacy of their fingers, which 
may be put in competition with the fineft in Europe* 
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The general colour is a call deeper than the copper brown ; but feveral of the men 
and women have a true olive complexion; and feme of the laft are even a great 
deal fairer. Wefaw a man and boy at Hapaee, and a child at Annamooka, perfectly 
white. Such have been found amongft all black nations ; but I apprehend that their 
colour is rather a difeafe than a natural phenomenon. 

There are, upon the whole, few natural defeds or deformities to be found amongft 
them. The raoft common of which is the tetter, or ring-worm, that feems to aft'e£t 
almoft one half of them, and leaves whitifli ferpentine marks every where behind it; 
but this is of lefs confequence than another which is very frequent, and appears on 
every part of the body. I had the mortification to learn that all the care I took, 
when I firft vifited thefe illands, to prevent the venereal difeafe from being communi¬ 
cated to the inhabitants, had proved ineffectual. What is extraordinary, they do 
not feem to regard it much ; and as vve faw few figns of its deftroying effects, pro¬ 
bably the climate, and the way of living of thefe people, greatly abate its virulence. 
There are two other complaints frequent amongft them; one of which is an indolent 
firm fwelling, that affefts the legs and arms, and increafes them to an extraordinary fize 
in their whole length. The other is a tumour of the fame fort, in the refticies, 
which fometimes exceeds the fize of the two lifts. But in other refpects they may 
be confidered as uncommonly healthy ; not a fingle perfon having been feen, during 
our flay, confined to the houfe by ftcknefs of any kind. On the contrary, their 
flrength and activity are every way aniwerable to their mufcular appearance ; and they 
exert both, in their ufual employment and in their diverfions, in fuch a manner, that 
there can be no doubt of their being, as yet, little debilitated by the numerous difeafes 
that are the confequence of indolence, and an unnatural method of life. 

The graceful air and firm ftep with which thefe people walk, are not the leaft 
obvious proofs of their perfonal accomplifliments. 

Their countenances very remarkably exprefs the abundant mildnefs, or good¬ 
nature, which they poffefs; and are entirely Free from that favage keennefs which marks 
nations in a barbarous ftate. They are frank, cheerful, and good-humoured, though 
fometimes, in the prefence of their chiefs, they put on a degree of gravity, and fuch a 
ferious air as becomes ftiff and awkward, and has an appearance of referve, 

Iheir peaceable difpofition is fufficiemly evinced from the friendly reception all 
ftrangers have met with who have vifited them. Inftead of offering to attack them 
openly or clandeftinely, as has been the cafe with moft of the inhabitants of thefe 
teas, they have never appeared in the fmalleft degree hoftile; but on the contrary, like 
the molt civilized people, have courted an intercourfe with their vifitors bv bartering- 
which is the only medium that unites all nations in a fort of friendfhip. J Upon the 
whole, they feem poflefled of many of the moll excellent qualities that adorn the hu¬ 
man mind; fuch as mduftry, ingenuity, perfevcrance, affability, and perhaps other 
virtues which our Ihort ftay with them might prevent our obfervin^. 

X he only defeft fullying their character, that we know of, is a propenfity to thievino- - 
to which we found thofe of all ages, and both fexes, addicted, and to an uncommon 
degree. Great- allowances fliould be made for the foibles of thefe poor natives of 
the 1 acme Ocean, whole minds we overpowered with the glare of objects, ecruallv 
new to them as they were captivating. The thefts fo frequently committed by the 
natives, of what we had brought along with us, may be faid to arife folely from an 
mtenfe cunofity ordefire to poffefs fomething which they had not been accuftomed to 
before, and belonging to a fort of people fo different from themfelves. That I have 
itnigned the true motive for their propenfity to this pra&ice, appears from their ftealing 
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every thing indifcriminately at firft fight, before they could have the lead conception 
of converting their prize to any one ufeful purpofe. Upon the whole, the pilfering 
difpofition of thefe inlanders, though certainly difagreeable and troublefome to ft rangers, 
was the means of affording us fome information as to the quicknefs of their intellects. 
Their fmall thefts were committed with much dexterity ; and thofe of greater con- 
fequence upon a plan fuited to the importance of the objects. 

Their hair is in general ftraight, thick, and ftrong; though a few have it bulhy or 
frizzled. The natural colour, I believe, almoft without exception, is black ; but the 
greateft part of the men, and fome of the women, have it ftained of a brown or purple 
colour, and a few of an orange call. 

When I firft vilited thefe iflands, I thought it had been an univerfal cuftom for both 
men and women to wear the hair fhort; but during our prefent longer flay we faw a 
great many exceptions. Some have it cut off on one fide of the head only; others 
have it entirely cut off, except a fingle lock; the women in general wear it fliort. 
The men have their beards cut fliort; and both men and women ftrip the hair from 
the arm-pits. The men are ftained from about the middle of the belly to about half 
way down the thighs, with a deep blue colour. The women have only a few fmall 
lines or fpots, thus imprinted, on the infide of their hands. Their Kings, as a mark of 
diflinflion, are exempted from this cuftom. 

The men are all circumcifed, or rather fupercifed, as the operation confifts in cutting 
off only a fmall piece of the forefkin at the upper part; which, by that means, is rendered 
incapable ever after of covering the glans. This is all they aim at, as they fay the 
operation is practifed from a notion of cleanlinefs. 

The drefs of both men and women is the fame; and confifts of a piece of cloth or 
matting (but moftly the former), about two yards wide, and two and a half long; at 
leaft fo long as to go once and a half round the waift, to which it is confined by a 
girdle or cord. It is double before, and hangs down like a petticoat, as low as the 
middle of the leg. The upper part of the garment above the girdle is platted into 
feveral folds, fo that, when unfolded, there is cloth fufficient to draw up and wrap 
round the fhouklers, which is very feldom done. The inferior fort are fatisfied with 
fmall pieces; and very often wear nothing but a covering made of leaves of plants, or 
the maro, which is a narrow piece of cloth, or matting, like a fafh. This they pafs 
between the thighs and wrap round the waift; but the ufe of it is chiefly confined to 
the men. 

The ornaments worn by both fexes are necklaces, made^of the fruit of the pandanus, 
and various fweet fmelling flowers, which go under the general name of kahulla. 
Others are compofed of fmall {hells, the wing and leg bones of birds, fhark’s teeth, 
and other things ; all which hang loofe upon the breaft; rings of tortoife-fhell on the 
fingers; and a number of thefe joined together as bracelets on the wrift. 

The lobes of the ears (though moft frequently, only one) are fometimes perforated 
with two holes, in which they wear cylindrical bits of ivory about three inches long. 

Cleanlinefs induces them to bathe in the ponds, which feem to ferve for no other 
purpofe. They are fenfible that fait water hurts their Ikin, and when neceffity obliges 
them to bathe in the fea, they commonly have fome cocoa-nut {hells, filled with frefh 
water, poured over them, to wafh it off. People of fuperior rank ufe cocoa-nut oil, 
which improves the appearance of the fkin very much. 

The employment of the women is of the eafy kind, and, for the moft part, fuch as 
may be executed in the houfe. The manufacturing their cloth is wholly configned to 
their care. Having already deferibed the procefs, I fhall only add that they have this 
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cloth of different degrees of finenefs. Of the better fort they have fome that is ftriped 
and chequered, and of other patterns differently coloured- But how thefe colours are 
laid on, I cannot fay, as I never faw any of this fort made. It will refill water for 
fome time j but that which has the ftrongelt glaze will refill longeft. 

The manufacture next in confequence, and alfo within the department of the women, 
is that of their mats, which excel every thing I have feen at any other placa, both as to 
their texture and their beauty. There are many other articles of Iefs note, that employ 
the fpare time of their females; as combs, of which they make vail numbers; and little 
balkets with fmall beads; but all fmilhed with fuch neatnefs and talle in the dif- 
pofuion of the various parts, that a Granger cannot help admiring their affiduity and 
dexterity. 

The province allotted to the men, as might be expected, is far more laborious and 
extenfive than that of the women. Agriculture, architecture, boat-building, filbing, 
and other things that relate to navigation, are the objects of their care. Cultivated 
roots and fruits being their principal fupport, this requires their confiant attention to 
agriculture, which they purfue very diligently, and feem to have brought almofl to as 
great perfection as circumftances will permit. In planting the plantains and yams, they 
obferve fo much exactness, that, whrch-ever way you look, the rows prefent themfelves 
regular and complete. 

The cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees are fcattered about without any order, and 
feem to give them no trouble after they have attained a certain height. 

It is remarkable, that thefe people, who in many things difplay much tafte and 
ingenuity, fhould fliew little of either in building their houfes. Thofe of the lower 
people are poor huts, and very fmall; thofe of the better fort are larger and more com¬ 
fortable. The dimenfions of one of a middling fize, are about thirty feet long, twenty 
broad, and twelve high. Their houfe is, properly fpeaking, a thatched roof or Jhed, 
fupported by polls and rafters, difpofed in a very judicious manner. The floor is raffed 
with earth, lmoothed, and covered with llrong, thick matting, and kept very clean. 
A thick llrong mat, about two and one half, or three feet broad, bent into the form of 
a femicircle, and fet upon its edge, with the ends touching the fide of the houfe, in 
lhape refembling the fender of a fire-hearth, inclofes a fpace for the mailer and 
miftrefs of the family to lleep in. The reft of the family ileep upon the floor, wherever 
they pleafe to lie down j the unmarried men and women apart from each other. Or 
if the family be large, there are fmall huts adjoining, to which the fervants retire in the 
night; fo that privacy is as much obferved here, as one could expeclt. The cloath3 
that they wear in the day, ferve for their covering in the night. Their whole furniture 
confifts of a bowl or two, in which they make lcava; a few gourds; cocoa-imt-Ihells j, 
and fome final! wooden llools, which ferve them for pillows. 

They make amends for the defects of their houfes by their great attention to and 
dexterity in naval architecture, if I may be allowed to give it that name: but I refer to 
the narrative of my laft voyage for an account of their canoes and their manner of 
building and navigating them. 

The only tools which they ufe to conftruCt their boats, which are very dexteroufly 
made, are hatchets, or rather thick adzes, of a fmooth black Hone that abounds at 
Toofoa; augres made of lhark’s teeth, fixed on fmall handles, and rafps of a rough; 
Ikin of a filh, fallened on flat pieces of wood, thinner on one fide, which alfo have 
handles. 

The cordage is made from the fibres of the cocoa-nut hulk, which, though not more 
than nine or ten inches long, they plait, about the fize of a quill, or lefs, to any length. 
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that they pleafe, and roll it up in balls, from which the larger ropes are made by 
twifting feveral of thefe together. The lines that they fifli with, are as Itrong and 
. even as the bell cord we make, refembling it almoft in every i-efpect. Their other 
filhing implements are large and fmall hooks made of pearl-Ihell. 

Their weapons are clubs of different forts (in the ornamenting of which they fpend 
much time), fpears, and darts. They have alfo bows and arrows; but thefe Teemed to be 
defigned only for amufement, fuch as Ihooting at birds, and not for military purpofes. 
The ftools are about two feet long, but only four or five inches, high, and near four 
broad, bending downward in the middle, with four ftrong legs, and circular feet; the 
whole made of one piece of black or brown wood, neatly poliffied, and fometimes 
inlaid with bits of ivory. 

Yams, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, compofe the greateft part of their vegetable diet. 
Of their animal food, the chief articles are hogs, fowls, fifli, and all forts of fliell-fifii; 
but the lower people eat rats. The two firft: vegetable articles, with bread-fruit, are 
what may be called the bafis of their food, at different times of the year, with fifh and 
fhell-fifh ; for hogs, fowls, and turtle, feem only to be occafional dainties, referved for 
their chiefs. 

Their food is, generally, dreffed by baking, and they have the art of making, from 
different kinds of fruit, feveral diflies which molt of us efteemed very good. The 
generality of them lay their victuals upon the firft leaf they meet with, however dirty 
it may be; but when food is l'erved up to the chiefs, it is commonly laid upon green 
plantain leaves. The women are not excluded from eating with the men; but there 
are certain ranks or orders among ft them that can neither eat nor drink together. This 
diftin&ion begins with the King; but where it ends I cannot fay. 

They feem to have no fet time for meals. They go to bed as foon as it is dark, and 
rife with the dawn in the monling. 

Their private diverfions are chiefly fmging, dancing, and mufic, performed by the 
women. The dancing of the men has a thoufand different motions with the hands 
to which we are entire Grangers.; and they are performed with an eafe and grace 
which are not to be defcribed but by thofe who have feen them. 

Whether their marriages be made lading by any kind of folemn contract, we could 
not determine with precifion; but it is certain that the bulk of the people fatisfied 
themfelves with one wife. The chiefs, however, have commonly feveral women; 
though fome of us were of opinion that there was only one that was looked upon as the 
miftrefs of the family. 

As female chaftity, at firft fight, feemed to be held in no great eftimation, we 
expected to have found frequent breaches of their conjugal fidelity ; but we did them 
great injuflice. I do not know that a fingle inftance happened during our whole ftay. 
Neither are thofe of the better fort that are unmarried, more free of their favours. 
It is true, there was no want of thofe of a different character: but they appeared to be 
of the lowed clafs, and fuch of them as permitted familiarities to our people, were 
proftitutes by profeflion. 

Nothing can be a greater proof of the humanity of thefe people than the concern 
they lhew for the dead. To uie a common expreffion, their mourning is not in words 
but deeds. They beat their teeth with ftones, flrike a fhark’s tooth into the head 
until the blood flows in dreams, and thruft fpears into the inner part of the thigh, 
into their fides below the arm-pits, and through the cheeks into the mouth. All 
thefe operations convey an idea of fuch rigorous difcipline, as muft require either an 
uncommon degree of affe&ion, or the groffeft fuperftition to exaft. It ffiould be 
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obTerved, however, that the more painful operations are only practifed on account of 
the death of thole molt nearly connected. The common people are interred in no 
particular fpot. 

Their long and general mourning proves that they confider death as a very great 
evil. And this is confirmed by a very odd cuftom which they praftife to avert it. They 
fuppofe that the Deity will accept of the little finger, as a fort of facrifice efficacious 
enough to procure the recovery of their health. They cut it off with one of their 
(tone hatchets. There was fcarcely one in ten of them whom we did not find thus 
mutilated, in one or both hands; which has a difagreeable effect, efpecially as they 
fometimes cut fo clofe that they encroach upon the bone of the hand which joins to 
the amputated finger *. 

They feem to have little conception of future punifhment. They believe however 
that they are juftly punifhed upon earth; and confequently ufe every method 
to render their divinities propitious. The fupreme author of moft things they call 
Kollafootonga; who they fay is a female, refiding in the (ky, and directing the 
thunder, wind, rain, and in general all the changes of weather. They believe that 
when {he is angry with them, the productions of the earth are blafted; that many 
things are deftroyed by lightning; and that they theinfelves are afflicted with ficknefe 
and death as well as their hogs and other animals. 

When this anger abates, they fuppofe that every thing is reftored to its natural order. 
They alfo admit a plurality of deities, though all inferior to Kollafootonga. Amongft 
them they mention Toofooaboolootoo, god of the clouds and fog; Talleteboo and 
fome others refiding in the heavens. The firft in rank and power, who has the go¬ 
vernment of the fea and its productions, is called Futtafaihe, who they fay is a male, 
and has for his wife Fykava Kajeea. But their notions of the power, and other attri¬ 
butes of thefe beings, are fo very abfurd, that they fuppofe they have no farther con¬ 
cern with them after death. 

They have, however, very proper fentiments about the immateriality and the im¬ 
mortality of the foul. They call it life, the living principle, or, what is more agree¬ 
able to their notions of it, an Otooa; that is, a divinity, or invifible being. 

Of the nature of their government, we know no more than the general outline. 
Some of them told us, that the power of the King is unlimited, and that the life and 
property of the fubject are at his difpofal; and we faw inftances enough to prove that 
the lower order of people have no property, nor fafety for their perlons, but at the 
will of the chiefs to whom they refpeCtively belong. 

When any one wants to fpeak with the King, or chief, he advances and fits down 
before him with his legs acrofs ; which is a pofture to which they are fo much accuf- 
tomed, that any other mode of fitting is difagreeable to them f. 

To fpeak to the King Handing, would be accounted here as a ftriking mark of 
rudenefs. 

Though fome of the more potent chiefs may vie with the King in point of aCtual 
pofleffions. they fall very fhort in rank and in certain remarks of refpeCt, which the 
collective body have agreed to pay the monarch. It is a particular privilege annexed 
to his fovereignty, not to be punctured nor circumcifed as all his fubjects are. When- 

* It may not be improper to mention here, on the authority of Captain King, that it is common for 
the interior people to cut off a joint of their little finger, 011 account of the ficknefs of the chiefs to 
whom they belong, 

t This is peculiar to the men, the women always fitting with both legs thrown a little on one fide We 
owe thi 6 remark to Captam King. 
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ever he walks out, every one whom he meets moll fit down till he has palled. No 
one is allowed to be over his head ; on the contrary, all mu ft come under his feet; for 
there cannot be a greater outward mark of fubmiffion, than that which is paid to the 
fovereign, and other great people of thefe iHands, by their inferiors. The method is 
this ; the perfon who is to pay obeifance, fquats down before the chief, and bows the 
head to the foie of his foot; which, when he fits, is fo placed that it cannot eauly 
be come at; and having tapped or touched it with the under and upper fide of the 
fingers of both hands, he riles up, and retires, lhe hands after this application of 
them to the chief’s feet, are in fome cafes rendered ufelefs for a time; for until they 
be wafhed they muft not touch any kind of food. When the hands are in this Hate, 
they call it Taboo Rema. Taboo, in general, fignifies forbidden, and Rema is their 
word for hand. 

Taboo, as 1 have before obfefved, is a word of an extenfive fignification. Human 
facrifices are called Tangata taboo and when any thing is forbidden to be eat, or made 
ufe of, they fay that is Taboo. 

The language of the Friendly Iflands has the greateft affinity imaginable to that of 
New Zea!and,' of Wateeoo, and Mangeea; and confequently to that of Otaheite, and 
the Society Iflands. 

Having now concluded my remarks on thefe iflands and people, I lhall take my 
leave of them. 

* # * The voyage to the north-weft coaft of America belongs to another divifion of 
this work. 


PART III. 

Captain King’s Journal of the Tranfactions on returning to the Sandwich Iflands , together 
with a minute Account of Captain Cook’s Death , from January 1779 to March 
following . 

KARAKAICOOA Bay is fituated on the weft fide of the iiland of Owhyhee, in a 
diftrift called Akona. . It is about a mile in depth, and bounded by two low points 
of land at the diftance of half a league, and bearing fouth-fouth-eaft north-north-weft 
from each other. On the north point, which is flat and barren, ftands the village of 
Kowrowa; and in the bottom of the bay, near a grove of tall cocoa-nut trees, there 
is another village of a more confiderable fize, called Kakooa. This bay appearing to 
Captain Cook a proper place to refit the fhips, and lay in an additional fupply of water 
and provilions, we moored on the north fide. 

As foon as the inhabitants perceived our intention of anchoring in the bay, they 
came off from the fhore in aftonifhing numbers, and expreffed their joy by finging 
and fliouring, and exhibiting a variety of wild and extravagant geftures. The fides, 
the decks, and rigging of both fhips were foon completely covered with them; and 
a multitude of women and boys, who had not been able to get canoes, came fwimming 
round us in Ihoals ; many of whom, not finding rootn on board, remained the whole 
day playing in the-water. 

Among the chiefs that came on board the Refolution, was a young man called Pareea, 
whom we foon perceived to be a perfon of great authority. On prefenting himfelf to 
Captain Cook, he told him that he was Jakanee * to the King of the illaiid, who was 

* We afterward met with fevcral others of the fame denomination j but whether it be an office, or 
fame degree of affinity, we could never learn with certainty. 
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at tihat time engaged on a military expedition at Mowee, and was expefted to return 
within three or four days. A few prefents from Captain Cook attached him entirely 
to our mterefts, and he became exceedingly ufeful to us in the management of his 
countrymen, as we had foon occafion to experience: for we had not been Ion? at 
anchor, when it was obferved that the Difcovery had fuch a number of people hanging 
on one fide, as occafioned her to heel confiderably ; and that the men were unable to 
keep oil the crowds which continued prefling into her. Captain Cook, being appre- 
henfive that fhe might fuffer foae injury, pointed out the danger to Pareea, "who'im¬ 
mediately went to their afliftance, cleared the fhip of its incumbrances, and drove 
away the canoes that fiirrounded her. 

Xhe authority of the chiefs over the inferior people appeared from this incident, to 
board Iho R^n d t efp0tlC i^V A fin ? lkr mftance of K happened the fame day on 

nXof ho flfin “ ° n ’ Wh T,- he / r °t d bdng f ° gre3t as 40 im P ede the nece ^ ar y bulk 
ofr Pj r T !T e r? bll ^ d f ° have recourfe to the of Kaneena, another 

of their chiefs, who had likewife attached himfelf to Captain Cook. The inconvenient 

we laboured under being made known, he immediately ordered his countrymen to quit 

a moments hefitationall, except one man, who loitered behind, and fliewing 
m^umltagpcfc t0 ° bey ’ Kaneena toofc hiin U P in his ara»» and threw him into 

Both thefe chiefs were men of ftrong and well proportioned bodies, and of coun- 

efpecially, was one of the fine/l men I ever 

’. h -l - b fix f f £ kglb had regular and expreffive features, with lively dark 
eyes; his carnage was eafy, firm, and graceful. y 

J^ h r tS ha , d h : the r° behaved with great fairnefsand honefty, but we now 
- the cafe exceedingly altered. Ihe immenfe crowd of iflanders, which blocked 
U P evej y P an of t le ftiph not only afforded frequent opportunity of pilfering without 
rflk of difcovery, but our inferiority in number held forth a profped of efcaping with 
impunity m cafe of deteflion. Another circumftance, to which we attributed th£ 
‘ uall ° n 111 tbeu behaviour, was the prefence and encouragement of their chiefs ; for 
genera y tracing the booty into the pofieflion of fome men of confequence, we had 

infiigaiio'm C reUfun l ° fuf P e£t that tbefe depredations were committed at their 

Soon alter the Refolution had got into her ftation, our two friends, Pareea and 
Kaneena, brought on board a third chief, named Koah, who, we were told was a nrieft 

fore , and red ’ 3,111 his bod T covered with a 
te Itpious feint, tne effeds of an immoderate ufe of the Ava. Being led into the 

Tpiece of rKoth S "k 1,11,1 (houldera 

P^ , , ciot 7 whlc J be had brought along with him.’ Then ftepping a few 

paces back he made an offering of a final! pig, which he held in his hand whilff hi 
pronounced a difconrfe that laftld for a conftdmble time, “hi ceremon’y wf fre 

SSS&STSi^ T & “ °^ h “> and a PI«red to us, frooi Lny cirl 
SSdrfrf’nt? b - .l f ° r f ° f rel, S lous Oration. Their idols we found always arrayed 

iTtheir uS’oT. t!le fam 1 mannOT as was done to Captain Cook; and l f, nailpig 
as their ufual offering to the Eatooas. Their fpeeches, or prayers, were littered too 

Wi When^hh c and V ° b,i ‘ ty that indicated them to be according to fome formularly. 
U hen this ceremony was over, koah dined with Captain Cook, eating plentifully 

of what was fet before him ; but, like the refl of the inhabitants of the i^nds b S 
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Teas, could fcarcely be prevailed on to tafte a fecond rime our wine or fpirits. In the 
evening Captain Cook, attended by Mr. Bayly and myfelf, accompanied him on fliore. 
We landed at the beach, and were received by four men who carried wands tipt with 
dog's hair, and marched before us, pronouncing with a loud voice a fhort fentence, 
in which we could only diftinguifh the word Orono.* The crowd which had been 
colle&ed on the fliore, retired at our approach; and not a perfon was to be feen, ex¬ 
cept a few lying proftrate on the ground, near the huts of the adjoining village. 

Before I proceed to relate the adoration that was paid to Captain Cook, and the 
peculiar ceremonies with which he was received on this fatal ifland, it will be neceffary 
to defcribe a Morai, or burying-place, fituated at the fouth fide of the beach at Kakooa. 
It was a fquare folid pile of ftones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and fourteen 
in height. The top was flat and well paved, and furrounded by a wooden rail, on 
which were fixed the fkulls of the captives facrificed on the death of their chiefs. In 
the centre of the area, flood a ruinous old building of wood, connected with the rail on 
each fide, by a ftone wall, which divided the whole fpace into two parts. On the fide 
next the country were five poles, upward of twenty feet high, fupporting an irregular 
kind of fcaffold ; on the oppofite fide, toward the fea, flood two fmall houfes, with a 
covered communication. 

We were condu&ed by Koah to the top of this pile by an eafy afce’nt, leading from 
the beach to the north-wefl corner of the area. At the entrance we faw two large 
wooden images, with features violently diftorted, and a long piece of carved wood, of 
a conical form inverted, rifing from the top of their heads j the reft was without form, 
and wrapped round with red cloth. We were here met by a tall young man with a 
long beard, who prefented Captain Cook to the images j and, after chanting a kind of 
hymn, in which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end of the Morai where 
the five poles were fixed. At the foot of them were twelve images ranged in a femi- 
circular form, and before the middle figure flood a high (land or table, on which lay a 
putrid hog, and under it pieces of fugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, and 
fweet potatoes. Koah having placed the captain under this ftand, took down the hog, 
and held it toward him; and after having a fecond rime addreffed him in a long 
fpeech, pronounced with much vehemence and rapidity, he let it fall on the ground, 
and led him to the fcaffolding, which they began to climb together, not without great 
rifk of falling. At this time we faw, coming in folemn proceffion, at the entrance of 
the top of the Morai, ten men carrying a live hog, and a large piece of red cloth. 
Being advanced a few paces, they flopped, and proftrated themfelves; and Kaireekea, 
the young man above-mentioned, went to them, and receiving the cloth, carried it to 
Koah, who wrapped it rpund the captain, and afterward offered him the hog, which 
was brought by Kaireekeea with the fame ceremony. 

Whilft Captain Cook was aloft, in this awkward fituarion, fwathed round with red 
cloth, and with difficulty keeping his hold amongft the pieces of rotten fcaffolding, 
Kaireekea and Koah began their office, chanting fometimes in concert, and fometimes 
alternately. This lafted a confiderable rime ; at length Koah let the hog drop, when 
he and the captain defeended together. He then led him to the images before men¬ 
tioned, and having faid fomething to each in a fheering tone, fnapped his fingers at 
them as he paffed, he brought him to that in the centre, which, from its being covered 

* Captain Cook generally went by this name amongft the natives of Owhyhce ; but we could never 
learn its precife meaning. Sometimes they applied it to an invisible being, who they faid lived in the hea¬ 
vens. We alio found that it was a title belonging to a perfonage of great rank and power in the ifland, 
whp referable* pretty much the Dtlai Lama of the Tartars, and the ecclefiaftical Emperor of Japan. 

with 
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with rod cloth, appeared to be in greater eftimation than the reft. Before this figure 
he proftrated himfelf, and kiffed it; defiring Captain Cook to do the iame; who fuf- 
fered himfelf to be directed by Koah throughout the whole of this ceremony. We 
were now led back into the other divifion ot the Morai, where there was a fpace ten 
or twelve feet fquare, funk about three feet below the level ot the area. Into this we 
defcended, and Captain Cook was feated between two wooden idols, Koah fupporting 
one of his arms, whilft I was defired to fupport the other. At this time arrived a 
fecond proceflkm of natives, carrying a baked hog, and a pudding, feme bread-fruit, 
cocoa-nuts, and other vegetables. When they approached us, Kaireekeea put himfelf 
at their head, and prefenting the pig to Captain Cook in the ufual manner, began the 
fame kind of chant as before, his companions making regular refponfes. We oblerved 
that after every refponfe their parts became gradually fhorter, till, towards the clofe, 
Kaireekeea’s confifted of only two or three words, which the reft, anfwered by the 
word Orono, 

When this offering was concluded, which lafted a quarter of an hour, the natives fat 
down fronting us, and began to cut up the baked hog, to peel the vegetables, and 
break the cocoa-nuts j whilft others employed themfelves in brewing the ava; which 
is done by chewing it in the fame manner as at the Friendly Iflands. Kaireekeea then 
took part of the kernel of a cocoa-nut, which he chewed, and wrapped it in a piece 
of cloth, rubbed with it the captain’s face, head, hands, arms, and fhoulders. The 
ava was then handed round, and after we had tafted it, Koah and Pareea began to pull 
the fiefh of the hog in pieces, and to put it into our mouths. I had no great objection 
to be fed by Pareea, who was very cleanly in his perfon; but Captain Cook, who was 
ferved by Koah, recollecting the putrid hog, could not fwallow a morfel j and his 
reluctance, as may be fuppofed, was not diminifhed, when the old man, according to 
his own mode of civility, had chewed it for him. 

When this laft ceremony was finifhed, which Captain Cook put an end to as foon aa 
he decently could, we quitted the Morai, after diftributing amongft the people fome 
pieces of iron and other trifles, with which they feemed - highly gratified^ The men- 
with wands conducted us to the boats, repeating the fame words as before. The 
people again retired, and the few that remained, proftrated themfelves as we paffed 
along the fliore. We immediately went on board, our minds full of what we had- 
feen, and extremely well fatisfied with the good difpofitions of our new friends.- The 
meaning of the various ceremonies, with which we had been received, and which, on 
account of their novelty and Angularity, have been related at length, can only be the 
fubjeCt of conjectures, and thole uncertain and partial:, they were, however, without 
doubt, expreflive of high refpeCt on the part of the natives; and,, as far as related to 
the perfon of Captain Cook, they feemed approaching to adoration. 

The nelct morning, I went on (hare with a guard of eight marines, including the 
corporal and lieutenant, having orders to ereCt the obfervatory in fuch a fituation as 
might belt enable me to fnperintend and proteCt the waterers, and the other working 
parties that were to be on fliore. As we were viewing a fpot conveniently fituated for 
this purpofe in the middle of the village, Pareea, who was always ready to (hew both 
his power and his good-will, offered to pull down fome houfts that would have ob- 
ftruded our obfervations. However, we thought it proper to decline this offer, and 
fixed on a field of fweet potatoes adjoining to the Morai, which was readily granted us; 
and the priefts, to prevent the intrufion of the natives, immediately consecrated the 
place, by fixing their wands round the wall by which it was inclofed, 
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No canoes ever prefumed to land near us; the natives fat on the wall, but none 
offered to come within the tabooed lpace, till they had obtained our permiflion. But 
though the men, at our requeft, would come acrofs the field with provifions, yet not 
all our endeavours could prevail on the women to approach us. Pvefents were tried, 
but without effedt; Pareea and Koah were tempted to bring them, but in vain; -we 
were invariably anfwered, that the Eatooa and Terreeoboo (which was the name of 
their king) would kill them. This circumftance afforded no final! matter of amufe- 
ment to our friends on board, where the crowds of people, and particularly of women, 
that continued to flock thither, obliged them almolt every hour to clear the veflel, in 
order to have room to do the neceffary duties of the fhip. On thefe occafions, two 
or three hundred women were frequently made to jump into the water at once, 
where they continued- fwimming and playing about, till they again could procure 
admittance. 

From the igth to the 24th, when Pareea and Koah left us to attend Terreeoboo, 
who had landed on fome orher part of the ifland, nothing very material happened 
on board. The caulkers were fet to work on the fides of the fliips, and the rigging 
was carefully overhauled and repaired.' The faking of hogs for fea-ftore was all'o a 
conftant, and one of the principal objefts of Captain Cook’s attention. 

We had not been long fettled at the obfervatory, before we difeovered, in our neigh¬ 
bourhood, the habitations of a fociety of priefts, whofe regular attendance at the Morai 
had excited our curiofity. Their huts flood round a pond of water, and were fur- 
rounded by a grove of cocoa-nut trees, which feparated them from the beach and the 
reft of the village, and gave the place an air of religious retirement. On my ac¬ 
quainting Captain Cook with thefe eircumftances, he refolved to pay them a vifit; and, 
as he expedited, was received in the fame manner as before. 

On his arrival at the beach, he was condutted to a facred building called Harre-no- 
Orono, or the houfe of Orono, and feared before the entrance, at the foot of a wooden 
idol, of the fame kind with thofe on the Morai. I was here again made to fupport 
one of his arms, and after wrapping him in red cloth, Kaireekeea, accompanied 
by twelve priefts, made an offering of a pig with the nfual folenmities. The pig was 
then ftrangled, and a fire being kindled, it was thrown into the embers, and after the 
hair was finged off, it was again prefented with a repetition of the chanting, in the 
manner before deferibed. The dead pig was then held for a fhort time under the 
captain’s nofe, after which it was laid with a cocoa-nut at his feet, and the performers 
fat down. The ava was then brewed, and handed round; a fat hog ready drelied was 
brought in, and we were fed as before. 

During the reft of the time we remained in the bay, whenever Captain Cook came 
on ftiore he was attended by one of thefe priefts, who went before him, giving notice 
that the Orono had landed, and ordered the people to proftrate themfelves. ‘The fame 
perfon alfo conftantly accompanied him on the water, ftanding in the bow of the boat, 
with a wand in his hand, and giving notice of his approach to the natives, who were 
m canoes, on which they immediately left off paddling, and lay down on their faces 
till he had paffed. Whenever he flopped at the obfervatory, Kaireekeea and his 
brethren immediately made their appearance with hogs, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &c. 
and prefented them with the ufual folemnities. It was on thefe occafions that fome of 
the inferior chiefs frequently requefted to be permitted to make an offering to the 
Orono. When this was granted, they prefented the hog themfelves, generally with 
evident marks of fear in their countenances, whilft Kaireekeea and the priefts chanted 
their accuftomed hymns. 
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The civilities of this fociety were not, however, confined to mere ceremony and 
parade. Our party on fhore received from them, every day, a conftant iupply of hogs 
and vegetables, more than fufficient for our fnbfiftence; and feveral canoes loaded with 
provifions were fent to the fhips with the fame pun£luality._ No return was ever de¬ 
manded, or even hinted at in the moil diftant manner. Their prefects were made with 
a regularity more like the difcharge of a religious duty, than the effeft of mere libe¬ 
rality ; and when we enquired at whofe charge all this munificence was difplayed, we 
were told it was at the expence of a great man called Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, 
and grandfather to Kaireekeea, who was at that time abient attending the King of the 
ifland. 

As every thing relating to the character and behaviour of this people mult be in- 
t e re(ting to the reader, on account of the tragedy that was afterwards a£ted here, it 
will be proper to acquaint him, that we had not always fo much reafon to be fatisfied 
with the conduct of the warrior chiefs, or earees, as with that of our priefts. In ail 
our dealings with the former, we found them fufficiently attentive to their own interefts; 
and befides their habit of Healing, which may admit of feme excufe, from the univer¬ 
sity of the practice amongft the iflanders of thefe Teas, they make ufe of other artifices 
equally dilhonourable. 1 fhall only mention one inftance, in which we difcovered with 
regret cur friend Koah to be a party principally concerned. As the chiefs, who 
brought us prefents cf hogs, were always fent back handfomely rewarded, we had 
generally a greater fupply than we could make ufe of. On thefe oecafions, Koah, 
who never failed in his attendance on us, ufed to beg fuch as we did not want, 
and they were always given to him. It one day happened that a pig was prefented us, 
by a man whom Koah himfelf introduced as a chief,who was defirous of paying his 
refpefts, and we recollected the pig to be the fame that had been given to Koah juit 
before. This leading us to fufpeCt feme trick, we found, on further inquiry, the 
pretended chief to be an ordinary perfon ; and on connecting this with other circum- 
ftances, we had reafon to fufpeCt that it was not the firft time we had been the dupes 
of the like impofnion. 

Things continued in this ftate till the 24th, when we were a good deal furprized to 
find that no canoes were fuflered to put off from the fit ore, and that the natives kept 
clofe to their houfes. After feveral hours fufpence, we learned that the bay was 
tabooed, and all intercourfe with 11s interdicted, on account of the arrival of Terree- 
cboo. As we had not forfefecn an accident of this fort, the crews of both fliips were 
ebliged to pafs the day without their ufual fupply of vegetables. The next morning, 
therefore, they endeavoured, both by threats and promifes, to induce the natives to 
come alongfide; and as fome of them were at laft venturing to put off, a chief was 
obferved attempting to drive them away. A mufquet was immediately fired over his 
head, to make him defift, which had the defired effect; and refrefhments were foon 
after purchafed as ufual. In the afternoon, Terreeoboo arrived, and.vifited the fhips 
in a private manner, attended only by one canoe, in which were his wife and children. 
He flayed on board till near ten o’clock, when he returned to the village of Kowrowa. 

The next day, about noon, the King, in a large canoe, attended by two others, fet 
out from the village, and paddled toward the fliip in great ftate. Their appearance 
was grand and magnificent. In the firft canoe was Terreeoboo and his chiefs dreffed 
in their rich feathered cloaks and helmets, and armed with long fpears and daggers; 
in the fecoud came the venerable Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, and his brethren, with 
their idols difplayed on red cloth. Thefe idols were bulls of a gigantic fize, made of 
wicker-work, and curioufly covered with finall feathers of various colours, wrought 
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in the fame manner with their cloaks. Their eyes were made of large pearl oyftcrs, 
with a black nut fixed in the centre; their mouths were fet with a double row of the 
fangs of dogs, and together with the reft of their features, were ftrangely diftorted. 
The third canoe was filled with hogs and various forts ol vegetables. As they went 
along, the priefts in the centre canoe fung their hymns with great lolemnity; and ahei 
paddling round the fhips, inftead of going on board as was expected, they made toward 

the ftiore at the beach where we w'ere ftationed. . 

As foon as I faw them approaching, I ordered out our little guard to receive the 
King; and Captain Cook, perceiving that he was going on iliore, followed him, and 
arrived nearly at the fame time. We conduded them into the tent, where the had 
fcarcely been feated, when the King rofe up, and in a very graceful manner threw over 
the captain’s ihoulders the cloak he himfelf wore, pat a feathered helmet upon his 
head and a curious fan into his hand. He alfo fpread at his feet five or fix other cloaks, 
all exceedingly beautiful, and of the greateft value. His attendants then brought four 
very large hogs, with fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit; and this part of the 
ceremony was concluded by the King’s exchanging names with Captain Cook, which, 
amon^ft all the iilanders of the Pacific Ocean, is efteemed the ftrongeft pledge of 
friendship. A proceffion of priefts, with a venerable old perfonage at their head, now 
appeared, followed by a long train of men leading large hogs, and others carrying 
plantains, fweet potatoes, &c. Bv the looks and geltures of Kaireekeea, 1 immediately 
knew the old man to be the chief of the priefts before mentioned, on whole bounty 
we had fo long fubfifted. He had a piece of red cloth in his hands, which he wrapped 
round Captain Cook’s flioulders, and afterward prefented him with a finall pig in 
the ufual form. A feat was then made for him, next to the King, after which, 
Kaireekeea and his followers began their ceremonies, Kaoo and the chiefs joined in 

the refponfes. . ™ 

As foon as the formalities of the meeting were over. Captain Cook earned lerree- 

oboo, and as many chiefs as the pinnace could hold, on board the Refolution. I hey 
were received with every mark of refpedt that could be fhewn them; and Captain 
Cook, in return for the feathered cloak, put a linen Ihirt on the King, and girt his 
own hanger round him. The ancient Kaoo, and about half a dozen nioie old chiefs, 
remained on fliore, and took up their abode at the priefts’ houfes. During all this 
time not a canoe was feen in the bay, and the natives either kept within their huts, or 
lay proftrate on the ground. Before the King left the Refolution, Captain Cook ob¬ 
tained leave for the natives, to come and trade with the fhips as ulual; but the women, 
for what reafon we could not learn, ftill continued under the effects of the taboo, 
that is, were forbidden to ftir from home, or to have any communication with us. 

The quiet and inoffenfive behaviour of the natives having taken away every appre- 
henfion of danger, we did not hefitate to truft ourfelves amongft them at all times, and 
in all fituations. The officers of both fhips went daily up the country in finall parties, 
or even fingly, and frequently remained out the whole night. It would be endlefs 
to recount all the inftances of kindnefs and civility which we received upon thofe 
occafions. Wherever we went, the people Socked about us, eager to offer every 
affiftance in their power, and highly gratified if their fervices were accepted. Various 
little arts were practifed to attraft our notice, or to delay our departure. The boys 
and girls ran before, as we walked through their villages, and flopped us at every 
opening, where there was room to form a troupe for dancing. At one time we were 
invited to accept a draught of cocoa-nut milk, or fome other refrefliment, under the 
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{hade of their huts; at another, we were feated within a circle of young women 
who exerted all their {kill and agility to amufe us with fongs and dances. 

The fat is faction we derived from their gentlenefs and hofpitality, was, however, fre¬ 
quently interrupted by that propenfity to ftealing, which they have in common with 
all the other iflanders of thefe feas. This circumfhnce was the more diftreffing, as it 
fometimes obliged us to have recourfe to affcs of feverity, which we fliould willingly 
have avoided, if the neceffity of the cafe had not abfolutely called for them. Some 
of their moll expert fwinuners were one day difcovered under the {hips, drawing out 
•the filling nails of the (lieathing, which they performed very dexteroufly by means of 
a fhort flick, with a flint ftone fixed in the end of it. To put a Hop to this practice, 
which endangered the very exiftence of the veffels, we at firft fired finall thot at the 
offenders; but they eafily got out of our reach by diving under the ffiip’s boitbm. 
It was therefore found neceffary to make an example, by flogging one of them on 
board the Difcovery. 

The head of the Refolution’s rudder being found exceedingly lhaken, and molt of 
the pintles either loofe or broken, it was unhung, and fent on fhore on the 27th, in 
the morning, to undergo a thorough repair. At the fame time the carpenters were 
fent into the country, under conduit of fome of Kaoo’s people, to cut planks for 
the head rail-work, which was alfo entirely decayed and rotten. 

On the 28th, Captain Clerke, whofe ill health confined him for the molt part on 
board, paid Terreeoboo his firft vifit at his hut on fliore. He was received with the 
fame formalities as were obferved with Captain Cook ; and, on his coming away, though 
the vifit was quite unexpected, he received a prefenr of thirty large hogs, and as much 
fruit and roots as his crew could confume in a week. 

As we had not yet feen any thing of their fports or athletic exercifes, the natives, at 
requeft of fome of our officers, entertained us this evening with a boxing-match. 
Though thefe games were much inferior, as well in point of folemnity and mag¬ 
nificence, as in the {kill and powers of the combatants, to what we had feen ex¬ 
hibited at the Friendly illands, yet, as they differed in fome particulars, it may not 
be improper to give a fhort account of them. We found a vaft concourfe of people 
affembled on a level fpot of ground, at a little diftance from our tents. A long 
fpace was left vacant in the midft of them, at the upper end of which fat the judges, 
under three ftandards, from which hung flips of cloth of various colours, the {kins 
of two wild geefe, a few finall birds, and bunches of feathers. When the fports 
were ready to begin, the fignal was given by the judges, and immediately two com¬ 
batants appeared. They came forward flowly, lifting up their feet very high behind, 
and drawing their hands along the foies. As they approached they frequently eyed 
each other from head to foot, in a contemptuous manner, calling feveral arch looks 
at the fpetlators, {training their mufcles, and ufing a variety of affected geftures. 
Being advanced within reach of each other, they flood with both arms held out 
ftraight before their faces, at which part all their blows were aimed. They (truck in, 
what appeared to our eyes, an awkward manner, with a full fwing of the arm; made 
no attempt to parry, but eluded their adverfary’s attack by an inclination of the 
body, or by retreating. The battle was quickly decided; for if either of them was 
knocked down, or even fell by accident, he was conffdered as vanquiffied ; anti the 
viflor exprefled his triumph by a variety of geftures, which ufuallv excited, as was 
intended, a loud laugh among the fpeftators. He then waited for a fecond antago- 
nift; and if again victorious, for a third; rill he was at laft, in his turn, defeated. As 
thefe games were given at our defire, we found it was univertally expected that we 
■vol. xi. 4 X fliould 
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fhould have borne our part in them; but our people* ^ though much preflct! by the 
natives* turned a deaf ear to their challenge* remembering full well the blows they got 
at the Friendly iflands. 

This day died William Watman* a feaman of the gunner’s crew ; an event which 
I mention the more particularly, as death had hitherto been very rare aniongft us* 
He was an old man, and much refpe£ted on account of his attachment to Captain 
Cook. He had formerly ferved as a marine twenty-one years j after which he entered 
as a feaman onboard the Refolution in J77 2 ? an< i ferved with Captain Cook in his 
voyage toward the fouth pole* At their return* he was admitted into Greenwich Hos¬ 
pital* through the captain’s in ter eft* at the fame time with himfelf \ and being refolyed 
to follow throughout the fortunes of his benefa£tor* he alfo quitted it along with him, 
on Ids being appointed to the command of the prefent expedition. 

At the requeft of the King of the i 0 and* he was buried on the Moral, and the ce¬ 
remony was performed with as much folenmity as our fituation permitted. Old Kaon 
and his brethren were fpe&ators, and preferred themoft profound filence and attention, 
whilft the fervice was reading. When we began to fill up the grave, they approached 
it with great reverence, threw in a dead pig, forne cocoa-nuts, and plantains ; and 
for three nights afterward they fur rounded it, facrificing hogs, and performing their 
ufual ceremonies of hymns and prayers, which continued till day-break. 

At the head of the grave was eredted a poll:, and nailed upon it a fquare piece of 
board* on which was infcribed the name of the deceafed* his age* and the day of his 
death. This they promifed not to remove; and we have no doubt, but that it 
will be fuffered to remain, as long as the frail materials of which it is made will 
permit. 

The fhips being in great want of fuel, the captain defired me, on the 2d of Febru¬ 
ary, to treat with the priefts, for the purchafe of the rail that furrounded the top of 
the Moral. I muft confefs, I had at firfl fome doubt about the decency of this pro- 
pofal, and was apprehenfive that even the bare mention of it might be considered 
by them* as a piece of (hocking impiety* In this however I found myfelf miftaken. 
Not the fmalleft furprife was expreffed at the application* and the wood was readily 
given, even without ftipulating for any thing in return. Whilft the failors, were taking 
it away, I obferved one of them carrying off a carved image ; and* on further in¬ 
quiry, I found that they had conveyed to the boats the whole * femicircle. Though 
this was done in the prefence of the natives, who had not fhewn any mark of refent- 
ment at it, but had even affifted them in the removal, I thought it proper to fpeak 
to Kaoo on the fubjeft ; who appeared very indifferent about the matter, and only 
defired that we would reftore the centre image I have mentioned before, which he 
carried into one of the prieft’s houfes. 

Terreeoboo, and his chiefs* had for fome days pafl been very inquifitive about 
the time of our departure. This circumftanee had excited in me a great curiofity to 
know what opinion this people had formed of us, and what were their ideas refpefting 
the caufe and objects of our voyage. I took fome pains to fatisfy myfelf on thde 
points ; but could never learn any thing further than that they imagined we came from 
fome country where provifions had failed; and that our vifit to them was merely for 
the purpofe of filling our bellies. Indeed, the meagre appearance of fome of our 
crew, the hearty appetites with which we fat down to their frelh provifions, and our 
great anxiety to purchafe and carry off as much as we were able, led them naturally 


* See defertptioQ of ike Merai % ia page 700. 
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enough to fuch a conclufion. To thefe may he added, a circumftance which puzzled 
them exceedingly, our having no women with us ^ together with our quiet conduft, 
and unwarlike appearance. It was ridiculous enough to fee them ftroking the hides, 
and patting the bellies, of the Tailors (who were certainly much improved in the 
lleeknefs of their looks, during our fliort flay in the ifland), and telling them, partly 
by figns, and partly by words, that it was time for them to go ; but if they would 
come again the next bread-fruit feafon, they Ihould be better able to fupply their 
wants. We had now been fixteen days in the bay; and if our enormous confump. 
tion of hogs and vegetables be confidered, it need not be wondered that they Ihould 
wilh to fee us take our leave. On our telling Terreeoboo we Ihould leave the ifland 
on the next day but one, we obferved that a fort of proclamation was immediately 
made through the villages, to require the people tobring in their hogs and vegetables, 
for the King to prefent to the Orono on his departure. 

The next day being fixed for cur departure, Terreeoboo invited Captain Cook and 
myfelf to attend him, on the 3d, to the place were Kahoo refided. On our arrival 
we found the ground covered with parcels of cloth ; a vaft quantity of red and yel¬ 
low feathers, tied to the fibres of cocoa-nut hulk $ and a great number of hatchets, 
and other pieces of iron-ware, that had been got in barter from us. At a little 
difiance from thefe lay an immenfe quantity of vegetables of every kind, and near 
them was a very large herd of hogs. At firfi we imagined the whole to be intended 
as a prefent for us, till Kaireekeea informed me that it was a gift, or tribute, from 
the people of that diftrift to the King ; and, accordingly, as foon as we were feated, 
they brought all the bundles, and laid them feverally at Terreeoboo’s feet, who gave 
all the hogs and vegetables, and two-thirds of the cloth, to Captain Cook and my¬ 
felf. We were aftonifhed at the value and magnitude of this prefent, which far 
exceeded every thing of the kind we had feen, either at the Friendly or Society 
iflands. 

The fame day we quitted the Moral, and got the tents and aftronomical inftruments 
on board. The charm of the taboo was now removed ; and we had no fooner left 
the place, than the natives ruflied'in, and fearched eagerly about, in expectation of 
finding fomething of value that we might have left behind. Here, I hope, I may be 
permitted to relate a trifling occurrence, in which I was principally concerned. Having- 
had the command of the party on fliore, during the whole time we were in the bay, 
I had an opportunity of becoming well acquainted with the natives. 

1 fpared no endeavours to conciliate their affections and gain their efteem j and had 
the good fortune to fucceed lo far, that, when the time of our departure was made 
known, I was ftrongly folicited to remain behind, not without offers of the moft flat¬ 
tering kind. When I excufed myfelf, by faying that Captain Cook would not give 
his confent, they propofed that 1 Ihould retire into the mountains, where they laid 
they would conceal me, till after the departure of the Ihips; and on my affuring 
them, that the captain would not leave the bay without me, Terreeoboo and Kaoo waited 
upon Captain Cook, whofe fon they fuppofcd I was, with a formal requefl: that I might 
be left behind. The captain, to avoid giving a pofitive refufal to an offer fo kindly in¬ 
tended, told them that he could not part with me at that time, but that he Ihould 
return to the ifland next year, and would then endeavour to fettle the matter to their 
fatisfa&ion. 

Early in the morning of the 4th of February, we unmoored and failed out of the 
bay, with the Difcovery in company, and were followed by a great number of canoes. 
Captain Cook’s defign was to finilh the furvey of Owhyhee, before he vifited the 
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other iflands, in hopes of meeting with a road better flickered than the bay we had 
juft left. 

We had calm weather this and the following day, which made our progrefs to the 
northward very flow. We were accompanied by a great number of the natives in their 
canoes. In the morning of the 6th, having palled the wefternmoft point of the ifland, 
we found ourfelves abreaft of a deep bay, called by the natives Toe-yah-yah. We had 
great hopes that this bay would furnilh us with a fafe and commodious harbour, as we 
faw to the north-eaft, feveral fine ftreams of water. Thefe obfervations agreeing with 
the accounts given us by Koah, who accompanied Captain Cook, and had changed his 
name, out of compliment to us, into Britannee, the pinnace was hoifted out, and the 
mafter, with Britannee, for his guide, was fent to examine the bay, whilft the fhips 
worked up after them. 

In the afternoon the weather became gloomy, and the gufts of wind that blew off 
the land were fo violent, as to make it neceffary to take in all the fails, and bring to, 
under the mizen ftay-fail. 

The mafter reported to Captain Cook, that the place would by no means anfwer 
our purpofe, and that Britannee had contrived to flip away, being afraid of returning, 
as we imagined, becaufe his information had not proved true. 

In the afternoon of the 7th, though the weather was ftill fqually, we ftood in for 
the land, and being about three leagues from it we faw a canoe, with two men pad- 
dling towards us, which we immediately conjectured had been driven off the there by 
the late boifterous weather, and therefore flopped the fhip’s way in order to take them 
in. Thefe poor wretches were fo entirely exhaufted with fatigue, that, had not one 
of the natives on board, obferving their weaknefs, jumped into the canoe to their 
affi fiance, they would fcarcely have been able to fallen it to the rope we had thrown 
out for that purpofe. It was with difficulty we got them up the fhip’s fide, together 
with a child, about four years old, which they had laffied under the thwarts of the 
canoe, where it had lain with only its head above water. They told us, they had left 
the fhore the morning before, and had been from th 3 t time without food or water. 
The ufual precautions were taken in giving them victuals, and the child being com¬ 
mitted to the care of one of the women, we found them all next morning perfedlly 
recovered. 

At midnight on the 7th, a gale of wind came on, which obliged us to double-reef 
the topfails, and get down to top-gallant yards. On the 8th at daybreak, we found 
that the foremaft had given away. This accident induced Captain Cook to return 
to Karakakoa bay. On the icth, the weather became moderate, and a few canoes 
came off to us, from which we learnt that the late ftorms had done much mifehief, and 
that feveral large canoes had been loft. During the remainder of the day we kept 
beating to windward, and before night we were within a mile of the bay; but not 
chufing to run on while it was dark, we ftood off and on till day-light next morning, 
when we dropt anchor nearly in the fame place as before. 

We were employed the whole of the 1 nh and part of the 12th, in getting out the 
foremaft, and fending it with the carpenters on fhore. Befides the damage which the 
head of the maft had fuftained, we found the heel exceedingly rotten, having a large 
hole up the middle of it capable of holding four or five cocoa-nuts. As thefe re¬ 
pairs were likely to take up feveral days, Mr. Bayly and myfelf got the aftronamical 
apparatus on fhore the 12th, and pitched our tents on the Morai, having with us a 
guard of a corporal and fix marines. We renewed our friendly correfpondence with 
the priefts, who, for the greater fecurity of the workmen and their tools, tabooed 
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the place where the mall lay, fticking their wands round it as before. The fail-makers 
were alfo fent on Ihore, to repair the damages which had taken place in their depart¬ 
ment during the late gales. They were lodged in a houfe adjoining to the Morai that 
was lent us by the priefts. Such were our arrangements on Ihore. I fhall now pro¬ 
ceed to the account of thofe other tranfa&ions with the natives, which led by degrees 
to the fatal cataftrophe of the 14th. 

Upon coming to anchor, we were furprized to find our reception very different from 
what it had been on our fir ft arrival; no fliouts, no buftle, no confufion; but a foli- 
tary bay, with only here and there a canoe ftealing clofe along the fliore. The impulfe 
of curiofity, which had before operated to fo great a degree, might now indeed be fup- 
pofed to have ceafed ; but the hofpitable treatment we had invariably met with, and 
the friendly footing on which we parted, gave us fome reafon to expect that they 
would again have flocked about us with great joy on our return. 

We were forming various conjectures upon the occafion of this extraordinary ap¬ 
pearance, when our anxiety was at length relieved by the return of a boat which had 
been fent on fliore, and brought us word that Terreeoboo was abfent, and had left 
the bay under the taboo. Though this account appeared very fatisfaCtory to moft of 
us, yet others were of opinion, or rather, perhaps, have been led by fubfequent events 
to imagine, that there was fomeihing at this time very fufpicious in the behaviour of 
the natives; and that the interdiction of all intercourfe with us, on pretence of the 
King’s abfence, was only to give him time to confult the chiefs in what manner it might 
be proper to treat us. Whether thefe lufpicions were well founded, or the account 
given us by the natives was the truth, we were never able to afcertain. For though 
it is not improbable that our fudden return, for which they could fee no apparent 
caufe, and the neceffity of which we afterward found it very difficult to make them 
comprehend, might occafion fome alarm ; yet the unfufpicious conduct of Terreeoboo, 
who, on this fuppofed arrival, the next morning came immediately to vifit Captain 
Cook, and the confequent return of the natives to their former friendly intercourfe 
with us, are flrong proofs that they neither meant, nor apprehended, any change 
of conduft. 

In fupport of this opinion, I may add the account of another accident, precifely of 
the fame kind, which happened to us on our firft vifit, the day before the arrival of 
the King. A native had fold a hog on board the Resolution, and taken the price 
agreed on, when Pareea, palling by, advifed the man not to part with the hog, with¬ 
out the advanced price. For this he was fharply fpoken to, and puffied away $ and 
the taboo being foon after laid on the bay, we had at firft no doubt but that it was 
in confequence of the offence given to the chief. Both thefe accidents ferve to fhew 
how very difficult it is to draw any. certain conclufion from the actions of people 
with whofe cuftoms, as well as language, we are fo imperfectly acquainted : at the 
fame time, fome idea may be formed from them of the difficulties, at the firft view 
perhaps not very apparent, which thofe have to encounter, who, in all their tranfadions 
with thefe ftrangers, have to fteer their courfe amidft fo much uncertainty, where a 
trifling error may be attended with even the moft fatal confequences. However true 
or falfe our conjectures may be, things went on in their ufual quiet courfe till the 
afternoon of the 13th. 

Toward the evening of that day, the officer who commanded the watering party of 
the Difcovery, came to inform me, that feveral chiefs had affembled at the well near 
the beach, driving away the natives, whom he had hired to affift the failors in rolling 
. - down 
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down the calks to the Ihore. He told me at the lame time, that he thought their 
behaviour extremely fofpicious, and that they meant to give him fome farther dif- 
turbanee. At his requeft, therefore, I fent a marine along with him, but fuffered 
him to take only his fide-arms. In a Ihort rime the officer returned, and on his 
acquainting me that the iflanders had armed themfelves with ftones, and were grown 
very tumultuous, I went myfelf to the fpot, attended by a marine with his mufquet. 
Seeing us approach, they threw away their ftones, and on my fpeaking to fome of the 
chiefs, the mob were driven away, and thofe who chofe it were fuffered to affift infilling 
the calks. Having left things quiet here, I went to meet Captain Cook, whom I faw 
coming on Ihore in the pinnace. I related to him what had juft paffed; and he 
ordered me, in cafe of their beginning to throw ftones, or behave infolently, immediately 
to fire a ball at the offenders. I accordingly gave orders to the corporal to have the 
pieces of the fentinels loaded with ball, inftead of fmall lhot. 

Soon after our return, to the tents, we were alarmed by a continued fire of mufquets 
from the Difcovery, which we obferved to be directed at a canoe that we faw paddling 
toward the Ihore in great hafte, purfued by one of our fmall boats. We immediately 
concluded that the firing was in confequence of fome theft, and Captain Cook ordered 
me to follow him with a marine armed, and to endeavour to feize the people as they 
came on Ihore. Accordingly we ran toward the place where we fuppofed the canoe 
would land, but we were too late; the people having quitted it, and made their efcape 
into the country before our arrival. 

We were at this time ignorant that the goods had been already reftored j and as we 
thought it probable, from the circumftances we had at firft obferved, that they might 
be of importance, were unwilling to relinquifli our hopes of recovering them. Having 
therefore inquired of the natives which way the people had fled, we followed them till 
it was near dark, when judging ourfelves to be about three miles from the tents, and 
fufpedling that the natives, who frequently encouraged us in the purfuit, were amufing 
us with falfe information, we thought it in vain to continue our fearch any longer, and 
returned to the beach. 

During our abfence, a difference of a more ferious and unpleafant nature had 
happened. The officer, who had been fent in the fmall boat, and was returning on 
board with the goods which had been reftored, obferving Captain Cook and me 
engaged in the purfuit of the offenders, thought it his duty to feize the canoe, which 
was left drawn up on the Ihore. Unfortunately this canoe belonged to Pareea, who 
arriving at the fame moment from on board the Difcovery, claimed his property with 
many proteftations of his innocence. The officer refilling to give it up, and being joined 
by the crew of the pinnace, a fcuflle enfued, in which Pareea was knocked down by a 
violent blow upon his head with an oar. The natives who were colle&ed about the 
fpot, and had hitherto been peaceable fpe&ators, immediately attacked our people with 
fuch a fhower of ftones, as forced them to retreat with great precipitation, and fwim off 
to a rock at fome diftance from the Ihore. The pinnace was immediately ranfacked by 
the iflanders; and but for the timely interpofition of Pareea, who deemed to have 
recovered from the blow, and forgot it at the fame inftant, would loon have 
been entirely demolilhed. Having driven away the crowd, he made figns to our people 
that they might come and take poffelfion of the pinnace, and that he would endeavour 
to get back the things which had been taken out of it. After their departure be 
followed them in his canoe, with a midfhipman’s cap, and fome other trifling articles of 
the plunder, and with much apparent concern at what had happened, alked if the Orono 
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would kill him, and whether he would permit him to come on board the next day ? 
On being affured that he flioutd be well received, he joined nofes (as their cuftom is) 
with the officers, in token of friend {hip, and paddled over to the village of Kowrowa. 

When Captain Cook was informed of what had paffed, he expreffed much uneafinefs 
at-it, and, as we were returning on board, “ I ain afraid,” faid he, “ that thefe people 
will oblige me to ufe fome violent meafures} for (he added) they mud not be left to 
imagine that they have gained an advantage over us.” However, as it was too late to 
take any fteps this evening, he contented hitnfelf with giving orders that every man 
and woman on board fliould be immediately turned out of the {hip. As foon as this 
order was executed, I returned on fliore; and our former confidence in the natives 
being now much abated by the events of the day, I pofted a double guard on the 
Moral, with orders to call me, if they faw any men lurking about the beach. At 
about eleven o’clock five iflanders were obferved creeping round the bottom of the 
Morai; they feemed very cautious in approaching us, and at laft finding thendelves 
difcovered, retired out of fight. About midnight one of them venturing up clofe to 
the obfervatory, the fendnel fired over him; on which the men fled, and we paffed the 
remainder of the night without farther difturbance. 

Next morning, the 14th, at day-light, I went on board the Refolution for the time¬ 
keeper, and in my way was hailed by the Difcovery, and informed that their .cutter 
had been ftolen during the night from the buoy where it was moored. 

“When I arrived on board, I found the marines arming, and CaptainCook loading his 
double-barrelled gun. Whilft I was relating to him what had happened to us in the night,, 
he interrupted me with fome eagernefs, and acquainted me with the lofs of the Dif- 
covery’s cutter, and with the preparation^ he was making for its recovery. It had been 
his ufual practice, whenever any thing of confequence was loft at any of the iflands in 
this ocean, to get the King or fome of the principal erees on board, and to keep them 
as hoftages till it was reftored. This method, which had been always attended with 
fuccefs, he meant to purfue on the prefent occalion y and, at the fame time, had given 
orders to Hop all the canoes that fhould attempt to leave the bay, with an intention of 
feizing and deftroying them, if he could not recover the cutter by peaceable means. 
Accordingly, the boats of both /hips, well manned and armed, were Rationed acrofs the 
bay ; and before l left the fliip, fome great guns had been fired at two large canoes that 
were attempting to make their efcape. 

It was between feven and eight o’clock when we quitted the fhip together; Captain 
Cook in the pinnace, having Mr. Phillips and nine marines with him, and myfelf in 
the fniall boat. The laft orders I received from him were to quiet the minds of the 
natives on our fide of the bay, by affuring them they ffiould not be hurt; to keep my 
people together, and to be on my guard. We then parted j the captain went toward 
Kowrowa, where tfie King refided; and I proceeded to the beach. My firft care on 
going afhore was, to give Ariel orders to the marines to remain within the tent, to load 
their pieces with ball, and not to quit their arms. Afterward, I took a walk to the huts 
of old Kaoo and the priefts, and explained to them as well as I could the objeft of the 
hoftile preparations, which had exceedingly alarmed them. I found that they had 
already heard of the cutter’s being ftolen, and 1 affured them, that though Captain Cook 
was refolved to recover it, and to puniffi the authors of the theft, yet that they, and 
the people of the village on our fide, need not be under the fmalleft apprehenfion of 
fuffering any evil from us. I defired the priefts to explain this to the people, and to 
tell them not to be alarmed, but to continue peaceable and quiet. Kaoo afked me 

with 


yi 2 CAPTAIN COOK*S LAST VOYAGE. 

with great earneftnefs, if Terreeoboo was to be hurt ? I affured him he was not; and 
both he and the reft of his brethren feemed much fatisfied with this affurance- 

In the mean time Captain Cook, having called off the launch, which was ftationed 
at the north point of the bay, and taking it along with him, proceeded to Kowrowa, 
and landed with the lieutenant and nine marines. He immediately marched to the 
village, where he was received with the ufual marks of refpeft ; the people proftrated 
themfelves before him, and bringing their accuftomed offerings of fmall hogs. 
Finding that there was no fufpicion of his defign, his next ftep was to inquire for 
Terreeoboo, and the two boys, his fons, who had been his conftant guefts on board the 
Refolution. In a Ihort time the boys returned along with the natives, who had been fent 
in fearch of them, and immediately led Captain Cook to the houfe where the King had 
flept. They found the old man juft awoke fromfleep; and after a fhort converfation 
about the lofs of the cutter, from which Captain Cook was convinced that he was in 
no wife privy to it, he invited him to return in the boat, and fpend the day on board 
the Refolution. To this propofal the King readily confented, and immediately got up 
to accompany him. 

Things were in this profperoiis train; the two boys being already in the pinnace, and 
the reft of the party, having advanced near the water-fide, when an elderly woman, 
called Kanee-kabareea, the mother of the boys, and one of the King’s favourite wives, 
came after him, and with many tears and entreaties befought him not to go on board. 
At the fame time two chiefs, who came along with her, laid hold on him, and infilling 
that he fiiould go no farther, forced him to fit down. The natives, who were collefting 
in prodigious numbers along the fliore, and had probably been alarmed by the firing of 
the great guns, and the appearances of hoftiliry in the bay, began to throng round 
Saptain Cook and their King. In this fituation, the lieutenant of marines obferving 
that his men were huddled clofe together in the crowd, and thus incapable of ufmg 
their arms, if any occafion Ihould require it, propofed to the captain to draw them up 
along the rocks clofe to the water’s edge; and the crowd readily making way for them 
to pafs, they were drawn up in a line at the diftance of about thirty yards from the place 
where the King was fitting. 

All this time the old King remained on the ground, with the ftrongeft marks of 
terror and dejection in his countenance; Captain Cook, not willing to abandon the 
object for which he had come on Ihore, continuing to urge him in the moll preffing 
manner to proceed; whilft on the other hand, whenever the King appeared inclined 
to follow him, the chiefs who flood round him interpofed, at firft with prayers and 
entreaties, but afterward having recourfe to force and violence, infifted on his flaying 
where he was. Captain Cook therefore finding that the alarm had fpread too generally, 
and that it was in vain to think any longer of getting him oft' without bloodlhed, at hit 
gave up the point; obferving to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impoffible tc compel him 
to go on board without the rzfk of killing a great number of the inhabitants. 

Though the enterprife which had carried Captain Cook on fhore had now failed and 
was abandoned, yet his perfon did not appear to have been in the leaft danger, till aa 
accident happened which gave a fatal turn to the affair. The boats which had been 
ftationed acrofs the bay, having fired at fome canoes that were attempting to get out, 
unfortunately had killed a chief of the firft rank. The news of his death arrived at 
the village where Captain Cook was, juft as he had left the King, and was walking 
flowly toward the fhore. The ferment it occafioned was very confpicuous, the women 
and children were immediately fent off; and the men put on their war-mats, and 
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armed themfelves with fpears and hones. One of the natives, having in his hand a 
hone, and a long iron fpike (which they called a pahooa), came up to the captain, 
flourifhing his weapon by way of defiance, and threatening to throw the hone. The 
captain defired him to defih; hut the man perfihing in his infolence, he was at length 
provoked to fire a load of fmall fliot. The man having his mat on, which the foot 
were not able to penetrate, this had no other effcft than to irritate and encourage them. 
Several flones were thrown at the marines; and one of the erees attempted to ftab 
Mr. Phillips with his pahooa, but failed in the attempt, and received from him a blow 
with the but-end of his inmquet. Captain Cook now fired his fecond barrel, loaded 
with ball, and killed one of the foremoft of the natives. A general attack with Hones 
immediately followed,, which was anfwered by a difcharge of mufquetry from the ma¬ 
rines, and the people in the boats. The iflanders, contrary to the expe&ation of every 
one, flood the fire with great firmnefs; and before the marines had time to reload, 
they broke in upon them with dreadful fhouts and yells. What followed was a fcene 
of the utmofl horror and confufion. 

Four of the marines were cut oil amongfl the rocks in their retreat, and fell a facri- 
fice to the fury of the enemy; three more were dangeroufly wounded; and the lieute¬ 
nant, who had received a ftab between the fhoulders with a pahooa, having fortunately 
referved his fire, fliot the mail who had wounded’ him, juft as he was going to repeat 
his blow. Our unfortunate commander, the Iaft time he was feen diftin&ly, was 
{landing at the water’s edge, and calling out to the boats to ceafe firing, and to 
pull in. If it be true, as fonie of thole who were prefent imagined, that me marines 
and boat-men had fired without his orders, and that .he was defirous of preventing any 
further hloodflied, it is not improbable that his humanity on this occafion proved 
fatal to him ; for it was remarked, that whilft he faced the natives, none of them had 
offered him any violence; but that having turned about, to give his orders to the boats, 
he was ftabbed in the back, and fell with his face into the water. On feeing him fall, 
the ill an deis let up a great fhout, and his body was immediately dragged oil Ihore, and 
furrounded by the enemy, who fnatching the dagger out of each other’s hands, fliewed 
a favage eagernefs to have a fhare in his deftruction. 

Thus fell our great and excellent commander! After a life of fo much diftinguifhed 
and fuccefsful enterprife, his death, as far as regards hinifelf, cannot be reckoned pre¬ 
mature ; fince he lived to finifli the great work for which he feems to have been de- 
figned ; and was rather removed from the enjoyment, than cut off from the acquifition 
of glory. How fmcerely his lofs was felt and lamented by thofe who had fo lorn'- found 
their general lecuiity in his fkill and conduct, and every confblation, under their 
hai dfliips, in his tendernefs and humanity ^ it is neither necefiary nor pollible for me 
to delcribe ; much lefs fhall I attempt to paint the horror with which we were flruck, 
and the univerfal dejedtion and diftnay which followed fo dreadful and unexpe&ed a 
calamity. , 

It has been already related, that four of the marines who attended Captain Cook 
were killed by the iflanders on the fpot. The reft, with Mr. Phillips, their lieutenant, 
threw themfdves into the water and efcaped, under cover of a fmart fire from the 
boats. On this occafibn, a remarkable inftance of gallant behaviour, and- of affeaiun 
for his men, was fhewn by that officer: for he had fcarcely got into the boat, when 
feeing one of the marines, who was a bad fwimmer, ftruggling in the water, and in 
danger of being taken by the enemy, he immediately jumped into the fea to his 
afliftance, though much wounded hinifelf j and after receiving a blow on the head from 
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a (lone, which had nearly fent him to the bottom, he caught the man by the hair and 
brought him fafe off. 

Our people continued for fome time to keep up a conflant fire from the boats (which 
during the whole tranfaffion were not more than twenty yards from the land,) in order 
to afford their unfortunate companions, if any of them ihould (till remain alive, an 
opportunity of efcaping. Thefe efforts, feconded by a few guns that were fired at the 
fame time from the Refolution, having forced the natives at (aft to retire, a (mall boat 
manned by five of our young midfliiproen, pulled toward the fliore, whei e they faw 
the bodies, without any figns of life, lying on the ground j but judging it dangerous 
to attempt to bring them off, with fo finall a force, and their ammunition being nearly 
expended, they returned to the (hips, leaving them in poffeinon of the iflanders, to¬ 
gether with ten (lands of arms. 

As foon as the general confternation, which the news of this calamity occafroned 
throughout both crews, had a little fubfided, their attention was called to our party at 
the Morai, where the mad and fails were on lhore, with a guard ol only fix marines. 
It is impoffible for me to deferibe the emotions of my own mind, during the time thefe 
tranfaftions had been carrying on, at the other fide of the bay. Being at the diftance 
only of a (hort mile from the village of Kowrowa, we could fee diftinftly an immenfe 
crowd collected on the fpot where Captain Cook had juft before landed. We heard 
the firing of the mufquetry, and could perceive fome extraordinary buftle and agi¬ 
tation in the multitude. We afterwards faw the natives flying, the boats retire from 
the fliore, and pafling and repaffmg, in great (tillnefs, between the lhips. I nmft 
confefs that my heart foon mifgav 3 me. Where a life fo dear and valuable was con¬ 
cerned, it was impoflible not to be alarmed, by appearances both new and threatening. 
But, befides this, I knew that a long and uninterrupted courfe of fuccefs, in his tranf- 
afctions with the natives of thefe (eas, had given the captain a degree of confidence 
that I was always fearful might, at fome unlucky moment, put him too much off his 
guard} and I • now faw all the dangers to which that confidence might lead, without 
receiving much* confolation from confidering the experience that had given rife to it. 

My firft care, on hearing the mufquets fired, was to affure the people, who were 
affembled in confiderable numbers round the wall of our confecrated field, and feemed 
equally at a lofs with ourfelves how to account for what they had feen and heard, that 
they (hould not be molefted ; and that, at all events, I was defirous of continuing on 
peaceable terms with them. We remained in this pofture till the boats had returned 
on board, when Captain Clerke obferving, through his telefcope, that we were fur- 
rounded by the natives, and apprehending they meant to attack us, ordered two lour- 
pounders to be fired at them. Fortunately thefe guns, though well aimed, did no 
mifehief, and yet gave the natives a convincing proof of their power. One of the balls 
broke a cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a party of them were fitting; and 
the other fliivered a rock that flood in an exa£t line with them. As I had juft before 
given them the ftrongeft affurances of their fafety, I was exceedingly mortified at this 
a£t of hoftility ; and to prevent a repetition of it, immediately difpatched a boat to 
acquaint Captain Clerke that at prefent I was on the mod friendly terms with the na¬ 
tives ; and that, if occafion (hould hereafter arife for altering my conduct toward them, 
I would hoift a jack, as a fignal for him to afford us all the afliftance in his power. 

We expected the return of the boat with the utmoft impatience; and after remaining 
a quarter of an hour, under the mod torturing anxiety and fufpenfe, our fears were 
at length confirmed, by the arrival of Mr. Bligh, with orders to (trike the tents as 

o quickly 
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quickly as poflible, and to fend the fails that were repairing on board. Juft at the fame 
moment our friend Kaireekeea, having alfo received intelligence of the death of Cap¬ 
tain Cook, from a native who had arrived from the other fide of the bay, came to me 
with great forrow and dejeCtion in his countenance, to enquire if it was true. 

Our fituation was at this time extremely critical and important. Not only our own 
lives, but the event of the expedition, and the return of at leaft one of the fhips, 
being involved in the fame common danger. We had the maft of the Refolution’ 
and the greateft part of our fails on fliore, under the protection of only fix marines: 
their lofs would have been irreparable ; and though the natives had not as yet fiiewn 
the final left difpofition to molelt us, yet it was impoffible to anfwer for the alteration, 
which the news of the tranfa&ion at Kawrowa might produce. I therefore thought 
it prudent to diffemble my belief of the death of Captain Cook, and to defire Kai¬ 
reekeea to difcourage the report, left either the fear of our refentment, or the fucceff- 
ful example of their countrymen, might lead them to feize the favourable opportunity, 
which at this time offered itfelf, of giving us a fecoud blow. At the fame time, l ad- 
vifed him to bring old Kaoo, and the reft of the prieft, into a large houfe that was 
clofe to the Morai; partly out of regard to their fafety, in cafe it fhould have been 
necefiary to proceed to extremities, and partly to have him near us, in order to make 
life of his authority with tjje people, if it could be inftrumental in preferving peace. 

Having placed the marines on the top of the Morai, which formed a ftrong and 
advantageous poft, and left the command with Mr. Bligh, giving him the moft pofitive 
directions to a£t entirely on the defenfive, I went on board the Difcovery, in order to 
reprefent to Captain Clerke the dangerous fituation of our affairs. As fodn as I quitted 
the fpor, the natives began to annoy our people with ftones ; and I had fcarcely reached 
the fliip, before I heard the firing of the marines. 1 therefore returned inftantly on 
fliore, where I found things growing every moment more alarming. The natives were 
ai ming, and putting on their mats ; and their numbers increafed very faff. I could 
alfo perceive feveral large bodies marching toward us, along the cliff which feparates 
the village of Kakooa from the north fide of the bay where the village of Kowrowa 
is fituated. ° 

They began at firft to attack us with ftones, from behind the walls of their enclo- 
fures, and finding no refiftance on our part, they foon grew more daring. A few 
refolute fellows having crept along the beach, under cover of the rocks, fuddenly 
made their appearance at the foot of the Morai, with a defign, as it feented, of ftorrn- 
ing it on the fide next the fea, which was its only acceflible part ; and were not dif- 
lodged till after they had flood a conhderable number of fhot 5 and feen ono of their 
party fell. 

J he bravery of one of thefe affeilants well deferves to be particularly mentioned. 
For, having returned to carry off his companion, amidft the fire of our whole party* 
a wound, which he received, made him quit the body and retire ; but in a few minutes, 
he again appeared, and being again wounded, he was obliged a fecond time to retreat. 
At this moment I arrived at the Morai, and few him return the third time, bleeding 
and feint; and being informed of what had happened, I forbade the foldiers to fir£ 
and he was fuffered to carry off his friend; which he was juft able to perform, and 
then fell down hitnfelf, and expired. 

About this time a ftrong reinforcement from both ffiips having landed, the natives 
retreated behind their walls; which giving me accefs to our friendly priefts, I fent one 
of them to endeavour to bring their countrymen to fome terms, and to propofe to 
them, that if they would defiftfrom throwing ftones, I would not permit our men to 

4 y 2 fire. 
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fire. This truce was agreed to; and we were fuffered to launch the mafl, and carry 
off the fails and our aftronomica! apparatus unmolefted. As foon as we had quitted 
the Moral, they took poffeffion of it, and feme of them threw a few ftones, but with¬ 
out doing us any mifchief. , , , . wr , 

It was half an hour paft eleven o’clock when I got on board the Difcovery, where 
1 found no decifive plan had been adopted for our future proceedings, The relhtution 
of the boat, and the recovery of the body of Captain Cook, were the objects which on 
all hands, we agreed to infift on } and it was my opinion that fome vigorous fteps 
fhould be taken in cafe the demand of them was not immediately complied with. 
However, after mature deliberation, it was determined to accompli fh theie points by 

conciliatory meafures, if poffible. . . c c . 

During the time we were thus engaged in concerting fome plan for our future con¬ 
duct, a prodigious concourfe of natives Hill kept poffeffion of the fhore ; and fome of 
them came off in canoes, and had the boldnefs to approach withm pittol-Ihot of the 
fhips and to infult us bv various marks of contempt and defiance. It was with great 
difficulty we could reftrain the failors from the ufe of their arms on thefe occafions; 
but as pacific meafures had been refolved on, the canoes were fuffeied to leturn un- 

m pmfoance of this plan, it was determined that I fhould proceed toward the fhore, 
with the boats of both fhips well manned and armed, with a view to bring the natives 
to a parley, and, if poffible, to obtain a conference with fome of the chiefs. 

If this attempt fucceeded, I was to demand the dead bodies, and particularly that of 
Captain Cook} to threaten them with our vengeance in cafe of a refufal, but by no 
means to fire unlefs attacked, and not to land on any account whatever. Ihete orders 
were delivered to me before the whole party, and in the moft pofitive manner. 

I left the ffiips about four o’clock in the afternoon, and as we approached the lhore, 
I perceived everv indication of a hoflile reception. The whole crowd of natives was 
in motion j the women and children retiring ; the men putting on their war-mats, and 
arming themfeives with long fpears and daggers. We alfo obferved that fince the 
morning, they had thrown up ftone breaft-works along the beach where Captain Cook 
had landed, probably in expedation of an attack at that place ; and, as foon as we 
were within reach, they began to throw ftones at us with flings, but without doing any 
mifchief. Concluding therefore that all attempts to bring them to a parley would be 
in vain, unlefs I firft gave them fome ground for mutual confidence, I ordered the 
armed boats to flop, and went on in the ftnall boat alone, with a white flag in my hand, 
which, by a general cry of joy from the natives, I had the fatisfadion to find was 
inftantly under flood. The women immediately returned from the fide of the hill, 
whither they had retired ; the men threw off their mats} and all fat down together by 
the water-fide, extending their arms, and inviting me to come on fhore. 

Though this behaviour was very expreffive of a friendly difpofition, yet I could not 
help entertaining fome fufpicions of its fincerity. But when I faw Koah, with a bold¬ 
nefs and affurance altogether unaccountable, fwimming off toward the boat, with a 
white flag in his hand, I thought it neeeffary to return this mark of confidence, and 
therefore received him into the boat, though armed; a circumftance which did not 
tend to leffen my fufpicions. I muff confefs I had long harboured an unfavourable 
opinion of this man. The priefts had always told us that he was of a malicious dd- 
pofition, and no friend of ours; and the repeated detections of his fraud and treachery 
had convinced us of the truth of their reprefentations. Add to all this, the blocking 
tranfadion of the morning, in which he was feen ading a principal part, made me feel 
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the utmoft horror at finding myfelf fo near him; and as he came up to me with 
feigned tears and embraced me, I was fo diftruftful of his intentions, that I could not 
help taking hold of the point of the pahooah, which he held in his hand, and turning 
it from me. I told him that I had come to demand the body of Captain Cook, and 
to declare war againft them, unlefs it was inftantly reftored. He afluied me this 
fhould be done as loon as poflible, and that he would go himfelf for that purpofe j 
and after begging of me a piece of iron, with as much affurance as if nothing extraor¬ 
dinary had happened, he leaped into the fea and fwam afhore, calling out to his 
countrymen that we were all friends again. ... 

We waited near an hour with great anxiety for his return ; during which time the 
reft of the boats had approached fo near the fhore, as to enter into converfation with 
a party of the natives at fome diftance from us ; by whom they were plainly given 
to underftand that the body had been cut to pieces and carried up the country ; but 
of this circumftance I was not informed till our return to the fhips. 

I began now to exp refs fome impatience at Koah’s delay, upon which the chiefs 
preffed me exceedingly to come on fhore j alfuring me, that if I would go myfelf to 
Terreeoboo, the body would certainly be reftored to me. When they found they 
could not prevail on me to land, they attempted under pretence of wifhing to converfe 
with more eafe, to decoy our boat among fome rocks, where they would have had it 
in their power to cut us off from the reft. It was no difficult matter to fee through 
thefe artifices; and I was therefore ftrongly inclined to break off all fur ther communi¬ 
cation with them, when a chief came to us, who was the particular friend of Captain 
Clerke, and of the officers of the Difcovery. He told us, he came from Terree¬ 
oboo, to acquaint us that the body was carried up the country, but that it Ihould be 
brought to us the next morning. There appeared a great deal of fincerity in his 
manner; and being afked if he told a falfehood, he hooked his two fore-fingers toge¬ 
ther, which is underftood amongft thefe iflanders as the fign of truth j in the ufe of 
which they are very fcrupulous. 

As I was now at a lofs in what manner to proceed, I fent Mr. Vancouver to acquaint 
Captain Clerke with all that had paffed; that my opinion was, they meant not to 
keep their word with us, and were fo far from being forry at what had happened, that, 
on the contrary, they were full of fpirits and confidence on account of their late fuc- 
cefs, and fought only to gain time, till they could contrive fome fcheme for getting us 
into their power. Mr. Vancouver came back with orders for me to return on board, 
having firft given the natives to underftand that if the body was not brought the next 
morning, the town would be deftroyed. 

When they faw that we were going off, they endeavoured to provoke us by the mod 
infulting and contemptuous geftures. Some of our people faid they could diftmguilh 
feveral of the natives parading about in the clothes of our unfortunate comrade j and 
among them, a chief brandilhing Captain Cook’s hanger, and a woman holding the 
fcabbard. Indeed there can be no doubt but that our behaviour had given them a 
mean opinion of our courage j for they could have but little notion of the motives of 
humanity that directed it. 

In confequence of the report I made to Captain Clerke, of what I conceived to be 
the prefent temper and difpofition of thefe iflanders, the molt effectual msafures were 
taken to guard againft any attack they might make in the night. The boats were 
moored with top-chains; additional fentinels were polled on both {hips; and guard- 
boats were llationed to row round them, in order to prevent the natives from cutting 
the cables. During the night we obferved a prodigious number of lights on the 
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hills, which made fome of us imagine they were removing their effe&s back into the 
country, in confequence of our threats. But I rather believe them to have been the 
facrifices that were performing on account of the war, in which they imagined them- 
felves about to be engaged; and niofl; probably the bodies of our flair) countrymen 
were at that time bunting. 

We paffed the night quietly, and early the next morning, Koah came alongfide the 
Refolution with a prefent of doth and a fm&Il pig, which he ddired leave to prefent 
to me. I have mentioned before that I was fuppofed, by the natives, to be the fon of 
Captain Cook; and as he in his life time had always fullered them to believe it, I 
was probably confidered as the chief after his death. As loon as I came on deck, I 
queflioned him about the body; and on his returning me nothing but evafive anfwers, 
I refuted to accept his prefents, and was going to difmifs him with fome exprefiions 
of anger and refentment, had not Captain Clerke, judging it belt at all events to 
keep up the appearance of friendftiip, thought it more proper that he fhould be treated 
with the ufual refpect. 

This treacherous fellow came frequently to us during the courfe of the forenoon 
with fome trifling prefent or other, and as I always obferved him eyeing every part 
of the fhip with great attention, I took care he fhould fee we were well prepared for 
our defence. 

He was exceedingly urgent both with Captain Clerke and myfelf to go on /hore, 
laying all the blame of the detention of the bodies on rite other chiefs ; and alluring 
us that every thing might be fettled to our fatisfaction by a perl'onal interview with 
Terreeoboo, However, his conduct was too fufpicious to make it prudent to comply 
with this requeft; and indeed a fact came afterwards to our knowledge, which proved 
the entire falfehood of his pretenlions. For we were told that immediately after the 
a&ion in which Captain Cook was killed, the old King had retired to a cave in the 
fteep part of the mountain that hangs over the bay, which was acceflible only by 
the help of ropes, and where he remained for many days, having his victuals let 
down to him by cords. 

When Koah returned from the fliips, we could perceive that his countrymen, who 
had been collected by break of day in vafl crowds on the fliore, thronged about him 
with great eagernefs, as if to learn the intelligence he had acquired, and what was to 
be done in confequence of it. It is very probable that they expected we fhould at¬ 
tempt to put our threats in execution, and they feetned fully refolved to ftand their 
ground. During the whole morning, we heard conchs blowing in different parts of 
the coafl; large parties were feen marching over the hills ; and in. fliort, the appear¬ 
ances were fo alarming, that we carried out a ftream anchor to enable us to haul 
the fhip abreaft of the town in cafe of an attack, and ftationed boats off the north 
point of the bay to prevent a furprife from that quarter. 

The breach of their engagement to reftore the bodies of the flam, and the warlike 
pofture in which they at this time appeared, occaftoned frefh debates amongft us con¬ 
cerning the meafures next to be purfued. It was at laft determined, that nothing 
fhould bel fuffered to interfere with the repair of the mail:, and the preparations for 
our departure; but that we fhould neverthelefs continue our negociations for the 
recovery of the bodies. 

The greatefl: part of the day was taken up in getting the foremaft into a proper 
fituation on deck for the carpenters to work upon it, and in making the neceffary 
alterations in the commiflions of the officers. The command of the expedition having 
devolved on Captain Clerke, he removed on board the Refolution, appointed Lieu¬ 
tenant 
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tenant Gore to be captain of the Difcovery, and promoted Mr. Harvey, a midffiipman, 
who had been with Captain Cook, in his two lad voyages, to the vacant lieutenancy. 
During the whole day we met with no interruption from the natives, and at night the 
launch was again moored with a top-chain, and guard-boats ftationed round both {hips 
as before. 

About eight o’clock, it being very dark, a canoe was heard paddling toward the 
Ihip j and as foon as it was feen, both the fentinels on deck fired into it. There were 
two perfons in the canoe, and they immediately roared out ** Tinnee,” (which was 
the way in which they pronounced my name), and faid they were friends, and had 
fomething for me belonging to Captain Cook. When they came on board, they 
threw themfelves at our feet, and appeared exceedingly frightened. Luckily neither 
of them was hurt, notwithftanding the balls of both pieces had gone through the 
canoe. One of them was the perfon whom I have before mentioned under the name 
of the Taboo man, who conftantly attended Captain Cook with the circumftances of 
ceremony I have already defcribed ; and who, though a man of rank in the ifland, 
could fcarcely be hindered from performing for him the lowed offices of a menial 
fervant. After lamenting with abundance of tears, the lofs of the Orono, he told us 
that he had brought us a part of his body. He then prefented to us a final! bundle 
wrapped up in cloth, which he brought under his arm ; and is it poffible to defcribe 
the horror which feized us on finding in it a piece of human fleffi, about nine or ten 
pounds weight ? This, he faid, was all that remained of the body ; that the reft was 
cut to pieces and burnt; but that the head and all the bones, except what belonged 
to the trunk, were in the poffeffion of Terreeoboo and the other Erees; that what 
we faw bad been allotted to Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, to be made ufe of in 
fome religious ceremony, and that he had fent it as a proof of his innocence and 
attachment to us. 

This afforded an opportunity of informing ourfelves whether they were cannibals, 
and we did not neglect it. We firft tried by many indirect queltions, put to each 
of them apart, to learn in what manner the reft of the bodies had been difpofed of} 
and finding them very conftant in one ftory, that after the fleffi had been cut off it 
was all burnt, we at laft put the direft queftion—Whether they had not eat fome of 
it? 1 hey immediately {hewed as much horror at the idea as any European would 
have-done ; and alked very naturally if that was the cuftom among'ft us ? They after¬ 
ward Iked us, with great earneftnefs and apparent apprehenfion, “ When the Orono 
would come again, and what he would do to them on his return ?” The fame enquiry 
was frequently made afterwards by others; and this idea agrees with the general 
tenour of their conduft towards him, which ffiewed that they confidered him as a 
being oi a luperior nature. 

We preffed our two friendly vifitors to remain on board till morning, but in vain. 
1 hey told us, that if this tranfaflion fliould come to the knowledge of the King or 
chieis it might be attended with the moft fatal confequences to their whole fociety : 
m order to prevent which, they had been obliged to come off to us in the dark, and 
the fame precaution would be neceffary in returning on ffiore. They informed us 
farther that the chiefs were eager to revenge the death of their countrymen; and 
particularly cautioned us againft truftmg Koah, who, they faid, was our mortal and 
implacable enemy and dehred nothing more ardently than an opportunity of fighting 

us ; to which the blowing of the conchs we had heard in the morning was meant as 
a challenge. ° 

We 
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We learned from thefe men that feventeen of their countrymen were killed m t ie 
firft action at Kowrowa, of whom five were chiefs ; and that Kafieea and his brott er, 
our very particular friends, were unfortunately of that number. Eight, they iai , 
were killed at the obfervatory; three of whom were alfo of the fir It rank.. 

About eleven o'clock our two friends left us, and took the precaution to defire 
that our guard-boat might attend them till they had palled the Difcovery, left they 
Ihould again be fired upon, which might alarm their countrymen on lhore, and expole 
them to the danger of being difcovercd. This requeft was complied with j and we 
had the fatisfadion to find that they got fafe and undifcovered to land. 

During the remainder of this night we heard the fame loud howling and lamenta¬ 
tions. Early in the morning we received another vifit from Koah. I mult cornels, l 
was a little piqued to find, that notwithftanding the moll evident marks of treachery 
in his condu£t, and the pofitive teftimony of our triends the priefts, he mould lull be 
permitted to carry on the fame farce, and to make us appear to be the dupes of his 
bypocrify. Indeed our fituation was become extremely awkward and unpromihng » 
none of the purpofesfor which this pacific courfe of proceeding had been adopted 
having hitherto been in the lead forwarded by it. No fatisfaftory anfwer whatever 
had been given to our demands; we did not feem to be at all advanced toward a re- 
conciliation with the iflanders; they Hill kept in force on the lhore, as if determined 
to refill any attempts we might make to land ; and yet the attempt was become abio- 
lutely neceflary, as the completing our fupply of water would not admit of any 

longer delay. . t v 

Elowever it mud be obferved, in judice to the conduct of Captain Clerke, that it 
was very probable, from the great numbers of the natives, and from the refolution 
with which they feemed to expeCt us, an attack could not have been made without 
fotne danger; and that the lofs of a very few men might have been feverely felt by 
us, during the remaining courfe of our voyage. Whereas the delaying the execution 
of our threats, though, on the one hand, it leffened their opinion of our prowefs, had 
the effect of caufing them to difperfe on the other. For this day about noon finding 
us perfid in our inactivity, great bodies of them, after blowing their conchs and 
ufing every mode of defiance, marched off over the hills, and never appeared after¬ 
ward. Thofe however who remained were the not lefe daring and infolent. One 
man had the audacity to come within mufquet-lhot a-head of the fliip ; and, after 
flinging leveral ftones at us, he waved Captain Cook’s hat over his head, whilft his 
countrymen on lhore were exulting, and encouraging his boldnefs. Our people were 
all in a flame at this infult, and, coming in a body on the quarter-deck, begged they 
might no longer be obliged to put up with thefe repeated provocations; and reqnetted 
me to obtain permiflion for them, from Captain Clerke, to avail theinfelves of the 
firft fair occafion of revenging the death of their commander. On my acquainting 
him with what was palling, he gave orders for fome great guns to be fired at the 
natives on lhore; and promifed the crew that, if they Ihould meet with any molefta- 
tion at the watering-place, the next day, they Ihould then be left at liberty to chal- 
tife them. 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that before we could bring our guns to bear, the 
iflanders had fufpeCted our intentions, from the ftir they law in the fliip, and had 
retired behind their houfes and walls. We were therefore obliged to fire in fome 
meafure at random; notwithftanding which, our Ihot produced all the effect that 
could have been defired. For foon after we faw Koah paddling towards us, with 

extreme 
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extreme hafte, and on his arrival we learned that fome people had been killed, and 
among ff the reft, Maiha-Maiha, a principal chief, and a near relation to the king*. 

Soon after the arrival of Koah, two boys fwam off from the Morai toward the fhips, 
having each a long fpear in his hand; and, after they had approached pretty near, 
they began to chant a fong in a very folemn manner j the fubjeft of which, from 
their often mentioning the word Crono, and pointing to the village where Captain 
Cook was killed, we .concluded to be the late calamitous difafter. Having fun o' in a 
plaintive ftrain for about twelve or fifteen minutes, during the whole of which time 
they remained in the water, they went on board the Difcovery, and delivered their 
fpears; and after making a fhort flay, returned on fhore. Who fent them, or what 
was the object of this ceremony, we were never able to learn. 

At night, the ufual precautions were taken for the fecurity of the fhips : and as 
foon as it was dark, our two friends, who had vifited us the night before, came off 
again. 1 hey aflured us that though the effect of our great guns this afternoon had 
terrified the chiefs exceedingly, they had by no means laid afide their hoftile intentions 
and advifed us to be on our guard. 

Xlie next morning, the boats of both fhips were fent afhore for water: and the 
Difcovery was warped clofe to the beach, in order to cover that fervice. We foon 
found that the intelligence which the priefts had fent us, was not without foundation > 
and that the natives were refolved to take every opportunity of annoying us, when it 
could be done without much rifk. ; 6 ’ 11C 

1 hroughout all this group of iflands, the villages, for the moll part, are fituated 
near the: lea; and the adjacent ground is enclofed with Hone walls, about three feet 
high. 1 hefe, we at firft imagined, were intended for the divifion of property ■ but 
we now difcovered that they ferved, and probably were principally defigned, for a 
defence agamft mvafion. They confift of loofe ftones, and the inhabitant are very 
t in * lftmg . them ; W5 , th great q ui cknefs, to fuch fituatiotis as the direction of 
h . lw In tlle / ldes of the mountain, which hangs over the bay, they 

have alio little holes or caves, of confiderable depth, the entrance of which is fecured 

h 2t uT « famG kmd ' From behilld both thefe dances the natives kept per- 
C Y ° Ul ' waterers With ftones i nor could the fmall force we hVon 

wuh the advantage of mufquets, compel them to retreat. 

r r * th f ex P ofed fituation, our people were fo taken up in attending; to their own 
, e the y em P 0 7 ed tlle whole forenoon in filling only one tun of water As it 

,i " ,heir ww”rivenfo a 

w hirh K n D'fccivery was ordered to diflodge them with her great runs * 
ever thenafives^oon f cw d ‘lcharges, the men landed without moleftation. Howl 

^ BU ‘ “ bme rin,e ,heir ferved ftroglf "f 

vince me, that the utmoft precaution is neceffary in trufting, though but for a 

wounding ; and we were afterward tdd 5 tW th* to «*pre& either killing or 
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moment, the difcretionary ufe of arms, in the hands of private featnen or foldiers, on 

fuch occafions. ,, 

Their orders were only to burn a few ftraggkng huts, which afforded fhelter to toe 
natives. We were therefore a good deal fur prized to fee the whole village on fire; 
and before a boat, that was fent to flop the progrefs of the mifclnef, could reach the 
{bore, the houfes of our old and conftant friends, the priefts, were all in flames. I 
cannot enough lament the illnefs that confined me on board this day. Ihe priefts had 
always been under my proteftion; and unluckily, the? officers who were then on duty, 
having been feldom on ffiore at the Moral, were not much acquainted with the circum- 
ftances of the place. Had I been prefent myfelf, I might probably have been the 
means of faving their little fociety from deftrucHon. 

Several of the natives were {hot, in making their efcape from the flames ; and our 
people cut off the heads of two of them, and brought them on board. The fate of 
one poor illander was much lamented by us all. As he was coming to the well for 
■water, he was {hot at by one of the marines. The ball ftruck his calibafli, which he 
immediately threw from him, and fled. He was purfued into one of the caves I have 
before defcribed, and no lion could have defended his den with greater courage and 
fiercenefs ; till at laft, after having kept two of our people at bay for a confiderable 
time, he expired covered with wounds. It was this accident that firft brought us 
acquainted with the ufe of thefe caverns. 

At this time an elderly man was taken prifoner, bound, and fent on board in the 
fame boat with the heads of his two countrymen. I never faw horror fo ftrongly 
pictured as in the face of this man, nor fo violent a tranfition to extravagant joy, as 
when he was untied, and told he might go away in fafety. He {hewed us he did not 
want gratitude, as he frequently afterward returned with prefents of provifions j and 
alfo did us other fervices. 

Soon after the village was deftroyed, we faw coming down the hill, a man, attended 
by fifteen or twenty boys, holding pieces of white cloth, green boughs, plantains, &c. 
in their hands. I knew not how it happened that this peaceful embaffy, as foon as 
they were within reach, received the fire of a party of our men. This however did: 
not flop them. They continued their procefiion, and the officer on duty came up in 
time to prevent a fecond difcharge. As they approached nearer, it was found to be 
our much-efteemed friend Kaireekeea, who had fled on our firft fetting fire to the vil¬ 
lage, and had now returned, and defired to be fent on board the Refolution. 

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly grave and thoughtful. We endea¬ 
voured to make him underftand the neceffity we were under of fetting fire to the 
village, by which his houfe, and thofe of his brethren, were unintentionally confumed. 
He expoftulated a little with us on our want of friendffiip, and on our ingratitude. 
And, indeed, it was not till now that we learnt the whole extent of the injury we had' 
done them. He told us that, relying on the protnifes I had made them, and on the 
affurances they had afterward received from the men, who had brought us the remains 
of Captain Cook, they had not removed their effects back into the country, with the 
reft of the inhabitants, but had put every thing that was valuable of their own, as well 
as what they had colle&ed from us, into a houfe clofe to the Morai, where they had the 
mortification to fee it all fet on fire by ourfelves. 

On coming on board, he had fecn the heads of his countrymen lying on the deck, 
at which he was exceedingly {hocked, and defired with great earneftnefs that they might 
be thrown overboard. This requeft Captain Clerke inftantly ordered to be complied 
with. 
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In the evening, the watering party returned on board, having met with no farther 
interruption. We pafled a gloomy night j the cries and lamentations we heard on. 
fhore being far more dreadful than ever. Our only confolation was, the hope that 
we Ihould have no occafion in future for a repetition of fuch feverities. 

It is very extraordinav, that amidft all thefe difturbances the women of the ifland 
who were on board, never offered to leave us, nor difcovered the fmalleft apprehenfions 
either for themfelvesor their friends alhore. So entirely unconcerned did they appear, 
that fome of them, who were on deck when the town was in flames, feemed to admire 
the fight, and frequently cried out that it was maitai, or very fine. 

The next morning, Koah came oft as ufual to the fhips. As there exifted no longer 
any neceflity for keeping terms with him, I was allowed to have my own way. When 
he approached toward the fide of the (hip, finging his fong, and offering me a hog, 
and fome plantains, I ordered him to ketep oft, cautioning him never to appear again 
without Captain Cook’s bones, left his life fhould pay the forfeit of his frequent 
breach of promife. He did not appear much mortified with this reception, but went 
immediately on fliore, and joined a party of his countrymen, who were pelting the 
waterers with (tones. The body of the young man who had been killed the day 
before, was found this morning, lying at the entrance of the cave; and fome of our 
people went and threw a mat over it. Soon after which they faw fome men carrying' 
him off on their fhoulders, and could hear them finging, as they marched, a mournful 
fong. 

The natives being at laft convinced that it was not the want of ability to punifli them, 
which had hitherto made us tolerate their provocations, defifted from giving us any 
farther moleftation; and in the evening, a chief called Eappo, who had feldom vifited 
us, but whom we knew to be a man of the very fir ft confequence, came with prefents 
from Terreeoboo to fue for peace. Thefe prefents were received, and he was difmiffed 
with the fame anfwer which had before been given, that until the remains of Captain 
Cook fhould be reftored, no peace would be granted. We learned from this perfon 
that the flefh of all the bodies of our people, together with the bones of the trunks, 
had been burnt; that the limb-bones of the marines had been divided amongft the 
inferior chiefs j and that thofe of Captain Cook had been difpofed of in the following 
manner: the head to a great chief called Kahoo-opeon ; the hair to Maiha-Maiha; 
and the legs, thighs, and arms to Terreeoboo. After it was dark, many of the inha¬ 
bitants came off with roots and other vegetables $ and we alfo received two large pre¬ 
fents of the fame articles from Kaireekeea. 

The 19th was chiefly taken up in fending and receiving the meffages which paffed 
between Captain Clerke and Terreeoboo. Eappo was very prefling that one of our 
officers fhould go on fhore; and in the mean time offered to remain as aft hoftage on 
board. This requeft, however, it was not thought proper to comply with ; and he 
left us with a promife of bringing the bones next day. At the beach the waterers 
did not meet with the lead oppofition from the natives; who, notwithftanding our 
cautious behaviour, came amongft us again, without the fmalleft appearance of diffidence . 
or apprehenfion. 

Early in the morning of the 20th, we had the fatisfaction of getting the foremafl: 
ftepped. It was an operation attended with great difficulty, and fome danger; our 
ropes being fo exceeding rotten that the purchafe gave way feveral times. 

Between ten and eleven o’clock, we faw a great number of people defcending the 
hill, which is over the beach, in a kind of proceffion, each man carrying a fugar-cane 
or two on his lhoulders, and bread-fruit, taro, and plantains in his hand. They were 
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preceded by two drummers ; who, when they came to the wafer-fide, fat down by a 
white flag, and began to beat their drums, while thofe who had followed them advanced 
one by one; and having deposited the prefents they had brought, retired in the fame 
order. Soon after, Eappo came in fight, in his long feathered cloak, bearing fomething 
with great foleinnity in his hands; and having placed himfelf on a rock, made figns 
for a boat to be lent him. 

Captain Clerke, conjecturing that he had brought the bones of Captain Cook, 
which proved to be the faft, went hitnfdf in the pinnace to receive them; and ordered 
me to attend him in the cutter. When we arrived at the beach, Eappo came into the 
pinnace, and delivered to the captain the bones wrapped up in a large quantity of fine 
new cloth, and covered with a fpotted cloak of black and white feathers. He after- - 
wards attended us to the Refolution, but could not be prevailed upon to go on board; 
probably not chafing, from a fenfe of decency, to be prefent at the opening of the 
bundle. We found in it both the hands of Captain Cook entire, which were well 
known from a remarkable fear on one of them, that divided the thumb from the fore¬ 
finger, the whole length of the metacarpal bone ; the fkull, but with the fcalp feparated 
from it, and the bones that form the face wanting ; the fcaip with the hair upon it 
cut fhort, and the ears adhering to it; the bones of both arms, with the fkin of the 
fore-arms hanging to them ; the thigh and leg*bones joined together, but without the 
feet. The ligaments of the joints were entire ; and the whole bore evident marks of 
having been in the fire, except the hands, which had the fiefli left upon them, and 
were cut in feveral places, and crammed with fait, apparently with an intention of 
preferving them. The fcalp had a cut in the back part of it, but the Ikull was free 
from any fradture. The lower jaw and feet, which were wanting, Eappo told us, had 
been feized by different chiefs, and that Terreeoboo was ufing every means to recover 
them. 

The next morning, Eappo, and the King’s fon, came on board, and brought with 
them the remaining bones of Captain Cook; the barrels of his gun, his fhoes, and 
fome other trifles that belonged to him. Eappo took great pains to convince us, that 
Terreeoboo, Maiha-Maiha, and himfelf, were mofl heartily defirous of peace; that they 
bad given the mod convincing proof of it in their power; and that they had been 
prevented from giving it fooner by the other chiefs, many of whom were (till our 
enemies. He lamented, with the greateft for row, the death of fix chiefs we had killed, 
fome of whom, he faid, were among!! our beft friends. The cutter, he told us, was 
taken away by Pareea’s people; very probably in revenge for the blow that had been 
given him ; and that it had been broken up the next day. The arms of the marines, 
which we had aifo demanded, he affured us had been carried off by the common 
people, and were irrecoverable; the bones of the chief alone having been preferved* 
as belonging to Terreeoboo and the Erees. 

Nothing now remained but to perform the laff offices to our great and unfortunate 
commander. Eappo was diftoiffed with orders to taboo all the bay ; and, in the after¬ 
noon, the bones having been put into a coffin, and the fervice read over them, they 
were committed to the deep with the ufuai military honours. What our feelings were 
on this oecafion, I leave the world to conceive; thofe who were prefent know that it 
is not in my power to exprefs them. 

During the forenoon of the 22d, not a canoe was feen paddling in the bay; the 
taboo, which Eappo had laid on it the day before at our requeft, not being yet taken 
off. At length Eappo came off to us. We affured him that we were now entirely 
fatisfied; and that as the Orono was buried* all remembrance of what had paffed was 
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buried with him. We afterwards defired him to take off the taboo, and to make it 
known that l he people might bring their provifions as ufual. The (hips were foon 
furrounded with canoes, and many of the chiefs came on board, exprefling great forrow 
at what had happened, and their farisfaction at our reconciliation. Several of our 
friends, who did not vifit us, fent prefents of large hogs, and other provifions. Amongft 
the reft came the old treacherous Koah, but was refufed admittance. 

As we had now every thing ready for fea, about eight o’clock this evening we dif- 
miffed all the natives; Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea, took an affectionate leave 
of us. We immediately weighed, and flood out of the bay. The natives were col¬ 
lected on the Ihore in great numbers; and, as we paffed along, received our laft fare¬ 
wells with every mark of affe£tion and good-will. 

We got clear of the land about ten on the 22d, and hoifting in the boats, ftood to 
the northward. 

In the afternoon of the 24th, the weather being calm, with light airs from the weft,, 
we ftood on to the north-north-weft ; but at funfet, observing a Ihoal ftretching from 
the weft point of Mowee toward the middle of the pafl’age, we tacked, and flood 
toward the fouth. 

The fouth-weft fide of this ifland, which we now had paffed without being able to 
get near the Ihore, forms the fame diftant view with the north-eaft, as feen on our 
return from the north in November 1778, the mountainous parts, which are connected 
by a low, fiat ifthmus, appearing at fir ft like two feparate iflands. 

On the 27th, we got to the windward of Woahoo, an ifland we had feen at our firft 
vifit. Between the north point and a diftant headland, which we faw to the fouth- 
weft, the land bends inward confiderably, and appeared likely to afford a good road. . 
At a quarter paft two the fight of a fine river, running through a deep valley, induced 
us to come to an anchor in thirteen fathoms water, with a Tandy bottom. In the after¬ 
noon, I attended the two captains on fhore, where we found but few natives, and thofe 
moftly women ; the men, they told us, were gone to Morotoi to fight Tahyterree; but 
that their chief Perreeoranee, who had flayed behind, would certainly vifit us, as foon 
as he heard of our arrival. 

We were much difappuinted to find the water had a brackiffi tafte, for two hun¬ 
dred yards up the river, owing to the inarffiy ground through which it empties itfelf 
into the fea. 

As the watering at this place would have been attended with great labour. Captain 
Clerke determined, without farther lofs of time, to proceed to Atooi., On the 28th, 
we bore away for that ifland, which we were in fight of by noon; and about fun-fet, 
were off its ealtern extremity. 

We paffed the night in plying on and off, and at nine the next morning, came to 
an anchor in twenty-five fathoms water. 

We had no l'ooner anchored in our old ftation, than feveral canoes came alongfide of 
us; but we could obf'erve, that they did not welcome us with the fame cordiality 
in their manner, and latisfaftion in their countenances, as when we were here before. . 
As foon as they got on board, one of the men began to tell us that we had left 
a diforder amongft their women, of which feveral'perfons of both fexes had died. 

Our principal object here was to water the fliips with the utmoft expedition; and I 
was fent on Ihore early in the afternoon. The gunner of the Refohition accompanied 
me to trade for provifions; and we had a guard of five marines. We found a con- 
fiderable number of people colle&ed upon the beach, who received us at firft with great 
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kmdnefs; but as fooo as we had got the calks on fliore, began to be exceedingly 
troublefome. It was with great difficulty I was able to form a circle, according to our 
ufual practice, for the convenience of our trading party; and had no fooner done it, 
than I faw a man laying hold of the bayonet of one of the foldiers, mufquets, and 
endeavouring with all his force to wrench it out of his hand* On my coming up to 
them* ihe native let go his hold and retired; but returned in a moment* with a fpear 
in one hand and a dagger in the other j and his countrymen had much ado to 
reftrain him from trying his prowefs with the foIdler* 1 his fray was occafioned by 
the latter’s having given the man a flight prick with his bayonet, in order to make 
him keep without the line* 

I now perceived that our fituation required great drcumfpeCHon and management; 
and accordingly gave the ftri&eft orders that no one fhouid fire, nor have recourfe to 
any other act of violence* without pofitive commands* As foon as I had given thefe 
directions* I was called to the afliftance of the watering party* where I found the 
natives equally inclined to mifchief. They had demanded from our people a large 
hatchet for every calk of water; and this not being complied with, they would not fuffer 
the failors to roll them down to the boats* 

I had no fooner joined them* than one of the natives advanced up to me with great 
infolence, and made the fame claim, I told him that as a friend, I was very willing to 
prefent him with a hatchet* but that I fhouid certainly carry off the water, without 
paying any thing for it; and I immediately ordered the pinnace-men to proceed in 
their bufinefs, and called three marines from the traders to protect them* 

Though this fhew of fpirit fucceeded fo far as to make the natives defift from any 
open attempt to interrupt us, they ftill continued to behave in the moll teafing and 
provoking manner, Whit ft fome of them, under pretence of afllfting the men in 
rolling down the calks, turned them out of their courfe, and gave them a wrong 
direftion, others were Healing the hats from off the failors' heads, pulling them back¬ 
ward by their clothes, or tripping up their heels \ the whole crowd, all this time, 
fliouting and laughing, with a ftrange mixture of childilhnefs and malice. They 
afterwards found means to fteal the cooper’s bucket, and took away his bag by force; 
but the objects they were moft eager to poffefs themfelves of, were the mufquets of 
the marines, who were every inftant complaining of their attempts to force them out 
of their hands* Though they continued for the moft part, to pay great deference and 
refpeCt to me, yet they did not fuffer me to efcape without contributing my (hare to their 
flock of plunder. One of them came up to me with a familiar air, and with great 
management diverted my attention, whilft another, wrenching the hanger, which I 
held carelefsly in my hand, from me, ran off with it like lightning* 

It was in vain to think of repelling this indolence by force; guarding therefore againft 
its effeCts, in the beft manner we were able, we had nothing to do but to fubmit 
patiently to it* My apprehenfions were however a little alarmed, by the information 
I foon after received from the ferjeant of marines, who told me that, turning fuddenly 
round, he faw a man behind me, holding a dagger in the pofirion of ftriking. As our 
people were feparated into three fmall parties, one at the lake, filling calks, another 
rolling them down to the ftiore, and the third at fome diftance, purchafmg provifions ; 
it had once occurred to me that it might be proper to collett them ail together, and to 
execute and protect one duty at a time. But on fecond thoughts, I judged it more 
advifeable to let them continue where they were. In cafe of a real attack, our whole 
force, however advantageoufly difpofed, could have made but a poor refinance* On 
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the other hand, I thought it of fome confequence to fliew the natives we were under no 
fears; and what was Mil more material, the crowd was by this means kept divided, and 
a confiderable part of them fully employed in bartering provifions. 

While we were getting the calks into the launch, the natives perceiving the oppor¬ 
tunity of plundering would foon be over, became every moment more daring and 
infolent. On this occafion, I was indebted to the ferjeant of marines tor fuggefting to 
me the advantage that would arife from fending off his party firft into the boats j by 
which means, the mufquets of the foldiers, which, as I have already mentioned, were 
the objects the iflanders had principally in view, would be removed out of their reach ; 
and, in cafe of an attack, the marines themfelves might be employed more effectually 
in our defence than if they were on fliore. * 

We had now got every thing into the boats, and only the gunner, a Teaman of the 
boat’s crew, and myfelf, remained on fliore. As the pinnace lay beyond the furf, 
through which we were obliged to fwim, I told them to make the beft of their way to 
it, and that I Ihould follow them. 

With this order I was furprized to find them both refufe to comply, and the con-- 
fequence was a conteft amongft us, who fiiould be the laft on fliore. It feems that fpme 
hafty words I had juft before ufed to the failor, which he thought reflected on his 
courage, was the caufe of this odd fancy in him; and the old gunner finding a point of 
honour ftarted, thought he could not well avoid taking a part in it. In this ridiculous 
fituation we might have remained fome time, had not our difpute been foon fettled by 
the ftones that began to fly about us, and by the cries of the people from the boats to 
make hafte, as the natives were following us into the water with clubs and fpears. I 
reached the fide of the pinnace firft, and finding the gunner was at To me diftance behind, 
and not yet entirely out of danger, I called out to the marines to fire one mufquet. 

In the hurry of executing my orders they fired two; and when I got into the boat, 

I faw the natives running away, and one man with a woman fitting by him, left behind 
on the beach. The man made feveral attempts to rife, without being able; and it was 
with much regret, I perceived him to be wounded in the groin. The natives foon- 
after returned and fur rounded the wounded man, brandiffied their fpears and daggers 
at us with an air of threatening and defiance; but before we reached the fliips, we 
faw fome perfons, whom we fuppofed to be the chiefs, now arrived, driving them away 
from the fliore. 

During our abfence. Captain Clerke had been under the greateft anxiety for our 
fafety. And thefe apprehenfions were confiderably increafed, from his having entirely 
miftaken the drift of the converfation he had held with fome natives who had been on 
board. The frequent mention of the name of Captain Cook, with other ftrong and 
circumftantial deicriptions of death and deftruftion, made him conclude that the 
knowledge of the unfortunate events at Owhyhee had reached them,, and that thefe were ' 
what they alluded to; whereas all they had in view was to make known to him the 
wars that had arifen, in confequence of the goats that Captain Cook had left at Qnee- 
heow, and the flaughter of the poor goats themfelves, during the ftruggle for the 
property of them. Captain Clerke, applying this earneftnefs of converfation, and thefe 
terrible reprefentations, to our calamitous tranfa&ions at Owhyhee, and to an indication 
of revenge, kept his telefcope fixed upon us, and the moment he faw the fmoke of the 
mufquets, ordered the boats to be manned and armed, and to put off to our affiftance. 

The next morning, March 2d, I was again ordered on fliore with the watering- 
party. The rifk we had run the preceding clay, determined Captain Clerke to fend a 
confiderable force from both fliips for our guard, amounting in all to forty men under- 
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arms. This precaution, however, was now unneceflary •, for we found the beach left 
entirely to ourfelves, and the ground between the landing place and the lake tabooed 
with fmall white flags. We concluded, from this appearance, that fome of the chiefs 
had certainly vifited this quarter; and that, not being able to flay, they had kindly and 
eonliderately taken this Hep for our greater fecurity and convenience. We faw feveral 
men armed with long fpears and daggers on the other fide of the river on the right, 
but they did not offer to give us the leaft moleftation. Their women came over and 
■fat down on the banks clofe by us, and at noon we prevailed on fome of the men to 
bring hogs and roots for our people, and to drefs them for us. As foon as we had 
left the beach they came down to the fea-fide, and one of them threw a ftone at us; 
but his conduft, Teeming to be highly difapproved of by all the reft, we did not think 
it proper to fliew any refentment. 

The next day we completed our watering without meeting with any material diffi¬ 
culty. On our return to the fliips, we found that feveral chiefs had been on board, 
and had made excufes for the behaviour of their countrymen, attributing their riotous 
conduct to the quarrels which fubfifted at that time, amongfl: the principal people of the 
.ifland. The quarrel had rifen about the goats we had left at Oneeheow the laft year ; 
the right of property in which was claimed by Toneoneo, on the pretence of that 
ifiand’s being a dependency of his. 

This, and the two following days, were employed on fhore in completing the Dif- 
covery’s water; and the carpenters were bufy on board in caulking the fhips, and in 
making other preparations for our next cruife. The natives defifled from giving 
us any further diflurbance, and we procured from them a plentiful fupply of pork and 
vegetables. 

At this time an Indian brought a piece of iron on board the Difcovery to be fafliioned 
into the thape of a pabooa. It was carefully examined both by the officers and men, 
and appeared to be the bolt of fome large fhip timbers; but they were not able to 
difcover to what nation it belonged. 

On the 7th, we were furprized with a vifit from Toneoneo. When he heard the 
dowager princefs was in the fhip, it was with great difficulty we could prevail on him 
to come on board, not from any apprehenfions that he appeared to entertain of his 
fafety, but from an unwillingnefs to fee her. Their meeting was with fulky and lowering 
■looks on both tides. He flayed but a fliort time, and feemed much dejefted ; but we 
remarked, with fome furprife, that the women, both at his coming and going away, 
prof!rated theinfelves before him ; and that he was treated by all the natives on board 
with the refpe& ufually paid to thofe of his rank. Indeed it mull appear fomewhat 
extraordinary, that a perfon who was at this time in a ftate of actual hoflifity with 
Teavee’s party, and was even prepared for another battle, fhould truft hiinfelf almoft 
alone within the power of his enemies. 

On the 8th, at nine in the morning, we weighed and failed toward Oneeheow; and 
at three in the afternoon, anchored in twenty fathoms water, nearly on the fame fpot 
as in the year 1778. 

On the 12th, the weather being moderate, the rnafter was fent to the north-weft 
fide of the ifland to look for a more convenient place for anchoring. He returned 
in the evening, having found a fine bay with good anchorage; alfo to the eaflward 
were four finail wells of good water; the road to them level, and fit for rolling 
calks. 

As we were now about to take our final leave of the Sandwich iflands, it will not be 
improper to introduce here fome general account of them, particularly Owhyhee. 
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This group con fids of eleven iflands. They are called by the natives; 1. Owhyhee. 
2. Mowee. 3. Ranai, or Ornai. 4. Morotinnee, or Morokinne. 5. Kahowrowee, or 
Tahoorowa. 6. Morotoi, or Morokoi. 7. Woahoo, or Oahoo. 8. Atooi, Atowi, 
or Towi, and fometimes Kowi. 9. Neeheehow, or Oneeheow. 10. Oreehoua, or 
Reehoua ; and 11, Tahoora; and are all inhabited, except Morotinnee and Tahoora. 
Befidesthe iflands above enumerated, we were told by the Indians, that there is another 
called Modoopapapa, or Komodoopapapa, which is low and fandy, and vifited only for 
the purpofe of catching turtle and fea-fowl. 

They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwich Iflands, in honour of the Earl of 
Sandwich, under whofe adminiftration he had enriched geography with fo many fplendid 
and important difcoveries; a tribute juftly due to that noble perfon for the liberal 
fupport thefe voyages derived from his power, in whatever could extend their utility, 
or promote their fuccefs; for the zeal with which he feconded the views of that great 
navigator ; and, if I may be allowed to add the voice of private gratitude, for the 
generous protection, which, fince the death of their unfortunate commander, he has 
afforded all the officers that ferved under him. 

Owhyhee, the eafternmoft, and by much the largeft of thefe iflands, is of a triangular 
fhape, and nearly equilateral. Its greateft length is 2-Sf leagues; its breadth is 24 
leagues; and it is about 255 geographical, or 293 Engliffi miles in circumference. 

The coaft to the north-eaff, which forms the eaftern extremity of the ifland, is low 
and flat; the acclivity of the inland parts is very gradual, and the whole country covered 
with cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees. This, as far as we could judge, is the fineft part 
of the ifland, and we were afterward told that the King had a place of refidence here. 
On doubling the eaft point of this ifland, we faw a mountain called Mouna Roa, 
winch is fuppofed to be at leaft 16,020 feet high, which exceeds the height of the 
Pico de Teyde, or Peak of Teneriffe, by 724 feet, according to Dr. Heberden’s 
computation. 

The coaft of Kaoo prefents a profpect of themoft horrid and dreary kind: the whole 
country appearing to have undergone a total change, from the efte&s of fome dreadful 
convvdfion. The ground is every where covered with cinders, and interfered in many 
places with black ftreaks, which feem to mark the courfe of a lava that has flowed, 
not many ages back, from the mountain Roa to the ffiore. The fouthern promontory 
looks like the mere dregs of a volcano. The projecting headland is compofed of broken 
and craggy rocks, piled irregularly on one another, and terminating in ffiarp points. 

The neighbouring fea abounds with a variety of moft excellent fiftt, with which, as 
welt as with other provifions, we were always plentifully fuppiied. Off this part of 
the coaft we could find no ground at lefs than a cable’s length from the ffiore, with a 
hundred and fixty fathoms of line, excepting in a fmall bight to the eaftward of the 
fouth point. 

The quadrupeds in thefe, as in all the other iflands that have been difcovered in the 
South Sea, are confined to three forts, dogs, hogs, and rats. The dogs are of the 
fame fpecies with thofe of Otaheire, having ffiort crooked legs, long backs, and pricked 
ears. I did not obferve any variety in them, except in their lkins; fome having long 
and rough hair, and others being quite fmoath. They are about the fize of a common 
turnfpit; exceedingly fluggifh in their nature; though perhaps this may be more 
owing to the manner in which they are treated, than to any natural difpofition in them. 
They are in general fed and left to herd with the hogs; and I do not recollect one 
inftance in which a dog was made a companion in the manner we do in Europe. In¬ 
deed, the cuftom of earing them is an infuperable bar to their admiflion into fociety ; 
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and as there are neither beafts of prey in the ifland, nor objects of chace, it is pro* 
babie that the focial qualities of die dog, its fidelity, attachment, and fagacity, will 
remain unknown to the natives* 

The number of dogs in tl^efe iflands did not appear to be nearly equal in proportion 
to thofe in Otaheite. But, on the other hand* they abound much more in hogs; 
and the breed is of a larger and weightier kind, The fupply of provifions oi this 
kind, which we got from them, was really aftoni fifing. We were near four months 
either eruifing off the coaft, or in harbour at Qwhyhee* During all this time, a large 
allowance of frefli pork was conftantly ferved to both crews ; fo that our confumption 
was computed at about fixty puncheons of five hundred weight each* Belides’ this, 
and the incredible walte, which, in the mid ft of fuch plenty, was not to be guarded 
againft, fixty puncheons more were failed for fea-ftore. The greateft part of this 
fupply was drawn from the ifland of Qwhyhee alone, and yet we could not perceive 
that it was at all drained, or even that the abundance had any way decrcafed. 

The birds of thefe iflands are as beautiful as any we have feen during the voyage, 
and are numerous, though not various- There are four which feem to belong to the 
trochili, or honey-fuckers of Linnaeus; one of which is fomething larger than a bull¬ 
finch ; its colour is a fine gloffy black, the rump-vent^ and thighs a deep yellow. It is 
called by the natives Hoohoo- Another is of an exceeding bright fcarlet colour ; the 
wings black, and edged with white; and the tail black; its native name is Eeeeve P 
A third, which feems to be either a young bird, or a variety of the foregoing, is varie¬ 
gated with red, brown, and yellow. The fourth is entirely green, with a tinge of 
yellow, and is called Akaiarooa. There is a fpecies of thrufh, with a grey breaft ; and 
a fmali bird of the fly-catcher kind ; a rail, with very fhort wings and no tail, which, 
on that account, we named Ralius ecaudatus. Ravens are found here, but they are 
very fcarce ; their colour is dark brown, inclining to black; and their note is different 
from the European. Here are two fmali birds both of one genus, that are very com¬ 
mon; one is red, and generally feen about the cocoa-nut trees, particularly when they 
are in flower, from whence it feems to derive great part of its fubftftence ; the other 
is green ; the tongues of both are long and ciliated, or fringed at the tip. A bird with 
a yellow head, which, from the ftructurc of its beak, we called a parroquet, is like- 
wife very common. It, however, by no means belongs to that tribe, but greatly re- 
fembles the Lexia flavicans, or yellowifh crofsbill of Linnaeus. 

Here are alfo owls, plovers of two forts, one very like the whiffling plover of Eu¬ 
rope; a large white pigeon bird with a long tail, whole colour is black, the vent 
and feathers under the wing (which is much longer than is ufually feen in the gene¬ 
rality of birds, except the birds of paradife) are yellow; and the common water or 
darker hen. 

The inhabitants of the Sandwich iflands are undoubtedly of [he fame race with 
thofe of New Zealand, the Society and Friendly Iflands, Eaffer Ifland, and the Mar- 
quefaSi This fafl:, which, extraordinary as it is, might be thought fufHciently proved 
by the finking fimilarity of their manners and cuftoms, and the general relemblance 
of their perlons is effabliflied beyond all controverfy by the ablolute identity of their 
language. 

From what continent they originally emigrated, and by what fteps they have fpread 
through fo faff a fpace, thofe who are curious in d[fquifitions of this nature, may per¬ 
haps not find it very difficult to conjecture. It has been already oblerved, that they 
bear ffrong marks of affinity to feme of the Indian tribes that inhabit the Ladrones and 
Caroline iflands ; and the fame affinity may again be traced among ft the Battas and the 
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Malays. When thefe events happened, it is not fo eafy to afcertain ; It was probably 
not very lately, as they are extremely populous, and have no tradition of their own 
origin, but what is perfectly fabulous; whilft on the other hand, the unadulterated 
Hate of their general language, and the fimplicity which ftill prevails in their cuftoms 
and manners, feems to indicate that it could not have been at any very diftunc 
period. 

The natives of thefe iflands are in general above the middle fize, and well made ; 
they walk very gracefully, run nimbly, and are capable of bearing great fatigue; 
though, upon the whole, the men are fomewhat inferior, in point of ftrength and 
activity, to the Friendly iflanders, and the women lefs delicately limbed than thofe of 
Otaheite. Their complexion is rather darker than that of the Otaheiteans, and they 
are not altogether fo handfome a people. However, many of both fexes had fine 
open countenances; and the women in particular had good eyes and teeth, and a 
fweetnefs and fenfibility of look, which rendered them very engaging. Their hair is 
a brownilh black, and neither uniformly ftraight, like that of the Indians of America, 
nor uniformly curling, as among!!: the African negroes, but varying in this refpect, 
like the hair of Europeans. One finking peculiarity, in the features of every part of 
this great nation, I do not remember to have feen any where mentioned; which is 
that, even in the handfomeft faces, there is always a fulnefs of the noflril, without any 
flatnefs or fpreading of the nofe, that diftinguilhes them from Europeans. It is nor 
improbable that this may be the effect of their ufual mode of falutation, which is 
performed by prefling the ends of their nofes together. 

The fame fuperiority that is obfervable in the perfons of the Erees, through all the 
other iflands, is found alfo here. Thofe whom we faw were, without exception, per¬ 
fectly well formed ; whereas the low'er fort, befides their general inferiority, are fub- 
jedt to all the variety of make and figure that is feen in the populace of other countries. 
Infiances of deformity are more frequent here than in any of the other iflands. Whilft 
we were cruifing off Owhyhee, two dwarfs came on board, one an old man, four feet 
two inches high, but exactly proportioned, and the other a woman, nearly of the 
fame height. We afterwards faw three natives, who were hump-backed, and a young 
man, bom without hands or feet. Squinting is alfo very common amongft them ; and 
a man who they faid had been bom blind, was brought to us to be cured. Befides 
thefe particular imperfections, they are in general very fubject to boils and ulcers, 
which we attributed to the great quantity of fait they eat with their flefh and fifh. The 
Erees are very free from thefe complaints ; but many of them fuffer ftill more dreadful 
efiefts from the immoderate ufe of the ava. Thofe who were the moft affected by it, 
had their bodies covered with a white fcurf, their eyes red and inflamed, their limbs 
emaciated, the whole frame trembling and paralytic, accompanied with a disability to 
raife the head. Though this drug does not appear univerfally to fhorten life, as was 
evident from the cafes of Terreeoboo, Kaoo, and fame other chiefs, who were very 
old men, yet it invariably brings on an early and decrepid old age. It is fortunate that 
the ufe of it is made one of the peculiar privileges of the chiefs. The young fon of 
I erreeoboo, who was about twelve years old, ufed to boaft of his being admitted to 
drink ava, and fhewed us, with great triumph, a fmall fpot in his fide that was growing 
fcalv. 

I here is fomething very Angular in the hiftory of this pernicious drug. When 
Cap'ain Cook firft vifited the Society Iflands, it was very little known among them. 
On his fecond voyage, he found the ufe of it very prevalent at Ulieteaj but it had 
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Jlill gained very little ground at Otahelte* When we were laft there, the dreadful 
havock it had made was beyond belief, infomuch that the captain fcarce knew many of his 
old acquaintances. At the Friendly Iflands, it is alfo canftantly drunk by the chiefs, 
but fo much diluted with water, that it does not appear to produce any bad effects. At 
Atooi alfo it is ufed with great moderation, and the chiefs are in confequence a much 
finer fet of men there than in any of the neighbouring iflands, Our good friends, 
Kaireekeea and old Kaoo, were perfuaded by us to refrain from it $ and they recovered 
amazingly during the Ihort time we afterward remained in the ifland. 

Not with (landing the irreparable lofs we fuffered from the hidden refentment and 
violence of thefe people, yet, in juftice to their general condudt, it mail be acknow¬ 
ledged that they are of the moft mild and affe&ionate difpofition ; equally remote from 
the extreme levity and field enefs of the Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and re- 
ferve of the inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands.' They appear to live in the utrnoll 
harmony and friendfhip with one another. The women who had children, were re¬ 
markable for their tender and conftant attention to them; and the men would often, 
lend their afiifiance in thofe domeflie offices, with a willingnefs that ddes credit £0 their 
feelings. 

It mull however be obferved, that they fall very ftiort of the other iflanders, m 
that bed teft of civilization, the refpefl paid to the women. Here they are not only 
deprived of the privilege of eating with the men, but the bell forts of food are tabooed, 
or forbidden them. They are not allowed to eat pork, turtle, feveral kinds of fifh, 
and fome fpecies of the plantains; and we were told that a poor girl got a terrible 
beating for having eaten, on board our fhip, one of thefe interdicted articles. In their 
domeflie life, they appear to live almofl by themfelves, and though we did not obferve 
any inftances of pcrfonal ill-treatment, yet it was evident they had little regard or 
attention paid them* 

The great hofpitalitv and kindnefs with which we were received by them, have 
been already frequently remarked* The old people never failed of receiving us with 
tears of joy ; feerned highly gratified with being allowed to touch us, and were con* 
flantly making companions between themfelves and us, with the ftrongeft marks of 
humility. The young women were not lefs kind and engaging ; and till they found, 
notwithftaiiding our utmoft endeavours to prevent it, that they had reafonto repent o£ 
our acquaintance, attached themfelves to us without the lead referve. 

In juftice however to the fex, it mu ft be obferved that thefe ladies were probably 
all of the lower ckfs of the people j for 1 am ft rang ly inclined to believe, that ex¬ 
cepting the lew whole names are mentioned in the courfe of our narrative, we did 110c 
fee any women of rank during our ft ay among ft them. 

Their natural capacity feems in no refped below the common ftandard of mankind. 
The eager curiofity with which they attended the armourer's forge, and the many 
expedients they had invented, even before we left the iflands, for working the iron 
they had procured from us, into fiich forms as were beft adapted to their purpofes,, 
were ftrong proofs of docility and ingenuity. 

We met with two inftances of perfons dbordered in their minds; the one a man at 
O why bee, the other a woman at Gneeheow. It appeared, from the particular at¬ 
tention and refpefl paid to them, that the opinion of their being infpired by the divinity* 
which obtains among moft of the nations of the Eaff, is alfo received here. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands differ from thofe of the Friendly lfles, in fullering, 
aimed: univerfally, their beards to grow* There were indeed a few, amongft whom 
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was the old King, that cut it off entirely, and others that wore it only upon the upper 
lip. The fame variety, in the manner of wearing the hair, is alfo obfervable here, as 
among the other iflanders of the South Sea; befides which, they have a fafhion, as 
far as we know, peculiar to themfelves. They cut it clofe on each fide of the head 
down to the cars. 

Both fexes wear necklaces made $f firings of fmall variegated Ihells; and an orna¬ 
ment, in the form of the handle of a cup, about two inches long, and half an inch 
broad, made of wood, ftone, or ivory finely poliflied, which is hung about the neck 
by fine threads of twifted hair, doubled fomedmes an hundred fold. In (lead of this 
ornament, fome of them wear on their brealt a fmall human figure, made of bone, 
fufpended in the fame manner. 

The cuftom of tattowing the body, they hav r e in common with the reft of the natives 
of the South Sea iflands ; but it is only at New Zealand, and the Sandwich iflands, 
that they tattow the face. They have a Angular cuftom amongft them, the meaning of 
which we could never learn — that of tattowing the tip of the tongues of the females. 

The drefs of the men generally confifts only of a piece of thick cloth c?dled the maro, 
about ten or twelve inches broad, which they pafs between the legs, and tie round the 
waift. This is the common drefs of all ranks of people. Their mats, fome of which 
are beautifully manufactured, are of various fizes, but moftly about five feet long and 
four broad. Thefe they throw over their fhoulders, and bring forward before; but 
they are feldom ufed, except in time of war, for which purpofe they feetn better 
adapted than for ordinary ufe, being of a thick and cumberfome texture, and capable 
of breaking the blow of a ftone, or any blunt weapon. Their feet are generally bare, 
except when they have occafion to travel over the burnt ftones, when they fecure them 
with a fort of fandal, made of cords, twifted from the fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is 
the ordinary drefs of thefe iflanders; but they have another, appropriated to their 
chiefs, and ufed on ceremonious occasions, confifting of a feathered cloak and helmet, 
which, in point of beauty and magnificence, is perhaps nearly equal to that of any nation 
in the world. Thefe cloaks are made of different lengths in proportion to the rank 
of the wearer, fome of them reaching no lower than the middle, others trailing on the 
ground. The inferior chiefs have alfo a fliort cloak, refembling the former, made of 
the long-tail feathers of the cock, the tropic and man-of-war birds, with a broad border 
of the fmall red and yellow feathers, and a collar of the fame. 

Thefe feathered dreffes feemed to be exceedingly fcarce, being appropriated to perfons 
of the higheft rank, and worn by the men only. 

The exaft refemblance between this habit, and the cloak and helmet formerly worn 
by the Spaniards, was too ftriking not to excite our curiofity to inquire, whether there 
were any probable grounds for fuppofing it to have been borrowed from them. After 
exerting every means in our power of obtaining information on this fubjecf, we found 
that they had no immediate knowledge of any other nation whatever, nor any tradition 
remaining among them of thefe iflands having been ever vifited before by fiich fliips 
as ours. 

The common drefs of the women bears a clofe refemblance to that of the men. 
They wrap round the waift a piece of cloth that reaches half way down the thighs, 
and fometimes in the cool of the evening they appeared with loofe pieces of fine 
cloth thrown over their fhoulders, like the women of Otaheite. The pau is another 
drefs very frequently worn by the younger part of the fex. It is made of the thinneft 
and fineft fort of cloth, wrapt feveral times round the waift, and defcending to the leg, 
fo as to have the appearance of a full fliort petticoat. 

Their 
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Their necklaces are made of lhelI$,or of a hard, finning, red berry* Befides which* 
they wear wreaths of dried flowers of the Indian mallow ; and another beautiful 
ornament, called eraie, which is generally put about the neck, but is fometimes tied 
like a garland round the hair, and fometimes worn in both thefe ways at once* It is a 
ruff, of the thicknefs of a finger, made in a curious manner of exceedingly fmall 
feathers, woven lb clofe together, as to form a furface as imooth as that of the richeft 
velvet- The ground was generally of a red colour, with alternate circles of green, 
yellow, and black. 

At Atooi feme of the women wore little figures of the turtle, neatly formed of wood 
or ivory, tied on their fingers in the manner we wear rings- W hy this animal is thus 
particularly diftinguifhed, I leave to the conjectures of the curious* 

There remains to be mentioned another ornament (if fuch it may be called)- It is 
a kind of malk, made of a large gourd, with holes cut in it for the eyes and nofe. The 
top was ftuck full of final! green twigs, which, at a diftance, had the appearance of an 
elegant waving plume ; and from the lower part hung narrow ftripes of cloth, re¬ 
turn b ling a beard* We never faw thefe mafks worn but twice, and both times by a 
number of people together in a canoe, who came to the fide of the finp, laughing and 
drolling, with an air of mafquerading* 

The food of the lower clafs of people confifts principally of fifh and vegetables ; fuch 
as yams, fweet potatoes, tarrow, plantains, fugar-canes, and bread-fruit. To thefe the 
people of a higher rank add the flefh of hogs and dogs, dreffed in the fame manner as 
at the Society Iflands, They alfo eat fowls of the fame domeftic kind with ours ; but 
they are neither plentiful nor much efteemed by them. Their fifli they fait, and 
preferve in gourd-fhelis; not as we at firfi imagined for the purpofe of providing againffc 
any temporary fcarcity, but from the preference they give to fatted meats. For we 
alfo found that the erees uied to pickle pieces of pork in the fame manner, and efteemed 
it a great delicacy. 

They are exceedingly cleanly at their meals; and their mode of drafting both 
their animal and vegetable food, was univerfally allowed to be greatly fuperior to 
ours. The chiefs conftantly begin their meal with a dofe of the extract of pepper- 
root, brewed after the ufuai manner. The women eat apart from the men, and are 
tabooed, or forbidden, as has been already mentioned, the ufe of pork, turtle, and 
particular kinds of plantains. 

The way of fpending their time appears to be very Ample, and to admit of little 
variety. They rife with the fun, and, after enjoying the cool of the evening, retire to 
reft a few hours after funfet. The making of canoes and mats forms the occupation of 
the Frees; the women are employed in manufacturing cloth, and the Towtows are 
principally engaged in the plantations and fifhing. 

Their mirfic is of a rude kind, having neither flutes nor reeds, nor inilrumentsof any 
other fort that we faw, except drums of various fizes. But their fongs, which they 
fung in parts, and accompany with a gentle motion of the arms, in the fame manner as 
the Friendly iflanders, had a very pleafing effe£L 

It is very remarkable that the people of thefe iflands are great gamblers. They 
have a game very much like our draughts; but, if one may judge from the number of 
fquares, it is much more intricate. The board is about two feet long, and is divided 
into two hundred and thirty-eight fquares ; of which there are fourteen in a row, and 
they make ufe of black and white pebbles, which they move from fquare to fquare. 

There is another game, which confifts in hiding a ftone under a piece of cloth, which 
one of the parties fpreads out and rumples in fuch a manner that the place where the 
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ftoneliesis difficult to be diftlngmfhed. The antagonift with a flick, then ftrikes the 
part of the cloth where he imagines the (tone to be, and as the chances are upon the 
whole considerably againft his hitting it, odds, of all degrees, varying with the opinion 
of the fkili of the parties, are laid on the fide of him who hides. 

Refides thefe games, they frequently amufe themfelves with racing-matches between 
the boys and girls ; and here again they wager with great fpirit. I faw a man, in amoft 
violent rage, tearing his hair and beating his breaft, after lofing three hatchets at one of 
thefe races, which he had juft before purchafed from us with half his fubftance* 

Swimming is not only a necefiary art, in which both their men and women are more 
expert than any people we had hitherto feen, but a favourite diverfion amongft them* 
One particular mode, in which they fometimes atimfed themfelves with this exercife in 
Karakakooa Ray, appeared to us irtoft perilous and extraordinary, and well deferring a 
diftinCt relation. 

The furf which breaks on the coafl round the bay, extends to the diftance of about 
one hundred and fifty yards from the fhore, within which ipace, the furges of the fea* 
accumulating from the fhallownefs of the water, are dafhed agaioft the beach with pro¬ 
digious violence. Whenever from ftonny weather, or any extraordinary fwell at fea, 
the impetuofity of the furf is increafed to its utmoft height, they chafe that time for this 
amufement, which is performed in the following manner : Twenty or thirty of the na¬ 
tives, taking each a narrow board rounded at the ends, fet out together from the fhore* 
The firft wave they meet they plunge under, and fuffering it to roll over them, rife again 
beyond it, and make the bell: of their way by fwimming out into the fea. The fecond 
wave is encountered in the fame manner with the firft ; the great difficulty confiding in 
feizing the proper moment of diving under it, which, if miffed, the perfon is caught by 
the furf, and driven back again with great violence, and all his dexterity is then required 
to prevent himfelf from being dallied again ft the rocks. As foon as they have gained, 
by thefe repeated efforts, the fmooth water beyond the furf, they lay themfelves at length 
on rheir board and prepare for their return. As the furf confifts of a number of waves, 
of which every third is remarked to be always much larger than the others, and to flow 
higher on the fhore, the reft breaking in the intermediate fpace, their firft objefl: is to 
place themfelves on the fummit of the largeft forge, by which they are driven along with 
amazing rapidity toward the fhore. If by miftake they fhould place themfelves on one 
of the fmaller waves, which breaks before they reach the land, or fhould not be able to 
keep their plank in a proper direction to the top of the fwell > they are left expofed to 
the fury of the next, and to avoid it are obliged again to dive and regain the place from 
which they fet out. Thofe who fucceedin their objeCt of reaching the fhore, have ftill 
the greateft danger to encounter. The coaft being guarded by a chain of rocks, with 
here and there a final! opening between them, they are obliged to fleer their board 
through one of thefe, or, in cafe of failure, to quit it before they reach the rocks, and 
plunging under the wave make the beft of their way back again. This is reckoned very 
disgraceful, and is alfo attended with the lofs of the board, which I have often feen with 
great terror dafhed to pieces, at the very moment thedflander quitted it. The boldnefs 
and addrefs with which we faw them perform thefe difficult and dangerous manoeuvres, 
was altogether aftonifliing, and is fcarcely to be credited* 

An accident of which I was a near fpedator, fhewsat how early a period they arefo 
far familiarized to the water, as both to lufe all fears of it, and to fet its dangers at defi¬ 
ance. A canoe being pverfet in which was a woman with her children, one of them, an 
infant, who, 1 am convinced, was not more than four years old, feemed highly delighted 
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with what had happened, fwimming about at its eafe, and playing a hundred tricks, till 
the canoe was put to rights again, 

Befides the amufements I have already mentioned, the young children have one which 
was much played at, and {hewed no finall degree of dexterity. 1 hey take afhort dick, 
with a peg fliarpened at both ends, running through one extremity of it, and extending 
about an inch on each fide ; and throwing up a ball made of green leaves moulded to¬ 
gether, and fecured with twine, they catch it on the point of the peg ; and immediately, 
throwing it up again from the peg, they turn the ftick round, and thus keep catching 
it on each peg alternately, without miffing it, for a conliderable time. They are not lefe 
expert at another game of the fame nature, toffing up in the air, and catching in their 
turns, a number of thefe balls; fo that we frequently faw little children thus keep in 
motion five at a time. With this latter play the young people likewife divert theuifelvcs 
at the Friendly ifiands. 

Their cloth is made of the fame materials, and in the fame manner as at the Friendly 
and Society iflands. That which is defigned to be painted, is of a thick and flrong 
texture, feveral folds being beat and incorporated together; after which it is cut in breadths 
about two or three feet wide, and is painted with great tails and regularity of defign. 

The bufinefs of painting belongs entirely to the women, and is called kipparee ; and 
it is remarkable that they always give the fame name to our writing. The young 
women would often take the pen out of our hands, and {hew us that they knew the ule 
of it as well as we did, at the fame rime telling us that our pens were not fo good as 
theirs. They looked upon a fheet of written paper, as a piece of cloth flriped after the 
faffiion of our country, and it was not without the utmqft difficulty that we could make 
them underftand that our figures had a meaning in them which theirs had not. 

Their mats are made of the leaves of the pandanus; and, as well as their cloths, are 
beautifully worked in a variety of patterns, and ftained of different colours. Some have 
a ground of pale green, {potted with fquares, of romboids of red ; others are of a draw 
colour, fpotted wilh green, and others are worked with beautiful {tripes, either in ftra-fit 
or waving lines of red and brown. In this article of manufacture, whether we regard 
the ftrength, finenefs, or beauty, they certainly excel the whole world. 

Their fiffiing-hooks are made of mother-of-pearl, bone, or wood, pointed and barbed 
with fmall bones, or tortotfe-ffiell. They are of various fixes and forms ; but the molt 
common are about three inches long. Confidering the materials of which thefe hooks 
are made, their ftrength and neatnefs are really aftoni filing ; and in fact we found them, 
upon trial, much fuperior to our own. 

The line which they ufe for filhing, for making nets, and for other domeftic pur- 
pofes, is of different degrees of finenefs, and is made of the bark of the touta, or cloth- 
tree, neatly and evenly twifted in the fame manner as our common twine. They have a 
finer fort, made of the bark of a fmall fiirub called areemah; and the fineft is made of 
human hair. 

The gourds, which grow' to fo enormous a fize, that fome of them are capable of con¬ 
taining from ten to twelve gallons, are applied to ail manner of domeftic purpofes; and in 
order to fit them the better to their refpective ufes, they have the ingenuity to give them 
different forms, by tying bandages round them during their growth. Thus, fome of 
them are of a long cylindrical form, as beft adapted to contain their tiiliing tackle; 
others are of a difli form, and thefe ferve to hold their fait, and failed provifions, their 
puddings, vegetables, &c. which two forts have neat clofe covers, made likewife of the 
gourd; others again are exactly the ftiape of a bottle with a long neck, and in thefe they 
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keep their water. I hey have likewife a method of fcoring them with a heated inftru- 
nient, fo as to give them the appearance of being painted, in a variety of neat and 
elegant defigns. 3 

1 he people of thefe iflands are manifeftly divided into three clafTes. The firft are 
the Trees, or chiefs, of each diftrift; one of whom is fuperior to the reft, and is 
called at Owhyhee Eree-taboo, and Eree Moee. By the firft of thefe words they 
cxpreis hisabfohite authority; and by the latter, all are obliged to proftrate rhemfelves 
(or put tliemfelves to fleep, as the word fignifies) in his prefence. The fecond dais 
are thofe who appear to enjoy a right of property, without authority. The third are 
the towtows, or fervants, who have neither rank nor property. 

I he great power and high rank of Terreeoboo, the Eree-taboo of Owhyhee, was 
very evident from the manner in which he was received at Karakakooa, on his firft 
arrival. All the natives were feen proftrated at the entrance of their houfes; and the 
canoes for two days before were tabooed, or forbidden to go out, till he took off the 
reftraint. 

The chiefs exercife their power over one another in the moft haughty and oppreflive 
manner. Of this I fliall give two inftances. A chief of the lower order had behaved 
with great civility to one of our officers ; and in return I carried him on board, and 
introduced him to Captain Cook, who invited him to dine with us. While we were 
at table, Pareea, who was chief of a fuperior order, entered, whofe face but too plainly 
manifefted his indignation at feeing our gueft in fo honourable a fituation. He im¬ 
mediately feized him by the hair of the head, and was proceeding to drag him out of 
the cabin, when the captain interfered; and after a deal of altercation, all the indul¬ 
gence we could obtain, without coming to a quarrel with Pareea, was that our gueft 
fhould be fuffered to remain, being feated upon the floor, whilft Pareea filled his place 
at the table. At another time, when Terreeoboo firft came on board the Refolufion, 
Maiha-Maiha, who attended him, finding Pareea on deck, turned him out of the fliip 
in the moft ignominious manner. r 

The religion of thefe people refembles, in moft of its principal features, that of the 
Society and Friendly Iflands. Their morais, their whattas, their idols, their facrifices, 
and their facred fongs, all of which they have in common with each other, are con¬ 
vincing proofs that their religious notions are derived from the fame fource. 

It has been mentioned, that the title of Orono, with all its honours, was given to 
Captain Cook; and it is alfo certain that they regarded us, generally, as a race of 
people fupeiior to themfelves ; and ufed often to fay, that the great Eatooa dwelled in 
our countiy. 1 he little image we have before mentioned, they faid, was Terreeoboo’s 
god ; and that lie alio refided amongft us. They called him Koonooraekaiee. 

In a bay to the fouth ward of Karakakooa, a party of our gentlemen were conduced 
to a large houfe, m which they found the black figure of a man, refting on his fingers 
and toes, with iiis head inclined backward £ the limbs well formed and exactly propor¬ 
tioned, and the whole beautifully poliihed. This figure the natives called Maee ; and 
round it were placed [hirteen others of rude and d if tor ted fhapes, which they faid were 
the Latoos of lev oral deceafed chiefs, whofe names they recounted. The place was 
hill of whattas, on which Jay the remains of their offerings* They likewife give a 
place in their houfes to many ludicrous and feme obfeene idols, like the Priapus of 

Human facrifices are more frequent here, according to the account of the natives 
themfelves, than in any other iflands we vifited. Thefe horrid rites are not 
only had rccourfe to upon the commencement of war, and preceding great battles, 
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and oilier fignal enterprifes; but the death of any confiderable chief calls for a 
facrifice of one or more towtows, according to his rank; and we were told that men 
were deftined to fuller on the death of Terreeoboo. 

To this clafs of their cidioms may alfo be referred that of knocking out their fore¬ 
teeth, as a propitiatory facrifice to the Eatooa, to avert any danger or mifchief to which 
they might be expofed. 

The word taboo implies, laying reflraint upon perfons and things. Thus they fay 
the natives were tabooed, or the bay was tabooed, and fo of the reft, d his word is 
alfo ufed to exprefs any thing facred, or eminent, or devoted. Thus the King of 
Owhyhee was called Eree-taboo; a human victim, tangata-taboo; and in the fame 
manner among the Friendly Iflanders, Tonga, the ifland where the King refides, is 
named Tonga*taboo. The women are faid to be tabooed, when they are forbidden to 
eat certain kinds of meat. 
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HISTORICAL RELATION 

OF A 

VOYAGE UNDERTAKEN FOR THE DISCOVERY OF 
SOUTHERN LANDS. 

[From the French of M* Per on t one of the Nafuratijls appointed by the French Government to 

accompany the Expedition* ] 


T HIS narrative, prefented by M. Peron to the Imperial InfUtute on the 9th of June 
1806, received highly flattering approbation, and from the report of the Inftitute 
was ordered to be printed at the expence of government by His Majefty the Emperor 
and King. 

BOOK L 

FROM FRANCE TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE, INCLUSIVELY. 

CHAP. I, — The general Plan and Object of the Voyage, and the Individuals of which 

the Expedition was compofed. 

[From 22d March to 19th October 1800.] 

F ROM the an*a that difeoveries in the fciences have with juftice been placed among 
the principal evidences of the glory and profperity of nations, a liberal concurrence 
among them has become eftabliihed, and a new career has been opened to the rivalry 
of governments; a rivalry the more honourable from its real utility to all. In efforts 
of this nature, England in particular has of late fhewn herfelf confpicuous; and in the 
glorious ffruggle, France alone has been able to contend with her fuccefsfully for 
triumph and fuperiority. 

Neverthelels, it muff be allowed, that the learned of England, ranging through the 
immenfe field prefented by a fifth portion of the world, were, in many refpefts, on 
the point of fixing the voice of Europe in favour of their country. The fucceflive 
labours of Banks, Solander, Sparman, of the two Forfters, Anderfon, Menzies, White, 
Smith, Collins, Paterfon, See. began to render New Holland a fubject of intereft to, 
an object of the meditations of, all the friends of fcience. So many remarkable things 
had already been brought from this fouthern continent! So many were the valuable 
obfervations which had rapidly attracted notice! 

In fuch a ftate of things, national honour and the progrefs of fcience, with us, com¬ 
bined to claim an expedition of difeovery to the fouthern lands, and the Inftitute of 
France conceived it a duty to propofe the meafure to the government. 
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At this epoch war feemed to have redoubled its rage; the political exiHence of 
France was menaced; its territory invaded : but already Buonaparte was Firft Conful ; 
he liftened with intereft to the propofition of the Inftitute, which had now for feveral 
years prided itfelf in reckoning him among its members; and at the very inftant the 
army of referve was about to pafs the Alps, he ilfued his orders to haften the execu¬ 
tion of this grand enterprife. 

In a fhort time twenty-three individuals, appointed by himfelf at the recommendation 
of the Inftitute, were deftined to fcientific enquiries: never before had there been luch 
an extenfive equipment of this component part of voyages of difcoverv; never had the 
means for a fuccefsful iffiie been prepared before upon fo grand a Icale. Aftronoiners, 
geographers, mineralogifts, botanifts, zoologifts, artifts for defigning; of each of thefe 
the affociates were two, three, or even five. 

This part of the labours of the expedition was the more interefting from the nature 
of the regions about to be vifited. In latitudes correfponding with thofe of our climates 
on a vaft continent, on the numerous iflands attached to it, it could but happen that 
many ufefui vegetables, many curious animals would be found, which, tranfported to 
European Ihores, might readily be naturalized, and furnifh new refources to our wants, 
additional affifiance to the arts, and to our enjoyments aliment unknown before. 

The advantageous refults to be expected from the component parts of the expedition, 
and the object it had in view, appeared to be fecured by the plan of operations; what¬ 
ever could be gained from the experience of preceding navigators with refpecl to the 
regions we Ihould have to traverfe, and all that theory and reafoning could deduce 
from or add to this experience, were collected for the bafe of this important work : 
irregular winds, monfoons, currents, each was computed with fuch exact precifion, 
that the reveries we afterwards experienced were wholly to be attributed to the ob- 
ftinacy of our chief, and his fwerving from our valuable inftru&ions. 

According to the plan digefted, we were to touch at the Ifle of France, take up 
there a third veffel of inferior fize, bear away afterwards towards the fouthern 
extremity of Van Diemen’s Land, double the South Cape, examine at all points 
the channel D’Entrecafteaux, afcend as high as poffible up all the rivers of this 
part of Van Diemen’s Land, reconnoitre the whole eaftern coaft of that large 
iftand, penetrate into Bafs’s Straits by Banks’s Straits, and deter mine with the utmoft 
nicety the points of entrance and departure of the former of thefe llraits, fix 
the precife pofition and extent of Hunter’s Iflands, lleer afterwards to the fouth-weft 
coaft of New Holland and coaft along it to the point where D’Entrecafteaux fini/hed, 
pafs at the back of the iflands St. Peter and St. Francis, and vifit that portion of the 
continent covered by thefe iflands where a ftrait was fuppofed to exift communicating 
with the bottom of the great gulf of Carpentaria, and which confequently would have 
divided New Holland into two great iflands of nearly equal dimenfions. This firft 
part of our work completed, we were afterwards to fteer for Cape Leuwin, and the 
unknown coaft north of this point; and to determine next the chief pofitions of 
Leuwin’s Land, of Edel’s and Endracht’s Land, which were but vaguely laid down by 
the more ancient navigators, and the geography of which muft neceffarily participate 
of the imperfection of the methods and inliruments in their time: we were further 
to afcend the river of Swans as high as poffible ; make an exaCt draught of the ifland 
. Rottneft and the neighbouring coaft; vifit the tremendous Abrolhos, fo fatal to Pelfar; 
complete the draught of Shark’s Bay; afcertain different pofitions on De Witt’s Land, 
and along the north-welt coaft, efpecially the entrance of King William’s River, Rofe- 
mary Iflands, &c. terminating at length this long and firft campaign at the north-weft 
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cape of New Holland, from this laft point making fail for the Moluccas, we were to 
winter at Timor or Amboyna, 

from one or the other of thefe iflands, palling north of Ceram, we were ordered to 
make the fouth-weft coaft of New Guinea, and reconnoitre it to the point where Cook 
(topped, behind which a ftrait was fuppofed to exift, dividing New Guinea into feveral 
iflands ; defending again towards Endeavour's Straits, we were to make land at the 
eaftern point of the great gulf of Carpentaria, enter the gulf, and determine the ddef 
fpots in it, afcertain the pofuion of feveral iflands marked on old charts, and vifit the 
mouths of that heap of pretended rivers, noticed in the ancient plan of the gulf, into 
which no one, for fo great a length of time, had penetrated ; coafting then the land of 
Anaheim, and Diemen s Northern Land, we were to conclude our fecond voyage at 
the fame north-weft cape at which the firft terminated ; traverfing then the Indian 
ocean, and aicertaining the yet very uncertain longitude of Trial iflands, we had orders 
to proceed a fecond time to the Ifle of France ; thence, in our paffage home to Europe, 
which was calculated to take place in the fpring of 1803, our tedious labours were to 
terminate in aufeful manner with the afcertainment of a portion of the eaftern coaft of 
Africa, rei peeling the po fit ion of which, among geographers, fome doubt yet remained. 

Such was the general plan traced by the government for our chief * a plan the execu* 
tion of which ad Uieram would have rendered this voyage one of the inoft rapid and 
fruitful that has ever been made. I ftiall detail in fucceffion, and in the order of the 
epochs at which they took place, the modifications it experienced; a judgment, how¬ 
ever, may even now be formed, from the fuccinS: expofure I have made, of the im¬ 
portance of this expedition to navigation and geography : more than five thoufand fea- 
leagues of co^ft, either wholly unknown or very badly laid down, were to be explored 
minutely; never, if^ Vancouver be excepted, had any navigator a more difficult 
million, ^ In fa£t, it is not in voyages on the high feas, however long they be, that 
adverfe circumftances or lhipwreck are fo much to be dreaded 5 thofe, on the contrary, 
along unknown ihores, and barbarous coafts, at every inftant prefent new difficulties to 
encounter, with perpetual danger. Thefe difficulties and thefe dangers, the woeful 
appendage of all expeditions begun for thepurpofe of geographic detail, were of more 
imminent character from the nature of the coafts we had to explore : for, no country 
has hitherto been difeovered more difficult to reconnoitre than New Holland, and ail 
the voyages of any extenf made for thepurpofe in this part have been marked either by 
reverfes, or infruftuous attempts : for example, Peifur on the weftern coaft was one 
of the firft viftims of thefe Ihores ; Vlaming (peaks of wrecks by which Rottneft ifland 
was covered when he landed there in 1697 5 and we curfelves obferved others of much 
moi e recent date ; Captain Dampier, notwithftanding his intrepidity and experience, 
could not prelerve his veffel from grounding when off the north-weft coaft of this conti¬ 
nent, a coaft aheady famous for the lhipwreck of Vianen ; on the eaft Bougainville, me¬ 
naced with deftruftion, was cbnflrained to precipitate flight; Cook efcaped by a kind 
of miracle, the lock which pierced his Ihip remaining in the breach it made, and alone 
preventing it from finking ; on the fouth-weft Vancouver and D’Entrecafteaux were 
not more fortunate in their feveral plans of completing its geography, and the French 
admiral nearly loft both his fhips. Towards the fouth, but a few years have elapfed 
_mce the dJlcovery of Bafs's Straits, and already the major part of the iflands of this 
otiait areltrewed with the wrecks of fhips : very recently, and almoft before our face 
1 may lay, the E reach Ihip Enterprife was dafhed to pieces againft the dangerous iflands 
which dole its eaftern opening. The relation of our voyage, and the dangers we in¬ 
curred, will (till farther demonftrate the perils of this navigation ; and the lofsof the 

two 


743 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN” LANDS. 

two vefl'els of Captain Flinders, fent by the Englifli government to_compete with us, 
will but too clearly furnifh a new and lamentable evidence. Still, fpite of fo many un¬ 
favourable circumftances, the geographical part of our labours are not the lefs interefting j 
and it will no doubt be eafy for me to prove, by the narrative of our operations of this 
defcription, how much they do honour to the French navy. 

Two vefl'els were made ready for thisexpedinon in the port of Havre: LeGeographe, 
a handfome corvette mounting 30 guns, drawing from fifteen to fixteen feet water, and 
an excellent fhiler, but too fharp-built perhaps to admit of its grounding once or often 
limes without danger ; Le Naturalifte, a large, ftrong, and broad built veffel of nearly 
fitnilar draught of water to that of Le Geographe, a flower failer, but of very folid 
ftrutEture, and on this fcore far preferable to the corvette. 

Nothing was neglcfted in the excellence and abundance of our flock of provifions ; 
the magazines at Havre were placed at the difpofal of our commander ; confiderable 
funis were granted him for the purchafe of choice wines, liquors, Crops, fweetmeats 
of various kinds, Italian cakes, ioup-cakes, acid of lemon in crvftals, robe of beer, &c. 
Filtering machines invented by Schmidt, ftoves with ventilaters, hand-mills, and dif¬ 
ferent apparatus for diflilling, were put on board each veffel; while mftrudions of great 
value were iflued by Mr. Keraudrin, firft phyfician of the navy, for the prefervation 
of health. Our numerous inftruments of aftronomy, phyfical inftruments, andthofe 
requifite for the meteorological and geographical departments, were the work of the 
1110ft eminent artifts of the capital; the materia of the chymifts, painters, and draughtf- 
men, were of the firft quality; a numerous library, compofed of the bell works relating 
to the fea, to aftronoiny, geography, phyfics, natural hiftory, and voyages, was pre¬ 
pared for each’veflel j for the inftru&ions relative to fcientific refearches it will be fuf- 
licient to notice, in order to afeertain how precious and complete they were, that they 
were the compilation of a commifiion of the Inftitute, formed of Meflrs. Fleurieu, La- 
cepede, Laplace, Bougainville, Cuvier, Juflieu, Lelievre, Camus and Langles j Mr. 
Degerands, a member of the fame learned fociety, digefted for us an interefting work 
on the method to be followed in our obfervations on uncivilized people ; a national 
medal was ftruck to commemorate this grand enterprife ; the moll flattering paflports 
were furniflied by all the governments of Europe ; an unlimited credit was opened for 
us with the principal colonies of Africa and Afia ; in one word, the auguft chief, un¬ 
der theaufpices of whom this important voyage was about to be undertaken, had given 
diredions that nothing lhould be omitted which might tend to the prefervation of man, 
facilitate our labours, and guarantee our independence. Laftly, the moll liberal pro- 
mifes, repeated on every page of the inftrudions of government, held out to zeal and 
afliduity, thofe honourable rewards, thofe flattering diftinftions, which have always been 
the meed of fimilar voyages, and which alone can indemnify the man of worth for the 
privations and calamities to which heexpofes himfelf. 

Nations, the knowledge of which is interefting, inhabit the dillant fliores we were 
about to vifit; it was the wifh of the Firft Canful that we lhould appear among them as 
friends, and benefadors. Under his diredions we carried with us pairs of the moll 
ufeful animals, plants in abundance of the moll valuable trees, feeds congenial to the 
temperature of thofe climates, inftruments of various kinds moft neceflary to man, 
cloaths and ornaments of every defcription ; and the moft extraordinary inventions of 
optics, phyfics, and chemiftry, deftined either for their fervice or amufement. 

Thefe numerous articles put in order, and the equipment of the vefl'els complete, 
/ the naturalifts were ordered, in the beginning of September 1800, to repair to Havre. I 
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was of the number of thefe, a fifth place as zoologift having been afiigned to me at 
the recommendation of feveral didinguifhed men of learning. 

The officers of this expedition were felected with great care from the different ports; 
the midfliipmen, before they were received, underwent rigorous / examinations, and 
were, all of them, worthy of the diftin&ion, as flattering as it was coveted, which they 
received. It was not the officers alone, however, that were choice ; the inferior ranks 
had been fought for with avidity, and many of them were filled by young people of the 
mod refpe&able families in Normandy, impelled by the anxiety peculiar to youth of 
acquiring knowledge, and of making one in thefe diftant voyages, which ever wear -a 
character of greatnefs and Angularity, and enforce that refpect they conftantly merit and 
obtain. Among thefe interefting young men was my coadjutor and eftimable friend 
M. Lefueur, that dear companion of my dangers, my facrifices, and my zeal. 

Befides the officers there was, on board the Naturaiide, a perfonage fuflkiently well 
known, whofe name was A-fam, a Chinefe born at Can-toong. Taken prifoner, in a 
veffet belonging to the Englifli company, by a French craizer, A-fam had fucceflively 
paffed from hofpital to hofpital until he reached that of Val-de- Grace. The prefence 
of a Chinefe in the capital produced too great an efted long to remain unknown to the 
Firft Conful. From the indant it was intimated to him A-fam was rendered free and 
happy i every fpecies of comfort was lavilhed on him during his refidenceat Paris ; and 
to crown his liberality the Fird Conful directed that A-fam Ihould be redored to his 
country, and family, and ffiould be treated as an officer on board our fhip ; the ad- 
minidrators of government in the Ifle of France were alfo ordered to continue towards 
him a fimilar attention until a favourable opportunity fliould prefent itfelf for his return 
to China. Happy the nations in which the unfortunate foreigner receives a like pro- 
teftion! Bled the chief thus generous and beneficent ! 

CHAP. II. — Pajfage from Havre to the Canary IJlands :—Stay at Tenerife. 

[From igth Oftober to 13 th November i 3 oo.] 

THE wind and tide favouring, on the 19th of October in themorning, orders weregiven 
for the two veffels to weigh anchor ; the American frigate, the Portfmouth, carrying 
back to the United States the ambafladors who had juft concluded peace, failed at the 
fame time. At nine we paffed before the tower of Francis I. A numerous band of mufic 
on its fummit gave us a farewel greeting : a multitude of people from every quarter 
covered the fhore, each individual bidding us adieu In gedure as in words, and putting 
up prayers for ourfuccefs, each feeming to fay, “ May you, more fortunate than Ma- 
“ non, Surville, Saint-Alloiiarn, La Peroufe and D'Entrecadeaux, return to your 
“ country and your grateful fellow citizens 

At ten, being without the jetties, we took our powder on board ; and, heading all 
fail to reach the Englifli frigate Profelite which was cruizing before the port, we fhewed 
our paffport to the officer in command, and continued our courfe. 

On the 25th, the difperfion of the fog we had condantly experienced through the 
channel, and the afeent of the thermometer, diffidently indicated our approach to 
warmer climes; the temperature had progreffively encreafed from 3 to 1a 0 *: we were 
now in the Bay of Bifcay almod under the parallel of Bourdeaux. 

On the 27th we reckoned ourfelves in the latitude of Cape Finifterre, well known 
as the mod wedern point of Spain ; and of continental Europe. 

* M. Peron has omitted to Rate, whether the thermometer lift’d was that of Reaumur, or the cou- 
tigrade, which is that of Cclfius. Afte r-obfer vat ions render probable it was that of Reaumur. Tit. 
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We were foon after abreaft of that Lufitania, the happinefs and fecundity of which 
is confecrated with fo much eloquence, and fo pleafingly, by the elegant and fenfible 
author of Telemachus. The Iky was more ferene, the waves more calm, a milder and 
more genial air was breathed ; every thing, in fhort, feeined to have combined to re¬ 
call the fmiling pictures of Fenelon. The thermometer already flood at 15 0 : the ba¬ 
rometer, from our departure from Havre, had progrcffively fallen two lilies, and now 
flood at 28" 5 1 . 

r The 3.0th, we paded the latitude of the Strait of Gibraltar. The remainder of the 
day, and the next, we continued our courfe along the coaft of Africa, diftant about fifty 
leagues. , 

At length, on the ift of November, at fix in the evening, we had the long wilhed for 
fight of Peak Teida, the Mount Nivaria of the ancients. In midft of the iflands Palma, 
Fqrro, Gomera, weftward, and, eaftward, thofeof Canary, Fuerraventura, and Lan- 
cerotta, rifes that point fo famous, known as the Peak of Teneriffe. Its broad bafe was 
at this time enveloped in clouds, while its fummit, illuminated by the laft rays of the 
declining fun, towered above them in majefty. This mountain is not, affuredly, as 
many travellers, too much acted upon by enthufiafm, have ignorantly affirmed, the 
loftieft of the globe; its height, in fa£t, above the level of the fea, does not exceed 
2000 toifes*, and, consequently, is inferior to that of Mont Blanc, of feveral moun¬ 
tains of Sweden, Norwayt, and, in America, to ten or twelve points of the Andes ; 
Antifana, for example, and Chimborazo are loftier by a third ; butitmuft be allowed, 
that the infular pofition of this peak, the prefence of the famous iflands which it an¬ 
nounces at a di fiance, the remembrance it excites, the grand cataftrophes it proclaims, 
and of which it is itfelf a wonderful example ; all concur to give it an importance above 
any other mountain on the furface of the globe. 

While the eyes of every one were fixed on this gigantic mountain, we continually 
were nearing it more and more : in a little time we diftinguiffied Lancerotta, Fuerta- 
ventura, and the Great Canary, which {hewed itfelf in the horizon like an immenfe 
cone, much Battened at its fummit. Sailing with a favourable wind we hoped to reach 
an anchorage before the fall of evening ; but, failing in this, we made feveral tacks 
during the night, and at day break, the fucceeding day, fleered for land, which we 
ffiortly attained. 

Let the reader figure to himfelf a fteep Hi ore, black, and deeply furrowed by tor¬ 
rents, without other trace of vegetation than fome ftunted branches of Cacalia, Caftus 
and Euphorbia; beyond this inhofpitable coaft, tiers of mountains rifing one above the 
other to a great height, alike deftitute of verdure, briftling with {harp peaks, their 
ridges and their flanks rough with fcattered rocks ; and, beyond thefe mountains, 
the peak of Tei'da, rifing like an enormous Coloffus above them ; and he will have a 
juft idea of the afpe£t of Teneriffe from the point of Anaga, where we made the land : 
thence, to Santa Cruz, where we anchored, the fame wild appearance is repeated ; 
every where are feen land, fcoriae, and fteep and barren rocks : a few wretched dwel¬ 
lings, fcattered at the foot of thefe volcanic waftes, ferve but to increafe the mournfulnefs 

* 12 i 78 9 English feet. 

f This is a mis-ilatement of M. Peron ; the highefl points of the mountains of Sweden and Norway are 
found in the long chain which divides the two countries ; of thefe Moffevala, near lake Fcemund, and 
Koettunckj are among the highest, but have not a greater elevation than 6000 Englifh feet* nor are there 
certainly any which exceed 800o. If Mont Blanc be excepted, 15,305 Englifh feet above the level of the 
fea, there is no mountain in Europe more lofty than the Peak of Teneriffe, provided its height be 2000 
toifes^ Next to this rank Mulahacen, and the Pico de Venleta, in the Sierra Nevada of the Alpuxarras of 
Grenada in Spain, the former 11,688, and the latter 11,388 feet high, elevations fuperlor to that of jEtna 
or the mountains of the Alps of Swizzrelandi Tju 
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of the fcenery in this part of the ifiand. Far different this, without doubt,- to thofe 
pleafing pictures of the Fortunate Iflands, defcribed in fucceffion with fo much elegance 
by Horace*, Viana, Cai'rafco, the immortal author of Jerufalem Delivered, and the 
writer of the poem Dell’ Oceano ; but thefe pleafing delufions, thefe fmiling images, to 
keep their ground in fpite of truth, had occafion for the veil of myftery, the intereft: 
they have excited for centuries, and to be at diftance from where they were admired : in 
the prefent day, the Canaries, defpoiled of thofe brilliant titles affixed to them by an¬ 
cient fame, no longer poflefs any other intereft than what they derive from their wines, 
their advantageous pofition, and die phyfical and political revolutions of which they 
have been the theatre. 

By keeping at a fliort diftance from the fliore, coafting along Anaga, we in a little 
time diftinguiflied the anchorage and town of Santa Cruz. At ten in the morning we 
anchored in twenty-two fathoms, with a bottom of volcanic fand, black and mixed 
with mud. 

The extenfive range I have to defcribe will prevent my dwelling long on the Canary 
iflands ■, their pofition in mid ft of the Atlantic ocean has fubjefted them to the remarks 
of a variety of modern travellers, equally valuable for their talents and veracity ; there 
exifts moreover a Spanilh work on this archipelago, in three volumes 8vo., by Jofeph de 
Viera y Clavijo, in which every fubject relative to the ancient and modern hiftory of 
thefe iflands, their phyfical and political revolutions, their population, various pro¬ 
ductions, temperature, &c. appears to be exhaufted. The hiftory of the conqueft of 
the Canaries with juftice fills a confiderable portion of this work of Clavijo ; for what 
can be more interefting or affefting than the unfortunate Guanches, armed with ftakes 
and clubs, fighting for near a century with Frenchmen, Portuguefe, and Spaniards ; 
oppofmg intrepidity and firmnefs to numbers, to fuperior arms, and to their fquadrofis 
of horfe ; and caufing the poffeflion of their wretched iflands to be purchafed, by more 
frequent combats, and greater effufion of blood, than did afterwards the pofieffion of 
the New World f. 

On thefe accounts I fliall reftriCc myfelf at prefent to a very finall number of points, 
which feem to have efcaped the numerous writers who have hitherto written on this 
archipelago. 

The moft common maladies, thofe which may be regarded as endemical, are obftinate 
gaftric affections, oftentimes complicated with lofs of ftrength ; putrid and chronical 
diarrhoeas ; low and debilitating fevers; fcorbutic cachexies; cutaneous eruptions of 
different kinds, that is to fay, the itch, with which numbers are dreadfully afflicted, and 
an affection, much more dangerous, but very analogous, as it is faid, to the elepbantiafis. 
The whole of thefe maladies, which moft particularly the loweft order of the people are 
fubject to, feem to have but one origin, the faulty nutriment common through the 
country. The food of the people, in fact, is compofed principally of gofio, a fort of 
pafte which almoft generally is the fubftitute for bread, and is reputed to have been 
adopted from the Guanches. The pafte is made with the flour of barley or wheat, 

* Who never mentions them, Tr, 

f Another error : M* Feroo, like the generality of the French, does not confine litmfelf to what he is 
acquainted with, and exceeding this, is frequently in the wrong : whoever has read the account of the 
Aracans, by Molina, will there fee, that notwithflanding numerous battles and immenfe {laughter, this 
nation of Chili, a prototype of the ancient Germans, was, on the full mvalicm of the Spaniards, not only 
btave and firm, but, what Is more, unconquered, as Lhey ftill remain to be at the prefent day* The Spa¬ 
niards, in their different battles with this people, have loft a greater number of men 3 not only than the 
whole amount of Europeans who perifhed in the fubj.ligation of the Canaries, but than the whole popu¬ 
lation of thefe iflands at that period amounted to, Tr* 

vol* xi* 5 o parched 
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parched on fire, pounded, and moiftened with water, milk, and honey. The reft of 
their food confifts, .with little elfe, of fait filh, caught oft the coaft of Barbary, which, 
dried in the fun, is afterwards ftored in large magazines, and for want of due attention, 
from being laid in heaps, and from the heat of the climate, fpeedily becomes fubjeft to 
a decompofirion of iefs or greater rapidity. The infectious fmell, exhaled by their large 
heaps of fi/h in a ftate of fermentation, to ftrangers is infupportable ; and the offenfive 
odour purfues them through every quarter of the town. The cheapnefs of this fait filh 
renders the confumption of it through the whole of the Canary Iflands prodigioufly 
great ; but tile advantage of this plenteoufuefs is lamentably countervailed by the ma¬ 
ladies I have defcribed, all of which appear to refult in great meafure from the faline, 
acrimonious, and putrid quality of this food. 

To the fame caufe, perhaps, is to be attributed the cachectic phyfiognomy, the oily, 
and, if the expreffion may be ufed, livid complexion which molt travellers have re- 
mai ked in the^people of Santa Cruz. I he quality of the water ufed in common 
through thefe iflands may neverthelefs have influence in producing the affections to 
which I advert: for, owing to the fcarcity of fprings (the greater part dried up in the 
fummer), the inhabitants are obliged to collect rain water in large cifterns, which, by 
its ftagnation during feveral months, cannot foil of undergoing a change, more or Iefs 
deleterious to the animal ceconomy. 

As for venereal complaints, they are unufually prevalent at Teneriffe ; this is to be af- 
cribed collectively to the heat of the climate, the indolence of the inhabitants, their abo¬ 
minable negleft of cleanlinefs, the number of-foldiers, and of failors, who flock hither 
from all quarters of the globe, the total abfence of all police, the little knowledge of the 
majority of the medical part of the community, and, above all, the fhocking abund¬ 
ance or proftitutes, who, in the ftreets, on the quays, and even in the temoles, unre¬ 
mittingly purfue the ftranger, to barter for the vileft'return their perfidious pleafures ; 
lamentable fources of long and bitter remorfe! Difeafes of this nature are, in ha, 
tne more dangerous in this country, from their being frequently complicated with 
tne molt inveterate itch. 

Oiving to the ancients, who had no very exact idea refpe fling the Canaries, having 
made them the residence of the bleft, enthufiaftic individuals have been tempted to 
renovate the fanciful defcriptions of poetry and ancient mythology in fpeaking of 
them. Hence, very recently, we have feen thefe iflands celebrated for their fertility, in 
a manner repugnant at once to truth and reafon. 

In faft one of the firft elements of fertility is water: now, the fcarcity of this is fo 
general throughout the whole of the Canary Iflands, that not anv one of them pof- 
lefles what may properly be termed a river; and the fprings, during fummer, are fo 
coiiftantly dry that the inhabitants are every where obliged to depend on cifterns for 
their drink. I his fcarcity of water, moreover, is a confequence fo immediately de¬ 
pending oil the nature of the foil, and its general difpofition, as to defy a remedy, 
eit ier on the part of mdwiduals, or of the government. The final! extent of the 
iuan s, tne long and narrow figure of the major part of them, the enormous height 
ot the mountains by which they are covered on all points, the depth of the vallies, 
i eir rapid declination towards the Tea, and above all, their little length, all concur to 
oppoie the iormation of rivers, or even of rivulets, however fmall. At the fame time, 
r e quality of the foil, alraoft conftantly bafaltic, preventing the filtration of water 
atmofphere * Ur * ace ’ t le rains are fpeedily evaporated by the heat of the 

J hefe phyfical obftacles to the general fertility of the Canaries are fo evident, and 

their 
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their aflion fo powerful, that one might difpenfe with more dived proofs to rebut 
exaggerations anting from a fpirit of fyftem-making and enthufiafm ; but thefe dired 
proofs exift to juftify the refuks of reafon and analogy. It appears, in fact, from 
a memoir in my poffeffion on the produce and commerce of the Canaries, and 
which was put into my hands by one of the moll enlightened merchants of this 
archipelago: 

tfl. That Teneriffe, the mofl confiderable of thefe i{lands, Palma, and Ferro, do 
not produce near enough for the fiibfiftence of their thin and wretched population: 

2d, That Canaria and Gomera-yield barely enough to anfwer their demand : 

3d, That Lancerotta and Fuertaventiira are the granaries of the Canaries; but 
that their unrequiting and fandy foil (thefe are the precife exprelEons of the manu- 
feript) exaCts abundant rains to make it produdive; and, moreover, that as often as 
their crops fail, or are but {lender, dearth and famine prevail throughout the 
archipelago: 

4th, That, even when the harveft is mofl abundant, the Canaries never produce a 
fuperfluity of grain for exportation; but, on the contrary, are alraoft every year 
obliged to draw large cargoes from Spain, America, or even the north of Ger¬ 
many ; payment of which is made by a confiderable portion of the wines of the 
archipelago. ' 

The Canaries, in their prefent ftate, fo far from yielding a profit to the metropolis, 
exad annually a large expenditure lor the maintenance of their fortifications and 
garrifons ; while, in the hands of England, thefe colonies would become highly inte- 
r effing: for, independent of the advantage of their pofition. Great Britain, by her 
pofiefiion of them, would be in meafure releafed from the onerous tribute Ihe annually 
pays to Portugal, Spain, and France, for the wines and brandies {he extrads from 
them. This was, no doubt, the principal motive with the Englifh government for 
its attempt on them during the laft war. A numerous fleet, under the orders of 
Admiral Nelfon, fuddenly made its appearance, in 1796, before Teneriffe, the chief 
of thefe iflands ; but the attack, on this occafion, had a widely different refult from 
that made in 1657 on the lame fpot, by Admiral Blake: Nelfon loft an arm here ; 
a part of his troops and veffels was taken by the Spaniards, or lunk by the artillery 
ol the forts; in vain, under favour of night, did he fucceed in efteding a landing, and 
even advance to the works ; aflailed on every fide by the troops and militia of the 
Spaniards, he was obliged to capitulate, and fign an engagement to quit the archi¬ 
pelago. The inhabitants of the Canary Iflands ftill Ihew with pride, fufpended from 
the roof of their principal church, the colours taken from the Englifh ; and alfo the 
boat of Nelfon’s Ihip, on board of which he loft his arm. The crews of leveral 
French Ihips diftinguifiied themfelves on this honourable occafion; they haftened to take 
up arms on the appearance of the Englifh fiiips, and contributed not a little, by their 
example, to rally the courage of the militia and troops of the country. The remark 
will not here be mifplaced that, about the fame time, the batteries and advanced polls 
of Porto Rico were defended with fo muchr intrepidity by the French, that the Englifh, 
forced to reimbark with precipitation, abandoned part of their artillery. 

• Since the attack of Nelfon, the garrifons of the Canary Iflands have been greatly 
augmented ; when we were there, they contained 4,500 regular troops, of handfome 
appearance, and perfectly equipped; the chief of thefe troops were at Teneriffe, 
which, in addition, is capable of fumifhing 8000 militia. Separate from this increafe 
of force, an attempt on Santa Cruz would at prefent be much more difficult than 
before, on account of a new fort which the late governor caufed to be conftrn&ed on 
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a fteep mountain, the batteries of which point down upon the road, and crofs the fire 
of the fquare tower which defends the mole. 

The nature of our million, the excellent underflanding that fubfifted between the 
two governments, the late fuccefles of France, the recent peace with America, all 
concurred towards our meeting with the moft obliging reception from the Spaniards. 
Our brave allies took great pleafure in interrogating us on the fubject of the laft 
campaign in Italy, on the paffage of the Alps, the battle of Marengo, and that rapid 
fucceflion of prodigies of which we brought them the firft intelligence. All emulous, 
the one of the other, were defirous of teftifying their refpeit for, and admiration of 
France. Yes! if the man of honour may ever be allowed to pride himfelf on the 
nation to which he belongs, then, doubtlefs, it mull be when, under circumftances 
like thefe, replete with charms, and in the inidft of foreigners, he fees the moft fplen- 
did ideas of power, of grandeur, and glory, attached to the name of his country. 

Among the individuals whom I had occafion myfelf to form an acquaintance with 
at Teneriffe, and whole handfome demeanour towards me is moft deferving of remem¬ 
brance, I have to particularize M. Le Due de Bethancourt, colonel of the regiment 
of Ultonia, a defeendant of that famous Jean de Bethancourt, a Norman nobleman, 
who was at the fame time the conqueror and legiflator of the Canaries. One of the 
greateft men of the fifteenth century, fo fecund in prodigies, Jean de Bethancourt pof- 
l’effed all the heroifm and chivalric enthufiafm of his age, without, at the fame time 
participating the ignorance peculiar to it, its fanaticifin, or ferocity. His memory* 
eternally dear to the Canarians, will be, for his lateft pofterity, an inalienable title to 
the moft flattering diftinaion ; but this defendant, of whom I fpeak, had other, and 
more allowable titles to elteem, 

fti- Le Marquis de Nava poffeffes a very handfome botanic garden at Orotava ; 
this nobleman confecrates a portion of his large revenue to naturalizing, in the illands 
of the archipelago, all thofe vegetables tending to increafe their commerce, enrich 
the foil, embellifh the vallies, and clothe their bare and fterile mountains : it is juft 
he Ihould be upheld to the notice and efteem of every man of worth, as one of the 
benefactors of his country. 

At La Laguna, Mr. Savignon, phyfician of government, diftinguilhes himfelf in his 
profefiion by an honourable chara&er, and extenfive knowledge, 

Mr. Cologant, of that lefpeCtable family in which politenels to French travellers 
ferns to be hereditaiy, and the merited eulogy of which is repeated in all our na¬ 
tional relations of modern times; Mr. Cologant, I fay, took pleafure in communi¬ 
cating to us information of the moft interefting kind, on the fubjeft of the hft 
eruption of the volcano of Cahorra; the coloured drawing of it, effefted by himfelf 
with considerable nicety, was kindly lent to fuch of us as felt difpofed to take a copy. 
Finding it, on my return to Europe, in the work of Mr. Bory, I regretted that he had 
not commemorated the name of its real author, as omiffions of tins kind, however 
unintentional, are oftentimes of fnfficient weight to leffen, or even deftroy the confi¬ 
dence liberally afforded by foreigners to European travellers, a confidence of which 
I myfelf have received fo many generous teftimonials at different epochs on our 
voyage. 

_ During our ftay at Teneriffe, the barometer conftantly remained at 2 8 p 3' to 28“ 
4 ; the thennometei on board, in the fliade, and at noon, varied between 17 and 20° 
giving for a mean 18, 5"; a refult which agrees with the experiments of Lamanon and 
Labillardiere, made at the fame place, and under fimilar circumftances. 

Of all the hypothefes refpeaing the Canaries, which owe their origin to the tradf. 
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lions of the ancients, the mod fingular, certainly, and the molt generally admitted is, 
that of the exiftence of a great continent, of which they formed a part, and which, 
under the name of Atlantis, is reputed to have occupied the ocean which now 
divides Africa from America. This opinion has not wanted fupporters in fome 
travellers, feduced themfelves by the authority of Plato, or the fophifms of many 
modem writers. Volumes on this fubjecl have been filled with compilations and 
citations, while the original documents ft ill continue unproduced. Authors, inftead 
of comparing the prefent phyfical conftitution of the countries refpefting which they 
feek to eftablifh the ancient accounts, have bewildered themfelves in differtation and 
hypothefis: Mr. Bailly is, however, one who departs from the beaten track, in his 
manner of difcuffing the important queftion of the exiftence of the Atlantic continent. 
The interefting obfervations of this enlightened mineralogift arefubjoined. 

« Many celebrated writers,” fays he, “ have devoted attention, on the teftitnony 
of Plato, to the former exiftence of Atlantis ; the majority of thofe who admit its 
exiftence, have confidered the Canary lllands, defignated by the ancients under the 
name of the Fortunate Ifiands, as remnants of this land, which, in the opinion of fome, 
compvifed no lefs than the fpace between Africa and America, and, perhaps, even 
formed a part of thefe two continents, connecting the one with the other. The 
chain of mountains which traverfes the northern part of Africa, denominated Mount 
Atlas, ferved materially to fupport their fyftem ; for in the iilands of which we treat, 
they law the continuaiion of this chain, which, by a flight bend, connected the Azores; 
they alfo as readily fuppofed the Cape Verd Iflands to be links of the mountains of 
the* interior of Africa. The fame authority indeed which thus aggregated the Cana¬ 
ries, the Azores, and Cape Verd Iflands, might as reafonably allow the junction, 
to the loft continent, of the other Atlantic Iflands, fuch asTriftan d’Acunha, Afcenfion, 
St. Matthew, the Trinity, St. Helena, Noronha, &c.; for afluredly it would not have 
been too bold a flight to have embraced even thofe within the limits of a country of 
greater extent , according to the high-prieft of Sat's, than Afia and Lybia united*. 

« Bm the grounds for conjedturing a union fo fingular as this, and of fuch diftant 
parts, are hitherto no other than the vague traditions of the ancients ; the inquilitors 
into the fad have moreover confined themfelves to the mere infpection of charts j 
they have neglected to compare the phyfical conftitution of the fuppofed wreck of 
Atlantis, with the continents to which they deem it to have been united. This com- 
parifon it is which I propofe to examine. 

« All travellers agree in their ftatement, that the chains of mountains which traverfe 
Africa and America, are efi'entially primitive that the lands between them are of 
later origin; and that the fpots, known to belong to the domain of fubterraneous 
fires, are, compared with the remainder of thefe continents, few in number and of 
final 1 extent. 

« Different is the character of the iflands fprinkled in the Atlantic Ocean ; they 
are univerfally volcanic, whether Angle iflands, fuch as Afcenfion, St. Helena, Trinity, 

# Tim is another enor fo common with French writers, Mr. Bailly clearly, by the extent he fancier 
to have been aferibed by the high-prieft of Sais to this difputed country, whofc inhabitants fubjugated 
Europe, Africa, Egypt, and Afta* reckons that, by Aha, was meant the whole of that dmlion of the globe 
known to us at pi dent under that denomination ; whereas, with the Egyptians, Syrians, Greeks, and 
Romans, by the term Aha that country alone was defignated now fubjedt to the Turks, and known by 
the name of Afia Minor; neither by Lybia, as he appears by \m comparifun to conceive, was the 
divifion now called Africa intended, but only a very final! portion, comparatively fpeakmg, of that con¬ 
tinent* Tiu 

• Madeira-* 


75° VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 

Madeira, See. or in groups, the Azores for example, the Canaries, and Cape Verd 
Iilaiids, Triflan d’Ac unha, and thofe by which it is furrounded. 

“ Thefe i(lands appear to rife from the bofom of a deep fea; their flanks are fteep, 
and ahnoft perpendicular; the channels by which they are feparated are of fathomlefs 
depth j banks and (hallows, fo common in other archipelagos, have no exiftence 
here. If, occafionally, fome ini'ulaied rock appears, whether it belong to fome 
neighbouring ifland, or be dillinct, it furnifhes ground for lirailar obfervations with 
the larger iflands. In no one of them is true granite found, any real porphyry, or 
primitive ichiftus; as for the calcareous fubftances which fome of them prefent, they 
are no other titan depofits of (hells and madripores. 

“ From the Ample perfpe&ive I have afforded, it, I think, evidently refults, that a 
difference fo abfolute, and fo general between the actual conllitution of the Atlantic 
Iflands, and that of the continent, rebuts the idea of a common origin, and even of 
any former juniSion. From thefe lame fafts it may likewife be inferred, that the 
hypothefis, which is obftinately perfifted in, of computing the Atlantic Iflands to be 
veitiges of an ancient continent, is incapable of defence ; for thefe iflands being uni- 
verfally volcanic, to (upport the hypothefis, either we mult fuppofe that Atlantis was 
a continent altogether of volcanic nature, or, that the volcanic parts alone of this 
continent furvived the cataftrophe by which it was buried in the waves : now, both 
the one and the other fuppofition are deftitute of likelihood.” 

CHAP. III .—From the Canaries to the IJle of France . 

£ 1 3th November 1800 to 15th March 1 801.3 

THE 13 th November In the afternoon, having (lowed away the provifions we came 
to take in at the Canaries, we weighed anchor. At four we paffed by the little town 
of Candilaria, famous on account of the miracles of the virgin of that name. The 
whole of this part of the ifland of Teneriffe is of an afpect equally wild, and as com¬ 
pletely barren as the coaft of Anaya. In the evening we difeovered the iflands Gomera 
and Palma, which we left on the weft, palling them during the night. 

On the 15th we were under the tropic of Cancer $ the 18th we reckoned ourfelves 
,abreaft of Cape Verd Iflands: from this latter point to the latitude of Gambia, we had 
tolerably favourable winds ; but here we were fo completely becalmed as to be unable 
to pafs the equator before the 12th December, and, notwithftanding the efforts of our 
commander, who endeavoured to gain i o° or 12% were obliged to crofs it in 24° 6 ' W j 
calms, currents, and baffling winds, oppofing all his endeavours to cut the line more 
towards the eaft. It is, doubtlefs, worthy of remark, that Admiral D’Entrecafteaux, 
defirous nine years before of following a fimilar courfe to crofs the equator in 16 or 18 0 , 
experienced fimilar obftacles, and, like us, was carried away by currents and ftorms as 
far as 26° towards the weft. 

On the 30th December, we crofted the tropic of Capricorn for the firft time. In 
the night oi the 23-24111 January 1801, we were under the meridian of Paris, in 
about 36° of latitude fouth. 

1 he 3d February, we doubled the Cape of Good Hope from eight to ten leagues 
difbnt. . We diftinguiflied pretty clearly the Table Mountain, notwithftanding the fog 
with which it was then furrounded. 

The 3d and 4th March, we experienced a violent gale, which Iafted about four-and- 
twenty hours, and fo ftrongly affected the atmofphere, that the barometer funk 
xo, 8 lines. The Naturalifte fuffered fome damage in her fails. We were at this time 

9 * in 
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In the Mofatnbique channel, famous for the frequency and violence of the ftorms 
to which it is fubjeft. On the loth, we again paffed the tropic of Capricorn. 

At length, in the afternoon of the 13th, we difcerned the mountains of the Ifle of 
France, after a voyage of a hundred and forty-five days, reckoning from our departure, 
the 1110ft tedious length of time ever employed in the paffage. The obftinacy of our 
commander in perfifting to keep too clofe to the African coaft, was the principal caufe 
of its long duration ; and, as this delay was attended with the mod calamitous con- 
fequences to the whole of our after operations, I confider it proper to make fome 
comments on this bead¬ 
le wo courfes naturally prefent themfelves to the navigator from Europe about to 
double the Cape of Good Hope : the one by fleering along the coaft of Africa, cutting 
the equator as much as poffihle towards the eaft ; the other, when in the latitude of the 
Cape Verd Hlands, by bearing weftward towards the eaflern coaft of America, fo as to 
divide the line in a5 or even 30° of longitude weft of Paris, In this laft courfe, when 
in 33 0 of Touthern latitude, north-weft, and afterwards weftern winds are met with, by 
favour of which, a (hip makes a rapid courfe eaftward, to double the famous cape we 
fpeak of. 

There can be no doubt, if one merely computes the length of the two courfes, the 
former mail be preferred ; but the fldlful failor takes into his calculation more than 
the relative pofitions of places ; he knows that the wideft di (lance is nothing to him, 
provided he be conftantly favoured by currents and winds; and that, on the contrary, 
he may be detained for weeks or even months, on the fhorteft trip, when thefe fame 
winds and currents oppofe his courfe, or where, what he dreads ft ill more, his motion- 
lefs fhip is detained by obflinate calms. 

Now, in the coafting voyage along the. north-weft fliores of Africa, the whole of 
thefe inconveniencies are united : in fact, we are taught by experience, that the general 
direction of the winds prevalent in thefe parts is eaft-fouth-eaft, or even fouth-eaft, 
and furthermore, that the currents in this portion of the Atlantic Ocean run to the 
north-weft ^ it teaches us in fhort that, of ail the known feas, that which bathes the 
equatorial portion of the weftern coaft of Africa is the mod fubjefl to calms, and 
thofe of long continuance- All the moft enlightened navigators agree in the fa£ls I 
give, and Captain Dampier, whofe works, the fruit of long practice, are fo valuable 
for their preclfion, has particularly noticed them in his Treat if e-on Winds . 

By the other courfe, on the contrary, the currents, fo oppofite in that along the 
coaft, favour the veffel bearing to the weft; and the calms, fo formidable off that 
coaft, are much lefs frequent, and, efpecially, of far fhorter duration in the middle of 
the Atlantic, whether their exiftencc be derived from the flicker of a large continent, 
or whether they proceed from any other phyfical caufe. And laftly, weft winds which 
the navigator requires on attaining 33 or 35 0 foutb, arefo conftant in the latter direction, 
that they may fafbly be computed on beforehand *. 

It is not then without good reafon, that the moft intelligent navigators prefer the 
weftern courfe, although apparently much longer; and this preference is certainly of 
long (landing, fince as early as the firfl voyages of Schouten, we find it approved from 
experience. This celebrated traveller relates that, during his firfl voyage from Europe 
to India in 1658, the captain of the fhip in which he failed, a well-informed man, 
had a dlfpute with another, who commanded a different veffel belonging to the Dutch 

* We fhall have occafioii m another part to advert to the conftaney of weft winds in ihia part of the 
feu them heimfphere. 

company. 
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company, and was his confort to Batavia. The captain of his veflel, grounding, h:s 
reafons on what I have related, wiflied to run towards the weft ; the other, deceived 
by his eyes and inexperience, refolved on coafting the ihores of Africa. Differing 
thus in opinion the two captains feparated, each taking his own courfe; but the know¬ 
ledge of Schouten’s captain availed him fo much that he arrived two months before the 
inexperienced coafter. _ * 

From complete acquaintance with all thefe circumftances, is it, that Englifh Blips 
bound to India are accuftomed to near the coaft of Brazil, fo as not to cut the line 
more towards the eaft than 28, 30, or even 35” weft; and the fliips belonging to the 
company follow the fame plan as thofe fitted out by private perfons. 

Moreover, it is not only on doubling the Cape of Good Hope, that the currents 
and calms off" the coaft of Africa are to be apprehended ; the daily voyages to Ma- 
lembo and Loango, and the coaft of Angola, are frequently much prolonged by 
them ; and experience here alfo teaches that, to efcape them, fliips muft keep as far 
as pofiible from the gulf of Guinea, and confequently bear away to the weft to return 
again, and fometimes to the fouth, in order to arrive at their place of deftination. The 
fame precaution fhould likewife be taken by thofe who leave Loango for the Antilles. 
Dampier even affirms, that on fuch a voyage it is neceflary to bear to the weft the 
fj-ace of 30° or 35 0 before the line be crofted, to afcend towards the north, and after¬ 
wards to fleer north-weft. This courfe, fays lie, is that purfued by the moft en¬ 
lightened failors, and however long it may be in appearance, it is neverthelefs the 
ihorteft in reality; for thofe who cut the equator too much towards the eaft to range 
along the coaft of Africa, and bear away at once towards the north-weft, are almoft 
always fubjeft to tirefome calms, and affailed by ftorms, which are more frequent, 
and far more dangerous in the vicinage of the coaft of Guinea, than in the middle of 
the Atlantic ocean. 

Laftly, Mr. De Grandpre, whofe teftimony is valuable, from his having long fre¬ 
quented thefe feas, Mr. De Grandpre exclaims, with juft reafon, againft thofe ignorant 
or timid captains, who, notwithftanding the fatal experience of other navigators, con¬ 
tinue to coaft along the fhores of Africa: he relates, among other examples, that of 
a veflel, which, detained by calms, and thwarted by currents, was eleven months on 
its paffage from France to the coaft of Angola. In one word, if it were not foreign 
to the nature of my work to lengthen this difcuflion, it would be by no means difficult 
for me to prefent fo great a number of fafts and obfervarious, favourable to a weftern 
courfe, as to make its merit of preference demonftratively evident; for my prefent 
object it fuffices that I have put it in the power of the reader to appreciate duly the 
extent of the fault of our chief. It will Ihortly be feen, indeed, that as a neceflary refult 
of this lofs of rime, as eafy to have Forefeen as prevent, he found himfelf obliged, at 
the very outfide of his voyage, to invert the whole order of operations. Such are the 
vexations and irreparable confequences which, in the execution of great undertakings, 
may refult from the moft trivial faults ! 

The narrative of a voyage to India, it ffiould feern, after the numerous voyages of 
all nations to that part, during more than three centuries, muft be uniufceptible of 
exciting any intereft unproductive of any new obfervation; neverthelefs, that this is 
not the cafe will appear from a curfory glance over the multitude of relations furnifhed 
at different epochs. In thefe, nearly all the navigators will be found to have been occupied 
with the moft common objects, mere echoes of what had a hundred rimes before been 


* Dampier alfo recommends to pafe tlie line between 3© 0 3nd 33* weft. 
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toM by their predeceflors, and neglecting all the real novelty to be found in this im- 
nienfe field, comprehending at once the whole length of the Atlantic Ocean, the 
Indian Sea, the two temperate zones, and the equatorial, belt of the world. Yet, 
what a valuable fucceffionof obfervations might there not, in fuch a voyage, be made 
on the atmofphere, and its temperature in different latitudes of the one and other 
hemifphere, on the variations of the barometer and hygrometer under fimilar circura- 
ftances! On the temperature of the fea alfo, at its furface, compared with that of 
the atmofphere at different parts of the day and the night! And the warmth of the 
fea, at great depths, does it not prcfent a career fecund in refults of greateft intereft ? 
Are we not moreover reduced to vain conjectures on the depth of the fea, and the 
relative proportion of the falmefs of its waters ? Our opinions are they not flill irre- 
folute refpeCting the real caufe of the phofphorefcence of the fea, of this marvellous 
phenomenon, io common, yet fo ill explained, and, it might be faid, fo ill examined 
till the prefent day ? And calling the eye over the wide expanfe of the ocean, are 
there not a crowd of pelagic animals, ofmollufcaa, and zoophytes efpecially, which 
might be dtfcovered, and only wait, to exhibit new prodigies, a fearch into their organi¬ 
zation, an hiftorian of their mode of life ? 

Here, certainly, are fubjeCts for obfervation, numerous enough and fufficiently at¬ 
tractive, to be purfued during the long voyage in queftion; fubjects, on which attention 
would far better be fixed than on flying-fifties, dorados, lharks, and their pilots *, &c. 
To voyages of fuch defcription, and to thefe alone, does it belong to furnifh the 
precious materials of a phyfical and meteorological chart of the fea, a chart of 
which fcience deplores the want, and the moil limple elements of which it would feek 
in vain in heaps of narratives, mere repetitions, the one of the other. 

In directing my attention to the feveral fubjeCts I have detailed, I was defirous rather 
of pointing out this new career, than of boafting on account of my having purfued it j 
but the refults I have obtained from thefe firft attempts appear to me of fufficient 
utility to claim a fummary expofition in this work ; the minutiae of the obfervations of 
which thefe are the fruits I referve for other occafions, and for other works. 

SECTION I. — Meteorological Obfervations. 

THESE obfervations were made with the thermometers of Dollond and Moffy, the 
barometers of the latter artift, and the hygrometers, with double hairs, of Richer. 
That the obfervations might better be compared, I made a point of repeating them four 
times every day at the molt oppofite hours, that is to fay, at fix, night and morning, at 
noon and midnight. The obfervations were commenced with the voyage, were made 
in the open air in all weathers, and on the quarter deck. The firft forces of my labours 
furnilhed me with the following general refults. 

Indications of the Thermometer . 

1. The temperature, under fimilar circumftances of weather, rifes progreffively 
with an advance towards the equator. 

2. It progreffively falls in failing from it. 

3. The proportion of its rife and fall is not the fame in either hemifphere ; the mean 
of the heat in the fouthern being lefs than in the correfponding northern latitudes. 

# The remora Is called the from its conftantly preceding the fhark, and pointing out to it 
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4. Under firnilar circumftances, the temperature of the atmofphere between tlie 
tropics is lefs in the open fea than in the interior of continents, or even in iflands: the 
greateft heat experienced under the line did not exceed 25°, and the mean heat was 
much inferior. 

5. The variations of temperature are fmaller, and lefs frequent, in proportion as 
the equator is nearer approached, and the contrary. 

6. Not only are the variations of temperature lefs confiderable from one day, or 
even one month, to another, between the tropics and in the open fea ; but, in ordinary 
weather, the difference between the temperature of the day, taken in the fhade at 
noon, and that of the night, taken at midnight, is inconiiderable ; for, of forty ob- 
fervations made between the 2 2d of November and ift December 1800, and which 
furnifhed me with a totat of 909,6° of heat, thofe made at noon gave 233°, and thofe 
at midnight 222,7 s , which makes a difference for each day of fcarcely one degree; a 
phenomenon the more remarkable, as from the experiments of Miller, Beze, Pifon, 
Halley, Lifter, Sic. it is known that the difference of the heat of the day and the 
night is greater in equatorial regions on ihore, of which we lhall have occafion to notice 
many examples witneffed by ourfelves. 

Indications of the Hygrometer. 

M B . As this ia the firft lime that this valuable in ft rument was employed at fea, it was before-hand 
evident, that obfervatfons made with it would yield very important refutu* Whether thdfe ex¬ 
piations were founded on reafon will be ften. 

7. Under fimilar circumftances, the hydrometer indicates an increafe of humidity 
in proportion to the advance towards the equator. 

8. The pofitive humidity of the atmofphere appears to leffen in proportion to the 
increafed elevation of the pole. 

9. The variations of the hygrometer are more rare and feeble the nearer it is to 
the equator, and the contrary. 

to. The hygrometer, in the center of the equatorial regions, at moil, conftantly 
maintains the point of complete faturation. 

Indications of the Barometer . 

t 1. Circumftances alike, the barometer finks in proportion to the advance towards 
the equator. 

12. It rifes progreflively in receding from it. 

13. The variations of the barometer are more flight and lefs common, under fimilar 
circumftances, in'proportion to its approximity to the equator, and the reverfe. 

14. The uniform level of the theatre of our obfervations, the diftance or abfence 
of any foreign caufe to difturb the atmofphere at fea, renders the progreflion of the 1 - 
barometer much more regular, and its variations more fubjeft to companion than could 
poflibly be the cafe on large continents: on this account the inftrument is of great 
utility to mariners, of which our own experiments leave not rhe flighteft doubt. 

Relation of the Barometer and Hygrometer . 

15. The variations of the barometer have an indifputable affinity to thofe of the 
hygrometer. 

16. The fall of the mercury correfponds, in the greateft number of inftances, with 
the increafe of humidity j and the greater this becomes, the more is that perceptible. 

9 17. The 
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17. The elevation of the barometer almoft always correfponds with the decreafe of 
humidity in the atmofphere ; circumftances being the fame, it is greater in proportion 
to the diminution of moifture indicated by the hygrometer. 

Winds. 

18- The winds decreafe in force and are more conftant in proportion to the 
proximity of the equatorial regions, and the contrary. 

Relation of the Winds to the Barometer. 

19. The winds appear to have influence, really, and independently of other cir¬ 
cumftances, on the variations of the barometer; for I have frequently feen the mer¬ 
cury fink fuddenly three, four, five, fix, and even eight lines during the prevalence 
of dry and cold winds, notwithftanding the rapid decreafe of moifture in the atmo- 
fphere ; a eircumftance, which, according to the too general theory of Deluc, fliould, on 
the contrary, have occasioned the mercury to afcend. 

20. This a£tion of the winds on the barometer, under fimilar circumftances, 
appeared to me to be generally in proportion to their frigidity and velocity combined: 

Atmofpherieal Phenomena. 

21. The mifty ftate of the Iky obferved towards noon in all the equatorial regions, 
' and defignated by navigators, a grey Jky. a thick horizon, i gauzy fly, or a mifty horizon \ 

the fplendid pomp of fun-rife and fun-fet in the fame climates, and the ferenity of the 
heavens during the night, which prefents fo remarkable a contrail to the mifty ftate 
of the atmofphere during the day; the frequency, and the almoft inftantaneous form¬ 
ation of thofe menacing clouds described by fo many travellers, of thofe florins known 
by the name of bull’s eyes; the aftoni(lung permeability of moifture, from which it is 
next to impoflible to preferve the moil valuable objefe; the profufion of rain, and the 
large fize of the drops that fall —all thefe phenomena of equatorial meteorology, 
unexplained before, appear to me to depend almoft exclufively on the moift 
ftate of the atmofphere in thefe parts; and the theory of annofpheric refraction, in 
my opinion, is allied in an important manner to obfervations of this delcription. 

General Refults. 

22. If to thefe refults of our enquiries thofe obtained by Mr. Humboldt on the 
decreafe of the intenfity of the magnetic power towards the equator be joined, it 
follows, that all thefe grand phenomena of phyfics experience molt important modifi¬ 
cations in proportion to the proximity of this line: on advancing towards it the force 
of gravitation and the intenfity of the magnetic force diminifh, the barometer finks, 
the thermometer rifes, the hygrometer advances towards faturation, the winds are lefs 
ftrong and more conflant, and the progreffion of all the inftruments becomes more 
regular, while their variations diminifh. 

SECT. II. — Temperature of the Sea. 

TINDER fimilar circumftances, and at the times o'f making my meteorological ob¬ 
fervations, I followed up a long feries of refearches on the relation of the temperature 
of the fea with that of the atmofphere; the refult I have detailed to the Inftitute. 

With an apparatus conftrufled after a plan of my own, I attempted at the fame 
epoch, in concert with my colleague and my friend Depuch, forne obfervations on the 
temperature of the ocean at great depths > and from them I was led to lufpecf a pro- 
grefiive coolnefs of the water of the fea proportionate to the diftance from the Jurface. 
I ihall, on a future occafion, have to return to this curious part of our labours. 

c d 2 SECI. 
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SECT. III. — Salt fiefs of the Wafer of the Sea, 

IN the number of the molt important observations requisite for the physical hiftnry 
of the fea, thofe certainly muff be placed which have for their object to determine the 
pofitive and relative proportion of faltnefs in its water, under different latitudes, and at 
different depths. Hitherto, however, experiments of this defcription are few, and even 
thefe flrfl effays feem to me altogether wanting of exadnefs in their principles, and 
confequently to be ufelels in their refults. In fact, fpecific gravity, taken as a bafe for 
works of this kind by Jngen-houfs, Labillardiere, and M. Humboldt, in my contempla¬ 
tion, is a means incapable of affording any precife conclufions, on account of the 
enormous quantity of corpufcules, oftentimes vifible by the micro fcope, which abound 
in fait water, and which, poflibly foreign to the matter of the fait itfelf, cannot fail to 
affedl the fpecific gravity of the liquid in which they float, and are, one may fay, diffolvcd, 
on account of the gelatinous mucus which tranfudes from the whole of their exteriors, 
and gives to the pureft fea-water the vifcous character by which it is particularized. 

The mode adopted by Sparman, of colleding fea-water and preferring it afterwards 
in bottles, is even more.exceptionable ; the putrefadion to which the water is fubjed 
never failing of changing all its conftituent parts, and producing others, by the 
fpontaneous decompofition of the numberlefs animalcule we have noticed. 

To obviate thefe different inconveniencies, at every five degrees of latitude, I pro- 
pofed to colled a pretty large quantity of fea-water, fay ioolbs., to filter it through 
brown paper, and to determine afterwards its fpecific gravity by means of the areometer * 
of Nicholfon, a means of itfelf effentially defedive, as will appear from what has before 
been faid, but which, being only acceffory here, was of utility, as the water by filtration 
would previoufly be feparated from the major part of the' heterogeneous fubftances. 
This firft operation finifhed, I intended to diftill the filtered water in one of the alembics, 
furniflied us by government, and continue the evaporation of it till I had concentrated 
as much as poffible all the faline fubftances in folution. Uniting afterwards the refiduuni 
of thefe diftillations in one or more bottles, frcurely clofed with emery, I propofed, 
on my return, to confide this fucceffion of valuable fpecimens to M. Fourcroy, who, 
no doubt, would not have failed to give exad analyfes of them. This plan, independent 
ol the precife refults of which it feems fufceptible, held out the double advantage of 
exading only a feries.of operations, very eafy, even on board of Ihip, and of rendering 
needlefs all the minutiae of a delicate analyfis, which could not be purfued with fulficient 
nicety in the midft of the embarraffinents incident on a fea voyage. ——Unfortunately in 
this, as in many other inftances, I was obliged to give way to the fpirit of contradidion 
in our chief j and I fliould have abftained from 1 peaking here of this my plan of ex¬ 
periments, had it not appeared to me neceffary to call the attention of ftudents of phyfics, 
and travellers, to this curious part of the hiftory of the fea, and to point out to the 
latter a procefs, as eafy of pradice, as exad in its refult. 

SECT. IV. — Pbofphorefcence of the Sea. 

UNDER relations, certainly not lefs fmgular, the ocean again was the objed of my 
refearches. The phofphorefcence of its water, from the time of Ariftotle and Pliny, 
has been an objed of intereft and meditation, as well for travellers as the lovers of 
phyfics. How numerous and varied indeed are the phenomena it prefents! * Here 

the 

* However brilliant the rapid account I give of the principal phenomena of phofphorefcence may at firft 
fightjjappear, yet is there not a word, not an epithet indeed, but is borrowed from the obfervations of men the 


VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 757 

the furface of the ocean fparkles, and fliines throughout its whole extent like 
a filver fluff eleftrified in the dark ; there the waves roll out in immenfe fheets of 
fulphur and bitumen in flames; in other parts again the fea refenibles a vaftocean of 
milk, the limits of which are loft in the horizon. Bemardin de St. Pierre has de- 
lcribed, with enthufiafm, the brilliant liars which by myriads fpring from the bottom 
of the fea, and of which he obferves with truth, our fireworks are but a feeble imi¬ 
tation. Others fpeak of thofe maffes, in guife of fire, which roll over the waves like 
fo many red-hot balls, and of this defeription we ourfelves faw one apparently not lefs 
than 20 feet in diameter. Many failors have noticed incandefcent parallelograms, cones 
of light revolving round their own axes, fplendid garlands, and ferpentining illumi¬ 
nations. In fome parts of the fea columns of fire, eliciting fparks, are thrown up from 
i the bofom of the deep : in others, clouds of light and phofphorus are feen traverfing the 
waves in the midft of darknefs. Occafionally the ocean appears decorated with an irn- 
menfe fcarf of moveable and wavy light, the ends of which exceed the limits of 
fight. All thefe phenomena, and many other which I abftain from indicating here, 
however marvellous they may appear, are not the lefs inconteftable; they have been 
deferibed by travellers of undiluted veracity, and I myfelf have obferved the major 
part of them in different quarters of the fea. 

How numerous the theories which fucceffively have been publifhed to explain thefe 
kinds of prodigies! Now the fpirit of fait, bitumen, petroleum, and animal oil, have been 
held forth as the elements of thefe varied phenomena; the fpawn of fifh now, of 
mollufcse and the remains of fea animals; and now again, the gelatinous mucus 
which tranfudes from fifh continually, from zoophytes, mollufcas, &c.; fome natural ills 
have aferibed it to a fpecies of movement of putrefaftion in the fuperficial beds of the 
ocean; many have called light to their afliftance for expounding the myftery; and while 
fome imagine it ailing in combination, others confider it as exclufively reflected. 
Eleftricity could but aft a principal part in this quality of the fea with many, and 
numbers of celebrated charafters have attributed the phofphorefcence to its agency. 
More recently ftill, phofphorus, and its divers combinations, have opened a new field 
for hypothefis; fome have fuppofed it in thefe phenomena to be in a pure ftate, and 
others combined with hydrogen.—In fhort, there are no kinds of explanation, likely, or 
abfiird, which have been omitted ; and, neverthelefs, the opinion of ftnft naturalifts 
continues yet uncertain as to the real caufe of this grand phenomenon of nature. 

In the phyfical and meteorological part of my works, I fhall have occafion to examine 
more particularly thefe different theories, and fhall, I trull, be able to fhew how much, 
one of them excepted, they are inadequate to the folution of the different data of the 
problem; here I fhall merely publifh fome of the refuks of my experiments and long 
refearches into the fubjecl. 

i. Phofphorefcence effentially pertains to all feas ; it is alike obfervable in the middle 
of the equatorial regions, in the feas of Norway, and Siberia, and in thofe of the 
antarftic pole. 


moft precife* and lead fufceptible of enthufiafm or exaggeration- It will be fdfficient I fliould fpecify 
the names of Cook, La Peroufe, Labillardiere, Vancouver, Banks, Sparmann* Sounder, Lamanon, 
Dapres de la Mannevilette, Le Gentil, Adamfon, Fleurieu, Marchand, Stavorinus, Spallanzani* Bourzeis* 
Linnaeus* Pifun, Hunter, Byron* Beal, Adler, Rathgcb, Martens, De Gen ties* Hicnie, Dagelet, 
Dtequemarre, Bacon, Lefcarlot, Lteflingius* Shaw* Sloane, Taehard, Dembey, O/anam, Barter, 
Tamflrom, Marfigli, Kahn, Naflau, Pontoppedan, Morogue* Phipps, Poutriucourt, Heittman, Kirch- 
mayer, Anfon, Frezier, Le Maire* Vannei, Rhumpe, Rogers, Drake, & c. 

2. Circum- 
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z. Circum (lances alike, pliofphorefcence is generally more powerfully exhibited 
and more conftant between the tropics, or near to them, than in latitudes more towards 
the poles. 

3. The conftantly warmer temperature of the equinoxial feas appears to be the 

mediate caufe of this difference. , 

4. Under A mils r circum fiances, pliofphorefcence exifts on a grander fcale and more 
conflantly along coafts, in narrow feas and ftraits, than in wide extending feas and at 
diflance from land. 

5. Commonly this phenomenon is apparent in proportion to the roughnefs of the fea, 
and the darknefs of the night. 

6. It is however perceptible even in the calmeft weather, and the brighteft moon¬ 
light. 

7. All the phenomena of the phofphorefcence of fea water, however multiplied and 
lingular, are alcribable to one caufe, the luminoufnefs attached to fea animals, and 
molt efpecially to mollufcte, and other foft zoophytes. My numerous experiments, 
and the beautiful feries of phofphorefcent animals executed by M. Lefueur, will I truft 
empower me to remove all rational doubt of this important truth. 

8. The active phofphorefcence inherent in animals, different in every refpeCt from the 
weak light, which in certain inftances emanates frqm putrid decompoAcion, is fo com¬ 
pletely dependent on the organization and life of thefe animals, that it increafes with 
their growth, diminiflies with their decay, becomes extinct with their life, and after 
death is incapable of reproduction. 

SECT. V. — Obfervatians pertaining to Natural Hi/lory. 

HOWEVER varied my obfervations onphyfics and meteorology, they did notabforb 
all my time; fo much may there be bellowed to ftudy on board of flap, where, far from 
the bufy hum of cities, man finds himfelf fo completely removed from all family duties, 
or the courtefies of friendlhip, from all relations in Ihort of fociety. The ftudy of 
mollufcEC, or pelagic zoophytes, in particular, employed all my Ieifure moments: it 
had been molt efpecially recommended to me by M. Cuvier, who may, if the expref- 
fion is allowed, be looked upon as the creator of this important clafs of the animal king¬ 
dom, and whofe counfels and mftructions ferved to regulate my enquiries. My col¬ 
league Mange, my friend Lefueur, worked with me in concert, and we had the grateful 
fatisfaction to make, in this ftudy, difcoveries equally numerous and interefting ; but 
the detail of thefe being incongruous to our narrative, it will fuffice I prefent, in a rapid 
iketch, a picture of fome of thefe animals, too long neglected by naturalifts, and 
which, by the Angularity of their form, their extraordinary organization, the beauty 
of their hues, and the variety of their habitudes, fo richly merit the attention of the 
enlightened part of the community. 

At the head of thefe animals prefents itfelf thePhyfale, a fpeciesof zoophytes which, 
by means of a membranous bladder, much refembling that of certain fifh, always floats 
on the fur face of the fea ; a fort of mufcular and membranous ridge, which rifes lon¬ 
gitudinally in folds from the upper part of the inflated veficle, furniihes the animal 
with a real fail, the dimenfions of which it can vary at pleafure, to fuit the force and di¬ 
rection, of the wind ; to this Angularity, no doubt, are attributable the names by which 
it is diftlnguifbed, of frigate, gaelette, galley y &c. names given it by Tailors of all nations: 
a treacherous animal, it extends over the furface of the water numerous feelers, feveral 
feet in length, of an ultramarine blue colour extremely lively and bright. Woe to the 
• hand 
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hand that ventures to lay hold on them; the fcnfation ot a burn is not more faJdeix 
than that of the hidden poifon of thefe inftruments of prey. An infupportable pain in 
the part touched by them, and a complete numbnefs in^the correfpondmg limb, are 
the almoft inftantaneous effects of the flighted contadh Sometimes little white blifters 
are raifed on the fkm, fimilar to thofe occafioned by hinging nettles, caufing a very 
poignant fmart, which generally lafts from twenty-four to lix-and-thirty hours- X^ hat 
is the nature of this fubtle poifon ? No pofitive experiment has hitherto been made oi it; 
all that I can fay rnyfelf from trial is, that on Immerging this animal in water ftrongty 
impregnated with any acid whatever, and efpecially fulphuric or muriatic acid, the 
beautiful blue colour of its feelers immediately became red, as if the element of their 
colour was of a vegetable nature- I muft add, this fifti feems to poflefs a fpecially ftu- 
pifying power over the animals on which it feeds ; for, other wife, it would be lmpof- 
fible to conceive how an animal fo weak as the phyfale can retain in its nets, and in a 
manner devour alive, fifties four or five inches in length, as we had frequent oppoi- 
tunnies of obferving. For this laft purpofe, the galley employs a prodigious number ot 
fuckers, which depend from the lower part of the airy veficle, and which are fur- 
rounded by the poifonous feelers I have defcribed. w t 

Next to the phyfales in intereft are the Phyffophores j foft, gelatinous animals of the 
moft beautiful colours j their bodies are fupported on the waves by^ means ot a veficle, 
of the fhape of a very fmall olive, and with a very thick coat, the interioi of which is 
filled with air- Is the animal felicitous of plunging into the deep, a valve falls, the air 
by which the bladder is inflated efcapes, the fpeciftc gravity of the animal increafes, and 
It finks. Does it wife to re-afeend, a new bubble of air feems to be developed, or 
rather inftantaneoufly created, the little refervoir again extends its fides, the valve 
clofes, and the phyfTophore, now rendered buoyant, rifes to the fui face of the lea. 

The Vetelles obtain the fame end from different means j on the back of the animal, 
which prefents the figure of a fmall wherry with its bottom upwards, a fort of creft or 
ridge, extremely thin, light, tranfparent, and cartilaginous, rifes in an oblique man¬ 
ner ; this is a large fail which ferves the vetelle to direft its movements, and to vaiy 
and increafe their velocity : always keeping clofe to the wind, this elegant azure boat 
advances in order, tacks with rapidity, and changes its courfe according to its pleafure 
or need, and rarely fails of attaining the prey itpurfues ; this overtaken, it enfolds it 
within its numerous feelers, difpofed round the boat, and devours it by means of the 
multiplex fuckers which hang from its lower exterior- The elegance of the form of 
this animal, the tranlparency of its fail, the beautiful mantle of blue with which it is 
clad, all concur to render it one of the moft pleafmg fpecies of the family to which it 
belongs \ indeed, nothing can afford a more charming picture than thefe animals, 
when, in calm weather, they manoeuvre by thoufands on the furface of the lea, and 
refembie fo many gay flotillas, directed by the fame principles employed in naval taftics 
by man. 

In the Bernes nature feems to have exhaufted herfeif to produce the utmolt grace 
and brilliancy in the elegance of its figure, the richnefsof its hues, and the variety of 
its movements. The fubftance of them, fuperior in pellucidity to the cleared cryflal, 
is generally of a beautiful rofe-colour, that of the opal, or a^ure ; their form is more 
or lefs fpheroidic : eight or ten longitudinal ribs are difpofed around it, each formed of 
a prodigious number of fmall tranfverfal leaves, extremely thin, and of aftonifliing mo¬ 
bility ; thefe conftitute the effential organs of motion of the animal. By the help of 
thefe myriads of little paddles, worked at pleafure, this animal directs its courfe at will 
towards its prey, to avoid an enemy, or in circular revolution about its own axis; by 
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thefe, In Ihort, it effects whatever manoeuvre It needs. What is (till more admirable In 
the heroes, light being deeompofed by the effect of its movements, equally rapid as 
various, its longitudinal ribs become as many living prifms, and envelope the animal 
like eight or ten rainbows, fo animated, and l"o undulating, that language or the pencil 
mu ft in vaiq attempt to defcribe their beauty. 

What lhall I fay now of that other fpccies of zoophytes, which, fimilar to a beautiful 
wreath of cryftal of an azure hue, fwims on the furface of the waves, and lifts above 
them in fuccelfion its diaphanous leaflets, in figure refembling thofe of ivy ! Its beau¬ 
tiful rofy feelers extend to a diftance in fearch of its prey ; it touches it, and inftantly 
it is caught in the fatal net. The animal then contrails itfelf fo as to form a kind of 
circle round the food it has feized. Myriads of fuckers, comparable to long leaches, 
dart at the fame inftant from the leaflets I have noticed, and which, in a ftate of reft, 
ferve to cover and protect them. Paffed but a few feconds, and the moll bulky prey is 
no longer to be feen. Shall 1 dwell on the admirable phofphorefcent property common 
to the majority of animals of this clafs, but which in this manifefts itfelf in a more than 
ufually lively and fplendid degree, and which in the midft of darknefs gives it the fimi- 
litude of a garland of fire and light ? 

What lhall I fay alfo of thole Tanthines, of a purple colour, which make their way 
over the furface of the waves fufpended by a white bunch of airy bladders ? Of thole 
numerous legions of Salpa, of a rofy, azure,-or an opal colour, which form floats of 
thirty or forty leagues in extent, and lhine with fplendour in the dark ? Of thofe Me- 
dufae, equally phofphorefcent, which prefent fomany lingular forms in their organiza¬ 
tion, fo many delicate fliades of colour ? Of thofe Pyrofomes lhaped like an enormous 
finger of a glove, which exhibit no apparent loco-motive organ, no organ of digeftion, 
or of reproduction even, but^which cover the fea with their innumerable holts. The 
fubftance of thefe animals is brilliant in fuch a degree, during the prevalence of dark¬ 
nefs, as to affimilate with molten iron ! Shall I here defcribe thofe charming Glauci, 
of an ultramarine blue, with a Giver band on the back, which referable fo many pelagic 
lizards ? Their gills (branchiae) ramified like handfome llirubs, ferve them at once to 
fwim with and lor lungs. Shall I recall to mind thofe Pneumodertnes which the cele¬ 
brated M. Cuvier, to whom I fent feveral fpecimens, conceives lliould conftitute a new 
order* In the clafs to which they belong, and which have the organ oi refpiration on the 
pofterior part of the back ? Shall I fpeak of thofe Hyales, whofe cantonments are the 
vicinage of the Cape of Good Hope, and which, proteflred only by a Ihell, extremely 
thin, fragile, light, diaphanous, and horny, yet delight in the ftormy waves of the 
Southern Ocean ? One is tempted to take thefe beautiful inollufcte, on feeing them 
difplay their purple fins, for fo many turtles in miniature j and, in fact, it is bv that 
name they are defignated by Tailors, 

Shall 1 dwell on the difcovery of the living Spirula, which at length refolves the great 
problem of the mode of formation of thofe Angular Ihells with feveral cells, which, 
under the names of Numinulites, Belemnites, horns of Ammon, Hippurites, lenticular 
ftones, T urrilites, &c. are of fuch note in the hiftory of the revolutions of our planet, 
of which fo fmall a number of fpecies Ihould feem to have efcaped the great cataftrophes 
of nature, and the living animals pertaining to which were hitherto unknown to natu- 
ralifts ? 

Shall I defcribe thofe azure Porpites, in the membranous Ihell of which the learned 
M. Cuvier fancies a recognition of the type of fome fpecies of nummulites with concen- 

* Annalesdu Mufeurn d’Hiftoire Nsiturdle, No. 21* p* 2 
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trie fpirals, found in a Rate of petrifaction on the fummits of the loftlefl mountains of 
our continent ? 

But I mult here paufe ; for the mere indication of the new and interefting objefts, 
that I and my friends collected in our long voyage from Europe to India* would occa- 
fion me to exceed the natural Omits of this chapter: it will be fufficient to add that 
more than eighty fpecies of new animals were on this occafion the fruits of our dili¬ 
gence ; that many of thefe animals form new genera* or even new orders; that among 
thefe genera there is a fifh, remarkable not only for Its colours* luftrous with gold and 
purple, but ftill more for the pu flu loos conic veficles with which its integuments are 
brifiled* and which oblige it to float conflantly on the furface of the fea. 

CHAP, IV, — Stay at the Tjle of France . 

Qi5th March to 25th April 1801 -3 

General AfpeSt of the IJlandP\ AFTER a long voyage, the fight of any land is, 
doubtlefs, pleafing to the navigator; but how much the more pleafing, when it is that 
where he (ball meet with men, with the manners and language of his native country! 
But, in addition, the pifturefque appearance of the Ifle of France, the extraordinary 
form of its mountains, the verdure with which its furface then was clothed, the multi¬ 
plicity of dwellings and plantations difeovered in the diftance,— all contributed to 
give a new charm to the delight we experienced on attaining this firfl term of our 
voyage. 

Name, Pq{ifion y Dhnenfion The Ifle of France, firfl: difeovered by the Portuguefe, 
who called it Ceme, afterwards occupied by the Dutch under the name of the Ifland 
of Mauritius, and now by the French, who changed this laft denominaton for that it 
bears at prefent ; the Ifle of France, I fay, is a fmall ifland of the Indian Ocean, 
commonly included in the divifion of Africa ; fituate within the tropics, at only 
three degrees from that of Capricorn; it Is of an irregular oval form; at its greatefl 
length it meafures fcarcely eleven leagues \ the breadth is barely eight 5 the circum¬ 
ference is eftiniatejJ to be 45, and its furface, according to the Abbe de la Caille, is 
432,680 toifes * : it is 30 leagues north-call of the Ifle of Reunion f, the foil of which, 
like its own, is entirely \ volcanic; but its mountains are much more elevated §, and 
it ftill poffefffes a burning volcano. 

* This is an error: for toifes fliould be read arpens'communs. M* de la Caille furveyed the ifland 
geometrically in 1753 ; his refolds are given below reduced to Englilb meafure* 

Length' from north to fouth - — 67,970 yards or 3 S miles 5 furlongs. 

Breadth from call to weft - — 47,137 —— — 26 -6 ——— 

Circumference - 193,25s- — 109 - - 

Area - - — - 424,137 Brithh ftatute acres. 

If the fand banks in the north-caft be included, the figure of the ifland ia the fruftrum of a crnie, the 
nearly even bafe of which running from north-eaft-by*norlh to fouth-weft-by-weft, meafures 40J EngUfh 
miles ■ from this bafe to the oppofite ihore the breadth is 25 Englifh miles. Ta. (From Memoires de 
F Academic Frangovfe, anno 1754, p. 118.) 

f The Ifle of France is 30 leagues diiiant north-eaft-by*eaft from the Ifle of Reunion, now again called 
the I lie of Bourbon* This with the Ifle of France are now fubje£t to the Britifh crown* Tr. 

f M. le Gendlin the Mem* de FAcad* Frangoife contradicts this’from minute examination of the 
ifland, aad thews to demonftration that its low parts are an aggregation of pulverized madriperes, coral, 
and vegetable earth. Tr, 

f The moft lofty mountain of the Ifle of France, Morne Brabant, is but 424 toifes in height, while the 
SaJaffeH of the Ifland of Bourbon are reckoned of an eltvatlon oi from 14 to 1600 toifes. 

VOL. XI. 5 E Winds. 
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Winds, Hurricanes.] The predominant winds in the Hie of France are thofe fioni 
the eaft-fouth-eaft, the fouth-eaft, and fouth-fouth-eaft, the mod falutary and grateful that 
can blow in thefe parts. Thofe from the north and the weft, and efpecially from the 
north-weft, bring rain with them, and ahnoft conftantly accompany the hurricanes that 
lay wafte the colony at intervals; but which hurricanes are laid to be far more rare 
than formerly fince the land has been cleared extenfively of trees. Among the moft 
famous hurricanes of modern years thofe are cited of 1786 and 1789. 1 he fir ft took 

place on the 15th of December 1786: the Tea on this occafion rofe three feet eight inches 
above the height of the higheft tides ; the barometer funk 1 2,3 lines, within the fpace 
of four-and-twenty hours; there fell 73 lines of rain, independent of thunder and 
lightning, which were nearly incefiant throughout the whole of this terrible ftorm \ a 
meteor was remarked, refembling a globe of fire, following the direction of the wind, 
then from the north-weft, and difappeared behind the mountains of Moka. i his 
meteor was confiderably elevated in the atmofphere, and Teemed nearly half the fizc 01 
the moon. 

The fecond hurricane, ftill more difaftrous than this, took place on the fame day and 
month, that is to fay, the 13th December 1789 : its duration was about twenty-three 
hours, during which the barometer funk 14,9 lines ; the mercury was fo much agitated 
m the tube that its ofcillations extended through the fpace of two lines. Flafhes of 
a pale light were evolved from its furface that filled the whole vacuum of the tube. 
The fea prefented a horrid appearance, and the waves dafhed 'with fuch impetuofity 
that many vefiels were thrown upon the rocks, and fome even foundered at their moor¬ 
ings in- the port. The di ft nets of Moka, Flak, the Pamplemouffes, and La Riviere 
du Rempart, were, in particular, terribly ravaged by the hurricane, during which there 
fell 104 lines of rain. 

Notwithftanding this momentary ruin, the confequence of hurricanes, experience 
feems to prove them of real benefit to the country, by the foil acquiring new vigour 
from their periodical return, and by the atmofphere being rendered more falubrioos 
by them: thus Nature, even in her wanderings, difplays her liberality, and renders 
evil itfelf an inftrument of benefaction! 

Earthquakes. Earthquakes are extremely unfrequent in the Hie of France; they 
ftill are not wholly unknown. In the morning of the 4th Auguft 1786, two pretty 
ftrong fhocks were experienced, which however were productive of no injury. 

Thunder. 3 Thunder, without being frequent, is yet not uncommon; as in our 
climates, it is rarely heard except in the hotter months, that is tofay, October, Novem¬ 
ber, December, and January. The mean of nine years’ obfervations gives fifteen days 
in each year for its occurrence. 

Hail.] Hail is a phenomenon extraordinary in the ifland, but of which fome ex¬ 
amples are cited: on the 10th December 1799 fome fell in the plains of Moka. 

Rain. 3 Rains are generally very frequent, and exceedingly copious. At the 
north-weft port the number of rainy days are annually from 105 to 140; they are ftill 
more numerous in the plains of Moka; in the year 7 (1798) they amounted to 198 ; 
in the year 8 (1795) to 193 } which, in either cafe gives more than half the days ol 
the year as rainy days. 

Rivers.-] This frequency of rain, the height of the mountains, the forefts which 
crown their fummits, and the bafaltie nature of the foil, which prevents any deep 
penetration of the water, mult be confidered the principal caufes of the multiplicity 
of rivers, which, independent of rivulets, fources, and torrents without number, 
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Exceed forty, all of them inconfiderable indeed, but which, neverthelefs, collectively 
difcharge a very great portion of water* This plenteoufnefs ot rivers and rivulets 
powerfully contributes to a fertility of foil, a ftrength of vegetation, of which in our 
climates, lefs favoured by nature, we fcarcely can form an idea. 

However abundant the rains in the Ifle of France, (till is it an opinion generally 
received in the country that they have much decreafed within the laft five-and-t wen ty 
or thirty years; and every body attributes it to the extenfive clearing of the land by 
felling the woods, a procefs which, of late years efpecially, has been purfued with too 
much indiferetion. This opinion is general with all the planters, as well thofe of old 
Handing as new fettiers* All of them affirm that the rivers bring with them vifibly 
a much fmaller volume of water than formerly ; that many fprings are dried up, 
and that vegetation ccafes to be equally a£tive; this laft effect they attribute, alfo, lefs 
to the exhauftion of the foil, than the abfence of the accuftomed moifture* Affuredly 
it is far from impoffible that the indifereet felling of the fore Us may have much tended 
to dhninilh the quantity of rain; but it is alfo very poflible that the prefent quantity, 
continuing the fame, may be more than fuffident for the demands of vegetation; for 
the fir ft confequence oi rendering bare the foil, is a more prompt and efpecidly a 
more confidurable evaporation; but whatever may be the value oi this laft remark, 
it is not lefs inconteftible that the felling of trees has in aim oft every quarter of the 
Ifland been profecuted with a blameable excels. Already, even, wood is fcarce in the 
vicinage of the north-weft port; and M. Cere affures me that, in his youth, the whole 
plain of the Pamplemouffes was covered with forefts. They have been replaced by 
plantations and dwellings 

1 emperatu re. The temperature of the Ifle of France is not by much fo great as 
might be prefumed from its latitude. In fa£t, from a feries of daily obfervations, 
made with great nicety for three fucceflive years at the plantation of Miniffy, be¬ 
longing to one of the brothers Monneron, (a name not held in lefs efteetn in India 
than in Europe,} I find that the maximum of heat in the year 7 was fcarcely 22°; in 
the year 8, 21,8°; and in the year 9,22° : the minimum in each of thefe years was 
from 13 0 to 14 0 . Moft commonly the heat is in fummer from 1S 0 to 20° ; in winter, 
from 15 0 to 18^. Hence, in all this part of the ifland, it is the cuftoin to have fires 
in winterf ; the nights in particular are very cool, and I niyfelf have fenfibly expe¬ 
rienced the neceflity of being well covered at that feafon* 

In the plain of the Pamplemouffes, the temperature is not greater than in thofe of 
Wilhems and Moka* M. Cere, who diligently remarked the thermometer through a 
fpace of thirty years, affured me that that inftrument very rarely rifes higher than 25° ; 
that fuch a phenomenon fcarcely happens once in five years; that ftill more feldom 
k attains 26 { ; and that, in this laft cafe, the circumftance is a!moft confiantly fol¬ 
lowed by violent tempefts or hurricanes. Expofed on many occafions from noon till 
one o clock to the action of the fun, his thermometer never rofe higher than 4o a §. 

7 he great I retlerlc ordered a forefl to be cleared : Ci Sire/* faid a courtier, *' if Your Majefty can- 
tmucs after this manner, you will render wood fcarcc.”—“ But the woods will be replaced by Jidda, 
w iic 1 eniDloy more hands, 5 ' wag the Monarches reply, 14 and feed more mouths; and I would rather 
have men for fubjeaa than trees* 5 ? T* . 

t Rquhibi■ i» equal to 57 of Fahrenheit; 15= of E. to yf of F.; t8 u of R. to of F.; 

o 0 t0 . ' F*; and Z2° of R, to /i| D of F. I prefume from the aflimilatkm of thefe data to 

M ^ Franjoife, that the thermometer of Reaumur i§ that alluded to by 

t 7 B t of Fahrenheit* § 104° of Fahrenheit* 

5 £ 2 


This 


VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 


764 

This remarkable peculiarity of moderate temperature in the interior of the 
Me of France is confequent, lit, on the fmall extent of the iiland ; 2d, on its infular 
pofition in midft of the lea; 3d, on the nature of the predominant winds ; 4th, on the ex- 
iilence of mountains of tolerable elevation, which cover a portion of its furface; 5th, on 
the foreits, which are yet extenfive in the interior of the iiland ; 6th, on the frequency 
and abundance of rain; and 7th, on the multiplicity of rivers and fprings, which main¬ 
tain a perpetual coolnefs in the inferior ftrata of the atmofphere. 

At the north-weft port the temperature is much higher than in the reft of the iiland: 
from a long feries of obfervations made by M. Liflet, a former correfpondent of the 
Academy of Sciences, the maximum of heat experienced at the town of the port is annually 
2S 0 *, 29 0 tj and even 29,5° The thermometer, neverthelefs, was never remarked 
by M. Liflet to rife to 30° §. The months of December, January, and February are 
the hotteft. It is not only on account of its higher temperature that the atmofphere 
of the north-weft port is incommodious and fatiguing; its perfect ftagnation, fo frequent 
at this place, renders it ftill more fo. This, as well as the fuperior heat experienced there, 
is owing to its pofition in a deep bottom, furrounded on all iides by the mountains 
La Decouverte, LePover, Pieter-bot, and Long Mountain; a pofition which deprives it 
of the immediate aGion of thofe cooling and falutary breezes from the fouth-eaft and 
fouth-fouth-eaft, of which I have before fpoken. 

Barometer. J Except on occafions of hurricanes, the barometer maintains itfelf in 
the north-weft port between 27 inches 9 lines and 2S inches 3 or 4 lines ; but in the 
more elevated plains of Moka this inftrument very rarely exceeds, and is altnoft con- 
ftantly lower than 27 inches. 

Salubrity .2 Thefe remarks on the phyficat ftate of the Me of France are not only 
important in a meteorological view, but as they refer to the health of the inhabitants. For 
it cannot be difficult to apprehend from the obfervations I have adduced, that the more 
a drive, cool, and lighter air of Moka, the plain of Wilhems, &c, agrees much better 
with weak conftitutions and convalefcents than the ftifled atmofphere of the north-weft 
port; or that, on the fame account, the lively air of the plain of Wilhems is prejudicial 
to perfons of weak and delicate lungs: now experience, in both thefe cafes, confirms the 
deductions of reafon and analogy. Notwithftanding this inconvenience, complaint 
would be unjuft, as it is to thefe fame qualities of the air that the Me of France is in¬ 
debted for its juftly merited reputation of falubrity, and the abfence of thofe dreadful 
fevers common to Batavia, the Philippines, Moluccas, Madagafcar, and the major part 
of the equatorial countries. 

Endemial Maladies . ] We muft not, however, with fome enthufiafts, imagine the 
Me of France exempt from every endemial malady; unfortunately it is fubjeG to many, 
the more formidable from the difficulty of their being avoided. Indeed, not to mention 
complaints in the cheft, which are very common, and of the leprofy, which, anciently un¬ 
known in this HI and, at this time reckons a number of viGims, even among the white 
population: every kind of affeGion of the urinary pafiage is known here in an extra¬ 
ordinary number of inflances, diforders that feem efpecially to depend on the quality of 
the waters, which, from the chemical analyfesof M. Delifle, appear to hold in folution 
a great proportion of calcareous carbonate. 

Geological pidlure of the Soil.] 1 have now given from my individual obfervations, 
and from the general reftilts I deduced from thofe made by Meffrs. Cere, Monneron, 
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and above all IVL Liflet-GeofFroy, a hafty fketch of the meteorology of the Ifle of France, 
The tr ineralogical and geological details which follow are not in my efteem lefs intereft- 
iug nor lefs novel : they are the offspring of our mineralogi ft M, Bailly- 

cc The Ifle of France is entirely volcanic ; but many centuries have now elapfed fince 
the extinction of its fires, and fome great revolution appears to have changed the primi- 
tive ftate of this ancient crater. In faft, all the mountains of this illand are fpread 
around it like a girdle of immenfe ramparts; all of them Hope in a greater or lefs de¬ 
gree towards the fea, while, towards the center of the ifland* their fides are abrupt and 
oftentimes perpendicular. All thefe mountains are formed of parallel layers inclined 
from the center of the ifland towards the fea: thefe beds have, the one with the other, an 
exacf correfpondence; and where they are interrupted by intervening vallies or deep 
fiffures, they are feen reproduced at relative heights on the oppofite fides of each of the 
mountains which form the vallies or fi fibres. From thefe oblervations, it incontefiibly 
refults that all of them have the fame origin, all the fame date of formation ; and that, 
formerly united, they could only be feparated afterwards by fome violent and fudden 
revolution, 

“ What cm this lafl: revolution have been ? All fads unite to prove that the whole 
ifland once formed one enormous burning mountain*; that exhaufted, if I may fay, 
by its eruptions, it bent under its weight, engulphed in its abyffes the major part of its 
mafs, and left Handing of its immenfe vault nothing but its foundations; the wreck of 
which, opening at different points, forms the prefent mountains of the ifland f. Some 
elevations (pitons) of conic form, in the center of the country, the Piton du Centre, 
for example, appear of an origin poficrior to the falling in of the crater, and feem to 
have been the la(t vent by which the fubterranean fires exhaled their vapours. 

Mineral Productions.^ 66 Such is, generally, the phyfical organization of the Ifle 
of France, I fliall abftain from entering more largely into the fubje£t, as it would be 
Incompatible with this relation ; there remains I fhould fpeak of the rocks that com- 
pofe the foil: they chiefly belong to that clafs defignated by Dolomieu, under the 
name of argilo-ferruginous lavas; are porous in a lefs or greater degree; mofily 
porphyritic, with cryftals of peridot J of divers fhades, occaflonally prifmatic; of 

% M. Gentil, Royal Academician, who minutely examined the geology and mineralogy of the Ifle of 
France* and whole memoir is publiJhed in the Memorres de 1 ’Academic Fran^oifc, 1764* denies this por¬ 
tion altogether. and adduces arguments of far greater validity than the theoretic aflumptions of M, Bailly, 
afFumptions altogether unfupported by analogy. Neither calcined or melted Hones, lavas, pumice, or 
fcorrae, found wherever volcanoes have exited, are, according to M. Gentil, feen any where on the Ifle of 
France ; while fchiftus, Free hone, granite, and flints, in their natural Hate, and without having been fufed, 
are found in various parts of the ifland, which could not be* had, as M* Bailly affujnes, this Iflandformed one 
immenfe burning volcano* T a * 

f Should not then thefe mountains participate in the nature of volcanic matter ? The reverfe h the fadl; 
for although on the fhore near the Ifland of Amber fome volcanic indications appear, they arc undoubtedly 
the refult of a volcano which once exifted on the fpot now the Ifle Platte; fince Bory de St.Vincent relates 
that M Liflet, before noticed by M. Peron* informed him that, having vifited this ifland, he had noticed 
the exigence of a crater; and fince the Iflet Columbia is reprefented by the fame Bory de St.Vincent, (a 
companion in the voyage,) to be no other than an enormous column of bafaliio lava- This would not, how¬ 
ever, have required annotation here, had not M. Gentil, (whole obfervations are affuredly more valuable than 
thofe of the dtfeiplea of tlie new fchool, fince theirs, in this Inftance, are derived not from fadls, but from 
theory alone,) noticed the eriftence of volcanic indications on the coaft near the Ifland of Amber, and com* 
ptited thefe to have proceeded from the Ifland of Bourbon. The other iflets in this quarter are black or 
brown* according to Bury, but the Ifle Platte of a dazzling whitenefs. Ta. 

| A precious Hone 6f the emerald kind, whofe green colour inclines to yellowy when brilliant-cut, it 
pojfdTes oftentimes, like the tourmaline, the property, on refrigeration* after having firft been heated, of 
being dearie, Tr, 
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pyroxene*, and of feld-fpar, almoft always in a ftate of alteration from their prifiine 
condition* 

tc Thefe rocks are eafily decompofed* and their ruins* carried away by the rains* 
form in the low parts of the ifland thick beds of a reddifh fort of clay, ufed in potteries 
for making alcarrazas or permeable vafes for the frige radon of water, pots For claying 
fugar, &c. 

In the pores and cavities of fome lavas, carbonated lime is found in a cryftallized 
date, of various forms; primitive chabafia zeolite; phofphate of lime, of iron, &c. 
Oxided-hematites of iron, in grains the fize of a nut, are found in fome low and 
marfby places: this fubftance was formerly worked, but the fcarcity of wood, and 
the high price of labour, foon put a flop to the foundries and forges. 

« To conclude this geological Iketch of the Me of France* I mud add that it is 
furrounded on all points by a girdle of madrepores* which renders approach to it 
exceedingly dangerous : thefe madrepores fpread themfelves every day ; many iflets 
are formed by them ; others alio are continually forming of the fame elements, with a 
growth fo rapid as almoft to be vifible; and the principal ifland, by their means, is 
conftantly receiving a new acceffion of territory. Of the extreme quicknefs of accu¬ 
mulation of thefe zoophytes, we ourfelves faw a moft extraordinary fpecimen. A 
veflei* on board of which the admiral’s flag was hoifted, fome little time after our 
departure funk in the port; on our return, that is to fay, two years and a half after¬ 
wards, the madrepores had fo completely furrounded the fhip, as to identify it with 
the rock on which it fixed 

Vegetable Earth .] ££ The foil of the Ifle of France, as we have feen, is effendally 

volcanic ; but widely different in this refpeft from that of Teneriffe : it is covered 
almoft uniformly by a bed of vegetable earth of tolerable thicknefs, which equally ad¬ 
mits water to filter through it, and promotes vegetation. To judge from my individual 
obfervations, it appears evident that the principal element of this valuable foil is the 
lava itfelf, changed and decompofed by the united aftion of a long feries of ages* 
heat, moifture, vegetation, &c. I noticed in thole maffes of compact lava, which form 
the mountains of the ifland, a gradation of change, which, from the moft folid bafalt, 

* Iflands at great diftance from continents, the origin of which is demonftratively volcanic, rife chiefly, 
perhaps exclu lively, from a confulenable depth of fea, as is /hewn in all the iaftances noticed by M. 
Bailly himfelf of the volcanic iflands of the Atlantic, (fee chap. 2d of this work), and is the cafe with the 
the Ifland of Bourbon : the fides of fuch iflands, moreover, towards the fea, are rugged and ftcep ; nowin 
neither of thefe points does the Ifle of France affimilate to them. The depth of water round its (Korea 
is not confiderable ; for at the diftance of feveral miles from them are different iflets formed by banks 
of madrepores, the diminutive arti/ans of which do not carry on their labours from any great profundity 
to the furface ; moreover, the reefs which furround this ifland, many of them above the fea, are of coral 
or madrepores ; and that off Coral Point, weft; of the bay of the cape, according to Bernard in de St, Pierre* 
rifes fifteen feet above the furface, and evidently points one a rctroceflion of the fea in this part. Again, 
the fhores in only a few parts are lofty, and where they are the locks are almoft conftantly compofed of 
madrepores, fragments of which, triturated and pulverized by the action of the fea, not only Form 
the beach, but alfo all the low bordering lands of the ifland. Hence, as no craters, nor the Icaft fimili-* 
tude of them, appeal on the ifland, as lava, volcanic glafs, melted ftones, puzzolana, and fcoruE, are not 
any where found ; for what Mr. Bailly denominates, after M. Dolomieu, argillo-ferruginous lava, may 
certainly be doubted to be truly lava * a*?, on the contrary, primitive earths are found on the ifland* 
fchiftus, beds of fhells, undecompofed by fire | flones of many kinds, capable of fufion, but in an original 
flale j beds of flints between rocks ; an infinity of large pebbles* on the very fummits of La Decouverte, 
and the other mountains and vallies between them, of different nature to the components of the rocks, and 
unchanged by fire ; hence* I fay, the hypothdia of M. Bailly, prefuming this ifland to have been the crater 
of one immenfe volcano, mu ft fall to the ground* and be reckoned equally gigantic and vain. Tr. 
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feems £0 defcend, by a multitude of intermediary degrees, to the vegetable earth itfelf. 
On expofing this earth to the aftion of a violent fire, it fhortly aflumes a very deep 
red-ochre colour; a confequence, no doubt, of the increafed oxidation of the iron, 
in aimed a metaliic ftate, contained in the unchanged bafalt. 

Fertility of the Soil *] “ Whatever the origin of this vegetable earth, it is of excel¬ 

lent quality ; and, wherever of fufficient depth, the progrefs and flrength of vegetation 
is extraordinarily great, and the number of plants cultivated with fuccefs on the 
ifland is in confequence truly prodigious : what is moft remarkable, in mid ft of fuch 
a profufion, almoff all thefe vegetables are exotic, yet naturalized have all equally 
fucceedcd. In order to form a juft idea of this fertility in the country we are deferib- 
ing, a vifit to the garden of the Government, in the plain of the Pampiemoufles, is 
indifpenfable* Here it is that the refpe£table M* Cere, in the fpace of thirty years, 
has fucceeded in naturalizing an incredible number of trees and fhmbs, brought, fome 
from the burning plains of Africa, others from the humid fhores of Madagafcar, 
others from China and Pega, and others again from the banks of the Indus and the 
Ganges ; many are indigenous of the fummits of the Ghauts, others of the exuberant 
rallies of Gafhemire ; moft of the ijlands of the great archipelago of Alia, Java, Su¬ 
matra, Ceylon, Bornea, the Moluccas, the Philippines, even Otaheite, have been put 
under contribution, to encreafe the vegetable wealth and ornament of this garden; 
the Canaries, the Azores, have offered their tribute; the orchards and fhrubberies of 
Europe, and the forefts of America, in the fame view, have been robbed of their 
charms : here many of the produ£tions of Arabia, of Perfia, Brazil, the coaft of 
Guinea, and Caftraria, fpring into life and breathe a foreign air ; and we ourfelves 
enlarged its ftore by numerous fpedmens of the lingular vegetables from the forefts 
of Auftral climes* Here, wandering through long and filent alleys, are feen col- 
Ie£fed all thefe precious guefts, aftonifhed to find themfelves the inmates of our 
home: how fweet the fenfation I experienced, on contemplating the teak-tree, coloffal 
lord of the cquinoxial woods, whofe timber forms the almoft imperifhable Ihips of India! 
the bread-fruit tree, whofe favoury food fupports the nations of the great equatorial 
ocean ; the rafia of Madagafcar, that valuable palm, which yields the delicate and 
corroborative fago; the nutmeg-tree, which, ravifhed by the refpeftable M. Pouvre 
from its natal foil, will fhortly releafe us from the tribute we yet pay to the Dutch; 
the clove-tree, whofe numberlefs fruit of a beautiful rofy hue, produce fuch a fine 
effeft, and which already yields more than a fufficient fupply of cloves for the con- 
lumption of our iflands ; the badamier, with large leaves of a mild green, which re- 
freihens the fight, and which bears a fmall elongated almond of more delicate flavor 
than our fined walnuts ; the ebony-tree, to which we are indebted for a wood of fo 
much value in the arts, fo precious on account of the beautiful polifh it takes, and its 
filming black colour; the Pamplemoufle-tree, the fruit of which is a kind of orange 
of the fize of a fmall melon, and its rind made into excellent fweetmeats; the tama¬ 
rind-tree, the pads of which yield that fweet!y tart pulp fo ufeful and fo grateful as a 
medicine; the dwarf orange-tree of China, only afoot in height, bearing fruit the fize 
of the coffee-berry, and which, like that, is diftinguifhed by its grateful lemon odour; 
the Hymcnea, a charming tree, whofe leaves oppofed in pairs, fymbol of a happy 
union, feem conftantly inclined to join each other; the areca-tree, whofe elegant 
flern rifes aloft, and produces thofe elements of areca nuts fo much in requeft for 
the mafticators of betel, of which they form the effential bafe; the caramboiier, the 
fruit of which has four falient fides, and contains abundant juice of a flightly acid¬ 
ulous tafte; the jaquier, a counterpart of the bread-fruit-tree, which throws out, the 
8 whole 


;6S VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS* 

whole length of its ftem, fruit of an enormous fize, and of the ihape of a long 
pumpkin, the precious aliment of flaves* ; the litchi, the tuberculous and coriaceous 
bark of which encbfes a pulp of extreme fragrance; the mangooftan, a native ot 
China as well as the preceding, and which in that country the people lull perfilc ux 
aflerting to be the fined of all the known fruits; the coffee-tree, fo well known at 
this time in Europe, the little berries of which, containing each two grains, are 
enveloped with a beautiful fcarlet coat; the manguier, refembling our pear-tree, and 
which, modified by culture, like that prefents numerous varieties ; the banana-tree, 
the mere name of which awakens fo many pleafing ideas, lb many grateful remem¬ 
brances ; the cocoa-tree, fo much celebrated in alt relations of voyages, and of iuch 
fine effect in equatorial fcenery ; the palmifta, or cabbage-tree, which only once bears 
the precious cabbage at its fuminit, and maturing this, dies, a cabbage which may be 
prepared in fo many different ways j the velongos of Madagascar, whofe fruit, fyni- 
metrically difpofed in an immenfe bunch, fo perfe&ly represents a clutter of cray-filh ; 
the jambos, the fruit of which, fimilar to fmall black damafceiies, Ux.e them have^an 
odorous and fugary pulp ; the jam-malac, or royal jam, which forms fuch beautiful 
fences; the thorny bamboo, fo well adapted, for impenetrable hedges j the raven- 
tfara, the leaf and fruit of which are fo fufceptible of furnifliing a cheap and grateful 
fpice t; the avocacier, the fruit of which, clofe and yellowiih, bears fome refemblance 
to our melting pears, but, more infipid, requires to be feafoned \; the guava-tree, 
which in the midft of forefts furni flies a falutary refrefliment § ; the cinnamon-tree oi 
Cochin China, the bark of which is not inferior to the cinnamon of Ceylon ; the baobab, 
monkey’s bread, or adanionia, the largefl and wideft Ipread tree tnat is known; the 
vacois, whofe flioots, of an immodeft fliape, defcend from its ftem to form, new roots, 
and whofe leaves are employed for fo many ufeful purpofes; the frangipanier |[, whofe 
beautiful alabafter-like corollse exhale fuch an exquifite perfume j the cotton-tree, that 
yields us its down, after the maturity of its grains which it ferved to fwathe j the 
iron-wood-tree, a valuable tree of rapid growth, which thrives in the moft arid fpots, 
and might poffibly be naturalized in our fouthern provinces; the attier, the turber- 
culous fruit of which, enclofed in a hard, thick, and coriaceous fliell, is a favoury and 
delicate pulp, compared by fo many travellers to fugared cream; the China-role, 
which, growing naturally in the midft of forefts, conftantly unites its blooming flowers 
to thofe of the odorous jeffamine, and the beautiful pervenche of Madagascar ; the 
papa, whofe milky and cauftfc juice is employed as an excellent vermifuge, and whofe 
fruit is the choiceft at the table of the epicure ; the ravinal or traveller’s tree, fo named 
from its property of furnifliing abundance of excellent water when pierced at the 
bafe of its leaves; the jamrofa, which bears fruit of the moft beautiful rofe-colour, 
and from which, after fermentation, a fpirit of fuch delicious fragrance is diftilled ; 
the caflia-tree, which furniflies pharmacy with one of its moft Ample and mild pur¬ 
gatives ; the date-tree, the carroulier, the myrabolan, the ben, varnifli, and incenfe 
trees, the milk-wood-tree, the tree of Venus, the Iatanier, the rouffaille, the tallow- 

* Its coat referables Jhagreen, and is of a greemfh hue ; it is full of grains, the coats of which alone 
are eaten ; thefe confdt of a white gelatinous and fweet ikin. Teu 

f This is a fpecks of nutmeg-tree; the eflence prepared from the leaf unites the fragrance of the 
clove, cinnamon, and nutmeg; and the oil cxtradted from it is, in the Indies, preferred for culinary pre¬ 
parations even to doves themfelves 5 the fruit, of a globular form, flattened at the extremities, yields 3 
more delicate perfume, but is not fo ftrongly fvagant as the leaf, Ta* 

J It is eaten with fugar and lemon-juice, and though pleafant, is of a heating quality- Tr.. 
i The tree refembles a medlar; the flower is white ; the fruit, which fmells like bugs, is frequently 
made into jelly. It is aftringent, and is the only fruit in the ifland which breeds maggots. Tr. 
d Jeflamine-tree. 

tree a 
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tree, tea-tree, Aden coffee-tree, the wax-tree of Cochin-China, foap-tree, cubeb, lilipd, 
the longana of China, the wattier, vancaffay, cacao-tree, the roocoo, cherembellier, 
bibaffier, velvet-tree, &c. &c.but i'uch is the profufion of ufeful vegetables which 
the induftry of man and his fortunate activity have fucceeded in colleaing on fo 
narrow a theatre, that even to enumerate them all would caufe me greatly to exceed 
the natural limits of this chapter ; and, when one refleas that this aflonilhing multipli¬ 
cation of interefting vegetables is the refult of a few years dedicated to experiments and 
their produdion, the honourable fruit of the zeal of a imall number of individuals, one 
feels ftrong fentiments of gratitude toward the authors of fuch numerous benefadions, 
at the head of whom are to be claffed La Bourdonnais, the immortal 1 oivre, Hubert de 
Cere, Commerfon, Du Petit Thouars, and Martin. The importation of the cherry 
into Italy illuftritied the name of Lucullus among the Romans, and renders it dear to 
us ftill. How many modern naturalifts have done a hundred times more for the happi- 
nefs of the human fpecies, yet have lived unfortunate, and unknown even to their fellow 

countrymen. _ 

In order to complete the general Iketch I have given, I fliould now fpeak of the animals 
of the Hie of France and of its inhabitants; but other climes and different races call for 
our enquiries; let us then haffen the termination of what further relates to our flay on 
this iHand. Proportionately great with the gratitude due from the individuals of our 
million to the inhabitants for their kind reception, were with our chief the grounds for 
repenting his having touched at this colony; but, without entering into the unpleafant 
detail of this portion of our hiftory, I fliall content myfelf with obferving, that the tnrrd 
veffel we were to have taken up here was refufed us; that we were unable to obtain 
any of the molt indifpeiifable provilions; that we lott here forty of our belt Tailors who 
deferted, and that a great number of officers, naturalifts, and artifts belonging to the 
two veffels, weary of the bad treatment they had experienced from our commander, 
or reafonably alarmed for the future, remained in the colony. 

It is generally allowed that the wood of hot countries is more heavy and ftionger 
than that of the trees of more temperate regions ; the experiments of Mr. Lillet power¬ 
fully fupport this opinion : from them it relults, in fact, that the oak of Europe, com¬ 
pared in thefe two relpe£ts with twenty-two different kinds of wood of the equatoiia. 
regions, ranks but the feventeenth in point of fpecilic gravity, and only the nineteenth 
in fpecific ftrength. (See the annexed table.) 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE 


Of the relative Weight and Strength of feveral kinds of Wood <f the Tfle of France made by 
Mr. Lislet Geoff roy, Capiaip.edu Genie Militaire t and formerly Ccrrcfpondent of the 
Academy of Sciences. 


Vulgar Names* 

Botanical Names. 

V 

Weight of 
the 

Cubic Foot. 

Specific 

Strength* 

Iron Wodd 

Stinking Wood - 
Small leaved Natte 

White Olive 

Red Tacamahaca ? 

Teak y 

Large leaved Natte 

Red Iron Wood - 
White Cinnamon - 
Black Cinnamon - 
Red Olive 

Red Colophonia - 
White Apple 

Benzoin - 
Monkey Apple Natte 

Marbled Cinnamon 

White Iron Wood - 
Red Apple 

Loufteau ... 

Oak - 

Red Tacamahaea ? 

Fir 5 

Bigaignon - 
Baffin - - 

White Colophonia 

Stadimania 

Emtidia - 
Imbricaria 

Oka - 

Tectona grandis 

Imbritarii 

Laurus 

Elmcarpus 

Rubentia 

Colophonia y Burferia 
Eugenia 

Termtnalia Benzoin 
Syderoxyton 

Elmoearpus 

Syderoxyton 

Eugenia - 
Aniirrh&a 

Quergus robor - 

Cohpbyllum Caleb a 

Eugenia - 
Blackwellia 

Merignia 

lbs. oz. 

87 12 

75 2 

74 l 

63 2 

53 2 

72 I 

84 IO 

56 8 

41 14 

56 6 

59 2 

61 4 

57 4 

57 3 

58 14 

58 4 

DO O 

56 8 

56 1 

S 2 5 

64 3 

47 11 

49 3 

3872 

3 l 4i 

3 100 

2 9 1 7 

2720 

2660 

2367 

2317 

2290 

2037 

2087 

2015 

2005 

1900 

1880 

1783 

1750 1 

175° 

1702 

1618 

150° 

1500 

1350 

Experiments to determine the relative ftrength of the different woods may be 
made in various ways : that employed by Mr. Lillet was the following : he pre¬ 
pared prifms of equal dimenfions every way, as nearly as poffible, of the different 
woods ; laid them on two fupporters firmly fixed in the ground ; and fufpended 
from the middle of the prifms the weight requifite to break them. The weight 
required determined the relative ftrength of the different woods to be as in the 
table above. 
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BOOKn. 

FROM THE ISLE OF FRANCE TO TIMOR INCLUSIVELY, 

CHAP. V. — Voyage from the Ifle of France to New Holland: Leuwins Land, 
[From 25th April to the igth June 1801.J 

THE 25th April 1801, we failed from the Tile of France, directing our courfe to New 
Holland : we had fcarcely got under weigh before it was announced to us from our 
commander that, from that day, we ftiould only have an allowance of half a pound of 
newly-baked bread every ten days; that the allowance of wane per diem would be 
changed for three-fixteenths of a bottle of the bad rum of the Ifle of France, bought for 
a trifle in that colony ; and that bil'cuit and fait meat from that time was to be our only 
food. Thus, on the very outlet of a voyage, as tedious as difficult, we were at once 
abridged of bread, wine, and frelh provifions. Woeful prelude to, and chief fource of 
the misfortunes which afterwards overwhelmed us. 

The 26th and 27th we had gulls of wind and rain ; the 29th, in latitude 25° fouth, 
the barometer had rifen from 2S P 3 1 to 28 p 4 1 5 1 : through the whole of the night it 
rained, but gently. By the 5th May we reached the 29th degree of latitude and the 
64th of longitude eafl. Fropi the 5th to the nth we had cloudy, damp, and rainy 
weather, produced and maintained by the winds from the north-eaft, north, and north- 
north-well ; thefe winds at length brought on a violent gale of three days duration, in 
the courfe of which the barometer funk nine lines. The 9th, efpecially, was a fhocking 
one ; the fea run high and was covered with foam, the winds blew in impetuous gulls, 
and the torrents of rain were perpetual till the next day at noon. 

From the nth to the 15th we continued our courfe under the parallel of about 33° 
of latitude, the barometer maintaining itfelf at 28 p 4 1 to 5, and the thermometer gra¬ 
dually finking from 22 to 12°. The temperature of the fea at its furface exceeded, but 
in the {lighten degree, that of the atmofphere. 

From the 15 th to the 20th we continued to make but little way towards the fouth, 
on the latl day not having advancecf beyond the 35th degree: but we already were ioo“ 
eall of Paris, and were confequently not more than about 150 leagues from the weftern 
point of New Holland, which our commander was refolved to make. 

In fact, the length of time occupied in our paffage from Europe to the Ifle of France, 
and our ftay at this laft place, much longer than it ought to have been, had caufed us to 
lofe a part of the fejtfon favourable for the profecution of our defigns, and our chief 
was fearful of making Van Diemen’s land ; he confequently refolved on commencing 
his exploratory expedition with the north-weft point of New Holland, referving for the 
fpring his voyage to the fouth. This determination gave uneafinefs to us all, becaufe 
it was not imperatively exadted by our real pofition ; the feafon, though already far ad¬ 
vanced, was not fo much as to hinder our proceeding to double the fouth cape; and as, 
from that point, we had to return to the equatorial regions, it feemed to us but a pru¬ 
dent part £0 have more clofely refpedted the inftrudtions of government, which we 
knew to be the refult of profound meditation and the moft extenfive refearch. In fuc- 
ceffion will be feen how much this firft change in the order of our operations was, from 
its confequences, productive of others. 

From the 21ft to the 25th May we continued to near the eaftern coaft of the con¬ 
tinent we came to explore ; we neverthelefs were more than 100 leagues diftant front 
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it and already all the meteorological inftruments experienced the influence of its neigh¬ 
borhood : in faft, during the firft part of our voyage, 1 obferved that the eaft winds 
were uniformly moift; that they were almoft conftantly accompanied by fogs, fliowers, 
and even violent torrents; all the inftruments fhewed a progreffion analogous to the 
Hate of the atmofphere. By thefe fame winds the thermometer was raifed the hygro¬ 
meter propelled towards faturation, &c. and the mercury lowered in its tube; but fcarcely 
were we under the lee of New Holland before thefe winds, which could not reach us till 
after iraverfine this continent at its broadcjl part, exhibited a character completely the re- 
lerfe. Under their influence the atmoiphere was dear and ferene ; the hygrometer 
eraduallv denoted lefs humidity; the barometer rofe; only the thermometer marked 
ftill the fame or a flightly increafed temperature: lurpnzed at a change io rapid and 
complete in the meteorological phenomena,I refkaedon all its arcumftances,analyfed all 
its elements, and at length conctuded,I might deduce from it the remarkable confequence, 
that the part of New Holland to which we proceeded muft be chiefly a low country, 
deftitute of high mountains, of great forefts, and oflarge collections or even considerable 
ftreams of water. It is not for me to digrefs in order to enter into a detail of the me¬ 
moir which I digefted on this fubjeft ; it will be fuffiaent I fimuld obferve that our 
commander, the aftronomer, and thofe of my friends to whom I communicated it feveral 
days before we came in fight of land, though ftruck with the congrmty of the deduc- 
tions I drew with the phenomena* were yet unwilling to admit of them, until forced to 
yield by experience, they granted the importance of this new application of meteorolo¬ 
gical phenomena to the phyfics of great continents. Hereafter I fliall return to this 
fubied, where 1 fliall have occafion to fliew, towards the extremity of New Holland, a 
immfeftation of the fame phenomena with winds from the north-weft, as thofe I have 
here indicated with winds from the eaft and north-eaft. ^ 

The 27th, at daybreak, we deferied for the firft time the land of New Holland, 
its humble profile refetnbling a blackifh line extended from north to fouth : we en¬ 
deavoured to approach it, but the currents and winds were fo adverfe that the remain¬ 
der of the day was fpent in ufelefs efforts ; in the evening we laid to; of this circum- 
ftance we availed ourfelves, my colleague Mauge and myfelf, to throw out the drag : 
this inftrument, moftly employed for fifhing coral, is fo adapted as to bring up from 
the bottom of the fea whatever bodies it may meet with. We hoped, by means of it, to 
obtain the firft articles of our AuftraIafiatic collections, and the refult furpalled e\ en our 
wiflies. 

Deceived by the charts furnifhed us in Europe, we expected in the evening of the 
28th to make Cape Leuwin, which forms the moft weftern point of New Holland, and 
north of which dire&Iy began the portion of Leuwin* s Land, yet unknown, which we 
now deferied. According to thefe obfervations, this cape fhould be placed in latitude 
fouth 34 0 7' 50 // , longitude eaft of Paris 11 2° 26', but our after-operations taught us 
that, in this firll recognizance, we were miftaken as to the point which ought really to 
be regarded as Cape Leuwin. 

That day the land we had in fight appeared extremely low, barren, .andy, and of 
an obfeure colour, relieved by fome white fpots. A number of whales approached 
very near to our ftiip. About midnight the drag was again eaft, and again brought up 
a multitude of interefting objects, on the defeription and drawing of which M. Lefueur 
and myfelf were employed during the remainder of the night, as we had been the day 

The' whole of the 29th we coafted at a very fhort diftance alhore, almoft entirely the 
fame as that of the days before; it is thus deferibed by M. Depuch; “ Along the whole 
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fpace we traverfed the land is low, or of little elevation; the inequalities of the coaft are 
gentle and rounded ; often, indeed, the coafl; is fo even, that a confiderable portion of 
it might be defignated by a gently undulating line ; the fhores are every where bor¬ 
dered by gentle rifings. Thefe hills have a blackifli and mournful afpeCt ; in many 
parts are remarked white places of more or Iefs extent, one of which ftretches the fpace 
of half a mile, is of the whole height of the coaft, and may furnifli an important point 
of recognition for navigators. By examining this point I difcerned all the characters 
of a Tandy foil, of which compofition the whole of this unknown coaft appears to be. 
The dark afpect it wears in common is caufed by a wretched and feeble vegetation; 
the fpots deprived altogether of vegetation are white.” 

The 30th in the morning we doubled a cape ; in front of it a reef projeCts about a 
quarter of a league out to fea, againft which the fea breaks with violence. We found 
it to be the point of entrance into a great bay, which, from the name of our principal 
corvette we called the Bay of the Geographe : the cape I fpeak of was denominated the 
Cape of the Naturalifte ; it lies in 33 0 28' of fouth latitude; longitude 112 0 35' 7^ 
eaft of Paris. On the outfide and nearly about the middle of the bay is a very danger¬ 
ous reef, which we termed the Reef of the Naturalifte. At five in the afternoon, we 
call anchor at the entrance of the bay we had juft difcovered. The barometer during 
the five laft days ftood at from 28 1 ’ 3 1 to 2 S' 3 6 l ; the thermometer varying from 
14 0 to 17 ; the hygrometer from 78' to 90". The atmofphere was perfectly clear, 
thanks to the dry and cold winds which then predominated from the fouth. 

The 31ft in the morning, the commander fent his long boat, under the direction of 
M. Picquet, to determine exactly the pofition of Cape Naturalifte : “ But,” fays M. 
Boullanger, who was charged w ith this million, “ we found this point defended on all 
fides by large rocks, on which the fea broke with fury; thefe breakers extend along a 
part ol the coaft of the bay, and fome even ftretch out to fea. We endeavoured to find a 
pafiage between thefe breakers, but in vain ; the coaft every where appeared torefufe a 
a landing : we were, obliged to pafs the remainder of the day in the boat, the whole 
of the night alfo, and part of the next day, without being able to regain the Ihip, the 
wind continually driving us away, and keeping us at diftance.” 

While our unfortunate companions,' exhaufted with fatigue, and drenched with fea- 
water, wandered.about the fport of the waves, a fecond embarkation under M. H. 
FreycinCt fucceeded in effefting a landing. Mefirs. Dupuch and Riedle were the only 
ones of our affociates who accompanied him, and the firft Europeans who fetfoot on 
thefe unknown fhores. They were able to remain there but a few hours, during which 
they made divers remarks on the phyfical quality of the foil, and the productions of the 
vegetable reign : as we fhall have occafionto revert in another part with more particu¬ 
larity to this objeft, it will be fufficient here to notice that M. Dupuch found, at the 
bottom of the bay where they landed, a very beautiful fpecies of granite, in regular and 
very numerous ftrata, a mode ofdifpofirion of granitic fubftances fufpeCted by Sauflure, 
but the reality of which till now had been difputed. This remarkable phenomenon, 
rendering that part of the bay efpecially interefting, we thought it but juft to give it the 
name of the naturalift who firft obferved and defcribed it. The Creek of Depuch is 
eaft of Cape Naturalifte, at a ftiort diftance from that headland. 

The 1 ft June, after flapping our long boat, we fet fail for the purpofe of exploring 
the fouthern coaft of the bay of the Geographe : at noon we were abx-eaft of a large 
headland, which we denominated Point Picquet, from one of our moft eftimable offi¬ 
cers. At feven we anchored near the bottom of the bay. Hitherto we had not diftin- 
guifhed the leaft trace on thefe melancholy Ihores of their being inhabited ; but this 
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evening a large fire, which fuddenJy rofe beyond the Downs, evidenced the exigence 
here of fome wild hordes of the human fpecies- 

At this period we obferved highly fmgular cffecis of mirage, or refra£tion of terref- 
trial objects ; now the moft even and lowed lands appeared to us railed above the 
water and deeply torn in every part* now their crefts or ridges feenied reverfed, and 
in this Rate reft nig on the waves \ at every inllant the eye was cheated by the vifion of 
long chains of reefs and breakers, which Red before us as we advanced** This phe¬ 
nomenon, curious in itfelf, had its diftidvantage ; for, as all aftronomical obfervations 
are dependent on the Rate of the atmofphere, its refrangent quality at this time, by its 
variation, occafioned in all thofe we made a moft vexatious difparity ; thofe of the 
evening* for example, giving us greater way ro the eaftward than thofe of the morning* 
This phenomenon of refraction appeared to me to refult chiefly from the prodigious 
changes of temperature and moifture that took place at this time in the atmofphere of 
thefe regions, as I (hall have occafion more elpecially to remark el le where. 

The 2d and 3d we continued to explore the bay ; the latter day we anchored, at 
eight in the evening* about two leagues from land, in twelve fathoms, with a bottom 
of fine and whitifli fand. 

The 4th, at dawn* in company with Mr. Breton, who commanded the fmall boat in 
which we embarked, and Mr. Lefchenault, abotanift, I made for ftiore. Soon as we 
gained the ftrand, I haftened towards the downs of fand which bordered the coaft, 
and directed my fteps towards the interior in fearch of the natives* with whom I 
anxioufly wifhed toeftablifli a communication; but vainly did I follow through the forefts 
the recent footfteps I diflinguifhed ; and, after a fatiguing fearch of three hours, I 
retrod my forrowful fteps to the fliore, where my companions, alarmed at my abfence* 
already awaited me ; we embarked, but were fix hours in reaching our veffel, fo con¬ 
trary were the winds and currents. 

Meffrs. Bernier, Riedle, Depuch, and Mauge, Hkewife landed at another fpot, and 
fliortly returned. More fortunate than we had been, they had difeovered a native 
fifliing on the fttore near the place where they landed. This individual feemed to them 
to be an old man; he had a beard, was of a brown colour, and had no other covering 

* Thefe refractions are very common* although but little noticed, generally fpeaking : they are fre¬ 
quently obferved in the Straits of Meffina, and there they are termed fatu morguna % ihepeafants and fifher- 
men aferibing thefe pictures in the air or on the water to the fay Morgan. By the Englifti* Irifh, and 
Erfe inhabitants of our weltern ihores, thefe optical delufions are Hkewife often feen, and by the two latter 
are called feadhreagh mairethm , and duna feadhreagh* fea fairies, or fairy caHies ; they are likewife vifiMe 
occafionally in Norway, Iceland, and Greenland* m Switzerland, m South America, on the higheft fum* 
mit of the Andes* in the midft of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Mediterranean, (fee Swinburne* s Travels, 
Spallanzani, Crantz’s Greenland. I cel. Ann. Ortelius in Thefauro Geog, Saxo. Antiq. Poema. Phil. 
Mag. vokxiii. p. 336, where is a very able difTertation on this fubjedf by Mr. W. Beaufort, A, M. 
Phil. Mag. vol. xiv. p. 1 76;) This note is chiefly added for the purpofe of a remark of conftderable m- 
teretr as it refpe&s the continent of New Holland ; M. Feron notices that the rdradbn occafionally pre* 
fen ted the land, which he conceives to be the low fliore contiguous* as deeply torn in every part; now, as 
in the laft authority quoted* Phil, Mag. vol* xiv. p, 176, it is obferved, that Mount ./Etna, which is 160 
imles diftant from Malta* was clearly reprefented on the furface of the water the 17th April 1785* at a 
diftanee, from an obfervation made by C.Dangos from the ohfervatory of^ Malta, of only 18000 yards* or 
about eleven miles; and as thefe refractions are conftantly faithful rep refen tat ions of objects ; as alfo the 
coaft being flat, could not have been that refra£lion which appeared deeply torn In every part* Is it not 
highly probable that, on this occafion* the accidental refraaion may hare preferred the naturaliftsof the 
exp edit ion with a pi£ure of the interior of the country, at* poffibly, fome very confiderable diflance in the 
line from the fhip where the refraaion was noticed ; a country highly mountainous, (for* if diftant* it 
mujt have been fo to have been reprefented*) and its lofty mountains deeply tom and feparated by profound 
femures from each other \ Ta, 
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than' the fkin of a kangaroo, thrown over his fhoulders, and which fcarcely covered his 
loins. The afpect of thefe unknown beings did not at fir ft feem to create much un- 
eafinefs in the fifherman j but perceiving they made towards him, he haftily feized three 
lances laying by him on the ground, and prefenting a bold front, addreffed them in a 
very animated manner, repeatedly pointing to the fhips, and apparently bidding them 
return. Equally furprized at the appearance of this new Scythian, the warmth of his 
addrefs, and the loftinefs of his gait, our colleagues halted, that they might give him 
no interruption. When he had finilhed, Mr. Depuch, a mineralogift, advanced fingly 
and unarmed towards the favage, exclaiming taio, taio (friend, friend), and prefenting 
him a necklace of glafs beads, the luftre of which feemed to excite the liveliefl 
admiration in the old man ; ftill he fhewed no lefs repugnance to letting Depuch ap¬ 
proach him, and, on his continuing to advance, the old man took to flight with a fpeed 
which aftonifhed all who law him. While this was palling on one part of the coaft, 
five or fix other favages made towards the long boat, guarded at the time only by a 
fmgle failor : on feeing thefe wild beings approach, this man, juftly alarmed, cried out 
luftily to recall our people, on the return of whom the favages haftily fled over the 
downs as fvviftly as the fifherman. 

The beneficent Riedle, on this expedition, made an ample collection of new plants. 
In return for which tribute from thefe fhores, he fowed or planted in their ftead a 
quantity of wheat, maize, barley, oats, pear-trees, apple, apricot, peach, and olive- 
trees, with a large number of European vegetables. Affecting exchange, one fuch as 
ever Ihould have been the bafis of relations between different people, and fuch as was 
conftantly repeated by us in the places where we were enabled to effect a landing. 

In imitation of our commander. Captain Hamelin fent out his boats to reconnoitre 
the bay in the fouth-fouth-eaft part. The officer who commanded one of thefe expe¬ 
ditions, Mr. Harrifon, reported on his return, that he had difcovered the mouth of a 
river, which feemed to proceed from a great diftance inland. This report was the more 
grateful, from our having been unable hitherto to difcover the leaft trace of frefh water 
on the land of Leuwin, and from our not being ignorant that the navigators, who had 
before us examined feveral points of the north-weft coaft of New Holland, had not 
been more fortunate than we. It was therefore agreed, that on the morning of the 
next day, the long-boat of the Geographe, under the command of Captain Lebas, 
and the fmall boat of the Naturalifte, with Captain Hamelin, Ihould examine this river, 
and afcend it as far as polfible. Meffrs. Depuch, Lefchenuult, Riedle, Lefueur and 
myfelf were allowed to accompany the expedition, and with us our phyfician, 
M. L’Haridon. 

On nearing the Ihore, our two captains agreed that, as the long boat drew too much 
water for an expedition up the river, it would be better to let her lay at anchor in the 
Offing, under the fafeguard of part of the crew, the remainder afcending the river 
along' its banks ; while the fmall boat fhould proceed as far as the depth,of water would 

permit. ' 

Thefe arrangements concluded, I left my colleagues, and proceeded along the 
ftrand : it was low water, and confequently the belt feafon for collecting the produc¬ 
tions of the fea. I gathered together, in a fliort time, a very large number of new 
objefts, among which a beautiful fpecies of orbulites, alive. It is well known that the 
orbulite is a fmall fpecies of folid zoophytes, confounded, before the obfervations of 
M. de la Marck, with real nummufites, and that hitherto thefe Angular anaimals had 
been difcovered in a fofiile ft ate alone. This is not the only difcovery of the kind we 
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fhall have occafion to prefent in the courfe of our narrative, for the fhores of fsett 
Holland will afford, on many occafions, proofs of great cataftrophes or nature. 

The anxious defire I felt, however, to make my remarks on the inhabitants of thefe 
regions, ihortly drew me from the ffiore: I paffed the downs, and a molt immediately 
afterwards was flopped by a pool, the margin of which was every where covered with 
falicornias, and on its fait waters numerous flocks of black fwans difplayed their elegant 
forms. Beyond this marfli, the fuppofed river, the mouth of which ray friends were 
rone to enter, has its courfe. A vaft number of the footfteps of the natives feemed to 
announce that many of them had recently paffed it, and there I refolved to join on the 
other fide.' While in fearch of the moft favourite place of paffing, I heard the report 
of a gun at a fliort diftance, and trufted that, in the fportfmen, I fiiould meet with 
fome companions in my project; but Meffrs. Levillain and Bailly, to whom I addrefled 
myfelf, far from being inclined to accompany, endeavoured to diffuade me from my 
intentions. I was not to be turned from what I had refolved upon; but, undrefling 
myfelf, puffed the river before them, and plunged into the firft which [kirts its left fide* 
It was eleven o’clock, the fky was clear, the temperature mild; thele ciicumflances 
added to my ardor, and full of hope to meet, in a fliort time, with fome of the people 
of thefe fhores, I continued my purfuit till it became impended by a Angular dilcovery. 

Near the fpot where I landed I perceived a valley, extending towards the interior, and 
apparently marking the courfe of fome fmall rivulet; I conceived it my duty to aicer¬ 
tain the faft; unfortunately my fufpicions were not verified, and I began to relume 
my fteps, when a clufter of large trees, which by their colour were readily diftinguilhed 
from thole which furrounded them, afti-afted my attention. All thefe were white from 
the bafe of their trunk to the extremity of their branches. 

Surprized at this appearance, I advanced precipitately towards this fpecies of bower, 
equally excited by intereft and curiofity. Both one and the other foon increafed. Twelve 
trees of a larger fize, amid many fmaller, and irregularly confounded with them, formed 
a femi-circle, the two extremities of which terminated on the bank of the river. All 
thefe trees belonged to a new fpecies of Melaleuca, remarkable for the extreme thick- 
nefs of the bark, or rather the liber # , by which it is enveloped : this liber, of very 
fine texture, and very pithy, adheres fo fligbtly to the wood, that the leaf! effort fuffices 
to tear it off, in long ribbons, from the foot of the tree to the very extremity of the 
branches. In this manner the trees I allude to, had been deprived of their bark, and 
as the middle bark f is remarkably white, their colour refulted from the abftra&ton of 
the outer coat. 

"Within the area of the femi-circle formed by thefe white trees, were deferibed three 
other femi-circles gradually lefs, as within each other, and ending with their extremities 
like the outward one at the river. The firft of the interior femi-circles was a kind of 
feat of turf, railed about fix or eight inches above the ground, and two feet wide ; the 
turf was compofed of a fine, light and very fliort grafs, which grows abundantly near 
the fpot: this verdant feat was feftooned on that fide which fronted the river, and each 
of the intervals between the feftoons had evidently feemed as a feat for one individual; 
and twenty-feven feftoons ferved to indicate an affembly of a like number of individuals. 

In front of this bank of turf was a clear fpace, two and a half feet wide, covered 
with a black fand, found in abundance on the fea fhore, and which forms a portion of 


* External part of the bark. 

^ The birk of a tree is compofed of the epidumis or ikln, the middle* and the outer bark or liber, 
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the foil of the interior ; it feemed to have been trodden by the individuals feated on 
the bank of turf. 

A line of rallies feparated this fecond femi-circle from the third; thefe rallies, very 
clofe to each other, and in a regular line, were cut at the height of fix inches from 
the ground. 

The third and lad femi-circle was wider than the preceding, and covered with the 
other Ipecies of fand, which I have cbferved is found at different places of the fea-lhore, 
and is diftinguilhed at a diffance by its Alining whitenefs. 

On this floor of fine and. very even fand, a vaft number of ruffles had been planted, 
each at an equal diffance from the other, and fo diffributed as to form a feries of figures, 
or rather regular charaflers : all thefe rulhes had been burnt to the level of the ground, 
fo as to prefen t fo many round black points, plainly diftinguifliable from the floor of 
white^ fand in which they were planted ; hence the characters deferibed by thefe feries 
of points, were exprefled in the mo ft linking manner imaginable. 

Thefe figures, no doubt, coarfe and whimfical, yet pofieffed fomewhat original 
and deliberate : they reprefented efpecially a great number of triangles, of lozenges, 
and irregular polygons, lame parallelograms, fome irregular fquares, but no circles 
whatever. 

T he remainder of the fliore, to the brink of the river, was covered with a fine light 
and lively verdant grafs. Laftly, on the very margin of the river, was a large tree, the 
venerable patriarch of this bower: its white trunk, bending to the waves, projected 
over them majeftically $ and its branches, more horizontally fpread than in the others, 
formed a kind of terrace of verdure. This remarkable tree feemed to have been more 
elegantly adorned than the reft; in faCt, not only had it been rendered white like the 
others, but its trunk and principal branches were decorated with wreaths of verdure. 

The river ferved as a boundary to this retreat, and increafed the charms of its 
pofition ; its cool and limpid waves, beating gently on the banks j its courfe, vifible 
to the fea; the numerous fifh difporting on its furface, and in its bofom ; the more than 
common ftreiigth of vegetation on both its fides j every thing in this fimple and charm¬ 
ing fpot confpired to awaken the gentle affections of the heart. How fweet! oh, how 
truly frveer, the pleafure I experienced for a few feconds in abandoning myfelf to reflec¬ 
tions incident on fuch a difeovery ! <£ This charming fpot,” laid I to myfelf, C{ is, 

perhaps, confecrated to fomewhat myftic, either of a public or private nature. Can 
the yvorfliip of a Deity be its objeCt! From the river and the mar flies that bound it, 
the inhabitants, in great meafure, are fupplied with the aliment neceflary for their 
fubfiltence.—Perhaps, new Egyptians, like the ancient inhabitants of the Nile, they 
have confecrated the river that feeds them,—-Perhaps, at folemn epochs, they come to 
its ihores to render a tribute of homage and gratitude. 

Adverting afterwards to the lingular figures ingenioufly traced on the fand, they 
brought to my mind thofe famous Runic characters, formerly in ufe among the people 
of the north of Europe, and which, as well as thefe, confifted in a feries of figures, 
coarfely traced, of circles, fquares, and triangles, yet fufceptible, from their different 
combinations, of tranfmitting all the ideas of the people who employed them; like 
thefe 1 had juft difeovered, they were traced on the ground, on the barks of trees, and 
on rocks: thofe of which latter alone have pafled down to our time : they like wife re¬ 
minded me of thofe clumfy hieroglyphics which the Mexicans ufed in deferibing the 
annals of their hiftory, and many of which confifted of figures badly exprefled, of 
circles, fquares, parallelograms, &c. j thofe grotefque Iketches difeovered by Captain 
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Philipps on the rocks and trunks of trees, in the fouthern part of the Continent on 
which I was fituate, likewife occurred to me ; thofe alfo which, at the fouthern extre¬ 
mity of Africa, the Boihmans are wont to engrave at the extremity of their caverns ; 
and thofe again, flill more worthy of admiration, and, moreover, of far greater 
antiquity, which are feen in different parts of Ceylon, precious monuments of a people 
who appear no longer to have exiftence; from all thefe affimilations, I concluded that 
the defire of communicating fenfations and ideas has exifted at all times, in all cli¬ 
mates, and among all people ; that this fo precious art of writing is of far greater 
antiquity than all tradiiion, and than all hiftorical monuments; and I hence regretted 
the more fenfibly, my incapacity of difcovering in the characters before me, the fenti- 
ments and ideas of the uncivilized beings of whom they were the work. 

After paying all the attention due to this bower, I left the bank of the river for 
the interior of the foreft. Every where I found my paflage eafy, on account of the dis¬ 
tance the trees were apart; the furface was generally clothed with a fhort, light, and 
delicate grals. I was unable however to difeover any traces of frelh water. In fome 
fpots, where the ground appeared more moift than ufual, I dug into the earth ; the water 
which trickled into the hole was brackifh and fait: this faline nature of the ground 
appears to act as a repulfe to all animals; at leaft, I was able to diftinguifh none, and 
the traces of the kangaroo I perceived on the fand were extremely rare. Even infeCts 
were ffrangers on thefe Ihores, if the ant alone be excepted; black legions of this infect 
indeed, though its fpecial cantonments were the back of the downs, prefented them- 
felves in every part, and were as numberlefs as troublefome. I collected many new 
fpecies of them, one of which, remarkable for its fize, much refembles the formica 
gulofa of Fabricius; but the hiftory of thefe animals will be given more in detail in 
another part of my works. 

A fecond remark 1 fhall make on the fingnlar country I then traverfed: fpite of 
the prodigious variety of trees and flirubs of which its vegetation was compofed, no 
fruit was diftinguifhable that could apparently ferve as food for man or animals.' 
This remark was repeated over all the remainder of New Holland, with very trifling 
exception. Is it to this extraordinary abfence, or at leaft this exceffive fcarcity of 
edible fruits, that the non-exiftence on this continent of animals, exclufively frugivorous, 
is to be attributed ? Hitherto, it is an effablifhed faCt that no fpecies has been found! 
or even the leaft trace of any. The monkey, for example,—innumerable companies of 
which are difperfed through fo many parts of the world, which is found in fo many 
iflands, and even at the very door of New Holland, at the Moluccas, in abundance,— 
the monkey, I fay, does not appear to exift in this great country; and truly it feems 
difficult to conceive the manner in which animals of this defeription could fubfift. 
Elfcwhere we fliall return to thefe interefting relations of the nature of the foil to its 
different productions. 

In the mean time the chief objeft of my excurffon feemed to fly before me in pro¬ 
portion as I advanced. The fmall outlets of the foreft towards the river were now no 
longer feen, yet Hill I could only find a few traces of men imprinted here and there on 
the ground; no dwelling fcewed itfelf; the moft profound filence reigned throughout 
the foreft, and nothing indicated its fervfog for the habitual refidence of man. Yet on 
every fide, I diftinguiflied a number of burnt trees, and veftiges of fires. By the fide 
of fome alfo I remarked a fort of bed, formed of the fingular liber of the melaleuca 
which I have before deferibed, and which appeared to have been the refting-phees of 
men, either united or alone. In fhort, every thing confirmed me in the opinion that 
the favages had no fixed habitation ill thefe deep woods j and that they preferred the 
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borders of the fait river, the contiguous pool, and the vicinage of the fea, whence with 
greater eafe they might procure the means of fubfiftence. In faff, it was in thefe 
places that we exclufively found fuch of their cabins as we faw, and of which we fliall 
fhortly fpeak. This too was the cafe with their welts or fprings of brackifh water, 
which, in a little time, was that to which we were ourfelves reduced. 

Determined by thefe reflections, and warned by the decline of day, I returned, 
crofted again the river, and forded again, but with fome rift, the pool. On defcending 
to the fhore, I felt fome alarm at not finding the boat, efpecially as it was now five in 
the evening, as the weather, fo calm in the morning, had changed, and a ftrong breeze 
blew with violence from the fea. I was not, moreover, ignorant that the exploring 
of the fuppofed river could not have long detained our feamen and geographers, as 1 
had acquired the certitude recently of this imagined river being but a very narrow 
inlet ftretching fome leagues in to the land, the bottom of which, as well as of the 
neighbouring marfhes was muddy, and the waters of which had no other fenfible 
motion than that occafioned by the tides of the ocean, with which it unites by the 
fpecies of mouth we have previoufly defcribed ; its waters, moreover, were to the full 
as l'alt as thofe of the neighbouring marfhes: from all thefe confiderations I had reafon 
to think their examination of the river mull; have been foon completed, and I was 
apprehenfive of having arrived too late for the general embarkation.—How agreeably 
then was I furprized on meeting with my friend Lefueur and M. Ronfard, who, as 
well as myfelf, were in fearch of the boat: this, during our abfence, had unfortunately 
approached too near to the month of the inlet, and in confequence had got too much to 
leeward of the point of rendezvous. 

Meflrs. Lefueur and Ronfard had had an interview of a fingular nature with a female 
favage, and M. Lefueur communicated to me the following account. Independent 
of the fmall boat of the Naturalifte, commanded by M. Hamel in, a fecond was fent 
from that veffel in the courfe of the day. This was on the point of returning when 
M. Lefueur and M. Ronfard arrived at the fhore. While converting with the party 
from the Naturalifte, they difcovered in the diftance two perfons proceeding along the 
flrand. At firfl: they took them for fome of our failors j but found them at length 
to be two natives. Thefe people, miftaking them, no doubt, for their countrymen, 
continued to advance. When near enough to have hope of joining them, Meflrs. 
Lefueur, Ronfard. and St. Cricv, the laft the captain of the fecond boat of the 
Naturalifte, haftened with fpeed towards them, but were not quick enough to prevent 
one of the two, whom they diftinguiflied to be a man, from efcaping over the back of 
the downs, plunging into the thickets, and difappearing in midft of the marfhes. 
The other was a woman in a very advanced ftate of pregnancy ; defpairing, without 
doubt, owing to her condition, of outftripping her purfuers, this woman inftantly 
flopped, and fquatting on her heels, and hiding her face with her hands, fhe remained, 
as if tor pi fied by fear and furprize, in a perfeft ftate of immobility, and apparently 
infenfible to all that was palling near her. This wretched woman was altogether naked; 
a finall bag made of the fkin of a kangaroo, and fattened by a band made of ruflios 
round her forehead, hung down behind to her loins. Our friends found nothing in 
this bag but fome bulbs of orchys, after which the poor inhabitants of thefe ftiores 
feem to be very anxious, but which unfortunately are exceeding rare and fmall, the 
largeft we faw fcarcely exceeding a common nut in fize. 

In the colour of the fkin, the nature of the hair, and the pofitive and relative 
proportions of the body, this woman perfectly refembled the other favages of New 
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Holland, which we feall have to defcribe more minutely in courfe of the work. In 
other refpefis fee was, and that by the allowance of thofe the leafl nice in matters of 
the kind, moll horridly ugly and difgufeng. In every part fee was . meagre and 
deftitute of flefe; her breafts, efpecially, were flabby, and hung down to her thighs. 
The utmoft filthinefs fell added to this natural uglinefs, and alone had been fufficient to 
have revolted the leaf! delicate of our failors. 

After examining this unfortunate child of nature with that intereft Hie could but 
infpire, our friends loaded her with prefents: they gave her bifcuit, mirrors, knives, 
fnuft-boxes, necklaces, and what were Hill of greater value, a hatchet and two 
handkerchiefs. But, conftantly feated on her heels, the poor creature continued in a 
ftate of ftupor; and, unable to induce her to accept any of their prefents, on leaving 
her, they left them at her fide. 

As we were fell at a fliort diftance only from the fpot where this interview took 
place, M. Lefueur conduced me thither; but already the woman had difapp.eared, 
leaving on the ground where flie had fquatted the moil unequivocal teftimony of her 
fright, manifefted, it feould feevn, among uncivilized people as with thofe in a polifeed 
ftate by fpontaneous evacuations. However, the unfortunate being took away with her 
no part of the prefc-nts, to which we made an addition of others. 

After this fliort and ufelefs excurfion, we proceeded towards the point where we 
expected to find the boat: night was approaching, and we had yet two leagues to go, 
we were confequently obliged to quicken our pace; ftill, fpite of our accelerated walk, 
it was with difficulty I endured the cold occafioned from the wetnefs of my cloaths. 
By the way M. Lefueur related to me that he had remarked feveral cabins of the 
natives; that they were all fituate on the humid banks of the fait marfees on the right 
bank of the river, and were of one fame coarfe ftrufture; they were formed of final! 
branches of trees ftuck into the ground, faftened at their bent extremities above in 
iorm of an arbour, and exteriorly were coated with the liber, or bark ; I have feveral 
times noticed; they were about three feet high, as many wide, and five or fix feet 
long; in front of each of them were remains of fires, in the afees of which were 
diftinguifeed remnants of fife, kangaroos, and black fwans’ bills. M. Lefueur had 
taken a Iketch of thefe cabins, from which I felt a perfuafion that more wretched dens 
it would be impoffible could be found,—I was neverthelefs miftaken; we were yet far 
from having feen not only in what refpefted the dwellings, but alfo many other 
peculiarities, phyfical and focial, of thefe feores, the utmoft term of human ignorance 
and mifery. 

My companion further informed me that he had feen a number of holes dug feme 
feet deep into the earth, which ferved as wells for the inhabitants. Near them commonly 
fmall tubes are found, formed from a few plants of wild celery that grows on different 
points of the bay. Of thefe, the ufe without doubt to which the inhabitants applied 
them, M. Lefueur availed himfclf to draw up feme of the water; but he found it 
fcarcely potable. 

As we advanced, we diftinguifeed a groupe of our companions making towards us: 
the party confifted of Captain Iiamelin, part of the naturalifts, and a major part of the 
crew of the long boat and the canoe: we learned from them that, the long boat being 
to leeward, and the wind blowing in feore, not admitting them to luff, part of the men 
were employed in towing it, while the remainder of the crew coafted the beach on 
feore. As the progrefs of the boat was flow, and the wind blew very cool, we 
determined, in the interval of its arrival, to kindle a large fire at the back of the downs. 
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All hands were employed for the purpofe, and fhortly an immenfe pile was in flames. 
Some of our party had killed different kinds of birds; thefe were fpeedily facrificed 
for a common meal. 

During the preparation of bur dinner, Meffrs. Depuch and L. Freycinft gave me an 
account of their excurfion. ** After vainly endeavouring, 31 faid Mr. Depuch, “ to effect 
a landing on the left of the river we afcended, or rather the immenfe marfh we miflook for 
a river, which extends many leagues inland, and of which, though in the imall boat, 
we with difficulty paffed the bar at the mouth, after alfo finding ourfelves in filch (hallow 
water by the time we had proceeded four or five miles as to be able to advance no 
farther, we determined to return, and for this purpofe were on the point of making 
the right bank, along which we intended to walk, near a fpot which we concluded was a 
fmall ifland, when piercing and repeated cries occafioned us to turn our eyes towards 
the foreft on the oppofite fide, where we diftinguifhed a number of favages, who 
apparently noticed us with curiofity: their cries were directed to us. Captain 
Hamelin fteered towards them, but his courfe was foon impeded by want of water: in 
the mean time the natives continued to obferve us, ran about in every direction over 
the fhore, and reiterated their exclamations in a quicker and louder tone. With per- 
miflion of the captain, accompanied by four of the naturalifts, I jumped info the water, 
and readily forded the fpace between us and where we faw the natives: thefe fled to 
the foreft; with one of our party, I followed their fteps to its (kirts, and the remainder 
kept at a diftance behind us. 

“ Here we heard their exclamations repeated, apparently calling to each other, in a 
very quick manner: the only words I could diftinguifli, which were frequently repeated, 
were vctoo! veloo! We likewife fancied we heard the barking of a dog; but (hortly 
after it appeared to us they checked him, and the barking ceafed. 

“ In order to make them comprehend we had no ill intentions, we depofited in the 
molt confpicuous fpots, glafs beads, mirrors, knives, &c., and afterwards retreated, 
leaving various articles of this description purpofely in the way. But fhortiy we 
diftinguifhed feven or eight natives, each armed with two fpears and a club, advancing 
with hafty fteps, as if to cut off our retreat from the river. We were fortunate enough 
to prevent this defign, but as they trod cofely on our heels, we formed a junction with 
our party, and facing thefe audacious characters, without doubt ftrangers to our 
formidable arms, we kept them thus at a diftance of about fifteen or eighteen paces. 
They brandiflied their fpears with much ftrength, and threatened us; and hurled their 
clubs around with great rapidity, exclaiming in a frightful tone, mouyef mouye! By 
their geftures they l'eemed to invite our going away, and even to point out the road by 
which we came, and that, as we fuppofed, which communicated with the fea. 

« In the mean time, purfued as we were by thefe ferocious men, we had not an 
hiftant to lofe: we had no option but to fire or continue our retreat in good order ; 
the latter we preferred, fteadily refolved however to aufwer the firft fpear that fhould 
be lanced, by a difcharge of fmall (hot, and the next with ball; leaving them, as a 
counterpoife to the fuperiority of our arms, the advantage of a firft attack. _ 

i( Ignorant of what might be the number of our affailants, and, efpecially, being 
fatisfied it would be eafy for another band to furround us, and cut off our retreat, we 
withdrew, facing them, walking backwards, and imitating them in their brutal cries 
and menacing geftures, with lefs violence, indeed, but in a manner which could leave 
them no doubt of our refolution to anfwer any attack by one ftill more deftruftive. 
In this manner we arrived without accident near the fpot where we landed, 

« We took to the river, the favages ftill clofe to us, and were in it up to our 
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waift, uncertain whether in this particular fpot it was fordable* Now it was the favages 
were neareft to us : our mufquets were all pointed, and our fafety, long in a doubtful 
ftate, would have obliged us to have repulfed the attacks which indubitably would have 
taken place, when we perceived Captain Hamelin, followed by the crew of the boat, 
who* having landed on the other fide of the ifland, was haftening to our fuccour, 

“ At fight of this reinforcement, the favages halted, and we availed ourfelves of 
this to join our friends* We were nowin front of them, and merely feparated by the 
inlet which was every where fordable* To their continued exclamations of mouye ! 
mouye I and their pointing to our road back, we replied by pointing to the prefents 
we had left behind, and thofe we intended for them in addition, inviting them, by 
laving down our arms, to come and receive them, but in vain* 

cc Neverthelefs one, who appeared to me the youngeft of the party, and coiifequendy 
the’Aloft hazardous, advanced to a third of the diftance between us, and there, affirming 
a warlike attitude, with one fpear and his club held behind him, and handling the 
other fpear with all the ftrength and fupplenefs in his power, and marking in his looks 
the great eft boldnels and difdain, he feemcd to provoke, or rather did actually challenge 
us, with much energy, to fingle combat; the other favages, uneafy at firft at this re- 
folute conduct on his part, yet foon applauded it* We called out to him repeatedly, 
Taio ! taio! He pronounced this word firft to himfelf, as if inquifitive of its meaning, 
and afterwards repeated it to his companions, who likewife repeated it themfelves with 
loud fhouts of laughter. We afterwards cried out to them in feveral French words, 
which they pronounced in an inquifitive manner, and conitandy with much exactitude, 
and with burfts of laughter. The words they uttered belt were, oui, non, viens id* 
Some one exclaimed, tfi Poorah, get away,” in the Malabar language, and this appeared 
lefs foreign to them than the reft. Still they did not advance j the challenger kept 
his poft, and maintained his martial and difdainful air* 

tc Defirous of eflaying our laft means of conciliation, I advanced to the margin of 
the river, depofited my arms at a fhort diftance, pointing them out to this native, who 
obferved minutely all my actions* I next advanced, with the branch of a tree in each 
hand, to about half the diftance between us, calling out Tab, taio, awordfo well known 
to the inhabitants of the South Sea : I made him every fign I could think of to infpire 
confidence 3 but alt was vain : the favage receded, but in the ilighteft degree, before 
me ; and his comrades came forward to fecond him, threatening us anew. Our party 
now repeated their invitations and friendly figns, laid down their arms, which were re¬ 
placed by green branches and white handkerchiefs : the perverfity of this people was 
infurmountable* We again fhewed them mirrors, beads, &c* and offered them as pre¬ 
fents, making figns we were about to depart, and we actually retired. Curiofity in¬ 
duced two of them to crofs the water, the one who had challenged us and another, 
highly remarkable from the deep red colour of his hair and beard : they both proceeded 
with precaution, picking up the articles left on the way, to wit* a mirror, and ahand- 
fome pocket handkerchief ; the latter they laid down again immediately without ap¬ 
pearing to let the leaft value on it* The red-haired lavage it was who took up the 
mirror : furprized at feeing his own image in the glafs, he turned it round fuddenly, 
and finding nothing at the back, threw it down with an air of vexation, and feerned 
more enraged at us than ever ; he had not threatened us with half the grace before, 
that is *0 lay, with half the fury and vivacity he now exhibited* Captain Hamelinnow 
fhewed them a red tobacco-box : the fight of this oceafioned a very vifible emotion of 
lurprizein thefe men, which was even exprelfed by a loud exclamation ; he threw it 
towards the neareft of the two, and we receded, that they might take it up 3 this the 
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favage did, but immediately afterwards the exclamations and menacing geftures were 
reiterated in the fame frantic manner. 

“ We were now on the fame fide of the river again as the favages, and all our en¬ 
deavours to infpire them with confidence ferved only to encreafe their audacity \ fuch 
was it, in fliort, that we had only to choofe between a precipitate retreat or fir ing ; we 
chofe the former, and haftened on board without experiencing any hindrance. Perhaps 
this was all they required; perhaps, alfo, they were impatient to examine the rich 
prefents we had made them. 

^ “ The favages we encountered were entirely naked, a cloak excepted, made of the 
fkinof a dog or kangaroo, which was thrown over the fhouldersof fome of them, and 
a covering over the privities of others, with a fort of girdle round the loins. They 
ieemed to me of a much lels- dark colour than the negroes of Africa j their hair was 
flioit, even, ftraight, and fmooth, their beard long and black, their teeth extremely 
white.” 

I have deemed it effential to repeat here the whole detail of M. Depuch, that the 
reader may judge of the determination of thefe people to avoid and even repulfe 
ft rangers. We fhall have further occafion to notice this chara&eriftic, fo oppofite to 
the welcome and folicitude with which the nations of the Great Pacific Ocean received 
the Europeans who firft vifited them, and to the intereft felt by the majority of favages 
at the firft appearance of navigators on their fhores. 

Succeeds in the narrative of M. Peron, an account of the foundering of the long 
boat on the fands, and the difficulty experienced in regaining the fhip, which, of minor 
intereft, is paft over, the relation being refumed front their return to the fhip. 

As foon as our boats returned on the 8th, vve haftened to get them on board : we 
had not an inftant to lofe; the fwell of the fea was fo great, and the fhip pitched in fuch 
a maimer that we had great difficulty in preventing our larger boat from being fhivered 
againft the vefiel. At twenty minutes after ten we were under fail. The Naturalifte 
had the day before loft one of her anchors, and at the inftant of weighing ffie loft again 
another. At half-paft three in the morning we were oft' the cape, with the main-top 
fail clofe reefed. At this inftant the winds blew in gufts ; a fmall rain fell, and the 
thick fog, by which we were furrounded, prevented our diftinguiffiing- any object about 
us. We now parted from the Naturalifte, which, being unable to keep fo near the 
wind as our veffel, could not double the entrance of the "bay. We ourfelves indeed 
fucceeded but with great rilk, manoeuvring, with dreadful weather, in from 1 2 to 20 
fathoms water. 

The tempeft continued throughout the whole of the 9th ; the winds blew with vio¬ 
lence, and drove us conftantly towards the dangerous coaft we were anxious to fly 
from : in one of the tacks, the fhip not anfwering the helm, we were expofed to the 
moft imminent danger. 

The i oth we had fight of feveral large whales, fporting in midft of the angry waves j 
one, that we faw at ten in the morning, was battling with a fword-filh, and the rage of 
the two combatants feemed to encreafe with that of the tempeft. This day at noon, we 
thought we difeovered, by means of a flaffi of lightning. Cape Leuwin, which, if the 
obje£t we faw, would have been nine miles from us towards the weft. The barometer 
at this period had funk to its lowefl point ; it flood at 27 p 7, 5 1 and, confequently, fince 
the 5th June, bad declined i o lignes ^-tenths ; which correfponds well with the violence and 
duration of the tempejl. At. fix in the evening, a rapid decreafe of foundings, and the 
nature of the bottom, added to our alarms : we were running on the formidable reef 
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called the Naturalifte, which we recognized on the 30th May. We had great difficulty 
in avoiding it, and to effect this were obliged, fpite of the violent guffs, and at the 
hazard of carrying away our mails, to hoift all the fail we could. 

This horrible tempeft continued from the 1 ith to the 16th without interruption ; the 
fea was fo violently agitated that we were frequently gunnel-under, and were incapable 
of keeping the deck ; and many of our officers and men, and the commander even 
himfelf, had dreadful falls. 

The 16th at noon we were in latitude 32° 42' fouth, longitude m° 46' i4 // eaft 
of Paris. M. Mauge and myfelf availed ourfelves of a moment of calm to drag along 
the coaft again : it added to our treafures fome new articles, among others a kind of 
fponge of a beautiful purple, from which a liquor of the fame colour was obtained by 
the flighteft preffure, and different fubftances ftained with it completely refilled the 
adtion of the air, and even of feveral waitings. 

The 17th the Iky was clear, the fea’pleafant, and an agreeable breeze fprung up 
from the north-north-eaft : So many favouring circumftances held out the profpeCt of 
intereffing operations ; but a new chain of breakers, in the firff inftance, and afterwards 
a fform from the north-north-eaff, whence the winds blew, obliged us again to leave 
the coaft. The part along which we failed like all the reft was low, and without any 
remarkable inlet, but at the fame time was not of equally fterile appearance with the 
bay of the Geographe ; and beyond, we diltinguiffied a range of hills higher, but al- 
moft as regular as the coaft itfelf. 

The 10th brought with it neither the fine weather nor the calm we needed ; our 
Ihip feeining to be much ftrained, we refolved on bearing to the north ; at two we made 
the illand Rottneft, fix to feven leagues diftant : As this was the firff rendezvous ap¬ 
pointed by Captain Hamelin, we depended on anchoring here, either to receive or wait 
for intelligence refpettmg our confort, on whofe fate we were not without inquietude, 
its flow failing promifing to render more great to her the dangers we had encountered in 
the bay of the Geographe. What then was our furprize and confternation univerlally, 
when, almoft at the inftant of our making that illand, we heard our commander iffue 
orders for making the bay of Sharks, in Eodracht’s Land. We then gave up all ex¬ 
pectation of being joined by the Naturalifte during the remainder of the voyage ; and 
our forebodings were but too exaftiy verified. 

In the afternoon the winds varied from weft to weft-fouth-weft ; torrents of rain again 
began to fall, and the guffs that blew were violent, and frequently made us tremble 
lor our malls ; at eight in the evening the wind veered to the l'outh-eaft j the rain fell 
in torrents ; the lightning was almoft unceafing, and the continued roar of thunder 
added to the horror of a night as dark as pilch. A more critical fituation feemed iin- 
poffible, till a truly real and imminent peril infpired us with additional alarm. 

From twenty-five fathoms, with a fandy bottom, the foundings diminilhed fuddenly to 
nine and a half and twelve, with a rocky bottom. The confternation was general j officers, 
naturalifts, feamen,—every foul was on deck. Never were orders more fimultaneaully 
obeyed, never was greater zeal exhibited. Nothing fliort, indeed, could have enabled 
us to efcape the dangers of every description with which we,were threatened through, 
out this dreadful night. 

The 19th, the fea continuing to run high and covered with foam, and the crew 
being exhaufted with fatigue, the commander refolved to abandon thefe lliocking feas, 
and bear away to a latitude nearer the equatorial regions, and confequently warmer, 
and lefs fubjeCt to tempefts. 


Thus 
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Thus terminated our firft recognizance of Leuwin’s Land, on which many ohferva- 
tions remain for me to make ; but as we (hall again reyifit thel'e fliores, till that period 
I defer ulterior details rejecting this part of the great Southern continent. 

CHAP. VI. — Endragbi’s Land. 

[From 19th of June to 12th of July 1801.] 

After making the ifle Rottneft as I have before noticed, we bore away north-wed- 
bv-north, to avoid the Abrothos of Houttuum. fearfully famous for the lhipwrcck of 
Pelfar, and the 22d June in the morning, had the firll fight of Endraght’s Land. This 
part of New Holland prefents nearly the fame afped as Leuwin’s Land, that is to fay, 
a confhm continuance of low coafts of nearly uniform level, fandy, fterile, reddifh or 
grey, furrowed at its furface in different parts by ravines, ahnoft perpendicular in every 
part,* oftentimes {hielded by reefs ; in fhort inaccetfible, and perfectly juftifying the 
epithet beftowed on it by M. Boullanger of Iron Goaft. 

The following days We coafted the great ifiand Dirk Haftighs, an iffand (fill more 
bare than the coaft of which it appears a continuance ; poffefiing the lame phyfical 
charafter, it appears no Iefs inacceflible, and the fea dalhed with violence againft the 
weftemfhores along which we failed. 

Shortly after we difcovered the ifle Dorre, even more wild if poflible than that of 
Dirk Hartighs ; doubling then, northward, a .fecond barren iffand, which, after the 
aeneral fyftem of nomenclature of that part of the land of Endraght, M. L. Freycind 
denominated the iffand Bernier, we found ourfelves an the 26th June, in the evening, 
at the northern opening of the great bay ot Sharks. . 

The next day, the 27th, we entered it, having the ifies Dorre and Bernier on the 
right, and the continent on the left, the alped of which, at this point, is equally in- 
1 hofpitable with the countries feen on the preceding days. In no part of it, in ihort, was 
any mountain to be diftinguifhed, any traces of rivers, of rivulets even, or torrents ; in 
every part the coaft confided of a red or white land, utterly deftitute of verdure, other 
than that of dingy, ftunred, and (lender fhrubs, difperfed at confiderable diftance one 

from the other. ' ... _ „ , . 

The fea, on the contrary, appeared as if plcafed with oppofmg m contrail to this 
frightful fterility, the moft Varied and numberlefs productions. We were on every 
fide furrounded by large banks of falpa, doris, medufai, heroes, and porpites, fpecies 
of mollufcas and zoophites, we have noticed in the 3d chapter, or (hall have occafion to 
allude to : the prodigious number of thefe animals, their uniform and extraordinary 
(hape, their beautiful colours, and the fupplenefs and celerity of their movements, were 
to all our companions, and efpecially to my friend Lefueur, my colleague iVIauge, and 
inyfelf, a fpe&acle which excited pleafure and admiration in extreme. 

In mi dll of thefe innocent and graceful legions were diftmguilhed a vaft number of 
dangerous reptiles, which, gliding lightly over the furface of the wavbs, feemed in re¬ 
fute purfuit of a heap of fmall clupem, which (led precipitately towards the open fea. 

Thefe marine ferpents, which we (hall frequently have occafion to mention, have 
hitherto been fo imperfectly noticed by naturalifts, and even By travellers, that it ap- 
peats to me imperative I fliotild be more particular in fpeaking of them, Ihe whole of 
thefe Tea-reptiles are diftinguiflied from land ferpents by their tail, which is flat and oar- 
fhaped, and by their narrower body, which refembles that ot an eel, and terminates 
below ahnoft in an angle. They are of very various and fometimes extremely brilliant 
hue Some have one uniform colour, fiich as grey, yellow, green, or blueilh ; others 
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have rings of blue, white, red, green, black, &c. ; thefe again are marked with largff 
fpois, . puled with lefs or greater regularity, while thefe are diftingui filed by very 
ihiail fpecks elegantly difbibuted over the body. One of thefe fpecies is remarkable 
among the reft by the colour of irs head, which isbf a brilliant purple red : this is the 
red-headed fea-ferpent of Dampier, who was the firft that remarked it in thefe parts.— 
Like the land reptiles of this kind, fome of them are perfectly innocenr, others appear 
armed with venemous fangs : their length is various, from 30 to 40 centimeters* to 3 
and 4 meters f. 

Their range is not only along the fea-fliore ; we have noticed many at a diftance of 
three or four hundred miles from any land ; but, what is molt lingular, we never faw 
any on the continent or on the iflands: I certainly do not mean from this remark to 
draw theconclufion that they do not live on land ; but we faw none at any time ; and 
when lpeaking oi animals fo lingular, an impartial obferver fliould omit no important 
fii&, even when he finds hirafelf unable to conceive or explain its caufe. 

It is in mid ft of the hotteft countries of the globe, in the Indian Ocean cfpecially, 
the Perfian Gulf, the Red Sea, and that which.bathes the north-weft and north of New 
Hollaed, that marine lbrpents are exclufively produced ; at leaft fuch is the tefult of 
my own obfervations, and the numerous refearcbes I have made into the narratives of 
travellers : the high temperature of thefe feas, the calm they habitually enjoy, the 
multiplicity of animals which are generated in its bofom, and on which thefe ferpents 
feed, appear to be the principal caufes of their predilection for the equatorial feas. 

On opening the ftomach of feveral animals of this kind, 1 have found it chiefly filled 
with fmail and fhell fifli ; while they themfelves in turn become the prey of numerous 
lharks, the movements of which are lo inactive, fo clumfy ; but more minute obferva¬ 
tions of one of the habitudes of thefe animals, as I law more of them, Ihewed me the 
probable caufe of this fpecies of phenomenon. Oftentimes thefe ferpents are feen afleep 
on the furface of the waves ; their faculties are then fo completely abforbed, that our 
veflei palling by them, notwithftanding the noife it made, and the motion it gave to the 
furface, and notwithftanding the conftant clamour of thefailors, failed to awake it from 
its lomnolency. Without doubt, it is at thefe moments of lethargy the unwieldy 
lharks are enabled to feize thefe nimble animals ; at leaft, it appears to me difficult to 
account otherwife for their taking them. As to the caufe of this deep Deep, it is not 
unlikely to be that fpecies of ftupor, which, as in many animals of the fame family, is 
the accompaniment of digeftion. 

Thefe reptile^fwim and dive with equal facility ; oftentimes, when we reckoned to 
encfofe them in the nets we threw, they dilappeared ; and plunging to confidcrable 
uepih beneath the waves, remained half an hour or longer without afeending again to 
the furface, or made their appearance at a very confiderable diftance from°the fpot 
where they funk. r 

All thefe different habitudes, and this varying organization, uniting to diftinguifh 
pelagic ferpents from terreftrial, I have deemed it proper to rank them as a feparate 
family : fliil more particular reafons for this diftinction will be feen in another part of 
my works. * 

.W hile the minds of all were fixed on fo many different objefts, we difeovered on a 
fudden a large number of whales, advancing towards us with that velocity of which thefe 
animals are capable. Never before had I contemplated fuch a light. The multitude 
of thefe cetaceous animals, their coloflal fize, their rapid evolutions, the water fpouted 

* >3 10 ‘7 jr.cliea Englifli. 4 10 to 13 feet, EngUfli mcafure. 
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from the two holes in their head* all this appeared to me lefs extraordinary, than to fee 
thefe powerful leviathans of the deep throw themfelves perpendicularly out of the water, 
fupport themfelves* as it were, on the extremity of their tails, difplay their hn- 
inenfe fins, fall back on the waves, and open, with their immenfe weight, a 
paffage to the abvfs below* in the midft of broken waves, and foam, and /hewers of 
jpray* Now a numerous troop of them advanced on a fingle line, feemingly contending 
in fupplenefs and velocity : now, on the other hand, ranged in file, they fwarn delibe¬ 
rately, alternately diving beneath the furfaceand re-appearing. Oftentimes they weve 
noticed to wheel away in pairs, with a mutual complacency, which made me £i\^ eft this 
the feafon of their loves* 

In inidft of thefe grand objects of admiration, the evening appeared to fall with 
fpeed unwonted, and when the entrance of night enforced us to call anchor, our at¬ 
tention ftiil was fixed on the difport of the whales. 

However formidable thefe animals from their dimenftbns, the ftrength of their fins 
and their tail, and the rapidity with which they cut the waves, nature has yet oppofed 
to them two rivals, and the terrible fword-fifh on thefe ftiores wages with them an 
implacable and fanguinary warfare. This fouthem fword-fifh materially differs from 
that of the north, in having two long fringes or bands of 25 to 30 centimeters long* by 
a breadth of from 8 to 10 millimeters f, and which, placed by the fides of the fword, 
towards the middle, float freely in the water. Like that of the north, the fouthem 
fword-fifh is fufceptible of attaining a large fize, and many of them appeared to me no 
lefs than 4 or 5 meters £ in length. I have before mentioned, in the chapter which 
treats of Leuwirds Land, a combat of one of thefe animals with a whale \ we were 
prefent again at a fimilar one in the Bay of Sharks. This took place clofe to our 
veffel in the night time, the moon then Alining with fplendor. The two adverfaries 
feemed to fight with equal refqlution. The whale, efpeeially, made prodigious leaps, 
fpouted up water aluioft uninterruptedly, and feemed exceedingly fatigued with the 
conteft it had to maintain. The iffue of the combat we were unable to learn, as the two 
champions infenfibly got to adiftance. 

This extraordinary abundance of whales in the Bay of Sharks, cannot fail one 
day to render it of great importance, the fifhing here prefenting as much facility 
as advantage. Strangers to every fpecies of attack from man, the whales of thefe 
regions, unalarmed at his prefence, have not yet learned to dread his fhafts; fuch in¬ 
deed was their difregavd of us, that we frequently were apprehenfive of their ftriking 
againft our boats, as they came to the fur face to breathe, immediately dofe to their fides. 

Frefh water, unfortunately, is generally, and altogether wanting in this part of 
Endraght’s land, yet great as this difad vantage, it is not without remedy, for eliewhere 
we fliall have occafion to {hew that Captain Hameiin was enabled, with a fingle ftiil, to 
obtain daily eighty pints of foft water, and thus fuppiy a confiderable part of thofe 
of his /hip's crew who were on the continent. To our fhip-owners, efpeeially of the 
Ifle of France, is it that this untried branch of induftry promiles benefit; and did not 
the nature of this work exclude detail on undertakings of this defeription, it would be 
eafy for me to prove that there exifts, perhaps, no kind of fpecularion more honourable 
or more certainly lucrative \ but, to return to our navigation towards the interior of 
the bay. 

The 28th of June we anchored oppofite the Ifle Bernier, on which next day I 
landed* It is of a narrow, elongated figure, fcarcely fifteen miles long, by a breadth 

• 9 J to 13 inches Eng. 4 3 to 4 tenths of an inch Eng, :t 13 to i6 feet Eng, ™ 
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of five or fix. Its weftern coaft, altogether expofed to the fury of the win d fr m fea 
is bridled with breakers, againft which the waves dafh with a frightful noife. In front 
of its northern extremity is the little illet, Koks (Cox), a wild rock joined to the 
main nearly by a chain.of reefs. All the eaftern fide is indented and craggy ; but 
here the waves break with Iefs impetuofiry than in the weft ; on which account’it is 
cafy enough to land from the little creeks. 

The fand of the fit ore is quartz mixed with a large portion of calcareous ruins much 
attenuated. The fubftance of the ifland even is compofed, in its inferior beds, of a 
calcareous fhelly freeftone, fometimes whitifii, io met lines red, depofited in horizontal 
layers, the thicknefs of which varies from two to three decimeters % and which, being 
extremely uniform in. their projeaion, offer for mafon’s work ftones already half pre¬ 
pared by nature. 1 1 

l’he fhells encrufted in the mafs of thefe rocks, are almoft all of them univalve * they 
belong moft particularly to the genus natice of M. De Lamarck, and have great affinity 
to the fpecies of natice found alive at the foot of thefe rocks: they, doubrlefs, have 
been petrified many ages back, for, feparatc from their being exceedingly difficult to 
extract from the ftone, in confequence of their clofe adhefion, they are obferved at 
the depth of more than 50 meters + below the prefent level of the fea. 

However great the regularity of thefe layers in general, they are yet not all of them 
homogeneous in their fubftance ; there is in particular a variety of fpecies of thefe rocks 
more remarkable in their ftructure. Thefe are aggregated calcareous pebbles (liltculi) 
111 landy, ochrous earth, which adheres to them with fitch tenacity, that thegamnieis not 
to be feparated from the pebbles but by breaking both. All thefe pebbles are of ^lo¬ 
bular form, and are compofed of a great number of concentric zones which furround a 
kernel confilbng of a hard and brownifh freeftone that yields fparks. The different 
ftrata round the kernel are but a few millimeters in thicknefs, and have different co" 
jours, from a deep red to a bright yellow. The general difpofition of this breccia foves 
it a coarfe refemblance to the globular granite of the ifland of Corfica, while bv its 
nbbony and concentric beds, it has fomewhat the appearance of the agathes-onvx’. It is 
moreover fufceptible of polifh, and might be rendered fubfervient to different obieCts 
of fervice, or even of luxury, J 

The beds of freeftone of different kinds conftitute, to fpeak properly, the entire 
of this country, but on the rocks themfelves is impofed a ftratum of fand of left or 
greater depth, which is fpread over the whole ifland, rifing near its edges into a fort 
of girdle of very moveable downs, from 20 to 26 meters + high. This fand fimilar 
to that of the fhore, is very calcareous, of an extreme fine grain, which fhould feem to 
ren^r it liable to be readily difperfed by the winds, and confequently to caafe the face 
of the ifland to be changed according to their caprice and violence. ' We ffiall Ibcedily 
foe the counteraftion of nature to prevent diforders of this kind * y 

U he mmeralogical account I have fketched of the ifland Bernier applies in the moft 
preafe manner to the iffands Dorre and Dirk-Hartighs ; what 1 am'about to fay of 
the animal and vegetable productions of this ifland is alfo equally applicable >0 ^ 

°J, e r S - ^ Jll ^ er P 01 “J of . VI , ew > * ts hlftoi 7 111 general becomes more interefting 
and is defervmg that detail which I have deemed juft to give of all its conltimr-rw 
parts. Let us only add to thefe primary confiderations, that in no part whatever are 
any fources of fprrag water to be found, or any trace of conftant moifture 

Un iuch a foil it is of ready conjecture vegetation can but be wretched and in a 
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languifliing Rate ; dill it is not fo abfolutely negative as might at firfl: be fufpefted. 
In Fad, there are found here a tolerable variety of fmall trees and fhrubs, among which 
is a kind of fig-tree, the fruit infipid to the tafte, and fcarcely fo large as a walnut ; 
two or three fpecies of fmall mimofce, with pleafing and odoriferous {lowers, a fmall 
melaleuca, fome atriplices, a rumex, &c.; but of its vegetable prod u ft ions there are 
three on which a greater ftrefs appears to me requifite to be laid, as the hiftory of thefe 
is combined clofety to that of the foil. 

The firft of theie plants is a fpecies of fpinifex, or was at leafl efteemed to be fo by 
our botanifls: it grows in the mod arid places, forms a fort of turf fometimes of 
pretty targe extent, which is naturally fpread in a thoufand pleafing forms, prefenting 
here long and regular alleys, there a number of fmall wavy paths, here again a 
variety of figures more or lefs extraordinary, counterfeiting in fhort the mod pifturefque 
and varied parterres. This Angular plant is compofed of an infinite number of leaves, 
capillary, radical, feffile, did, and fo fharp that it is impoffible to touch any of thefe 
verdant brambles without being pierced by a thoufand little darts, which remain in 
the fkin, and occafion the mod vexatious pain. The prodigious tenuity pf thefe 
leaves, or rather thefe thorns, render them fufceptible of a decompofition as rapid as 
complete; and this plant mud be regarded as the effential fource of that fmall quan¬ 
tity of vegetable earth which is found in fome parts of the ifland. 

The fecond fpecies of plants which on thefe fhores is worthy of notice for its ex¬ 
traordinary character, is a mimofa, whofe knotty and dunted trunk fcarcely rifes to 
the height of 7 to 10 decimeters* above the foil, but which furaiflies a variety of 
branches from 5 to 7 meters f long, horizontally fpread at a fmall height from the 
ground, and fo tufty and interwoven, that the fmall animals which come to feek for 
file!ter in its fhade, are obliged, as we lhall fhortly defcribe, to work themfelves a 
covered way through the inextricable labyrinth of branches, leaves, and boughs. 

While, by means thus Angular, the vegetable bed gains growth, while the plants 
fade on the furface of the earth to brave with more impunity the fury of the temped, 
and to concentrate in fome meafure the rains and dews beneath their fhade, the mov¬ 
ing downs of fand are found enchained and faftened to their appointment by an 
immenfely wide-fpread net of living and natural cords. There are lloloniferous § 
roots of a large fpecies of cyperus, the hard and brittle Item of which rifes 
from 7 to 10 decimeters [| above the foil, and terminates in a globular ear of the 
fize of the fid, and in every part bridling with a long beard. This fpecies of 
gramen, which we fhall have occafion again to remark on different points of New 
Holland, is the more intereding, from its yielding a farinaceous grain like that of- 
wheat; but, unfortunately, almod all the flowers of it are barren, fo that often¬ 
times it happens that fcarcely two or three grains are collefted from the bulky 
ear. Poflibly thefe abortions might ceafe were the plant to be cultivated in a lefs 
arid foil ; but without paufing on a matter fo doubtful, let us be content with noticing 
that the acquifition of this cord-rooted gramen might not be without its utility in 
Europe ; and affuredly, it would be a circumdance not a little remarkable if the de- 
vaftating fands of the neighbourhood of Cadiz fhould ultimately be chained with 
fetters brought from the barren fhores of the Auftralafian continent. M, Riedlc had 

* 27 to 39 inches Englifh. f Ijlto 23 feet. . 

§ From rota;, abundance fent out From any thing or place : perhaps in the new coinage of words, one 
of more happy choice for the expreffiou it is to convey, was never fent from the mint of France. Ts. £ 
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formed this ufeful plan; but death fete&ed this eftimable and laborious character for 
Ills firffc victim, and many fimilar defigns died with their benevolent author. 

There are no inhabitants of the human fpecies on this ifland, nor any convincing 
proof of their ever making it a place of refidence, or cafual refort. 

The only animal of the mammiferous kind is the ftriped kangaroo the final left 
and 1110ft elegant fpecies of this extraordinary genus of animals peculiar to New 
Holland : it is moft particularly characterized by the conic form of its body, the 
difproportion of its legs, the pocket in front in which it carries its young, &e. 

The fpecies in question is immediately diftiuguifhed from the others of its genus 
hitherto known, by twelve or fifteen tranfverfal ftripes acrofs its back, of a {lightly 
brownilh red, left regular, and lefs diftinct at the upper part of the fhoulders where 
they begin, and increafing gradually in deepnefs of colour and appearance towards 
the tail, at the bafe of which they terminate, Thefe ftripes are loft on the fides, and 
have no exiftence on the belly ; the face of the animal and the feet are of a lightifh 
yellow, the abdomen marked by grey but whitifh, the reft of its body of a hare-grey, 
varying its {hade in different animals : the ears of this fpecies are fborter in proportion 
to the fuse of it than in any other of its genus ; the fame may be find of its tail, which 
is likewife weaker, and which, entirely bare of hair, has much fimilitude to that of a 
rat. As to other matters, its form is fimilarly cone-fhaped, the difproportion between 
its fore and hind legs is the fame, as is the diftri button of its toes, nails, &c. All thefe 
details, however, which will be given in the zoologic part of our works, are foreign 
to this narrative: it is fufficiem I have defcribed the prominent characteristics of 
this pretty animal. 

The ftriped kangaroo peoples with its herds the three ifiands of Bernier, Dorre, and 
Birk-Harttghs ; but of this fpecies we found none in any part of the continent, or in 
any of the iilands which we furveyed in fucceflion. The fame phenomenon will 
hereafter be feen with refpedt to all the various fpecies of kangaroos ; that is £0 fay, 
that each fpecies will be feen to exift on fuch and fuch iflands, or on particular por¬ 
tions of land, without any one of them appearing beyond the limits peculiar to its 
fpecies* 

Deftitute of every means of attack or defence, like all other feeble animals, and 
efpecially like the hare of our climates, the kangaroo is timid, and gentle in extreme. 
It is alarmed at the flighted: noife; a breath of wind will even make it fly. Hence, notwirh- 
{landing their numbers on the iiland Bernier, we found it at firft extremely difficult to take 
them. Within the impenetrable thickets I have defcribed, thefe animals could brave the 
activity of our hunters with impunity ; and, when they left them- iffued by feme unknown 
inlet, and bounded with theutmoft fpeed to another favouring covert, without the hun¬ 
ters being able to conceive how it was poffible they could penetrate and difappear fo 
promptly in thefe mazy [belters ; but foon they difcovered that eaclr of thefe little 
thickets had feveral covered ways terminating at the centre, and leaving them a choice 
of iffue as circumftances required. No fooner known was this circum fiance than their 
definition was allured ; our fportfmen united, and while feme beat the thicket, others 
placed themfelves at the feveral entries, fo that the animal, a prey to fuperior guile, 
on feeking to efcape, prefen ted itfelf to alnioft inevitable deilruction. The fielh of 
this animal appeared to us, as it had done to Dampier, much like that of a warren- 
rabbit, but far more aromatic, a confequence, no doubt, of its aliment, which is planis* 
ahaoft generally odoriferous. It is moft affuredIy the bell meat we met with 

* Kan gums fafeiatua, N. 
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from the kangaroo, and the acquifidon of this fpecies would be a real benefit to 
Europe, 

At the time we were on thefe fhores all the females that were full-grown had in 
their pocket a young one of tolerable fize, which they endeavoured to protect with 
truly admirable courage ; were they wounded they fled* carrying their young in this 
pocket, and never abandoning it* until overcome with fatigue, and exhaulted with lots 
of blood, they could fupport its weight no longer; then they flopped, helped the 
young one out of the bag, and pointed out to it the fpot where it had the greateft 
promife of fecurity : they then continued their flight with what celerity they could ; 
did it happen the hunter gave over the chace, or flackened his purfuit, the wounded 
mother returned to the thicket which had given its offspring an afylum, called it by 
a fpecies of grundng, careffed it with affection, as if to difiipate its fears, made it re¬ 
enter the pocket, and fought, with this precious burthen, fome new fhek'er where the 
hunter might not be able to difcover it, or force it from its retreat, . Similar were the 
marks of intelligence and affection, thefe poor mothers exhibited when they felt them- 
fclves mortally hurt: their whole care was lavifhed on their young ; far from feeking 
to efcape the huntfman, they fuddenly Hopped, and their laft efforts were expended 
in the pre&rvation of their young, — Generous fclf-devotion, of which the hiftory of 
animals prefents fo many examples ! and which the human fpecies is fo often reduced 
to envy. 

During our flay on Hie Bernier we caught a number of thefe young animals ; but 
the major part, as yet no doubt too weak, did not long furvive their captivity. One 
only remained of thefe and became tame ; this animal ate bread with pleafure, and 
feemed to relifh exceedingly the fpgared water we gave it. The laft tafte is the 
more extraordinary, as on the iflands which thefe animals inhabit there is not any 
foft water to be found. This young kangaroo was accidentally killed at Timor : we 
felt its Iofs the lefs fenfibly, as, having but one of the fpecies, we could not hope to 
naturalize it in Europe; this firft attempt, however, proves clearly that the fpecies 
in queftion might eafily be tamed, and 1 again repeat, would be a mod valuable ac¬ 
quisition to our parks and yards. 

If a few troublefome or injurious animals be excepted, which we fliall notice, all 
are rare on the unhappy foil of which we treat ; the clafs of birds, for example, is 
confined to wretched cormorants, divers kinds of boobies, petrels, lari, fea eagles, and 
oftralegse *, which far from man and his fhafts, multiply their voracious flights on 
thefe unproductive rocks. The land-birds are the fly-catchers, the fpeckled magpye* 
and a beautiful fpecies of titnioufe, with a blue collar, which will, as it deferves, be 
further noticed. 

The reptiles confifled of a fpecies of lizard f, one of the largefl of that genus, and 
the very lhort and large tail of which makes the animal appear at firft fight with two 
heads ; a beautiful fpecies of tubinambis | 12 to 16 decimeters long § ; a geeko J| of 
from 10 to 13 centimeters The hiltory of thefe fpecies, all of which are new, 
will be prefented with the correfpondiug details in the zoological picture of New 
Holland. 

Perhaps no country in the world abounds more in fifh than the great Bay of Sharks ; 
but this abundance is unknown off the fhores of the ills Bernier. In thebofom of the 
neighbouring havens it Js that thele animals go to feek the calm and aliment they 

* Oyfter-catcbera. + Scincus tropic urns. N, % T, End raclitcr.il $ 
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require \ we (hall mention them at a future occafion* Here all that is neceflary 
to fay is, that our fifhing was almoft wholly fruitlefts, our collections in this department 
not having been enriched here by more than ten new Ipecies* 

In midft of the fea-boat-rocks of the ifiand Bernier, inhabit different fpecies of 
polypi* fome of which attain extraordinary fize ; many that I faw were from 9 to 13 
decimeters long when their arms were extended. 

In teftaceous animals, properly fpeakmg, thefe feas were more abundant; but, if 
mufcles and oyflers be excepted, which delight in rocks and angry waves, all of them 
were univalve. In the bottom of the bay, buried in the mud and fand, numerous and 
magnificent bivalve animals abound. We fhatl at a future period tear them from 
their peaceful beds, but, not to anticipate the natural order of the relation, we fhall 
content ourfelves with indicating here fome of the moil remarkable fiieJl-fifh collected 
at the ifle Bernier* 

Of all the fpecies of tnufdes hitherto known, that which I have difeovered here is 
inconteftibiy the moft: handfome and fplendid : (tripped of its marine coat, it reffeds 
all the mofl vivid colours of the prifm and precious (tones ; it is even dazzling. I 
have defer! bed it under the head My til us effulgens* 

From other caufes the oyfter of thefe parts f deferves particular attention ; its in¬ 
ferior valve is a fpecies of greatly lengthened cone, 16 to 19 centimeters | long, and 
more or lefs regular. Fixed on the rock by its point and one of its fides, it is covered 
by a fecond valve, which much refembles the fame piece of our oyfter, and which 
ferves as a cover to the lower (hell I fhall next deferibe : the whole depth of the lower 
fliell is not filled by the animal ; it is found placed in the upper part of the cone* the 
lower part of which is occupied by a number of tranfverfal divifiaus, much fimilar to 
the glafies of a watch, and which are continued to the extremity of the point which 
ferves as a fupport to the fliell. Their concave fides are turned upwards, and between 
them are vacant fpaces filled with an aeriform fluid, the nature of which it would have 
been worth determining. However fmgular this oyfter-fliell, its inhabitant was not 
the lefs delicate, for all united in praife of its excellence* 

Among the univalve conchology peculiar to this part of Endraght ? s land, I muft 
not omit to point out a beautiful fpecies of trochus§, of the moft deep and lively 
green ; a fpecies of patella which, owing to its fize, I denominated gigantia j a mag¬ 
nificent volute [|, fprinkled with white fpots, reprefeming fa many flocks of fnow, and 
above all a cone or rouleau % about 40 millimeters** long, of a light orange colour, 
and diltinguiflied by a band three lines broad, which follows the windings of the fpiral, 
and which, in a fliell newly taken from the water, is of a fplendid blue like the lapis 
lazuli. Two fpecies of terreltrial (hells in aftomfhing abundance cover large fpaces in 
the interior of the ifland, but all of them uninhabited j one was a fpecies of helix, the 
other belonged to the genus bulime of M. Lamarck. 

1 he family of cruflacea: counts no great number of fpecies on thefe fhores, but of 
thefe are two of the genus Portune of M, Latrelleff, which cover the rocks in myriads. 
Some of thefe crabs are but four or five inches long, and the fle(h of them is excel¬ 
lent ; on occafion they would furnifli a food equally inexhauflible and' falutary. 

Infeas in general are not numerous on this ifland, if ants alone be excepted ; of 
thefe the number of fpecies is five or fix, and their legions are innumerous. After 
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the ants come blattac or kaonerehe, one fpecies of which attains confiderable fize. 
Of grafshoppers, crickets, &c. we diftinguiftied fome curious fpecies. I mu ft under 
this head obferve, that the family orthopteres, which commonly prefer arid and dry 
filiations, prefent a great number of fpecies on the continent of New Holland, and 
that each of them appear to have Angularly multiplied. More than on one occafion 
will it occur to us to remark the interefting affinity of the nature of the foil with its 
various productions. 

In midft of the indented rocks I have defcribed live many echini, which are fome- 
times very difficult of reparation from the calcareous rock, to which they feein encrufted. 
In the fame fpots dwell feveral fpecies of l'ea liars of the genus ophiura ; one 
one of thefe * is remarkable for its long arms of from eight to ten inches, articulated, 
fragile, and briftled with fmall thorns. From its retreat between the chinks of the 
rocks this animal ftretches to a diftance its long tentaculm, and ufes much dexterity 
in feizing its prey, and dragging it to its little cave. A fecond fpecies of ophiura f 
ihone during the night like a beautiful ftar, by means of five glands or tubercles 
placed on its difk. 

In the clafs of folid zoophytes, befides fome fpecies of milliporac, is a branching 
madrepore from fix to feven inches high, the extremity of which is diftinguifhed, when 
in a frefh ftate, by an extreme lively and pure rofe colour. 

From all the obfervations I haveprefented in the zoology of the ifland Bernier, and the 
fea by which it is beaten, there refults that the terreftria! animals are few, and, except the 
kangaroo, all of them either troublelome or injurious ; that the fea on the contrary is 
remarkably fecund, and that from the bulky whale to the raicrofcopic polypus, the 
whole of the clafles of the animal reign have numerous and interefting families; and 
when, in another part of this relation, we lhall have indicated the various productions 
of the great gulf at the entrance of which we now halt, it will without doubt be 
granted, that few feas have been more lavilhly endowed by nature than thofe which 
bound their fliores. 

M. Peron here defcribes the dangers he ran in his refearches on the ifland, from 
lofing his way, and from falling afleep where a boat was fent to bring him on board ; 
he commemorates likewife the kindnefs and affeflion of Lieutenant Picquet, who 
even ventured to difobey his orders, by continuing his fearch beyond the time by which, 
if he Ihould not find him, he was ordered to return, and leave him behind. This nar¬ 
rative, as of inferior inter eft, is pa fled to refume the thread of the relation. 

In the mean time the Naturalifte not making its appearance, our commander re- 
folved on proceeding farther into the Bay of Sharks in fearch of it, and there to 
await its arrival. In this view we weighed anchor on the 30th of June. We made but 
little way during the day, throughout the whole of which we fleered amid ft immenfe 
fhoals of fill], of which, as we failed along, we caught great numbers. All the fpe¬ 
cies were new, and belonged to the genera labrse, baliliac, cones, oftracions, cheto- 
donse, &c. The whole evening alfo we diftinguilhed an enormous quantity of whales, 
many of which came very near to our fhip. We likewife faw many fea-ferpents five 
or fix feet in length. . 

At length, on the 2d July, we anchored in Dampier’s Bay, on the north of a point 
of land, which, like the previous navigators, we confidered an ifland, but which 
M. L. Freycinet, as will hereafter appear, found to be a confiderable peninfula. 
Scarcely were we anchored, before the Iky was involved in big clouds, and on the 

* Ophiura tebcles. R Ophiura phofphoria. 1 ST. 
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fucceeding day, the 3d, we were affailed by fo violent a ftorra, that we were obliged 
10 weigh anchor precipitately, to make for the north, where we had proceeded the 
day before. This hurricane caufed us to run great hazards the whole ot the night be¬ 
tween the 3d and 4th ; as, to avoid the weftern illes, we threw ourfelves among the nu¬ 
merous banks of the eaftern coaft, between which we were conftramed to lufi up until 
day-light. Ill one tack, by the veffel not ar.fwering the helm, we were on the point 
of linking on the point of tlie high banks, which forms the northern boundary ot 

Dampier’s bay. _ . , , . 

Fortunately this dorm was as fhort of duration as it was violent; and the next day, 
4 th of July, finding ourfelves oppofite to the ifle ‘Bernier, our commander again call 
anchor determined to await there the junction of the Naturalifte, which we expected 
daily to take place. In confeqnence of this refolution, two tents were erected on the 
back of the downs, defigned, one for the naturalifts and the aftronometei, the othei for 


the commander himfelf. , , ... 

On the 6th at day-break, I proceeded towards the weftern coait ot the liland, which, 
more Iheltered from the fury of the winds, feemed to promife a numerous and impor¬ 
tant collection, nor was 1 in this point deceived ; but, as if the ifie Beinier was deftined 
to be conftantly fatal to me, I ran the greateft poflible rifle of being buried in the waves. 
After having traverfed the fea-fhore for a long time, without being able to find the 
beautiful fpecies of troebae, patellm, cones, and volutes, I have before deferibed, other 
than dead, I refolved to pafs a dangerous reef which projefted into the fea, in the 
finuofities of which I hoped to meet with living fhell-fifh. There were there abundance 
of thefe indeed, but while moft intent on difengaging them from the rock, a big wave 
{truck with fuch force over the ridge of the reef, as to bear me with it againfl the rocks 
contiguous : my cloaths in an initant were torn to pieces, and I was covered with 
wounds and blood. I colluded myfelf notwithftanding, and exerting all my ftrengrh, 
clung firmly to a point of the rock, and thus avoided being borne away by the returning 
wave, which without doubt would have been my deitruction. Leaving now the fea, I 
dragged myfelf along to the fiiore, which I had no fooner gained, than I fainted from 
pain and lofs of blood. In this date I remained till night, without power to relume my 
way to the tents. My right knee efpecially was fo painful, and fo much cut, that it 
feemed to meimpoffible I fiiould be able to walk ; but gradually the pain abated, and 
I plucked up courage ; a large fire, which I diftinguifhed on the fumtnit of a down of 
fand, ferved to dired my fteps, and by midnight 1 rejoined my companions. 

Seeing me covered with contpfions and wounds, and bathed in blood, many of my 
friends were afl'eded to tears, and even the commander himfelf feemed to feel for my 
deplorable filiation. I was fhortly after attacked with fever, pretty ftrong at firft, but 
the chief of my wounds turning out to be of little confequence, I was foon in condition, 
if not to refume my excurfions, yet to make a curious feries ofobfervations and experi¬ 
ments on the relative temperature of the atmofphere, and the interior of the earth, at 
different hours of the day and night. The refult will with additional intereft appear in 
fpeaking of the inhabitants of Endraght’s land and their Angular dwellings. 

In the mean time all our labours advanced towards their clofe ; the aftronomer had 
determined by numerous obfervations the pofition of the illands on whicli we were en¬ 
camped ; Mellrs. Boullanger and Mauronard, in a long and*tirefome excurfion, had 
furveyed the entire eaftern coaft ; and by one of my colleagues and myfelf the whole 
of the produdions of the foil had been colleded. Nothing therefore detained us longer 
©n thefe fhores but the Naturalifte, and ftill this fit ip did not make its appearance j it 
was requifite at length we fhould give up expeding herj and the 12th July, in the 

morning. 
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morning, we weighed anchor to purfue our examination northward of Endraght’s 
land. 

On the fame day we doubled a large cape which forms the nortI>eaft point of the bay 
of Sharks, and which has the appearance of an enormous baftion j we called it Cape 
Cuvier in memory of a learned naturalift of that name. 

In the night, between the 14th and 15th of July, we paflfed the tropic of Capricon for 
the fourth time 3 the thermometer was from i 6 ° to iS° % the barometer from i l 
to sS p 3 1 . The portion of land we coafted, like the reft of thefe unpleafmg fhores, 
was naked, fterile, low, uniform, Tandy, and wettifh. The 15th, at noon, we were in 
latitude 22’ iy f fouth, 1 io° 46' eaft of Paris. 

From the 18th to the 22d we had fight of the river King William, which In no re- 
fpect is deferving of the importance that, from the ancient charts of this part of New 
Holland, one would feel inclined to give it. The opening of it is narrow, barred by 
rufs, and embarraffed by rocks j and the dire&ion it feem’s to affe£t inclines me to 
imagine that, like all the other pretended rivers of this continent, it is only a fort of 
channel by which the waters of the fea penetrate a greater or lefs depth in land- More¬ 
over, at its mouth, no fenfible difference is obferved in the colour of the waves; in 
crofling it no current is experienced 3 and the continent in this part prefents the fame 
picture of barrennefs and monotony to which I have had fo often to advert. 

The fame may be fald of the north-weft cape of New Holland, which we defcried the 
22d July and which we denominated Cape Murat, In front of this important cape a 
pretty extenfive reef is projected, againft which the fea breaks with violence. On the 
north, and, as it were, on the fame line, feven Tandy, low, and barren iflands prefent 
themfelves, called the Iflands Rivoli, in memory of the celebrated victory of that name. 
Thefe iflands are inconfiderable, the largeft of them not exceeding three leagues in 
length 3 but they are very eafy for navigators to reconnoitre, and their pofition in front 
of Cape Murat renders them of importance* 

Immediately beyond the cape, and the iflands I have juft defcribed, begins De Witt’s 
Land, a new theatre of troubles and perils which we are about to pourtray in the 
fucceeding chapter. 

CHAP. VII, — De Witt's Land . 

[From the 23d July to the 16th Auguft 1 801.3 

UNDER the name of De Witt’s Land is generally comprized all that part of New 
Holland which, from the north-weft cape extends to the north cape of this vaft con¬ 
tinent, thus comprizing ten degrees nearly of latitude by fifteen of longitude. It was 
difeovered, according to common opinion, by William de Witt, a Dutch navigator, who 
gave it his name ; but the epoch of this difeovery is uncertain3 fome ftate It to have 
taken place In 1616, others in 1623, or even 1628, In this laft year alfo it is that 
Vianen Is reputed to have been wrecked on this coaft. In 1669 Dampier appeared off 
thefe fliores; but repulfed by fimilar obftacles, which will be feen to have multiplied 
themfelvr-s around us, he was obliged to abandon them. At length, in 1705, three 
Dutch ftiips were expedited from Timor to reconnoitre De Witt’s Land, and that of 
Van Diemen on the north 3 but this laft voyage never having been publiflied, all cir- 
cumftances relating to it remain unknown 3 it appears, however, that to this laft under¬ 
taking 
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taking are owing the details, exceedingly inexaft, from which this part of New Holland 
is laid down in the common maps. From that epoch a century has elapfed without any 
European fliip having been feen in thefe leas, and Ihortly it will appear that it was not 
without reafon that navigators have kept at a diftance from thefe dangerous Ihores. 

The 23d July we paffed within fight of a low and barren illand, about three leagues 
in length, called Hermit Illand, from the brave officer in the navy of that name. 

From the 23d to the 25th we had flagging winds and dead calms, which did not ad¬ 
mit of our making much progrefs, and the currents carried us far enough from the 
Ihore to prevent our having fight of it. The temperature of the fea at its furface was 
then 2o°of Reaumur"*, and multiplication went on rapidly in its bofom. Independent, 
iji fad, of a prodigious number of medufee, falpse, porpites, &c. we were furrounded 
by fifli of different kinds, efpecially baliftae, chaetodons, clupea;, &c. which mull be 
placed at the head of equatorial fifh. Large lharks were feen at every inftant about 
the fliip, and every where whales and turtles in profufion. We likewife diftinguilhed' 
two new fpecies of fea-ferpents, the one from eight to ten feet (Englilh) in length, of 
a green colour, fpottcd with red and brown ; the other, from three to four feet long, 
or a duller green, was diftinguilhed by large yellow and black fcales on its back. 

The 27th, we had fight of a finall archipelago, which we called Foreftier’s Archi¬ 
pelago, in honour of the chief of the firft divifion of the miniftry of marine. Thefe 
illands, which we afterwards examined with greater exactitude, are at a Ihort diftance 
from thole of Rofemary, and the Archipelago of Dainpier. We reckoned fix princi¬ 
pal ones, the large!! but from three to four leagues in length : they appear to be gene¬ 
rally low and fterile, like thofe of Rivoli j one of them, however, defignated the 
Illand Depuch, and which lays in latitude 20° 35' 30* fouth, longitude 115° 12' 50* 
call of Paris, prefented itfelf under fuch a particular appearance, that the commander 
thought right to examine it with greater nicety. For this purpofe M. Ronfard fet off 
in the long boat. Vainly did the naturalifts requeft to be put on fhore, not one could 
obtain this permiffion. M. Ronfard returned by ten the next morning; he related 
that Depuch Illand was only from four to five miles long; that a boat can readily land ; 
•and that from different marks of the tides upon the rocks, the greateft difference of 
high and low water appeared to be 26 feet (Englilh). 

By the mere appearance of this illand we could difcover that its chara&er and nature 
were different from all we had hitherto feen. In faft, the land was higher, the figure 
of it more marked, and proportionately as we advanced this difference became more 
ct idem. Iiiftcad of thofe uniform coafts prefenting no point, no eminence whatever, on 
this illand were feen pointed and folitary rocks, which like fo many needles feenied to ftart 
from the furface. The whole illand was volcanic, priftns of bafalt, generally pemaedra, 
heaped one upon the other, and molt commonly lying on their angles, conftituted its 
entire mafs. 1 here they arofe like walls of hewn ltone j here they prefented theni- 
felves in form of a pavement, fimilar to the Giant’s Caufeway, lb much renowned. 
In fome paits, excavations were feen, of various depths; here the water, which 
ran from neighbouring parts, uniting, formed a kind of fountains, in which our 
feamen met with fome excellent water of ferruginous nature. In thefe fpots, 
more moift than others, vegetation was rather active, and about them grew fome hand- 
fome (hrubs, with trees of higher fize, which formed very pieafing groves ; the reft 
Df the illand, with a different difpofition, prefented likewife as different a perfpective; 
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sitiong thefe he^ps of IelvHj piled in the rudeft diforder^ a, general fierility reigns \ and 
the black colour of the volcanized rocks added to the mournful and monotonous 
tifpeft of the little ifland* W alking is attended with difficulty on account of the 
bafaltic prifins which, horizontally difpofcd, prefent their angular and falient edges 
vertically. « The colour of this bafalr,” fays ray interefting friend Depuch, who 
poffeffed different fpeciraens of it, « is grey, inclining to blue ; its texture is very dole, 
its grain fine, and in appearance like petro-filex; brilliant lamina, irregularly difpofed’ 
are differainated throughout the whole raafs ; without acids it does not effervefee nor 
does it fenfibly anfwer the magnet; its exterior has fuffered forae change, produced by 
ferruginous particles: this decompofition does not commonly extend to a greater depth 
than a line or two.” 1 

M. Ronfard imagines there is ground for conjedure, from the general conformation 
and colour of the neighbouring portion of the continent, that it is of fimiiar volcanic 
nature, ihis would, without doubt, have been an object of the inore'confequence to 
verify, from nothing volcanic in New Holland having hitherto been noticed, and from 
our having, until this inftam, met with nothing of this kind ; but our commander,. 
without any concern for a phenomenon which yet has important relation to the geo’ 
graphy of this part of New Holland, ordered the continuance of our courfe. 

Depuch Ifland is the mofL eaftern of the duffer that forms the archipelago of 
Foreftier, and is one of the fmalleft, but its volcanic conftitution gives it a proininent 
character. It is not commonly inhabitedj but the lavages from the main land may 
poffibiy vifit it occafionally, as M. Ronfard -found traces of fires formerly kindled on 
the ground, and fradhires of bal'alt recently effected, which appeared to be the refiilt 
of human exertion. Only one quadruped was feen, which at a diftance appeared to be 
a dog j a conjecture rendered more probable from that fpecies being fpread over every 
point of the neighbouring continent. One of our Tailors, indeed, thought he diftin- 
guilhed a kangaroo, of a linall fpecies. The only birds were fame fly-catchers, and 
fea-fowl. A grey ferpent was brought thence, fix feet long, of the genus boa. InfeQs 
were numerous, of the genera ant, grafshopper and cricket, and efpecially a fmall kind 
of fly, which from hs fwarms was Angularly troublefome to our people. Among the 
Ihell-fifh muff'be noticed a beautiful fpecies of pyrulai *, elegantly adorned with fmall 
aurora-coloured fpots. 

Behind the archipelago of Forreftier the continent feemed to be deeply indented •* 
the bay between the lands we termed Foreflier Bay. The 28th July, at five in the 
evening, we difeovered a pretty extenfive bank, which we had much difficulty to avoid;; 
the fea broke again!! it with violence, and the foundings diminilhed fo rapidly, as 
we approached it, that in a few inffants they gave lefs than eight fathoms. We called . 
this bank the Shoal of the Geographe. 

The fame day we had fight of land at different points : the points appeared: to us 
even lefs elevated than thole obferved the day before; and, notwithftanding. we were 
only in ten fathoms water, fcarcely could we perceive them from the deck. We, how¬ 
ever, at intervals of fpace diftinguifhed feveral large columns of finoke, which fatif-: 
fied us of the prefence of man on thefe melancholy fhores. 

The 30th, in 19 0 33' fouth, longitude 116 0 31' 45* eaft of Paris, we difeovered a - 
low and Tandy ifland, which we called llle Bedout, in honour of the brave officer efi 
that name, who on board He Tigre- fupported one of the moil glorious combats the-- 
French navy can boaft.. 
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The 31 ft we again had fight of land, which however, on account of the lhallow water, 
we were obliged to make from. It perfectly refembled that of the day before, and 
was fcarcely apparent as a thin blue line on the furface of the fea : here alfo we dif- 
fcinguifhed fmoke. 

The 1 ft Auguft we experienced a pretty violent ftorm, during which I had occa- 
fion to obferve medufse of prodigious dimenfions ; the majority were not lefs than 
two feet and a half (Englifti) in diameter, and weighed from fifty to fixty pounds* 
Many fpecies of the fame genus furnilhed us with obfervations valuable for the hiftory 
of the phofphorefcence of the fea. 

At this period, we were in 18 0 of fouth latitude, and confequently within the equa¬ 
torial regons; ftill the temperature we experienced in thefe feas fcarcely exceeded from 
14 0 to of Reaumur*, which gives a mean inferior to that we had experienced in 

a correfponding northern latitude. The barometer, on the other hand, kept at 2& p 2 1 
to s8 p 3 1 , giving a mean much higher than was obferved in correfpond'mg latitudes 
on the other fide of the line. 

On this occafion alfo we confirmed by experiment a valuable remark of Dampier 
on the atmofpheric variations of thefe climates: pretty ftrong winds prevailed from 
midnight till fix in the morning, blew with violence during part of the day, began 
to fall towards evening, and till towards midnight degenerated into a perfect calm., 
Thefe lingular cireumf lances, attendant on the meteorology of thefe feas, add greatly 
to the danger of reconnoitring the land, at leaft in the feafon of the year we were 
there. 

Similar is the character of conftant ferenity in the atmofphere of thefe regions. 
Never, in faft, did the heavens appear to us more clear, or lefs loaded with vapours 
and moifture. Nor had this phenomenon efcaped the celebrated navigator I have juft 
noticed. w Ever fmee our departure from the Bay of Sharks,” fays Dampier, <£ we 
conftantly had fine weather, nor was it hafty to leave us; the iky was ferene, and not 
a fingle cloud was vifible.” I merely point out thefe meteorological obfervations in 
this place ; in another, we ftiall fee them identified in a curious manner with the phy- 
fical hiftory of the great continent of New Holland. 

The 3d of Auguft, we failed all day in a very lhallow water, without, however, 
feeing land even by night-fall, which induced our captain to purfue his courfe towards 
it; but at ten o'clock, the appearance of a great fire on the coaft gave us notice of 
the imminent danger we hazarded. We immediately tacked, and laid by for the 
night. 

The 4th we were conftantly in fight of land, but were obliged to keep at confider- 
able di fiance from it on account of the fhallownefs of the water ; oftentimes, in fa£t, 
the lead gave but eight, feven, fix, and even five fathoms, which at length obliged 
us to anchor. The land we had in fight, although generally low, uniform, fandv, 
and whitfih, feemed notwithftanding rather lefs fterile than any which we had hitherto 
examined, and the back of the downs was pleafingly marked by a curtain of verdure 
and fhrubs. Proportionate to the fuperior fertility of thefe more favoured fhores 
apparently, was their greater population, at leaft if a judgment of it could be formed 
from the multiplicity of fires kindled on the coaft, which, from their extent, prelented 
the appearance of a foreft on fire. The coaft in this part, as we (hall prefently fee, 
forms a large bay which we called Laplace Gulf, from the illuftrious learned man of 
that name, to whom phyfics and aftronoiny are indebted for fo many ufeful and valu¬ 
able difeoveries. 

# 57i° 10 of Fahrenheit. 
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1 he 5th, we difcovered a new groups of fmall iflands, fandy, but covered with fome 
verdure j we called them Lacepede Iflands. Thefe iflands, of which we lliall have to 
fpeak further in another place, confift of four principal ones, fituate at but little dif- 
tance from the continent; the largeft is three leaugues in length: they fpread 
from north to louth on a line nearly twelve leagues in extent. The pofition of the 
ftip at noon was 16 0 43' 30' fouth, longitude 119 0 33' 3c/ eaft. In front of Lacepede 
1 Hands, projects a very long chain of reefs, and hnmenfe banks of fand which we 
denominated the Hanks of Whales, on account of the vail number of thefe animals 
we faw. We likewife perceived all day long large flioals of mollufcm, a number of 
fifh and many fea-ferpents. Our collection was increaled by feveral fpecies of each of 
thefe dalles of animals.’ 

North of Lacepede Iflands, appeared a large whicilh cape named by us Cape Borda, 
from the learned geometrician of that name, who, by perfe&ing the reflecting circle, 
has juft claim on the gratitude of navigators of all countries. Cape Borda lies in 
16° 36' S., long. 120 0 8' E. of Paris. 

Bhe 7th Auguft we found ourfelves at very little diftance from the Ihore ; it ap¬ 
peared to us extremely low, flerile, and fandy: the land forms here a fmall bay of 
tolerable depth, which we termed Berthoud Bay, from the commendable artift to whom 
the navy (of France) owes its bell chronometers. 

1 he north point of this bay is formed by a very large cape, called by us Cape 
Mollien : here the coaft luddenly takes a direction more towards the eaft. 

In front of Cape Mollien a fmall iiland is feen, and with it feveral banks of fand, 
which we diftinguilhed very near us on the 8th ; the Hie and Banks of the Geographe 
is-the defignation we gave them, from the name of the fiiip deftined to publifh the 
difcovery of them to Europe. 

I he 9th and 10th of Auguft we palled by an archipelago of iflands and iflets, 
termed Champagny Archipelago ; all the iflands of which it is compofed are fterile 
and whitifh ; the major part are of whimfical and pifturefque conformation; one of 
them efpecially was remarkable from its perfect refemblartce of a bowl turned down¬ 
wards. We called it Freycinet. ft is eafily diftinguilhed from the others, not only 
by Its lingular form, but likewife by its elevation, fuperior to that of the reft. Not 
tar from this iiland is another, which prefents the appearance of the ruins of an irnmenfe 
edifice ; Lucas was the name bellowed on it, in honour of the captain of the Ihip who, 
in the Redoubtable, did himfelf fo much honour contending with the Victory. Some 
other iflands of this archipelago received the denominations Forbin, Commerfon, 
Agiiefieau, Du Guefelin, &c. 

f he whole of thefe iflands are fmall, the krgeft not exceeding three leagues in 
length, while fifteen or fixteen that we enumerated fcarcety furpalfed half a°league. 
The continent, which faintly fliewed itfelf beyond the iflands, continued fterile, and 
fatiguingly uniform. The feas here are conftantly well flocked with fifli, and in- 
creafed our collections by feveral fpecies of baliltse, chtetodons, lophi, pelagic cruf- 
taceas, and foft zoophytes. 

The 1 nh, in lat. 14“ 47' 50" S-, long. 122 0 n' 34' E, of Paris, we difcovered a 
new groupe of iflands, in front of which we anchored. An oflicer immediately left 
the fhip to reconnoitre the coaft more nearly, and find a place fit for the debarkation ; 
but in vain did he fail along thefe formidable iflands for feveral hours, he found them 
at every point defended by long chains of rocks, again ft which the lea beats impetu- 
oufly, and whicb bad no vacancy or paflage between them. The number of thefe- 
iflands is ten or twelve, and they form part of the great archipelago of the north-weft, 
tR which 
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which we ffiall ffiortly more fully particularize ; they were termed the iflands 
D’Arcole, and the more remarkable among them received the appellations Colbert. 
Buffon, Deflaix, Kerauden, Bernoulli, &c. &c. 

While at anchor off the iflands Arcole, the difference of foundings fhewed that the 
tide here rifes from 20 to 25 feet, which confirms the observation made by M. Ron- 
lard in the HI and Dcpuch, and agrees with the account of Dampier. This 
celebrated navigator was on the point, as is known, of falling a facrifice to thefe ex¬ 
traordinary tides, his veffel grounding in the very fpot where the day before he had 
found five fathoms water. This circ urn fiance adds greatly to the danger of navigating 
thefe feas, and feems to be the chief caufe'of the violent curients experienced here. 

The 12th, we continued along the great archipelago, the fir ft points of which we re¬ 
cognized the day before: it offers, collectively, the mod whimfical and moft wild ap¬ 
pearance. In every quarter iflands arife under a thoufanjl Ihapes, fandy, barren, and 
white ; feveral referable immenfe antique tombs ; fome appear connected by chains of 
reefs ; others are defended by large fand-banks ; all, likewife, that can be diftinguilhed 
of the continent, has the fame hideous afpeft of fterility, the fame monotonous colour 
and conftitution. 

In mid ft of thefe numerous illands nothing fmiliiig appears; the foil is naked ; the 
burning Iky Ihews itfelf always clear and void of clouds $ the waves are never agirated 
fave by the noctural gales of which I have fpoken: the human race feems to avoid thefe 
ungracious Ihores ; at leaft, we faw no traces of the habitation of man, or even of his 
having occafionally frequented them. The feaman, appalled as it were at the frightful 
folitude, affailed by dangers ever renewed, is aftonilhed, and turns away his aching fight 
from fuch unhappy Ihores ; and when he reflects that thefe inhofpitable iflands border, 
I may fay, onthofe of the great archipelago of Alia, iflands in which nature has lavilhly 
poured out her treafures and her bleflings, he finds it difficult to conceive how fuch 
perfect fterility can have an exiftence by the fide of the moft overflowing fruitfulnelfi. 
In vain does he feek for the real elements of this oppofition in the ordinary laws of 
nature; neither can he fathom them, nor form the leaft conje&ure, But rhis is not 
the only phenomenon, Angular in its kind, which the phyfical conftitution of New Hol¬ 
land prefents ; we ffiall find equal fubje& for aftoniffiment and meditation in each of the 
different parts of the luftory of this great continent. 

The 13th Auguft, we continued through the archipelago, fucceffively paffing from 
fifteen to twenty iflands, of greater orlefs dimenfions, but abfolutely the fame as thofe 
of the previous day, and to which we gave the defignations, Forbin, William Tell, 
Suffren, Berthier, Tournefort, Corvifart, Juffieu, &c., as in the chart. 

The 14th, we continued pretty clofe along the land, which apparently forms part of 
this archipelago; it was bordered every where by reefs and breakers, againft which the 
fca daffies with violence, rifmg in long foaming {heaves. 

Objcflae Salfa fpumant afpergine enutes. Vug. jEssid. 

Never before had a fight fo aftoniffimg come under our notice. “ Thefe breakers,” 
fays M. Boullanger in his journal, “form in appearance feveral lines parallel to the 
c-oaft, and but little diftant one behind the other ; above them the waves rife, fuc¬ 
ceffively dafhing with fury, and for a fpace of nearly fifteen leagues prefent one horrible 
cafcade 1 ” We fleered at this time between banks, where oftentimes the plummet 
gave but fix fathoms water, then even, when we were feveral leagues from and perfe&ly 
out of fight of land. At noon we had a dead calm, and the currents bearing us to¬ 
wards the reefs, we let fall an anchor, and kept where we were until 11 at night, it 

was 
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was not until after we had anchored that we were fenfible of the previous imminent 
peril of our fituation ; we then difcovered that the currents, in the direction of the hor* 
nble ledge I have deferred, ran two knots an hour. This part of New Holland is truly 
frightful : all the iflands of it that we faw were fliockingly fterile; of thefe the molt 
confidence received their names from Mollein, Dupleix, Mange, La Place, CaffinL 
&c. &c. 

I hrough the w hole of the 15 th we continued our navigation between fallows and 
fand banks, obliged to tack repeatedly, and only efcaping one danger to encounter 
another. 

Still, dangerous as this navigation, it did not derange M. Lefueurand niyfelf from our 
ordinary occupations ; and this day was commemorated by an important difeovery, that 
of a new genus of filh, (Baliftapodus Wittenfis N.) allied to that of the baliftse, but dif¬ 
fering in the total abfence of a ventral fin : this lafl chara&eriftic forms the fir ft type 
or a new order in the ichtyological fyftem of my tn after, the illuftrious Lacepede. This 
celebrated naturali(t, in fad:, has not confined himfelf, in his general claffification of fifh, 
to prelenting all the fpecies hitherto known $ but, riling to more general andphilofo- 
phical confiderations, he has compared all the chief relations of the organization of thefe 
animals, and determined all the poflible combinations of the principal exterior organs. 
Analyzing, then, all the combinations hitherto known, he deduced the exiftence, or at 
ieaft prefumed on the poflibiiky. of the exiftence, of thofe which till then remained 
without a type or diftindion in nature 5 and from that inftant, foreft ailing rime and 
experience, he ventured to fix in tables the pofition which each of thefe unknown 
groupes mould occupy on.fome future day. His grand work on Fifties was not yet 
nnimed, and already were his bold conceptions realized, 

On the 16th there fprung up a very ftrong gale from the eaft-fouth-eaft, which obliged 
us to anchor at day-break, and which continued until the iSth : but already had we 
teiminated our exploration of the north-weft archipelago. It was denominated the 
Archipelago Buonaparte, in honour of the Jfirft magiftrate of our country, the auguffc 
patron of our expedition. 

At this epoch alfo the great privations to which we were fubject preffed heavily on 
us ; the deteftable food we had been reduced to, fince our departure from the Ifle of 
France, had fhaken the conllitution of the 1110ft robuft the feurvy already exercifed 
its ravages, and preyed on feveral of our mariners : fad prefage of the misfortunes this 
malady was doomed one day to occafion ! Our flock of water was near exhauftion, and 
we had acquired the pofitive certainty of being unable to recruit it on thefe fhores. The 
epoch of the change of the monfoon was at hand, and the hurricanes which accompany 
it were not to be awaited on fhores like thefe ; finally, we were in want of a new long 
boat, and folicitous of eftefting a re-union with the Naturalifle. Thefe united confider- 
ations determined the commander to finifli his further examination of De Wilt's Land, 
with the large archipelago Buonaparte, in latitude 13* 15'fouth, longitude 123 9 30' eaft 
of rhe meridian of Paris* 

CHAP. VIIL — Refidence at Timor. 

{“From the iSth of Auguft to the 13th of November 1801.] 

SCARCELY yet had two days elapfed fince our departure from the arid fhores of 
New Holland, and already the lofty mountains of Timor were diftinguifhed. Three tiers 
of frowning mountains, rifing in a line with the length of the ifland, formed a triple am¬ 
phitheatre, the laft ftages of which, projected into the country, appeared the mo ft 

vol. xi. 5 k elevated. 
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elevated. Thefe mountains, notwithftanding their huge dimenfions, prefented a gentle 
Hope; their proceffion was regular and uniform, and their broad fumnnts were gra¬ 
duated infenfibly by gentle undulations, which terminated wtth the fhores of the ocean. 
All the backs of thefe mountains were covered with vigorous vegetation ; the valleys 
all were covered with the verdure of deep forefts, above the other trees of which in every 
part were feen the elegant fummits of the cocoa-palm, of arecas, and Iatamers, the 

benignant livery of equatorial dimes. , . . r , 

Soon had we pallid the coafts of Amarafli, and found ourfelves at the opening of the 
ftrait formed by Timor and the ifland Rotti, (Pooloo Rotti) an ifland ftiil more cele¬ 
brated for the beauty of its women than for its mines of copper. On the stilt of Au- 
eull in the morning, wepaffed this ftrait ; afterwards doubling the northern point of 
the finall ifland Laudoo, (Pooloo Landoe) which, in common charts, as well as feveral 
others, is confounded with Rotti; we difcovered the entrance of a fecond ftrait formed 
by the’ifle Simao, (Pooloo Semawoo) as it bends towards the weftern promontory of 
Timor. At two, we call anchor in the middle of this ftrait, and oppofite to a pretty bay 
belonging to the ifle of Simao. A fite more delightful and pifturefque than that we 
now enjoyed would perhaps be difficult to find : furrounded on all fides by land, we 
feemed in midft of a charming lake ; fiffi of the moft varied fpecies and livelieft co¬ 
lours, peaceful inhabitants of its waves, were vaftly multiplied in its bofom ; and on 
whatever fide the eye was direfted, it was greeted by the perfective of the moft pro- 
fufe fertility. How great the contrail between thefe and the neighbouring fliores, fo 
monotonous and fterile, of New Holland ! 

Asfoon as we had caft anchor, M.'H. Freycinftfet off with the larger boat for Coopang, 
(Kupang) the chief eftablifliment of the Dutch at Timor. He was deputed to prefent 
our paffport to the governor, and obtain a pilot to conduit us to the anchorage of the 
bay of Babao, on the fouthern fide of which the town of Coopang is placed. This 
gentleman did not return till the fucceeding day : he informed us, that his requeft had 
experienced at firft fome oppofition from the king of thefe countries, who, knowing 
nothing of our nation, confounded us with our enemies the Engliffi. This officer like- 
wife informed us, that the ifland abounded greatly in provifions and refreihments of every 
kind, which could be obtained at a very moderate price. 

The pilot who came with him was a Frenchman, a native of Bourdcaux, and can- 
nonier in the fervice of the Dutch company, who had, for the laft twelve or fifteen 
years, refided in thofe diftant regions. He related to us, that the Englilh having ren¬ 
dered themfelves matters of the ifland fome years before, by their violence and rapine, 
had induced the inhabitants to take up arms againft them ; that Fort Concord, into 
which they withdrew, being carried by aflault, 70 or 8o Englishmen were butchered, 
and devoured by the ferocious Malays ; that ever fince the moft implacable hatred 
fubfifted throughout the whole Malay nation towards the Englilh, and whatever re¬ 
minded them of thefe conquerors. 

While our former countryman was giving us thefe details, we were employed in 
railing the anchor ; and foon as this was a-peak, we made fail to leave the ftrait of 
Simao for the road of Coopang. “ Nothing can be conceived,” fays M. Boullanger 
in his journal, and with great truth, " more pleafing than the fhort navigation between 
Timor and Simao : the channel is but two leagues wide ; fo that at an equal diftance 
from the two iflands both ffiores are diftinGly feen. Every cape we doubled produced 
a novel profpeft, conftantly different from the preceding, but as conftantly delightful 
and romantic.*' Atfeven we anchored in the road of Coopang, oppofite Fort Concord. 

The next dav, 23d of Auguft, we went in a body to pay our firft vifit to M. Lof- 
J S ftett. 
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’tett, the governor-general of the Aland Timor, and the archipelago dependent upon 
it; he received us with the greateft kindnefs, and proffered us every afiiflauce we might 
require. On the fame day, two large houfes were fet apart for us ; in one of thefe 
our commander took up his abode with the aflronomer, the geographer, MeflVs. Petit 
and Lefueur; while the other was made the Yelidence of all the naturalifts. 

Behold us now at one of the molt remarkable arras of our voyage. No country per¬ 
haps is more interefting, and, at the fame time, fewfo little known as the great iflaud 
Timor. Situate in midftof the equatorial regions, covered with the mo ft ufeful vege¬ 
tables, and the mod precious animals, intermediate between New Holland and the other 
iflands of the great archipelago of Afia, it prefents, in its atmpfpherical and geological 
conftitution, in its different productions, and in its phyfical and political revolutions, 
important fubje&s of enquiry and meditation. There are found united three diflinQ: 
races of men, who, placed on the fame fliores at a period loft: in the night of time, offer 
themfelves to the obferver, even at the prefen t day, with all the primitive character of 
the ancient people to which they feverally owe their origin. 

To the firft of thefe races belong the Aborigines, driven now into the interior of the 
country ; ftill ftrangers to alrnoft all focial inftitutions, ftill armed with the bow, the 
arrow, and club of Camouny; fworn enemies of the Malays, fvvift of foot, inhabitants 
of the hollows of rocks, or the deep fliades of the foreft, living wholly on fruits and 
the fpoil of the chace j ever in arms, ever at war, either among themfelves or with the 
Malays, ferocious in all their appetites, in all their habitudes, anthropophagi, as it is 
laid, and combining all the charafter of the true negro race, having fhort, woolly, and 
crifp hair, black complexion, &c. 

The fecond clafs of inhabitants is formed of the Malays, with long hair, and of a red 
copper colour : defeended from thofe ferocious inhabitants of Malacca, conquerors, 
at an early date, of the great Afiatic archipelago, the men of this race ftill preferve an 
independent character, and with it the audacity and loftinefs of their anceftors. 

Succeed to thefe valorous people, as the third race, the Chinefe, fettled during many 
centuries in the major part of the iflands of the great archipelago ; crafty dealers, inde¬ 
fatigable in trade, cowardly and weak, they have never been able to obtain, and' never 
have merited dominion. 

Separate, however, from the three people of which I have traced a Iketch, and 
which, generally fpeaking, form the population of the country, there are found at 
Timor fome meftee Portuguefe, wretched remains of the conquerors of Afia, lamentable 
monuments of the vicillitudes of nations, and the revolutions of empires*. 

Laftly, 

* The French univerfally delight m vilifying, and moll unjuftly, the Portuguefe nation. That nation 
is blameable, no doubt, in having fuffered the others of Europe to get the Hart of it in fcienceand the 
artsj her government, no doubt, has been culpable For having neglected the improvement of the 1mman 
mind | but, in other points, let us p(k, where is the great deficiency between her flourifhmg commerce of 
the 15th and i6tU century, and that fheat pre Cent enjoys i where the falling-off of grandeur between now 
and then ? wbete the vicfflitude of nations and revolutions of empire, fo forcibly dwelt on by M* Pcron, ia 
the inftanceof Portugal ? Portugal, while other nations arc aliens, not even excepting thcEnglifh, is the 
ally of China, and enjoys exclusive immunities and privileges, a friend flu p and a confidence which ihe has 
preserved uninterruptedly for nearly two centuries : of her Afiatic pofieffions, fhe has for ages preferved all 
thofe which were requifite for that participation in the trade of the Eafi, which her rank in Europe war¬ 
rants : fhe has conftantly maintained her fettlements on the eaftern fliores of Africa ; while In America the 
extent and population, the commerce and profperity of her dominion:!, rapidly cacreafing, are iccondary 
only to thofe of the United States, and Spain, (utilefs Indeed the Well Indies be taken into the compu- 
" union). Jf Portugal, at one time, (applied the whole of Europe with Afiatic commodities, it was when 
they were rarities; and, although fhe but fupplles hcrfelf, and fome few others now, yet, from the 

greatly 
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Laftly, the conquerors of the Portuguefe inhabit thefe fliores themfelves, with dif¬ 
ficulty upholding the ancient glory of the Batavian name, and preferving no longer, 
but by dint of policy, and by the forbearance of the people, the dominion earned by fo 
many feats of bravery and heroifm. 

In midft of all thefe interefting objefts, I neglected nothing to render of utility our 
refidence at Timor. I col letted the different materials for the general topography of 
this great i(land j I moreover paid particular attention to the hiftory of the Aborigines 
of the Afiaric archipelago, the veftiges and monuments of whom are found in the in¬ 
terior of the majority of the large illands of this archipelago, in Sumatra, Borneo, Ma- 
caflar, Timor, Ceylon, Mayindanao, the Philippines, &c. But this portion of my 
labours being intended for a diftinfl: publication, I fhall confine myfelf in this chapter 
to prefenting fuch details only as more immediately pertain to our hiftory. 

As we have noticed, the French nation was unknown to the people of Timor ; and no 
individual remembered ever having feen before a French flag at Coopang : our com¬ 
munication with the natives, confequently, began under the mod unfavourable aufpices \ 
and miftruft uniting again ft us, with the proud refer ve natural to the Malays, we re¬ 
mained for fome days in a manner infulated among them ; but they were fhortly enabled 
to judge from the deference and refpeft {hewn us by the Dutch governor and his 
officers, that we belonged to a powerful and refpeaable nation ; this refle&ion became 
the firft pledge of the friendfliip we cemented with them. The frank and generous 
character which we never ceafed difplaying in all our intercourfe with them, completed 
the hold which refpe£t had begun on their affections; and we venture to affirm, that 
the French name will long be cheriflied by thefe brave men, to whom we firft made it 
known* 

The 25th of Auguft, in the morning, I went down to the ffiore; it was low water, 
and numerousgroupes of Malays were employed in colleaing the different animals left 
by the tide. Never had I feen before inftances of fuch great fecundity : fifli, molliffcsc, 
teftaceous and cruftaceous animals, all feemed equally multiplied on thefe fliores ; 
but nothing could furpafs the beauty and Angularity of the lpeftade prel'ented by the 
foiid zoophytes, vulgarly termed madrepores. The whole fhore was formed of them ; 
all the rocks on which we walked then without wetting the feet, were alive, animated, 
and fhewed themfelves under forms fo whimfical and Angular, of fuch various, rich’ 
and bright colours, that the eye was even dazzled. Here, the tubipora mufica, ’proud 
of the iplendour of its manfion, fpread out its green and fringed feelers ; on feeino the 
large fenu-globular maffes it forms above the waves, one would imagine them fo many 
green-i wards on a bed of coral : in other parts, enormous madreporic rocks, from fix- 


grmly encreafed crnifumption, the tonnage annually employed for this purpofe is perhaps equal to what 
was then employed, and if her trade with the Brazils he included, is more than doubled. Then, asm 
l,er donumons are the lame, but increafed in population, her profperity as great, and her 
children as brave, yes, even as when Henr.quez annihilated the Moors. If this be difpntedf let the reader 
refit a that, afiillcd by England, they have with flood the whole might of the continent of Europe, 
prolliate at the feet of the fovereign of France; have for two years wiihilood, and thinned the ranks of 
thofe armies, headed by thofe generals, which in a few months fubdued Italy. Pruflia, Auftria, and lluf- 
ha . and that thofe armies, after the two years, poffefs no more than a few towns, beyond the ground 
they bsd os n, the country. Was it more glorious for the Portuguefe to have overcom/the Moofs t „ 
.t is .0 defy the Lord of Continental Europe, backed by all his means and might ? Has Portugal at any 
period a {Turned a more grand or admirable pofture ? Then, if commerce and prosperity be taken as a bafe of 
grandeur, Portugal is more commercial, her adventures more diffufed, now than at any period, atd her 

poh.ive prosperity eqoal, ,f not fuper.or Nor has fl„ fulfered viciiEu.de, nor her affair/a revXtio". uni 
teh m the bvam ignorance, or irreflecbon* Tit, revolution, un¬ 
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teen to twenty feet high, rofe from the bottom, hard as marble* and of various hues ; 
thefe gigantic mafles it is of which all the ftnall iflands of this bay confifts. Thefeit is 
which play the chief part in the progreflive diminution of depth in the bay of Babao, 
a remarkable phenomenon of which we jfliall fpeak in another place. In the midft of 
the mountains of the interior of Timor* in the deep bofom of the vallies, in the ravines 
of torrents, every where are found the wrecks of thefe aftonifhing animals, while the 
mind is inadequate to the conception by what means nature has been enabled to raife 
thefe plateaux of madrepores, of fuch huge dimensions, to fo great a height above the 
prefent level of the fea, This, however, is not the only phenomenon deducible from 
the ftudy of thefe zoophytes : in a Memoire fur queiques Observations Zoologiques 
applicable a la Theorie de la Terre *, prefented by me to the Inflitute, 1 have remarked 
feveral more; and in the hiftory of Timor we fhall again fee others foil more intereft- 
ing, efpecially in the zoological part of our labours. 

The 26th, MeilrSi Depueh, Bernier, Lefueur, and myfelf, formed a party on a flight 
excurflon into the neighbourhood of Coopang* We foon found ourfelves oppofite to 
a 1110 ft charming abode; it was placed in mid ft of a beautiful plantation of cocoa-trees ; 
a rivulet of frefh water fan with pleafmg murmur beneath them, and the houfe, fur- 
rounded by a Ample but elegant periftyle, refembled a fmall antique temple, at the 
extremity of a long avenue of bananiers, orange, pomegranate, and other trees, 
grateful eh her from their beauty or their fragrance. 

. Delighted with the appearance of this manfion, we were about to enter the grounds 
by a gate of open-work which was then open, when a Malay, armed with a long 
fpear, placed himfelf in the entrance, and oppofed our pafiage ^ his attitude was 
threatening, and haughtinefa and difdain were depicted in his countenance. Whilft we 
were endeavouring to make him acquainted with our defire of feeing the beautiful 
plantation before us, a fecond Have prefented himfelf, with a fpear, like that of the 
former, and, in a manner ft ill more infolent than that of his fellow, forbade admiffion. 
We went away with a fentiment of difguft for the mailer of the place, which it would 
be difficult to paint* 

In the mean time, in proportion as we penetrated deeper into the interior, our col¬ 
lection rapidly encreafed, fo much fo indeed, that we were under neceflity foon to feek 
a place of reft. A Malay houfe offered its fhelter, in which we were received with 
the fraqak cordiality charaderiftic of the inhabitants of Timor. Doudou, doudou, bae 
orm di France, (be feated, be feated, good men of France,) was the firft flotation of 
turn who appeared to be the matter of the houfe. We begged fume frefh cocoa-nuts ; 
a youth immediately (kipped away, and with inconceivable agility climbed a neighbour¬ 
ing cocoa-tree, cut four cocoas, and holding two by his mouth, and two with one of 
his hands, defeended as quickly From the tree. While we were admiring the Angular 
manner in which the ioftieft trees were thus afeended, a manner I fhall elfewhere 
explain, the Malays theinfelves examined us with much apparent intereft; our phyfi- 
ognomy pleafed them, and our youth in particular: Bae orun mouda, (goodyoung 
men,) was reiterated from mouth to mouth in a half whifper. 

One of their fpears excited my attention ; I approached to examine it, and defiring 
to know the manner in which they ufe it, I begged one of the men near me. to give 
me a fpecimen. The manoeuvres he had the complaifance to repeat before me, feemed 
to remind him of the events which had lately taken place in the ifland. Orun ingrefs, 
faid he, Orun boonoo, (Englifh-men, murderous men): his phyfiognomy was now 

* Memoirs 00 fame Zoological Gbfervations applicable to the Theory of the Earth. 
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animated, Oran jafiat, repeated he, (wicked men,) and he brandifhed his fpear with 
violence: become now almoft furious, he took a cocoa-nut, fixed it on the point or 
his fpear, and fignified to us by geftures in no reipett equivocal, that after cutting on 
the heads of the Englifh, they had paraded them on their lances ; that they had had a 
warlike dance around them* and that after cutting their bodies in pieces they had eaten 
them.—We fhall return to this horrible practice of eating human flefh, a praaice much 
more common formerly in all the iflands of the Archipelago of Alia, but which the 
Europeans have gradually fucceeded in abolifhing altnofl every where, and wnich heie 
efpecially remains wholly without excufe, feeing that no people was ex^er more libe¬ 
rally endowed by nature than thofe which now engage our attention* I mall only aad, 
that the third: of vengeance was never more exemplified in any nation than in the 
inhabitants of Timor againft the Englifh. In this refpeCt they rally juftify what the 
moft exaCt hiflorians relate of the character of their progenitors. 

To this foon fucceeded a widely different feene: the young women, at our approach, 
had all of them taken refuge in a kind of feraglio they generally inhabit, and which I 
ihall in another place delcribe. Still more curious than timid, they never ceaied 
looking at us through the interftices of the bamboos of which the fides of the hut were 
formed; and, as we naturally turned our eyes moft often towards this part, our good 
Malay, who feemed every inftant better fatisfied with his new friends, gave us an addi¬ 
tional proof of his confidence by making figns to his wives to approach. They were 
five in number, the eldeft not more than five-and-twenty years of age, and all ol them 
confpicuous for that regular and elegant fhape, thofe delicate contours, and that foft 
and affectionate phyfiognomy, the conftant appendages of the youthful female of this 
country. 

The fight of the young ftrangers feemed to make a lively impreffion ; but they 
quickly laid afide their natural timidity to receive the different prefents with which we 
loaded them. Shortly after we left all thefe good people, to refume the road to 
Coopang. On our departure the moft affeCtionate teftimony of gratitude was lavi/hed 
on us, even by the females, who had ceafed to be fearful of directing towards us their 
large black eyes, and who infifted, a piece of gallantry rather remarkable, on making 
us each a trifling prefent. 

The 28th of Auguft, we received a vilit from the king of the ifland of Saboo, (Sawoo) 
by name Amadima : he was of the middle fize, with a pleafing and lively countenance, 
and about five-and-forty years of age. We received the monarch in an apartment 
belonging to my colleague, Depuch, and myfelf, but had reafon to repent our con¬ 
duct $ for, what with the princes, and the great officers who accompanied the monarch, 
almoft all that was moveable was taken away. An inclination to thieving is ftrongly 
predominant in the Malays, and their adroitnefs in this art was fuch, that they made 
as many contributors as there were perfons on fliore. They poffefs this vice in common 
with all favage or (lightly civilized people ; which clearly proves, as a palling remark, 
that legiflators have with reafon made the facrednefs of property the bafis of their 
focial infli rations. 

Of all the articles we exhibited to the good Amadima, that which the moft afto- 
niflied him, was phofphorus: its fpontaneous inflammation, the rapidity of its combuf- 
tion, the colour of its flame, all feemed to the fimple monarch fo prodigious, that he 
fpared no pains to induce me to part with the bottle in which I preferved fome ounces 
of this fubftance. After having in vain proffered me in exchange a number of fowls, 
hogs, and fheep, he feemed defirous of a laft temptation. With a confident look, he 
called to one of his great officers, caufed a very pretty betel-bag to be brought to 
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him, at the bottom of which was a final! bundle of linen ; this he took, unrolled, and 
with an air or affurance, as ridiculous as difficult to defcribe, prefented—a Spanifh 
dollar.—He feemed to fay, “For this you can deny me nothing. 3 ’ I ftill continued 
to refnfe his requeft, much to his aftonifhment ; and the poor king, unable to procure 
the bottle, was reduced to beg only a lmal! piece of the phofphorus it contained. In 
vain did I reprefent the danger which luch an article bore with it. Amadima repeated 
his felicitations in fuch an inffant manner, that, to preferve his friendlhip, I at length 
complied, well allured beforehand that the prefent, formidable as that of Medea, 
would foon cure him of his partiality for phofphorus. I took, therefore, a piece about 
two inches in length ; and, after itrongly charging him not to rub it, .folded it in fome 
damped linen, and prefented it to the Malay prince, who placed it in his handfome 
betel-bag \ when, after ialuting me on the nofe, according to the cuftom of the coun¬ 
try, he difappeared, with all his numerous followers. Shortly after, he returned in the 
deepeft confternation ; the phofphorus, as I predated, had caught fire, the betel-bag 
was confuted, and feveral of the moll officious courtezans had had their hands burnt. 
Mi ith difficulty M. lJcpuch and myfelf fucceeded in calming the affliction of Amadima, 
by presenting him with a liandkerchief as an indemnification for the bag deftroyed by 
the phofphorus ; while this article, irorn that inffant, obtained the name of api taivufs, 
(fire that occafions fright). 

This laft kindnefs completely endeared me to the King of Saboo. “ Orun Per on,” 
faid he to me, at parting, “ thou art the good friend of Amadima ; to-morrow he will 
fend you a hog.” Fie was good as his word, and came to prefent it himfelf. We 
kept him to dine with us : Ffench cookery feemed to pleafe him, for he honoured it 
with hearty appetite ; but as we had been wholly deftitute of wine front the period of 
our leaving the Hie of France, we had only fome bad rum to offer him, which, how¬ 
ever, he deemed excellent; at leaft, he drank of it with fo much avidity, that we had 
great difficulty in preventing him from becoming intoxicated. In other refpeCfs he 
conduced himfelf with that air of dignity which, a reiult of the habit of commanding, 
particularly characterizes depofitaries of power. 

i he apih of Auguff, while I was engaged on a new excurfion into the country with 
the benevolent Riedle, Meffrs. Depuch and Lefueur, our commander, accompanied 
by fome of our companions, went to pay a vifit to the widow of the late governor of 
limor, Mad' c Van Ellen. This lady, a native of Amboyna, of Malay defeent, and 
about forty-five or fifty years of age, is very plump, and has much of dignity ex* 
prefled in her countenance. Iieirefs of her huiband, fhe enjoyed, at Timor, a fortune, 
for thpfe regions immenfe; in fact, ffie is reputed to have not Iefs than from twelve to 
fifteen hundred Haves, and the riche ft plantations of the country belong to her. Many 
efthefe, unfortunately, are the fad fruit of the vexatious and arbitrary feizuresof her 
huiband. As for her, of a mild and eafy character, a pleafing and even lively con- 
verfation, fhe is generally beloved by the natives ; and the Dutch governor, M. 
I.offstett, though envious of a fortune which allows this lady to make a more fplendid 
appearance than is in his power, (hewed her great refpedt: him it was who, on occa- 
fio.i of the vifit of which I fpeak, introduced our companions to the lady. 

“ The country-houfc to which we went,” fays M. BouIIanger, “ is fituated on the 
margin of the fea: on our way thither we traverfed a delightful country; it was 
watered by rivulets in every direction; and confifted, as it were, of one continued 
wood of bananiers, mangles, cocoas, and lataniers, with a thoufand other trees un¬ 
known in Europe. As we advanced towards the dwelling, thefe trees were Iefs clofe 

together. 
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together, and prefented a broad avenue, the middle of which was paved and funded 
with great nicety ; beyond, in a verdant pavilion, was a large fquare bafm, the cool 
and limpid waters of which were animated by the fports of a vaft number of beautiful 
carp. Farther on, we arrived at an iron gate, and a trellis fence, 1 upported with pillars 
of ftone. This was the entrance to the dwelling. Oppofite to this gate was a large 
periftyle, with two openings, fupported by columns, the upper part of which formed a 
handfome Chinefe pavilion. Beyond the periftyle was a court, and at the bottom of 
it the houfe itfelf, defended from the heat with two rows of exterior galleries, fimilarly 
fupported by columns. The pavement of thefe galleries was painted, and rubbed like 
our apartments in Furope; they were furnifhed with very handfome cane chairs, and 
vafes of bronze placed near every one, in thefe regions, where betel is conftamly 
inafticated. 

« The miftrefs of the houfe, a Malay, native of Amboyna, awaited us, ftanding 
beneath her gallery: fhe was dreft in a very rich and handfome robe (pagne). On 
her left were about thirty young girls, elegantly dreft in cotton robes, with white 
corfets, their long black hair braided and turned round the head. On her right were 
fome male Haves, in waiftcoats and white pantaloons ; in the lower gallery other male 
flaves in long red fcarfs. The regularity, the uniform and fmgular coftume, the young 
girls dreifed with greafeft nicety, who, like fo many nymphs, feetned to groupe them- 
felves around their goddefs, the fite of this feene, the cool of the neighbouring foreft, 
the gentle murmur of the rivulet, the view of the ocean on which the manlion was 
feared, altogether poffeffed fo much grandeur, fomewhat fo noble, fo elegant, and 
pifhirefque, as enchanted us all. 

“ After the ufual compliments and courtefies, the feene became Hill more interefting; 
the young girls withdrew, and in an inftant re-appeared, loaded with the different parts 
of a collation equally coftly and elegant. Here one gracefully prefented a fuperb 
China cabinet; this one handed fweetmeats j a third poured out tea ; others, in 
Ihort, and with great rapidity, fucceeded, offering, in their turn, to each of the guefts 
paftry, fweetmeats, and confeQionary ol a thoufand different kinds. Their arrival with 
this collation, their graceful and meafured deportment, the ipecies of evolutions they 
performed, which fliewed them in fucceffion in every point of view, and their deep 
filence, all contributed to remind the French of the charming feene of the toilette of 
Venus in the ballet of Paris. 

“ The vitit being prolonged till nine o’clock in the evening, we were already under 
anxiety relpefiing our return, which we feared we Ihould have to effeft in the mid ft 
of darknefs, when, all at once, the red-mantled flaves appeared, each of them with a 
long bundle in the hand'of the leaves of the latanier, which, like fo many blazing 
flambeaux, fpread confiderable light to a diftance. Then it was that I fancied myfelf 
with Orpheus, on his defeent to the infernal regions; for our Timorians with their 
torches, their drefs, and natural colour, might eafily have been miftaken for the devils 
of the opera; their mournful and piercing cries repeated at unequal intervals, com¬ 
pleted the fimilitude. Under this romantic and whimfical efcort did the governor and 
us arrive at Coopang.” 

The 3 d of September, M. Ronfard, entrufted by the commander with the conftru&ion 
of a new long-boat, to replace that loft in the bay of the Geographer, fucceeded in 
laying it on the ftocks ; but the indolence of the Malays, and the fmall number of 
builders, who moreover fucceffively fell ill, rendered the profecufion of the work 
exceedingly tedious and difficult, notwithftanding the zeal of the officers employed in 
its direftion. 
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Among the individuals whom! hadoccafion to become moft particularly acquainted 
with at Timorj was a refpe&able old man, whofe noble and open countenance every day 
attached me more and more to him. He had noticed my predilection for the produc¬ 
tions of the fea, and frequently came to tender me the tribute of his fi Thing and 
refearehes. Hie liberal manner in which I rewarded his kind ofitciauTnefs, entirely won 
the affections of this good old man ; I was his Sobatati (the friend of his heart). Often ■ 
had he invited me in the molt prefling manner to vifit his abode, but hitherto my 
occupations had prevented me, 

On the 4th of September, with Meffrs. Depnch and Bernier, I fet off for the vajley of 
Oba, a delightful fpot in the neighbourhood of Coopang, in which was the houfe of 
the old Malay : one of his young children fefved us as a guide. We flionly readied 
that beautiful manfion whence we had been fo ruddy driven on our firft arrival at 
Timor. I had afterwards been informed that it belonged to Mad rae Van Eden, and that 
it was the fame which M, BouUanger defcribed with fo much warmth and truth. 
All that furprized me was that our young guide fhould conduct us thither, when, of a 
fudden, he turned out of the road by a bye-path, which led us to a ftnall cabin, fimilar 
to thofe belonging to the poured clafs of Malays in this country. The fimplicity of 
this fort of hut Teemed to add a new charm to the delightful landfcape around ; tufted 
trees, loaded with flowers and fruit, protected it with their fliade ; a multitude of 
birds, decked in the richeft livery, wantoned mid the branches of the trees; and near 
this afylum of innocence glided a gentle dreamier. 

The old man we came to vifit, was feated at the entrance of his cabin, occupied in 
playing on the fafoonoo ; a boy, younger than the one who was our guide, accompanied 
him on the flute peculiar to this region; his wife, a few fteps from him, was fpinning 
watt, a fubftance ufed by this people in weaving ; and his young daughter, who did 
not appear more than twelve years of age, was making rice-cakes to carry next day 
to the bazar, or public market*• 

At fight of us the whole family rofe, and the joy was general- Be feated, be feated, 
good Frenchmen, was the firft exclamation from every mouth. The weather was very 
warm, and the walk had greatly heated us: for our refrefhment they brought a long 
cylinder of bamboo filled with buffalo's milk ftill warm. My companions and I took 
hearty draughts of it, and afterwards we made prefents to each of our hofts: the 
mother received a red handkerchief; the young girl ribbands, a mirror, needles, and 
pins; to each of the boys we gave a file and a knife; to the father a hatchet and a 
little faw, A demeanor fo generous won the hearts of all, and the molt lively joy 
fparkled on the countenance of every one. 

We took too near an intereft in this worthy family not to be felicitous of more inti¬ 
mate knowledge of it. In anfwer to our inquiries, we learnt that the refpechble old 
man was named Neas, his fweet companion Sorazana ; his young daughter Elzerina ; 
the elder fan Pone, and the younger Cornells. The lad, of weaker conftirution, was 
of very regular features, his countenance full of candour and expreffion ; he was 
remarkably lively, and had ail the defefts and good qualities incident to this character* 
when united to goodnefs of heart, to a ip rightly imagination, and a quick conception. 
Pone, on the other hand, of a more robuft nature, had a ftronger pronounced and 
more martial look; he was ferious and thoughtful: his goodnefs of heart was not 
inferior to that of Cornells, but it was concealed beneath a lefs foftened exterior. 


* A nearly fimilar tale, as will be feen on 
Louis, in his Sentimental Journey. Ts.. 
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Elzerina {hone with all the charms that favouring nature {lamps on the lovely com¬ 
panions of man in thefe regions; brought up under the eye of her parents, {he was 
mode ft, timid, and feemed (till more nflcfitionate and fenfible even than her brethren. 

While congratulating Neas on the good difpofitions of thefe young children, we 
faw fome tears drop from his eyes; and at the inftant when grief had the maftcry, in 
a tone that pierced us to the heart, he exclaimed, “ Oran di France ada bae,” (men 
of France, you are good). He was filent, but we readily inferred that he meant to 
continue —“ all the Europeans are not good as you are.” At this period we were 
not fuflicieut mailers of the Malay tongue to pufli the converfation much farther; but 
the geftures of Neas, a language which, among nations in a ftate of barbariftn, or but 
little civilized, pofleffes fo much force and expreflion, did not admit of our miftaking 
the caufe of his complaint and his tears; and in the after-part of our ftay, and on our 
fecond vifit to Timor, 1 learned the whole hiftory of this interefting man. 

Neas had been King of Coopang: to him it was that this magnificent plantation 
originally belonged, in the mid ft of which we have reprefented the manfion of Mad rae 
Van Eften to be fituated. This part of the coaft, as may be gathered from my 
defcription of it, and that of M. Boullanger, is one of the moll beautiful and fertile 
fpots of the ifland. The Dutch governors long coveted it; but the anceftors of Neas, 
attached to domains inherited from their fathers, pertinacioufiy refufed to enter into 
treaty for its alienation: Neas appearing equally obftinate. M. Van Eften found 
means to render him fulpe&ed, deprived him of his dignity, and afterwards obliged 
him, by menaces and ill treatment, to alienate his rich and beautiful inheritance, with 
referve to himfelf of the humble cabin alone, his prefent abode, and a finall contiguous 
enclofure. 

Still, though thus deprived of the rank and poffdlions of his anceftors, Neas pre¬ 
fer ves in misfortune an exemplary magnanimity. Every day this old man defcends to 
tjie fea-lhore to feek his fupport and that of his family. Oftentimes his children 
accompany him: here I fometimes faw them, and the fight conftantly overwhelmed 
me with fadnefs and melancholy. Where the virtuous mind feels for the abufe of 
power, and the effects of injuftice, the keennefs of the fenfation becomes far more 
{harp if the viSinis be interefting and refpectable. Fortunately, as in our country, 
crimes on thefe diftant {bores even, fometimes receives its meed of punifhment. 
M. Van Eften died wretchedly, execrated by the Malays, who with juftice accufed him 
of having given up their country to the Englilh as a fafeguard for his fortune ; and 
defpifed by the Englifli themfelves, who charge him, in defiance of his engagements 
with them, with having been concerned in the plot of which they became the victims. 

So much did the relation I have given endear to me the good King Neas, and fiich 
was his attachment to me, that I was conftrained to yield to his prelling folicitations 
of changing names with him: I {hall fliortly have occafion to return to this afferiing 
cuftom of this people. 

Of the children of the old man, Cornells moft pleafed me ; he frequently came to 
fee me at Coopang, and often, as I went to Oba, he conftantly accompanied me a 
confiderable diftance on my return. One day that he put many que (lions to me re- 
ipefting the country of France, (tanua di France) I enquired if he Ihould not like to go 
thithei with me. 1 rompted by his natural nnpetuofity, he conftantly anfwered in the 
affirmative, but fcarcely had he fpoke, ere he began to reflea in filence j afterwards, 
refuming converfation, he made a long fpeech, the whole of which I could not com¬ 
prehend. Vexed at not being able to make himfelf underftood, he ftopped, and 
turning to me, « Man Peron ” faid he, « fee what I am about to do he then made 

feveral 
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feveral heaps of fand, greater the one progrefiively than the other; he afterwards 
tittered the following fpeech, which he accompanied by geftures fo expreffive, 1 could 
but imperfe&Iy feize his meaning: “ At Coopang, Man Peron, thou arc the friend of 
Cornells ; bur when in France, a man will come and fay to thee ; fell me this red man, 
and will offer thee a heap of money large as that,” (pointing to the fmaUefl: mate of 
land;) “ thou wilt then anfvver, the red man is Peron’s friend : thou wilt make the 
fame reply to thofe who come to offer thee money in heaps as large as thofe other 
heaps of landand he defignated them fucceflively, proceeding from the fmaller to 
the larger, and indicating by his geftures that my relu&ance would diminiib in pro¬ 
portion to the augmentation of the volume of money; “ but, at laft, fome one will 
tender thee a quantity equal in bulk to this laft heap, and thou fhalt fay: let the red 
man be a Have : then, Man Peron, I fhall never fee thee more; I fhall be obliged to 
work laborioufly, and poor Cornells, far from his father Neas, far from Ins brother 
Pone, will break his heart with grief/* 

As he pronounced thefe laft words, this engaging child became fo much affeffed 
thai his eyes were filled with tears. I was myfelf too fenfibly touched with the juftice 
of the reafoning and fagacity of Coruelis, not to participate his emotion ; I ftrove to 
convince him, that flavery does not exift in France; but, as he was not ignorant that 
the Dutch, the Pormguefe, the Englifh, and the Spaniards, who are belt known in 
thefe Teas, have Haves, he naturally concluded that the French had alfo ; and as, Ba¬ 
tavia excepted, they were ignorant whither thofe were tranfported that were taken 
from Timor and the neighbouring illands ; as all they know is, that they are tranf¬ 
ported far, very far away, (ja.6, jao) they are generally perfuaded that they are 
employed in the moft laborious and deftruftive works. I have thought fit to relate 
this curious anecdote at large, as it affords a proof of the underftanding of the inha¬ 
bitants of thefe regions, and fhews the bad opinion they entertain of Europeans. 

As we have before noticed, the fcurvy, which began to fhew itfelf among our crew, 
was one of the reafons for our commander touching at Timor ; ten men, afflicted with 
this cruel malady, were landed at Coopang the day after our arrival, and were fta- 
tioned in an old warehoufe of the Dutch company, which was appointed our hofpital. 
Befides thefe ten men, who were badly affefted, there were many others whofe gums 
were more or lefs fpongy, and exuded blood ; of the number of thefe I was myfelf 
one ; but thefe flight fymptoms readily gave way to the ufe ot frefh provifions and the 
land air ; and at the epoch I notice, I found myfelf entirely free from any fcor- 

butic humour. ‘ 

On the 5th September, fignal was made of two Englifh frigates and fome ftnall Imps of 
war being in the ftrait of Simao ; alarm now became general, and already preparations 
were made for calling out the formidable militia of the country, when the difappearance 
of the fquadron reftored its calm to the colony. 

From the oth to the 15th, I made a variety of experiments with the dynamometer 
to afcertain the relative ftrength of the people of thefe parts, the refults of which will 

appear in another place. . 

The 10th September I had occafion to make an interesting remark, which I take 
blame to myfelf for not having f urther profecuted. Among the individuals who came 
to vifit us, 1 noticed two who had their fore-teeth ornamented with fmall plates of 
Silver; of tolerable thicknefs, which adhered fo firmly to she enamel, that notwith- 
ftanding every effort I made with my nails, I was unable to difengage them. 1 he men 
who wore them, ate before me, without Teeming inconvenienced by this w hiftifical 
finery ; they affured me, that they had had them thus ftuck to their teeth for four or 
' 51. 2 five 
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five months, and that they would remain until ufe wore them away. By what means^ 
were thefe men enabled to fix thefe plates in fuch a folid manner on the enamel of 
the teeth ? What is this fubftance which refills thus powerfully the diffolving faculty 
of the falira and food ? Our dentifts are hitherto unacquainted with any capable of 
braving their agency ; they are reduced to ufe metals, and particularly lead* to defend 
the careens parts of the teeth ; and are abfolureiy unacquainted with any means of 
effecting adhefion to the poliflied furface of their enamel :—the maftic of the Malays 
would therefore he a valuable acquifition to Europe : bur, occupied by fuch a multi¬ 
plicity of affairs* I neglected refearch into this matter, and mention it only that after 
travellers may remedy my omiffion. 

The 11 th September, King Amadima, who feldom fuffered many days to elapfe 
without a vifit from him, prefented himfelf earlier than ufual. “ Friend Peron,” laid 
he, C£ come and eat rice at my houfe/ 3 His manner, at this in Rant, had foinewhat 
more affectionate even than ufual ^ and, notwiihftanding, there was mingled with it a 
fort of my fiery, which fixed my attention : he took me by the hand, and I followed. 
On entering his palace, or hut, (for either denomination might be applied to his dwel¬ 
ling,) I perceived an extraordinary number of Haves decked as for a feftivab A whole 
Iheep was at the fire under a neighbouring filed ; feveral of the King’s wives were 
employed in cooking ; the purpofe of fuch extraordinary preparations I could not con¬ 
ceive* In a fhort time the Iheep was ferved up with rice; Amadima differed the 
animal, and prefented me a piece of five or fix pounds weight at leafi ; took himfelf 
a fiill larger piece, and began upon it with tooth and nail, in the moll expeditious 
manner imaginable. I was far from being able to equal him in appetite, but l did 
my bell. 

^ When the firft calls of hunger were appeafed, the good King made a fign to one of 
his Haves to bring him a bottle of rum, and after pouring out a quantity into a cocoa- 
Ihell; Man Peron,” faid he to me, t( thou art the friend of Amadima j King Amadima 
is the friend of the Man Peron, Man Peron, the King Amadima gives thee his name; 
wilt thou give him thine ?” This fmgular propofition reminded me of the affecting 
cult Din of exchanging names which Cook noticed in the majority of the iflands of the 
Pacific, and which occurs even on the raoift and foggy Ihores of New Zealand. I did 
not confequently object to this affectionate teftimonial of the Malay prince, but, without 
hefication, anfwered : the Man Peron gives his name to the King Amadima.** The 

exchange feemed to tranfport him with joy ; we cemented this union by feveral 
draughts of rum from the fame veffel From that inftant I became the Toowan 
Amadima : Amadima called me by no other name j and, in return, I endeavoured to 
call him Peron ; ft ill, as I was unaccuftomed to this practice, I frequently made a 
miftake: Amadima, however, in the moft undifturbed manner imaginable, kindly re¬ 
buked me, and never miffed calling me Toowan Amadima. Al! the Haves prefen t at 
this exchange, were at the fame time inftructed to look upon me as the friend of the 
heart (fobatati) of their mafter, and to call me Toowan Amadima. 

After this epoch I had frequently occafion to change names \ the forms were con- 
ftantly equally Ample, and fometimes even lefs fo than on the occafion I have deferibed. 
Not fo at Madagafcar, where a fimilar ufage prevails. The detail of the ceremony 
practifed there not having hitherto been publifhed, and being connected In fome meafure 
wuh this part of our obfervations, I give it as extraftei from the journal of M. 
Liflet Geoffrey. 

£t Ramafoolak/* fays M. Liflet, « is chief of this part of the valley of Amboola, 
and refides at Anoonoobe; he received us very kindly, owing to the information 

refpedting 
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refpefting us transmitted by Dian-Louve- All his captains made us prefents, as to the 
king’s friend* My determination of taking my departure early the next day did not 
admit of my accepting the pledge (ferment) which this chief propofed between himfelf 
and one of his captains and me. This pledge, or oath, is an alliance made between 
two men: they mutually engage to love and protect each other, and each has his 
goffip lor the ceremony. They caufe the bread of each to be fcarified in feven diffe¬ 
rent places, and receive from the fcarifications feven drops of blood into a vafe con¬ 
taining brandy, or fome ftrong fpirituous liquor : they next, each of them put into the 
vafe a ball and a flint, and dip into the liquor the point of their fword or lance; 
afterwards, they prefent each to the other feven fpoonfuls of this liquor, which is 
fwallowed. They, in conclufton, affectionately (bake each other’s hand. The inhabi¬ 
tants of Madagalcar religioufly obferve whatever they proinife on fuch occafions, even 
at the peril of their life, and look on each other as brothers.” 

The 1 3 th of September was a day which proved nearly fatal to M. Lefueur. While 
purfuing a troop of monkies among the rocks which obftruct the courfe of the river 
Coopang, he was bitten in the heel by fome venomous reptile. Shortly after, a flight 
numbnefs made him but too lenfible of what he had to apprehend front the bite. He 
haftened towards the town : already, however, his leg had become hard and ftiff, and 
he bent his knee with much difficulty. To leffen the a&ivity of the virus, he tied 
his thigh very tight above the knee, but in vain ; the thigh began to fwell vifibly, and 
it was as much as my unfortunate friend could effect to reach the houfe. When there, 
he ftretched himfelf on the ground, overcome with fatigue and agony, already expe¬ 
riencing the firft fymptoms of a violent fever. I was then abfent from home, but our 
phyfician M. L'Haridon was there: he immediately, without hefitation, cauterized 
the wound very deeply, and afterwards applied lint to it, Itrongly impregnated with 
ammoniac; of this alfo he gave a ftrong dofe internally, and recommended the 
patient to keep as quiet as poffible. Soon a profufe perfpiration took place; the 
pains began to abate; and a few days after M. Lefueur felt no other inconvenience 
than a difficulty of bending the knee, which continued fome time, and which he even 
now occalionally feels fomewhat of, on change of weather. This accident ferved, in 
our efteem, to juftify the exceffive horror in which the Malays hold reptiles. 

On the 15th of September, all our men, affected with the fcurvy, had recovered ; but 
afar more dangerous malady commenced its ravages. Eighteen were already fick of 
a bad and fatal dyfentery, among whom my interefting friend Depuch, my colleague 
Maugc, and the good and laborious Riedle. In the mean time, our anxiety refpecting 
the Natural!fte became greater every day; we had hitherto received no intelligence 
refpecting this veflel, and reflected with pain on her fituation, when we left her 
apparently driving to leeward. Every one defpaired of her arrival, when, on the 21ft 
September, fignal was made of her appearing off the bay of Coopang, and making 
for the pafs, Joy now was univerfal, and fhortly we were joined by our companions, 
who, not having found us at dur place of rendezvous, were not themfeives without 
anxiety refpecting us. 

The Naturalifte, during her reparation, had completed feveral interefting works in 
the land of Edel Endraght’s Land, and elfewhere, which will be defcribed in the 
following chapters by M. L. Freycinft, who has taken the trouble himfelf to edite this 
portion of the work. 

_ Captain Humclin, on his arrival at Timor, had only two men fick of the fcurvy, a 
circumftance for which he was indebted to his long refidetice on fhore, his perfonal 
attention to his crew, and efpecially to the lkill of my eftimable friend Doctor Bellefin, 

the 
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the phvfician of his fliip. This gentlemen had made ufe, with great advantage in this 
diforder, of hot Jand-baths, a conception of Mr. Robiet, phyfician on board the Solid e, 
who accompanied M. Marchand in his voyage round the world. 

A few days after their arrival, the officers’and naturalifts of our confort came on 
ffiore, and were fixed in a third houfe, procured for them by the governor. Our col¬ 
league M. Levillain preferred taking up his abode with us ; he then enjoyed perfect 
health, and had little reafon to fufpect hinifelf fo near his end. 

From the 25th of September to the iff of October, our commander, who had long 
laboured under a pernicious intermittent fever, experienced in fuedeffion three iuch 
violent attacks that for feveral hours his lite was defpaired of. Not an inftant was to 
be loft in giving a ftrong dofe of bark; but as that on board our fliips was of very 
inferior quality, I did not hefitate an inftant in Iharing with him the lniall quantity of 
that fubftance I had brought for my private ufe from Europe. 1 he medicine operated in a 
moft wonderful manner, arrefted the progrefs of this formidable fever, and prefumptively 
faved his life. Through the whole illnefs of our chief, M. L’Haridon ferved him in the 
ftead of a comforter, nurfe, and friend. To tell how he was rewarded would fhock 
a generous mind. 

The 7th of October was a day of mourning and affliction for both the veflels ; 
M. Picquet, one of our moft eftimable officers, on this day failed for Batavia. Arrefted' 
by order of his commander, whofe anger he had had the misfortune to incur, he had 
been for more than fix weeks confined in the Dutch fort; and moft cruel orders were 
given that, on his arrival at Batavia, he Ihould be fflut up in the inurtherous dungeons 
of the citadel of that place. On this occafion, the ftaff-major of both veffels never 
ceafed from giving M. Picquet the inoft flattering teftimonials of their efteem and 
friendfliip for him. Every day an officer and a naturalift went to keep him company 
in his prifon, and lhare with him the poor fare they had. On his departure, every 
one was eager to load him with letters and atteftations adapted to rebut the calumnies 
which might be invented to his prejudice. On arriving at Batavia, M. Picquet was 
declared at liberty by the regency there, notwithftanding the letters of the commander. 
Scarcely had he fet foot in France, before he was promoted from a midfliipman to be 
a lieutenant. This is fufficient proof of what his crimes were. 

On the 1 ith, the unfortunate Riedle was ftill in a very bad way ; and notwithftanding 
the moft fedulous attention of M. L’Haridon, who, the better to adminifter fuccour, 
had caufed him to be tranfported into his own room, in the evening of this day all 
hopes of his recovery were loft. For feveral days before, he had kept his bed ; and 
the inflammation now had proceeded from the reftum to the ioteftinal canal, occafion- 
ing him the moft excruciating agony. 

On the 12th, one of our cannoneers died; the firft of a long lift we lliall have to 
difplay fliortly. 

On the 18th, another of the crew expired. 

On the 21 ft, the kind-hearted Riedle gave up the ghoft; on the 22d he was buried 
with all the poffible folemnity our circumftances admitted, in the felf fame fpot where 
Nelfon, the botanift of Captain Bligh, (and who with him had efcaped the perils Af the 
fea when turned adrift by the mutineers of the Bounty, to periffi of fatigue and ex- 
hauftion in reaching Coopang,) had been inhumed. A memorial was raifed in honour 
of thefe two botanifts, over the tomb which inclofed both their remains. 

On the 23d, the alarm before excited from the appearance of aBritiftt fquadron, was 
renewed, and with more foundation than on the former occafion. In fact, in the 
middle of the day, a beautiful Englifh frigate made its appearance, the Virginia, which, 
entering the paflage between Pooloo-Simao, and Pooloo-Kia, feemed to fleer towards 
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our anchorage. The Dutch governor inftantly iffued orders for making the neceffiiry 
difpofition of his force to proted the fort and road ; many coimtry-foldiers from the 
environs of Coopang were caiied in, and defcended with rapidity from the neighbour- 
ing mountains: neverthelefs, no-alarm-gun was fired, the fignai on which the militia 
ot the interior are bound to repair to Coopang. becaufe thefe troops are compofed of 
brutal and langumary men, w'ho are formidable even to the Dutch themfelves. The 
preparations made were fortunately as ufelefs on this occafion as the former! The 
captain ot the F.nglifh frigate, after examining our pafiports, which were carried to 
him by M. de Montbazin, one of our officers, informed him, that being ignorant of our 
miffion, and earning at Delly, that two French ffiips were at anchor in Coopang Roads 
he had concluded they were merchant fhips, and refolved to come and cut them out 
r 1 ®- 0 the battery of the Dutch, which he feemed to regard as of little confequence. 
ihis officer, whofe name I regret not to have heard, condufted himfelf with the greateft 
delicacy towards us. Learning that our commander was indifpofed, he offered M. de 
Montbazin a prelent for him of feveral bottles of wine; but thefe he did not deem it 
right-to accept. Moreover, M. dc Montbazin received information that Ternate. one 
01 the moft important pofleffions of the Dutch, had experienced the fame fate as 
Amboyna and Banda had done before, and that in the road of the former of thefe two 
places* a feraity-four gun fliip had recently taken fire and blown up. After having 
thus converfed feme time with our officer, the Engliffi captain regained the paffia^e of 
the bay, and made off without firing a fingle fhot, although he was near enough to 
the fort and town of Coopang to have been able to difcharge feveral broadfides at 
them. In abflaining thus from hoftilkies, the Englifh captain appeared anxious of 
giving us a proof of the efteem and refpect in which he held the objeft of our voyage*. 
It appears, moreover, that this deftrucUve climate had not fpared his crew; for M. de 
Mombazin fancied he faw the betwixt decks of the frigate loaded with fick. 

The dyfentery ftill continued its cruel ravage on the crews of our two veffels: the 
number ill was confiderable; in each fucceeding day fome died, and the cafe of others be¬ 
came defperate. In a diftinQ memoir which I have fubmitted to the School of Phyfic at 
Paris, I have given my opinion refpeSing the origin of this fcourge; it is fufficient 
here that I ftate medical affiftance to have been ineffectual. Melfrs. L’Haridon, Belle T 
fin, and Taillefer, had the goodnefs to invite me to tfieir confultations: we opened 
feveral bodies, and attempted every means which promifed fuccefs, but all our endea¬ 
vours terminated in the melancholy conclufion that wbofoe-ver was grievoujly afflicted 
with this terrible malady became its vidim. It purfued us, as will be feen, to the very ex¬ 
tremity of the globe, and obliged us every whereto commit frefli corpfes to the waves. 

All our belt friends were attacked ; my laborious colleague Mauge, had long been 
on tbe lifts* This eflimablc man abandoned himfelf to his excels of zeal even from 
our fir 11 landing; too foon was he its vi£lim! 

I have already obferved, that foon after his landing from the Naturalise, M. Levil- 
lain had come to lodge with us j it was not long before the formidable climate of 
Timor caufed him to experience its malignity: ftruck with the fame malady as our 
other companions, he took to his bed, never to rife again. 

* T1 >' s * s a forced compliment on the part of M. Peron; liad the Englifh captain’s inflnuStions warranted 
an attack on Coopang, he might have requdled the French fhips to keep out of the way, but lie would 
have followed his inllru&ions. Had he wantonly and unprovoked!)' fired a few broadfides, as M. Peron 
fays, he might have done, and occafioned the death of any in the Fort or the town, although our enemies, 
it would certainly have flopped his promotion, if it had not been followed by fome more rigorous punifh- 
mtnt. Pit. or 

At 
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At the fame time our head under-gardener, Sauticr, who likewife refided in our 
houfe, was mortally attacked; and to complete our ium of difafters and misfortunes, 
Depiieh, my valuable friend Depuch, received, at my fide, the fatal ihaft, his fummons 
to the tomb ! M. Boullanger alfc, and M. Lefueur were alike on the iick lilt; the one 
afflicted by a violent fever and an inflammable cholic, the other by the general malady, 
the dreadful dyfentery* Even our domeftics were fo ill as to keep their beds* ine 
conftemation was general* 

In midft of fo many difafters, I preferred my health entire ; and I alone, at all who 
lodged in the fame houfe, was exempt from attack from ficknefs, This exemption I 
did not moft afluredly owe to taking reft ; no one, I dare to challenge the feftimony or 
all, had more affiduoufly given himfelf up to labour and fatigue than me; no one ■had 
made more fplendid or more numerous collections of every kind : and ilill lefs did I 
owe it to my conffitution, naturally weak and delicate* In exprefling my ideas refpeA^ 
ing the caufe of the dyfentery in hot climates, I fhall point out the precautions, as 
fimple as efficacious, by which I kept from this fcourge ; and I have, moreover, the 
melancholy certainty that the major part of my companions, by fuojccting themfelves to 
the fame care with refpect to their regimen that i did, would have efcaped death* 

In our lamentable circumftamces, M* I/Haridon did himfelf not lefs honour by his 
afliduity, in attending the lick, than by his generous conduct with refpeA to them* 
Tired of the repeated denials to his applications for the moft fimple articles, be em¬ 
ployed his whole flock of money, fold every article of exchange he pofiefled, find even 
a portion of his deaths, to buy what was neceffary for the hofpital, thus giving thar 
double example of zeal and generofity which diftinguiflies the real phyfician. Nor is 
this the only aftion of the kind which we fhall have to notice on the part of M. L 5 Ha- 
ridon ; and we the more gladly proclaim it, as public efteem alone is the truly grateful 
reward of deeds like thefe, and as to honour is to multiply them* 

The 6th of November, thanks to the unremitting care of M. Renfard, our long-boat 
was complete, and launched* This day was truly a feftival, fince it reftored us a veffel 
of which we had fuch need : we were far from thinking it was doomed to a fate fimilar 
to that which it replaced, 

M. Picquet was not the only officer we loft ; M* St. Croix Lebas, the captain of our 
frigate, was relanded as fick a few days before our departure, and placed in the Dutch 
fort, to await there the re-eftablifhment of his health, and his return to Europe. 

At length, on the 12th of November in the evening, we went to take our farewelof 
the governor; and the next morning we made fail from the bay of Coopang, by the 
paffage between Pooloo Kea and Simao, Our ftay at Coopang had been prolonged to 
eighty-four days, and in every refpect had been to us of fatal confequbnce; it had 
occafioned a long wafte of time, the death of a number of individuals, and the incon¬ 
venience of having many fick on board : fuch were the difaftrous confequences of this 
long ftay: it even appears highly probable, that if It had been much longer pro¬ 
craft mated, the remainder of our crew would have peri (bed. Who, on leaving the 
jfland, but thought it would be our laft vifit to its murderous fhores? 

CHAP. IX.— Operations of the Naturalifie at EdeFs Land , related by M. Le Freycinct 

of that VejfeL 

[From the 8th of June to the i6th of July, 1801.3 

THE gale which obliged us to make with fuch precipitation from the bay of the 
Geography on the night of the 8th of June, was nigh proving fatal to the Naturalifte. 

This 
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This veffel, an inferior failer to the Geographe, and in other refpe£ts a much worfe 
ftiip, with difficulty kept from being driven on (bore by the winds and currents. The 
violent pitching of the veffel, and the neceffity of carrying fail, made m apprehenfive 
every inftant for our matt, the lead damage to which would infallibly have occafioned 
the iofs of the ftiip* Every two hours we were obliged to make a new tack, and this 
for two entire days, without a moment's reft for the crew ; and, fpite of every effort* 
at one time we gave ourfelvcs up for loft, when a flight variation of the wind fortu¬ 
nately enabled us to clear the fouthern point of the bay. 

In the courfe of the night of the 9th we loft alt fight of our con fort; the wind ft ill 
continued to blow hard ; and not before the 13rh were we able to increafe our fails. 
We availed ourfelves of the more favouring weather to fteer for the ifle Rottneft, the 
fir ft rendezvous appointed by the commander, and reached it on the 14th. The 
Geographe, contrary to the expectation of all, not being there, we refolved on waiting 
for her ; and Captain Hamelm, that his ftay might be rendered ufeful, fem different 
boats to feek a landir g-ptace, and examine the different productions of the illand 
Rottneft* In the mean time he difparched M. Heiriffon in one of the boats to exa¬ 
mine the mouth of the river Swans, and advance up it as high as poffible. For this 
interefting expedition a week's provifion was ft owed in the boat. 

The 17th of June, Meffrs* Milius and Levillain departed to vifit the iflands S* S.E\ 
of Rottneft; and, at five in the morning the fame day, I was myfelf difpatched in the 
fmall boat with Mr. Faurc, to reconnoitre with more preciflon the ifle Rottneft, arid 
complete its geopraphv. 

On leaving the fhip the weather was fine; but a ftrong breeze fpringing up from 
the N.W* the fea became very mountainous, and the waves, dafhing againft the ilde$ 
of my flight bark, threatened It every inftant with deftruftion. In this perilous 
dilemma, as the wind was adverfe, I could not regain the veffel; I then endeavoured to 
pafs to leeward of the ifle of Rottneft, but a long chain of breakers ft retching out to 
fea, prevented my effefting this : we had, therefore, no other alternative than to run 
afliore to prevent inevitable fliipwreck and deftru£tion. A fmall fand-bartfe appeared 
oppofite to us, for which we fteered, and on which we were fhortly thrown by the 
ftirf We immediately jumped all of us into the water, and endeavoured to drag the 
boat on to the beach, but all our efforts were vain, file was covered by the waves in ati 
inftant, and with difliculty we preferved, of all our proviftons, feme few pounds of 
bifeuit ; the remainder difappeared together with the boat. 

Difappointed thus of executing the duty with which we were entrufted, by coaftlng 
the illand, we were yet defirous of attempting its effectuation by land ; but the rocks 
which bound the fliore on the northern fide were too fteep for us to be able to climb; 
we were, therefore, reduced to make our way through the woods, which being very 
tufty in this part, admitted of our making but a flow and laborious progrefs. 

“ Chance condu&ed us into a pleafant valley, at the bottom of which were feveral 
ponds : we defeended to the margin of one of them ; a prodigious quantity of bivalve 
Aiells of one Angle fpecies formed round the pond a rim about fixteen feet broad* 
The water of thefe ponds was fait* 

“ From thefe ponds,which we denominated, from one of our midfhipme^Duvaldailly, 
we made again for the-fhore, in hopes of clearing the rocks which in the firftinftance 
impeded our progrefs; but we found their courfe was uninterruptedly prolonged to 
the northern cape. 

w In traverfmg thefe rocks we diflinguilhed a piece of wood which fixed our atten¬ 
tion, and excited a painful intereft: it was the bitt-pins of a veffel of from three 
hundred to three hundred and fifty tons, the rubbing of the cables againft which was 
vol. xi* 5 m ftill 
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ftill diftinctlv vifiblej this, with fcveral iron rings we noticed, left us no doubt of a 

recent Ihipwreck. ' 

« This unexpected difcovery increafed our anxiety for the fate of the Naturalise, 
which we knew to have been at anchor during the tempeft near feme frightful reefs ; 
it moreover forcibly pointed out to us the horrors of our fituation, which every inllaut 
became more alarming. In fact, black and ominous clouds were collected at every 
point of the horizon;'gulls of wind blew with violence; the thunder echoed fright¬ 
fully from the neighbouring vallies ; rain fell in torrents, and dm waves dallied impe- 
tuoufly on the rocks. In Ihort, we were not ignorant that Captain Hamelin, deftitute 
of a long boat, or indeed any other, would be wholly unable to fend us alfiftance 
during the prevalence of the ftorm. 

« After a few minutes reflection on the fad polture of our affairs, we directed our 
fteps towards the boat; and by the time we got to it were enveloped in the molt pro¬ 
found obfcurity. We expeCted to find it in pieces, the furge having conftantly beat 
on the bank where it laid, but with pleafure we perceived it had, in great meafure, 
withftood the rage of the fea, and that one of its planks only had been driven in. 
By good luck it was now high water : we entered into the fea to endeavour to pull 
the boat on to the Itrand, and fortunately at la ft fucceeded. 

“ Our boat thus fecured, we fought a provifion of water ; the ifland appearing to 
produce none, we fpread out our fails to catch the rain, which continued to fall, and 
dedicated to this objeCt the whole of the night. We likewife this and the fucceedmg 
day killed fome feals, fphocas) the flefli of which we found very well tailed. 

« On the 16th of June we perceived the Naturalille under fail; I obferved her for 
a long time with my telefcope, and by her courfe imagined Ihe was endeavouring to 
near the ifland. We immediately kindled a large fire to point out the part of the 
coalt where we were. Still no fuccour appeared at hand throughout the whole day; 
our fituation became critical; and but for the rain had become much more fo. I 
contrived, at length, an expedient to mend our boat, fo as we might endeavour to 
regain our lliip. As we wanted nails, I bethought rnyfelf of drawing fome from the 
infide of the boat, which faftened matters of finaller import, and were ufed to nail 
together the broken plank; the tow of un twilled cordage ferved to caulk the chinks, 
which I planned to daub over with the oil of the lea-calf, and aihes for want of 
pitch. Fortunately our labours were rendered ufelefs: the wind falling during the 
night of the 19th, our captain haltened to difpatch a yawl with provifions; and, fore- 
feeing that our boat would have fuftained confiderable injury in the ftorm, he likewife 
lent a carpenter for the purpofe of putting it in repair. This completed, we returned 
on board by three in the afternoon. 

“ I then learned that the long-boat, difpatched to reconnoitre the iflands bearing 
fouth-fouth-eaft of our anchorage had been wrecked on the continent; that the boat 
feat up the river of Swans was not yet returned, and that great anxiety was felt for 
her fate; that, on the iSth, at two in the afternoon, the Geographe had been feea 
from the top-maft eight leagues diftant, bearing under topfails towards the north. 
Every one was at lofs to conjedure why the captain, after having himielf appointed 
the rendezvous, had not repaired thither to join us. With refped to Captain Hamelin, 
deprived as he was of the long boat, his two other boats, and the chief part of his crew, 
it was out of his power to make fail after the Geographe.” 

The 22d of June the boat fent up the river of Swans having completed its million, 
returned. The following details on this fubjed are given by M. Bailly, who accom¬ 
panied M. Heirilfon: 

4 * The river of Swans, difcovered by Vlaming in 1697, received its name from 
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its abounding in black fwans, two of which birds he tranfported alive to Batavia. We 
faw the mouth of it on the 17 th of June in the morning ; it was obft rutted bv a bar 
of rocks which nearly prevented onr entrance ; but afJ finking twice we fucceeSd 
in palling them, on which the foundings rapidly increafed,. A prodigious multitude 
ot pelicans take up their abode in this part of the river, but we were unable to kill a 
Jingle one. i he beach was covered with an amazing quantity of white, gelatinous, 
and tranfparent mollufcm, abandoned by the tide, and which, without doubt are 
preyed upon by the birds that frequent-thefe fhores. The foil here is compofed of 
downs of fand, more or lefs elevated; the rock by which they are terminated next the 
fea is wholly of calcareous nature, is mixed with fand, and abounds in excavations and 
chafms, apparently the effea of the waves : in thefe downs grow different fpecies of 
flu ubs, feveral of which were then in flower. Ihe Eucalyptus refinifera fiourifhed 
abundantly; and large flocks of land-birds, efpecially paroquets, of moft beautiful 
plumage, hovered about the trees, and animated thefe unknown, wild, and defert 
fhores* 

“At a fhort diftance from the fea, the left bank of the river is precipitous, and 
prefents a bed of fandy and calcareous rocks in horizontal ftripes; fbordy after, the 
oppofite bank is equally precipitous, and has the appearance of a large circular wall 
furmounted with verdure. In every part of thefe fhores are evident traces of their 
having once been overflowed by the fea: the rock is almoft exclufively formed of 
inci ultations of fliells, and roots and trunks of petrified trees, phenomena of occur¬ 
rence in different parts of New Holland. In other refpefts, the country at this point 
is flat, and without any eminences of height till after a confiderable fpace inland. 
Beyond the circular wall I have defcribed, the precipitous appearance paffes again to the 
left fide, with a like {hew of ruins, and a finiilar geological conftitution. 

“ Shortly after, we came to a large bafin, formed by a low country, over which the 
river fpreads more amply ; almoft the whole of this bafin is engroffed by a fliallow: 
on the left bank we obferved a fort of branch, or inlet, which feemed to open another 
communication with the fea; this inlet or branch we named the Entrance of Moreau, 
from one of the midfliipmen who accompanied us. 

“ After doubling a very low point, which proje&s from the left bank pretty far into 
the bafin, we landed for the night at the foot of a fteep bank on the right fide; this 
almoft perpendicular bank has a final 1 interval of fand between it and the river, on 
which we pitched our tent; we were here in perfect fecurity, the boat afloat and moored 
to a tree, and its poop among herbage which grew oil the fhore; we could not be 
approached but by croffing the river, or by a defcent from the fteep bank, at the foot 
of which we were; a defcent of difficult accomplifhment, on account of the fteepnefs 
of the hill. 

“ The finnmir of this hill commands a moft beautiful view: on one fide is diftin- 
guiflied the courfe of the river which defccnds from a plateau of mountains in the 
diftance, on the other its lower courfe is feen towards tile fea. Both its banks are 
almoft wholly covered with beautiful forefts extending deeply into the country. The 
rocky bafe, fometimes feen here, is of the fame nature as all thofe I have before 
noticed; that is to fay, it confifls of fand and fliells, and is covered with a bed of land, 
mingled with vegetable earth, which nourifhes the trees of the foreft. 

“ On the 18th of June, at day-break, we re-imbarked to profecute our voyage. On 
leaving our refting-place we met with new flocks of pelicans, which hovered about us; 
two of them we fhot. Continuing our courfe now, in half an hour’s time we grounded 
on a bank of very loft, unttuous, and adherent mud, from which we were able to 
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releafe ourfelves only after confitlerable labour, and by dragging our boat alpttg or a 
confiderable fpace. The courfe of the river is, as it were, fliut by aline or lmall ilunds, 
either low or entirely overflowed, which \v£ named Heirillon Iflands from the orncet 

« Near thefe iflands it was that, for the firfl time, we diftinguifhed black fwans, 
fwimming majeftically on the water : we killed feveral; their plumage was entire y 
black except ihe pinions, which were white ; their beak was red, and their feet black. 
We obferved that, in a few feconds after death the beak loft its beautiful red colour, 
and became entirely black. The whole of the country we law front this fpot, till 
mVht, was low and almoft inundated } a layer of fand of large gram, and which feems 
the decompofed particles of a rock of ancient formation, covers a very thick bed of 
highly tenaceous, and reddiflt clay. Other important phenomena anfe from this 
change of compofition in the foil. Retained by the clayey ftratum, the ram water and 
the dews either remain on the furface, filter through the quartzy fand we have noticed, 
form fmall lakes, or run in narrow 'rills towards the river, whofe waters from this 
inftant begin to lofe their faltnefs ; but hitherto they had been nearly as fait as thofe of 
the fea. The fame evening we pitched our tent in an angle formed by the river and a 
fmall branch of it, which Meffrs. Heiriffon and Moreau afeended on foot the fpace of 
half a league- Thefe gentlemen in their excurfion faw the trace of a human foot, the 
extraordinary dimenfions of which occafioned them great furprife. 

« The 19th June, after filling our cafks at a fmall well I had difeovered the day be* 
fore, and which did not appear to me the work of nature, we continued to afeend the 
river : from the point whence we then obferved it, its courfe Teemed to be from a chain 
of mountains at little diftance from where we were; this circumftance made us hope 
to be able to afeend to its fource : unfortunately we deceived ourfelves refpecting the 
diftance of the mountains ; for, after continuing our courfe the whole day long, we per¬ 
ceived they were yet far away- However, at this inftant, the bed of the river became 
much more narrow ; but its depth continued ftill, with little variation, from feven to 

eight feet. b p 

ts In the mean time three days had paffed in our afeent up the river into the interior 
of New Holland: our provifions had greatly diminiihed, and fcarcely fufficient re¬ 
mained to fupport us on our return : this confideration occafioned us to renounce our 
firft projeft of continuing our navigation to the foot of the mountains ; and the next 


day, 20th June, we began our return. 

4< The 21 ft in the morning, we reached the {hallows which detained us on attending 
the river; we hoped to avoid them by keeping on the right fide, but we were mif- 
taken, and had not proceeded more than three furlongs before we ran aground. In 
vain did we endeavour to drag our boat over the (hoal; we were ultimately obliged to 
conftru£t a kind of raft, unload our cargo, or at Ieaft the weighty part of it, and after¬ 
wards, getting into the water, to pufh it before us. We fucceeded at laft by two in 
the afternoon in fetting her afloat. Our joy on this occafion was but of fiiort exigence : 
grounding again on a fecond bank of fand, only half a foot under water, we were 
obliged to labour feveral hours in order to overcome this laft obftacle ; and never Ihould 
we have fucceeded but for a ftrong breeze which happened moft opportunely to relieve 
us from our critical fituation. In fact, at this epoch, we were overcome with fatigue 
and exhauftion ; for thirteen hours had we been in mud and water up to the waift, 
conftantly employed in attempting to remove our boat: we had fcarcely more than one 
meal's provifion left; and, as it was impoflible we fhould regain our veffel in iefe 
than four and twenty hours, we could not repair our exhaufted powers by nourifliment* 

8 In 
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In midft of this embarraffment and danger, night came on : we were about to land in 
order to dry ourfelves and recruit our flrength, when all at once a terrible noife, re* 
fembling the bellowing of a bull, but much louder, and which feemed to proceed front 
the neighbouring reeds, petrified us with terror* After this tremendous roar we loft 
all inclination to land ; and, although half frozen with cold, we preferred paffing the 
night in the water fupperlefs, and without once clofing our eyes, owing to the rain and 
the cold* 

cc The 2 2d, at day break, all jumped into the water to continue their labour at the 
boat; the tide riling affifted our efforts, which were at laft fuccefsfuh Shortly after we 
halted to kindle a large fire in order to warm our frozen limbs, and take feme nou- 
rifhment. Continuing afterwards to defcend the river, we at length arrived at its 
mouth ; we left it by keeping along the left bank, and in the evening got on board, 
dreadfully ha raffed with fatigue and want of food. 5 * 

The importance of the relation of Mr* Bailly has caufed me to give it at length ; it 
is the more valuable as tending to elucidate the phyfical hiftory of New Holland, 
and in this point of view poffeffes intereft as well for the naturalifl as the geogra¬ 
pher* 

In the mean time the boat, fhipwrecked on the neighbouring coafl, had fullered con- 
fiderable damage, which neceflitated the difpatch of carpenters to repair* Four whole 
days were employed in this indifpenfable objeft, and it was not before the night of the 
22d that it returned on board* We then received the following details of the opera¬ 
tions and misfortunes of our companions. 

On their way to explore the iflands Couth-fouth-eaft of our anchorage, on which ex* 
pedition they failed the i8th June, they at firft proceeded alongilde a ledge of rocks 
of confiderable extent $ they afterwards approached a final 1 barren ifland, denominated 
by us Berthollet, South of this laft, they difeovered a third, nearly as large as the ifle 
Rottnell, which we named Buache. On this laft were a great number of fea-calves at 
a flight diftance from the fea, which appeared as if inclined to difpute the landing of 
our i'ailors. Their temerity coft them dear, for many of them were flaughtered* 
Obliged to reimbark haftiiy on account of the wind blowing occafionally in gufls 
from the north-north-weft, our companions luffed all night in midft of breakers ; the 
fpray was fo plenteous, and thrown over our boat in fuch quantity, as to require three 
men in conftantly baling the water* At three in the morning, exhau (ted with fatigue, 
and ignorant what courie to take in order to avoid the breakers by which they were 
furrounded, they refolved on letting down their grapple. At day-break they hoifted 
fail on a northern tack, and endeavoured to make towards the veffel ; but the mam¬ 
mal! of the long boat was foon broken by the violence of the guffs, and, with its fail, 
fell overboard into the fea : in vain did they attempt to fplice it, the fury of the wind 
rendered all their efforts abortive* Driven now by the waves on the breakers, our un¬ 
fortunate comrades refolved on running the boat on Chore* Their boat was Blattered 
in the attempt by the rocks, but happily no one perlfhed ; the crew even fucceeded in 
hauling it on fliore and preventing its total lofs- 

Eixed now for a time on this wild coafl, our companions, in the interval of receiving 
fuccours from the fliip, made feveral incurfions into the interior* On one of thefe 
occafions, having dilcovered a fpecies of almond the fize of a walnut, they gathered a 
number of its fruit. Cooked in allies, thefe almonds had a tolerably good taffe, re- 
femblmg that of a roaffed chefnut; but all who had the misfortune to eat of them feit 
very bad eflle&s from the treacherous aliment. They were aftefted with a troublefome 
vertigo* and violent retching ; every one imagined himfelf mortally poifoned* I heie 
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ominous fymptoms, however, fubfided, and no one died. £( For my part,” fays M, 
Levillain, who himfelf had eaten two or three of thefe almonds, “ I was exceedingly 
fick. After having rendered the whole contents of my flomach, I continued to ex¬ 
perience fuch violent and continued retchings, that I threw up two large glaffes of 
blood, and felt the mod bitter agony. Ever fince” adds he “ I continue to feel acute 
pains in the ftomaeh.” Hard fate of navigators, placed in the unfortunate circum- 
ftances I have defcribed, of either dying of hunger, or expofmg thcmfelves to even 
a more agonizing death by feeding on poifonous aliments 3 

The pleafure of feeing the different parties fent with our expeditions all fafe again on 
board, loon drove from out memories the fatigue and difaflers we had undergone, but 
the inquietude which every one felt on account of the abfence of the Geographe be¬ 
came more lively every day. Captain Hamelin, incapable of imagining that the com¬ 
mander would negle£t repairing to the anchorage appointed by himfelf, refolved on 
prolonging hisftay on this dangerous coaft. Our gentlemen availed themfelves of this 
to make new excurfions to the neighbouring illands, and M. Badly to encreafe his 
obfervations on their geological conftitution. 

“ The 23d June, in the morning,” fays this naturalift, “ I failed in the great boat 
to vifit the illand Buache, at which we did not arrive before night. On our way we 
faw Giraud reef, diltinguilhed by the form of one of the rocks of which it is compofed, 
a form much refembling a (hoe. This rock is a place of great refort for fea-fowl. 
Beyond is the illand Berthollet, final I, with fteep Ihores, and barren. All thefe 
illands and rocks, difperied at a ihort diftance from the continent, are conneded with 
each other by a ledge of rocks extending nearly three leagues from the land. Even the 
illand Rottneft 4 tfelf is united to this ledge of reefs: the fea breaks on many points 
over this ledge; and in feveral places there is no paffage for a boat of the Ihalloweft 
draught. 

“ The illand Buache is compofed of calcareous rocks more or lefs blended with 
fand, and contains many impreffions of Ihells; the rocks lie in horizontal beds of 
fmali thicknefs, which appear to extend into the interior of the illand and to form its 
lcantling. Inftead of conftituting infulated mountains, thefe rocks form long continued 
chains, with, on each fide, a uniform and tolerably fteep declivity. The foil, although 
entirely of calcareous fand, fupports a vigorous vegetation. No frefh water was any 
where found, nor is this matter of furprife, the nature of the foil being regarded ; for 
the fand which forms its fuperficial llrata impofes on a calcareous rock, the loofe and 
porous grain of which offers no impediment to the filtration of water.” 

The 27th June, Mr. Bailly landed on the illand Rottneft, on which he made the fol¬ 
lowing obfervations: “ The lliore is covered with a number of calcareous and Tandy 
rocks of a greytfti white, and exclufively compofed of the wreck of petrified Ihells. 
The hills neareft the lhore are of like ftruaure, but covered by downs of fand all 
moft entirely calcareous. Beyond thefe fandy hills are lheets of water, feparated from 
each other by fmali fandy hillocks, the water of them fait as the fea. The tide has 
alfo a vifible effect on them : fo loofe indeed is the fand of the neighbouring foil, that 
the interefting phenomenon I have noticed may with much likelihood be afcribed to the 
filtration of the fea. Unlefs indeed this cauls be affigned, it would be difficult to con¬ 
ceive another, as there exifts no direft communication between the fea and thefe lheets 
of water. We found here two fpecies of finall Ihell-fifh refembling the melania "the 
one of a fmgle fhell, the other bivalve, but both Ihells of a role colour. The margin 
of the chief of thefe ponds was literally covered with fhell-filh, which were the'oniv 
animate beings we found there. Moll of the ponds have fteep banks, and appear to 

owe 
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owe their origin to the falling in or depreffion of the foil. In midft of the largeft of 
them is an enormous rock (landing by itielf, which, by its form, fite, and the hori¬ 
zontal difpofition of its layers, evidently announces that it formerly made part of a hill 
which occupied the fite of the pond, and was one of the chain which traverfes the 
iJland Rottneft length wife* This conjefiure is moreover founded on theexaft corref- 
pondence of the folitary rock with the fubfi fling hills* The ft one of which it is com* 
pofed is wholly calcareous, white, and granulated, and interfperfed with iliellsin good 
preservation, difpofed, apparently, according to their families, 

1 he period appointed by Captain Hamel in for awaiting the Geopraphe having now 
expired without any fight of that veffel, it was not to be prefumed that we ftiould have 
chance of feeing her by further procraft inadng our flay, we therefore determined to 
(leer tor Endraght’s Land, after leaving a flag on Rottnefl Ifland, with a bottle and a 
letter for the commander, in cafe of his touching there. On the 28th June we made 
fail ior our fecond rendezvous : but, before I purfue the hiftory of our voyage, it Teems 
requifite I fhould take a general view of that part of EdePs Land we are about to quit, 
Rottnefl iiland is of moderate height; the fides of it are chiefly irregular, indented, 
and com pofed of rocks of calcareous and Tandy fro eft one, between which are conftantlv 
found inlets with a very white fand. The ifland, generally fpeaking, is well wooded ; 
and the foil, though every where fandy, appeared to me to produce an abundant and 
vigorous vegetation. The interior, interfered by a multitude of hills, is frequently 
of highly graceful appearance# Unfortunately we were able to difeover no foft water, 
and every thing leads us to conclude that it produces none. By digging pits two or 
three feet deep, at a fhort tliflance from the Duvaldailly ponds, fome brackifh water 
might, however, pcflibly be found, potable on urgent occafions. 

We noticed here, in great abundance, a fmall fpecies of kangaroo about two feet 
high : we likewife met with a fecond quadruped, the fize of a large rat, which the 
Dutch navigators, in fafl:, took for a rat, but which, according to the obfervationsof our 
naturalift M* Peron, belongs to a new and very remarkable genus, deferibed in the 
zoological works of that eflimable and laborious naturalift* Phocas are feen in vaft 
numbers on the different fandy beaches of the coaft ; they occafionally, penetrate a 
confiderabie diflance into the forefts* We faw fome of them which were very large : 
they were commonly grey ; but fome were of a reddifh and others of a black colour* 
The laft were the (mailed, and perhaps the moft young; for we faw a female of an 
alh-grev giving milk to her biddings, which were black. The fat of rhefe animals is 
good to eat when freih ; we frequently made ufe of it to fry our food with, and never 
found it give the Iinalieft fmcll or tafte that was difagreeable. The fur of the ma¬ 
jority of them is fine and thick, and confequentiy might become of much ititereft, as 
it would be an eafy matter for a veffel to load a rich cargo of their (kins. 

Reptiles (fnakes) on the ifland are pretty common ; many that we found were four 
and five feet long, by from one and a half to two inches in diameter ; their colour was 
that of poliftted fteeh Rottnefl Ifland alfo produces a Angular fpecies of lizard, in 
which my friend M* Peron found a combination of toes hitherto unobferved in the 
family of lizards. This one has but two belonging to the forefeet, while the hind 
have three. 

The ifland is not inhabited ; nor did it appear to us that it was ever vifued by thofe 
who live on the main. ^ 

During our flay in the roads of the ifland, the wind blew fierce every point of the 
conipafs. The eaflwind in general was weak, and brought fine weather; the weft, 
fouth-weft, and north-weft, on the contrary, brought on ftorms and rain. 

6 Fiihing 
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Flfliing yielded us a large and excellent fuppty of food: fome days pafled, however* 
without our being able to catch a Angle filh ; they appeared to me to be chiefly there 
when the winds were ftiHeft and the fea mod calm. It is pofiible on fuch occafions 
that the fifli proceed to greater diftance from (here, and return only when the fea, too 
turbulent, renders neceftary they fhould feek (haltower water and lefs tumultuous 
waves. 

What alfo, among the fifh, molt occafioned our furprife, was the multitude of fquali, 
or (harks, mod of them of enormous fize, which kept inceflamly hovering round the 
(hip. One which we caught had a much more pointed muzzle than the reft; it mea- 
fured sixteen (Englifh) feet in length,in circumference nearly twelve feet, and weighed 
twelve hundred weight and upwards* Some that we faw even doubled the fize of this* 
We may hence infer that in no part the fea produces monitors of this defcription of 
greater bulk, or more formidable* We likewife, but chiefly when the fea was calm, 
remarked many fea-ferpents round the (hip. 

The ifland Berthollet is abfolutely barren, and furrounded by rocks and breakers, 
efpccially in the fomherri part: in the north-eaft is a final! fandy beach, where a landing 
may be effected. 

The ifland Buache, much fimilar in appearance to Rottnefl Ifland, is furrounded by 
banks which render it difficult of approach, not with {landing it has in many parts a 
fandy fhore. The interior is entirely covered with wood ; the trees on it are generally 
lofty, and the fhrubs of good fize ; vegetation is remarkably a£Hve, not with (landing its 
conftantly fandy furface* I faw partridges on the ifland, and crows of a fniallerfize than 
in Europe, but of excellent flavour ; feals here are found in far greater plenty than on 
Rottneft Ifland. 

As to the river of Swans, it cannot be confidered adapted to fuppiy the water requifite 
for a veifel : in the firft place its mouth is difficult to enter, and its courfe is obflrufted 
by fand-banks; and fecondly, in order to find frefli water, boats muft proceed up the 
river too great a diftance. 

On leaving Rottnefl Ifland we bore towards the north, defigning to coaft along at a 
fhort diftance from (here, provided the wind fhould continue favourable but a gale 
fpringing up in our face, wc were under neceffity of making feveral tacks to the weft- 
ward, which carried us out of fight of land. Still, on our eaftern tack, we were fre¬ 
quently able to diftinguifh it for fome rime together, and thence were enabled to afeer- 
tain its general conflitution, which we found, along the whole extent of this part of 
EdeFs Land, a mournful counterpart of the monotonous coaft of Leuwin*s Land, As,, 
therefore, contrary winds, and our anxiety to rejoin the Geographe, prevented our dedi¬ 
cating the requifite time to our making a complete geographic (ketch of this coaft, we 
contented ourfelves with tracing the bearings neceffary for the correction of the manu- 
feript Hutch chart entrufted to us on our leaving Europe, which contained many 
ferious errors, 

I he 8th and gth of July, we faw the iflands T artel Duyf (Turtle Dove), and the 
Abiolhos, on which Pelfart was wrecked in 1625. We fancied thefe lad iflands 
were placed at too great diflance from the main, from which, by our reckoning, they 
were but eight leagues diftanf, and were folicitous of pafling through the inter¬ 
vening channel, which parts them from the continent, to afeertain their exaft diftance 
from it j bur not being able to effeft this point on account of the adverfe winds, we 
merely afeertained the pofirion of this groupe of formidable iflands. When at a 
diftance of ten or twelve leagues from the main, the Abrothos appeared confounded 
with it: they are of flight elevation, and bounded by red breakers, againft which the 
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fea dallies with violence ; but tliefe breakers do not extend fo far out to fea as is marked 
in the Dutch charts. Yet, as the fea was little ruiHed while we were in fight of the 
Abrolhos, it is poffible that the breakers did not feem to us to extend fo far as they 
really do. 

The 16th of July we wereabreaft of the Thorny or Difficult Pafiage, fouth of the 
ifland Dirk Hartighs: we coafted along that ifland at only two miles difhmce: it is 
bounded by a fucceflion of breakers which run but little out to fea* By eight in the 
morning we reached the pafs between the iflands Dirk Hartighs and Dorre: the plum* 
met indicated a fine fandy bottom* on which we call anchor* 

CHAP. X, — Operations of the NaturaUJie at Endraght's Land* 

[From the 16th of July to the sift of September, iSox.J 

SCARCELY had we anchored in the Bay of Sharks ere we anxioufly fought if the 
Geographe lay there, or had left traces of having been at any of the neighbouring 
iflands. The boats we font for this purpofe brought us no intelligence refpefting the 
vfcffel* and we felt firmly perfuaded that ftie had not been on this coafL Under fuch 
delicate circum fiances, Captain Hamelin thought expedient to hold a council, and at his 
fummons we all waited upon him. Here, after an exa£t recapitulation of the different 
circumftances of our voyage fmee we left the bay of the Geography we concluded that 
it was improbable any accident fhould have befallen our confort; and that it was not lefs 
unlikely that the Geographe fhould have returned to the fouth : we confequently were 
of opinion that we ought to wait for her here no more than a week or ten days, and in 
cafe of her non-arrival, by the expiration of that time that we fliould "continue our courfe* 
Captain Hamelin then communicated to us his private infir oft ions from the com¬ 
mander, which bore an exprefs order for his awaiting him at the Bay of Sharks, After 
fuch inftm&ions there was no room left to deliberate: but it was not without vexation 
we faw ourfelves thus condemned to lofe our time on thefe gloomy fhores, in cafe the 
Geographe fhould not come to feek us, which we were fearful would be the cafe from 
what we knew of the character of our chief. 

Our flay here being thus refolved upon. Captain Hamelin* for better flicker, do 
termined to fleer for the bottom of the bay* but previoufiy he detached three men to 
the ifland Dirk Hartighs, with inftruftions to eftablifh fignals to inform the Geographe 
of his being there, in cafe that velfel fhould appear at the entrance of the bay. 

On his return from the ifland Dirk Hartighs, our chief boatfwain brought with him 
a pewter plate, about fix inches in diameter* on which was rudely engraven two in- 
feriptions in the Dutch language ; the firfl; dated the 25th of October, 1616, ihefecond 
the 4th of February, 1697, This plate was found on the north fide of the ifland* 
which on this account we denominated the Cape of the Infcription; it was half covered 
with fand, lying near a decayed oaken poft, to which it appeared to have been nailed. 
The following is the tranflarion of the two inferiptions; 

1616. 

The 1 qth of Oflober, the fliip Endraght of Amfterdam touched here, the chief 
owner Gilles Miebais Van Luck ; the captain Dirk Hartighs of Amfterdam ; he failed 
the 27th of the fame month: Bantum was fupercargo$ Janftins the raafter j Pieter 

Ecoores Van Bu. The year 1616. 

1697. 

- The 4th of February, 1697, the fliip Het Geelvink of Amfterdam touched here : the 
vo-L. XI. 5 n captain 
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captain Wilhem. dc Vlaming of Vlielandt; Joannes Bremer of Copenhagen, mate; the 
chief pitot Michel Bloem Van Eftigt of Bremen : alfo, the dogger Nyptangh, Gerrit 
Colaart ol Amfterdam, captain; Theodoras Hermans of the fame place, mate; Gerrit 
Gerritzen of Bremen, mailer, (or chief pilot) : alfo, the galliot Het Wefeltje, Cornells 
de Vlaming of Vlielandt, commander, Coert Geritzen of Bremen, mailer. Sailed 
hence with our flotilla from the Aullral lands under deftinatioa for Batavia. 



After copying thefe two inscriptions with great nicety, M, Hamelin caufed a new poll 
to be made, and fent the plate back to be reinflated on the fame point of the ifland 
whence it was taken: he would have deemed it facrilege to have kept this plate, 
refpe&ed for two centuries by nature and thofe individuals who might have obferved it. 
He himfelf caufed a fecond plate to be put up, in the north-eall part of this ifland, on 
which was inl'cribed the name of our corvette, and the date of our arrival on thefe 
fhores. 

The 2d of Augufl we quitted the ifland Dirk Hartighs, and proceeded to an¬ 
chor under the Middle Ifland of Dampier; the fame day I received orders to take the 
.. plan of a part of the bay, that is to fay of the eaftern coalt of Dirk Hartighs Ifland, from 
its nonh-ea.t point to the fouthern inclufive, and of the fouthern and eaftern fhores of 
the bay, after which I was to make the northern part of Middle Ifland, where the Na¬ 
tural i fie was to wait for me at anchor. In the nautical and geographical part of the 
voyage, I fhall detail this excurfion at length, here it will be fufficient I give the 
refuks. 

Throughout the whole of the 2d, the calm weather prevented my making much way : 
I coafted the eaftern fide of Dirk Hartigh’s land, and doubled a fmall but pretty re¬ 
markable point, v hich I called Oblervation .Angle, (Com de Mire) j I afterwards dii— 
covered a fmall bay and an iflet, which received the diftinctive appellation of the Bay 
and Iflet of Tetroodons (bladder-fiffi) from the number of filh of this defcription in the 
bay, of which our Tailors caught abundance. Whales here were in fuch numbers that 
I was often obliged to change my courfe in order not to run foul of them ; I Ukewife 
faw fome tortoifes, and many fmall fliarks. I palled the night on the fouth point of 
the Bay of Tetroodons, which I denominated the Point of Refuge, for what reafon will 
fhortly appear. 


In courfe of the 4th I doubled cape Ranfonnet, the fouthern extremity of Dirk 
Hartigh’s ifland, and completed a furvey of the Thorny or Difficult Paffage, fo named 
by Dampier, from the dangerous breakers which ptojeft from the fouth^-weft part of 
the ifland. At night-rail I landed from a fmall bay adjoining cape Ranfonnet where I 
obferved a number of holes the fize of a man, which feemed fo many burrows: it 
would be difficult to determine by what animal they were formed, the larjreft qua¬ 
druped we diftinguilhed on the ifland not having exceeded a rabbit in fize. 

I he whole of the 5th was palled in luffing up again ft adverfe winds; and I was con- 
itrained to leek an alylum for the night at Cape Refuge. 

. the 6th the bad weather continued, and caufed me to run confiderable hazard 

in the midlt or the lhoals which lie at the opening of the harbour I fhall prefentlv 
fpeak of. 1 * 

The 7 th, after failing all day over a fand-bank, on which there was fcarcely fufficient 
draught of water for the boat to navigate, at night I landed oppoftte to a fmall iflet, but 
a mufquet ffiot diftant from the ffiore. 1 diftinguilhed on the land many footftejs of 
lavages, yet faw none of thofe by whom they were imprinted. Round feveral extinfl: 


fires 
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fires we perceived abundance of fheUs and fifh bones, but no bones belonging to qua¬ 
drupeds, which induces me to conclude that the inhabitants of this part of the coaft 
■ draw their chief fubfiftenoe from the fea. 

Not far from the iflet of which 1 fpeak, we found great plenty of pearl-oyfters, but 
the pearls in them were none of greater diameter than half a line. 

1 he 8lh, juft as we got under fail, and when but at two mufquet fhots from land, 
we law one ot the natives defcend to the beach, although the day before we had in vain 
endeavoured to get fight of any: after obferving us with attention for fome time, he 
tranquilly returned inland. I loon after difcovered an opening in the Ihore which 
feemed to me to be a river. I made feveral attempts to penetrate into it, but in vain : 
•an uninterrupted bank of fand prevented all entrance, and hindered me from refolving 
my fufpicions. ihis river, if fuch it Ihould prove, inuft be inconliderable, and will ever 
be uninterefting to navigators on account of its want of accefs. In my chart it is 
noticed under the name of the Stippofed River. 

Alter doubling a large cape, which I termed Cape Heiriflon, I obfervcd a tolerably 
large inlet, the direction of which was from north to fouth. On penetrating into it I 
iound myfelf in a fmall but very fine harbour i this, however, from being clofed by a 
land bank on which is no more than three feet water, will ever be ufelefs to (hipping, 
I therefore called it Ufelefs Harbour. The northern point of this harbour is a large 
promontory, named Cape Bellefin, from the phyfician of that name in cur corvette. 

The 1 oth, after lurveying Ufelefs Harbour, I bore towards the fouth to refume my 
operations at the fpot where I began them on the 7th: towards evening, I landed and 
palled the night on a linall barren and folitary iflet. We found on it a prodigious 
number of fea-birds, which all took to flight with loud fcreams, as foon as we fet foot 
on ihore. They remained a long time hovering over our heads, and owing to their 
white plumage, which rendered them vifible notwithftanding the darknefs, they pre- 
fented a fingular fpe£tacle: we killed feveral of them, and likewife found a number of 
their eggs, but neither the flefli of the fowl nor the eggs were well tailed ; the eggs in 
particular, though frelh laid, were fcarcely eatable. At day-break we left this iflet, 
called by me, in honour of our excellent boatfwain, Lefebvre. 

The nth I diftinguilhed a new opening, towards which I endeavoured in vain to 
advance, the wind being directly in our teeth ; I perceived, moreover, ten or twelve 
iflets, in front of a low. Candy, and very barren point of land, fouth of the opening $ 
which, from the enfign who accompanied me, I termed Girard Point. On traverfing 
. the vicinage of our place of debarkation, I perceived feveral habitations, and many foot- 
fteps of the natives: fome of thefe were prints of Angularly large feet, one that I 
meafured exceeded aa-f inches (Englifli). 

In courfe of the 1 ith, I fteered towards the opening perceived the day before, which 
received the name of Depuch Entrance, from one of our moll eftiinable and molt unfor¬ 
tunate companions. 1 difcovered alfo fome fmall iflets, flmilar altogether to thofe of the 
preceding days : I thought I defcried, likewife, the mouth of another river ; but, as 
was the cafe on the 8th, I found the entry into it clofed by a fand-hank. Doubling 
afterwards Girard’s Point in my courfe fouth ward, I recognized feveral fmall ifles, two 
of which, more extenfive than the others, were alfo of lefs barren appearance. I landed 
towards evening on the largeft of thefe two laft, which I called the Ifland of Three 
Bays, on account of its triangular form, and its having on each of its fides a well out¬ 
lined inlet of a fandy bottom, where fmall veffels may at any time find excellent Ihelter. 
This fmall ifland is tolerably wooded : its Ihores yield fifli and oyfters : its greateft ex¬ 
tent is about a mile. 
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The 13th, after having made the circuit of the whole of the extremity of the deep 
bay, in which I had been failing feveral days, I began to afcend towards the^ north ; 
fliortly after I difcovered feme new iflets* and a finall ifland, named by me Lefchenauh, 
from one of our botanifts. It was about a league in length, and in every part barren. 

In the morning of the 14th, after having paffed a pretty bay, I doubled a point rb- 
markable from two iflets in front of it; the point I named Moreau, fiom one or oui 
niidffiiptnen. The whole of the remainder of the day was employed in furveying the 
coaft, which I kept in fight; and by the furvey I fiuisfied myfelf that what, after 
Dampier, we had conceived to be an iiland, called by him Middle Ifland, is no other 
than a long peninfula. On arriving at Cape Lelueur, I noticed that the land turneu 
fuddenly to the north-eaft, and perceived the corvette Naturalifte anchored in a bay, 
which we denominated Da in pier Bay, in honour of the celebrated navigator of that 
name by whom it was firlt difcovered. My feeing the veffel ferved to confirm me in the 
belief that the land oppofite to us was really the fame we had hitherto miftaken for an 
ifland. I regained the fliip in the evening, after an abfence of a fortnight, during which 
I had made the circuit of more than two-thirds of this vaft inlet, fo improperly termed 
the Bay of Sharks. The harbour I had thus reconnoitred is nearly thirty leagues deep. 

I termed it H. Freycind Harbour, from my brother, lieutenant on board the Geo- 
graphe ; and the large peninfula, which forms its eaftern fide, received the name of my 
friend M. Peron. 

While abfent from the fliip, feveral events took place, of which I /hall render a fuc- 
cind account. On the 3d of Auguft, Captain Hamelin came to the northward to 
anchor, about feven or eight miles from the peninfula Peron ; the next day, a great 
fmoak being perceived to rife fuddenly front the neighbouring lands, the captain fent 
Meflrs. St. Cricy and Baillie to examine into the caufe. Thefe gentlemen, immediately 
on landing, were met by about thirty favages, armed with long fpears and clubs, who 
made a great clamour, and feemed difpofed to dired their firft attack on M. St. Cricy, 
when this officer, though with regret, difeharged a mufquet over their heads. The 
noife of the explofion, to them a noife fonevv, occafioned fo much furprize and terror, 
that they all at once fled over the fliore, cleared the downs, and were loft in the 
thickets. The fmoak feen arofe from a very large fire kindled by thefe men. 

The 6th, an obfervatory was ereded on the neighbouring peninfula, and M. Sr. 
Cricy was direded to verify the time-pieces ; but the variation of temperature on land 
was 10 great, that after a few days this gentleman was obliged to return on board with 
the watches. 

The fame day, the 6th of Auguft:, our longboat, which after its damage near Rott- 
neft Ifland had been only temporarily repaired, was hauled on the fand to undergo a 
complete refit. On this work all our carpenters and caulkers were employed : a cer¬ 
tain number of failors were likewife difpatched to cut down wood, and colled what was 
neceffary for our provifion. We had thus a finall camp on fliore, confiding of about 
thirty perfous. The neceffity of providing thefe with water, and the continual trouble 
which the tranfportof that indifpenfible article from the fliip would occafion, gave birth 
to the plan of taking the dill 011 fliore, for the purpofe of diflilling fait water. “ This 
duty,” faysM. Badly, “ was confided to me ; and though the conftrudion of part of 
the apparatus was defedive, I fucceededin obtaining daily about forty quarts of water, 
a quantity amply fufficient for the thirty individuals on lhore. Sea-water, after dillil- 
latiou, is not unpleafant, it has merely an empireumatic flavour, which is diffipated by 
expofure to the atmofphere, and is certainly preferable to the bad water fo frequently 
ufed on board of (hips. 

“ The 
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« The utility of this chymical apparatus, fo evident from the advantage we derived 
from it, fliould caufe it ever to be a part of the equipment of a veflel, efpeciallv on voy¬ 
ages to explore ccafts where water may pofiibly not be found ; in inftances of (hipwreck 
alfc, it might prove the falvation of many lives.’* 

.The 2 2d of Auguft, MeSrs. Faure and Moreau were difpatehed in the greater boat 
to explore the coaft ne2r our anchorage. They were to commence their furvey from 
the point named by M. St. Allouarn, H : gh LandPoint, the point where mine terminated, 
and thence trace the eaftern coaft ot thePeninfula Peron, till again abreaft of this point; 
after which, they were to return to the fhip. The expedition was completed by the 
31ft ; on the arrival of our comrades, we learnt they had discovered a final! bay, fince 
termed the Bay of Attack, lying fouth of High Land Point.' The point which bounds 
it fouthward, larger than the lalt mentioned, was denominated Point Gufehenault, from 
the name of one of the two companions of M. Peron in the hard (hips he endured, 
which will be noticed as we proceed. Farther on, and conftantly advancing fouthward, 
a fecond bay was diicovered called L’Haridan Bay, its fouthem point being named Petit 
Point, from one of our unfortunate companions. Eaftward of Cape Petit they difeo- 
vered a tolerably large ifland, of which they merely examined the weftern coaft ; it 
was denominated, from the geographer by whom it wasfirftdiftinguiflied, and who drew 
a chart of its coaft, Faure Ifland. Hence proceeding fouthward, another bay or large 
harbour prefented itfelf, the foundings of which were taken ; it is feparated rrom the 
preceding only by an ifthinus, termed, from the fecond do&or of the Geographe, 
11 cfb r* 

Afcending afterwards towards the north, the party found large fand banks coveted 
with turtle, and thence denominated Turtle Banks. Induced by the eafe with which 
they might be taken, a landing to procure 1 ‘ome was eflefted on Faure Ifland, and in 
lefs than three hours fifteen were turned, weighing from 122 to 147 kilogrammes 
each. Laden with this valuable cargo they returned on board. The large harbour 
above noticed, not fo deep, but more fpacious than that on the weft, received its name 
from Captain Hamelin, with univerfal confenr. _ 

Our provifions were now nearly exhaufted, and no intelligence of the Geographe 
had yet been received. All that depended on the captain towards effeaing ajimdion 
with that veiTel by a ftria obfervancc of his orders, had been done ; and no hope now 
remained of falling in with it, but by a return to the place whence he had fet out, a 

meafure he refolved to put in immediate execution. . 

Wo in onnfontK'nrp wot under weieh the 4th of September, firft for Innor, alter 
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fliould ftill be preferved not with landing its impropriety. This is rightly done perhaps, 
as it prevents the ill confequences of changes in nautical names. 

St AHouarn in the Gros Ventre, armed en flute, vifited thefe (hores in the year 
, 77 2, and made himfelf acquainted with the land north of the pemnfula. He gave the 
name of High Land Point to the molt northern cape of this pemnfula, but left this part 
without determining any other portion of the geography of Endraght sLand. 

r i he refult of our labours is : that we have nearly afcertamed the lo called bay of 
Sharks to be a great bight, fifty leagues in depth, taken from Cape Cuvier northward 
to the (but hern extremity of the gulf Frejcmfi \ t hat ail the eastern cos.it is excLuiVvcly 
formed by the continent, and the weltern of the iflet Koks, the iflands Dorre and Ber¬ 
nier, Dampier’s Reef, the great ifland Dirk Hartighs, and a portion of the continent. 
All the middle part of this bight is occupied by the great continental peninfula, eaft and 
weft of which the harbours of Hamelin and Freydiid are fituate. 

It were fuperfiuous, after the picture of thefe fhores prefented by M. Peron in the 
fixth chapter, I Ihould recapitulate their miferable fterility; fuftke it I obferve, that 
what that naturalift has ftated of the phyftcal conftitution and various predictions of 
Bernier Ifland, is itrictly applicable to the other iflands and to the main. In every part 
Livers of fand impofeon calcareous rocks of lefs or greater elevation : in every part the 
fame fcarcity of frelh water exifts, the fame aridity, and fimilar deftitution of vegetable 
productions! Like alfo is the fea zoology, and that of the land, fave in thefe inftances: 
the kangaroo is of a larger fpccies on the continent, and the human race and the dog 
are found there alone. Of weak organization and very thinly fcattered, man here pre- 
fents the fame character, with refpect to his conformation and focial habitude, as we 
fliall have occafton eifewhere to notice. 

Seen with a failor’s eye, this portion of Endraght’s Land prefents good anchorage in 
Dampier Bay, is capable of furnilhing wood, and an eftimable ftock of provifions in the 
turtle with which it abounds. Commercially viewed, the vaft abundance of whales 
which refort to it render fafe any extent of fpecularion in the fiftiery of this animal; and 
while the mariners employed might by the ufe of alembics, at no other expence than 
time, find a fubftitute for fprings, which are wholly watfting, in the frefh water from 
the fea, the plenteoufnefs of fifli and turtle would fecure them excellent and healthy 
food : pearls alfo might, probably, with a little induftry in feeking them, be found to 
repay with ufury the adventurer’s toil. 

As before noticed we failed on the 4th of September from Shark’s Bay for Timor. 
By two in the afternoon we gained the middle of the paffage of the Naturalifte, and loft 
fight of the iflands Dorre and Bernier at feven in the evening. 

The 15 th we diftinguilhed New Saboo, three and half miles diftant north-north-eaft. 
The 16th at dawn we made Great Saboo, and fleered fo as to pafs between it and the 
iflet Benzoard, which ftrait we entered at nine in the morning. The fouthern part of 
Great Saboo is very high ; its mountains, which decline towards the fea-fhore, are co¬ 
vered with dwellings and beautiful forefts, above the level of the generality of trees, in 
which tower loftily the palm and cocoa. Many of thefe laft trees alfo are feen on the 
beach, their roots walhed by the waves. We coaftedfo clofely along this fliore as to 
diftinguilh the natives on the ftrand. The ifland is about fix leagues wide; its north- 
weft coaft is ftill more lofty than the fouthern, and is alfo fuperior in fertility and beauty. 

The ifland Benzoard, oppofite to Great Saboo, where longeft is but five leagues in 
length. It is, like its neighbour, lofty, and well covered with Wood and inhabitants. 
Oathe 20th September, at day-break, we difeovered the ifle Simao to the eaftward, 
a 9 and 
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and beyond it, at a great diftance, the lofty mountains of Timor. In the evening we had 
fight of the iilands Tico and Rotti. 

The lands of Simao, though lofty, are lefs fo than thofe of Great Saboo. This 
ifland is woody, and interfered by chains of mountains, running in different directions. 
The foil of the fouthern part is of a ftrong reddilh colour. 

Rotti likewife is elevated. The iflet Tico is low, but well wooded : it appears to be 
furrounded by a fine flat fandy fhore. 

Thefe iflands, altogether, in form and in healthy vegetation by which they are co¬ 
vered, prefentthe moft perfect contrail when compared with the low, fterile, and defert 

fhores of New Holland. ^ 

The 21 ft of September we failed to the north of Rotti to gain the roadfted of Coo- 
pang. By a quarter paft fix we were near enough to diftinguilh a three-malted veflel 
at anchor in the harbour. By half paft feven I was dirpatched in the long boat to ac¬ 
quaint the governor with our objeft in vifiting Coopang. When at diftance from the 
fhip I faw a boat fleering from Ihore with the French flag ; it was commanded by, my 
brother. I then learnt that the Geographe had been upwards of a month at Coopang, 
and that, from theinftant of our reparation in the Bay of the Geographe, our colleagues 
had experienced on our account the greateft anxiety. At length, by one in the after¬ 
noon, we anchored near our confort. Thus, two Ihips, defigned aiid inftrufted to a& 
together, after fuch a long and diftreffmg reparation, a reparation totally owing to the 
mif-computation and bad management of the commander in chief, by efted of hazard 
were once again united. 

BOOK in. 

FROM TIMOR TO FORT JACKSON^ INCLUSIVELY* 


CHAP. SI. — Courfe from Timor to the South Cape of Diemen's hand, 

[From the 13th November 1801, to the 13th January 1802.3 

IN the tth chapter we have noticed that our commander, even on the outfet of his 
voyage, had totally inverted the general plan of operations fketched by .government ; 
that, inftead of proceeding to double the South Cape, he had gone towards that of 
Leuwin, and had employed the whole of his firft voyage 111 vifmng the feuth-weftem 
coaft of New Holland. The natural courfe of events, and of the feafons, now, there¬ 
fore direded us to the fouthern extremity of Diemen’s Land; and thither-towards, 1 
fa£t did we fteer on leaving Timor. Meeting long with calms and contrary winds, 
we experienced much difficulty in doubling Cape Leuwm, but at length this was ef¬ 
fected in the beginning of January : at the lame time, we were greeted by ftrong ga es 
from the weft-Lrth-weft, which carried us rapidly towards the fouthern coafts of 
Diemen’s Land; and the 13th January we difeovered the foggy fummits of the 

‘TSLiaSK about to render of the chief incidents of this irkfimm 
vovage I deem it right to lay greater ftrefs on the fea animals vve faw, fiom their lilt 
torv prefenring details equally valuable to the naturahft and the navigator. In tact, 
the 1 conftancv of refort of thefe animals to certain fpots, may frequently furmfli the 
latter with ufeful indications of the neighbourhood, or diftance of land. 1 he immor¬ 
tal Cook gave much attention to remarks of this kind; and M. de Fleteieu, in his 
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valuable appendix to the voyage of Marchand, confidered it of confequence to treat 
efpecially on this fubjeft. This part of his work, which may be regarded as an abridg¬ 
ment of Pelagic Zoology, is certainly of its kind the belt guide an enlightened navi¬ 
gator, or even a naturalift can follow. 

The 14th November the iky was covered with vapour, the barometer fcarcely main¬ 
tained itfelf at 2 8 p i* ; the thermometer was 23,5° # ; the hygrometer indicated 97 
of moifture. Our numerous fick were great fufferers from this humid and hot 
temperature ; and this day died the niafter’s mate of the Naturalifte, M. Savarj . ^ 

The 15th, we ourfelves loft the unfortunate Sautier, our firft journeyman gardener, 
an active and laborious man. . 

The fame day we faw a water-fpout in the diftance, on the 16th we again law 
another in the evening, and at night we paffed the Great Saboo. 

The 17th, in the morning, we were abreaft of Benzoard Ifland, and, foon after 
palling it, difcovered New Saboo. This ifland rifes but little above the waves, which 
break around it: ftill its furface is chearful; it feems covered with verdure, and 
pretty groves of trees upon it occalionally falute the eye. New Saboo is uninhabited, 
and is remarkable for an enormous rock near one of its points, which, at a diftance, 
feems as if pierced by a large opening. The unhealthy temperature ftill continued : 
the condition of our fick became more ferious ; and at eight in the evening we loft 
Francis Courroyer, one of the moft robufl men, and one of the bell fteerfmen in the 
fliip. 

This day numerous flights of boobies hovered about our fhip, apparently from the 
iflands we had in fight. Thefe birds from this day conflantiy accompanied, us to the 
30th November, travelling with us the fpace comprized between the loth and 15th 
degree of fouth latitude, a diftance of nearly 125 marine leagues from fhore. This 
remark confirms indeed the obfervations of Lafeulllee, Cook, and Forfter, on the 
uncertainty of the indication of neighbouring land deduced from the fight of birds 
of this defcription : though it is equally certain that we never .diftinguifhed any fpecies 
of booby in large flights at open fea ; and the voyage I deferibe affords a proof of 
this * for after paffing the iflands Saboo, we failed conflantiy at diftance from land, 
yet faw, after being left bv thefe, no others till within the neighbourhood of Diemen’s 
Land, when their mimberlefs legions prefented themfelves to our fight nearly at the 
fame inftant with the lofty mountains of that great ifland. With few exceptions* 
therefore, the appearance of boobies may be looked upon as a very probable indication 
of fome neighbouring land; and to the navigator, who fails in unknown Teas, is this 
indication efpecially valuable* The fpecies of booby in queftion being new, I have 
deferibed if under the denomination of Sula Sabuenfis, (booby of the Saboo Iflands)* 

The 1 3 th November, Maria Hubert, gunner, died on board the Naturalifte. 

The ipthj we ourfelves gave to the waves one of our beft Tailors, called Pougens* 
At this period we were fo much incommoded with heat, and our ratio of water 
was fo final!, that feme unfortunate beings were even feen to drink their urine. All 
that the phyfician could fay to induce our chief to increafe for the inftant the allow¬ 
ance of water, which might fo eafily be diminithed on approaching to colder climates, 
was ufdefs. It is painful to me to notice fuch matters ; but, in voyages of this 
defeription, the lelfon afforded by misfortune ftiould not be omitted nor forgotten : 
the moft celebrated navigators have juftly reckoned a privation of water one of the moft: 
potent predifpofing caufes of icurvy on long voyages; and as we ftiall fhortly have 
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to detail our participation in this malady, would it not be criminal in me to pafs over 
a arcumltance which relates fo materially to this difaftrous epidemy ? 

. T hf. 2ot L-)y e & w a multitude of phyfales on the furface of the fea, an animal whofe 
interefting hiftory is given in the 3 d chapter. This fpecies appeared to me different 
from that feen in the Atlantic Ocean : I have defcribed it under the title Phyfalia 
aultralis, and have made minute and numerous refearches into the organization of this 

imguiai animal* the minutiae of which will be given in the zoological portion of our 
voyage* ° r 

tv.t ^ ,. 22 d November, another of our unfortunate gunners died, of the name of 
Men telle. AH was now conftemation: twenty-five men were on the ficfc lift, and 
many of them, among which were Meffrs. Depuch and Mange, were very ill; happily, 
m proportion as we advanced towards the fouth, the heat became lefs troublefome, 
and our nek mended. 

TTr X ? e 2 f h) We faw for the firft tIme f°me ftorm birds, (Procellaria P elagica,Lin.) 
We faw them m i 4 ° lat. fouth. The 7 th December, in i 7 °; and the iff January 1802, 
^34 * faw others * in the laft latitude they are very rarely vifibie. 

The 25th of November we caught a fhark ten feet long, which afforded us a new 
ipecimen or the prodigious irritability of thefe Indeed* ten minutes after its head 
was cut oft, and its heart and vifeera torn out, when, in order to wafli it at the pump, 
the men vveie about to drag it forward by the tail, it raifed its body with great quick- 
nefs and ftrength, and made fuch violent efforts, that feveral men were nearly thrown 
down by its exertions. In our paffage from Europe to the Ifle of France, I had before 
remarked, in an animal of this genus, a ftill greater irritability. A fhark being caught, 
more than two hours after it had been cut open, and its vifeera and heart had been 
torn out and thrown into the fea, a failor went to cut off its tail; but fcarcely had the 
knife penetrated the flefh, before the fhark contracted itfelf greatly, made feveral 
bounds, and continued to move until its tail was cut off with an hatchet. 

The 26th, in the evening, on hailing the Naturalifte we learnt that, with refpea to 
fick, flie was not more fortunate than us; and that, independently of thofe we have 
noticed, they had loft Bourgeois of Havre, a youth equally diftinguifhed for his eftimable 
qualities as his excellent education : on the fame day, we threw into the fea a failor 
named lyes, finally. Captain Hamelin informed us that he had ftill eighteen men on 
the fick lift, among which M. Levillain, who every day became worfe and worfe. The 
bad news we received was more than equalled by that we had to communicate; after 
which the two veffels parted. 

'I he 27th we faw vaft numbers of flying-filh; thefe again made their appearance 
the 30th November, the ill and 2d December, between 14 and 19 0 of latitude. 

The ad December we obferved the firft Tropic bird, (Photon, iEthereus, Linn.) 
the moft beautiful of the equatorial fea fowl; the 22d we again faw others; and, on 
this laft day, we paffed the tropic of Capricorn. Thus then this portion of our re¬ 
marks corroborates what is fo eloquently obferved by Buffon refpeffing the limits of 
the refort of this interefting bird : “ Harneffed to the chariot of the fun in the burn¬ 
ing zone which limits the tropics, perpetually flying beneath this torrid Iky, without 
ever wandering from the two extreme limits of the courfe of that brilliant 
luminary, it announces to navigators their approaching paffage beneath thofe celeftial 
figns 

O 

The 1 ith December, in 21° of latitude fouth ioi° eaft of Paris, we diftinguiflied a 
peterel, the moft elegant of the antarffic fea fowl, and that which has fo repeatedly 

* Which ate ** thofe celeflial figns P* the paffage fo far from meriting the epithet of elegant, borderj 
ftrongly on arrant nonfenfe. Tn. 
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been defcribed in the relations of ancient and modern travellers, l ne i *U n ecem- 
ber, we again faw others, and as we had on the fame day obierved trop*c 11 s > 1 
refults that the two birds may be feen at the fame fpot: the one, exclusively an in a- 
bitant of the antanSic regions, delights in icy climates, fogs, ahd tempeus , w n E1 ^ 

other, chained, as BufFon describes, to the chariot of the fun, chenflres the cam o 
the tropics and their ardent temperature. lM'om thefe obfervattons, ’ °| n l 
Cook, who in his fecond voyage, met with petrels on this fide 30 , it le u ts tm t ^ 
limits fixed by Linmeus for the habitation of thefe birds fiiouId be places nea^i l 
the equatorial regions than 4°% beyond which the celebrated Swedifn natoia 1 ^ 

cftablidled their confines. We moreover obferved them in great numbers the whole 
length of Leuwin’s Land, and even in the bay of the Geographe, in 33 . 

The 12th December, for the fifth time, we paffed the tropic of Capricorn. Already 
the temperature did not exceed 17’; the barometer from 28’ 1’ had progreflively h ca 
to a8 p 3'. On this day we loft our mafler-fail-maker, a very refpettable man, in 
efteem with the whole of the officers and crew. . 

The 25th we faw fome grey petrels, (Procellariagrira, Linn.); we diRmguifliea 
others again on the 29th, 30th,' and 31ft of the fame month, in latitude 32 and 33 b. 
In fa£t, this it is which Linnaeus aferibes the northern extreme of tile flight or this bird: 
Cook however in his voyage did not meet with them lower than at 3 5. * 

The 29th, the fea appeared covered with janthines, the mofl pleating of teftaceous 
fea mollufce: this ntollufca, by means of a branch of fmall bladders filled with air, 
fwims freely on the furface of the water, as we have noticed in chap. 3d. 

On this brilliant fhelhfifii I difeovered a new fpecies of cruRaces of a beautiful 
ultramarine blue; I recognized it for a pinnotheris, and have defcribed it under the 
name of Pinnotheres janthinax This difeovery is fo much the more iniereRing as it 
does not appear that thefe parafite animals have before been noticed in univalve fhells. 

The fame day, 29th December, was the laft of the fufferings and exiftence of my 
colleague M. Levillain. To the cruel dyfentery, that purfued him from our leaving 
Timor, was fuperadded a pernicious fweating fever, (V. diaph. de forri), the fourth 
attack of which was fatal. His body was committed to the waves, which by a Angular 
fatality had already been the fcpulchre of his father and his eldeft brother.^ Ibis 
death occafioned a real furrow in all on board the two flfips ; M. Levillain, in fatt, 
was of an exceedingly mild and gentle character, and had endeared himielf to every 
one. During his Ray at Dampier Bay, he made a beautiful collection of the petrified 
fhell-fifh, which form very extenfive banks on thefe fliores, and tbs Rudy of wliicn is 
rendered the more intereRing from the major part of them having, apparently, their 
living counterparts at the foot of the very rocks they form. 

The 3d January 1802, a violent gale from the wefl-north-wefl fucceeded the flagging 
winds and dead calms we had previoufly for fome time experienced ; the barometer 
rapidly funk from a8 p 3' to zj v io‘» The fky was covered with thick and darkifli 
clouds ; and during the night we had a copious fall of rain. On the iucceeding day 
the wind continued to blow Arong and in violent guRs, the fea was prodigioully 
fwelled, and the pitching of the flfip was very great: but the velocity with which we 
advanced made us bear with plealure thefe appendant inconvenieneies. In midfl of 
the battling waves we law two whales of monflrous fize, which palled clofe by our 
fhip; the fpecies I was, however, unable to afeertain, as they only (hewed themfelves 
for an inRant on the furface, difappearing afterwards, and occafioning a vaR unduia- 
licn at the fpot they left: 

AflTiirgiiiit longo properantes agmine flu&us 
, Mifctrnunqne vadis imis. Sr at. Theb. 


The 
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The 5 th, we found ourfelvcs in lat. 37 s fouth Jong. 117 0 eaft of Paris, Here the great 
equinoctial pe rel, (proceliaria equiaoxiaiis, Linn,) difappeared ; we firft diftinguifhed it 
in about 21 0 of latitude, from which time it had been continually vifible from our fhip; as 
therefore this bird, from the limits of the torrid zone, was feen for 18 0 in advance 
towards the pole, as alfo the range of it is fluted by Edwards, Brown, and Linnasus* 
to extend as far fouth as the latitude of the Cape of Good Hope, and even that or 
New Zealand, it muft be allowed that no name could have been given to this fpecies 
lefs faked to it than that of equinoxiah 

The blowing weather continued during the 6th and 7th : on the latter day we were 
in lat. 39 0 fourh, long- t zo° : the thermometer denoted io° of heat only and a lively 
fenfation of cold obliged us to put on our winter clothing* We, on thefe days, for 
the firft time, had fight of the albatrofs, defcribed by Forfler, of a chocolate colour, 

(Dlomedia fpadicea.) As early as the 4th we had feen in lat. 35 0 , the common alba¬ 
trofs, (Diomedia exulans, Linn,) the largefl of antarfltic fea fowl; and of this we 
obferved the two varieties white and brown, which pofiibly it might be well to regard 
as two dill 111 cl fpecles, as I fhalf endeavour elfewhere to prove them to be. Some of 
thefe birds meahired upwards of ten feet between the extremities of the extended 
wings* The chocolate-coloured albatrofs, as to Forfler, feemed to us to be frnallef 
than the common one, Thefe animals followed our fhips till within fight of Diemen's 
Land, and the number of them appeared to increase in proportion as we advanced 
towards the cold and foggy climates in which they chieHy dwell. 

Many interefting animals prefented themfelves to my obfervation during the 9th* 
The firft were thofe large brown gulls, (harus cataraftes,Linn.)known to mariners by the 
name of fboanakers, and Port Lgmont fowls- Cook faw legions of them in midfl or 
the fields of ice which limited his hazardous voyage in 64° fouth. Next to the albatrofs, 
this fpecies of gull is the moft powerful fea-fowl of the antardlic regions. 

The other flocks of birds feen on the 9th, were the fea-fwallow ^Sterna), or which 
were three fpecies, the fterna obfeura, Linn.; anew fpecies defcribed by me under the 
name of fterna melanofania, on account of the black colour of its body ; and another, 
alike unknown to nature lifts, but which refembles the fterna cafpia, Linn, and which 
I denominated fterna cafpicides. On the fame day we perceived 011 the waves an 
enormous fpecies of fepia, pofiibly of the genus cal mar, (Loligo, La mark) of the fize 
of a butt or pipe ; it rolled on the waves with much noife ; and its long arms, fpread 
over their furface, and in conftant motion, relembled fo many enormous reptiles. 
Each of its arms were more than fix or feven feet long, by from feven to eight 
inches in diameter. It is, doubtlefs, to fome animal of this family that Don 
Fernetty does not hefitate to attribute fuch prodigious dimentions, fuch an enormous 
■ weight that, fays he, fliould it happen to fallen itfelf to the upper rigging of a fiiip by 
climbing the fhfouds, it might occafion its overfetting :—a child ifh tale, no doubt, 
but very poftibiy derived from the appearance of fome animal of extraordinary fize 

of this genus. i 

The 10th January the wind ftill continued to blow hard; I difeovered a new fpecies 
of gull, which 1 defcribed under the name of larus melanopterus, on account of its 
black wings. The feme day we faw, for the firft time, fwimming on the furface of 
the waves, heaps of fucus gigantinus. It is not without reafon this fea-plant has re¬ 
ceived this fpecific denomination; for at an after period I faw many branches of it, 
not lefs than from two to three hundred feet long. I fhall, on noticing this again. 
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defcribe by what means nature is enabled to raife thefe long branches from the bottom 
of the fea, and how (he qualifies them to float on its furface. 

The 1 ith, I defcribed, under the title of the white muzzled dolphin (Delphinus Leu- 
coramphus) a new fpecies of dolphin, which M. de Lacepede, in his hiiloryof cetaceous 
animals, has diftinguiflied by my name (Delphinus PeroniiJ. A phenomenon, cer¬ 
tainly worthy of much attention, is that tendency remarked in all animals of becoming 
white in proportion to the nearnefs of their abode towards the pole. Thus, in the fame 
regions which produce white foxes, white bears, &c. # ; the white dolphin is likewife 
found Delphinus leucas, Linn.; and in high fouthern latitudes, befides the D. Leuco- 
ratnphus, which I have noticed, there exifts a fecond fpecies of the fame genus, firft 
obferved by Commerfon, and afterwards by Forfter, the body of which is white, and 
only retains fame few fpots of a blueilh brown. 

The 12th of January we reckoned ourfelves in 44° of latitude fouth; longitude 141® 
27' ealt of Paris; we were confequently not far from Diemen’s Land. In the night we 
had a heavy fall of rain and abundance of hail; the next morning early, after a voyage 
of fixty-one days, we difcovered the firft lofty fummits of that great ifland. 

CHAP. XII. — Southern Part of Diemen’s Land. 

[From the 13th of January to the 17th of February, 1802.J 

THE 13th of January, at day-break, we had fight of land, bearing from N. N. E. 
to E. N. E. At eight o’clock we were abreaft of the fouth-weft cape; Ihortly after we 
diftinguiflied the fmall iflands Witt, and the folitary Mewftone rock. From eight 
o’clock rill noon we failed vapidly along the fouthern extremity of Diemen’s Land. 
At noon we doubled the fouth cape, the ultimate point of the world in the eaftern 
hetilifphere (towards the fouth). The Swilly and Eddyftone rocks then bore fouth of 
us, fcarcely within the fcope of fight. In the mean time the looks of all were directed 
towards the land ; we beheld with admiration thofe lofty mountains which nature, like 
fo many bulwarks of granite, feemed to oppofe to the raging of the ocean, the 
which thence llretches to the icy regions of the antarctic pole. We viewed with delight 
thofe widely fpreading plateaux of the interior, riling in amphitheatric form over all its 
furface, and cloaihed in every part by deep umbrageous woods. The fea, in the 
interim, was rough, the wind blew with great force and in gufts from the fouth-wefl:; 
the temperature of the atmofphere was cold, the air Foggy, and long fcarfs of vapor 
extended over the greyifh flanks of the mountains and the forefts. The fog was Ihortly 
after fucceeded by heavy rain, by hail, and fleet; boobies, and gulls, and cormorants, 
and fternse, in numberlefs legions from the neighbouring rocks, flew round about our 
fhips, and mingled their piercing fcrearns with the roaring of the angered waves j a long 
file of white muzzled dolphins, with many others of the cetaceous tribe, performed 
their evolutions around us ; in Ihort, every thing feemed to unite in imprefling a degree 
of folemnity on our making thefe coafts; all announced our touching the extremity of 
the fouthern world. 

The Boriel Iflands were diftinguiflied at half-pad: twelve, forming the mod fouthern 
point of Storm Bay. The commander fignaled Captain Hamelin to advance into the 
channel Dentrecafteaux. Scarcely was this effected before a large reef of rocks was 
perceived, which obliged the Naturalifte to keep clofe to the wind on the ftarboard. 


* Add to which the white crow, white fparrow, &c. 
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and make for fea; we followed her example. At this time there fell abundance of 
fleet; the guft of wind encreafed in impetuofity, and we were under neceflity of reefing 
moft of our fails; at length we fucceeded in doubling the rocks in front of the Barren 
Iflands. Steering now for Cape Brany. we threaded the channel, keeping clofe as pof- 
fible to Cape Labillardiere. At half-pad four we anchored in the great bay, w th 
twenty-three fathoms water and a muddy bottom, the ifiand of Partridges lying ead of 
our anchorage about a mile didant. 

Of all the difcoveries of modern date made on Diemen’s Land, that of Dentrecadeaux 
Channel is, indifputably, the mod dngular and important. After efcaping the notice 
fucceflively of Jafman, Furneaux, Cook, Marion, Cox, Hunter, and Bligh, it was merely 
by an error which might have been fatal that it was found by the French admiral. 

In the general description I have to give in another place of Diemen’s Land, I {hall 
more particularly dwell on the channel Dentrecadeaux: it will be fufEcient here I 
fiiould prefent the chief events which occurred during our day, and our operations at 
this fpot. 

The principal object of our anchoring at this extremity of Diemen’s Land being to 
renew our dock of water, the commander hadened the expedition of boats to diderent 
points in fearch of this indifpenfable article. M. H. Freycinft, with this view, being 
difpatched to the river Huon and the port of Swans, was accompanied by M. Lefueur 

and myfelf. / 

At nine o’clock we palled the fmall idand neared the entrance of the port; it is 
covered with verdure, trees, and fit rubs, which give it the appearance of a beautiful 
plantation. At half-pad nine we reached the port of Swans. Of all the places I faw 
in the courfe of our long voyage, this, to me, appeared the mod pi&urefque and pleaf- 
ing- The extremity of the port prefents a prol'peS of feven tiers of mountains rifing 
by gradation one above the other; on the right and left it is furrounded by lofty hills 
which terminate in a number of little promontories that form between them various 
fmall but romantic harbours. Every where the mod lively vegetation greets the eye 
with multiplied productions ; the fliores are bordered by large trees, perpetually green, 
and fo clofe together as to prefent foreds almod impenetrable. Innumerous flights of 
paroquets, and cockatoos, of mod beautiful and variegated plumage, fluttered round 
their fummits, and the lively titmoufe, with its collar of ultramarine, frolicked beneath 
their fliade. The water in this port was exceedingly tranquil, and numbers of black 
fwans fwam with majefly on its furface. 

While yet abforbed in the pleafing contemplation of this picture before us, we were 
drawn from our reverie by cries proceeding from the right bank of the port, neared to 
which bank we were. Turning our eyes to that quarter, we didmguiftied two favages 
running along the Ihore, each making figns of great furprife and admiration; one of 
them had a burning torch in his hand made of bark. We hailed them by imitating 
their cries, and deered for the fliore ; but indead of waiting for us, they plunged into 

the fored, and dilappeared. , ,. , . - 

Purfuing our courfe we arrived at a fmall inlet, at the bottom of which was a pleanng 
valley,promiffory of fredi water: this determined M. FreycinCt on landing here. We 
had hardly fet foot on diore before we faw two natives on the fummit of an almod per¬ 
pendicular hill. On our making friendly figns one of them deicended with rapidity 
from the top of the rock, and was with us in an indant. He was a young man from 
twenty-two to twenty-four years of age, of a robud conditution, and without any delect 
but that denderncfs of the legs and arms character!die of his race. His countenance 
pofiefled nothing audere, or brutal j his eyes were lively and fparkling, and his looks 
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expreffed at once benevolence and furprife. M. FreycinCt and myfelf embraced him, 
but by the indifference he (hewed on the occafion, it was evident that he comprehended 
nothing of this token of friendlhip. What at firil feemed moft to (Inke him was the 
whitenefs of our Ikin : anxious no doubt ol afcertaining whether the whole ot our 
body was of this complexion, he unbuttoned the waiftcoats of one after the oilier, and 
opened our (him; his aftonifhment on verifying the fa£t was fignified by loud excla¬ 
mations of furprife, and efpecially by an exceedingly quick motion of the feet. 

Still, our boat feemed to engage his attention even more Man our perfons; and after 
employing feme few feconds in examining us, he fprang into it. There, without re¬ 
garding the failors it contained, he feemed, as it were, ablbibed in contemplation of this 
new fubject of wonder : the thicknefs of the ribs and the fcantling, the folidity of its 
ftructure, its rudder, oars, mafts, and fails, all were examined with that fiience and 
deep attention which are the moft unequivocal figns of intereft and deliberate admira¬ 
tion. At this inftant one of the gunners, inclined no doubt to add to his amazement, 
presented him a glafs bottle full of arrack. The pe'ilucidity of the glafs at firft occa- 
fioned an exclamation of furprife from the favage, who took, the bottle, and examined 
it for fome feconds ; but foon, his curiofity reverting to the long boat, he threw the 
bottle into the fea, without apparently other intention than ridding himfelf of an in¬ 
different objeCt; he then continued his examination of the one more interefting. 
Neither the cries of the failor, who lamented the lofs of the bottle of arrack, nor the 
preparation of one of his comrades to throw himfelf into the water to dive for it, ap¬ 
peared to caufe in him the leaft emotion: he repeatedly attempted to pufli the boat off 
the fhore, but finding his efforts vain, in confequence of its being moored to the fliore, 
he left the boat, and rejoined us, after having given the moft ftriking evidence we met 
with any where among favages ot attention and reflection. 

On reaching the fummit of the hill I before noticed, M, FreycinQ; and myfelf found 
there the other native: he was a man about fifty years of age ; his beard and hair was 
grey ; his countenance, like that of the young man, frank and open; through fymp- 
toms of fear.and confufion, by no means of dubious nature, we readily dillinguithed 
candour and goodnefs of heart. This old man, after examining both of us, with 
furprife and fatisf'aClion equal to that exhibited by the other; and after verifying like 
him the colour of our (kin, made a fign to two women who flood afide to approach; 
they hefitated a few feconds, after which the eld eft came towards us ; lhe was followed 
by the youugeft, more timid and confuf, d than the former ; the one appeared about 
forty years old, 5 and large wrinkles of the belly announced her the mother of feveral 
children; (he was entirely naked, and like the old man, feemed kind and benevolent. 
The younger woman, about fix or eigbt-and-twenty, was tolerably (lout, and alfo en¬ 
tirely naked, if a (kin of a kanguvoo be excepted formed into a bag, in which lhe car¬ 
ried a little girl, then at the bread. Her bread, already foinewhat withered, was yet 
of pretty regular conformation, and well fupplied with milk. This young woman had 
a countenance interefting as that of her father and mother; her eyes poffefl’ed expreflion, 
and fomewhat fo lively as furprifed us; fuch fpirit indeed as we obferved afterwards in 
no other woman of this country: (he feemed moreover extremely fond of her child, 
and the care for it (lie exhibited was of that gentle and affectionate character noticeable 
every where as the peculiar attribute of mothers. , 4 

We loaded this interefting family with prefents, but remarked in this, as in a variety 
of other fimilar in (lances among this people, that whatever we offered was received 
with the greatell indifference. 

In the mean time M. FreycinCt, anxious to afeertain as foon as poffible the reality or 

8 wrong 
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wrong of his conje&ures refpefling the exiRenee of a rivulet of frefh water in the val¬ 
ley, fet off with feveral men for the purpofe. M. Lefueur likewife went, on a hunting 
excurfion j while 1 remained with the favages, employed in obferving and deferibing 
their phyfical conftitution, and in collecting fome words of their language. The young 
man noticing that our failors were defirous of kindling a fire, bulled himfelf in col- 
letting branches of trees around us; and, with a kind of torch which he had on the 
ground, clofe to the fpot where we were, he made in an inftant a blazing fire; this was 
the more grateful to us from the cold, the thermometer not exceeding at that period 
9 0 *. At this inRant, the young woman expreflld lingular furprife on feeing one of the 
failors pull off and put a glove in his pocket ; by her expreffions and geft ures we 
learnt, that flie concluded the gloves to be a living (kin which could be taken off and 
refumed at pleafure. We laughed heartily at her error; but not fo at a trick of the 
old man which immediately followed : he had feized our bottle of arrack; and as it 
contained the chief of our drink, I was obliged to make him reRore it; a circumRance 
which feemed to give him umbrage ; for he foon after departed with his family, not- 
wilhRanding all my attempts to detain him longer. 

I then d^fcended to the fhore : it was low water, and in lefs than two hours I col¬ 
lected more than forty new fpecies of mollufcae, fhell and cruRaceous fith, and fifh of 
other kinds. Of thefe I fhall deferibe feveral in the zoological part of the defeription 
of Diemen’s Land, which, by their fize, colour, csconomical ufe, or importance with 
natnraliRs, deferve particular attention. 

On returning to the fpot where the long boat was moored, I learnt that M. Frey duff 
had not been able to meet with frelh water, although he had had a long and fatiguing 
excurfion up the valley. M. Lefueur had on his different expedition been more for¬ 
tunate ; he brought back with him twelve fpecies of birds, three of which of the parrot 
kind, and the pretty titmoufe with a blue head and neck. The failors in our abfence 
had prepared our frugal meal : this we fpeediiy finiflied, and immediately fet oft' for 
another part of the coaR, where we hoped to meet with frelh water. We foon came 
to an abode of the natives, if that term can be applied to fimple fereens againft the wind 
formed of the bark of trees, difpofed in a femicirde, and leaning againft a few dry 
branches : a fhelter fo fragile was evidently of no utility but as a protection againft 
the wind ; and, accordingly, I remarked that the convex fide wasoppofed to theS. W., 
from which quarter on this coaft it blows moft conftantly, with keeneft Iharpnefs, and 
the greateft violence. In front of this wretched ajoupa were the veftiges oi a recently 
extinguiffiei fire ; and large heaps of ovfterdhells, and (hells of the haliotis gigamia were 
visible at a (hort diftance, exhaling, owing to the remains of the animals contained within 
them, a moft naufeous, putrid fmell. On the margin of the bay were two pirogues, each 
formed of three rolls of bark, coarfely joined together by things of fimilar fubftaiice. 

Thefe fereens, this recently extinguifhed fire, thefe fiiells, and pirogues, admitted 
not a doubt with us, that the Family we recently had had an interview with dwelt on 
this part of the coaft. In fact, the fume individuals ere long were feen advancing to¬ 
wards us by the fhore. As foon as they perceived us they uttered loud and joyful ex¬ 
clamations^ and encreafed their fpeed to join us. Their number was encreafed by the 
addition of a young girl, from fixteen to feventeen years of age, a boy of four or five, 
and a little girl of three or four. This family was therefore compofed of nine perfons, 
the two eldeit of which appeared to us to be the father and mother : the young man 
and his wife, who feemed to us at the fame lime brother and filter, the young girl 
their After, and the four infants their children. 

* 4 S.J® of Fahrenheit. 
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This family was then on its return from fifliing : their fuccefs had doubtlefs been 
great, for almoft every one was loaded with {hell-filh, chiefly of the large fpecies of 
haliotis peculiar to this coaft. The old man, taking M. Freycinct by the hand, made 
flgn to us to follow him, and led us to the wretched cabin we had juft quitted. In an 
inftant the lire was kindled, and after repeating to us feveral times, midi medi (fit down, 
fit down), which we did, the favages fquatted on their heels, and each prepared to enjoy 
the fruit of their fifliery. The cooking was neither tedious nor difficut : tbefe large 
fli el Is were placed on the fire, and the filh thus roafted in its cell, of which we tailed, 
feenied to us very tender and juicy. 

While our good people were thus taking their fimple meal, we felt inclined to treat 
them with niufic, lefs certainly in view of diverting them, than to notice the effect of 
our finging on their mind and organs. In this view we felected that hymn fo unhappily 
proftituted during the revolution, but fo full of warmth and enthufiaftn, and fo well 
adapted for its object. At firft the favages feerned more confufed than furprized, but 
after an inftant of fufpenfe they liftened attentively : their meal was forgot, and their 
fatisfadlion was manifefted by contorlions and geftures, fo whimfical, that it was bur- 
thenfome to us to refrain from laughing. For their part it was equally difficult for them 
to ftifle during the fong the enthufiafm with which it aftefted them ; but fcarcely was 
the firft ftrophe ended before exclamations of rapture were uttered by every one ; the 
young man efpecially was almofl: phrenzied ; he tore his hair, fcratched his head with 
both hands, agitated himfelf in a hundred different ways, and repeatedly iterated his 
approving clamour. After this vigorous and warlike fong, we gave foine light and 
tender airs : the favages appeared to conceive their meaning ; but it was eafy for us to 
perceive that mufic of this description affeds their organs but in a flight degree. 

The meal, interrupted by our finging, being at length concluded, fucceeded a far 
more interefting l'cene. The young girl which 1 have noticed made herfelf more and 
more confpicuous every inftant, by the foftnefs of her looks, and their affedlionate and 
lively expreffion. Oura Oura, like her parents, was wholly naked, yet void of fhame 
on this account ; and of a conftitution weaker than that of her brother and filler, {he 
was far more full of life and more impaffioned. M. Freycind, who was feated by her 
fide, appeared to be molt the objed of her attention and finiles, and the leaft experienced 
eye might, in the looks of this innocent pupil of nature, diftinguilh that delicate {hade 
which gives to fimple playfulnefs a more ferious and thoughtful charader. Coquetry 
even was called to the aid of natural attradion, and Oura Oura firft taught us what was 
the paint of thefe regions, and its mode of application. She took fome charcoal into 
her hands, and crufned it in fuch manner as to reduce it to a very fine powder; holding 
this in the left hand, (lie with the right rubbed it over her forehead and both cheeks, 
and in an inftant was frightfully black : what, to us efpecially, feemed highly Angular, 
was the complacency with which, after this operation, ihe feemed to regard us, and 
the confidence this new ornament had impreffed on her phyfiogndmy. May we not 
hence conclude that an inclination for coquetry, a tafte for ornament, are every where 
appendages of the female heart ? 

hile thefe things were palling the little children imitated the grimaces and geftures 
of their parents, and nothing could be more curious than to fee thefe little negroes 
beat the ground quickly with their feet for joy on hearing us fing: they gradually be¬ 
came familiarized, and, at the clofe of the interview, were as free as if they had known 
us for a length of time ; every little prefent we made them created delight, and en- 
creafed their partiality towards us: generally fpeaking, they feemed lively, arch, and 
rickfome. It is interefting to find at the extremity of the globe, and in this ftate of 
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Social organization fo rudely outlined, the felf-fame engaging and amiable charafter, 
which with us diflinguifhes the Arft ft age of life. We have already indicated the re* 
Semblance common to the women of thefe regions with thofe of our own dimes : in 
other women here the fame again will be found, and if, to thefe examples, be fuper* 
added the observations of the raoft efteemed travellers, the important confequence may 
be deduced that the character of women and of children is far more independent than 
that of man on the influence of climate, of the perfection of focial order, and of the 
empire of phyAcal wants than that of man. 

1 he furniture and utenfils of the family were as Ample as fmall in number : a leaf 
of the fucus palmatus folded, and fattened together at the two extremities with a piece 
of wood, ferved for a veflel to drink from ; a chip of granite, as a knife to ftrip the 
trees of bark with or tharpen their fpears ; and a fpatula of wood as an inftrument for 
Separating the thell-fith from the rock : Oura Oura alone had a bag of ruthes, of an 
elegant and Angular manufacture, which I was very anxious to obtain. As this young 
girl regarded me alfo with a very favouring eye, I ventured fto beg it of her ; im¬ 
mediately, and without heAtation, Ihe gave it me, accompanying the prefent with an 
obliging Anile, and an affectionate fpeech, which I much regretted X could not under- 
ftand. In return 1 prefen ted her with a handkerchief and an axe ; the ufe of this I 
fliewed to her brother, and it proved a fource of aftonifhment and admiration to the 
whole family. 

In the mean time night drew on, and we felt difpofed to repair to the boat, to pro¬ 
ceed higher up the port, where we meant to pafs the night. Soon as our new friends 
perceived our intention, they all rofe to accompany us; but, after fome obfervations 
on tlie part of the old man, the old mother, and the young married woman, with all 
the children except the oldeft, remained at the hut. M. Freycind gave his arm to 
Oura Oura; the old man was my mate; M. Lefueur was accompanied by the young 
man ; and M. Brue led the child. Our road lay amidft briars and underwood, and 
our poor favages, being wholly naked, fuffered greatly: the young Oura Oura, in 
particular, was fadly fcratched; but, heedlefs of this, ihe boldly made her way through 
the thicket, chattering with M. Freycinct, and angered at her inability to make herfelf 
underftood; at the fame time accompanying her difeourfe with fportive wiles, and 
fmiles, fo gracious and expreflive, that the moil Aniihed coquetry could not have ren¬ 
dered them more fo. 

On approaching the fpot where we landed, we heard the report of feveral fowling- 
pieces which occaAoned a terrible fright to our kind companions j Oura Oura efpe- 
cially, was dreadfully alarmed, and her fears were with difficulty removed by M. 
Freycinft. He had fcarcely fucceeded, before her trepidation was redoubled by the 
fudden appearance of feveral of our companions from the Naturalifte, whom we were 
far from expeding to meet. Meffrs. L. Freycind, Faure, Breton, and Bailly, who had 
juft before been to reconnoitre the port of La Recherche, had thence proceeded to that 
of Swans, in their purfuit of foft water, but, like us, they had met with none. We 
made our friends acquainted with the kind reception we had experienced from the 
natives, and in confequence they loaded them with prefents; but of thefe none fo much 
pleafed them as a red plume of feathers, which M, Breton prefented to the young 
Oura Oura: (he leaped for joy ; called her father and brothers j made loud excla¬ 
mations j laughed; in fliort. Teemed phrenzied with delight. 

At length we reached the fea-ftde, and embarked in our two boats. Our kind 
Hiemenefe left us not for an inftant; and when we puffied off from ffiore, their forrow 
was manifefted in the moft affeding manner: they invited us, by Agns, to vifit them 
yol. xi. 5 p again j 
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again • and, as if to indicate the fpot, lighted a great fire on the little hill I have beiore 
noticed : they, moil probably, even paffed the night there, lor we perceived the fire 

ft 'lius n ended our firlHnterview with the inhabitants of Diemen’s Land. Th e whole 
of what 1 have related is minutely exact; and afluredly it were difficult to refill the 
toft emotion which fimilar incidents infpire. The flattering confidence reposed in us 
by the inhabitants, the continual kind tefhmomals of benevolence they lavifficd onu * 
the fincerity of their demeanor, the franknefs of their manners, _ their affccting and 
ingenuous careffes, all concurred to excite in us the molt tender intereft. the ciofe 
union of the different individuals of the fame family, the fort of patnaichal life we 
had juft witnefled, made a ftrong impreffion on our minds; I faw with pleafuie not to 
be ex prefled, now realized before me, thofe brilliant defcnptions of happmefs, and the 
iimplicity of nature, of which in youth I had fo often read with even new delight. 
Far was 1 , at that period, from imagining the extent of the privations and wretched- 

nefs neceffarily incident on fuch a Hate. , 

We fteered on, leaving thefe natives for the bottom of the port, and paffed the night 
in a final! cove, where we hoped to find frefh water: but our hopes were again 
deceived ; and the next day we renewed our courfe by day-break, making towards the 
laft creeks of the port. We flionly diffinguiihed immenfe flocks ot black irons, 
fwimming with equal grace and rapidity on the tranquil waves. As the motion ot our 
boat feemed to frighten them, we landed forae marklmen, and I myfelf went on flioie 

for the interior. , „ , „ n . , , . r 

The fpeSacle is extraordinary prefented by thefe deep forelts, ancient daughters ot 

nature and time, in which the ftroke of the axe was never heard, in which vegetation, 
daily rnore enriched from its own productions, advances without impedingent, unfolds 
itfelf at will; and when, at the extremity of the globe, forefts of this defeription prefent 
themfelves, exclufively formed of trees unknown in Europe, of vegetables Angular in 
their organization and various produce, the intereft they excite becomes more lively 
and imprefiive. There perpetually reign a myfterious and folemn Ihadc, a conftant 
cool and penetrative moifture ; there crumble into duft the mighty trees from which 
fo many lhoots uprear their fturdy flems: their old trunks, now lotted by age and 
humidity, are covered with mofs and parafitic lichens: internally they form a iheltei 
for cold reptiles and unnumbered infects; they obftrua every avenue of the forefts; 
crofs each other in all direflions; in every part, like fo many barriers, oppofe the 
progrefs, and multiply the perils of the traveller. Frequently do they fink under the 
weight of the body, and involve the adventurer in their ruins, and ftill more frequently 
does their moift and putrid bark flip from beneath his feet: occafionally they are found 
piled in heaps on each other, and forming natural banks from twenty-five to thir ty 
feet in height; in other parts again fallen acrofs ravines, they prefent fo many bridges 
over ru Ihing torrents, bridges ever to be ufed with caution. 

To this picture of ravage and diforder, to thefe feenes of death and deftruction, 
nature feems to delight in prefenting for contrail whatever her creative power can 
Ihew of impofing. In every direction the furface is covered with beautiful mi mo fas, 
fuperb metrofideros, and correas, till of late unknown in our country, but which now 
form the pride of our Ihrubberies. From the fiiores of the ocean to the fummit of the 
higheft mountains of the interior, we perceive mighty eucalypti, thofe giants of the 
fouthern forefts, many of which are 1 6o to 180 feet (French) high, by a circumference 
of from 25 to 30, and even 36 feet. Bankfise of various fpecies, process, embo- 
ihria, and leptofpermes, difplay themfelves in a beautiful border, Ikirting the forelt. 
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In other parts are feen the eafuarina, fo remarkable for its foliage, fo valuable on 
account of the foGdity and beautiful veins of its wood; the elegant exocarpos, fpread- 
ing its neglefted branches in a hundred different ways, like the cyprefs; the xanthorea, 
whole folitary item rifes 12 or 15 feet from its fcaly and Hunted trunk, a trunk which 
exudes in abundance an odorous refill j the cycas, the nuts of which, enveloped in a 
fcarlet hulk, are fo treacherous and mortal; charming groves of melaleuca, thefium, 
conchyum, and evoda, all equally interefting, either on account of their graceful port, 
the beauteous verdure of their foliage, or the Angularity of their corollas and fruit. In 
midft of fo many unknown obje£ts, the mind is aftonifited, and can hut admire that 
inconceivable fecundity of nature which furnilhes fo many diftinct productions in the 
different climes of the world, productions conftantly fo rich and beautiful. 

On returning to the fliore, I found our fportfmen had had no fuccefs, the fwans 
continually keeping without mufquet-fhot. Embarking, therefore, we followed them 
to the bottom of the port, where we killed two. After this, we landed again to dine, 
and refume our fearch for frefh water. While in this view, M. Freydnct, and feveral 
of our companions, proceeded along the neighbouring lliore, I refolved on traverfing 
fome wide marfhes, which in this part border the port of Swans. I expected, nor was 
I deceived, to find numerous interefting objects ; but in the purfuit of them I was 
nearly buried in the mud. Having, at length, reached the oppofite fide, I made for 
the place where our boat was moored acrols a valley, between the mountains, which 
feemed to me likely to contain fome rivulet. My conjecture was verified, and I had 
the 1 farisfaction of being the firft dilcoverer of a charming little river which contained 
a great number of trout of a new fpecies, and which, running from N. N. W. to 
S. S. E. feemed to defcend from the foot of the mountains, and terminate in the 
mar flies, without any vifibte outlet to the fea. Its courfe was narrow, and its depth at 
this time did not exceed three feet; but the water was frelh and clear. After af'cending 
for fome time the banks of the river, I returned to the boat, where our party were 
already returned, without having found any frelh water. I imparted to them my 
difcovery, and every one was immediately folicitous of verifying my relation. While 
they proceeded to the fpot I defignated* I ate fome mufcles, cooked by our failors in 
fea-water, and found them excellent: all the contiguous rocks were covered with 
them, and here I had the good fortune of difcovering a new fpecies of pinnothere. 
The fpecies of inufcles alfo of which I partook was likewife unknown to our natu- 
ralifts, as indeed were almoft all the zoological produftions of thefe Jhores. 

My companions, on their return, informed me, that having advanced fome diftance 
into the interior to trace the fource of the little river, they had feen feveral hms of 
the inhabitants, which refembled thofe we had before noticed; and that it appeared to 
them, if not impoffible, yet a very difficult matter to water the fliip from this river, as, 
previoufly, a firm road muft be made acrofs the marfli, to roll the cafks over. Of the 
trout fome were brought back fhot by M. Lefueur. Still, notwithftandiug the incon¬ 
venience of the marfli, which renders the river inacceflible, its exiftence is an inrereft- 
ing advantage for the port of Swans, which at fome future period muft infure its being 
made the fite of an European eftabli foment j for the river in queftion will furnifh a 
fupply of water to a colony at every feafon of the year. As a confequence, a road 
over the marfh will then be effected, and veffels may meet with plenty of water. The 
river we termed Fleurieu, in honour of the celebrated hydrographer of that name, the 
chief planner of our voyage, as laid down in chapter ift. 

It was four o’clock when we unmoored to regain our fliips: at this inftant the port 
of Swans prefented itfelf with additional charms: the ferenity of the Iky, the laft rays 
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of the fun refleaed from its waves, the foreft’s /hade, the brown verdure of its foliage; 
the impofing afpeCt of the mountains of the interior, the laft rifmg tiers of which were 
diftinguilhed above the clouds ; the numerous little creeks and inlets diftributed in two 
parallel rows ; flocks of elegant black fwans majeftically fte mining the flood, fhining 
paroquets, graceful titmoufes, and various kinds of fparrows Zinging its requiem to the 
falling orb of day, all contributed to encreafe the natural charms oi this lovely ipot: 
the looks of every one were directed towards the bottom of the port, and every one 
feemed to move with regret from the enchanting fcene before them. 

On our return, I learnt that the fmail boat of the Geographe having gone to filh 
at Bruny ifland, the natives prefen ted themfelves in great numbers ; that, loaded with 
prefents, (hey remained about them molt of the day; that one of our midfliipmen, 
defirous of afcertaining by actual experience the lb much boafted ftrength of favages, 
propofed a wreftling match with one of them, who appeared the molt robull, in which 
match the Diemenefe was repeatedly thrown; that from this inftant to that of our 
departure, an interval of feveral hours, the greateft cordiality continued apparently to 
fubfift ; that loaded anew with prefents, and ftill without any fulpicion being enter¬ 
tained on the part of our friends of any ill defign, when, on the very point of 
embarking, a long fpear, darted from behind a rock, penetrated above the fhoulder- 
blade of M. Maurouard, the midlhipman who had overcome the native in wreftling,- 
and with fuch force as to have pierced through the flelh of the (boulder and the neck. 
The boat’s crew, indignant at fuch cowardly and brutal perfidy, were difpofed to pur- 
fue the favages, in order to take revenge ; but in an inftant they difappeared among 
the rocks and thickets. 

Our fruitlefs fearch after water convinced us that the fources at this feafon of the 
year were dried up in this part; it therefore became requifite to try elfewhere. The 
17th, we proceeded with this purpofe farther down the channel, but a calm, when we 
had doubled Cape Ventenat, obliged us to anchor in nine fathoms, with a muddy bot¬ 
tom. I immediately landed with Meffrs. Freycinct and Montbaazin. 

At the part where we landed, this large ifland is but of little fertility : the trees are fo 
wide afunder as to admit the range of the eye pver a fpace of two or three hundred 
paces; the depth of foil, which is light and Tandy, is inconfiderable; it impofes on 
granite, of which I obtained feveral beautiful fpecimens. Of zoological productions, 
the fruit of our fearch was, divers fpecies of coleopteres, among which two new genera ; 
fome handfome lizards, refembling fcinci, but differing effentially from them in the 
elegance of their form, and in their proportions; many beautiful conch ee, terreftrial as 
well as marine; but efpecially a quadruped, with palmated feet, of the order of nibblers, 
(Rougeurs,) the defcription of which will appear in the zoological part of the work. 

Shortly after our return, the commander himfelf arrived from a flight excurfion on 
the main, in which he had been accompanied by Captain Hamelin, Meffrs. Lefchenaulr, 
and Petit. Thefe gentlemen had again met with the natives, and the interview termi¬ 
nated in a violent aggreflion on their part. In faCt, M. Petit, having taken the like- 
neffes of feveral of thefe favages, was on the point of returning to the veffel, when one 
of the natives fprang on him to feize his drawings : M. Petit refifting this violence, 
the enraged favage caught up a branch of a tree, and was on the point of knocking 
down our weak companion, when he was prevented by the interpofuion of thofe who 
ran to his aflifiance. Still, far from feeking revenge, the aggreffor was courted by 
additional prefents, under expectation of pacifying his anger ; but no fooner did thefe 
ferocious men perceive the party about to embark, than they entered the woods, and in 
an inftant afterwards faluted them with a fhower of ftoaes, one of which ftruck our 
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commander on the back. In vain, even after this, did the favages expofe them- 
felves on fhore to the fire of our people, brandifhing their fpears, and making threat¬ 
ening demon ft rations ; not a fingle fhot was directed again ft them. tc Thefe laft hoili- 
lities,” fays ML Lefehenanlt, “ took place on the part of the inhabitants, without their 
having had the flighted: provocation ; on the contrary, they had been loaded with 
kindnefs. and prefents. I confefs, I am furprized, after fo many examples of treachery 
and cruelty repeated in all voyages of difcovery, to hear perfons of fenfe ftill affirm 
that man in a natural Hate is not of a bad difpofition, but worthy of confidence; and 
that he would never be an aggreffbr, were he not excited by a defire of vengeance, &c* 
Unfortunately, many travellers have been the vidtims of thefe vain fophifms. For my 
part, I am of opinion, from all we faw, that man cannot be too greatly miftrufted when 
civilization has not yet fufficiently foftened his character ; and that much caution is 
neceffary in landing in countries inhabited by men in fuch a Rate. The day after the 
attack I have defcribed, Captain Hameliiu in his finall boat, went to furvey the fhore, 
and approached for this purpofe near enough to fee whatever might be palling* It 
feems, the adventure of the day before had occafioned the favages fome apprehenfion, 
or that they defigned to affail us in cafe of our landing: for the captain faw thirty-fix 
men marching along the beach in parties of five or fix, one of whom in each groupe 
carried a bundle of fpears; and at the head of this little army was a man with a fire¬ 
brand in his hand, who fet fire to the bufhes which mafked the ground, a precaution 
probably thought neceffary by them, both for their diftinguifhing us at a diftance, and 
to deprive us of the means of concealing ourfelves, and taking them by furprize. 

The 19th, at fix in the morning, we again made fail for the north-weft port, in 
which we purpofe d anchoring, and palled in fucceflion Satellite ifland, Rich Point, 
the bay of the Ifthmus, Cape Legrand, and Gicquet Point, reaching the port by fix 
in the evening. This little excurfion between the two fbores of the channel poffeffed 
fomewhat pleafing and pidturefque. 44 On whatever fide/’ fays, with truth, M* Lubil- 
lardiere, ct on whatever fide we call the eye, it di (covered fpacious inlets, in which the 
tempeft-beaten navigator may feek a certain flicker. With aftonifhment did we view 
thefe immenfe havens, which could with eafe contain the navies of all the maritime pow¬ 
ers.” On the other hand, the peaceful waves enclofed between two fbores, the 
mountains capped with fnow, the hills and vatleys every where finding with the mo ft 
adlive vegetation, legions of birds, whofe notes were diftindlly heard on board the 
fhips; naked favages, whofe fwarthy hordes were readily diftinguifhed as they paced 
the whitifh ftrand, all formed a highly romantic picture ; but what themoft aftonifhed 
us was the multiplicity of fires we faw. In every part rofe columns of flame and 
fnioak; the whole of the back of the mountains which form the extremity of North- 
Weft Port, for a fpace of feveral leagues, was on fire* Thus perifh thefe ancient and 
venerable for efts, refpedled by the fey the of Time for fo many centuries, that they 
might in more perfedl ft ate be delivered to the deftrudtive inftindt of their ferocious 
inhabitants. 

The 20th at day-break, I embarked in a boat going to fifh on Bruny Ifland: from 
this excurfion I brought back more than twenty new fpecies of fifh ; among which two 
lophies, two oftracions, one uranoftopc, a cotta, a ray, two feiense, the antarctic 
ehimaera, a ft con d fpecies of the fame genus, very remarkable on account of a club- 
fhaped bone on the fumrnit of its head, and a fyngnathe, adorned with feveral mem¬ 
branes floating freely like fo many Bags. 1 likewife collected twelve or fifteen fpecies 
of new and very curious corschae, among which a trigonia antarctica, N. ; a fpecies 
which hitherto was not fuppofed to have exiftence, and of which in our climates are 
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many very extenfive banks, in a petrified Hate ; the fuperb venus, with tranfverfal ribs, 
extremely thin, friable, and light; various phafianelli, of exquifite beauty; an ele¬ 
gant trochus; feveral turbots, one of which delcribed by me under the name of 
cuftomiris, refleas the moft lively and fplendid colours of the prifin ; feveral lpecies 
of pat iliac, fiflurellas, ofcabrions, &c. &c. At fight of this numerous and magnificent 
colleaion, my unfortunate colleague Mauge, was unable to retain his tears. Not- 
withftanding his exhaufted and confumptive Hate, he refolved next day to go on fliore 
hiinlelf to leek new fpecimens ; but alas! he liftened but to his zeal and courage, his 
dying frame was unequal to the effort. Scarcely had he reached the ft rand before he 
fainted, and was immediately carried back on board in fitch a ftate of debility that 
his life was for a while defpaired of. This was the Iaft inftance of his zeal: he went 
no more on fliore but to the grave. 

M. Beautems Beaupre, chief author of the geographical charts of Admiral Den- 
treeafteaux, cannot be too highly praifed, for the exactnefs with which the channels, 
the bays, and the numerous ports which it contains, are laid down. Unfortunately, 
the fame eulogy is not due to the defcription of the ihores of Diemen’s Land, north- 
eaft of the channel, which were but fuperficially examined by the boats of the French 
admiral. As his work on this part leaves much room for amendment, we Ihall, in 
this and the fucceeding chapter, complete its geographical defcription. 

It has been feen that our inftruftions from the government were to afcend the dif¬ 
ferent rivers of importance as high as poffible; in this part of the fouthern lands, the 
only one deferving of particular attention, was the North river, the examination of 
which was intruded to M. H. Freycinct; I was alfo permitted to be of the party, and 
we fet oft' at three in the morning of the 24th January. Owing to calms, currents, 
and contrary winds, we were forced to pufh ourfelves along the weftern fide of the 
river, and take advantage of the lhelter afforded by the land. At eight we call anchor, 
finding ourfelves unable to item a flarong current which ran towards the foutft: we at 
this time perceived on the water vaft flocks of pelicans, boobies, cormorants, and 
divers. The lofty Table Mountain was covered with a mill, which refolved into a very 
thick and cold dew. At this fpot the forefts are much lefs deep than in the interior 
part of the channel; they appear as if ravaged by fire. 

After palling the Table Mountain, which feems to be covered only by Hunted trees, 
and the abrupt flanks of which, furrowed by numerous torrents, refemble a rampart 
of balaft, we continued to afcend the river. By noon we had attained the point op¬ 
posite to the large hill, where the boats of Dentrecafteaux difcontinued their advance. 
This hill feems to be formed of horizontal ftrata in its upper part; but its bafe appears 
of primitive origin. Beyond this great hill the river does indeed run deep inland, but 
inftead of turning fuddenly to the weft, as defcribed on the French map, its courfe is 
towards the north. 

On doubling the point formed by the large hill, we perceived fuch a prodigious 
number of black fwans that they nearly covered the river; we killed a dozen of them, 
and continued our courfe until we grounded on a mud-bank, which, fpite of all our 
efforts, we were unable to pafs. The next day, M. Freycinct, with fome men well 
armed, and with the requifite inftrumeots, proceeded to furvey and fketch the courfe 
of the river by land. - I accompanied him till, induced by a wifli of examining with 
more minutenefs the interior of the country, I feparated. It was not long ere I reached 
a very deep ravine, the direction of which formed a right angle with that of the 
river ; the right fide of it was very fteep, and occafioned me much difficulty in- af- 
cending it. Immediately contiguous to this natural rampart, were twelve or fourteen 

fcreens 
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fcreens of bark, fuch as we had feen before ; a number of firs were {till burning be¬ 
fore them, and I could have no doubt of their having been abandoned by the natives, 
on hearing the report of the fowling-pieces occafionally fired by our comrades. In 
front of thefe huts were many bones of kanguroos and birds, and fome fiat (tones, hot 
and greafy, on which they appeared to me to have broiled their meat. I collected 
moreover a few hatchets and knives iifed by the natives, made of fplinters of granite, 
of a very finesgrain, and exceedingly hard* 

While yet occupied in my examination of the vicinage of thefe huts, I heard of a 
fudden fome {harp cries from the bottom of a neighbouring valley. I was alone, and 
without arms, and confequently haftened my flops from the fpot, taking a courfe 
parallel to that of the river. I loon came to a large mountain, which 1 afcended, and 
from the funirnic of which I diftlnguifhed the courfe of the North river, till loft in a 
high chain of mountains towards the north-weft. Beyond this firft tier of mountains, 
very lofty fummits were vifible, fome of w hich feemed to me kill covered with ice and 
fnow ; they were at leaft remarkably white, and my conjecture refpefting the caufe of 
this whirenefs is founded on the obfervations made during the voyage of Dentrecas- 
teaux, from which it refults that feveral of the high mountains of Diemen’s Laud 
are covered with fnow on thehotteft days of fummen 

After enjoying for a time the pleafing fcene before me, I defccndcd to the right 
bank of the river, and at half-paft four reached the fpot where our boat was left by 
M. Freycinfl: in cuftody of M. Brue, a midfhipman, and fome of the failors. 

At hal" part feven, M, Freycinft and his companions returned : after having pe¬ 
netrated four leagues into the interior, he found himfelf obliged, on account of the 
thickets and mar flies, to afcend a neighbouring mountain : Hence,” faid he, 44 1 
perfectly traced the courfe of the river as it defeended from the mountains ; its general 
direction, to the point where it entered between defiles, was fouth-eaftrby-fouth, and 
nonh-weft-bymorth. Throughout the courfe of the river, the faltnefs of the water 
diminifhed, it is true, but in fo gradual a degree, that it was only at the foot of the 
hill, where my furvey terminated, it began to be fit to drink*” 

The 25th, at day-break, we endeavoured again to pafs the mud-bank : we knew 
that it occupied a breadth no greater than two or three hundred paces, and that on 
the other fide was diffident depth of water to float our boat confiderably beyond* 
Affifled by the tide and a ftrong breeze, we had fome hopes of overcoming this ob- 
liacle ; but, after feven hours of excefiive fatigue, we were obliged to renounce fur¬ 
ther attempts, and make for the fhip, carrying with us the mournful certainty that 
this river is ufelefs to navigation in every refpefl, whether as a means of intercourfe 
with the interior, or to furnifh frefli water to (hipping* 

After fpending fome time in vain endeavours to enter into communication with the 
inhabitants, who conftantly fled at our approach ; and after being fpedators of the 
horrid fcene of woods deftroyed by fire in our courfe over thefe ridges of mountains, 
we returned to our boat* 

% In our excurtion we entered on a beautiful valley, which accommitant circum- 
ftances rendered truly enchanting* It was early in the morning, the fun flione un¬ 
clouded, the air was cool and healthy ; the landfkip ftill flocked with the vapours of 
morn; thoufands of trees of the family of myrtles, then in flower, embalmed the air 
with their grateful emanations, while large flocks of birds frolicked amid their ever ver¬ 
dant leaves. Among the birds, were the white cockatoo, with a yellow creft, in fize 
twice as large as that of the Moluccas ; the great black cockatoo, the under part of 
the tail of which is elegantly ornamented with tranfverfal bands of a beautiful aurora 

colour,,; 
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colour; brilliant legions of fouthern paroquets, which, notwithftanding the cold tem¬ 
perature of thefe climates, vie in fplendour with the mofl gorgeous rpecies of equatorial 
regions; the Xanthogaftre cuckoo ; the yellow-necked black-bird ; the red black¬ 
bird } the handfome tangara, of a lilac colour ; the yellow-winged wood-pecker; the 
red-rumped bull-finch ; the charming blue-necked titmoufe; with others which I have 

before noticed. _ . , 

On reaching the boat we embarked to proceed to the wed or the river, where we 
hoped to find fome of the natives, but again our efforts were vain. Landing eaft of 
the Table Mountain from a final! inlet, we were fpefilarors of a fimilar deftruftion of 
the woods, a like ravage ot fire we had feen the day before. On this ex cur lion ^1 ob¬ 
tained but a few fpecimens of jafper, granite, and of another rock, which my friend 
Depuch efleemed to be porphyry ; I alfo collefted a variety of lichens, of extreme 
beauty, of fungi, and moffes, genera of plants of which, from thefirft inftant of our 
arrival in the canal, I had begun an ittterefting collection, and which from that time 
I continued throughout the voyage. 

On my return to the fea-fliore, I followed the outline of a fmall inlet, the Hones of 
the Ihore of which were all of bafalt, mixed with volcanic fcoriss. The exigence of 
produ&ions of this kind in a country effentially of primitive origin, receives new intereft 
from the petrifactions of ihells which I codeded the day before at a height of fix or 
feven hundred feet above the level of the fea, on one of the mountains of which I have 
fpoken. Thus we fee that, even at this extremity of the eaftern world, the terreftrial 
globe has undergone its revolutions, and endured its great cataftrophes ; here, as every 
where elfe, it has been ravaged by the fire of volcanoes and buried beneath the waves. 

On quitting our fourth anchorage, M. FreycinCt had concerted with me the project 
of landing again on other points of the coaft ; but the wind, which blew from the N. 
E. having fuddenly increafed, and the Ikv promifing a ftorm, we fteered for the 
north-weft port, where we rejoined our veffel at feven in the evening. 

I then learnt from my laborious friend Lefueur, that his collection had been aug¬ 
mented by a great number of interefting fifli, and that in latter exeuriions he had added 
ten new ipecies of birds to thofe we poffefied before. 

The fite of the canal Dentrecafteaux, at the extremity of the globe ; the multiplicity 
of its magnificent ports, havens, and charming bays ; the variety of its fliores and 
bottom; muft ever render it extremely abundant in fiih : where, indeed, but here, 
can thofe timid legions of various deferiptions fpread through the volume of the great 
Southern Ocean, leek refuge, when the violent florins fo frequent in thefe feas convulfe 
the waters of every deep abyfs ? and, when the encroaching froft advances farther to¬ 
wards the line, even to the 50th degree, the flioals which feek thefe warmer Ihores 
muft of neceffity be prodigious. 

At thisfeverefeafon of the year, all the animals of the fea precipitately fleer towards 
the north, feeking in a more genial clime that afylum and nourilhment denied in their 
frozen home. The channel is filled with their multitudes, which afeend thence to Port 
Jackfon ; advance dill nearer towards the equator, and offer their annual tribute to the 
ichtyophage Aborigines of the eaftern Ihores of New Holland, as to us do the boreal 
legions of analogous tribes in Europe. Then it is that numerous flioals of the family of 
phocas invade the iflands of Bafs’s Straits, and the majority of thofe off the eaftern and 
weftern Ihores of New Holland ; then the cetaceous genera of the fouth likewife make 
their northern migration; the ocean at times is covered with their prodigious legions, 
“ Every where,” fays the captain of the Englilh (hip, the Britannia, in the relation of 
his voyage from the fouth cape of Diemen’s Land to Port Jackfon, in 1791, M every 

where 
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where the fea is full of whales ; even to the verge of the horizon, thefe animals are feen 
each driving forward, as it were, the one before it.” 

The twenty days which elapfed between iny return from the North river and the de¬ 
parture of the two velfels, were moll of them rendered of ufe by excurfions longer or 
fhorter to different points of Diemen’s Land and the ifland Bruny. On thefe excurfions 
I frequently had occafion to obferve the wretched hordes of thefe regions, and collect 
interelling details refpe&ing their manners, habits, arms, ornaments, language, &c. 
&c. ; but thefe different obfervations, belonging efpecially to the hiftory of thefe 
people, I fliall merely detail here the particulars of one of our molt remarkable inter¬ 
views. 

On the 31ft January, early in the morning, I landed on Bruny Ifland. A boat from 
the Naturalifte, and our large boat had together brought a number of people on ffiore, 
either for the purpofe of fifiling or colle£ting wood for the fliips. It was low water, and 
in confequence I let off to examine the ftrand. Already was I at a di fiance from our 
boats fo great as to be able no longer to diftinguilh them, when, after doubling a large 
promontory, 1 faw a fcore of favages advancing towards me along the ftrand. I made 
no hefitation to trace back my fteps, too well inftruded by our laft accidents in the 
danger of fimilar rencounters. As I returned I met Meffrs. Heiriffon and Bellefin, who 
were amufing themfelves with Ihooting on the Ikirts of the foreft; I imparted to them 
the occafion of my retreat : they offered to accompany me to meet the favages, with a 
view of holding intercourfe with them, on which, fecure by their arms from any ill- 
will they might nianifeft, I accepted their proffer. We were now but a few fteps from 
the party, when of a fudden they fled, and were loft in the foreft. We then climbed 
the downs; and, without attempting to purfue the natives, an attempt which their ex¬ 
treme agility would have rendered abortive, we contented ourfelves with catling, and 
prefenting to them different articles, particularly handkerchiefs. At thefe demonftra- 
tions of good-will the troop hefitated an inftant, and at length refolved on waiting for 
us. It was then difeovered we had to do with women j there was not a Angle male of 
the party. We were about to approach too near'to them it feenis, when one of the moft 
aged ftepping before the reft, called out medi, medi, (fit down, fit down); they 
feemed at the fame time to requeft we would lay down our arms, the fight of which 

apparently alarmed them. . , . . . 

Thefe preliminary conditions being complied with, the women lquatted on their 
heels • and from that inftant abandoned themfelves without referve to the natural 
vivacity of their character; fpeaking all at once, queftioning us all at a time, and 
feemingly criticifing and mocking us; at the fame time making a thoufand geftures, 
a thousand contorfions, as Angular as they were various. M. Bellefin began to fmg, 
accompanying the words of his fong with a very lively and animated gefture; the 
women immediately became filent, noticing with equal attention the geftures and mulic 
of the fong. As foon as a verfe was terminated, fotne applauded with loud cnes, 
others laughed out aloud, but the young girls, doubtlefs more timid, kept hlence, 
teftifying neverthelefs by their geftures, and the expreffion of their phyfiognoniy, how 

much they were furprifed and pleafed. . , - 

All thefe women, if (kins of kangaroos be excepted, which fome wore over their 
moulders, were entirely naked ; but without appearing to give themfelves any concern 
refpe£tine their nakedoefs, they varied their attitudes in iuch manner, tharit ^Quid be 
difficult to form an idea of the whimfical and pi&urefque appearance they prefented.— 
Their black {kin, difgufting from being daubed over with the fat of fea Is ; their hair, 
££ S* buck tuS r.lth g y, and in tome intaces reddened with the dud of ochre; i 
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their face grimed over with charcoal; their form, moftly meagre and withered $ thefr 
long and pendent brealts j in fliort, the whole of their phylical conft.it ution was re¬ 
pul five ; from this general picture mud, however, be excepted two or three young 
girls of fifteen or fixteen years of age, of tolerably pleating form, of rather a graceful 
outline, and whofe breafts were firm and well placed j though, even in thel'e, the 
nipple was rather too long and large for due proportion. Thefe young girls had alfo 
fomewhat in ihe expreflion of their countenance more ingenuous, affectionate, and 
mild, than was viflble ,in the others, as if the belt qualities of the foul, even among 
lavages,' were the fpecial appendages of youth, of grace, and beauty. Of the elderly 
women feme had a coarfe ignoble countenance j others, but thefe lefs numerous, a 
brutal and fombre look ; yet, in general, we remarked in all, that unea/y and dejeCted 
appearance which Havery and misfortune imprefs on the brow of all fo unhappy to wear 
their yoke. Alniolt all of them, moreover, were covered with wounds, fad evidences 
of the treatment they received from their brutal hu/bands : one alone, of all her com¬ 
panions, preferved confiderable affurance with much life and jollity, and Ihe it was who 
impofed the conditions which I have before noticed. Soon as M. Bellefin had finifhed 
his fong, the imitated his geftures and tone of voice in a very original and comical man¬ 
ner, to the great amufement of her companions : afterwards Hie began a fong of her 
own, the notes of which were too rapid to admit of their being reduced to the principles 
of our mufic. Their finging in this correfponds with their fpeech, for fuch is the vo¬ 
lubility of thefe people that it is next to impofiible, as elfewhere will be /hewn, to dif- 
tinguifh any one particular word: their utterance is a fpecies of rolling found, for which 
the languages of Europe furni/h no comparative or analogous denomination. 

Animated by her fong, which we failed not warmly to applaud, and defirous, no 
doubt, of praife for other accomplifhments, our merry Diemenefe exhibited different 
fpecimens of dancing, foine of which might be reckoned exceedingly indecent, if, in 
this rude ftate of fociety, man was not utterly a ftranger to that delicacy of thought, 
that nicety of demeanour, the grateful offspring m us of the perfection of focia! order. 

"While all this was pafling, I was occupied in penning the relation I have given, and 
taking notes of other matters which will elfewhere appear with greater intereft : I at¬ 
tracted, it feems, the attention of the fame woman who had difplayed herfelf in the 
dance, for /he had fcarcely fini/hed before, advancing towards me with a fmiling coun¬ 
tenance, /he took from a bag ofru/hes, like that I begged of Oura Oura, fome pieces 
of charcoal, cru/hed them, and applied to my face a coat of the cuftomary paint of the 
country. I readily fubmitted to this flattering diftin&ion, nor was M. Heiriffon lefs 
complaifant ; he was honoured with a fimilar maik. We now, in the eyes of thefe 
women, appeared finking objects of admiration ; they looked on us with fatisfaCtion, 
and feemingly complimented us on our additional charms. Thus, in thefe diftant cli¬ 
mates, fairnefs of /kin, of which our fpecies is fo vain in Europe, is regarded as an 
actual defett, a kind of deformity which requires concealment; and a charcoal black, 
or the dull red of ochre are the colour of /kin that moft excites delight. 

The refpeCt we /hewed for thefe women, and poflibly the new attractions for which 
we were indebted to them, feemed to augment their good-will and confidence in us j 
neverthelefs no inducement was fu/ficient to obtain their allowance of our approaching 
them nearer. The flighted movement on the part of any one indicative of over pafling 
the prefcribed line, made them fpring in an inftant from their heels and take to flight: 
we were therefore obliged, in order to engage their longer ftay, to conform in every 
thing to their willies. After making them many prefents, we at length bent our way 
towards where our boat was moored ; and our Diemenefe dames apparently defigning 

to 
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to take the fame courfe, we fet off together; but the inflexibles obliged us ftill to keep 

at alliance, and forced us to follow the fhore while themfelves traverfed the parallel 
downs or fantU r 

As they were, molt probably, on their return from fifliing when we perceived them, 
they were all laden with large crabs, locufta: manure, and various conchas Frilled 
which they carried in their rulh bags. Thefe bags were faltened round the forehead 
by a band, and hung down the back: fome of them were of great weight • and we 
fincerely lamented the lot of thefe poor women in having fuch burthens to bear’ 

Our walk, however, was not lefs entertaining than had been the interview related * 
from the tops of the downs, they were very jocular and played off their wiles to attract 
attention ; to this innocent fportivenefs we endeavoured as well as poflible to make re¬ 
turn, and our gefticular converfations of this description would perhaps have long con¬ 
tinued, had not one of the women on a hidden ejaculated a loud cry, which was repeated 
with terror by all the reft, at fight of our boat and comrades. We endeavoured to 
calm their difquiet by affurmg them that, far from having any thing to apprehend from 
our friends, they would from them receive additional prefents : all was ufelefs; and 
already the party was about to plunge into the foreft, when the fame woman, who had 
been the chief and almoft exclufive a&refs in our firft intercourfe, feemed to pluck up 
refolution. Her call occafioned a moment of fufpenfe : fhe fpoke to the others for 
lome l'econds, but finding herfelf apparently unable to perfuade them, {lie rufhed from 
the top of the downs by herfelf, and marching along the ffiore l'onie diftance before us, 
with much alluranee and a fort of dignity, appeared to reproach her companions for 
their pufillanimity. r ihefe in the. end feemed afhatnedof their weaknefs ; by degrees 
they became more bold, and at length trufted themfelves on the fliore. With this nu¬ 
merous and Angular efcort was it therefore that we reached our boats, near which, by 
a Angular chance, the hufbands of thefe poor women had affembled a fhort time before, 

Notwithftanding the unequivocal proofs of benevolent intendons, notwithftanding 
the liberality of our countrymen, ^pubt and miftruft, ferocity and vengeance, con¬ 
tinued ftill depicted on their countenances ; while even in their attitudes it was eafy 
to diftinguifh, through the difguife by which they fought concealment, a fomewhat 
forced, malevolent, and treacherous : they looked as if at the fame time they dreaded 
our vengeance, they were mortified at the inefficiency of their divers attacks. At this 
unexpected meeting, all the unfortunate women who followed us, appeared frightened; 
their ferocious hufbands exprefled by their looks, on feeing them, a degree of anger 
and rage by no means calculated to difmifs their fears. After depofiting the fruits of 
their fifhery at the feet of thefe men, who divided them immediately among them¬ 
felves, without offering any to the women, they went and fquatted themfelves down 
behind their hufbands, who Iikewife were feated on the back of a large fand-down ; 
and there, as long as* the interview lafted, thefe unfortunate women dared not either 
to raife their eyes, to fpeak, or fmile. This, however, is but the outline of the picture 
we fliall elfewhere have to prefent. A few days after I had the pleafure of meeting 
again with the fame woman of whom I have related fo much : I then learnt that her 
name was Arrii Mai'da. M. Petit, at my requeft, drew her Iikenefs, which is given in 
the atlas, and in every refpeCt is an excellent refemblance. Or I miftake, or that 
bold and fearlcfs character which fo eminently diftinguifhed this woman from all her 
companions, is there perfectly apparent. The laft time I met her fhe had a {mail 
infant at her back. 

The 3d February I again landed on Bruny Ifland, with three of our officers, the two 
Meffrs. Frevcinct and Montbazin; we fhortly after diftinguifhed two females who 
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directed their fteps from the fummit of a neighbouring mountain towards the fea„ 
Anxious for a more clofe examination of them my companions purfued them, but 
fcarcely had they run two hundred paces before thefe women, whom they thought it 
fo eafy a matter to overtake, were out of fight: this I had before predicted, having 
had repeated opportunities of convincing myfelf that the inhabitants of thefe fhores 
were much more fwtft of foot than we. On our return to the fliore we found a very 
large fire, lighted moil probably during the night, and which yet continued to burn. 
Around it were carelefsly ftrewed almoft all the articles we had bellowed on the 
the natives, and fuch even as they had Ilolen at the hazard of their life. We had pre- 
vioufiy feen others difperfed through different parts of the woods, and were fatisfied- 
that, after contenting their childifh curiofity, thefe ignorant beings, finding our gifts, 
as it were, an incumbrance, threw them afideasfoon as they ceafed to pleafe or amufe 
them. * 

In the mean time, our different objects in waiting oil’ Diemen’s were completed $ 
that is to fay, our ftock of wood was collected ; water, but this unfortunately rather 
brackifh, had been obtained in tolerable abundance from the final! river which falls 
into the bottom of the north-well port j our time-pieces had been regulated by M. 
Bernier, the allronomer; and finally, M. Faure was returned from his interefling 
excurfion for the furvey of the north-eafl part of the channel: on the refult of this 
excurfion, fome observations are indifpenfable. 

In the eaitern part of North Bay, in the chart of Dentrecaileanx, is marked a fecond 
bay called Frederic Henrich’s, which opens into a third called Marion Bay. The 
channel of communication between thefe two Iail bays being laid down diftin&Iy in 
the French chart, our commander, on the inftant of our reaching North Weft Port 
difpatched our geographic artift M. Faure with directions to furvey the channel, and 
afeertain whether or not it would admit our veffel to pafs. 

The furvey and return furnilhed employment for eleven days; the refults were : 

ift. That the draught of North Bay, as !aid#down in the chart of Admiral 
Dentrecafteaux, is incomplete $ for, towards its extremity, M. Faure difeovered a bafin 
of water of no great depth indeed, but fo well Ihekered as to offer in all weathers an 
excellent anchorage for boats and veffels of little draught; he likewife difeovered a 
fmall river, north of Point Reynard, (Fox Point,) which may be afeended two leagues 
from its mouth ; the water throughout the whole diftance was very fait. M. Faure 
made fluff however to recruit his frefli water from fome fmall pools on the margin 
or rather in the bed of the river, then nearly dry. b 3 

2d, That the fecond bay, S. E. of North' Bay, and which is but vaguely marked in 
the chart of Dentrecafteaux, conftitutes in fact a very fecure and fpacious nort. with 
excellent anchorage in every part. 1 port, wim 

3d, That the pretended channel of communication between the bays Frederic 
Henrich and Marion, had no exiftence whatever. 

4th, That 9onfequently what in the French chart is laid down as an ifland, under the 


* It perhaps admits a quell ion whether thefe people with fuch real difpofmons would not have been 
far he t ter qualified to play the part of that cynic, who, in aufwcr to the reqoelt of Alexander to afc 
for what he pleafed, defired him to get out of the fun, than could have been Diogenes hirofelf And 
provided the contempt of this laft for the courttfica, the comforts, and enjoyments of life, was anythin^ 
elft than a vain affmnpuon to render h.mfelf particular ; provided, I fay, a man living with civilized 
beings, and with fuch cauftic humour, had truly that diftaile he fliewed for what policed man efteems 
the fweets of life, it can fearedy admit a qucftion of whether he could not better have been placed amomr 
thefe lavage^ than at Corinth* Tr, r * 
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Dame of Tafman Ifland, is only a large peniafula, united to Diemen’s Land by an 
ifthmus, at its narroweft part but a hundred fathoms over, and about three hundred 
fathoms long. 

5th, That this ifthmus alfo, fo far from being the divifion between Frederic Henrich’s 
Bay and Marion’s Bay, as laid down in the chart, divides the former from a different 
bay, that we fhall defcribe, more towards the fouth. 

6th, That the draughtfmen of Dentrecafteaux were wrong in giving the name of 
Frederic Henrich to the bay S. E. of North Bay, as it is phyficalty impoflible, from what 
is now known of it, that Tafman in his courfe could have feen this bay. 

yth. That, for the famereafon, the name of Frederic Henrich given by the French 
to the fmall ifland weft of Joannet Point, fhould not be continued ; as, by being con¬ 
nected with the pretended difcovery of this portion of Diemen’s Land by Tafman, it 
tends to perpetuate an idea which is far from juft. 

8th, That the name Tafman Ifland, employed by Dentrecafteaux, ought liEewife to 
be corrected. 

9th, Finally, it refults from the explorations of M. Faure that, as there is no Fre¬ 
deric Henrich’s Bay on the fpot marked in the French chart, it mult be fought for 
elfewhere; and, in the following chapter, we fhall fee it in its true place, and with its 
proper bearings to Marion’s Bay. 

For the reafons I have given we have adopted the following nomenclature for this 
portion of our explorations and difcoveries : preferving the name given it by the French 
admiral to North Bay, the Great Bay, denominated improperly Frederic Henrich’s Bay 
we call Port Buache. The ifland termed Tafman by Dentrecafteaux is called Tafman’s 
Peninfula. The ifland weft of Joannet Point in lieu of that of Frederic Henrich re¬ 
ceived the name of St. Aignant. The bafin at the extremity of the North Bay is called 
Ranfonnet Bafin, and the fmall river, the mouth of which is north-weft of Pointe Re- 
nard or Fox Point, the river Brue ; the two laft names being thofe of midlhipmen on 
board, both one and the other equally worthy of efteem. 

On the 5th February we raifed our anchor, and made preparations for failing as foot* 
as the winds would admit. The fame evening, the dilk of the fun on fetting was of the 
moft beautiful and fplendid red colour } the wind blew from the north-eaft ; but, 
during the night, it veered round to the north, and blew in ftrong gufts, continuing 
thus until eleven or twelve the next day. The violence of thefe gufts of winds was 
fuch as in the fpace of a few hours to caufe the barometer to fink feven lines and 
three-tenths; they, at the fame time, brought on fo fudden and fo great a heat that 
the thermometer rofe from n° to 22° in the fpace of a few feconds * ; fcarcely, in 
the open air, were we able to breathe; and the gufts were like blafts from a burning 
furnace. Shortly after, the furface of the fea appeared every where covered with 
fume; an immenfe quantity of water was drawn up into the atmofphere ; and, during 
the whole of the remainder of the day we were furrounded as it were by a tepid 
vapour bath. Some individuals, among whom was our commander, attributed thefe 
great natural effects to the burning of the neighbouring forefts ; but, feparate from 
the infufliciency of this explanation to account even for the inftance in point, we fhall 
elfewhere fee that thefe burning winds are experienced on the weftern coaft of New 
Holland, under circumftances perfectly fimilar; we fhall fee them again, ftill more 
formidable, on the eaftern fliores of the fame continent, fuflocate in a few feconds 
myriads of animals, and parch and blaft as fuddenly the moft active vegetation. Let 

* to 71 § of Fahrenheit* 
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os be content with obferving for the inftant that thefe inflamed, winds are felt even at 
the fouthern extremity of Diemen’s Land, and that there they proceed from the 
north. In a fucceeding chapter thefe valuable obfervations, reproduced with more 
detail, will be found nearly allied to the phyfical hiftory of the continent of which 
we treat. 

The 17th of February we were enabled by means of a light breeze from the L. and 
E. S. E. to make fail, after a flay in the Channel of Dentrecafteanx of fix-and-thirty 
days, for the fouth-eaflern, that important extremity of Diemen’s Land. 

CHAP. XIII. — South-eaji Part of Diemen’s Land. 

[From the 17th to the 28th of February, 1802.] 

SCARCELY were we out of the channel before the wind veered to the fouth, and 
obliged us to make ufefefs tacks throughout the day between Tarman Peninfula, 
Willanmez Ifland and the ifland Bruny. The night was cahn ; but at two in the morn¬ 
ing a pleafant breeze from the T «AT. S. enabled us to fleer S. S. E. At day-break 
we paffed Cape Raoul, brifUing on every fide with falient ridges, prifins, and needles of 
bafaltic appearance. At feven in the morning we were abreaft of Tafman Ifland : this 
is an enormous barren plateau, the black fides of which rife like volcanic ramparts 
from the bofom of the waters : its fouthern point, as well as Cape Raoul, is covered 
with immenfe columns, apparently of bafalt. Of fimilar conftitution is Cape Pillar, 
and like are the rents in its fides: but at the cape well of the rocks of Hippolytus, 
named by us Cape Hauy, in honour of the celebrated mineralogilt of that name, the 
picture indeed is fimilar, but its horrible appearance much exceeds that of the others. 
At the diflance of fome miles this remarkable cape refembles an organ rifing from the 
waves. The Rocks of Hippolytus form part <jf this large picture of diforder and 
fcifiures : they are three in number, the largefl much refembling the Coin de mire ot 
the Ifle of France. 

After doubling Cape Hauy, we found ourfelves oppofite to a fmall but pretty bay : 
right and left of this bay rife enormous black and fterile mafles, the lummits of which 
are ragged, and refemble the teeth of faws: at the extremity of the bay, a delightful 
border of verdure forms a gratifying contrail to the dingy mountains by which it is 
furrounded. Above the firft range of thefe, a lofty mountain uprears its triple fuminit 
in the diflance. This bay we called after Dolomieu, and purfued our eourfe towards 
the north, coafting at a fhort diflance along a precipitous fhore, bathed by a fea of great 
depth. The barren appearance we have noticed now ceafed, and mighty eucalypti 
railed their lofty tops above their ramparts. 

A fhort diflance north of Dolomieu Bay, a large opening prefented itfelf, recognized 
by M. Faure for the Eaflern bay, oppofite to Port Buache, of which we fpoke in the 
previous chapter. The identity of this bay is the more inconteftible from our en¬ 
gineer's gendered himfelf, on his difcovery of it after traverfing the iftthmus, at the 
bottom of this new bay, and from his having from this point taken the bearing of the 
Rocks of Hippolytus, and found their fite that which they actually occupy with refpect 
to the bay. We called it Monge Bay, in memory of the illuflrious character to whom 
phyfics and the mathematics are indebted for fo many valuable difcoveries. The 
illhmus, which feparates Monge Bay from Buache Port feems low and Tandy : beyond 
this illhmus, on a fecond level, a bound of grey mountains are feen, lower in the com- 
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mencement than thofe of the peninfula Tafman, but which afterwards rapidly rife to¬ 
wards the north, and conftitute a fecond peninfula, which, in another part, we fhall 
have to notice. A large cape rounded, and of a brownifh colour, terminates Monge 
Bay towards the north : the whole portion of this cape, next the fea, is fterile; on its 
fummit vegetate fome tolerably greenifh trees j and, in front, many reddilh rocks pro¬ 
ject like lb many fmall cones, the confutation of which fliould feem to be volcanic. 
This remarkable cape was called Cape Surville, in memory of the French navigator of 
that name. 

From Cape Surville to Cape Frederic Henrich the lands are lofty, perpendicular at 
their bafe, but rendered like large domes at their fummits: their colour is a dull green j 
fome very few fhrubs are fprinkled over their furface. 

Directly north of Cape Frederic Henrich, lies the great Bay of Marion: we tra- 
verfed it without halting; and, about five in the evening, caft anchor in the channel 
between Diemen’s Land and the lfland Maria, oppofite the Oyfler Bay. 

The 19th of February, at day-break, the barge of our {hip under command of M. 
Maurouard, was difpatdied to make the tour of the lfland Maria, to take a draught of 
it, and afeertain if it afforded frefh water. To our geographic engineer M. Boullanger, 
fcarcely yet recovered from the illnefs with which he was attacked at Timor, was this 
work allotted. I accompanied him to examine the productions, foil, temperature, and 
inhabitants of the ifland. 

Soon after we reached the moft fouthem cape of the ifland, denominated by our 
geographers Cape Peron. In front of the cape rifes a folitary granitic rock of one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred feet high, torn by the waves, and much refembling 
an obelifk: it was termed the Pyramid. 

From this point the coaft turns abruptly to the N. N. E.; and we proceeded along 
it a fhort diftance away. It is, throughout its whole length, perpendicular, and refem- 
bles an immenfe rampart of granite. On fome points the imagination pourtrays in its 
rocks the remnants of a line of ancient fortifications. Various fpices of parafitical plants, 
among which are lichens of a beautiful fulphur colour or a fplendid red, grew on thefe 
walls, the fummits of which, feen through the fhrubs, appeared like the parapet of a 
citadel, with, in many parts, battlements and embrazures. All along this coaft there is 
deep water ; but as it is expofed to the whole fury of the fouth winds, blowing, unim¬ 
peded from the antar&ic pole, is incefTantly beaten by tumultuous waves, which break 
with noife againft its granite walls. 

When at the eaftern point, called Cape Maurouard, from the laudable midfhipman 
who then participated with M. Boullanger his geographical work, we faw the coaft 
flretch to the N. N. W. Here the mountains rapidly decline, and in a little time the 
chain breaks, and forms a large bay; in this we entered, and fhorlly after landed on 
the ifthinus that divides it from the Oyfler Bay. 

It was now two. While my companions were employed on their geographic furvey 
of the fhore, I advanced towards the north coaft of the bay, and penetrated into the 
interior. My progrefs at firft was flow, owing to the fize and ft length of the herbage ; 
on fome fpots even fhrubs thickly growing together, and more vigorous, imerditled 
advance: I wason the point of tracing back my fteps, when, at a diftance, I diftin- 
guifhed a path beaten by the natives. This I followed: in a fhort time trees were Iefe 
frequent j and, in lefs than half an hour, I reached the fummit of a hillock, whence 1 
diftinguiHied at once the two bays of Maria Ifland, the ifthmus by which they are fepa- 
rated‘ and the mountains of Diemen’s Land, the laft tiers of which were fcarcely dif- 
cernible amid the furrounding vapours. Divers fpecies of pleafing gramina prefented 
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on every fide a beautiful carpet of verdure; melaleuca:, correte, fagara, conchy®, 
Ayphelisc. and metroflderos^ here and there formed charming groves, above which 
towered immenfe globular eucalypti, gigantic leptofpermes, the cypiefs-leaved exo- 
carpos, the hairy cafuarina, the liiver-leaved bankfia, and a variety of other trees 
peculiar to thefe fouthern regions. At the foot of this hillock runs a fmall nvulet o 
fweet water, on the banks of which were diftinguiflied many fpecies of ptens, hmo- 
dorum, a new fpecies of everlafting with white flowers, the beautiful aletns with red 
flowers, the creeping parfley of thefe regions, and a fmall fpecies of daucus, analagous 

in tafte to our common carrot. ... r «■ 

While abforbed by the delightful fenfations infpired by this charming fpot, 1 per¬ 
ceived at a diftance a monument, the ftructure of which at once furprffed me, and 
excited my curiofity: I haftened towards it ; the following is the refult of my ob- 

fervatiolis. . r j 

On a wide fwarth of verdure, beneath feme antique caruarinas, role a cone, formed 
Coarfelv of the bark of trees inferted at bottom in the ground, and terminated at top by 
a large band of fnnilar materials. Four long poles ftuck in the earth, fuftained and 
ferved for all the pieces of bark to lean againft ; thefe four poles feemed alfo calculated 
to ornament the building ; for, inftead of uniting all their upper extremity like the 
bark, and fo forming a Ample cone, they crofled each other about their middle, and then, 
extended without the roof of the ornament. From this difpofition refulted a fort of 
inverted tetracdric pyramid in the upper part oppofed to the cone below. 1 his con¬ 
trail of form in the two parts of the building had a Ibmewhat graceful effect, which was 
encreafed by the following additions. 

With each of the four fides of the pyramid correfponded a wide ftrip of bark, the 
two bent extremities of which were at the bottom bound together by the large band, 
which, as I before have noticed, united all the pieces of bark at the top of the cone : it 
follows that each of thefe four ftrips formed a fort of oval, leaft rounded at its inferior 
extremity, and wideft and moft rounded above; and, as each of thefe ovals corref¬ 
ponded with one of the fides of the inverted pyramid, it is not difficult to conceive the 
elegance and piCturefque effeCt of the plan. 

After looking fonre time at this monument, the ufe of which I vainly ftrove to 
fathom, I ibon refolved to pufli my examination to a greater length : I removed feveral 
thick pieces of bark, and readily penetrated to the interior of the building. The whole 
of the upper part was vacant: at the bottom was a large flattened cone formed of a fine 
light grafs laid with much care in conuntric and very deep ftrata. With my doubt 
refpeciing the purpofe of this, my curiofity encreafed. Eight fmall bent flicks croffing 
each other at the l'ummit of this cone of verdure, ferved to preferve its form; each of 
thefe flicks had its two extremities fattened in the earth, and kept firm in their pofition 
by a large piece of flattened granite. v 

So much care led me to expeCt fome important difeovery; nor was I miftaken- 
,Scarcely had I raifed the upper layers of turf, ere I perceived a large heap of white 
afhes, apparently collected together with nicety: thrufting my hand into the midft of 
thefe, I felt fomething hard, withdrawing which, I found it to be the jaw-bone of a 
man, and Ihreds of flefli ftill adhering to it. I fhuddered with horror. Still, reflecting 
a little on all I had obferved in the compofition of the monument, I foon experienced 
fenfations widely different from thofe I felt at firft: the verdure, the flowers, the pro¬ 
tecting trees, the deep bed of young herbage which covered the allies, all united to 
convince me that I had here difeovered a tomb. 

On removing the alhes, I perceived a very black coal, expanded, friable, and light; 

and 
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anti recognized it to be animal: at the fame time I withdrew part of tile femur with a 
portion of flelh ; in the fiefli were (till vifible the larger arteries full of blood, calcined, 
and in the Hate this fluid is, on its approximation to a refinous fubftance. To thefe 
bones others fucceeded not lefs eafy of recognition, vertebrae, fragments of the os 
hameros, the tibia, tarfus, and carpium ; all of them were much changed by the 
aftion of fire, and were readily reduced to dull: of thefe burnt bones 1 have pre¬ 
fer ved fome fragments, with portions of the roafted flelh adherent to them. Thefe 
bones were not, as I at fir ft imagined, depolited on the furface ; they were collected 
at the bottom of a circular hole, about fixteen or twenty inches in diameter, and eight 
or ten inches deep. It will fliortly be feen that this is not an ufelefs remark. 

I might have neglected, perhaps, to notice a final circumftance of intereft as regard¬ 
ing the fite of the tomb, if, on feeing a fimilar monument the next day, I had not 
obferved the fame objeft again. At the foot of the Hope on which the fepulchre 
was conftruflred, ran a rivulet of frelh and limpid water, the prefence of which, at the 
reigning feafon of the year, was equally rare and grateful. Both fides of the ftreamlet 
were carpetted by a variety of young herbage, among which feveral fpecies of orchys, 
ophris, richea glauca, apium proftratum, and the fpecies of carrot peculiar to thefe 
regions. 

With what delight, feated on the bank of this rivulet, did I give rnyfelf up to the 
new reflections which fuch a combination of circumftances was calculated to oceafion! 
1 faid to myfelf, “ In midft of thefe threatening rocks, in the deep bofom of thefe 
ancient forefts, nature then has yet preferved fome of her rights, fince the firft monu¬ 
ment we have difcovered of the unpolilhed and barbarous inhabitants was confecrated 
by herfelf. 

Recalling next to mind the arid fhores of the weftern part of New Holland, I re¬ 
flected on the interefling bower difcovered on the left bank of the river Vaffe, and again 
faid, “ This monument, the only one found on its banks, was alfo confecrated by gra¬ 
titude.” Thus the firft worfliip was infpired by nature; the firft altars were raifed to 

filial piety, to gratitude. . 

I extended the firft analogy between the two objeXs to their pofition: the bower or 
the bay of the Geographe was conftru cted on that fait river, which with the adjoining 
. marfhes, materially helps to fupport the inhabitants of thofe dreary regions, Ihe 
totnb I had recently difcovered was ftationed near that portion of Eaft Bay, where 
alone we had been able to find frelh water ; here alfo thofe large conchas, the daily 
food of the people, were moft abundant. The prefumption that the fite of the tomb 
was the refult of deliberation, was farther ftrengthened by the remarks I made the 
next day in Oyfter Bay, on a ItruXure of fimilar defcription ; this alfo was placed on 
an eminence, at the foot of which ran a fmall rill of frelh water, the only one we 
found throughout the whole extent of this laft bay. “ Thus, therefore, the fame 
principle which originated the confecration of thefe monuments, caufed the ielettion ot 
thofe fpots for their pofitions which were moft interefting and moft dear, thole ipo s, 
to which moft frequently brought back by his neceflities, were beft calculated to renew 

a grateful emotion in man.” . , 

Succeeding ideas caufed new reflexions: I alked myfelf, “ W1hat can have origi - 
ated this coftom of burning the dead ? Separated from the reft of the world, and at us 
fartheft extremity, thefe'people cannot have adopted it from communication with 
others ; it mull irrefutably therefore be an idea of their own. But, in that ca e, 
wherefore prefer this mode of difpofing of the dead ? Can the preference be the e ie 
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of chance ? Or does there exift fome phyfical reafon for it, dependent on the nature 
of things, or the particular focial organization of thefe men ? This double queftion, 
equally important and delicate, requires in difcufling it that I fliould take a rapid retro- 
fpedi of the effential features of the inhabitants of Diemen’s Land, to which, as will 
hereafter be difpiayed, thofe of the people who dwell on the ifland Maria in every 
refpect ailimilate. 

Alrnoft utterly a ftranger to every principle of focial organization, without chiefs, 
properly fpeaking, without laws, cloathing, or culture of any defcription, without any 
allured means of fubfiftence, or any eftablilhed abode, man here knows no other arms, 
and has no other inftruments than the club and the fpear, both equally imperfect in. 
themfelves, and coarfely fafhioned. A wanderer with his family on the fhore of the 
fea, to that he looks for his chief fubfiftence ; he fojourns for a longer fpace, and 
thither ofteneft returns, where Ihell-filh moft abound, where he with greateft eafe can 
colled: them, and where frefli water may readieft be obtained. What I fay here of 
the individual applies to the whole race in queftion ; the refources of the individual 
fall with thofe of the horde to which he belongs. 

Thefe data eftablilhed, one of their number ftiall die. He is old, refpeCted, father 
of a numerous family, and furrounded by children, before whom he breathes his laft. 
What is to become of the corpfe ? 

Abandon it ? He was their father; was kind : his abandoned corpfe might be¬ 
come the food bf wild animals! This reflection were fufficient to infpire horror even in 
the breaft of favages. Moreover, the putrefaction of the carcafe would not fail of dif- 
gufting them ; and every fcattered bone of a father's corpfe would each fucceeding 
inftant reproach them with ingratitude, or at leaft be a fight at once offenfive and 
difguiiingi 

Should they call it into the fea ? This at firft feems the moft natural and fimple ex¬ 
pedient : but, thrown back by the tides and currents, they might fee again the carcafe 
on their Ihores, and fometimes poflibly its tainted members mingled with the fhell-filh 
of which they make their food. 

Embalm it ? ft his is beyond their ideas, as it is beyond their means. 

Bury it ? i his would be a labour of difficult effectuation, as well from the generally 
hard and rocky nature of the foil, as from an abfolute want of every requifite inftru- 
ment for the purpofe. Still is it probable they would have recourfe to this meafure 
did not another offer itfelf much more ready of efte&uation, and even preferable. * 

ft’his laft meafure is to bum it. Every thing concurs to facilitate this expedient; 
every thing m this is accordant with the mode of life of the inhabitant of thefe Ihores 
as well m the circumftances in which he is placed. Fire, that powerful and terrible 
agent, their recourfe on fo many and fuch valuable occafions, cannot fail of exciting 
among thefe people fome of thofe fentiments of veneration, confecrated with the ma- 
of ancient nations by fuch numerous inftitutions and religious monuments. 
Without being deified, perhaps, as formerly it was, fire in thefe countries* is regarded 
as lomethmg fuperior to the other works of nature; and thefe firft ideas will probably 
nave contributed not in a trivial degree to the determination of burning their dead 
ihe requifite materials for the purpofe were at hand: neither calculation nor labour 
were required for putting the plan in execution; no mftrumem was neceffary : and 
it prevented tamt and the confequent infection. But a few remains of bones would 

* See Philips’s Voyage to New South Wales, page 59, and Marion’s to Diemen’s Land, page 19. 
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be here after the operation, to cover which the afhes of the fire would be fufficient. 
The whole ceremony required only a few hours; and prejudices tended to render it 
reputable and facred. 

Thus then this practice of burning the dead * does not appear to be the effeCt of 
mere chance: accordant with phyfical and local circumftances, thelfe evidently were 
the origin of the cuftom; and did the nature of this work juftify my profecuting the 
fubjett further, it would be eafy for me to prove that this important portion of the 
ufages of people has more relation to the foil and its nature than is at firft view appa¬ 
rent. Is it not, for example, worthy of remark, that thofe two countries molt famous 
for embalming, and mummies, Upper Egypt and Teneriffe, are alike difliinguiflied by 
the conftant drynefs of the foil and the atinofphere, and the facility with which different 
aromatic, aftringent, or refmous ingredients, the effential bafes of the preparations for 
embalming, are obtained ? But, leaving further remarks on this fubjeCt, let us terminate 
what relates to this"Angular monument of Maria llland. 

I was the more pleai'ed with the difeovery I had made from nothing fimilar having 
before been obferved in thefe parts. Riche in one of his excurfions had, indeed, dif- 
covered on Diemen’s Land parts of bones to which the fiefh yet adhered in a half 
calcined flate; and M. Labillardiere had in confequence fufpected that the inhabitants 
burned their dead ; but this fufpicion depended in a circumftance fo doubtful as to be 
unworthy of reliance : on the contrary, this curious chapter may be reckoned nearly 
complete in what regards the hiflory of the inhabitants of thefe regions. The draught 
of the tomb exactly given by M. Petit, and finifhed by 1 ' M. Lefueur, leaves nothing to 
wifii for refpefiing this monument, and the pieafing profpeCfc afforded by the Hope on 
which it was fituate. 

I have noticed a fecond fepulchre ; this we vifited the next day in Oyfter Bay, op- 
pofite to Eaft Bay, and in order to finifli what relates to this fubjeti, anticipating order 
and dates, I fhall detail in as few words as poflible what it prefented peculiar to itfelf. 
Placed on a flight eminence, at the foot of which ran a rivulet of frefh water, the only 
one found on this bay, this latter monument immaterially differed from the one before 
deferibed : but being older than the^ther its form was lefs regular; the poles which 
fupported the pieces of bark had, as well as the bark itfelf, given way j and the grafs 
which covered the afhes had undergone much change from the moifture of the attno- 
fphere: in other rqfpefts, the bones and allies were arranged in nearly the fame manner 
as in the monument of Eaft Bay. The only peculiarity it offered, and which deferves 
fpecial remark, was this : on the interior of foine of the handfomeft and largeft pieces of 
bark certain characters, analogous to thofe ufed by the natives in tattooing the lower 
part of the arm, were engraven. 

To what I have before faid another obfervation muff be added : it is that from the 
nature of thefe monuments no furprize can be excited at their rarity. For the pieces 
of bark by which they are protected muff neceflarily in little time be deftroyed by the 
aftion of the atinofphere, and be difperfed by the winds. The tender and delicate grafs 
which covers the afhes muff likewife foon undergo decoinpofition; and the afhes them- 
felves, partly difperfed, will then fliew no more than that a fire has previoufly been 
kindled on the fpot; and as the bones are colleded together in the bottom of the hole, 
they naturally remain there buried, which accounts fufficiently for none being found 
on the furface of the ground. Add to this the calcination they have undergone, the 
neceffary effeCt of which is to render their decompofition more rapid and complete, 

* The natives of New Holland like wife burn their dead* 
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■ In the mean time my companions had finilhed their geographical furvey, and had 
already been waiting for my return, when I rejoined them; we again embarked to take 
the foundings of the interior of the bay. It prefents deep foundings almoft hi every 
part; but from the bottom, confifting generally of live rock, the anchorage is bad: 
moreover, the bay is too open, and too much expofed to the fury of the winds from the 
fouth-eaft. Doubtlefs to the nature of the bottom it is that the abundance of fucus is 
to be attributed, which on different points of its furface form real pelagic meadows, in 
mid ft of which numberlefs flocks of.fea-mevvs, gulls, divers, and cormorants feek their 
accuftomed food. 

After completing the furvey of the great bay on the eaft, to which we gave the 
name Riedle Bay, in memory of the valuable naturalift buried on the ifland Timor, we 
again landed on the ifland to pafs the night, and by four the next morning, 20th Feb. 
let oft' to continue our exploration of Maria Ifland. 

After doubling the north cape of Riedle Bay, the direction of the land is E. N. E. to 
theparallelof CapeMiftaken *, the mofteafternpoint of theilland. From this to the north 
cape the courfe of it is W. N. W. The whole of the portion of the ifland comprifed 
between the Eaftem Bay and the North Cape is truly frightful. The coaft: forms a 
wall of granite from 320 to 430 feet (Englifli) high : in this wall are vaft caverns, in 
which the waves, dafhing with impetuofity, make a hollow rumbling noife, fimilar to 
that of diftant thunder. In every part the coaft is acceflible : the fea runs high and 
tumultuoufly, and the fpeflator trembles at the very thought of the fate of thole fhips 
driven againft fuch ruthlefs Ihores. 

This conftitution, indeed, of the coaft is confequent on the general pofition of Maria 
Ifland, here expofed to the whole ocean’s rage ; and this is evident from a comparifon of 
this fide with that on the weft of the ifland; for, as foon as the North Cape is palled, to 
which from our engineer we gave the name of Cape BouHanger, the elevation of rhe 
foil decreafes, and difcovers beneath the Ihelter of Diemen’s Land a long fandy beach, 
which is continued almoft uninterruptedly to the extremity of Qyfter Bay. In fhort, 
every thing eaftward denotes the ravages of the waves and winds, while, on the weft, 
the general afpett announces the tranquillity of niture, and the peaceful action of time. 

In front of Cape Bou Hanger is a large rock, joined to Maria Ifland by a ledge of 
dangerous reefs; a-hcad of this rock is a granitic iflet of fome dimenfions, but little 
elevated, fterile, and which, between it and the land, has a narrow ftrait paflable fur 
fmall craft alone: we denominated this North Iflet. 

I have already noticed the floats of fucus which earpetted with verdure part of Riedle 
Bay_: their extent even then caufed great furprize, but on coafting along the N. E. of 
the ifland, thefe fame vegetables occafioned us a ftill greater aftonifliment. For a very 
confiderable diftance the whole furface of the fea was covered with this fubmarine pro- 
duftion; and it was with the greateft difficulty we were enabled to difentangle ourfelves 
from one of thefe floats, in the fldrt of which we became enveloped; nor till after 
feveral hours’ exertion were we able to releafe ourfelves from this unufual obftacle. 
Thefe floats all confifted of one fingle plant, the fucus giganteus, afluredly the hrgeft of 
all pelagic vegetables, as fome that we meafured were from St to 97 meters in lengthf. 
To raife and luftain thefe immenfe branches at the furface of the water nature employs 
a means as fimple as efficacious. At intervals of fpace each branch produces a pretty 
broad leaf dentated at the edge, and crimped over its whole furface, the ftalk of 
which, clofe to its union with the branch, has a pyriform or psar-lhaped bladder from 

* Tllus ky Captain Cox, who difeovered Qyfter Bay in 17S9. f 265 to 318 Engliih feet. 

two 
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two to three inches in length, by about an inch in diameter at its Ioweft and wideft pan. 
iLach of thefe veficles, filled with air, afting as fo many balloons, raife the branches 
to the iurtace, and lupport the fpreading leaves on the waves. Thefe leaves are often of 
conliderable fize; fome I meafured exceeding 32 to 38 decimeters in length # . 

... f C ’ not , ° 5 ll y. on account of the Angularity of its organization and gigantic fize is 
this fucus! defervmg of notice* Tom by the violence of the tempeft from then' parent 
items at the bottom of thefea* thefe floats of fucus are tranfported by the currents to the 
extremity of the bay of Riedle, are foon buried there in the fends, and greatly contribute 
to choak this bay, and encreafe the extent of the ifthmus which divides it from Oviler 
13 ay* Thus, at this extremity of the globe, is realized the grand difplay of the influence 
ot marine plants in encroachments of the land on thefea, pictured by Linnaeus in the pre~ 
face to his hiftory of the mineral kingdom ; but, without dwelling longer on this import- 
ant matter, let us return to our voyage round the ifland Maria. 

After doubling Cape Boullanger, we proceeded rapidly along the whole north-weft 
coalt of the ifland : it is low and Tandy ; vegetation in the neighbourhood of the coaft 
is far from lively ; but the interior difplays hand fome forefts, and the backs of the 
mountains feem covered with tolerably fine trees. By five in the evening we palTed 
Middle Iflet, an iflet to which we gave this name from its intermediate pofition between 
Diemen s Land and Maria Ifland. It is nothing but a rock of granite, about 234 
meters! in diameter, and from r) to 12 metersJ above the furface of the water. 
It is naturally fterile, and the natives of the neighbourhood, being accuftomed to halt 
here in their paffage to Maria Ifland, from the main, have deftroyed for their fires 
whatever vegetation it formerly bore. 

Already had the obfcurity of the evening begun to render our furvey of the coaft 
more and more difficult and uncertain, when we doubled Cape Lefueur, which forms 
the northern point of Oytter Bay : we were on the point of landing to pals the night, 
when we diftinguiflied from five and twenty to thirty favages, advancing towards us, 
armed noth long fpears, and uttering loud exclamations. This numerous band was 
the Iefs agreeable to 11s, as, much fatigued with being two days at fea, we had oc- 
cafion for reft, and with fuch hofts fhouid have been obliged to pafs the night under 
arms ; we therefore refolved on penetrating further into the bay, convinced the fa¬ 
vages would not follow us. As we predicted, indeed, they continued their courfe weft- 
ward, and foon were out of fight : after this we landed. 

Early on the 21ft, we continued our furvey of Oylter Bay : towards the extremity 
it is fo /hallow that we were every inftant in danger of grounding, though oftentimes 
at confiderable diftance from Ihore. Spite of this inconvenience, we completed the 
furvey of the bay, and were about to double the fouth point, when we heard the re¬ 
port of a gun from one of the veflels ; fliortly after, this was fucceeded by others, at 
fuch intervals that we could not miftake their mournful meaning. The laft of my 
co-adjutors, M. Mauge, had ceafed to live, and thefe announced his funeral obfcquies. 
He died the day after our departure, univerfally regretted in both fliips, and worthy 
of the grief felt for his lofs, by the excellence of his character, and the zeal hs had 
manifefted in the expedition. His corpfe was interred on Maria Ifland, at the foot of 
a large lucalyptus, to which a leaden plate was affixed, relating the fad detail of his 
death. The name of Pointe Mauge was given to the part of the ifland which received 
the remains of our unfortunate companion. 

On leaving Oyfter Bay, we proceeded to coaft the weftern Ihore of the ifland, fome 


• Upwards of 10 to 12 feet Englifh. f 770 Englifli feet. J 30 to 40 Englift feet. 
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parts of which remained yet to be furveyed ; after this, we fleered for the fliip, which 

we reached in the evening of the 21 ft February. . . r ,_ t j, P 

The next day, at day-break, I left the fliip again, with inl entioii o , _ ^ 

ifthmus, and vi'fiting the tombs of the eaftern bay. M. Petit, °"^raughff^ * ied ' 
compared me ; a flender boat, known to French fanors by the name of 1 * 

was allotted me, with only three men, and no other arms than a 

M. Petit fecreted in the boat. Indeed, although we had ammunition on boa g^.^* 
a thoufand times told more than fufficient for an expedition inch as that on which we 
were fent, our commander had forbidden the taking of arms on our excurfions, under 
pretence of too much powder being expended. Indeed, the very day preens to my 
departure, two carpenters belonging to the Nuturalifte, attacked on Mana lfland were 
on the point of falling by the hands of the natives: yet, notwuhftanding, andfpite- 
my folicitations, the commodore was inflexible; and as it came to an i u , _ 

chofe to rifle unarmed an attack from the favages, or give up our intended excurfio , 

I made no hefitation about my choice. It will prefently be feen to what danger 

Twas“ SrfS °i t tgu& the fouth ftde of Oyfter Bay a great fir £ 
which, as it muft have been kindled by the favages, gave ns hopes of meeting with 
them in that direftion; we landed at that point therefore, and our expeQations were 
realized: fourteen natives, feated round this fire, received us with tranfpoi ts of lur- 
prife, admiration, and pleafure. Medi, medi, were the firft words with which y 
addreffed us. We feated ourfelves, and they in a group about us; the chief ot the 
favages were armed with fpears, the reft with clubs; they laid them by their li e, 
and M. Rouget, the cockfwain, who accompanied us, and to whom we conhded oui 
mufquet, placed it on the ground, refolved not to part with it from his fide, lei any 
native fliould fpring upon and bear it off to the woods, a precaution rendered neceUary 
from fpecimens of fnnilar condud on the part of the favages before met with in the 

Ch Our^rms thus depofited, we mutually gazed on each other for fome feconds. The 
natives were anxious to feel the calves of our legs, and our breafts , we comp il 
readily in this particular with all they wilhed, and repeated fhouts expreffed their iur- 
prife at the whitenefs of our fkin ; but gradually they fought to carry their re eaic es 
ftill farther : poflibly they doubted if we were of fimilar conformation altogether with 
themfelves; or, perhaps, they wiflied to determine our fex. Whichever might be the 
caufe, they folicited this extraordinary examination with fo much obltinacy and 
earneftnefs, as fcarcely admitted of refufal. Perceiving, however, our repugnance, 
they no longer infilled, with refpect to us, on the profecution of their enquiry, but 
were abfolute with refpeft to one of our failors, who, owing to his youth, and his 
being without a beard, feemed the moft fit object to verify or difprove their conjectures- 
This young man, at my requeft, confenting to^ gratify their curiofity, the favages 
feemed delighted; but foon as they perceived him to be formed like themielves, 
they all at once fet up fuch loud fhouts of aflonifhment and joy, as perfectly (tunned 

While they were thus minutely examining us, I myfelf was employed in obferving 
them with the moft profound attention- Moft of them were young men, from fixteen 
to twenty-five; two or three feemed between thirty and five and thirty ; one alone, 
the el deft of all, was between fifty and five and fifty ; he alone wore the fkin of a 
kangaroo over his fhoulders : the others were perfectly naked- Generally fpeaking, 
all of them were of tolerable height for their years- Among the full grown men, one 

^ of 
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of them was 1 meter 786 millimeters high* ; but he was much more fiends and 
lean than his companions: all the others differed in ftature, between 1 meter 678 
millimeters t, and i meter 732 millimetersOne alone among them had his hair 
powdered with the duft of red ochre : he was a young man, from twenty-four to 
twenty-five years of age, called Bara Ooroo, of a more handfome form than the 
others, but with the charafteriftic vices of proportion of his race } that is to fay, that, 
with a weil fiiaped head, broad and flefliy fhoulders, an ample chefr, and very muf- 
cular buttocks, all his extremities were lank and weak, efpecially the lees; his bellv 
alfo was too big for the reft of his body. • b y 

Their countenances were very expreffive : the paffions were depia'ed on them for- 
cibly, as with rapidity they fucceeded each other ; their features, equally flexible with 
their affections, change and are modified with them : frightful and brutal when they 
threaten j their phyfiognoniy, when they are fufpicious, expreffes inquietude and per¬ 
fidy ; and, when they laugh, is gaily frantic, and almoft convulfed: in the more old 
it is mournful, Item, and lombre; but, generally fpeaking, in all, whatever time obi 
lerved, their look has fomewhat in it fmifter and ferocious, which cannot efcape the 
eye of the diligent obferver^ and which but too fully correfponds with theix^ 
character. 

After fome inftants dedicated to wonder, and the examination of each other 
M. Petit played off fome juggler’s tricks, which much diverted them, and excited the 
molt whimficai demonftrations of pleafure and enthufiafm : but nothing to them was 
fo much a fubjeft of aftonifhment, as to fee M. Rouget flick a pin into the calf of his 
leg, without exhibiting any fymptom of pain, or caufmg a Angle drop of blood to 
flow. At this prodigy they looked at each other in filence, as if to fignify their 
amazemen*; and afterwards fimultaneoufly they fhouted like madmen. Unfortunately 
for me, among the prefents made them were fome pins; one of the party, felicitous of 
afeertaining whether I participated the infenfibility they had juft admired, approached 
filently and thruft a pin ftrongly into my calf. I could not refrain from cry in ^ out 
loudly on the occafion, and this the more from being taken wholly by furprife. ° 

In the mean time, M. Petit and myfelf availed ourfelves of the moment, and the 
goo cl dilpofition at the time of the favages: while he was employed in taking the 
Iikenefs of that one of the ’party whole regularity of features, exprefiion of coun¬ 
tenance, and form, ftruck us the moil, 1 endeavoured, by means of the words I 
had been able to colka in the channel, to make them comprehend our friendly fen- 
timents towards them; in this converfation making great ufe of geftures, the meaning of 
which they feize with a readinefs difficult for us to conceive. 

Now it was that our interview became truly interefting : feated pell-mell amid the 
allies of their fire, we feemed mutually fatisfied with each other. I feized this occa¬ 
fion fo favourable to my detigns, and made a number of queftions, confining myfelf 
exclufively to thofe mofl ealy of comprehenfion : by fuch means I fucceflively obtained 
an anfwer to the words, to gape, to burn one’s felf, to pifs, to go to ftool,' to break 
wind, laugh, cry, whiftle, blow, fpit, give a box o’ the ear, tie, untie, wreftle, tear, 
ftrangle, eructari, &c. &c. In general they poflefs great difeernment: they under- 
ftood with much facility the meaning of my geftures; feemed in an inftant to com¬ 
prehend them, and repeated with much complacency the words I did not at firlt 
exprefs with propriety. 

1 rauft not here omit one very Angular obfervation I made : they feem to have no. 


5 feet io£ inches Englilh. f j feet 6 inches Englilh. % y feet S inches Englilh. 


idea. 


{$64 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 

idea of faluting by means of a kifs. In vain did I fucceffively addrefs myfelf to many 
for the purpofe of making them apprehend what I defired to learn, and appioacn my 
face to theirs; they exhibited uniformly on the occafion, that furprue confequent on 
an unufualand unknown aflion, and in the fame manner I had remarked among the 
natives of the channel Dentrecafteux. And when on my faluting them, i enquired 
jrouanarana, (what is this called), nidego (I know not, I do not comprehend,) was 
their conftant reply. The a&ion of embracing (careffe) was not lefs itrange to them: 
in vain by gefture did I firive to learn their expreffion for this token or endearment, 
their wonder fpoke their ignorance, and nidego ferved to confirm me in the aflurance 
of their having no conception of its meaning# Thus thefe two aftions, which with us 
appear fo natural, kiffing and affectionately embracing, are apparently unknown to 
thefe ferocious and barbarous people. Still, I wifh not to eflablifh as a pofitive fact 
the conjecture I here announce; but to what 1 have previoufly obferved, I muff add, 
that whether in Diemen’s Land, or New Holland, I never once faw a favage embrace 
another of his own, or even of a different fex* 

I have already noticed the changeable!} efs of thefe favages, and little tunc elapfed 
ere we had a new and extraordinary exhibition of this characteriftic. While M, Petit 
and myfelf were moil intent on our refearches, we fuddenly heard loud exclamations 
from the interior of the foreft. The favages mftantly fprang- up, feized their arms, 
and direfted their looks, expreffive of fie^cenefs and furprife, towards thefea* They 
feerned greatly agitated ; at length we diftinguifhed one of the boats of our veffels 
failing along the coaft a fliort difiance from us: I had no doubt but this boat, dif- 
cerned by a kind of centinels, probably their wives, ftationed for the puiyofe on 
rocks or high trees, was the caufe of their agitation and alarm* Other cries were 
Ihortly after heard; and as thefe moil likely announced the boat's leaving the fhore, 
their fears feemed in meafure to fubfide : I took occafion now to endeavour to make 
them comprehend that the men they faw were, like ourfelves, friends ; and that they 
nad nothing to look for from them but kindnefs and prefents : they apparently under- 
ftood my proteftations and geftures, became compofed, and again laid down their 
arms* We now were felicitous, M. Petit of continuing to take their likeneffes, and 
myfelf of collecting other words of their language ; but their inquietude and diffrac¬ 
tion momentarily encreafed ; they refufed to anfwer my queflions, nor lefs was the 
trouble M# Petit experienced in finifhing the drawings he had begun# 

By degrees they feemed' to become more enterprizing; they converfed with’ looks 
denoting great agitation, and when their eyes were direfted towards us, their coun¬ 
tenance was more fombre and ferocious than before; we hence conceived they medi¬ 
tated fome violence ; but the mufquet of M. Rouget, and the afpedt of this young man, 
one of the fineft and moil: intrepid of our crew, appeared to keep them in awe* 
Whether out of curiofity, or with fome perfidious intention, they were perpetually 
teazing him to flioot the birds perched on the neighbouring trees* : but we were too 
infufficiently fure of the value of our gun, and judged our fituation to be too critical to 
comply with,their requeft ; our denial in confequenee furnilhed them with a frefh fub- 
je£t for fufpicion and inquietude* 

In proportion to the increafe of their miftruft was their audacity* One of them 

# How comes this ? M* Peron in every thing he has related gives room for belief that his party were 
the firft Europeans feen by thei'e favages; yet, here he makes them acquainted with the ufe of a mufquet, 
which they could only know from having feen tt fired and witneffed its effect: for, otherwife, they could 
not from its appearance and want of point, imagine it to be a weapon capable of killing birds, or of being 
ufed fuccefsfuliy as a nriffile# Ta. 
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Infilled on having the waiftcoat I wore, which by its lively colour had excited his atten¬ 
tion. I had refufed his iterated demand of it before in a manner which I thought 
would have prevented repetition ; but, when leaft aware, he laid hold of it, and 
pointing his fpear at my bread, feemed emphatically to fay “ Give it me, or you are 
a dead man.” In fuch a critical pofition, to have Ihewn anger had been dangerous, 
for the wretch would undoubtedly have run me through ; I therefore affected to con- 
fider his threat as a mere joke, and, feizing the point of his fpear, pointed to M. Rou- 
get, whofe gun was levelled at him, at the fame time uttering the Ample word mata*, 
which in their language fignifies death ; he underftood me, and withdrew his fpear, 
afl ii ming as much indifference as if he had done nothing to give offence. 

I had fcarcely efcaped from this peril before I found myfelf compromifed in a man¬ 
ner if not equally fearful at lead very unpleafant. One of the large gold rings I wore 
in my ears having excited the cupidity of another favage, he paffed flily behind me, 
and putting his finger through it, tugged it with fo much ftrength as would infallibly 
have torn my ear had not the ring opened. 

When we reflect that thefe men had as it were been loaded by us with prefents, fuch 
as mirrors, knives, beads, pearls, handkerchiefs, fnuff-boxes, &c., that I had drip¬ 
ped myfelf for them of my coat buttons, which being of gilt copper had druck them by 
their fhining appearance, and that, without exacting return, we had fubmitted to all their 
caprices and fatisfied all their wiflies,—one can but wonder at their injudice and per¬ 
fidy ; nay, I may fafelyaffirm that,but for M. Rouget, who kept them in check with his 
dreadful weapon, M. Petit and myfelf would certainly have fallen victims to thefe 
brutal defperadoes. 

For my part, from natural difpofition as much as from principle, no one could have 
felt more difpofed than myfelf to bear with their trifiing and caprice, but I mud freely 
own that their every action carried with it afhewof fuch perfidioufnefs and ferocity, as 
revolted not only me but my companions alfo ; and, connecting what I have recently 
depicted with what had previoudy occurred to a variety of our companions in the 
channel of Dentrecafteaux, the deduction follows that no one fliould trud htmfelf 
among thefe people without fufficient means to redrain their ill-will, or repulfe their 
attacks. But this caution is not only neceffary with'the race we now treat of, it is 
equally requifite with all favage or flightly civilized people, as is evidently fhewn in all 
narratives of travellers. Even in thofe countries, the inhabitants of which are mod 
extolled for the gentlenefs of their character, Europeans, when by themfelves, or in 
flight parties, have been in great danger, and oftentimes have fallen the victims of 
their liberal but mifplaced confidence. A difcuffion on this head, however', is too 
little connected with this work to admit of my enlarging on the intereding particulars 
it might furnifh, and which on fome future occafion I mean to codeCt in one 
work. 

Tired of the ungenerous procedure of the favages of Maria Ifland, I refolved on 
putting an end to our perilous interviewj but defirous of repeating certain experiments 
I had made in the channel on the phyfical drength of the inhabitants of thefe coun- 

• Mattar in the Spanifh tongue, fignifies to kill. The Spaniards received the word from the 
Arabians. It is radically Hebrew, (mawt) is the root, and fignifies death, whence alfo, mors, mort, 
and muerite, of the fame meaning in Latin, French, and Spanilh. It certainly is fingular that this word,- 
prefumptively one of the oldeft in the language of thefe favages, fliould have the fame meaning it had 
with the oldeft nation of which we have any authentic hiftory, and makes one regret that M. Peron fliould 
not have given the vocabulary he notices his having obtained, as probably it furniflies other affinities to the 
Hebrew. Tr. 
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tries, I fent for the dynamometer of Regnier which I had in the boat, in hopes the 
figure and ufe of the inftrument would attraft the attention of the ferocious men whofe 
powers I meant to afcertain. I was not deceived ; the inftrumenE was a fubjeft of 
admiration, and I had fome difficulty in preventing its being broke. After fpecifying 
its ufe by means of a variety of experiments made for this purpofe by ourfelves, we 
induced them to try their ftrength by it; already feven individuals had undergone the 
trial, when one of them, who had not been able to raife the needle fo high as me, 
feemed vexed on the occafion, and, as if to give the lie direft to its ftatement, feized 
me by the wrift, and apparently defied me to difengage myfelf from his grafp. After 
fome efforts, I at length fucceeded: but grafping his wrift in turn with all my ftrength, 
in fpite of all he could do, he found it impoffible to releafe himfelf. This proof of 
his inferior ftrength feemed at once to cover him with confufion, and roufe his 
anger. 

Hitherto the old man I have before fpoken of had preferved the deepefi: filence ; 
but, after what had taken place, he addreffed a few words to his countrymen ; with¬ 
out their feeining to be uttered as an order, they produced fuch effedfc that no one 
afterwards would touch the dynamometer- 

Before we parted, I thought it right to leave them fome frefli tokens of our bene¬ 
volence: with this intent I approached the old man, and taking him by the hand in an 
affefiionate manner, prefented him a glafs bottle, a knife, two gilt buttons, a white 
handkerchief, &c. ; at the fame time I fignified that we were about to depart, but 
would return to vifit him again with freih prefents for himfelf and companions. He 
feemed the better pleafed with thefe laft prefents, from under handing we were about 
to go ; he fmiled with a look of fatisfaftion, but which at the fame time was mingled 
with fome what favage and difquiet. 

While I was thus taking leave of the old man, M- Petit who was anxious to obtain 
a fpear, had bartered a mirror for one ; I alfo was felicitous of a dob, and had already 
procured it, when the favages, fuddenly recollecting themfelves, fnatched back thefe 
weapons, and all fimoltaneoufly making a loud outcry, threatened us with their wea¬ 
pons in fuch manner that M, Rouget was obliged to fbout loudly in order to inti¬ 
midate them, at the fame time pointing his piece at the one who feemed the molt inve¬ 
terate againft me; This was the fame Bara-Ooroo, who I have before noticed was 
the handfomefhman of the party, and whofe likenefs M. Petit had juft completed wnh 
much nicety. 

After this laft aft of violence we had not an inftant to lofe in reaching the fhore : 
but, 'appre hen five % left thefe men fhould throw ftones, or hurl their fpears at us as we 
retreated, an attack of which defcription, from what had happened in the channel, was 
not new to us* we agreed that M. Petit and myfelf fhould go before, while M. Rouget 
with his mufquet fhould elofe the rear- This precaution prevented any accident-; we 
regained our boat, and fleered for the bottom of the bay. The natives for fome time 
kept a parallel courfe to that we went, but perceiving two of our boats, the crews of 
which were dragging for oyfters, they plunged into the forefts; and from that inftant 
no one made his appearance again on this part of the coaft- 

I have been thus minute in the defcription of this long and nearly fatal interview, to 
enable the reader to form the better judgment of the difficulty which travellers 
meet with in their intercourfe with favages, and to fhew the impracticability of 
foftening the natural ferocity of their difpofition, or removing their ill-will towards 
ft rangers- 

We now reached the extremity of Oyfter Bay, and traverfing the iflhmus on foot, 

arrived 
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arrived at the tombs, of which M. Petit made an exatt draught. After this we returned 
to our veflel. 

While thus employed on Maria Ifland, three boats, difpatched nearly at the fame 
inftant, were exploring all the neighbouring parts of Diemen’s Land and the contiguous 
iflands. One of them under the command of the elder Freycinfb, was ordered to pro¬ 
ceed towards the fouth, anti vifit all that portion of the coaft of Diemen’s Land com¬ 
prized between the cape oppoiite to the fouthern point of Maria Ifland, called by us 
Cape Bernier and Frederic Iienrick’s Point, where the furvey of our veflels ter¬ 
minated. Within this fpace, fuppofing the chart of Tafman to be correct, would be 
comprised the Bays of Marian and Frederic Henric. We fliall fliortly fee that the 
chart was in this point correct, 

M. FreyciinX the younger, in the fecond boat, was likewile to take his departure 
from Cape Bernier, proceed northward to the parallel of Shouten Iflands, and furvey 
that part of the coaft of Diemen’s Land oppofite Maria Ifland. 

Laftly, the third boat carried the engineer Faure, directed to explore Schouten 
Iflands, which had only been curforily furveyed by Tafman, In this laft boat M. Bailli 
made one of the party. 

We fliall now detail the principal refults of thefe three explorations : 

That of the elder M. Freycincfc was of eight days’ duration, and furnilhed the follow¬ 
ing account: Between Cape Bernier on the north, and Cape Frederic Henrick on the 
fouth, lies Mariqn Bay. Expofed to all the winds between the fouth and eaft, it is, 
properly fpeaking, an open roadfted of little fecurity, not with/tan ding it has almoft 
every where fufficient depth of water, and an excellent bottom. All the northern fide 
of this bay, from Cape Bernier to Surf Point, confifts of high lands ; the coaft may be 
neared pretty clofe : it alfo prefents many imall caves in which boats may find Ihelter, 
provided the eaft winds do not blow with too great violence. From Surf Point to the 
entrance of Frederic Henrick’s Bay, of which 1 fliall fpeak fliortly, extends a fandy beach, 
extremely flat, and deferibing a pretty regular curve. “ The eaft wind, which blew at 
this time,” fays M. H. Freycincd, “ occafioned on this long fbore a dreadful furf: 'the 
fea broke with violence, and was whitened with foam the fpace of feveral cables’ length. 
Still, defirous of keeping near to Ihore as poflible, I flood in, but in a little time was 
furrounded by fuch high and heavy waves that I was under neceflity of getting further 
out with precipitation.” 

At the extremity of Marian Bay is an opening which communicates with that of Fre¬ 
deric Henrick. This opening is narrow, and its eaftern point is defended by breakers, 
againft which the fea dallies with great force : ftill it is not in reality fo dangerous as it 
feems ; and M. Freycincd found in it three fathoms water. The interior of the bay is 
replete with fliallows and extenfive fand-banks, which at low water are dry. The 
greateft depth of water occurs in the fouthem part, and this confequently is the baft 
place of anchorage. In the fouth eaft is a frnall river which brought down at this time 
a pretty confiderable volume of frefli water; this alfo is of greater value, as in the hot 
feafon of the year, that which then reigned, all the neighbouring parts of the con¬ 
tinent and the iflands are nearly deftitute of this article. The coniequence of this bay 
is further encreafed by the multitudes offifh which fwarm in it, and by the facility with 
which wood may be procured ; unfortunately it is ill fuited for large veffels, on account 
of the fand-banks by which it is choaked, and on which there would be danger of their 
running aground. 

( Combining thefe laft labours of -M. H. Freycinft with thofe of the engineer Faure, of 
which we have fpoken in the preceding chapter, it appears, 
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ifh That Frederic Henrick's Bay* with refpeft to its pofition, iscorre&ly laid down 
by Tafman, 

2d- That what is denominated Maroin Bay is only a road in front of Frederic Bay, 
to which Tafman affigned no diftinguiftung name. 

3d- That Frederic Bay is perfectly a different bay to that which under this name is 
defcribed in the chart ofDentrecafteaux, and which we termed BuachePort, 

4th. That the bay and port are divided by an ifthmus of fufficient breadth and height 
to prevent the fea parting over it at any time* 

5th- That in this fpot no trace is feen of the channel of communication marked in 
the chart of Dentrecafteaux. 

6th. That the chart of Flinders, more exact than the foregoing, inafmuch as it no¬ 
tices no fuch channel, is ft ill defective in the pofition it afiigns to Frederic Henrick 
Bay, which, according to the Englifh navigator of whom I fpeak, is the fame as the 
North Bay of the French chart- The pofition here given to it, however, is fuch as is 
refuted by a mere glance at the route and chart of Tafman. 

yth. That the charts of Tafman and Marian are more exa£t in the delineation of this 
portion of Diemen's Land than thofe of modern navigators. 

8th- That Marion in this part made no new difcovery ; for, as well as it would have 
been impoffible for Tafman to have recognized Frederic Bay, and take that furvey of 
it, for which we are indebted to him, without traverfiiig and confequently difcovering 
Marion Bay, this bay itfelf, as may be feen by comparing the draught of it by Tafman 
with our own, is more corre£tl y laid down by him than by Marion. However, as 
cuftom has fanftioned thefe denominations, we fhall confine the diftin£tion of Frederic 
Henrick Bay to the fmall port vifited by M- H. Freycinct ; and that of Marion Bay to 
the large roadfted in front of the port, comprized, as we have before noticed, between 
Cape Bernier on the north, and Frederic Henrick Cape fouthward. 

gth. And, finally, that the extent between Monge Bay, Buache Port, and Marion 
and Frederic Henrick Bays, forms a new peninfula, which, on the fouth, is united to 
that of Tafman by the ifthmus defcribed in the preceding chapter, and which, towards 
the north, isconne&ed with the refidue of Diemen's Land by the laft mentioned ifth 
mus. This fecond peninfula, to which we gave the name of Forefteris Peninfula, is 
compofed of high lands, which almoft fuddenly Hope towards the two ifthmufes : on 
this lingular conformation we mull make fome Ihort remarks. 

Carting the eye over the chart of the fouthern extremity of Diemen's Land, one is 
furprized at firft at the number of ifthmufes on this eaftern coaft : thus, Bruny ifthmus. 
North ifthmus, thofe of Foreftier and the ifland Maria, are, as it were, heaped toge¬ 
ther 1 and another again will (hardy be noticed, compofed of the land defcribed by pre¬ 
vious navigators as iilands under the name of Schouten- All thefe ifthmufes are ex¬ 
tremely low and narrow, and prefent a truly remarkable contraft to the contiguous lands, 
moftly confifting of high mountains ; from this circumftanee it follows that, in order 
not to be miftaken as to the real form of the coaft, the furvey muft be made at but a 
fhort diftance, as when afar off, the exiftence of thefe ifthmufes cannot be diftinguifhed : 
to this alfo is to be attributed the errors with refpeft to them of Tafman, Furneaux, 
and Flinders, and that like wife in the chart of Dentrecafteaux. It will readily be 
conceived, in faft, that the engineers of this laft navigator not being able to advance 
yond Fox Point, — and being there at too great diftance to perceive the very low ifthmus 
at the extremity of Frederic Bay, or any other land, as indeed there is only the open 
fea beyond, — it will, I fay, be readily conceived that they might, nay, that they ought 
to conclude on the exiftence of a direct communication between the North Bay, in 

which 
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which they were, and the Frederic Bay of Tafman, which they knew to lay m that 
direction. Thus it is that phyfical and geological obfervations, too much neglected by 
common geographers, are capable oftentimes of throwing a light on, and occafionally 
of folving, difficulties of this defcription, delicate in theinfelves, and of utmoft im* 
parlance to navigators. 

The miffion of M. Freycinct the younger was not of equal difficulty with that I have 
lad defcribed ; nor was it of long duration, as this officer, who left the {hip on the 
20th, returned on the evening of the 22d. At a fhort diftance north of Cape Bernier* 
he difcovered an extenfive fait rnarfli which, by a narrow opening, choked with 
fhingles, communicates wkh the fea. Beyond this marfli, and oppofitetothe northern 
iflet, he found a fmall port, at the bottom of which many rivulets difcharged a brackiflr 
water; fome of thefe rivulets, however, feemed to him likely in the rainy feafon to> 
furnifti frelher water : this little cove he named Port Montbazin. He thence purfued 
his courfe towards the north : fliortly he found himfelf abreaft of a large cape, which 
he denominated Bougainville, Here the coaft takes a direction north-north-weft, and 
forms, in a parallel with the fouthero extremity of Schouten Ifland, a fmall creek, of 
tolerable depth, but every where expofed to winds from the fouth-by-eaft, Here ter¬ 
minated the furvey of JVL L. Freycind ; remains now we ffiould give the refult of the 
miffion of M. Faure to the fo named Schouten iflands. 

North of Maria Ifland, on all the general or partial chans of thefe regions, is laid.' 
down a long chain of iflands, which, under the name of Schouten iflands, project along 
the eaftern fide of Diemen’s Land, leaving a wide channel, or rather a long {trait, 
between them and the land, Difcovered fir A by Tafrnan in 1642, they were more ex¬ 
actly noticed by Furneauxin 1770 ; and Captain Flinders in 1799 coafled along them 
at a fhort diftance. The united labours of thefe navigators fo juftly celebrated did not 
admit of our doubting the land here defcribed was really divided into iflands ; but, as 
no one of the three had penetrated the ftrait between them and Diemen’s Land, 
M. Faure was directed to effect its furvey* 

After coafting along Diemen’s Land till abreaft of Cape Bougainville, in courfe of the 
igth of February, in the morning of the 20th he fleered for the rnoft fouthem of thefe 
fuppofed iflands* By eleven, he perceived an iflet directly in his track : “We then,” 
faid M* Bailli, w began to diftingui/h a very ftrong and highly difagreeable fine 11, which 
gradually augmented the nearer we approached the iflets ; when, but at fhort diftance 
from its fhoies, we found them covered with feals, (phocas), The larger, which were 
of a yellowifh colour, were couched on the higher parts ; while the fmaller, which 
feemed to be black, filled the cavities in the lower part of the rock. The fliore was 
rather fteep, fo that, when one of the feals in the upper part wifhed to defcend it glided 
down generally, and bore before it thofe in its way below* This rock is furrounded by 
very deepwater; the plummet, at two boats’ length diftant, giving fourteen fathoms, 
with a bottom covered with fea-weed, goemons and fucus, which rofe to the level with 
the furface. 

At four in the evening, M. Faure landed from a fmall inlet adjoining the fouth-weft 
cape of Schouten ifland, which received his name. t£ This ifland,” continues M* 
Bailli, “ is entirely formed, on its eaftern fide, of high and very flfeep granitic moun¬ 
tains, rarely covered with vegetation, and moft commonly presenting the bare rock. 
The weftern coaft, more uniform, and of gentler Hope is formed of horizentai layers: 
covered with wood, it is of pleafing appearance, and is eafy of accefs from a Tandy beach 
in front.” E, S. E* of cape Faure are feven fmall rugged iflets, projected in front of 
the S* E, point of Scouten ifland : we called them Taillefer iflets, from the worthy 
phyfician of whom we foon {hall have to make particular mention. 
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After furveying the whole weftem coaft of Schouten ifland, in courfe of the morning 
of the 21 ft February TVT- Faure found himfelf oppofite to the little ftrait which feparates 
this ifland from a fecond land, which he then took for another of the Schouten i(lands. 

« This channel” fays the companion of M. Faure, “is very deep, prefents in every 
part fufficient room for tacking between high and very fteep fhores, at the bafe of which 
there is not lei's than eighteen fathoms water.” We have named it in our chart the 
Strait of the Geograpbe, in memory of the veffel to which we owe the furvey of this 
portion of Diemen’s Land. 

On croffing the ftrait of the Geograpbe, M. Faure intended to make towards the 
north to reconnoitre the eaftern coaft of Scouten iflands, and afterwards enter the fup- 
pofed ftrait between them and Diemen's Land: but vainly was the whole of the 21 ft 
and 22d employed in fearch of this ftrait; fo that, finding no paflage whatever, he was 
obliged to return on the 23d to the channel of the Geography in order to coaft; on the 
weftem the lapse lands of which he had l'urveyed the eaftern tides. About noon he 
landed from a final! inlet, on the fouthern extremity of what he then deemed the fecond 
of the Scouten iflands; and as the weather from the evening of the day before 
had been tempeftuous, he refolved 011 halting here till next morning, and this the more 
willingly, from the crew, who had not been on fliore for two days, being exhaufted with 
fatigue. 

M. Bailli availed himfelf of the landing to make fome ufetiil obfervations on this 
point, « High granitic mountains,” fays he, “ thefuiamits of which were alniofl en¬ 
tirely naked, form the whole of the eaftern coaft of this part of Diemen's Land ; 
they rife fuddenly from their bafe; the lands which unite them to each other are 
extremely low, and imperceptible a fhort way out at lea. To this Angular confuta¬ 
tion is undoubtedly owing the errors of thofe navigators by whom we had been pre¬ 
ceded in thefe parts, and by whom thofe mountains were miftaken for fo many 
iflands. We have before remarked that the eaftern fhore of thefe pretendedtiflands 
is fteep, wild, and fterile; and that of the weft low, pleating, and covered\with 
wood: this contraft, noticed as well by my friend M. Peron in the ifland Maria, is 
affuredly a confequence of the fame phyfical caufe. This part is aifo occationally 
inhabited by man ; for in many parts we diftlnguifhed vefliges of fires and meals.” 

The 24 th February was paffed in ale ending towards the north, parallel with the 
weftern coaft of Schouten iflands : but impetuous fqualls fpringing up from the fouth 
fcarcely allowed fufficient time for our travellers to feek refuge to leeward of a fmall 
ifland, which, from its value at this critical inftant, they termed the Ifiet of Refuge. 
6t It is,” according to Mr. Bailli, u about a quarter of a league from the fhore, and 
confifts merely of a granitic flat, which riles but a few feet above the water ; is covered 
with trees, but affords no trace of frefli water/' 

The furvey of the weftern coaft was completed on the 25th, and any doubt refpeft- 
ing its conftitution which might before have exifted was by that time completely re¬ 
moved. In faffc, after making in fucceffion the circuit of feveral inlets of tolerable depth, 
divided from the eaftern fea by low and fandy necks of land, on one of which they dif- 
covered a large pond of frefh water, our companions found themfelves at the extremity 
of a bay, the coafts of which they carefully furvey ed. cc This bay,” fays Mr. Bailli, 

runs fifteen miles in land, and is four leagues wide at its mouth : the bottom is good, 
and the foundings conftantly from 5 to 14 fathoms: it is flickered from all winds, ex¬ 
cepting thofe from the S. by E. to S* E. and is covered in great meafure even from 
thefe by Maria Ifland and the Ifle of Seals. Its capacity will admit of anchorage for any 
number of fiiips ; wood may readily be obtained, as the country abounds in iorefts, and 
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the coaft Is acelTible to the fmalleft boats ; nor would any difficulty occur in taking in 
water from the large pond on the peniufula we havejoft now mentio ned 1 he ap¬ 
pearance off the bay "is moreover, pi&urefque* is two chains of Softy mountains of parallel 
direction embracing the whole fhore, and giving it the appearance of a beautiful valley 
invaded by the waves* 

Thefe different obfervations afford the following conclufions : 

iff* That of the five illands, marked on charts hitherto under the denomination of 
Schouten, one alone has adlual exiftence. 

sd* That the coaff which extends from the north cape of this ifland of Schouten to 
lat. 41^ & S. conftitutes a new peniufula, to which we have given the name of Freycind 
Peninfula. 

3d, That no other channel or ftrait exifts but that between Schouten Ifland and 
Freycind Peninfula. 

4th, That the whole fpace cornprifed between the pretended Scouten Ifland and 
Diemen's Land forms a large and very hand feme bay, denominated Fleurieu Bay, in 
honour of the illuftrious Savant to whom France and its navy are indebted for fo many 
valuable works. 

5th. That Diemen's Land, previoufly aggrandized by us by the addition of the penin- 
fulas Tafman and Buache, is ffill further enlarged from our laft furveyby the adjunction 
of all the Schouten iflands, one only excepted. 

Finally, thefe refults from thefe different conclufions, that our furvey fo minutely 
comprehends all the geographic detail of this part of Diemen's Land, that it may be 
looked upon as one of the moll complete that could be made on a fimitar expedition. 

Thefe operations being thus terminated we fet fail in the afternoon of the 27th Feb* 
and direfted our courfe round the fouthern part of the ifland Maria. But before we 
leave it entirely, let us exhibit a fummary view of its phyfical confutation ; a view which 
feems to me the more requifite from this confti lution being in great meafure the fame as 
that of the neighbouring lands, and efpecially of Schouten Ifland andFreycinft Peninfula. 

Maria Ifland, difeovered in 1642 by Abel Tafman, is fituate on the eaffera fide of 
Diemen's Land, in lat 42 0 42'S. long. 145 0 54ME* of the meridian of Paris; the 
obfervation being calulated for the fouth point of Oyfter Bay* It is of very irregular 
figure; wide, and more lofty on the north and fouth ; it is very narrow towards the 
middle, fo much fo, as in one part to prefen £ an iff limns but 250 or 300 paces broad ; 
and here its elevation above the fea fcarcely exceeds 1 o or 1 2 meters ** The geographical 
pofuion of this ifland, its expofure to the polar winds from the fouth, its little extent, 
the loftinefs of its two parts on the N. E. and S. E. the continuity of the high mountains 
of Diemen’s Land, the plan of the ifland, fo greatly narrowed near the middle that its 
two extremities embrace little but the fea, and, laftly, marfhes of tolerable extent on the 
north fide of the Bay of Oyfters ; thefe are colle&ive circumftances tending much to 
diminilh the proportion of heat it experiences- In fad, notwkhffanding we w f ere on the 
ifland during the hotteft feafon in thefe countries, the extreme of heat during our ffay 
did not exceed 15° of Reaumur f while the mean of heat was 12, 9^ of Reaumur J. 
The nights efpecially were very cold, for at about four in the morning the mercury 
fcarcely maintained itfelf in the thermometer at 8° Reaumur §. The caufes we have 
pointed out tending to diminilh the degree of warmth felt on this ifland concur to render 
the atmofphere on the other hand much more humid. Hence miffs are very common, 
and night and morning the fummits of the mountains are conffamly enveloped in 
vapour* , 

# 32 to 39 Eoglifl*feet* f 59 0 of Fahr. J 5 J, 3 * 0 Falir. § 4 6 } 4^ Fahr, 
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The foil participates in the character of the atmofphere ; wherever it is not rocky or 
fandy it is conftantly moift, and the Ioweft parts are marfliy. 

Still, frefli water is a rarity in Maria Ifland ; nor will this appear ftrange, attention being 
paid to the nature and conflitution of the country. In the Bay of Oyfters we found 
only a very fparing rill of frefli water on the fouth fide, and a few pits dug by the natives 
on the borders of the marflies of the north fide, in which pits the water was ftagnant 
and bad. In Riedle Bay I difcovered two fmall rivulers, one at the foot of the hill of the 
tomb, the other on the fame fliore, but nearer to the mouih of the bay. The water of 
thefe two rivulets was excellent; but as the anchorage in the ealt bay, if not impractica¬ 
ble, is at leaft very dangerous, their exiftence is of little value to navigation. The 
barometer, during our ftay, was fubjett to great variation ; many times the mercury 
funk from 28 p 4' to if 10 1 and even if 9, 5 1 . The weather altogether much refem- 
bled the latter part of autumn in our country. 

The mineral productions of the ifland are not multiplex, the generally granitic nature 
of the foil a&s, in meafure, as an exclufion of any other fubftance. The granite we 
collected is of two fpecies ; one very dark and fmall grained, is that of which the rocks 
on the fouth and fouth-eaft are compofed: this appears again on the fouthern coaft of 
the Bay of Oyfters, at the northern part of the fame bay, and, in Ihort, feems to be the 
bafe of all the lefs elevated rocks. The fecond fpecies is remarkable from its large 
cryftals of yellowilh feldtfpar and the greenifh hue of the mica, which, combined with 
quartz, intervenes between the cryftals. This magnificent fpecies of granite, difcovered 
again by M. Bailti on the Furneaux iflands, was obferved by me on Riedle Bay on the 
top of the hill of the tombs. All the mafies of rock in the neighbourhood of the 
fecond rivulet of frefli water are of this fubftance; and all the frowning peaks of the 
N. E. appear to be of fimilar nature. 

Of freeftone the varieties are chiefly two ; the one primitive, compaCt, of fine grain 
and hemogeneous texture, whitilh, and eliciting fparks; it forms very large mafies, and 
obftruCts the vallies which lay between the granitic rocks, leaning on the fides of them; 
of this fubftance alfo fome breakers appear to be compofed. The other freeftone, of 
fecondary origin and little confidence, is friable, and very calcareous; it lies in hori¬ 
zontal beds in a very regular manner, reaching to the fummit of the granitic ramparts 
of the eaftern coafts: its origin may be attributed to a long fucceffion of calcareous 
depofits. 

Among the mineral productions of Maria Ifland, muft further be noticed an oxidated 
iron ore of a beautiful red colour, of an earthy grain, and argillaceous appearance : it 
is found in various parts of the ifland, and fumiflies the natives with the chief ingredient 
for reddening their hair. 

Vegetable earth, commonly of little depth in thefummits and fides of the mountains, 
lies on the contrary in very thick beds in the vallies ; is of excellent quality, ftrong, 
fat, and black, and when violently heated becomes red, announcing the prefence in 
large quantities of the oxide of iron. In the marfliy fpots on the north fide of Oyfter 
Bay, this earth, formed almoft exclufively of decayed vegetables, refeinbles peat. 

The fand of the fliore ol Riedle Bay is darkifli, quartzy, and contains much of the 
detritus of marine plants; that of the fliore of Oyfter Bay, mixed with decompofed 
fliells, is whiter, finer, and more calcareous. 

In no part are there found any volcanic fubftances, at leaft none were feen by us. 

Vegetation, generally fpeaking, flourilhes lefs on Maria Ifland than on Diemen’s Land; 
its eaftern fide is too fteep and mountaneous, and too much expofed to the winds to be 
very fertile, and that on the weft is either too fandy or too marfliy to be productive. 
Still the ifland from this fide has rather a pleafmg appearance, feems well covered with 
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wood, and yields excellent herbage. With refpeft to its peculiar plants I mud notice 
in particular a new fpecies of typha, of the branches of which the natives make their 
pirogues, and hence have a great advantage over the favages of the channel of 
Dentrecafteaux. 

As to mammiferous terreftrial animals, the only one I faw was a fpecies of dafyure, 
fcarcely fo large as a moufe: I obtained one of thefe animals alive, in exchange for 
feme trifles, from a favage, who was about to kill and eat it. 

Mammiferous fea animals were numerous on thefe fliores; and here we faw large 
fhoals of dolphins, and cetaceous fifli, with incalculable legions of feals. Thefe lalt 
animals alone are fufficient to give confiderable importance to Maria Ifland : to this 
fubjedl wc fhall have occafion at a future period again to advert. 

For birds, they moftly belonged to the different fpecies we have before noticed in 
the channel of Dentrecafteaux, a particular kind of parroquet and a beautiful butfinch 
excepted, which was the firft of its fpecies we faw. 

In the clafs of reptiles, we obtained feveral fpecies of lizards, one of which belongs 
to a new genus, differing from, but fomewhat refembling the fcincus. 

Of fifh, I obtained various new fpecies j like wife of iufefts and cruftaceous animals. 
To this laft clafs of my acquifitions belongs a large fpecies of ma'ia, of which we every 
day caught fuch numbers as to be enabled to make a general diftribution of them to the 
fhips’ companies. Among our teftaceous collection was a magnificent voluta unduiofa, 
many of the turbo genus, a rofe-coloured helmet (cafque) of Angular beauty, an ele¬ 
gant tellina, a variety of phafianellse, which formed banks of great extent at different 
points of Oyfter Bay, and a valuable fliell-fifh, which feemed to me to conftitute a new 
genus, next to that of the trochus, and of which a fpecies bearing fome refemblance is 
found in a foflile ftate at Grignon, in the neighbourhood of Paris. Of foft zoophytes, 
I acquired three new kinds of fpouge, an elegant medufa, feveral afcidies, and a beauti¬ 
ful aftinia. But I again repeat it, the enumeration merely of thefe different objects, 
however fuccinftly given, would occafion me much to exceed the bounds of a work of 
this nature. 

CHAP. XIV ,—Eajlern Coafi of Diemen* s Land: — Banks* s Straits : — Bafs's Straits. 

[From the 15th of February to the 29th of March, 1802.] 

IN the preceding chapter is feen that the iflets Taillefer proje£t in front of Schouten 
Ifland ; they are feven in number, five of which are very confiderable rocks, more or 
lefs elevated above the water. Incelfantly beaten by a ftormy fea, thefe iflets are bar¬ 
ren, much rent, of fanciful fliape, and of a dull and reddifh colour; one alone, the 
moil extenfive of the groupe, exhibits the top of fome languifliing and ftunted trees. 
Thefe iflets feem of granitic fubftance, like the Ifland Schouten, from which they are 
feparated only by a narrow channel, preemptively of great depth. 

The Ifland Schouten itfelf is, in every refpeft, one of the moft remarkable fpots in 
thefe regions; it is wholly compofed of lofty black mountains, and deep intervening 
vallies: the Hope of the mountains to the vallies is rapid, and, as it were, fllppery ; 
lefs fteep next the fea, they are yet even in this part inacceffible. The eaftern fide of 
thefe frowning mountains is abfolutely naked, and deftitute of verdure ; their creft is 
~ diftinguifhed in many parts by granitic needles, which might readily be m'ftaken for 
fo many columns raifed by the hand of man. Towards the northern part of the 
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iiland, one of thefe rocks bends over in fuch manner as to refemb'le an iimnenfe 
hcok. This frightful coaft is waflied by a very deep fea. 

Between Schouten Iiland and Freycinft Peninfula lies the limit of the Geographe, 
defcribed in the preceding chapter. 

Diemen’s Land terminates in this part with a large cape, from two to three hun¬ 
dred feet high, named by us Cape Degerando, in honour of the refpeclable Savant 
of that name. 

Beyond this cape the land riles Hill higher; two groupes of mountains fpring from 
the bofom of the waves, united at their bafe by a low and Tandy ifthmus, vifible only 
when clofe to it, and which makes the two groupes appear like diilinft illands. Thefe 
high mountains are. of primitive formation ; they are of huge dimenfions, of an umber 
colour, rapid of declivity, naked, and rent in many parts ; from their Turface, at inter¬ 
vals, folitary needles tower aloft: on their fccond rife the lides of them are frequently 
fteep as ramparts. 

Thouin Bay, narrow, but of little depth, and entirely open to the eaft, fpreads be¬ 
tween thefe two maflfes of mountains, which advance on either lide of it as if to form 
two great capes at its entrance: that of the fouth being the moll falient, and remarkable 
on account of its height and bold figure, we named Cape Foreltier; it lies in 
latitude 42 0 1 i f 23^. 

From Cape Foreflier to the cape which we denominated Lodi, the coafl prefents 
many final I Tandy inlets. Within the laft fpace, the land is much lefs elevated than 
in the font!:; but Ihortiy after it rifes again towards the Point St. Patrick of Furneaux: 
it appears to be well wooded about this point ; and between the mountains pieafing 
vallies are dillinguiftied. On our palling all this parr of the coaft, it was covered with 
fires and columns of fmoke. 

From Point St. Patrick to St. Helena Point, the land continues riling to a ftill 
greater height, leaning againft feveral levels, the laft of which ftretches far into the 
country. Some infular peaks rife at intervals from this long chain of mountains; one 
of thel'e, denominated Arcoli Peak, terminates in a very lharp point, and is of a 
pyramidical form, with three lides. The moll remarkable of thefe peaks is more than 
1000 meters high * ; it refembtes an immenfe cone, and is at a dillance of five or fix 
leagues in land : we called it Piton Champagny; its direction is fouth-well of Point 
St. Helena. 

At a fliort diftance fouth of this fame point, in latitude 41 s 23' 30"’ fouth, is a fmall 
iiland, the more interefting from the circumllance of its having furnilhed frelh water, 
at a time when all the fources of the main were dried up, to thofe unfortunate com¬ 
panions of our voyage whom we were obliged, as will be Teen, to abandon on thefe 
difinal Ihores: we called it Maurouard Iiland, in honour of the midfhip man who com¬ 
manded the long-boat on the occafion to which I advert. 

The Bay of Fires of Furneaux occupies the interval comprehended between St. 
Helena and Eddyftone Points; it is capacious, of very little depth, and open to all 
winds hom the eaft. Ihe coaft of this long bay is formed of high primitive moun¬ 
tains, covered to their fummit with pieafing verdure; Eddyftone Cape itfelf is very 
lofty and fteep. } 

From this lafl point to Cape Portland the coaft rapidly declines : in many places 
even it confifts of uniform fandy downs : Hill, in the interior, mountains are diltin- 

* 3 Z 7 8 Englifii feet. 

3 


guifhed; 


VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 875 

guiflied; but proportionately as we approach the north, their diftance is greater 
from fhore. 

Somewhat beyond the Eddyftone Point is a narrow but deep inlet, full of breakers. 

Farther on are two groupes of rocks, extending the fpace of a mile, and of Angular 
appearance : at firft fight they might be miftakeu for the ruins of two large villages ; 
and fo perfect is the illufion, that even village fpires are mimicked by the lofty 
needles of granite which rife above the other rocks. 

From Cape Degerando to Eddyftone Point, the eaftern coaft of Diemen’s Land 
follows the general direction of from N. to S.; but, beyond it, from N. N. W. 
to S. S. E,, as far as off Cape Portland,which is the north-eaftern extremity. The coaft 
in this part is very low, and navigation dangerous, on account of the great number 
of rocks, many ot which are level with the water. 

Cape Portland itfelf is extremely low, fcarcely even above the waves, as we fliall 
have occafion elfevvhere to notice j it forms the fouth point of Banks’s Strait. But here 
let us reft a moment^ that we may firft terminate what relates to the inveftigation of 
the eaftern coaft of Diemen’s Land. 

Furneaux difcovered and vifited it firft in 1773 ; but, owing to bad weather, was 
unable to give a due attention to the furvey of it: in his narrative indeed there is no 
detail either on the topography or navigation of this coaft ; he has even neglected to 
notice the obfervations which ferved as the bafis for the draught of his chart. 

Captain Hinders, in 1779, ran along this coaft at little diftance from fhore, but 
made no alteration in the chart of Furneaux, nor bimfelf afforded any particulars, 
either nautical or topographical, refpefling this part of Diemen’s Land. 

On thefe two points, our labours leave nothing to be defired; for the unfortunate 
circumftances I have to relate occafioned us to run along this coaft repeatedly, and fo 
near it, that any thing worthy of remark could fcarcely have efcaped our obfer- 
vation. 

Ihe reader will doubtlefs call to mind, that on the 27th February in the morning, 
we failed from Oyfter Bay with intention, after doubling Maria Ifland on the fouth, of 
proceeding to the examination of the eaftern coaft. Fortunate hitherto in all our opera¬ 
tions at Diemen’s Land, we were in hopes fuccefs would continue to attend us: but, fad 
reverfe! fcarcely had. we rounded Cape Peron ere we experienced contrary winds; 
ftrong currents bore us to the fouth j and often as a favouring breeze f'prung up for an 
inftant, as Aicceflively did it die away into the moft perfect calm. Thefe adverfe.inci- 
dents delayed us fo much that we did not reach the coaft of Schouten Ifland before the 
6th March in the morning. 

Ihe whole of this week we were conftantly furrounded by a moift and foggy atmof- 
phere, the mift being fo thick that the two veffels could fcarcely be diftinguifhed by thofe 
on board; we were conlequently obliged to make fignal by firing of guns to admonifh 
the Naturalifte what tacks to niake. Our decks were all of them drenched with water 
during«the whole of the day, while at night the vapour more condenfed, refolved into 
a haze of fuch permeability that nothing could withftand its penetration. The tempe¬ 
rature was from ro°* to 14°!, notwithftanding thefeafon was fttll the funimer of this 
country. I he condition of our fick on board, already bad, by this ftate of the atmof- 
phere was rendered far more deplorable. 

In the morning of the 6th March, we coafted along the ifletsTaillefer and Schouten, 
Out at a confiderable diftance from them. About noon we found ourfelvcs oft Cape 
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Foreftier, when our geographic engineer, M. Boullanger, left us in the barge com-# 
manded by M. Maurouard, to furvey the coaft nearer in fhore. The veffel was to 
take a direction parallel to that of the boat, and never loft fight of her ; but fcarcely 
had M. Boullanger been gone a quarter of an hour, before our commander, without 
any vifible reafon, tacked for fea, and fhortly after our boat wa3 out of fight. We 
did not ftaud in for the land again till towards night. A violent gale arofe which 
frefhened every inftant; we were irrefolute which way to fteer, and darknefs 
enveloped us, and prevented onr diftinguilhing the coafts off which we had abandoned 
our unfortunate companions. 

The two following d ys were employed in fearch of them ; but neither the boat 
nor its crew were to be found : and, to complete our misfortunes, the Naturalifte, by 
violent fqualls, was feparated from us in the night between the 7th and 8th, On the 
8th we difpatched our long-boat, but it returned after a fruitlefs cruize ; and the fwell 
of the fea was fo great that we with difficulty got her crew on board ; in Ihipping the 
boat itfelf two of her planks were ftove in againft the fide of our veffel. 

In fuch a critical pofture, our commander called a council of the ftaff-major on one 
hand, and on the other, of the mailers and mates, to deliberate on what fliould be 
done. ‘ Seek our companions,’ was the unanimous cry. This fearch however it became 
far more difficult to put in execution than before, as the abfence of the Naturalifte, our 
deftitution of a barge, and the injury foftained by the long-boat, left us only the Slip 
itfelf with which this could be effected ; and, affuredly, the enterprize of coafting with 
a large veffel, and following all the finuolities of a wild and unknown coaft, was not 
only difficult, but a fervice exceedingly replete with danger. Our chief was fick, and 
took to his room, after having delegated the command to his firft lieutenant M. H. 
Freycinft, with orders to purfue the fearch recommended by the ftaff and crew. To 
this objeft the whole of the 9th was dedicated ; for eight hours M. Freycintt directed 
our courfe along thefe frightful ihores, with an intrepidity, coolnefs, and precifion, 
worthy of the greateft praiie: not a Angle manoeuvre failed. 

Still was our laft as fruitlefs as had been our former fearch ; and as no hope now 
remained of meeting again with our friends but in the north, we fteered for Bafs’a 
Strait. 

During our ftay off this coaft, we had time to be convinced that the fea here is rarely 
finooth : in faft, the leaft wind is fufficient to produce a fwell fo great a3 to render it 
almoft impaffable to final! craft. Scarcely did the wind begin to fet in Ihore, before 
the horizon was whitened by the forge; and in a few feconds after, the waves ran fo 
high, were fo fhort, and fo quickly focceeded each other, that our veffel was greatly 
ftramed by the effeft of them; notwithftanding this, the feafon was the fineft of the 
year in thefe climates. 

While fleering for the ftrait, we difcovered on the 10th March a final! veffel 
making towards us : we joined her, and her captain coming on board, informed us 
that fhe was twenty days out from Port Jackfon, on a voyage to catch feals ft Maria 
Ifland ; that the Englilh colony of New Holland was already in a highly flouri filing 
condition ; that it poffeiled all the requifite means to fatisfy not only the wants but 
the luxuries of life ; that we were daily expefted there ; and that orders had been 
dilpatched by the Englilh government that we Ihould be received with the attention 
due to the nature of our million, and the rank of the nation to which we belonged.. 
We in tarn made him acquainted with the lo£ of our barge; and imreated, in cafe of 
meeting with our unfortunate companions, that he would afford them all the affiftance 
in his power,, which he promifed* We moreover pointed out to him the Iflet of 
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Seals, in Fleurieu Bay, as one of the mod favourable fpots for the fishery he was pur- 
fuing: after which we parted company to follow our courfe towards the north. 

The fame obffacles I have noticed on our paffage from Maria 111 and to the eaftera 
coaft, again occurred to prevent our progrefs to the ftrait; and we d'.d not gain fight 
of the Furneaux lllands, which with the N. E. point of Diemen’s Land forms one of 
the paffhges into Bafs’s Strait, till the 17th in the morning: but before I enter upon this 
great ftrait, a few remarks may be neceflary. 

In geographical difcoveries, as in thofe of all other feiences, the fame accidents 
occur. After having defied the effects of genius, and all the refearches and perti¬ 
nacity of the laborious Undent, thefe difcoveries prefent themfelves, unfought as it 
were, to individuals the leaft accuftomed to refearches or labours of the kind. Thus 
the famous difcovery of the ftrait which divides New Holland from Diemen’s Land, 
looked for in vain by the moft experienced navigators, was referred for the furgeon of 
an Englifh Ihip. And, which is no lefs aftonifhing, it was not before the year 179S, 
that is to fay, ten years after the eftabli foment of the colony of Port Jackfon, that it 
took place, notwithftanding its proximity to this eftablifoment. 

This ftrait is about fifty leagues in breadth from north to fouth, by nearly an equal 
length from eaft to weft : its eaftern mouth is rendered confiderably lefs by the Two 
Sifters, the Furneaux I Hands, the number and dimenfions of which are not yet per¬ 
fectly known, Clark Ifland, the Ifland of Prefervation, Swan Ifland, and its dependent 
iflet. Between Diemen’s Land, Swan Ifland, and its iflet on the one fide; and on the 
other, the refidue of the iflands noticed, is a channel ten miles in breadth: to this paf¬ 
fage in the ftrait is it that Mr. Flinders, by whom it was firft diicovered, thought fit to 
give the title of Banks’s Strait. Between the Furneaux Iflands on the north, and 
Wilfon Promontory, which forms the fouthern point of New Holland, and proje&a 
more than twenty miles into the ftrait, are Kent’s Groupe, the verv numerous rocks 
of the promontory, the pyramid, and feveral other dangerous rocks, which obftruft 
the large northern pafs of the eaftem mouth of the ftrait. On the weft. Hunter’s 
Iflands prefent themfelves, flanked by a great number of rocks, banks, and formidable 
reefs. More towards the north, and precifely in the middle of the.weftern opening 
of the ftrait, are the great ifland King, New Year’s iflet, the Rock of Elephants, and 
many reefs, connected with the diftincl fyftem of this groupe. I fliall have occafion 
111 the courfe of this work to deferibe, in-l'uccefllon, thefe feveral lands : at prefent it 
fuffices I foould obferve that, feparate from all diftind phyfical circumftances, the 
navigation of Bafs’s Strait muft neceffarily be difficult and perilous; and when to the 
difficulties and dangers before pourtraved is added, that violent currents exift in this 
ftrait, and that it is fubject to dreadful gales from the S. W. the reader will have little 
room for wonder at the clofe fucceflion of imminent dangers to which our veffels were 
expofed on each occafion of our entering this paffage j and will be better able to 
account for the caufe and frequency of thofe foipwrecks here, to which we lhall have 
eU’ewhere to advert. 

I have before noticed, that on the 17th of March we made the Furneaux Iflands : 
thefe are very lofty mountains, which, in favouring weather, are readily diftinguifoed 
12 or 15 leagues out at lea ; they in every refpect aflimilate with the horrid picture 
given of Schouten Ifland. In one of the following chapters more particular obferva* 
lions refpecting their hiftory will be prefen ted. 

Scarcely were we in Banks’s Strait ere the Iky was obfeured by dark and heavy 
clouds: we yet purfued our courfe. In the night torrents of rain and fqualls of wind 
fucceeded each other ahnoft unintennitredly. 

7 Ob 
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On the 18th we coafted along the ftiore between Portland Cape and Watcrhoufe 
Ifland. This portion of Diemen's Land, as before obferved, is extremely low, and in 
many points fcarcely above the furface of the water; but inland is a high chain of 
mountains running in a direction N. N. W. to S. S. E., a circumftance which wilt 
explain the prodigious difference that exifls between the 8. E. point of Diemen s Land 

and that of the N. E. .... 

Hitherto we indulged the hope of finding our boat, or joining again our contoit. 
but after two days vainly fpent in fearch of them, we began to defpair of a meeting 
during the voyage; and but too juft were our fears. 

In courfe of the 20th, we diftinguiflied avaft number of dolphins, and many whales 
from 13 to 16 meters in length *. I neglefted to remark alfo at the time that off Cape 
Lodi vve faw a prodigious troop of thefe cetaceous animals. 

From the 21ft to the afith of March we experienced one of the molt furious gales 
we had hitherto met with in thofe feas: many of our fails were torn to rags by the 
gufts, and on the night of the 21ft we were on the point of being driven on the 
Furneaux Ifiands. To avoid this perilous cataftrophe we were obliged, notwilhftauding 
the hurricane, to hoift every rag of canvas ; and in the morning of the 2 2d we fuc- 
ceeded in getting clear of the ftrait, by the paflage between Kent’s Groupe and the 
promontory. At nine in the morning we doubled the pyramid, an enormous rock 
refembling at diftance a gothic ruin : fleering next weft ward of Kent’s Groupe, we 
fucceeded in doubling thefe, but with much difficulty, and luffing clofe under them. 
Majeftic and terrible was the afpeft of thefe rocks of granite, naked, rugged, and 
beaten as they were by roaring waves, which feemed every inftant on the point of 
overwhelming them with torrents of foam. The chart of M. Flinders, though gene¬ 
rally exaft, with refpefl: to this groupe is incomplete ; he makes the number of iflets 
barely twelve, whereas we ourfelves counted fixteen. 

The tempeft ftill continued on the 24th, and on this laft day we faw an amazing 
number of whales. 1 have already feveral times fpoken of the abundance of thefe 
animals oft’ the coaft of New Holland : on this fubjetl I fhall elfeivhere be more 
minute. 

The 27th in the morning, the hurricane having cealed, we were eager to enter the 
ftrait, being anxious to proceed to the S. W. coaft of New Holland, an effential part 
of our million. In the morning we coafted along the portion of land which extends 
from Ram-Head to Wilfon’s Promontory: it is not here ib low as marked in the 
chart of M. Flinders. 

In the vicinage of Kent’s Groupe we diftinguiflied other iflets not hud down In this 
chart: one of thefe, in fhape and colour refembling a brioche t of enormous fize, was 
diftinguiflied by that denomination. 

On the 28th at noon, we were in fight of the iflets in advance of Wilfon’s Promon¬ 
tory ; and fucceffively obferved about twenty of them, varying in dimenfions, but all 
fteep, barren, and rent by the waves. The Englilh chart does not fpecify near fo 
many, and in this inftance is defective; it is ftill more fo in what relates to the fite of 
the promontory, which is laid down in latitude 38° 17' S. longitude 144" 41' E. of 
Paris, while, by our obfervations, the moil fotithern part of this promontory is in lati¬ 
tude' 39° 1 o' 30^ S. longitude *44° 10' E. An error of this magnitude mu ft be 
attributed exclufively to want of exa&nefs in the means ufed by M. Flinders for the 

* 42 to 92 Englifh feet* * 
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afcertainment of the pofition of this important point- This celebrated navigator, 
in fact* notices that M* Bais was unable, in his courfe round the promontory, to 
take any very precife obfervaticm, and could only determine the pofition of it by 
reckoningg a means, as IVL Flinders again remarks* which is unworthy of much credit, 
in feas where the currents run fo ilrong as in the itrait in queltion. I mult further 
obferve, before I terminate this article, that the iflets of Kent's Groupe appeared to us 
likewlfe to be placed too far towards the eaft 3 but here I merely point out thefe 
valuable refults of our pbfervations 3, they will be prefented by 3 VL Freycimft, with all 
the minutiae their importance merits- Let us now return to our fubjedt* 

The land at the promontory is very lofty, and prefents two or three tiers of moun¬ 
tains riling one above the other towards the interior- Along the whole of this coalt 
there is abundance of water, and the only danger to be apprehended to navigation 
arifes from the currents, the iflets, and the rocks I have mentioned. 

Wilfoifs Promontory forms, well ward, a very large cape; to which Bafs gave no 
particular name, and which is fcarcely noticed in M- Flinders's chart, A-head of this 
cape are fix large iflets, one of which is nearly a mile and a half In length, 

Direftly northward, a very large and deep bay opens, called by us Paterfoji Bay, 
in memory of the refpeftable and learned Englifli traveller of that name, one of the 
moft intimate friends of M. Bafs, Many very lofty peaks were diftinguiflied on the 
eaftem coall of this bay, and in the diftance a chain of high mountains. 

The 29th of March, at day-break, we began to coaft along a fecond bay, which, 
like the preceding, lies N. W* of the promontory ; it was called Venus Bay, from a 
veflel commanded by M. Bafs, of which mention will elfewhere be made. 

The land on this fecond bay is tolerably lofty towards the two points 3 but the 
refidue of the coaft by which it is furrounded is much lower- In the interior was feen 
firetching the chain of mountains of which the promontory feerns to be the extreme 
point. 

The fame day in the afternoon, we were abreafl of the ifland which lies before the 
beautiful weftern port difeovered by M. Bafs ; but of which the detailed geography, as 
will lhortly be feen, was completed by our con fort. 

Here terminate the labours of the Englifli navigators 3 and here begins our long 
furvey of Napoleon's Land. 

CHAP. Napolem Land 

[From the 29th of March to the Sth of May 1802.3 

UNDER the name of the fouth and fo nth-weft coaft of New Holland, the whole 
portion of this continent is defignated, comprized between the 33d and 39th degree 
of latitude fouth, and within the parallels of 112° and 144° Ik of Paris, forming 
; an immenfe fcarf from eight to nine hundred leagues in length, the two extremities- 
of which terminate, the one at Cape Leu win in the weft, the other at Wilfon's Pro¬ 
montory in the fouth. 

Of this immenfe fpace, that part only Was known in Europe, at our departure, which 
extends from Cape Leuwin to the illands of St. Peter and St- Francis- Difeovered by 
the Dutch in 1627, this part had, in modern times, been vifited by Vancouver and 
Dentrecafteaux ; but the lafl navigator not having been able to advance beyond the 
iflands of St. Pdter and St. Francis, which form the eaftem boundary of Nuyt's Land, 
and the Englifli having extended their exploration no farther towards the fouth than 
Weftern Port, it follows that the portion comprized between this lafl point and Nuyt's 

Land 
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Land was unknown at the moment of our arrival in thefe parts ; and as our invefti- 
gation had for object no lefs than to refolve the problems whether or no New Holland 
confifts of one foie continental ifland, and whether any great river exifts on this vaft 
expanfe of land, each of us felt augmented courage and zeal in the profecution of 
the momentous enquiry. 

On the 30th of March, at day-break, we fleered for and foon made the land ; a 
large cape, which we denominated Cape Richelieu *, projects and forms the entrance 
of a deep bay, termed by us Talleyrand Bay. On the eaftern coafl of this bay, and 
near its extremity, is a port, the windings of which were tolerably well diftinguifhed 
from the mad-head : we called it, at the time, Outfet Port t, but hearing afterwards 
that it had been more minutely furveyed by the Englilh brig Lady Nelfon, and had 
been named Port Philipps, we with greater pleafure continue this laft name, from its 
recalling that of the founder of a colony, in which we met with fuccour fo effective, 
and fo liberally granted. 

By three o’clock we were abreaft of a large cape in latitude 38° 42' S., longitude 
141’ 49' E. of Haris, called by us Cape Suffrein. The land at this point is rather 
high,'but runs ftill higher on nearing Cape Marengo J, where our furvey terminated. 

On the 31ft, at dawn, we again flood in for land. The fky was clear and ferene, 
the fea fmooth, and the wind in a favourable point: under fuch fortunate aufpices we 
were enabled to keep pretty clofe in fliore, and infured to our different geographic ob- 
fervations a great degree of precifion. The whole coafl from Cape Marengo weflward 
to Cape Hefiaix, a fpace of about twelve miles, is very lofty, and Cape Deflate iifelf is 
well covered with wood: but here the afpect of New Holland undergoes a fuiden 
change; the deep beach, thence almofl conflantly perpendicular, of a grevilh or yel- 
lowifh colour, and wholly deflitute of verdure or vegetation, forms a multitude of fmall 
capes, and coves running but little inland, and refembles at diflance a long feries of 
regular fortifications, or more, poflibiy, that gigantic wall which feparates China from 
Tartary. Cape Volney, off which we were at noon, is remarkable from a chain of rocks 
which run far out to fea. Beyond this we di(covered a portion of land apparently 
detached from the main, which we called Latreille Ifland, from the naturalift, equally 
learned and modeft, of that name. Continuing our courie, we found ouffelves oppofite 
to a conic-fhaped peak, which received the denomination of B jacon Peak (Piton de 
Reconnoiffance), as did the moll neighbouring cape, that of Cape of Mount Tabor. 

At this period the barometer indicated 28 p 7’to 28 p 8‘, thegreatefl elevation of the mer¬ 
cury we had ever noticed before ; and the atmofphere was perfectly ferene. The thermo¬ 
meter in courfe of the day varied between 13 0 § and 15'- ]); at night it funk to 

"When abreaft of Cape Defate, in Daubenton Bay, and but little diftance welt of 
Cape Folard, we diftinguifhed columns of fmoak, almofl an affured fign of thefe difinal 
fhores being inhabited by man : many lpecies of gulls of the genera gavite and lari, 
boobies, and divers, were feen ; but, if feme flying fifh be excepted, alt fea animals 
feeined to have abandoned thefe fhores,—fhores which offered them no fhelter, and 
againft which the ruffled fea perpetually rolls its waves. Our colleftton was therefore 
limited to fonts new and fingtflar fuel. One of thefe which I have de'eribed under the 
name fucus phyllophorus, was remarkable above the reft, from the difpofition of its 
leaves: from each fide of a large, flat, and finuous branch, at regular intervals fhoot out 

* Seen by Lieutenant Grant in lBoo s and called by him Cape Schank. 

f Port du Debut. £ Called bv Lieutenant Giant Cape Albany Otway. 

$ 35» 4“ Fahr. II 59° Fahi. «g 50 “ Fahr. 
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ftngle and lanceolated leaves; from the edges of thefe leaves fpring others of fimilar 
form, each borne on a ddlant ftalk ; in fome in fiances even a third lucceffion of leaves 
grow from the edges of the fecondary ones, nor does it appear to me poffible to aflign 
any precife limits to this mode of reduplication, a mode fo much the more Angular from 
the real organs of generation of the planer, the globuli common to the majority of fuci, 
being very numerous in this fpecies, and growing on a long ftalk at the bafe of the 
mother leaves. 

At eight in the morning of the ift of April, we difcovered afmall ifland, which we 
denominated Fourcroy Iiland*. airnoft of quadrangular form, with its edges flighrly 
icalloped, it is low, and uniformly flat, of a dull and greyifh colour, barren as the con¬ 
tinental Ihore adjacent, and the beach of it, like that fhore, perpendicular. Itspofition is 
in latitude 38° 26' 15^ fouth, longitude 139 0 52' eaft of Paris. Oppofite 10 it, on the 
main, a remarkable cape was called Cape Reumur. About noon we entered a very 
large bay, named by us Tourvilie Bay.f Shortly after we difcovered a fecond ifland, 
of a dark colour, its fhores fteep, as thofe of the preceding; its furface, like that, low 
and unproductive : we called it Dragon Ifland J on account of its lingular Ihape : this 
ifland, in fafl:, towards one of its points, refembles the half-opened mouth of an enor¬ 
mous ferpent. The waves around, and the iflets connected with it, were at this time 
covered wdth innumerable legions of fea-fowl, as yet too young to wing their flight: for 
the fpace of three quarters of a league thefe birds feemed, as it were, heaped one on 
the other ; their prodigious number, their confufed and deafening fereams, the tender 
anxiety of the parent fowls, which flew by myriads over their heads, fcreaming, like them, 
with flight, the whimfical figure of the iflets, which ferve as the afylums for thefe watery 
tribes, altogether prefented a picture extremely fmgukr and interefting. 

Montaigne Cape § terminates on the weft of the Great Bay of Toumlle: beyond 
this Cape Duquefne prefented its barren, low, and yellow fhores \ but already the fall of 
day began to render our obfervations dubious, and on reaching this cape they were 
fui pended. 

The coaft recently furveyed by us prefented the fame appearance with that obferved 
the day before, and was equally low and barren, that portion alone excepted between 
Dragon Ifland||, and Cape Duquefne, on which, at intervals, a few fmall trees upreared 
their fickly heads. Columns of fmoak Were diftinguilhed again in Tourville Bay 
The barometer during the day flood at 28 p 6 l y 1 , and the mean heat of the ther¬ 
mometer was 15°**, a mean which correfponds with that of the fpring in France. 

(April 2d,) Beyond Cape Duquefne the Great Bay Defcartes prefents itfelf, 
terminated towards the weft by a fecond cape, which, from the immortal author of the 
Spirit of Laws, received the rfame of Cape Montefquieu ft* It was nine o'clock by 
then we reached Defcartes Bay, and already we were entering it, when our progrefs 
was interrupted by a calm. It is of confequence I fhould here notice, that during the 
whole time we were off this coaft, the fame phenomenon conftantly occurred every 
day at the fame hour. A ftrong breeze from theN. N. E. and varying to the N. E., 
which fprung up at day-break, infenfibly flackened from eight to nine o’clock, and 
from nine to ten, and was fucceeded by the moft perfect calm towards eleven o’clock 
or noon. Shortly after the wind veered from the eaft to the fouth-eafl, blowing ftrong, 
and admitted our giving the greateft latitude to our labours. It is not improbable that 

# The Lady Julians Ifland of Grant. + The Portland Bay of Grant. 

% Grant named it Laurence Ifland, § Grant's Cape Sollicker, |J Laurence Hland. 

Portland Bay. 39 of Fahr. -ft Cape Bridgwater of Lieut, Grant, 
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to thefe breezes from the eaft and eaft-by-fouth,. is owing the failure of every former 
attempt to furvey this coaft on the part of veffels {leering from the north-weft to the 
fouth-eaft. 

Scarcely had the calm ceafed before we continued our courfe. , The fea breaks 
with violence againft the whitilh and fandy downs which form the coaft. Beyond thefe 
downs, about three or four leagues in land, three fingle mountains are diftinguifhed : 
the Iargeft of thefe was called Mount St. Bernard, and much refembles the Table 
Mountain. A neighbouring cape received the denomination of Cape Mount St. 
Bernard *. 

"While thuspurfuing our difcoveries,inperfeclfecurity as we imagined, wefuddenly dis¬ 
covered a long chain of breakers that had previoully efcaped our notice, dazzled as we were 
by the rays of the fun reflected from their furface. We were fo clofe upon them that we 
cleared them with difficulty by Handing to eaftward on a larboard tack, and nearly 
touched their extremity. During this manoeuvre, we refrained from founding for fear 
of fpreading confternation among the crew. Truly frightful indeed was the fpeftacle 
prefented by thefe reefs, which extended in a line feveral miles in length in front of a 
low, barren, and yellowiffi ffiore; and the rugged ridges of which, refembling the teeth 
of a faw, were fcarcely vifible in midft of foam and eddies. About the weftern point 
of thefe breakers, which we termed the Carpluters, are two fmall and whitifli illets. 
Cape Boufflers, in fight of which we finiffied our interefting labours of the 2d of 
April, lies fome miles north-weft of them. Divers fpecies of gulls and fea-fwallows 
(fterme) were the only animals of the feathered tribe we perceived ; the fea prefented 
us with many medufse, and a large feal which was floating afleep on its furface. 
Towards the extremity of Defcartes Bay columns of fmoke rofe, beyond the Downs j 
but, in general, the barren and wild nature of all this coaft is fuch as mull aft as a 
repulfe to all inhabitants of the human fpecies : at leaft it may fairly be inferred that it 
is capable of furniffiing fubfi Hence only to a very, limited number. 

(3,4, 5, 6 April.) From Cape Belidor to Cape Boufflers the coaft prefents afucceffion 
of fmall and very pleafing inlets; afterwards it bends inwards and forms Eftaing Bay, 
terminated N. W. by a great cape, which, from the Pliny of France, we called Cape 
Buffen, From this laft point to Rivoli Bay, a fpace of 40 miles, the continent prefents 
no remarkable concavity nor any Ihelter whatever for the fmalleft veflel. Every where 
expofed to the impetuous winds from the S. W. inceflantly beaten by the waves of the 
immenfe Auftral Ocean, this part of New Holland is far more frightful than thofe we 
have hitherto diferibed. The waves in the whole of this ihore occafion a terrible furf, 
the hollow and threatening found of which is heard even in the cahneft weather ; and 
on feveral occafions, where we fleered in nearer towards the Ihore than ufual, we faw it 
covered with the foam of broken billows. In every part the mod perfect barrennefs 
reigns, nor any where do traces appear even of the flendereft rill. How dreadful the 
fate of thofe navigators who fflould be caft on thefe Ihores ! 

This fate, however, we were near experiencing ourfelves in courfe of the 6th April. 
At three in the afternoon, at the inftant we were moft deeply occupied on our geogra¬ 
phical labours, we were on the point of running on a ledge of rocks, fo nearly level 
with the furface that we did not diftinguifli them till almoft under our bow. 

In the courfe of this laft part of our refearches, that is to fay, between the 3d and 7th 
April, we obferved feveral feals on the furface of the water, a new fpecies of beroe f, 
one of Salpaj ; and, on the evening of the 4th April, the fea appeared as if covered with 
a charming fpecies of portune, Angularly remarkable on account of the rofe colour of 

* Called by Grant Cape Northumberland. f Beroe da&y hides, N. $ S. Oftaedra, N. 

its 
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its fliell, and the beautiful blue of its two eyes. I have defcribed it under the name 
P. cyanophtalmus N. The temperature of the fea at its furface was then 14° *. Inde¬ 
pendent of thefe animals, in the morning of the 5th April, we faw a numerous lhoal of 
dolphins, and the fame day fell in with a column of the fcomber genus as large as our , 
tunnies §, the fpecies of which I was unable to afcertain. The fea during the whole of 
the night was extremely phofphorefcent: the fky fombre and cloudy, and the baro* 
meter had funk to 28 p 3 1 . Thefe atmofpherical variations feemed to correfpond with 
thofe of the wind, which then blew from the N. W. and confequently came freighted 
with vapour from the Indian ocean. It was at the extremity of the Bay of Rivoli alone 
that we diflingui Hied any fmoke. 

(7th April.) This laft mentioned bay prefents itfelf in form of a large oval, 8 to 10 
miles deep, and terminated on the fouth by Cape Lannes, northward by Cape Jaffa. 
Towards this laft point the entrance into the bay is contracted by a chain of reefs. 
Fifty miles beyond Cape Jaffa another bay occurs, from 6 to 7 leagues broad at its 
mouth, and which penetrates to a fotnewhat greater extent inland; we named this 
Lacepede Bay. Cape Bemouilli, its mod eallern point, has very dangerous reefs a-head 
of it; on our approach to which the line gave but fix fathoms water with a rocky bot¬ 
tom ; and in doubling thefe we experienced great difficulty. In fpeakingof thecon- 
ftitution of this new part of the coaft, the difmal pifture we have before prefenred of the 
fterility and monotony hitherto exhibited by New Holland, inuft receive a ftijl darker 
{hade. Yet if judgment can be formed from the great number of fires we diftinguifhed 
at the bottom of Lacepede Bay, the human fpecies fliould be tolerably numerous on this 
coaft. Myriads of cormorants on the iflets contiguous to Cape Bernouilli appeared to 
us the exclufive tenants of thofe terrific rocks. 

The 8th April, at noon, we were by reckoning in latitude 36° 1' 10 * fouth, longi¬ 
tude 137° 7' 40 // eaft of Paris. Already had we furveyed a length of coaft, meafuring the 
different windings it prefented from Wilfon’s Promontory to the point where we were, 
944 miles in length, when, at but little diftance from Cape Villars, we perceived at 
the extremity of the horizon, a flioal of dolphins of fuch vaft extent, that we at firft 
miftook them for an immenfe chain of reefs ; their rapid courfe however foon unde¬ 
ceived us ; and we made preparations for the deftru&ion of fome of their number— 
deftruction which the poor animals feemed by their manner to fecond. Numerous 
detachments, like fo many videttes, preceded the main body, approached very near 
to us, and rounded ourftiip in every direction; the rapidity of their evolutions, and 
the boldnefs of their leaps, interefted us the more from our never having feen till now 
fo vaft a flioal of cetaceous animals. We were filled with wonder how in feas appa¬ 
rently fo deftitute of fifli, thefe myriads of dolphins fliould find fufficient fuftenanee; 
how, fo clofe as they feemed to be to each other, fo numerous as they were, they 
were capable of executing the moft complicated manoeuvres, and thefe in the moft 
rapid manner, without falling foul one of the other. In a few feconds nine of them 
were killed, weighing each from 80 to 100 myriagrammes t ; and this good fortune 
feemed to us a fpecial boon from Heaven. For, at this time, the feurvy had begun its 
dreadful ravages, and the tainted and worm-eaten fait provifions to which we had been 
for feveral months reduced, were at this time every day encreafing the prevalence of 
this malady. 

We had now fcarcely ended our fifliing, when fignal was made from the inaft-head 
of a fail difeerned in the horizon. Every one at firft- concluded it was the Naturalifte, 

* 57, 2 0 Fahr. § Scotober tliynnus. Lacepede. f 1764. to 2205 lbs. Engliih avoirdupois. 
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and joy was univerfal j but in a little time we were fufficiently near to diftinguiih that 
this veflel was not our confort. As /he fleered under full fail in a contrary tack to us 
we were foon abreaft of each other: fiie then hoifted theEnglilh flag, we lhewed French 
colours, and imitating her example, laid to. The Captain now hailed us, and enquired 
whether we were not one of the French (hips that left France on a voyage of difcovery 
to the Au Aral hemifphere. Being fatisfied on this head, he lowered his boat, and a few 
inflants after we received him on board. We learnt he was Captain Flinders, the fame 
who had already circumnavigated Diemen’s Land, in the Inveftigation, the name of the 
fhip we faw ; that he had failed from Europe eight months before with intention of 
compleating the furvey of New Holland, and the archipelagos of the great equatorial 
ocean; that he had been about three months at Nuyts Land, but owing to contrary 
winds had been unable to penerate, as he intended, behind the iflands of St. Peter and 
St. Francis ; that, on his departure from England, he had a fecond veflel under his 
command, front which he had been feparated by a violent tempeft ; and that a few days 
before, and in the fame equinoftial gale in which we ran fuch perilous rilks in Bafs’s 
Strait, he had loft his-long boat, with his firfl lieutenant, and eight picked men of his 
crew. This Angular conformity of misfortunes experienced by the two fhips ferves 
more fully to evince the extent of danger to which veflels on fimilar expeditions are 
expofed. 

In relating thefe particulars M. Flinders was very referved as to his Individual opera¬ 
tions. We were however informed by fome of his men, that he had fuffered greatly 
from the fame fouth winds which had to us been fo favourable, and in this we were 
taught more fully to appreciate the wifdom of our own inftru&ions. After more than an 
hour’s converfation Captain Flinders returned on board, promifing to return on the 
morrow with a diftintt chart of Dalrymple river, which he had caufed to be publiflied 
in England. On the gth, he accordingly returned with it, and lhortly after we left him. 
to continue our geographical labors. 

Behold us now arrived at a point of Napoleon Land, at whichjts conftitution, hitherto 
fo Ample, becomes complicated in fuch a degree as to render impoflible I fliould 
purfoe the defcription of it in detail however interefting. By their prominent features 
alone mull the new objects be pourtrayed which I fhall have occafion to defcribe. 

Beyond a bay, the mouth of which is about to miles over, and which received the 
name of MolKen Bay, the peninfula Fleurieu is firfl difcovered from 15 to 16 leagues 
m length, formed of very lofty lands, prefenting many tiers of mountains, from all ap¬ 
pearance, of granitic nature. 

. r ^' s peninfula a gulf is feen extending 100 miles into the interior, and which* 

in honour of our auguft eraprefs, we named Jofephine Gulf. Before and nearly front¬ 
ing this gulf is Deeres Bland, * 210 miles in circuit, feparated by Colbert Strait from 
the peninfula Fleurieu on the eaft; and by Lacipede Strait on the weft, from a fecond 
peninfula, 120 miles in length, called by us Cainbaceres Peninfula: the archipelago 


* Before difcovered by Capt. Flinders, and called by him Kanguroo Wand. The whole coaft, in faft, 
trom Cape Leum to where the flops met ofT Cape Villers, had previoufly been explored by Capt. Hinder-! 
who, after infamous treatment on the part of the French Government at the Me of France, where, on his 
return .o Europe, in a fmall veflel of ;o tons, lie had fought refuge and a Alliance, is at length reftored to his 
country, and about to pubhfh the account of his voyage. From what is here obferved it will be evident to 
the reader that the French can have no claim in right of prior difcove.y to the country they have denomi. 
nated ISapolcon Land. Indeed, feparatc from the whole having been before explored by Capt. Flinders 
owing probably to their being Without a long-boat, and to the great wcaknefs of the crew from the inve- 
teracy of the feurvy on board the Geography they do not appear by the narrative to have even on-c 
landed, either on the continent, or the iflands, that of Kanguroo, their Deeres alone excepted. T*. 

3 Vauban, 
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Vauban, compofed of eight fmall iflands, is at little diftance from its we tier n point. 
Beyond Cape Berthier, which terminates the Peninfula Cambaceres on the weft. New 
Holland again opens to the fea to form Bonaparte Gulf, which penetrates 200 miles into 
the continent, and has more than 600 miles of coaft. This vaft gulf has the appearance 
of the mouth of a very confiderable river, and is terminated, after narrowing 
by almoft infenfible degrees towards the extremity, by banks of fand. On the weftem 
fide of the gulf and near its entrance is Champagny Port one of the fineft and moft 
fecure in New Holland : in every part of it is an excellent bottom; the depth of water, 
even clofe in with the land, is from ten to twelve fathoms ; and fuch is the capacity of 
this magnificent port it is competent to receive the moft numerous fleets. In front of 
the port is Lagrunge Ifland, four or five leagues in circumference, and which, placed 
exadtly in the middle of the mouth of the port, leaves on each fide a paffage from two 
to three miles broad, in both which pafiages a vefiel can work with eafe and fecurity. 
Finally, as if nature were inclined in favour of Champagny Port to change jhe character 
of monotony and barrennefs ftamped on the neighbouring lands, fhe has formed its 
fhoresof gently rifing Hopes, and clothed them with umbrageous forefts. We did not 
indeed find any frefh water at this fpot; but the vigour and livelinefs of vegetation, and 
the height of the country, to us, were certain indices of the exiftence of fome rivulets 
or at leaft of fome copious fprings. On this, the moft favoured fpot of Napoleon Land, 
there are certainly numerous tribes of inhabitants, for the whole coaft feemed in flames. 
So many exclufive advantages infure fpecial importance to port Champagny, and I may 
fearlefsly affirm that, of all the points of this land, this is the belt adapted for the efta- 
blifhment of an European colony. 

In front of this port is the archipelago of Leoben, compofed of eight fmall iftands, 
the moft confiderable of which is very narrow and long. A fecond archipelago, 
occupying the middle of the mouth of the gulf, received the name of Berthier Archipe¬ 
lago. The chief ifland of this large groupe refembles in figure a large hook. Befides 
thefe iflands there are more than twenty others, fprinkled about the weftern point of the 
gulf and beyond its entrance, each of which was diftinguilhed by one of thofe honoured 
names which juftly form our country’s pride. 

At a ftiort diftance from Bonaparte Gulf, a large cape jits out, which we termed 
Brown Cape; the coaft afterwards for fixty miles" for ms hollows inward, projecting again 
at Cape Correa, oppofite to which are nine iflands which we named the Groupe of 
Jerome; the largeft of thefe, Andreoffy Ifland, is from 12 to 13 miles in length. 
Beyond is Lemonnier Bay defended by a chain of dangerous reefs. After palling next 
the Cuvier iflets, we found ourfelves off Louis Bay, the fhores of which meafure more 
than fifty miles; on thefe we diftinguilhed numerous fires. 

At this laft point of Napoleon Land iflands become more numerous; firft the archi¬ 
pelago of St. Francis prefents itfelf, compofed of thirteen or fourteen barren and whitifli 
ifles, lying at a diftance of about twenty-five miles from the continent. Not far away from, 
andN.E. of this firft groupe, are the iflands of St. Peter, three in number, andoffimilar 
conftitution to the preceding. Farther on, and clofe to the main, are Jofephine iflands, 
briftling, I may fay, on every fide with breakers and fhoals. The Rambarde, a fright¬ 
ful chain of reefs, occupies almoft the whole fpace which divides thefe iflands from thofe 
of the archipelago St, Peter, leaving however an excellent paffage between them and its 
fouthern extremity. Weft of Jofephine Groupe are the iflands of the Geographe, a 
fmall groupe of four iflands, among which feveral iflets are iaterfperfed. Twenty miles 
beyond, towards the N. W. lie the three iflands Jean-Bart: from this laft point, to reach 

the 
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the iflands called La Bourdonnuis, requires ftretching out fifty miles to the weft, 
whence, to thegroupeof Montenotte Iflands the diftanceis S. S. W. forty miles. 

Including with thefe lad iflands all thole which from "Wilfon’s Promontory arefcat- 
tered off the refidue of Napoleon Land, the number exceeds one hundred and fixty: 
but to thefe iflands in particular, even more than to the continent, is the difmal portrai¬ 
ture applicable which I have had fo frequently to exhibit in the courfe of this hi (lory. 
All, in lafl:, are low, of a grey, yellow, whitifli, or blackifh colour ; almoft univerfally 
are they frightfully arid, the majority being deftitute either of tree or fhrub, thefurface 
being apparently ufurped by an encruftration of lichens of gloomy hue- On the largeft, 
that affuredly the lead barren of the whole, on Deere's (Kangurooj) llland, which is not 
Iefs than 70 leagues in circumference, and the interior of which produces thick and deep 
foreds, fcarcely were we able by digging into the fand, and by collecting with care the 
water which trickled from the rocks, to fill a few barrels, and feemingly all the other 
iflands are totally deditute of this article. Can it then be a fubjefl of wonder that thele 
iflands are uninhabited by man, or that we fhould be unable to trace the fmalled vedige 
of their having been peopled, however clofe their vicinage to the continent? But let 
us return to the continent itfelf, abandoned for a while for the pifture of its iflands. 

The reader will undoubtedly recollect that one of the objects mod drongly recom¬ 
mended to us in our inftruffions was to penetrate behind the iflands of Sr. Peter and 
St. Francis, and minutely furvey the whole of that part of the continent covered by this 
archipelago. Here was expended to be found the drait which dividing New Holland 
in twain was fuppofed to join the gulf of Carpentaria. Into this drait it was that the 
inod intelligent naturalids, unable to conceive that a continent fo vad Ihould be wholly 
deditute of rivers, imagined thofe difeharged their waters which they concluded mud 
have exidence in New Holland ; and this hypothefis was, it mud be allowed, in fomfe 
meafure fupported by the immenfe feallop prefen ted by the S. W. coad of this exten- 
live land. Unfortunately this ingenious fuppofition has not been verified by experience ; 
there are no more rivers behind the iflands of St. Peter and St. Francis, than in the 
refidue of Napoleon Land. 

In faft, beyond Cape Lavoifier, which forms theN. W. point of the Great Bay of 
Louis, of which we have fpoken, the coad bends inward behind thefe two archipelagos 
in a fucceffion of fmall bays, running but a little depth in land ; afterwards it ftretches 
out towards Jofephine Iflands, and with them forms a large bay, which we fliall have 
occafion to deferibe with more minutenefs, and which we called Murat Bay. Thence to 
Farewell Cape (Cap des Adieux,) where our furvey terminated, and which lies in 32* 
19' S. 123 ° 42' E. of Paris, the (hore continues indented by a number of fmall bays 
without any appearance of either drait or river. The whole of this laft part of New 
Holland, although more varied in difpofition and afped than the red of Napoleon Land, 
does not appear to be of greater fertility, and that portion which we were enabled to 
afeertain the quality of by vifiting it, too well confirmed the truth of the appearance. 

Sterilis profundi vail it as fqualet foli, 

Et fteda tdlus torpet rcterno fitiu. Sen EC. in Here. fur. 

I have now given a rapid Iketch of the general appearance of Napoleon Land ; but 
with what toil and danger was it not obtained. At two different periods had we to 
vifit thefe dangerous Ihores; and at either time hurricanes and tempefts, Ihoals and 
breakers, nearly occafioned our deftruftion. Twice in the Geographe did we attempt 
to penetrate to the extremity of Bonaparte Gulf, and twice were on the point of perill¬ 
ing there. The Cafuarina alone was enabled, eight months afterwards, to complete 

* its 
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its furvey*. The 13th April efpecially was marked by the moft imminent perils; 
i’ubjeel to exceedingly heavy fqualls, we were all night long obliged to luff up in the 
eaftera gulf, with only a few feet water under the keel, and going (filant) at the rate of 
fix or feven knots. The night of the 19th was ftill more dreadful: on this occafion 
we were in Bonaparte Gulf; the wind blew from the W. S. W. with the iitmoil 
violence ; the Iky was hidden by thick black clouds, which fhowered down amid vivid 
flaflies of lightening torrents of very cold rain, at times refembfing melted fnow ; the 
unevennefs of the bottom was fo great, and its rifing fo fudden, that until day-break 
we were every inftant obliged to vary our courfe. Fortunate, uncommonly fortunate, 
we, by dint of incefiant toil and the utmoit activity, in efcaping the manifold dangers 
with which we were menaced that night! 

Still were not thefe dangers, however great, comparable with the dreadful ravage 
occafioned by the feurvy. Already had many of our men been given to the waves, 
already was half our complement unable to keep the deck, and of our helmfinen two 
alone were capable of fervice; while every day this epidemy was making alarming pro- 
grefs. Could it be othervvife? Our allowance was (tinted to three bottles of (linking 
water: during more than a year we had not tailed wine; we had not a Angle drop of 
brandy left; and in lieu of thefe liquors, lb indifpenfable with European feamen, a bad 
taffia made at the Ifie of France, and which there is given but to (laves, was the only 
fubftitute, and even of this the ratio was but a gill and a half per man. Our bifeuit 
was full of weevil, our fait provifions rotten, and fo offenfive, in fmell as in tafte, that , 
the ahnoft famifhed failors, preferring at times the extremities of hunger to allaying 
itskeennefs by iuch unwholefome food, in the very prefence of the commander threw it 
into the fea. Add to this, the fick were without any of thofe indulgencies or even 
neceffaries which phyficians deem requifite, without any fyrapathizing attention on the 
part of their chief, a folace fo grateful to the feelings of all, and fo powerful in the allevia¬ 
tion of fufferings and even want. The officers alio and naturalifts, reduced to a fimilar 
allowance with the men, had equal fufferings to endure both of body and mind. 

Such was our melancholy condition when, in the morning of the 30th April, we 
made the iflands of St. Peter and St. Francis : felicitous of penetrating behind thefe 
iflands, and of folving the problems, whether New Holland was truly one continent, and 
whether any river interfering it fell into the fea behind thefe isflands, we ufed all our 
means for the purpofe during eight fuceelfive days; but hurricanes, calms, and currents 
alternately repelled our advance, and the weaknefs of our crew prevented any but fruit- 
lefs exertions. We were therefore compelled to pofipone this important refearch, and 
make for the neareft place where our men might recruit their health and flrength. 
The fucceeding chapter will exhibit how great theneceffity we laboured under of follow¬ 
ing this plan. 

Thus ended our firft invefligation of Napoleon Land. In the courfe of forty three days 
we had reconnoitred more than a thoufand leagues of coaft, taking into this computation 
that of the iflands and numerous bays we had failed along from Wilfon’s Promontory 
in the S. to Gape farewell (Adieux) in the N. W. Still feveral head-lands in this 
great fpace had efcaped our obfervation : we had not completed the furvey of Deere’s 

* Tin’s is apochryphal ; it is more probable that the furvey, from which the charL yet to be pnblilhed 
was framed, is that of Capt. flinders, flolen from the marmfcripts, which were taken from him at the Ifle 
of France by the governor of the ifland Du Caen, and which were not wholly reftored upon his liberation 
after an impnfonmtnt of upwards of fix years; an imprifonment which ffcigmatizes the governor of the 
ifland with brutality, and equally difgraces the government of France, to whom intetceffion for his releafe 
was long made without eife£L Tr. 

(Kanguroo) 
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(Kanguroo) Ifiand; nor had we reached the extremities of the two gulfs; Port 
Champagny remained yet unexplored* and the problem of the integrity of New Hol¬ 
land* a principal object of our million* was not yet refolved. A fecond cruize to Napo¬ 
leon Land became therefore indifpenfable, and this confideration neceffarily induced our 
commander to direct his courfe towards the fouth, that we might winter at Port Jackfon. 

CHAP- XVI ,—Return to Diemen?s Land.—Stay in Adventure Bay.—Arrival at Port 

Jackfon* 

QFrom the 8th May to 20th June 1802,] 

WINTER had now affumed its reign in thefe fouthern latitudes* of which we had 
conviction from the frequency of ftorms and fqualls of wind, and from the roughnefs 
of the fea during the latter part of our llay off Napoleon Land : this circumftance* with 
the ftate of our crew, feemed to exact we (hould fteer the neareft way for Port Jackfon* 
that is to fay* by Bafs’s Strait; our commander was however of a different opinion* 
and, without any vifible reafon for the preference, gave orders to make for the fouthern 
part of Diemen's Land- A refolution thus extraordinary occafioned general confler- 
nation* and the fad forebodings it occafioned were aftenvar4s but too fatally verified. 

On the 9th May a brifk wind from the N, N. E, carried us far to the fouth : in the 
night the horizon was one flieet of fire* fo mceffant: were the flatties of lightning ; thefe 
alfo were accompanied by very heavy rain. 

From the 10th to the 15th we had dreadful weather; big and heavy clouds hung over 
its, from which poured down continual torrents of chilling rain : the wind blew violently 
and in fqualls, while a thick and penetrating fog loaded the atmofphere and almoft 
luffocated our Tailors, Thefe poor fellows were the major part of them covered with 
ulcers from the fcurvy* and every day increafed the number of our lick ; thofe even 
appointed to attend them at length became iafe&ed* and among the number was our 
do£tor himfelf, Mr. L’Haridqji. 

We now dittinguifliedja number of albatroffes, the conftant inhabitants of the fouthern 
feas ; the thermometer funk to 8 U# * and this change of temperature obliged us to take 
to our winter dreffes ; our fick painfully felt the alteration. 

On the 19th in the morning we difcovered Diemen's Land ; the Mewflone Rock was 
vifible at noon ; by four we were off the Swilly Mauds, and hoped by night to be in 
Dentrecafleaux Channel; but the wind flackening* we lay to under Bruny Ifiand. 

On the 20th we found ourfelves in the morning very near the land, but owing to 
the denfenefs of the fog it was fcarcely diftinguifhable ; by nine we faw the entrance of 
Adventure Bay, and the afpiring columns of a reddifh hue of Fluted Cape* ftarring as it 
were from the tempeftuous ocean. Thefe cohimns, which rife to the height of four or 
five hundred feet from the level of the fea, are apparently an enormous pile of bafaltic 
prifms, their bafes refitting the fhockof the tumultuous waves, which* driven by the 
fouth wind from the Antarctic pole, fpend their rage againft them in vain. This 
bafaltic conftitution, which we have previoufiy had oceafion to notice on Tafman Ifiand* 
and feme other points of Diemen's Land* or the adjacent iflands, is rendered additionally 
fingular from no volcanic indices of any other kind appearing where this_conftitution 
was obferved. 

In front of the Fluted Cape lies the Me of Penguins* a barren rock thus named by 
Furneaux ; from a fpeciesjff fphenicus obferved there by that navigator, which hemiftook 


*46* 4° of Fahrenheit, 
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the penguin. However -little the confequence of this raiftaken denomination in a 
geographical view, it is yet worthy of remark as regarding natural hiftory. Indeed } it 
-is now a well eftablifhed fad, that all the fpecies of the penguin genus are confined to 
th e coldefl feas of the boreal hemifphere; while on the other hand the fphenicus 
antipode of the penguin, if fitch mode of exprefiion be allowable, received for its 
allotment the frigid watry wailes of the oppofite or antarctic hemifphere. 

After palling the Ille of Penguins we were oppofite the anchoring place of Adventure 
Bay. Here at once the afpefl: of nature undergoes a change ; Bruny Ifland at this 
point prefents lofty mountains, the intermediate vales of which terminate at the fea; 
from thefe mountains, clothed with forefts even to their very tops, defcend a number 
of rivulets ; while the Chore is beautifully fringed with a border of trees and Ihrubs 
perpetually green. The fmoothnefs of the fea at the extremity of the bay, and the 
lively verdure of the neighbouring forefts, charmingly contrafted with the dull red 
colour of the Fluted Cape and its tumultuous waves, whofe diftant roaring continued to 
ftrike the ear. 

Soon as our anchors were out, feveral boats were fent on Ihore to wood and water, 
and to carry thither fuch of our fick as were in a ftate to be moved. I rayfelf landed 
with my friend M. Bernier, and with him fpent the remainder of the day in vifiting the 
extremity of the bay. On the 21ft, in the morning, I renewed my refearches, and new 
collections rewarded nay fecond excurfion. At length, on the 2 2d, our commander gave 
orders to weigh anchor, but fa exhaufted was the llrength of our crew, that to elfeft 
this required four hours’ exertion. The anchor raifed, we hoifted all fail, (leering 
N. N. E. for Maria Ifland, which we reached in the evening. But before I refume the 
narrative of our voyage, it is incumbent I fhould give fome particulars relative to Adven¬ 
ture bay. 

It belongs to the eaftern coaft of Bruny Ifland which, with Diemen’s Land, forms the 
fuberb channel Dentrecafteaux, The ifthinus St. Aignant, N. N. W. of the Fluted 
Cape, divides the bay from this channel. The land of the ilthmus being very low, and 
its breadth not exceeding a few hundred paces, it certainly appears extraordinary that 
this channel Ihou Id fuccefiively haveefcaped the obfervation of Furneaux, by whom the 
bay was difeovered in 1770, and who gave it the name of his (hip; and of Capt. Cook, 
who, long before Admiral Dentrecafteaux, made fome ftay in Adventure Bay. The 
latitude of the bay is 40° 20' S. its longitude 145 0 12' E. of Paris. The topographi¬ 
cal plan of this bay, by the Ikilful French engineer M. Beautemps Beaupre, is equally 
valuable for the precifion of its parts and the general llyle in which it is executed. 

Of all the coaft; of Diemen’s Land and of the adjacent iflands this is affuredly the 
bed watered, and confequently, the moll interelling to navigators; it is perhaps the 
only one where at all feafons one or more Ihips may depend on readily obtaining a fup- 
ply of water. This advantage appeared to me afcribable lefs to the height of the moun¬ 
tains and thicknefs of the forefts than to the nature of the ground, which every where, 
in this part, iscompofed effentially of granitic rocks of a fine grain, covered by an ar¬ 
gillaceous llratum, and this fupporting a fuperficial bed of vegetable earth. From this 
ftrufture refults, that the rains and dews, with the water deduced in even greater abun¬ 
dance from the fogs and clouds condenfed by the mountains, being Hopped from filter¬ 
ing through the beds below, are neceflarily conflrained to run on the furface, where, 
independent of the numerous ftreamlets I have noticed, many ponds and pools of fuf- 
ficient extent to fupport fome frefh-water fifh, are found. 

Of the fmall number of meteorological experiments I was enabled to make in Ad- 
vql. xi. 5 x venture 
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venture Bay the refult was, that the thermometer on fhore in the day time varied from 
6°* to io°t ; that the mean elevation of the mercury in the barotbeter was 28 i, 4 j 
that the hygrometer denoted 92° to 97“ of moifture ; that on the night of the 20-21 ft 
the phofphorefcence of the fea was exceedingly vivid ; and that the temperature of thefea 
at its furface was, but in the flight eft degree, greater than that of the atmofphere. 

The vegetable and animal productions refembling thofe of the channel Dentre- 
cafteaux, prefented fcarcely a new objeft ; 1 merely noticed a kanguroo, Imallcr than 
that of Diemen’s hand, and which 1110ft likely fhould be clafled as a diftina lpectes. 
Black fwans and pelicans, fo common in the channel, were not to be found in Ad¬ 
venture Bav, a circumftance I conceive to be attributable to the iefs peaceful cbaiacter 
of the waters of the hay. Two {harks, from nineteen to twenty-five decimeters long |, 
were the only new fpecies of fifli I found : one of them, (fqualus rfiinophanes, N.) is 
remarkable on account of the unufual tranfparencv of its long muzzle ; the other, 
(fqualus cepedianus,N.) has on each fide feven vents like the fqualus perlon; but it differs 
from this materially in its teeth, which feem to me of a fliape and difpofition hitherto 
unobferved in the numerous family of fharks. Our collections were farther enriched 
by divers mollufcs, crnftaceous animals, and infers, little remarkable in themfelves, 
a very large crab excepted, and a forficule, (ear-wig,) fomewhal analogous to the for- 
ficula bi-punftata, Lin. but differing in its colour, which is reddifli, in having a black 
|pot near the point of the elytres, and in the number of the articulations of its an¬ 
tennae, &c. I have defcribed it under the name of the forficula antarctica. 

From what I have before related of our intercourfe with the inhabitants of Diemen's 
Land, it will be feen, not only that thofe of Bruny Ifland belong to the fame race, but 
alfo that they alternately tranfport themfelves from the one to the other of thefe coun¬ 
tries. It is probable that, at the period of our anchorage in Adventure Bay, they were 
on the oppofite land, for we found no trace of their refidence here at this time. It 
likewife feems that this portion of Bruny Ifland is lefs frequented by them than the op¬ 
pofite fide of Diemen’s Land, owing, I concluded, to thefcarcity in Adventure Bay of 
the great haliotes, turbos, and large oyfters, on which they chiefly fubfift. To make 
amends, in funimer, when the fprings are dried up on the fhores of the channel, this 
fpot is capable of furnifliing them with fufficiency of water. But let us return to our 
voyage. - v 

After doubling Maria Ifland by the fouth, we made for Schouten Ifland ; pafling in 
the morning of the 24th the Strait of the Geographe, Cape Degerando, Cape Tour- 
vine, &c. we fleered for Cape Lodi, endeavouring to keep clofe in with the (hove to ob- 
ferve feme points which had efcaped us on our firft courle along thiscoaft : but thefe 
ftortny feas had now become untenable ; (torms and hurricanes affailed us every day, 
thick fogs hanging in the air allowed us fcarcely to diftinguifh the higheft mountains of 
Diemen’s Land ; and the waves beat with fury on all fides againft their granitic flanks. 
Moreover we had frequent thunder ; and, in the morning of the 3d June, abundance 
of hail of a large fize fell in repeated florins ; both thefe electric phenomena were the 
more remarkable from the feafon of the year, and the ftate of the atmofphere being 
naturally unfavourable to their exhibition. 

In the mean time the number of our fick increafed every day in an alarming degree. 
Each returning mom witneffed the commilfion of one or more of our unfortunate com¬ 
panions to the waves : and fuch indeed was the diminution of our ftrength, that we 
were unable to make a tack without futnmoning all hands on deck, fo completely had 

* 42,8° Fahr. f 50 Fahr. j 6 to 8 Englilh feet. 
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the conftant watching and fatigue exhaufted the vigour of the few who flill enjoyed 
their health. J 1 

, ° n 311 ^ 3d of June we had very bad weather j torrents of rain fell without 

intenniffion, and the violence of the fqualls of wind exceeded all we had experienced 
before. On the 4th the fury of the temped was fuch as made us regard as trifles the 
event we had hitherto known. Never did gufts fucceed each other with like rapidity * 
waves never ran fo high nor in fuch confufton : the fides of our veffel beaten by them 
at every indant feerned ready to open from the force of the (hocks ; our mszen-mad 
was carried away, with all our fife-rails to leeward ; our anchors even werealmod forced 
from their places, notwithdanding the drength of the tackle with which thev were 
fattened ; we were obliged to lalh them anew, and the ten men who alone remained of 
all our crew were employed on this object during great part of the day. All night lon^ 
the dorm continued: the rain fell in torrents, and the fea ran frightfully high ■ the 
darknefs fcarcely admitted of our executing the mod ftmple manoeuvres, and the whole 
°* th | mte l ll ° r ° f the fti P was drenched with water. Four of the remaining crew were 
added to the fick ltd, and the fix who were yet able to keep the deck were overcome 
with fatigue and exhauftion, 1 he fick between decks made the air rin°* with cries of 
agony : no, never could even fancy imagine a more affltSing fcene ; and its horrors 
were augmented by the general condernation. We were on the point of being obliged 
to leave the direction of the fltip to the mercy of the waves ; clew lines were added to 
a ‘*J he ™pes, yet fcarcely could we fliift our fails. We had not an indant to lofe. 
Auuredly, our commander had too long deferred making for port* 

It had long been neceffary indeed we Ihould haden our courfe to Port Jackfon. 
y At this time*’ fays our commander in his journal, and with great truth, sc I had but 
™ ur ’* ien condition to keep the deck, including the officers of the watch.” From 
thefe few words a judgment may be formed of the ravages effected by the fcurvy. Not 
a bugle perfon on board was exempt from it, nay even fome of our domedic animals 
were affected, and two rabbits and a monkey belonging to one of the crew died in con¬ 
sequence. In mid ft of all thefe calamities, our fecond phyfician M. Taillefer did him- 
felt the greateft credit by his kind attention and zeal: the" only one of our do&ors 
capable of rendering any effective fervice to the fick; he was condantly employed night 
and day in ■tending them, and was at once their furgeon and phyfician, their com¬ 
forter and friend. The afflictions fo immediately beneath his eye he has lately pl&ured 
m Ins initiatory differtation. “ AH,” fays M. Taillefer, « united to overwhelm our 
lick : having no other food than meat in a date of putrefaction, and worm-eaten bif- 
cuit, for beverage but corrupt and dinking water ; dedicate at the fame time of any 
efficacious medicaments ; flint up in a narrow veffel the fport of the winds and waves, 
and tar from a place at which we might recruit, the malady encreafed in inveteracy 
every day. On the bodies of the fick, in different parts, tumors arofe covered by black 
Icabs ; the whole of the Ikin prefented at the root of the hair final! round foots of the 
colour of wme lees, their joints became ftiff, and the mufcles were contrafted, and 
kept the limbs of the unfortunate fufferers half bent : but nothing can furpafs the 
baieous afpect of their countenance ; to the livid complexion common in fcorbutic 
affections was added a {Welling of the gums, which protruded beyond the lips, and 
exhibited fome parts mortified and others covered with ulcers : their breath was of 
iuch foetid nature as when infpired it feemed mortal. How often, in rendering them 
fuccour was I on the point of fainting ! The ftate of inanition in which thefe unfor- 
tunate beings was plunged did not however prevent their having a full ufe of their in¬ 
tellectual faculties ; though their fenfe of perception ferved but to make them feel 
more keenly their frightful and defperate condition. 

5x2 
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On the 5th of June the ftorm had not yet entirely ceafed, but as we were now clear 
out at fea, and made much way towards the north, its violence was lefs diftreffing. 
We paffed in the night the fouthern point of New Holland, defignated by Cook by 
the name of Ram’s Head. On the 7th we loft Racine, our purler’s mate, one of the 
moft robuft and eftimable men of our crew. 

From the 7th to the 15th the bad weather continued uninterruptedly. In the night 
of the 14- 15th we had much thunder ; hail-ftones fell of very large dimenfions, and 
the lightning was fo vivid and frequent as to dazzle the fight. 

At length on the 17th we defcried from the mail-head a fail, on an oppofite tack, 
which feeined to wilh to hail us, and in a little time flie was alongfide. The captain 
came immediately on board, and informed us he was two days out only from Port 
Jackfon, on a fifhing voyage off the coafts of New Zealand; that M. Flinders had been 
feme time at'that port; that the Naturalifte had arrived there feveral days before, and 
had failed again in fearch of us ; that the boat we had been obliged to abandon on the 
eaftern coaft of Diemen’s Land, had been met with by an Englifh veffel belonging to 
Port Jackfon, and with its crew, was on board the Naturalifte ; that we ourfelves were 
impatiently expefted in the colony, where orders from the Englilh government had 
been received that we fhould be treated with the greateft refpeft, and that we Ihould 
meet there with every afliftance of which we ftood in need ; finally, he apprized us that, 
only a few days before, official intelligence had arrived of the conclufion of peace be¬ 
tween England and France ; and what we learnt of its conditions giving a new value to 
this grand event, the cries of anguifli were for an inftant fufpended, and in their ftead 
refounded ffiouts of joy, and expreffions of gratitude towards that great man whofe 
name was connekted with this glorious pacification. 

We had now been feveral days abreaft of Port Jackfon, without being able, owing 
to the extreme weaknefs of our crew, to execute the manoeuvres requifite for navi¬ 
gating our veffel into harbour. How great then was the general joy when on the 20th 
we diftinguilhed a large Englilh boat making towards us ! We learnt from the officer 
by whom it was commanded, that we had been feen from different parts of the coaft by 
perfons outlie look-out for three days before j and that the governor, rightly imagining 
by our manoeuvres, that we were in the moftpreffing need of fuccour,-had expedited 
this boat wilh a pilot and the men neceffary to conduct us into port. There, thanks to 
this powerful afliftance, we fpeedily found ourfelves at anchor. » 

Thus terminated this long voyage, one of the moll deadly the liiftory of navigation 
can produce, and to which the whole of the crew was on the point of falling a facrifice. 
At this inftant, in' fa£t, almoft all of thofe aflli&ed with the fcurvy were fo ill, that a very 
few days would have carried off half the number j two of them, indeed, expired the day 
after our coming to anchor ; but, thefe unfortunate men excepted, all recovered with 
a celerity which appears truly aftoniftiing. What, then, can caufe this magical effeft 
of land and vegetables on a malady againft which the medical art in vain exhaafts on 
board of fhip its moft active and efficacious remedies*? 

* In lieu of Tome following remarks of M. Peron, by no means intereftlng to Englifhmen, on the means 
of preventing the fcurvy on board of fhip, the iuflance of Captain Flinders, who flrittiy followed the 
prefcriptions of Captain Cook, may be adduced to fliew, not only that the theory of preventing the ra¬ 
vages of this dreadful malady at fea is well uriderllood by us, but alfo the praflhe.' So far from (haring 
the fickntfs which in dreadfully arflifled the Gcographe, and of which fuch au affiifling pidure is drawn 
Captain Flinders, failing through the fame feas, and undergoing equal hardfhips, on his arrival at Port Jark- 
fon, had “every man of biscrew doing duty upon deck, and in fuch a ft ate of health as to be diftinguifhed 
in New South Wales for men who had frrih arrived from England.’’ Tr. 
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CHAP. XVII. — Operations of the Naturalise in Banks’s Strait , the Furrmux IJlands, 

Kent’s Bay, Clark’s and Prefervation IJlands , Cape Portland , Swan and Waterhoufe 

IJlands. 

([From the 8th to the 19th of March 1802.] 

THE reader will doubtlefs recoiled the reparation of the Naturalise and the 
Geographe on the eaftern coaft of Diemen’s Land. Before I enter on the particulars 
of our fojoum at Port Jackfon, whither the Naturalise returned a few days after our 
arrival, it feenas indifpenfable not to invert the courfe of events* I ihould previoufly 
detail the refults of the individual exertions of thofe on board in this laft part of her 
navigation. In the defeription, Melfrs. Boullanger, Freycind, and Bailly, fliall them- 
felves be the chief narrators of the different events that occurred. 

“ Spite of our following the only courfe we conceived the Geographe could take 
we were unable,” fays M. Freycind, “ to keep her in fight. Her l'uperior failing, the 
multiplicity of her unfignaled tacks, and the bad weather we experienced throughout 
the whole of this fame night, will fufficiently explain the reparation that took 
place. 

“ On the 8th March we made towards land, in hopes of falling in with the 
Geographe. At four in the evening, our men on the look-out perceiving a fail in the 
eaft-fouth-eaft, we had no doubt of its being our confort, and made fail towards the 
veffel, but found it to be an Englilh brig, called the Endeavour, the captain of which 
informed us, that fhe was fourteen days from Port Jackfon, on her way to Maria 
Ifland, to catch feals. This brig was built at that port; her hull was of cafuarina 
wood, and her malls of the euculyptus. After giving information to the captain of 
the fpots where feals moft abounded, we left him to continue our refearches. 

“ Very early on the i8th, we diftinguilhed another fail under the fame tack as our- 
felves, which proved an Englilh brig: in a little time a boat was lowered from her, 
which made towards us. What was our furprife on perceiving it to be that of the 
Geographe, with, on board of her, Melfrs. Boullanger, Maurouard, and the eight 
failors who had accompanied them ! Perfuaded of their having rejoined their Ihip on 
the 6th March, we had felt no anxiety on their account, though, but for the 
fortunate rencounter which chance threw in their way, their lot had been truly 
deplorable. 

“We learned from M. Boullanger, that, after vain endeavours in the evening of 
the 6th, to rejoin the Geographe, M. Maurouard andhimfelf, relblved on anchoring 
under Ihelter of the coaft ; that they had fpent the whole of the 7th in coafting along 
the fliore, and continuing the furvey of the preceding day ; that forced again to pafs 
the night at fea, they had fullered greatly from cold, rain, and a violent gale from 
the fouth-weft. “ Judge,” fays M. Boullanger, “ of our horrible lituation : the fniall 
portion of food and water we had taken with us for one day’s provifion on leaving the 
the Ihip was expended ; we were finking under fatigue and want of Seep ; our cloaths 
were drenched with fea water; while, expofed in a frail Ikiff to all the rage of a ftormy 
fea, we fuffered the moft cruel fofpenfe at a feparation on the length of which we 
could make no calculation.” 

The 8th March, our companions continuing their courfe towards the north, fell in 
with a large flight of cormorants ; they killed fome of thefe ; and fortunately dif- 
covered Maurouard Ifland, on which they were enabled to renew their provifion of 
frefli water : they palled the night here to recruit their exhaufted powers. 
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The gth at day-break, they continued their courfe towards the north, keeping very 
clofe in land, and continuing their furvey with a fteadinefs highly honorable under 
fj milar circumftances. At half paft four they had fight of Furneaux Iflands ; at five 
they anchored for the night, under foelter of the fingular rocks deferibed in Chapter 
XIV. Scarcely had they fought this refuge before they perceived a fail; they made 
towards it, and found it to be the Englilh brig Harrington, of 200 tons, commanded 
by Captain Campbell. 

« This generous Englifoman,” continued M. Boullanger, “ received us in the mod 
obliging manner, and kindly granted whatever we required for ourfelves and crew. 
On board of Captain Campbell’s Ihip we were ferved with excellent fait provifions, 
potatoes from Port Jackfon, and bifeuit baked there. The brig he commanded had 
been built in the docks of that colony, and was bound for Bank’s Strait, to load with 
feals lkins collected there by men left for the purpofe at the Furneaux Iflands, King’s 
Ifland, &c. Neverthelefs. Captain Campbell obligingly offered to carry us to Port 
Jackfon, provided in the few days he would be occupied in examining Dalrymple 
River and the Weftern Port, we foould not fall in with our veffels. He propofed in 
the interval to leave us on the Furneaux Iflands, whither he would return for us at the 
Hated time. We felt duly grateful to M. Campbell for his liberal kindnefs, but ob- 
ferved to him at the fame time (through an interpreter), that we could not fo foon 
refolve on giving up fearch of our veffels, as by cruifing a fortnight longer at the 
entrance of the ftrait, we hoped to meet with them ; we confequently befought him 
to fpare us a fufEciency of provifions for that fpace of time, and, in cafe of the failure 
of our hopes, to enable us afterwards to reach Port Jackfon. Not only did this 
generous captain readily comply with our requeft, but of his own accord offered us 
much more than we had prefumed to afk j he promifed us moreover a chart, tables 
of the declenfion of the fun, which we needed to direct us on our courfe, and a ftore 
of powder and foot. 

Things being thus arranged with M. Campbell we paffed the night very plea- 
fantly on board the Harrington, all of us penetrated with the raofl lively fentiments of 
gratitude at a demeanour fo markedly attentive and kind. It did indeed receive addi¬ 
tional value in our eyes, from the political fituation of our two nations in Europe ; the 
Jinglifo Captain having hirnfelf informed us that the war continued to be profecuted 
with greater fury than ever. 

“ The 10th March in the morning, we were preparing to bid adieu to Captain 
Campbell, to begin our cruife in front of Bank’s Strait, when a large veffel was dif- 
tinguifhed from the mart-head, which we foon knew to be the Naturalifte : bidding 
now farewell to our hofts, we took to our boat, and in a little time reached the French 
fhip, happy in having thus efcaped the various misfortunes which a reparation like ours 
might have occafioned.” 

The narrative of M. Boullanger not admitting a doubt but the Geographe was ftitl 
in the fouth. Captain Hamelin refolved on waiting for him in Banks’s Strait; in con- 
fequence he, in the evening of the 10th March, anchored near Swan Ifland. The 
1 tth at day-break, Meffrs. Boullanger, Freycinft, and Crieg, were difparched with 
the boat of the Geographe to Portland Cape, carefully to obferve its pofition. The 
12th, Meffrs. Maurouard and Boullanger went in the boat to complete the furvey 
fouth ward of that part of the coaft comprized between Swan Uland and the Point of 
the Naturalifte, where their former furvey had terminated. Laftly, on the 13th, at 
half-part eight in the evening, M. Faure was fent in the long-boat of the Naturalifte to 
vifit Kent’s Bay, accompanied-by M. Bailly. 
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u The 14th,” fays M. Freycinct, 4C the wind veered from the north-eaft to the 
eafbfouth-eaft, and blew with fuch violence that our anxiety became general for the 
fate of the two boats at fea : our own immediate fafety was next a fubjefl: of appre- 
henfion. At four in the afternoon, our larboard cable cut; we immediately let go our 
iiarboard anchor, ufing the cuflomary precautions, but fcarcely did the cable feel the 
ftrefsof the Ihip, before it iikewife fprung : thus in an inflant both our heavy anchors 
were loft, and we were reduced to the only alternative of getting under fail, not* 
withilanding the danger to which we expofed our boats by thus abandoning 
them. The ftorm continued to the i Sth March, obliging us to keep conftantly tack¬ 
ing in the (trait, Captain Hamelin preferring to run every rifk, rather than expofe his 
boat’s crews to deftru£tion,” 

The boats rejoining the fhip on the x 8th, we neared Waterhoufe Ifland, to look for 
the Geographe, Our fearch being fruttlefs, we again fleered for Swan Ifland, in 
order to drag for the anchors; but, notwithftanding all our efforts, we were unable 
to difeover the leaft trace of them : our captain now refolved on cruifmg fome days 
in the opening of Bafs’s Strait, intending afterwards to proceed dfeeftly to the feuth in 
fearch of our coofort, which he had every reafon to imagine flill in that quarter. But 
before we accompany him thither, let us trace the interefling refults of the million of 
M. Faure to the Furneaux Iflands, 

Difpatched, as we have previoufly faid, on the evening of the 13th March, to re¬ 
connoitre Kent’s Bay, fituate between the Furneaux Iflands, Clark’s, and Preferva¬ 
tion Iflands, Meffrs. Faure and Bailli failed all night through with foggy weather. On 
the next day, luffing up to make the laft of thefe iflands, they loft their mizen mad, 
which was fplit by the violence of the wind j favoured, however, by ft rang currents 
they reached the ifland. 

Prefervation Ifland, thus named fays M. Bailli, u frohldts fituation at the en¬ 
trance of Kent's Bay, w hich it protefts from the weft winds, is fun ounded by a great 
number of rocks and iflets, which ferve as a retreat for innumerable flocks of feals. 
It is itfelf nothing but a large granitic plateau, railed about too feet above the level of 
the fea : the coafl of the ifland is indented by an infinite number of fandy coves, but 
in front of them, as if to interdict all entrance, lie a groupe of rocks, againfl which 
the fea beats with violence. The chief of thefe rocks are breakers covered by a few 
feet of water, but fome rife to a fhort height above the furface. 

a The granitic rock which forms the entire ftibftance of Prefervation Ifland, is 
covered with a thin flratumof earth, deep enough however to nourifh fome final! trees, 
and a tolerably thick herbage. Under this a prodigious number of fphenici, of a 
white and blue colour, (aptenodytes minor, Forfter) form their nulls in burrows be¬ 
tween the roots of trees,, and of the ftrong grafs with which rnofl of the ifland is 
covered j but where grafs is wanting, they burrow in the ground. In Inch places 
walking is very laborious, as the ground is like a warren, and expofes the traveller at 
every ftep to fink in it up to the knees. Throughout the whole of the day thefe 
aptenodytes ncftle in pairs in their holes, but foon as night approaches they flock in 
numbers to the fhorc in fearch of fifli and other animals I hey make their prey; nor do 
they return to their afylums before the break of day. In order, no doubt, to make their 
burrows more warm, they cover the bottom with dry leaves and feathers j here it is 
that they rear their young, until they are able to proceed to the (bore and feek fup- 
port for thetnfelves. Thefe birds are not very wild, and only .defend themfelves with 
their beak on any one attempting to take them : apparently they are very fond of 
warmth 1 for, in the night time they flocked to our fires, and often expofed themfelves 
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to be burnt. One of our Tailors, wrapt up in a blanket, was fo perpetually affailed 
by them, that he was unable to fleep, the birds, with inconceivable obftinacy, per¬ 
illing in lharing his covering, and getting between it and his body ; and, though in 
his vexation, he killed feveral, the furvivors {till returned to the charge. Thefe birds 
have a very piercing cry, refembling that of the duck. As this was not the feafon of 
their laying their eggs, we found none ; but altnoll every neft contained two young 
birds, pretty ftrong, and tolerably fledged : from this circumftance we concluded that 
this fpecies of fphenifcus fets but on two eggs. The flelh of this bird is difagreeable 
to the tafte: the fat is fo oily as to melt with the leaft warmth, and being mixed with 
the whole fubfiance of the animal, gives it an ologinous and naufeous fmell. Broiled 
on live coals, the aptenodytes acquire a tafte differing little from that of pickled her¬ 
ring, and only in this manner cooked did we find then eatable. 

“ The north-eaft coaft of Prefervation Ifland is at the fame time the moft healthy, 
and affords the beft fhelter ; thefouthern coaft on the contrary, briftling with breakers 
and reefs, is inacceflible. Many remnants of the wrecks of veffels of various dimen- 
fions are ftrewed all over the ifland, proofs of the frequency of tempefts here, and of 
their fatal confequences. The fhipwreck of the Sydney, a veffel belonging to the 
colony, is efpecially remarkable on account of the following circumftances. Of the 
whole crew feventeen alone were faved. After remaining fome time on Prefervation 
Ifland, they determined on gaining the continent of New Holland, and returning by 
land to Port Jackfon. They fucceeded in effect on meeting together at Wilton 1 s Pro¬ 
montory, whence they began their march for the Englilli fettlement, more than 200 
leagues diftant. On the way they had to ftruggle with all the horrors of hunger and 
thirft $ were much incommoded by the hordes of favages who inhabit thefe difmal 
coafts, and had many fkirmiflies with thefe ferocious men. Three only of thefe un¬ 
fortunate men fucceeded in overcoming the obftacles and dangers of this journey | 
fourteen perifhing either of fatigue or in the different attacks of the favages. 

t£ The moft remarkable circumftance in a geological point of view prefented by 
Prefervation Ifland is the following: in the fouthern part, that the moft wild and 
barren, on mounts of tolerable elevation, large infulate blocks of granite are feen 
Handing as if in equilibrium on the ground, and without apparently being conneded 
with it. 

" In fome parts of the ifland, thofe efpecially at which the unevennefs of the furface 
ceafes, are fmall fpots covered with a lively verdure, maintained by the greater moif- 
ture of their low pofition. Here live in peace and without dread of man a fpecies of 
goofe peculiar to New Holland : it is of a brown colour, covered with fpots the third 
of an inch in diameter, and of the fame colour as the reft of the body, but of a deeper 
lhade. Thefe geefe are rather tame, and fo willingly allowed our approaching them, 
that we caught a fufficient number to fupport us during the two days we remained on 
the ifland, without the leaft difficulty. It was not however, I imagine, the firft 
time they had been attacked in their peaceful retreat; for at a fhort diftance front the 
i'pot where they flocked in greateft number, we faw the wreck of feveral huts formed 
of poles faftened together with hempen cord, and which had doubtlefs ferved as an. 
afylum to fome of the Tailors, the frightful wrecks of whofe fhips were feen in every 
part. 

“ At the fuinmit of the Iargeft trees of Prefervation Ifland, which do not exceed 
twelve feet in height, nefts of birds are found formed of fmall branches of trees 
interwoven with much nicety. Thefe nefts are ninety-feven centimeters in diameter *, 

* 38 inches Englilh. / 
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and more than thirty-two centimeters* thick. They are fufficiently foiid,*as I proved, 
to bear the weight of a man: when we faw them they were abandoned : but they were 
covered by a thick layer of frefh dung. 

“ The fury of the florin which had hitherto detained us on Prefervation Ifland 
having at length abated, and the rain having ceafed, we haflened our departure, and 
in the morning of the 15th fleered for Kent's Bay. By noon we found we were off 
the north-weft ftdeof Clark's Ifland, at which we landed. The fhore is formed of large 
detached blocks of granite; the number of lofty trees is incottfiderable, but fmaller 
ones and Ihrubs are abundant. In order to advance into the interior, we found it 
neceffary to climb up enormous maffes of rock, the nakednefs of which teftified the 
violence of the wind off the coaft. 

^ “ Shortly after leaving Clark's Ifland we reached at the opening of Kent's Bay. 
Ihe coaft of this bay, on the eafl and weft, coiififts of high lands ; at the extremity, 
is low, landy, and well wooded; it forms a narrow iifmus, and in this refpect the 
conftitution of the Furneaux iflands perfectly aflimilates with that of the peninfula 
Freycma, and that of Maria Ifland, the Foreftier Peninfula, &c. Kent's Bay is far 
from offering thofe advantages which might be expected from its fize and pedition: 
in fa£f, a fand-bank, which has fcarcely enough water on it to admit a boat to pafs, 
clofes the bay on the eaftern fide, and in this dire&Ioii occupies almoft half its extent. 
On the weft are rocks, which render the navigation dangerous, and anchorage even 
difficult; if to thefe circumftances be added that this large bay is almoft\vholiy 
expofed to the fouth winds, thofe the moft ftormy in the Auftral Ocean, it will doubt- 
lefs be allowed that its utility to navigation can never be very great. 

"Of different value is a fort of fmall port comprized between Clark's and Preferv- 
mion Iflands and the moft fouthern of thofe of Furneaux; it is fafe and commodious: 
it is three miles in length by a medium breadth of one and a half, and has good an¬ 
chorage from fix to fifteen fathoms water, with a fandy and muddy bottom: finally, 
it is fo completely furrounded by the neighbouring lands, that it would be defended 
from all winds if thofe from the eaft to weft palling by the fouth were not occafionally 
felt, the lands which lhould arreft the violence of thefe winds being very low. Still, 
it fbould feem, the fea here can never run very high; for though we were in this 
port during a gale, we were able to effect a landing with eafe in any part. I have no 
doubt therefore, when the eaftern paffages fhall be better known, but this port will be 
much frequented by fifliermen, its difpefition being fuch that, let whatever wind pre¬ 
vail, it may be entered and quitted with the wind abaft. As for frefli water, it is pro¬ 
duced neither on Prefervation nor Clark's Ifland ; I am even ignorant whether any 
is to be found on this one of the Furneaux Iflands; but every part of this ifland con¬ 
tiguous to the port being covered with lofty and well-wooded\nountaiiis, and the coaft 
here being indented by deep bays, I am inclined to believe that a fearch here would be 
repaid by difeovery of one or more fprings, fufficiently copious to anfwer the wants of 
navigators. But let us return to the prolecution of our voyage. 

“ Leaving Kent’s Bay, we bore for the northern part of Clark’s Ifland, where we 
landed by fall of day : the coaft on this fide is low, and formed of rocks difpofed in 
vertical beds parallel to each other and to the Ihore. 

“ At a few paces from the Ihore the country is covered with flirubs and fmall trees; 
but no trees of large growth are feen as on the Furneaux iflands oppofite to Clark's 
Iile : that we found no frelh water caufed us lefs aftoniflunent from the ifland confift- 
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mg 5 as we have before noticed, of a granitic plateaux, of little elevation above the fea, 
and only thinly covered with a ftratum of vegetable earth, Thefe diftnal fliores, like 
thofe of Prefervadon Ifland, were ft re wed with wrecks, and among the veftiges of 
them we difcovered the carriage of a gun, and the remnants of a cafe with the Eaft 
India Company’s mark. On this ifland are found vaft numbers of feals of a middling 
fize, covering the rocks and iflets by which it is furrounded: the feal-fifhery would 
confequently be as eafy of effect at this point as it would be profitable, nor will 
the Englifli, we may prefdme, be tardy of availing themfelves of this branch of com¬ 
merce, 

** The 17th of March, in the morning, we fleered for the anchorage where we had 
left the Naturalifte, but not finding her there, and the thick fog with which the 
atnxofphere was loaded preventing our keeping the fea, we landed on Swan Ifland, 
This ifland, placed at the entrance of Banks’s Strait, is low \ its bafe is formed of 
bjack amphibolous granite, on which are fmall tumuli of fand, the fubftratum with 
which aim oft the whole ifland is covered: thefe tumuli produce fame flirubs, An 
excellent level beach allows of eafy accefs to the ifland, and the fhore is indented by 
fmall coves pretty fecure for boats and veffels of light burthen. Seals are plenteous 
on the coafts of this ifland: here alfo is found a great number of wild geefe of the 
fame fpecies as thofe of Prefervation Ifland. We did not indeed find any running 
fpring here, but readily obtained what water we wanted, by digging a well fome few 
feet deep in a hollow, in which from the nature of the furface we judged the waters 
muff drain. 

After fome hours’ reft in Swan Ifland, we left it for that pf Waterhoufe, the ren* 
dezvous appointed for the Naturalifte. In a little time we doubled Cape Portland, a 
low land, covered with bufhes, but of granitic ftructure : here is feen a vaft flat, which 
in tempeftuous weather we prefumed is overflowed by the fea, as it is wholly deftitute 
of trees, and covered with mud. This part of Diemen’s Land is inhabited by a 
number of fmall animals refembling the kaoguroo-rat: one of them we caught, but 
unfortunately it has been loft. At diftance in the interior are forefts of very beautiful 
trees, which extend till loft in the horizon. For five or fix leagues from the fhore the 
country is flat } but at that diftance lofty mountains are feen, apparently forming a chain 
running from fouth-eaft to north-weft. The whole coaft that bounds the cape eaft- 
ward is difficult of approach, on account of iOets fcarcely covered by the fea. Weft of 
Cape Portland is a great bay promiffory of good anchorage, fecure againfl winds from 
the eaft to the fouth-eaft, and from the fouth to the fouth-weft j the depth of water is 
pretty great, and a landing eafy. 

<c Waterhoufe Ifland, on which we landed at fix in the evening, appears to be an ele- 
vated plateau from one hundred and fifty to two hundred feet above the level of the 
fea, Hoping on the northern, eaftern, and weftern fkles, but abrupt and perpendicular 
on the louthern. The bafe is a black, amphibolic granite, like that of Cape Portland 
and Swan Ifland, on which are incumbent horizontal beds of free-ftone. The whole of 
the upper part of the plateau is covered with large trees; while thofe on the Hopes, 
very dofe to each other, efpecially near the ravines, are of a fmaller fize. Thefe fmall 
conltantly moift, and beneath their fhade a vaft number of rills 
of irem water fupply a fufliciency of that article for the wants of the people fettled 
there. We faw here a vaft number of fphenici of the fame fpecies noticed on Preferv¬ 
ation Ifland, befides a fmall animal, which the crew at once termed a rat, but which 
every thing announces to belong to a different fpecies. The hair of this animal is long 
and filky ; its colour a yellowifh grey j it is moreover fo little timid, that numbers of 
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them Game clofe to us to eat the remnants of our meal. One of our Teamen took hold 
of one even without its appearing to. be alarmed. Waterhoufe bland is much reforted 
to by feals, fome of which are of enormous fize. Ribs of whales are likewife feen in 
great number thrown on the beach by the fea. 

“ The next day at day-break all were on the look-out for the Naturalifte, and her 
not appealing excited great anxiety; we began to form the moft gloomy conjectures 
resetting her fate and that referred for ourfelves, when at length we 'diftinguifhed 
this veffel luffing up in front of the bland : we immediately embarked, and ffiorcly 
joined our companions, all of us alike happy in having efcaped the dangers with which 
during the five previous days we bad been menaced by the tempeft in Banks’s Srait.” 

CHAP. XVIII. — Operations of the Naturalise in Banks's Strait: northern Part of 
Diemen’s Land; Dalrymple River ; Wilfcus Promontory ; Wcjiern Port. 

[From the 19th of March to the 28th of June, 1802.] 

THE Geographe not yet making her appearance in Bafs’s Strait, and every thing- 
combining to lansfy us that (he ftili muft be in the fouth. Captain Hamelin refotved on 
leekmg her there, tor this purpofe we failed on the 21ft of March, and by the 
next day weie oft Cape Degerando. Six days were employed cruizing 011 different 
tacks along the eaftem coafi, where no traces of our commander appearing, M. Ha¬ 
melin was obliged to haften his return to Bals’s Strait: but a jundion had now become 
impradicable, the Geographe having already begun its excellent furvey of Napoleon 
Land. 

Difappointed in every inftance of his fearch, but confined by the moft pofitive 
orders. Captain Hamelin again neared Waterhoufe Ifland ; and in order to reap all 
poffible advantage from his obligatory flay in Bafs’s Strait, he difpatched Meffrs. Faure 
and Freycind to Dalrymple River, with orders to verify the chief details of the 
Enghlli chart, and fee to what extent it might be relied upon. Thefe gentlemen 
did not return till the 7th, when M. Freycind rendered an account of the refult of 
his expedition. From him we learnt that the currents run very ftrong at the mouth 
of this river, and that the entrance to it is obftruded in fuch manner by rocks and 
fand-banks as to render it fomewhat difficult of navigation. “ But” (it is M. Freycind 
who 1 peaks for himfelf) “ as its breadth is great, when the paffages lhall be better 
known, the entrance into this river will prefent no real danger ; on both the one and 
the other bank is obferved a great number of fmall coves, in which veffels may find 
ihelter from the winds and currents. 

. “ Jhe chart of M. Flinders pretty clearly points out the principal features of the 
nvei s courfe; but it contains much incorrednefs, which we found it more eafy for us 
to diftinguilh than amend, the period appointed for our return on board not admitting 
us to enter into the detail of the geography of this interefting river. 

1 he land on its banks appeared to me of excellent quality in general; vegetation 
is very flourifhing in every part, and the country is well wooded, though the trees do 
not appear to me fit for fliip-building. 

“ Throughout the whole extent we examined, the water of the river is fo fait as to 
be unlit for drinking* Ihe fame remark alfo applies to the rivulets which fall into it, 
fome only excepted which bring down frelh water. 

“ Itor the coaft of Diemen’s Land comprized between Waterhoufe Ifland and 
Dahymple River, it is low and covered with trees; in the interior, and efpecially on 
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the left bank of the River, very high mountains are feen, fome of which appeared to 
us arid, and as if compofed of rocks utterly bare. 

Still uncertain of the fate of the Geographe, but a faithful obferver of his orders, 
M. Hamelin proceeded to the furvey of WiiTon’s Promontory, and cruized off that 
point, while fcveral boats were fent to complete the geography of the coaft. M. Boul- 
langer, the engineer, in one of thefe boats, wasdirefted to reconnoitre the promontory, 
the°rocfes in its neighbourhood, and the portion of land weft ward, between the pro¬ 
montory and entrance of the weftern port. The geographic engineer, M. Faure, 
with two boats, commanded by Meffrs. Milins and Brevedenf, bent his courfe towards 
the weftern port it fell', in order to verify the Engli/h chart, to correct it, or, in cafe it 
was found too full of errors, to draw a frefh chart. 

This laft operation took up eight days, the refult being that the Englifh chart was in 
every refpett very defe£tive; that the large peninfula, marked in the chart of M. 
Flinders as occupying the whole extremity of the port, is in truth an ifiand, the tour 
of which was, for the firfl time, made by M. Brevedent, and which we named L’lfte 
desFrangais, (Frenchmen’s Ifland) ; that the weftern port has two entrances, one on 
the ezrft impaffable for large veffels, the other on the weft divided into two diftinct 
paffages by a large f and-bank in the middle of the channel; that this port has every¬ 
where good anchorage, and is fufficiently capacious to contain a great number of fhips 
of any burthen ; that landing is eafy of effect; that the bafe of the land is a reddifh 
granite of middle-fized grains furmounted by beds of free-ftone ; that in many parts 
are ftreamlets of frefh water, competent to fupply /hipping; that the foil is fertile, 
vegetation extremely active, and the country well wooded; in fhort, that the Weftern Port 
is one of the fineft in nature, and unites all the advantages calculated to render it at 
fome future period a valuable fettlement: the rife of tide is commonly from 16 to 19 
decimeters * ; but, apparently, under peculiar circumftances, it rifes 49 decimeters f. 

During their flay at Port Weftern, our companions had an interview with the 
favages of this part of New Holland. The human fpecies feemed to them but thinly 
fcattered on this point; fuch of the natives as they faw fhewed themfelves miftruftful 
and perfidious; their language feemed to refemble that of the inhabitants of Diemen’s 
Land only in the extreme rapidity of utterance; moreover, in their features, the fliape 
of the head, the fmoothnefs and great length of their hair, the inhabitants of the pro¬ 
montory are perfectly different from thofe of Dentrecafteaux Channel: their teeth are 
handfome and well fet, and it does not appear they have the practice of knocking out 
any of thofe in front; the food of thefe people confifts chiefly of fhell-filh ; they paint 
the body and face with ftripes, croffes, white and red circles, and pierce the griflle of 
the nofe, through which they thru ft a (mail flick 15 to 18 centimeters long J ; like the 
aborigines of Port Jackfon, they wear, collar-fafhion, a fort of necklace, formed of a 
number of fhort tubes of coarfe ftraw; like thefe laft people, and thofe alfo of Diemen’s 
Land, they blacken their body and face with powdered charcoal. Of thirteen indivi¬ 
duals feen, one only was clothed with a black fkin, the other twelve being wholly 
naked. In order to warm themfelves, or poffibly out of mere wantonnefs, they kindle 
in the woods the mofl deftru&ive fires. Such are the obfervations collected refpecling 
the people of the fouthern point of New Holland. However incomplete, they apply 
with fuch equality to the different tribes, whofe curious hiftory we fhall have elfewhere 
to prefent, that no doubt can be entertained but all of them are of one race. 

* Upwards of from 5 to 6 feet Englifh. f x6 Englifh feet. 


± From 6 to 7 inches Englifh. 
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At this epoch Captain Hamelin found himfelf in a very etnbarraflfed fituation i he 
had travelled the whole of Bafs’s Strait without meeting with the Geographe; his 
flock of provifions was fo nearly exhaufted, that he had not fufficient to lalt till he 
readied tome port in the Indies; and’before he went thither he had to complete the 
lurvey or the fomh-welt coaft of New Holland. In this extremity, the only plan he 
could adopt was to fleer for Port Jackfon. After the return therefore of all his boats, 
lie traverfed the ftrait, doubled Cape Howe, the moll fouthern of thofe difcovered by 
Cook, on the 20th April, from this point fleered N. E* byN* and ih£ next day was 
in the latitude o i Dromedary Point, precifely on the fame day and at the fame hour 
that it was dilcovered by the immortal Cook, thirty-two years before ; and on the 24th 
April was in fight of Port Jackfon, in which the next day he call anchor. 

War ftill continued between Prance and England; the famous northern confede¬ 
ration, by placing Great Britain on the very verge of deftruAio'n *, had rendered more 
inveterate the feiitiment of national hatred, and Captain Hamelin had reafon to fear 
that he fliould not have been allowed to remain in the port, or at leaft, that thofe 
fuccours would be refufed him which he came there to feek. But fliort was his 
anxiety; the Englifh received him from the firft inftant with that noble and righteous 
(grande et loyale) liberality, which can only be accounted for, or have been produced, 
by the perfection to which civilization nas arifen in Europe. The firft houfes of the 
colony were open to our companions, and during the whole of their ftay, they expe¬ 
rienced that delicate and endearing hofpitality, which does equal honour to thofe who 
piactife it, and thofe who are its objects. The whole refources of the country were 
placed at the difpofal of the French captain; and already Captain Hamelin was laying 
in a complete ftock of provifions, to enable him to make the furvey of the fouth-weft 
coaft, when he was plunged into a fea of doubts (about how to ad) by the arrival of 
Captain Flinders at Port Jackfon. On this occafion he learnt that the Geographe 
had been on this very coaft feveral months before; and, as the commodore had feverat 
times repeated to him, that after this voyage he intended to proceed to the Ifle of 
France, he at length refolved on proceeding thither: in confequence, he battened his 
preparations, and fet fail the iSth May in the morning, leaving behind him M. Milius, 
who was very ilk 

A few days before the departure of the Naturalifte, official intelligence had been re¬ 
ceived of the conclufion of peace between France and Great Britain. This event, 
however, could add nothing to the friendly feniiments of the Englifh at Port Jackfon ; 
but was a fubject for great rejoicing on the part of our companions. The reflection to 
them was grateful, infaft, at the inftant of their departure, that they were about to find 
their country happy and at peace, and governed by the fame man who had effeaed filch 
miracles to infure that happinefs, and that wifhed-for peace. Vain delufions! the 
demon of war had not yet lariated his rage, and even our confort, as we fliall elfewhere 
notice, was nigh becoming one of his earlieft victims. 


* E11 mettant la Grande Bretagne a deux doigts de fa pert?. The affembWe of wife men on this 
expedition mult have had very crude rdeas of the power of Great Britain, to fancy that even her children 
were alarmed at this northern confederation, much lefs that it could have Intimidated the government or 
have rendeled fo inveterate the femimenl of national hatred, as to occafion cither that government or its 
jervants to depart from a promife given. The confederation, indeed, was inimical to the in cere Its of Great 
Britain and m confequence was crulhed. The thunder of one armament, under the immortal Nelfou 
made the parties to the confederacy abandon their pretuifions and fue for peace. So much for placing 
Gieai Britain on ihe very verge of dcftru&iem. Ta. J ° 
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Satisfied from his own experience, and by all he had heard at Port Jackfon, of the 
danger to be apprehended in Bafs’s Strait, Captain Hamelin firft relolved on bearing 
dircftly towards the fouth, to double the auftral point of Diemen’s Land; but in order 
to ftorten his courfe, he determined to attempt, at leaft, the panage 01 the btrait ; but 
repeatedly driven back by the weftern winds and currents, by florins and bad wea- 
ther, he returned to his primary intention of doubling the South Cape. 

The 5th of June he found himfelf in latitude 44" 55' S.: the fea ran dreadfully Inga, 
and the wind bfew with violence, and in outrageous fquails j rain fell in torrents j 
and, to complete his misfortune, con Rant weft winds oppoied his doubling the Cape. 

The 8 th of June, the fame bad weather ftill continued: the failors,conftantly enveloped 
in fogs, overcome with fatigue, and reduced to fubfift on the mod unwholefome food \ 
loudly complained of l'o much adverfity ; and as it i'eemed impoffible to contend with 
the violence of the winds from the fouth-weft. Captain Hamelin held council with his 
officers : all agreed on the inefficiency of the provifions on board for a voyage of filch 
bad omen, and which was likely to be of double the length computed, i he Captain 
confequently refolved on tracing back his courfe, and tacked about for the north: at 
this time he was in latitude 47 0 S., expofed to all the rigours of a fouthem winter, 
which was now fetting in j and the firft fymptoms of the icurvy already began to 
manifeft themfelves among his crew. 

The 20th of June he made Maria Uland ; the 21ft was abreaft ofFurneaux Iflands ; 
on the 23d the Ram’s Head, on the eaft coaft of New Holland, was diftinguiflied. I he 
fea now, which had been fo rough and ftormy, ceafed to ftrain the ffiip; the fogs 
gradually difperfed ; the temperature was milder, and every thing announced to our 
companions their eftrangement from the ftormy regions of the extremity of the eaftern 
(fouthern) world. At length, on the evening of the 27th June, they had fight of Port 
Jackfon, into which they entered the next morning but owing to calms and baffling 
winds, they were unable, until the 3d of July, to reach the anchorage, where we had 
already been lying for feveral days. Thus were again united a fecond time, and by the 
mereft chance, two veffels, which the conftant perverfity of the commodore in refufing 
to attend to the rendezvous appointed, had compelled twice to cruize by themfelves, at 
thofe two epochs of our voyage when it would have been molt advantageous for 
them to have afted in concert. 

CHAP. XIX. — Stay at Port Jackfon . 

(Trom the 20th June to 18th November 1802.] 

FROM what I have faid in the foregoing chapters, the reader will premife that our 
arrival at Port Jackfon could then be no fubjecl of wonder; but how much reafon had 
we for aftonifliment on beholding the flourishing ftate of this fingular and diftant 
colony. The beauty of the port was the admiration of every one. “ From an en¬ 
trance,” fays Commodore Phillips,—nor is there any exaggeration in this defeription,— 
** from an entrance not more than two miles broad. Port Jackfon widens gradually 
into a great bafin, with fufficient depth of water for the Iargeft ffiips, and fpacious 
enough to contain in perfect fafety all that could ever be collected here: nay, a thou- 
fand fail of the line could manoeuvre in it with greatefl eafe. It ftretches inland about 

• How can this pollibly be true j Captain Hamelin being now but three weeks out From Port Jack! >n t 
where “.the whole refources of the government were open to him.” and where he had laid in a Hock of 
fitfh provifions, to laft him till hh arrival at the Ifle of France ? Ta* 
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thirteen miles in a weftern direction, and contains at leafl a hundred fmall creeks, 
formed by very narrow tongues of land, which furnifh excellent fhelter from all winds* 
For fpaciouFnefs and fafety, Port Jackfon is inconteftibly one of the fineft ports in the 
world. 

About the middle of this magnificent harbour, and on the fhoreof one of its prin¬ 
cipal coves on the fouthern fide, rifes the town of Sydney, the capital of the county 
of Cumberland, and all the Englifh colonies in Auftralafia, Built on the flope of two 
neighbouring hills, and travelled length wife by a fmall rivulet, this rifing town has a 
pleafing and pi£turefque appearance. To the right, and on the northern point of 
Sydney Cove, is feen the Signal Battery, built on a rock of difficult accefs ; fix 
pieces of cannon, protected by a trench of turf, crofs the fire of another battery, 
which we fhall prefentiy defcribe, and thus defend, in the moft efficacious manner, the 
approach to the town and its peculiar port. Beyond, the large buildings of the hof- 
pital prefent themfelves, capable of containing two or three hundred Tick : among 
thefe buildings, that efpecially is worthy of notice, of which all the pieces, fafhioned in 
Europe, were brought in the veflels of Commodore Phillips, and which, a few days 
after his arrival, was in a ftate to receive all the fick he had on board. On this fame 
fide of the town, on the fea-ibore, is a very handfome warehoufe, dofe to which the 
largeft veflels come to difcharge their cargoes. In different private dock-yards, finali 
craft, and brigs of various tonnage, are on the flocks, intended for the internal or 
exterior commerce of the colony : thefe veffels, of from 30 to 300 tons burthen, 
are exclufively conftru£ted of country timber, their mails even being the produce 
of the Auftra! forefts. It is noticed in Chap* XIV of this hiflory, that the difcovery 
of the flrait, which feparates New Holland from Diemen's Land, was effected by a 
fimple whale-boat, commanded by M. Bafs, furgeon of the fhip Reliance. Con- 
fecrated, as I may fay, by this grand difcovery, this bold navigation, M. Bafs’s boat 
is preferved in this port with a kind of religious refpeft. Snuff-boxes made of its 
keel are relics, of which the poffeffors are as proud as they are careful, and the go¬ 
vernor himfeif imagined he could not make a more refpe£tful prefeat to our chief than 
a piece of wood from this boat fet in a large filver etui, round which were engraven 
the particulars of the difcovery of Bafs's Strait. 

Veflels belonging to individuals unload at the dock, called the Hofpital: beyond 
the hofpital, and on a line with it, is the prifon, in which are feveral cells capable of 
containing from 150 to 200 prisoners ; it Is furrounded by a lofty and ftrong wall, and 
protected night and day by a ftrong guard. At a little diflance thence is the ware¬ 
houfe for wines, fpirits, fah provifions, and other fimilar articles ; fronting is the pa¬ 
rade, where the garrifon every morning mufter to the found of a numerous and well- 
appointed band belonging to the regiment of New South Wales* The whole of the weftern 
fide of the fquare is occupied by the houfe of the lieutenant-governor, behind which is a 
vail garden, equally interefting to the philofopher and the namralilt, on account of the 
great number of ufeful vegetables tranfported thither from all quarters of the globe by 
its prefent refpefitable proprietor M. Faterfon, member of the Royal Society of Lon- # 
don, and a diftinguiflied traveller. Between the houfe and the magazine of which I 
am fpeaking, is the public fchool : there, are inftru£ted in the principles of religion, 
morality and virtue, thofe young girls, the hopes of the growing colony, whole pa¬ 
rents, of nature too corrupt or too poor, could not themfelves educate with fufficient 
care; there, under refpeftable tutorefles, they have at an early age inculcated into them 
to know, refpeft, and cheriih the duties of a good mother. But let me not antici¬ 
pate one of the molt affecting pictures we have to prefent to our readers^ but rather 

referve 
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referve the particulars of this venerable inftitution for the chapter in which I fhall 
prefent, in an aggregate view, the fine fyftem of colonization purfued on thefe fhores. 
At the rear of the houf’e of the lieutenant governor, in a very large warehoufe, arc 
depofited all the dry provifions and flour belonging to the government: this is a fort 
of public granary, efpectally dcfigned for the maintenance of the troops, and thofe who 
receive their fubfiftence from the ftate. Along the whole extent of the principal 
fquare, called Sydney-fquarc, are the barracks, in front of which are feveral pieces 
of field artillery: the buildings, containing the apartments of the officers, form the 
lateral parts of this fquare, and the powder-magazine is in the middle. Near this fpot, 
in a final! houfe belonging to an individual, the chief civil and military officers are 
accuftomed to afferable $ it is a kind of coftee-houfe maintained by general fubfcription, 
in which different games are played, efpecially billiards. 

Behind the parade, which I have previoufly defcribed, rifes a large fquare tower, 
which ferves as an obfervatory for fuch of the Englifh officers as ftudy aftronomy: at 
the foot of this tower are laid the foundations of the church, of which it is intended 
for the belfry ; but a ltructure of this defcription, exacting a large ex pence, many 
hands, and much time, the governors have hitherto neglected to profecute it, pre¬ 
ferring the formation of thofe eftablifhments more immediately indifpenfible for the 
exiftence and profperity of the colony. Till the church fhall be completed, divine 
fervice is performed in one of the halls of the large wheat magazine belonging to 
government. Two handfome wind-mills on the fumrait of the weitern hill terminate 
on this fide the feries of the principal public buildings. 

On the final! rivulet that runs through the town, at the time we were there, was a 
wooden bridge, which, by means of a fubftantial caufeway, occupied, as I may fay, the 
bottom of the valley, through which the ftream flows*. We fhall crofs this bridge, 
in order to take a curfory view of the eaftern portion of Sydney town. 

At the eaftern point of the cove is a fecond battery, the fire of which, as we have 
before obferved, erodes that of the Signal battery. On the fhore, proceeding towards 
the town, finall falt-ponds are feen, at which fome Americans, fettled for this purpofe 
at Port Jackfon ever iince 1795, manufacture by evaporation part of the fait employed 
in the colony. Beyond, and towards the bottom of the port, is the dock called 
Government Dock, on account of its being" exclufively appropriated for the veffels of 
government. Between this dock and the falt-ponds, is the careening place for {hip¬ 
ping. The wharf naturally Hopes in fuch a manner that, without any labour or 
expence on the part of the Englifh, the largeft veffels can be laid up without 
danger. 

Near the Government Dock, are three public magazines: in one are flowed all 
articles requifite for domeftic ule, fuch as potter 1 s-ware, furniture, utenfilsof all kinds 
for the kitchen, &c. fanning inftrunients, &c. &c. r l he number of articles is truly 
iinmenfe, and the mode of delivery is marked by wifdom and liberality. On thefe 
diftant fhores, in fad, European merchandize bears fuch an extravagant price, that it 
would have been next to impoffible for the populace here to procure thofe articles 
indifpenfible for obtaining the firft wants of life: the Englifh government, to remedy 
this, delivers from its plentiful flock whatever is required, at flated prices, fome even 
inferior to thofe given for the fame articles in Europe. But, in order to prevent the 

» This wooden bridge has been removed finee our leaving Sydney town to make room for a new {tone 
budge ; at the fame time a water-mill has been conffrucietl at this fpot by government* and ftronc fiuicea 
have been made, as well to keep back the frelh water, as to rellrain the incurfion of the tide which ufed to 
ifow a comiderablc di fiance up the valley* 
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Speculations of greedy men, and dilapidation, no one can receive any thing from thefe 
ftores without an order fpecifying what is to be delivered to him. In a neighbouring 
Store-houfe are kept different clothing, as well for the troops as convicts 5 here alfo is 
ftore of fail-cloth and cordage for the government fhips. The lail of the three edifices 
is a public work-houfe, where the female convicts and prifoners are kept at labour. 

Behind thefe warehoufes ftands the governor’s ho life, built in the Italian ftyle, 
furrounded by a colonnade equally fimple and elegant, and having in front a very 
beautiful plantation which flopes down to the fea-lhore : already in this plantation are 
combined a great variety of trees ; the pine of Norfolk Ifiand, and the fuperb Columbia, 
rife by the fide of the bamboo of Afia; farther on, the orange of Portugal, and the fig 
of the Canaries, ripen beneath the fhade of the apple-tree from the banks of the Seine; 
the cherry, peach, pear, and apricot, are confounded with the bankiia, metrofederos, 
corneas, melateucas, cafuarmas, eucalypti, and a number of other indigenous trees. 
Beyond the government-garden, and on the back of a neighbouring hill, is the wind¬ 
mill, fianghter-houfe, and ovens, belonging to government; the laft, efpecially, de¬ 
fined for baking of fea-bifcuit, and capable of funiifhing daily from 15 to iSoolbs. 
Not far from a neighbouring cove, at a fpot called by the natives Wallamoola, is the 
charming dwelling of the conunifiary-general of government, Mr. Palmer : the 
grounds are watered by a rivulet of freffi water, which falls into the extremity of a cove 
that forms a very fafe and commodious port. Here It is that Mr. Palmer caufes thofe 
final 1 veffels to be built he employs in the whale and feal filhery off New Zealand, and 
in Bafs*s Strait* The neighbouring brick-ground, likewife, furaifiies a confiderable 
number of tiles, bricks, and fquare tiles for the public and private buildings of the 
colony. 

At a little diftance to the fouth of Sydney Town, on the left of the high road to 
Paramatta, are the remains of the firft gallows railed in New Holland. Driven from 
its Site, as I may fay, by tile fpreading of the hcrnfes, this gallows has been replaced 
by another in the fame direction, contiguous to the village of Brick Field. This vil* 
lage, compofed of about two fcore houfes, has feveral manufactories of tiles, pottery, 
Fuenza ware, &c. ; its pofition is pleafing, and the neighbouring lands lefs fterile than 
the vicinage of Sydney Cove, repay with greater interelt the various culture intro¬ 
duced into thefe diftant climates. The great road to Paramatta paffes through the 
middle of Brick Field, which alfo is croffed by a final 1 rivulet before its fall into the ex¬ 
tremity of a neighbouring cove. Between this village and Sydney Town is the public 
burial ground, already remarkable for fome very large tombs, executed in a ftyle much 
fuperior to what could be expected from the ftate of the arts in the colony, and the 
recency of its foundation. 

A variety of objects equally interefting at the fame time * prefented themfelves before 
us; in the port we faw feveral veffels recently arrived from different quarters of the 
world, the majority of them defHned for new and hazardous voyages. Here, from the 
banks of the Thames or the Shannon, fome about to proceed to the foggy fliores of 
New Zealand, and others, after landing the freight configned by the government of 
England for the colony, about to fail for the Yellow River of China ; fome laden with 
coal intended for the Cape of Good Hope and India; many of fmaller built ready to 
depart for Bafs’s Strait, to collect the furs and flrins obtained there by men left on the 
different iflands to take the amphibii who make them their refort: Other veffels again of 
greater burthen and ftrength, and well armed, were intended for the weftern fliores of 
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America, deeply laden with merchandize,, for a contraband trade with the inhabitants 
of Peru, Here again one was equipping for the rich traffic in furs on the north-weft 
coaft of America ; there all was buftie to fit out ftore-fhips for the Navigators, Friendly, 
and Society lilands, to bring back to the colony the exquifite fait pork of thofe iflands. 
At the fame inftant the intrepid M* Flinders, after effecting a junction with his confort 
the Lady Nelfon, was preparing to refume his grand voyage round New Holland, a 
voyage afterwards terminated by thegreateft difafters ** Already the road to Port Jack- 
fon had become familiar to the Americans, and their flag was mceffantly flying in 
this port throughout the whole courfe of our ftay. s 

This aflemblage of grand operations, this conftant movement of the flapping, im- 
preffed on thefe ffiores a character of importance and activity which we were far from 
expe&ingin a country fo lately known to Europe, and the intereft it excited increafed 
our admiration. 

Nor lefs was the population of the colony a fubjeft with us for wonder and medita¬ 
tion* Never perhaps was a more worthy fubjefit prefented for the ftudy of the ftatef- 
man or philofopher, never perhaps has the happy influence of focial inftitutions been 
evinced in a more ftriking or honourable manner, than in thefe diftant fhores* Here 
thofe formidable pelts, fo long the terror of their country, are found collected to¬ 
gether : outcafts from European fociety, banifhed to the extremity of the globe, and 
from the firft inftant of their exile placed between the certainty of puniftiment and the 
hope of a happier fate, conftantly under a vigilance as inflexible as a£tive, they have 
been fain to renounce their anti-facial habitudes. The majority, after having expiated 
their crimes by a rigorous flavery, have entered again into the rank of citizens. Forced 
to become interefted in the maintenance of order and juftice, to maintain the property 
they have acquired j and become almoft at the fame inftant hufbands and fathers, they 
are bound to their prefent condition by the moll powerful as by the deareft of ties. 

Like is the revolution, produced by fimilar means, among the female fex ; and the 
once wretched proftitute, brought by infenfible degrees to a more regular mode of 
conduct, now becomes the mother of a family at once intelligent and inclined to toil* 

* Allufions to thefe before has been made, but the moft terrible difafter, and that which ft amps Infamy 
on the Governor Du Caen and on the French government, who, years after application, refuted an order 
for his releafe, was the Imprifonment of Captain Flinders during Jlx years and upwards at the Ifle of 
France. What a contrail does this circumftance afford between me two governments 1 The French na¬ 
vigators were treated like brethren, and relieved from their diftieffes at Port Jackfon ; the hand of death 
was Hopped by Britiflt interpofitian when upreared to {trike its vi£Ums ; and the renovated French, 
after experiencing i£ the moft delicate and generous hofpttality, were fent away amply ftored for their 
voyage/ Captain Flinders, the Englilh navigator on a fimilar expedition, after one £hip being con¬ 
demned at Port Jackfon, and the other loft at fea, made the Ifle of France in a fmall veffel of 29 tons. 
The French navigators had arrived there before him ; their reception by the Englilh at Sydney Cove, and 
every where on the ifland and atfea, was known at the Hie of France ; the French gentlemen on board the 
Naturalise and the Geographe, {among which certainly was M, Peron,) had not been ftlent; they had 
extolled in even higher terms than it merited the kindnefs they had received, and warmly fpoke of the ci¬ 
vility, the intrepidity, and Ml of Captain Flinders. Reader, In return for the hofpitality of the Englilh, 
though known in his real character to the governor, Captain Flinders was treated as a fpy, flint up in a 
clofe room at Port Louis at a time the fun was vertical, and when frefh air was ftated by thelurgeon who 
attended him for the furvey, to be indifpenfable, for fifteen weeks ; and, only at the interceflion of the 
worthy Captain Bergeret, after that period, as a favour , was transferred to the prifon where other officers 
were kept. Here helanguilhed feDenteen months longer t and when a cartel was eftablifhed for an exchange 
of pmoners between this ifland and India, Captain Flinders was the only one excluded from its benefit. 
After this period, to fave the trouble of a guard for only one prifoner, he was indeed allowed to live in the 
interior of the ifland, but continually experienced marks of the tyrannical caprice of the governor for four 
years ami a half longer , in fpite of all mterccffion for his releafe. Reader l the name of this favage go¬ 
vernor was Du Caen. He is now otir prifoner, and inhlmfelf has to experience the difference of the civil! - 
zation and humanity of the two nations. Tr. 
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But not only in the moral chara&er of thefe women do we notice this important 
change : their phyiical condition likewife undergoes a modification at oncefuited to en¬ 
lighten the legiflator and the naturalift, and which on this account merits further de¬ 
tail. It is known to every one that common proftitutes in large capitals very rarely 
have children : at Peterfburgh as at Madrid, at Paris as in London, pregnancy is al- 
mofl: a phenomenon among courtezansof this defcription, although, by any thing that can 
be gathered from them, no other reafon is affigned but a want of aptitude for con¬ 
ception. The difficulty of experiments had hitherto left undecided how far this bar- 
rennefs is to be attributed to the mode of life of thefe women, and whether it is liable 
to removal by reformation of condud; but both thefe problems have been refolved by 
the occurrences in this fmgular fettlement. After one or two years* refidence at Port 
Jackfon moft of the Englifli proftitutes become remarkably prolific; and what, in my 
opinion, evidently proves that this effed is lefs to be afcribed to the climate than a 
change of life in thefe women, is the circumftance that thofe whom the police fuffer 
to continue their fliameful courfes, remain as in Europe conftantly barren. We may 

hence therefore deduce this double axiom, of fuch importance in phyfiology,_that 

excefs of venery impairs the organs of woman, and exhaufts her fenfibility to that de¬ 
gree as to render her incapable of conceiving; and that, to reftore to thofe organs their 
priftine fundions, all that is required is abftinence from this deftrudive excefs, and a 
lubftitution of that moderation which conftitutes the real pleafure of enjoyment, as 
that alone can lengthen its duration. 

While thefe different objeds were the fubjed of deepeft meditation with us, all the 
officers and citizens of the colony were affiduous in remedying our misfortunes, and in 
their efforts to make us forget them. Our numerous lick, admitted into the hofpitals 
of government, were attended with niceft care by the Englifli furgeons. M. Thomfon, 
chief phyfician of the colony, himfelf prefcribed for them, and was unremitting in his 
vifits. Whatever the country afforded was placed at our difpofal. The governor- 
general gave our commander an unlimited credit on the public treafury, and delivered 
to him printed bills on the government, with blanks, which he was at liberty to fill up 
with whatfoever fum he found neceflary ; and thefe bills, without any other guarantee 
than the fignature of the French commodore, were received by the citizens with a con¬ 
fidence highly honourable to the government of our country *. Our fait provifions, 
our taffia, (bad rum) and bifcuit, were expended ; in recruiting our ftock of thefe im¬ 
portant articles every facility was afforded, and oftentimes were the government’s ftores 
opened to us for obtaining fuch articles the merchants could not fumifli. Thanks to 
afiiftance fo ample, we were enabled to new clothe our crew, who were in want of every 

" Here is another miftake : though certainly in many refpefts a good naturalift, when he touches on 
things without his immediate province, M. Peron wades beyond his depth. Nothing lefs than a compli¬ 
ment to the French government was intended by the colonifts who accepted thefe bills ; if they were go 
vernment hills (cedule; royaies) which M. Batidin had given him by the governor, the bills had the go¬ 
vernment llamp, and were received becaufe th^ receivers knew they would have value for them with the 
Englifli government, unlefsthey were forged. Now forgery in Mew South Wales is puniflied with death, 
if dete&ed ; the vigilance of the police infures detection, as is before obferved ; and the gallows, as like¬ 
wife is noticed by M. Peron, is at hand. Separate from thefe coniiderations, the colonifts could not imagine 
other than that the French commodore had had thefe bills given him by the governor as the reprefentative 
of government ; and they confequently looked to him for payment, without in the flightdt degree re¬ 
garding in the tranfa&ion that French government, in which, according to M. Peron, the acceptance in 
payment of thefe bills was “ une confiance bien honorableT r. 

5 2 3 thing ; 
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thing ; to repair our two fliips j to buy a third ; and finally to refume the continuation* 
of our voyage. 

In the mean time our frientifte refearches met with every encouragement. An 
Englifii guard was mounted to protect our obfervatory, placed on the north point of 
the eaftern fide of Sydney Cove. The whole country was open to the inciirfioos of the 
naturafifh, Though fo rarely permitted, even to the inhabitants of thefe regions, we, 
as well as our people, were allowed to carry our fufils ; guides and interpreters were 
appointed to attend us in our longer incur ft ons : in fhorr, the procedure of the Eng- 
lilh government here, withrefpeft to us, was fo noble, fo generous, that to fail in 
the acknowledgment of our gratitude on this occafion would prove us void of every 
principle of honour and juftice 

Imitating thofe in power, all the colon!(Is treated us with themoft delicate kindnefs. 
Each of them, no doubt mindful of the noble procedure of France with refpefl: to the 
veflels of Cookf and Vancouver feemed emulous of acquitting himfelf a part of the 
honourable debt of the EngHfh nation towards our own. Oftentimes did they repeat 
with complacency that excellent maxim, which France firfl inferibed on the code of 
European nations : £t Caitfa fcientiarum } caufa populoram” % 

In the mean time the main object of our flay at Port Jackfon was profeoited by alt 
with equal ardour. While the failors were repairing the damages fuftaihed by our vet 
fels, and collecting flares for the voyage, the naturalifls extended their refearches to 
every portion of the phyfical hiftory of this interefting country. The feurvy, which had 
ftiffened my fwollen joints, already began to give way to the genial influence of good 
nourtfhment and of the climate : I directed my firft fteps towards Botany Bay, the 
mouth of which is fome leagues to the fouth of Port Jackfon. A broad and commo¬ 
dious road runs from Sydney Town to this bay : all the intermediate country is arid* 
fandy, apparently unadapted to any fpecies of culture, and confequently is deftitute of 
any European dwellings. The ground, after riling into the lofty hill, at the foot of which 
is Mr. Palmer’s feat, fiopes into a fandy plain extending to the marffay banks of Cookes 
River, Different fpecies of hakea, ftyphelia, eucalyptus, bmkfia, ern bo tiny urn, and 
cafuarina, fpring up among the fands ; and large plots are cxcl ufiveJy covered with the 
xanthorrea, whofe gigantic ears fprout at the height of fix to feven meters from the 

* No author, whofe work has pafied through the Imperial prefs, has pvefumed, with; the exception of 
M. Peron, however k may have been deferved, to fpeak thus highly of any thing Englifh, M. Peron 
died fhortly after the publication of this firft volume ; and the fecondj though printed three years backj 
has not yet been publifhed, Tr* 

f To the honour of the court of France, on occafion of the 3d voyage of Captain Cook, then on his 
return home, the following refeript, dated 19th March 1779, was Cent by M, Sartine, at that time 
fccretary of marine, to all commanders of French fhips: “ Captain Cook, who failed from Plymouth m 
'July 1776, on board the Kefolutron, in company with the Difcovery, Captain Clerke, in order to in- 
veftigate thecoalU, iflands, and fea3 of Japan and California, being on the point of returning to Europe, 
and refearches of fnrular nature being of umvevial utility ; it is the King’s pleafure that Captain Cook fhall 
be treated as a commander of a neutral and friendly power - and that all captains of armed vefieis, Slc. who 
may meet that celebrated navigator, fhall make him acquainted with thefe orders of the King j but at the 
fame time admomfh him that he mu ft refrain from all hoftiliiSes.” Ta. 

% At a time when every principle of juftice was dlfrcgardcd in France, the National Convention enacted 
a law, ordaining refpe£t to be fhewn to the vefiels of Vancouver, and that they fhould have all affillance 
rendered them they ihtght need.—M. Pi-aoN. Thus even the National Convention, when every principle 
of yufticc nvas difregavded in France , refpedted more the laws of nations and humanity than has done the 
prefent fovereigu m the in dance of Captain Flinders before noticed. Tsu 

$ The can ft- of fcience Is the peoples caufc, \\ ic,^ to 3 3 Englifh feet. 
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ground. In the diftance rifes the fmoafc of different fires; they are thofeof the unfor¬ 
tunate hordes who dwell onthefe gloomy fliores. 

On approaching Botany Bay the ground gradually declines, and finks at lefigth into 
dangerous mar flies, formed by the fait water of Cook River northward, and that of the 
river St. George towards the fouth. Thefe marines are of fuch vaft extent and fome- 
times fo deep, as in different parts to be impaffable towards the fea. On the margin 
of them, and along the banks of both the rivers mentioned, vegetation is exceedingly 
fiourifliing ; thoufands of trees of different kinds, and numerous fhrubs crowded to¬ 
gether, have an enchanting appearance, andprefent fuch a {hew of fertility, that Cap¬ 
tain Cook and his illuftrious companions themfelves w r ere deceived by it. Much, indeed, 
is wanting in this celebrated bay to juftify thofe hopes conceived of it from their bril¬ 
liant defcription. Choked by large fand-banks, and open to the eaft and fouth winds, 
it is not itfelf fafe on all occafions ; while the marfliy quality of the neighbourhood ren¬ 
ders it at once infalubrious and unfit for general cultivation. Hence Commodore Phil¬ 
lips, after furveying Port Jackfon, fpeedily abandoned Botany Bay ; and from that 
time no other efiablilhment has been preferved there than a kiln for burning lime, 
which is fupplied by {hells found on this coaft in great abundance. Botany Bay and its 
vicinage are known to the aborigines by the name of Gwea, and to this part belongs the 
tribe^ of favages called Gwea-Gal, who acknowledge for their chief Ben-nil-long, an 
individual the interefhing hiftory of whom will be given elfewhere. 

About twenty-five miles weft of Sydney Cove is the town of Rpfe Hill, or Para¬ 
matta ; this I early vifited, accompanied by the chief phyfician of the Naturalifte, 
M. Bellefin ; a ferjeant of the regiment of New South Wales ferved us fora guide, and 
by order of Colonel Paterfon was directed to procure us the means of extending our 
researches as far as poflible. A high road leads from Sydney Town to Paramatta: without 
being paved it is handfome, and well kept, and in almoft every part is wide enough to 
admit three carriages abreaft : bridges have been thrown over thofe fpots neceffary, and 
the progrefs of the traveller meets with no impediment. Cut through the middle of 
thoie vaft forefts fo long refpeded by the axe, this high roadprefents to view an im- 
menfe avenue of trees and verdure. Beneath thefe tufty {hades a grateful coolnefs reigns 
perpetually; and their filent quietude is alone difturbed by the cries and frolics of 
fhining parroquets, and the other airy inhabitants of the foreft. 

The country to Rofe Hill is almoft generally flat, being chequered only by a few 
gentle rifings. Proportionally to the diftance from the fea it becomes lefs fterile, and 
the vegetable reign prefents more varied produce. In fome places there are larger in¬ 
tervals between the trees ; here a very {lender and odoriferous herbage carpets the fur- 
face with verdure : amid thefe paftures it is thofe numerous flocks of fheep are reared 
we fliall notice in another part. The mild temperature of thefe climates, and the pecu¬ 
liar and pleafing fragrance of the chief part of their food, have proved fo congenial to 
thefe valuable animals, that the fineft races of Spain and England alike fucceed} nor 
have they to dread the ravage of the wolf, for neither wolves nor any obnoxious ani¬ 
mal whatever exift in the country to moleft them. Already, as is {aid, does the wool 
of thefe antardic flocks exceed the rich fleece of the Aftnrias, and the Englifli manu- 
fadurerspay for it a higher price than for Spanifli wool. In the general pidure of the 
colonies of the Englifli in Auftralafia I fliall dwell more at length on this article; one 
which promifes to Great Britain a new branch of commerce at once eafy of pradice 
and lucrative. 

On the way, at intervals, the foreft opens, and lands of various extent, redeemed 
from {hades, are feen brought into culture ; the traveller diftingui flies comfortable 

' dwellings. 
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dwellings, fliielded by umbrageous and elegant trees: he contemplates with much 
emotion thefe new fields, on which the flender gramma of the north rife on the wreck 
of the mighty eucalyptus ; and fees delighted fo far from their native plains the moft 
ufeful animals of his cherilhed home. Here the large dew-lapped bull bounds with a 
vigour exceeding even that of its famous Irifii fire $ the cow, more fecund in thefe lefs 
chilly climes, yields milk in larger portions than what lhe does in ours ; the Englilh 
horfe here /hews an equal ftrength and equal fpirit w’ith that on the banks of the 
Thames ; while the hog of Europe is improved by numerous crofles with that of the 
South Seas, which furpaffes it in fhape, in lard, and flefli. Neither have all kinds of 
poultry fucceeded lefs than larger animals, the farm-yards fwarming with numerous 
varieties of turkies, geefe, fowl, ducks, pheafants, &c., many of which are preferable 
to the fineft in Europe. 

Still more is the traveller interefted on vifiting the interior of the houfes. Beneath 
thefe rural fheds, in the midft of deepeft forefts, dwell now in peace thofe men whofe 
lawlefs life was formerly the dread of Europe, men familiarized with and living but by 
crimes, to whofe atrocities there feemed to be no end but that which punilhment and 
death fhould put: here dwelt fwindlers, thieves, and knaves of all deferiptionworth- 
lefs vermin which feem to multiply the more, the more fociety improves : all thefe 
wretches, the refufe and dilhonour of their country, by the moft inconceivable of me- 
tamorphofes, become laborious hufbandmen, and peaceful and happy fubjeXs. In faX, 
murder or robbery are things unheard of in the colony, where in thefe refpeXs the moft 
perfect fafety reigns. Happy effeX of the laws, equally rigid and beneficent, by which 
it is governed, and to which we fliall have occafion to revert in another portion of the 
work. 

The more at our eafe to enjoy this interefting feene, M. Bellefin and myfelf fre¬ 
quently entered their rural abodes. Every where we met with the moft obliging wel¬ 
come ; and as we noticed the tender care of the mothers for their children, and con- 
fidered that, but a few years before thefe fame women, void of every tender and deli¬ 
cate feeling, were nothing but abandoned proftitutes, this unufual revolution in their 
moral conduct gave origin to reflexions of the moft gentle and philanthropic nature. 

At length we came within fight of Paramatta, fituated in the middle of a pleafant 
plain, on a cognominal river which admits the navigation of boats thus high. This 
town, of lefs extent than Sydney Town, confifts of 180 houfes, which form a very 
large ftreet parallel with the river, and cut at right angles by an inferior one, ter¬ 
minated at one end by a ftone bridge and at the other by the church. Thislaft edifice, 
the ftructure of which is mean and heavy, was not yet completed when we vifited the 
town ; and theprogrefs towards its completion is flow, as the governors of the colony, 
with reafon, confider other neceffary works of greater importance; hofpitals, for ex¬ 
ample, prifons, work-houfes, clearing of land, the filhery, fhip-building, &c. on 
which in preference the conviXs and the funds of the colony are chiefly employed. 

At one of the extremities of the great ftreet of Paramatta are barracks, capable of 
receiving from 250 to 300 infantry ; they are built of brick in fhape of a horfe-lhoe, 
and embrace a large fpace, kept in excellent order and well covered with land, where 
the troops parade. The force at this time at Paramatta cOnfifted of 120 men of the 
regiment of New South Wales, under the command of Captain Piper. 

1 he entire population of Paramatta, comprehending the, garrifon and inhabitants of 
the neighbouring farms, almoft the whole of whom are addiXed to agriculture, tending 
cattle, and a few mechanical employments, may be computed at from 1400 to 1500 *. 

* In 1796 the population of Paramatta was 97;; and at that time the town had not been founded 
above eight years. 


Here 
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Here is a well appointed hofpital, of which M. XPArcy Wentworth is chief phyfxcian, 
a tolerably ftrong prifon, a work-houfe for female convifts, a public fchool for girls, &c* 
This town is moreover the refidence of ajeftice of the peace for the county of Cum¬ 
berland, and is intended to be the principal feat of the civil adminiftration of the colony, 
Sydney continuing to be that for what may relate to navigation, commerce, and war, 
lowardsthe weftern extremity of the main ftreet of Paramatta is Rofe Hill, whence 
the town firft received its name ; but that of Paramatta given by the natives to this 
part of the country generally prevails, even among the Englifh themfelves, The 
whole eaftern part of Rofe Hill prefects an extremely gentle Hope towards the town, 
on which is the garden of government* There interefting experiments for the natu¬ 
ralization of exotics are purfued with ardour ; and there are collected the mod re¬ 
markable indigenous plants, intended to enrich the royal gardens at Kew; thence alfo 
have been imported into England thofe which it has latterly acquired, and which have 
proved fuch valuable acquifitions to the botanical works of that country, A well- 
informed botanift, M. Cayley, fent from Europe, has the fuperintendance of the gar¬ 
den ; and the learned Colonel Paterfon, to whom New South Wales is indebted for 
this eftablifhment, has conftantly taken great intereft in its improvement, 

I he fide of Rofe Hill oppofite to Paramatta is deep, and forms a large crefcent, 
which at firft fight might be taken for the efiedt of human labour. At the foot of this 
fingular hill runs a ft ream, of little confequence in general, but which, at the period of 
inundations, fo frequent and fo terrible in thefe climates, is fwollen fo as greatly to 
damage the neighbouring plantations. 

On the fummit of Rofe Hill ftands the government-houfe of Paramatta # ; it is 
fimple, elegant, and well planned, but receives its chief recommendation from its fite, 
which commands the town 3 its meadows, the neighbouring woods, and the river. This 
houfe is commonly uninhabited ; but its apartments and furniture are fo contrived that 
as often as the governor and lieutenant-governor came to Paramatta they can be com- 
modioufly accommodated, as well as their families and fuite* 

lo add an additional charm to fuch a beautiful fite, the Englifh governors planted 
here the firft vineyards formed in the colony : if the vine had fucceeded on the back of 
the crefcent which I have noticed, the government-houfe would then have been fur- 
rounded on this point by a rich amphitheatre of clufters of grape and verdure; but 
experience unfortunately has proved that the fite was the leaft adapted of any that 
could have been chofen for this fpecies of culture, for a portion of the hill is expofed 
to the north-weft winds, the moft dreaded of any in this part of New Holland* 

Hence, notwithstanding the promife of fuccefs held forth for plantations of this 
description by the temperature of the climate and nature of the foil, the refult of the 
experiments, made at confiderablecoft, have hitherto been of a very difeouraging nature. 

In vain have the beft plants of the Cape of Good Hope, of the Canaries, Madeira, 
Xeres, and Bourdeaux, been introduced here ; in vain the moft intelligent vine-drefTers 
ol Europe been employed ; the aftivity and intelligence of thefe men have been rendered 
abortive by the terrible N. W. winds. On a fecond trip to Paramatta, in company with 
Colonel Paterfon, I had frequent opportunities of interrogating the vine-dreffers, two of 
whom were from Bourdeaux ; all of them agreed that the climate and foil perfectly fuited 
the vine, but, in their opinion, as long as the government perfifted in continuing the 
plantation at Rofe Hill, it was impoffible they fhould fucceed. In no part of the 
world/* obferved they,does the vine fiioot forth in greater ftrength and vigour than 

* This houfe is called the Crefcent, from the fingular form of the hill on which it ftands. 
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here* Every thing for the fpace of two or three months combines to promifethe 
mo ft bountiful vintage ; but foon as the flighted breeze from the N. W. is felt, all hope 
is deftroyed; buds, flowers, and leaves alike become the victims of its fiery breath, and 
wither and die away/’ 

Taught by experience and the remonftrance of thefe vine-dreflers, Governor King 
has at length relblved to tranfport the vines to a part of the country felefted by thefe 
men, which feems likely to anfwer the mollfanguine expectations. 

Whatever be the refultof this new attempt, we may be fully affured that the Englifli 
government will not abandon the profecution of the culture of the vine* a culture which 
foon would be productive of fhegreafeft advantage, until every likelihood of fuccefs 
fliall have vanifhed. In faCt, by one of thole chances difficult to comprehend, Great 
Britain is die only one of the dominant maritime powers which does not produce wine, 
either on its immediate territory or in its colonies, although the confumpcion of this 
article, on board its fleets and throughout the immenfe regions fubjeetto its empire, is 
immenfe. Obliged to import enormous quantities of this beverage front Portugal, 
£Sidly 3 and France, ihe fees with regret a confiderable portion of her capital annually 
abforbed by purchafesof this article, and is anxioufly folidtous of the means of freeing 
herfelf from this onormis tribute It w r as chiefly with this view, as we have in a for¬ 
mer part of the work obferved, that llie attempted during die laft war the conqueft of 
the Canary iflands ; this alfo was one of her motives for twice attacking the Cape of 
Good Hope. What die was unable to obtain, or what file afl'uredly will only have 
temporarily obtained by force of arms, file endeavours and hopes to effect by means of 
her colonies in Auftralafia j and, notwiLhftanding the obftacies I have recounted there 
can be no doubt but ultimately file will effeft her purpofe, But, without dwelling 
longer on this point, let us return to the definitive winds of the north-weft, which pre- 
fent one of thofe numerous phenomena peculiar to New Holland ; the explanation or 
even the exiftence of which feeins, at variance with the leaft difputed principles of the 
general phyfics of great continents and their meteorological hiftory. 

The county of Cumberland, which comprehends all the prefent eftablifh- 
ments of Great Britain in New South Wales, is bounded on the eaft by the wide 
Auftral Ocean ; on the north by Broken Bay and the river Hawkefbury, of which we 
fhall fiiortly fpeak; on the weft by a chain of mountains which, bending above Broken 
Bay and below Botany Bay, furrounds in fliape of a crefeent the whole county. Thefe 

* This a {Tertian is not proved by the meafuree of the mimftry ; and k is even queffionable whether any 
financial regulations, the only ones that could in the prefent (late of affairs be adopted* would be effectual 
to alienate the national talte for the accuftomed wines, and mod efpecially for that very infipid wine Red 
Port j an experiment mi^ht yet be made ; the Cape of Good Hope belongs to us, and lands, which might 
be cultivated to any extent, adapted to the culture of the vine* The plants indeed tranfported to the Cape 
have in almoll every inihmee changed their quality, but in fame for the better, efpecially the Madeira grape, 
Cape Madeira, if it were generally known, and if the duty fhould be reduced (as it is the production of a colony 
of our own) to the fame proportion with refped to Portugal wine as the duty of rum bears to that of brandy, 
that is to fay, to two-llncds of the duty on Portugal wine, would be preferred to all other wines, port ex- 
cepted, and might even compete for falc with that. It is equally ftrong with Madeira, pleafant to the take, 
and poflefTes a brifknefs aijakgous to Champagne* While five millions annually, on the average of many of 
the years latl pail, are paid by this country for the balance of its imports of grain and corn alone, it certainly 
behoves the mimftrv to kfien as much as poffihle the further exit from the country of fpecie, efpecially when 
its fear city is confidered ; and what mode would be more Secure of this end, and at the fame time of calling 
back the immenfe funis lately fent to Portugal and Spain, than rendering unncceffary the import of wines 
irom thefe countries, or at leak leflening the quantity imported from them, a quantity amounting annually 
to from 30 to 36,000 tons, and at the prefent extravagant prices drawing From the nation from 12 to 
1500,000 pounds ; this alfo, exclufive of wines carried by American and Rritifh fhips to our foreign 
poffefiions in the bad and Weft, from France, Portugal, Madeira and Spam. Tit. 

* mountains 
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TOdiintalns are only a fiender portion of the great chain which from the moft northern 
cape or New Holland advances along the eaftern coafi: of the continent to its fouthern 
extremity,and is joined by thegroupes of Kents and Furneaux i(lands, with the frowning 
mountains oi Diemen s Land* which appear to be at once a prolongation of the former 
and their concluiion. 

With: a general direfhon, like the Cordelleras, from north to fouth, thefe mountains of 
I\ew Holland have a Angular refem'blance in difpofition to the Andes of South America. 
No one, indeed, is ignorant that this mighty chain approaches fo near to the weftern 
mores or South America that it leaves but a very narrow plain between its flanks and the 
fea, while eaftward of this chain fpread immenfe vallies, in mldfl: of which roll the 
amazing volumes of water that form the Plate, the Oronooko, and the Amazon rivers. 

In New Holland nature has followed a iimilar but inverted plan to that in South 
America. On the eaftern coaft here is found the chain of mountains of which we are 
jpeaking : not only are very few traces of them perceptible on the weftern fliores, but 
all mat has been leen of this laft part Teems to announce that, in this direaion, plains 
•exilt analogous to thofe of Guinea, Brazil, and Paraguay. Unfortunately, between 
thefe plains and thofe of South America the difference is extreme : the former every 
where covered with a rich and deep bed of vegetable earth, watered in all directions 
by large ft reams and innumerable rivers, exhibit the pleafing pifture of unbounded 
fertility; while the difinal fliores on the weft of New Holland, covered with an arid 
fand, deftitute of any river, and pofleffing merely fome few ftreams of frelh water, 
feeni devoted by nature to the moft frightful barrennefs. It is, however, fuffielent I 
fhould have pointed out thefe grand phenomena in the phyfical conftitution of the 
comment of which I treat; phenomena on which elfewhere I fhall more amply 
dwell: to the mountains of Cumberland, previoufly, it is fit I Ihoutd revert. J 

Thefe, although defignated officially by the names Carmarthen and Lanfdowne 
are lo generally known by the title of the Blue Mountains by the Englifli colonifts, 
and by thofe authors who have treated of them hitherto, that it feems to me indifpen- 
fable to mention them under this denomination. 

In clear weather thefe mountains are readily diftinguiflied from the upper part of 
Sydney fown, that is to fay, the diftance of fifty miles: they here prefent the appear¬ 
ance of a blueifh curtain, raffed but in a final 1 degree above the horizon, and the uni¬ 
formity of which fcarccly admits fufpicion of their confifting of different tiers. Seen 
from the heights of Caftle Hill, that is to lay, five-and-twenty miles away, their fuintuits 
appear lefs regular: at intervals fome bold peaks are perceived, and the different 
tiers appear like fo many lines, rifing in height as they advance deeper into the country 
and the dull colour of which feems to indicate their being arid and bare. 

Viewed from the vicinage of the Hawkefbury, at the diftance of but ei<riit or ten 
miles, “ they referable,” fays M. Badly, « a vaft curtain, which limits the horizon on 
the north-weft: no break, no peak, varies the outline; an horizontal line, above which 
is diftinguiflied another regular tier of mountains of a browner {hade, depiHs the 
melancholy afpeft of thefe mountains.” On advancing to the foot of thefe fame 
mountains, M. Bailly obferved the fame uniformity in their length, the fame continuity* 
in their fummits; the only break they prefent, in faft, in this part, is that from which 
the river Grofe precipitates} a river the fource of which, as yet unknown, appears to 
be at diftance in the interior of the mountains, and which, by its junction with the 
river Nepean, conftitutes the famous Hawkefbury River, of which we fliall have to 
fay fo much in the courfe of this hiflory. 
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The height of the firlt tier of the Blue Mountains exceeds not from to 6 oo 
meters # ; their flrudture confifts exclu lively of the fame kind of quartzy freeftone 
which forms the bafe of the neighbourhood of Sydney Town, of the hills on which it 
is fituate, and of the whole extent of country which from thefea-fliore fpreads to the foot 
of the mountains. Wherever the Englilh have penetrated, they have found nothing 
but this freeftone \ and, notwith(landing they have advanced in a direft line forty 
miles into the mountains, they have never yet difeovered any kind of primitive rock. 
We fhall, however, fee in a little time that, from collections made by M. Depuch and 
Bailly, in the deep bed of the river Hawkelbury, there can remain no doubt of the Blue 
Mountains being fundamentally of primitive and granitic origin : but the numerous 
obftactes we fhall have to recount have hitherto prevented Europeans from reaching 
the granitic plateaux of the interior* 

The apparently flight elevation of the Blue Mountains, and their uniformity, not a U 
lowing the Englith at firft to fufpe£t the difficulty of exploring them, they were fatisfied, 
in the infancy of the colony, with fending a few men to fcale their fummits. At the 
fame epoch, feveral convifts, feeking to free themfelves from flavery, endeavoured to 
pafs this formidable barrier : fome of tbefe died in the undertaking, and the others were 
conftrained to abandon this fcheme of enfranchifement. 

It was not until the month of December 1789, that the government itfelf refolved 
on attempting their exploration. With this view. Lieutenant Dawes was difpatched 
with a confiderable detachment of troops, and a flock of provifions for ten days; but 
after much fatigue and many hazards, he returned £0 Port Jackfon, without having been 
able to penetrate more than nine miles into the interior of the mountains. According 
to his account, his progrefs was flopped by impaflable ravines and chains of very lofty 
rocks, exceedingly fteep and precipitous* 

Eight months after the expedition of Lieutenant Dawes, that is to fiiy, in the month 
of Auguft 1790, Captain Tench himfelf fet out with a very ftrong efcort of foldiers, 
and all the articles requifite for renewing the attempt of paffing thefe mountains ; but 
Captain Tench was not more fortunate than his predeceflbr. 

Difcouraged by the want of fuccefs, the Englifh government fuffered three years to 
elapfe without making any new attempt 5 and if fome few expeditions, equally fmitlefs, 
made for the purpofe by individuals, be excepted, nothing was effected in the interval 
towards the difeovery of the weftern country. The celebrated M. Paterfon at length 
recalled the attention of government to the Blue Mountains, and he himfelf, in Sep¬ 
tember 1793, was charged with the new expedition, to render which fuccefsful nothing 
was neglefled* The plan of M. Paterfon wa% after reconnoitring the mouth of Broken 
Bay, to afeend the river Hawkefbury as high as it is navigable, and thus at once reach 
the foot of the mountains. To facilitate the navigation of the river, two extremely 
light boats were conftrudted, on board of which was embarked a plentiful ft ore of 
provifions, ammunition, ladders of cord, grapples, cordage, &c, A ftrong efcort of 
foldiers accompanied the colonel ; feveral of the moft intrepid highlanders of Scotland 
were of the party ; and fome of the natives of Port Jackfon were to ferve as guides : 
•finally, M* Paterfon himfelf was habituated from earlieft infancy to climbing the lieepeft 
mountains of Scotland, where he was born, and had become familiarized, tiy his long 
travels in the niidft of Africa, with all the incidental privations of a funilar excurfion : 
thus, as is premifed, nothing which could enfure the effectuation of the objedt of the 
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enterprize was omitted. Still the obflaclesand difficulties met with rendered null all the 
the pi epa ratio ns made, and M* Paterfon was not more fortunate than the previous ad¬ 
venturers. After difcovering the river Grofe, which falls into the Hawkefbury above 
Richmond-Hill, he advanced farther into the country the fpace of about io miles, 
afcending feveral catarafts, one of which ran at the rate of from io to 12 miles in the 
hour. Shortly after, navigation became imprafticable; one of the two boats funk, and 
the other grounded on fome trunks of trees which obftmaed the courfe of the river. 
In vain did the party continue to advance ; the number of the cataraas encreafed, one 
of them falling from a perpendicular height of 130 meters* ; frightful precipices fur- 
rounded them on ail fides; one ridge of mountains fur mounted ferved but to fhew 
others, ftill increafing in aridity, and in difficulty to fcale : at length it became neceflary 
to return* In front of thefpot which the party reached was a very large peak, deno¬ 
minated Harrington Peak by Colonel Paterfon, On this excurfion it was that the 
coionifis had their firft communication with the Ba-dta-Gal, a Angular people, who live 
in the vicinage of the Hawkefbury River, and who differ from the natives of Port 
Jacklon and thofe of Botany Bay in manners, language, mode of life, and above all, in 
a angularly remarkable characteriftic of their phyfical conformation : all the individuals 
of this race have their arms and thighs difproportionately long with refpect to the reft 
of the body. But as obferva lions of this kind will with more propriety be prefen ted 
in a different part of this work, among others, I lhall continue the hiftory of thefc An¬ 
gular mountains, 

A year had not yet elapfed before other adventurers fcaled thefe mountains f, The 
individual who attempted the defperate undertaking of paffing them, was the quarter* 
mailer Oi the Sirius, one Hacking, an intrepid and fpirited man, who was accompanied 
by others of equally determined drafter. Ten days were employed by this party in 
lacking a pafs ; their efforts were not altogether mifpent; they penetrated about 20 
miles farther than thofe by whom they had been preceded, but ultimately were forced 
to return. Beyond the different peaks difcovered by Hacking, the mountains prefented 
ftill additional tiers, which he deemed even more difficult tofurmount than thofe he had 
palled y from north to fouth they formed an immenfe bulwark, and were frightfully 
arid* ihe interior peaks confifted of a reddifh freeftone of ferruginous nature. 
Among thefe mountains but one favage was diftinguifhed, who, at the fight of the 
Bngiifh, fled with precipitation : the only fpecies of quadruped feen was a fort of 
red kanguroo, hitherto unknown to naturalifts, and which will doubtlefs form one 
of the moft curious fpecies of this genus of animals, fo remarkable in its form and 
habitudes- 

Among the moft interefting chambers of this Auftral colony muft be placed M. Bafs, 
furgeon of the Reliance, who, in a flight whale-boat, dared to venture on an unknown 
fea ? and difcovered the famous ftrait to which his name was affixed by public gratitude* 
This extraordinary perfonage was alfo felicitous of attempting to pafs the Blue Moun¬ 
tains ; and in the month of June 1796 fet off for the purpofe, accompanied by afmall 
number of men, on wbofe courage and firill he could depend* Never in an attempt of 
this kind was greater hardihood difplayed. * With his feet and hands armed with iron' 
hooks, M. Bafs feverai times climbed the moft fteep and horrible mountains. Re¬ 
peatedly flopped by precipices, he caufed himfelf to be let down them with cords. 
Great as this zeal, it was of no confequence ; and after fifteen days of fatigue and un¬ 
paralleled danger, M, Bafs returned to Sydney, confirming further by his inefficiency 

+ In Auguft; 1794. 
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the impracticability of penetrating beyond ihefe lingular mountains. From the fumrnit 
of a very elevated peak, which lie afcended, M. Bafs difcovered before him, at the 
diftance of 40 or 50 miles, another chain of mountains of a fuperior elevation to any 
of thofe he had hitherto palled, and the intermediate fpace prefented obflacles and dan¬ 
gers equally great with thofe in his rear. In this perilous excurfion the party fuffered 
exceedingly from third, their provifion of water being expended, and no means of 
recruiting it being found in thefe arid mountains. “ When,” faid M. Bafs to me, “ we 
by chance difcovered any inoift earth or mud in the crevices of rocks, we applied 
our handkerchiefs to the furface, and fucked as forcibly as polllble, in order to imbibs 
the remaining moiflure.” 

Such, to the period of our arrival at Port Jackftm, had been the refult of the dif¬ 
ferent efforts to pals the Blue Mountains, fired of the expence and fniitJeffnefs of 
the enterprize, the Englilh government for foine years ceafed to regard it as a matter 
of any confluence. My companions and myfelr, however, fucceeded in perfuading 
Governor King, towards the clofe of our ftay, that is to fay, in October x8oz, to iffue 
orders for a renewal of the undertaking. The direction of the expedition was con¬ 
fided to M. Bareillier, a French emigrant, an engineer belonging to the colony, and 
aide-de-camp to the governor. I was niyfelf anxious to accompany this party, but 
M. King did not conceive himfelf jollified in extending his eomplaifance fo far as to 
grant me permiffion. To the different precautions ufed on anterior expeditions, was 
fuperadded the ingenious plan of Rationing final 1 polls at various intervals, increafino- 
in number in proportion to the advance into the interior of the mountains, and thus 
forming an active chain of communication between the advancing party and the nearelt 
Englilh oltabiifhment. I he fame fate which attended the others awaited the attempt 
of M. Bareillier; it does not even appear that he was able to penetrate fo far as fome 
of his predeceflors. From this wearifome excurfion he brought back only a fmall 
number of fpecimens of freeftone, fimilar to that of the fea-lhore, and of the inter¬ 
vening fpace between it and the mountains. 

What is more lingular in the hiftory of thefe mountains, the natives of this country 
know as little of them as the Europeans. All agree in the impoffibiJity of clearing 
this weltern barrier ; and what they relate of the country beyond proves it to be 
utterly unknown to them. There, fay they, is an immenfe lake, on the banks of which 
are inhabitants fair as the Englilh, dreft like them, and like them building ftone houfes 
and large towns. We fhall fee in another part of this work that the exiftence of this laro e 
lake, this fort of Cafpian fea, is not lefs deftitute of probability than the tale of the 
white ^inhabitants and their civilized condition ; 1 fhall merely remark, that it is very* 
probable thefe ideas are of no older date than the fettlement of the Englilh colonv 
which appears to have infpired them *. ' * 


Ia ‘ h ^ JlfForcnt a «empts noticed by M Peron to pds the Blue Mountains, one was m3 de in 

hav n d 3 C j nV L a of t!le " 3me of Wilr ° n * a man accutlomed to a lavage life from 

W I f th % i,ded W r-r nd fu H 0 ^ d the m3nners °f lh « natives ; he was attended by a freed nfan bdomj- 
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However, the favages on thefe ffiores have a fort of religions veneration for the 
Blue Mountains* Here, in their opinion, an evil fpirit or malificent divinity refides,o# 
which elfewherc we fhall prefent feveral grotefque figures traced by the natives them- 
felves. From the fumtnit of thefe infurmountabte rocks, this terrible god hurls his 
thunder, and fends forth the burning winds and floods which alternately lay wafie the 
country. However ridiculous fuch belief, it yet has its origin in obfervations of the 
phenomena of nature; for, from the fummit of thefe mountains it is that all the 
lcourges noticed here defcend. In this point of view, the majority of the religious 
opinions of different nations arc equally worthy of the attention of the naturalift and 
the philofopher : in another place we fhall produce additional interefting proofs of this 
ufeful truth* 

The rapid fketch of the general hiftory of the mountains of the county of Cumber¬ 
land, into which I have dig refled, was indifpenfable, in order that a jult idea might be 
formed of the extraordinary phenomena attendant on the winds from the north-weft; 
phenomena which, if their origin be regarded, are not only extraordinary but even 
incomprehenfible. 

We have noticed before that the whole of the weftern and northrWeftern parts of this 
portion of New Holland are covered with a very broad chain of mountains *, the height 
of which apparently muft be equal to that of inoft of the lofty chains hitherto known. 
Who, allowing this circumftance, and from the breadth of thefe mountains, but muft 
conclude that the winds by which they are traverfed fhotild generally be of a cold tem¬ 
perature? This is a confequence fo natural, fo conformable to all the principles of 
phyfies, general or particular; a confequence fo clearly deduced f rom the long and 
continuous attention paid to meteorological phenomena, that it teems irrefragable ; 
ft ill, in the inftance in queftion, the exception to this confequence is indifputable and 
pofitive ; as if the atmofphere of New Holland, as well as the animals and vegetables 
of this Angular continent, was fubjeft to diftinfl: laws, and alien to our principles of 
fcience, to all the rules of our fyftems, and to all the analogy of our ideas! 

Far from pofleffing that cold of lefs or greater intenfity, which they fliould deduce 
from the immenfe mountains they traverfe, the north and north-weft winds are fiery 
blafts unfurpaffed by the mod terrible of this defeription experienced in Africa* Their 
parching breath carries deftru&ion whitherfoever it penetrates ; the livelieft vegetation, 
fountains, and ftreams, are withered and annihilated, while animals perifh by myriads, 
the vidims of its fatal influence* As, however, in this country o t wonders effeds 
ceafe to correfpond with caufes, to experience alone can appeal be made for their 
exiftenee j now, congruous as it is with the unanimous teflimony of the inhabitants of 
New South Wales, the ftatemenl made here is Supported by the authority of the moft 
valuable hiftpmn this country can hitherto boafh 

(February 1791.) “ At this epoch,^ fays Collins, fc the greater part of the torrents 
and ftreams were dried up; and they were obliged to dig pits in the bed of Sydney 
River to furnilh water for the fupply of the town. The 10th and i xth of this month 
fo great was the heat at Sydney Town, that Fahrenheit's thermometer flood at 150^ in 
the fhade* At Rofe Hill, thoufands of large bats perifhed in confequence* In parts 
of the port the ground was covered with different fpecies of birds, feme already fufFo- 
cated with the intenfity of the heat, and the refidue on the point of expiring ; many, 
while flying, were ftruck dead and fell to the ground. The fprings not yet entirely 
dried up were fo much tainted by the vaft number of the birds and bats which, 

* Wiiat we fhall fhortly obftrve refptcfcmg the prodigious fvvdl which the fmall rivers of the country 
experience, will tuore and more clearly prove how very broad the Blue Mountains mull neceflarily be- 

* i having 
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having fought them to quench their thirft, had expired on the fides of them, that the 
water for many days was infected. The wind then blew from the north-weft, and did 
much injury to the gardens, confuming all expofed to its breath. Thofe individuals 
whom neceffity obliged to go without doors, declared that it was impoffible to front the 
point whence the wind proceeded for the fpace of five minutes together. 

(November 1791.) “ The extreme heat during this month occafioned many indivi¬ 
duals to fall fick. On the 4th, a convict waiting for Mr. White in the pafTage leading 
from his houfe to the kitchen, was (truck by the fun, and, inftantly deprived of motion 
and fpeech, expired in the fpace of four-and-twenty hours. The thermometer this 
day at noon (food at 95% and the wind blew from the north-weft. The country, as 
if to add to the confuming heat of the atmofphere, was every where on fire. At 
Sydney, the grafs and buffi es behind the hilt weft of the creek, caught fire, or poffibly 
might have been fet fire to by the natives; the conflagration, excited by the fouth-well 
wind which blew violently, fpread with great rapidity, and devoured all it reached ' 
with incredible fury. One houfe was already burnt, and all the fummit of the hill 
being covered with flames, the town was menaced with complete deftruction, when 
fortunately the united efforts of the garrifon and inhabitants flopped its progrefs. The 
general alarm occafioned every individual to leave his houfe : the heat was fo intenfe 
that the people could fcarcely breathe; almoft all the pot-herbs were reduced to 
powder, and vile thermometer of Fahrenheit ftood at ioo° in the fhade. At Paramatta 
and at Tongabee the heat was equally extreme; the whole country was in flames, and 
feme dwellings caught fire and were burnt. During this alarming day, it thundered 
repeatedly in"the diftance, and towards evening a quantity of rain fell, which fome- 
what refrefhed the atmofphere. 

« The effect of this formidable wind was felt as far as the ifland Maria, more than 
250 leagues from Port Jackfon; for, at the fame time the Englifh colony was thus 
endamaged, the American fliip, Hope, experienced in the vicinage of that ifland a hor¬ 
rible tempeft, occafioned by this fame wind. The weather was cloudy, oppreffive, 
and very hot, and the atmofphere feemed loaded with thick jfmoke. 

(Auguft 1794.) “ The fcorching land-wind vifited us on the 25th of this month for 
the firft time this feafon, blowing violently till night \ it was then fucceeded, as is ufual 
after fuch hot days, by a wind from the fouth.” 

From the facts 1 have thus exhibited, the number of which it would be fo eafy to 
multiply from the remarks of Philipps, Hunter, Watts, Tench, King, &c. we may 
therefore deduce the following confequence : 

“ The winds which traverfe New Holland from north-weft to fouth-eaft, in the 
county of Cumberland, have the double characteriitic of great drynefs and extreme 
heat, notwithftanding the extent and height of the mountains over which they mull 
pafs before their arrival at this laft point.” 

We have previoufly noticed that, off the coaft of Lemvin’s I,and, the wind blowing 
from eaft to weft prefen ted fimilar properties: we have further remarked that, at the 
fouthern extremity of Diemen’s Land, the fame phenomena accompany the north wind, 
which however could not here be felt without travelling the lofty mountains of Wilfon’s 
Promontory, thofe of the Furneaux Iflands, Bafs’s Strait, and the lofty fummits of 
Diemen’s Land, which fliould be eternally covered with ice and fnow. We therefore, 
from the fum of thefe obfervations, are led to this fecond deduction, more compre- 
henfive than the preceding : 

“ That the winds pafling over New Holland from north to fouth, from eaft to weft, 
and from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft, are dry and fcorching winds.” 

Thefe 
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p- refults, with others analogous, will be feen in another part applied to the 
jolution of the great problem refpecling the phyfical ftate of the interior of New Hol¬ 
land. We lhall now refume the defcription of the territory of Paramatta. 

have already noticed that the diilance of the trees from each other in the forefts 
contiguous to this town, and the plenteoufnefs and excellent quality of the grafs, formed 
in this part of New South Wales immenfe paftures, alike fuited to the grazing of 
cattle mid iheep ^ fimilar advantage could not efcape the Englifh government; 

t at the very oft-fet of the colony hither were tranfported all the larger of its do- 
medic animals. They have multiplied to fuch a degree that the number of horned 
cattle belonging to the ifate alone, at an epoch but little preceding our arrival at Port 
Jackfon was iSoo, of which 514 Were bulls, 121 oxen, and n 65 cows. The pro- 
grels of the multiplication of thefe animals is fo rapid that, in the fpace of only 
eleven months the number of oxen and cows had encreafed from 18 c6 to 2450 - 
wh'ch for the whole year will give an increafe of 650, or more than a third of the 

10 e ’ I* ;he multiplication of thefe cattle be calculated to continue after this rate for 
the Ipace of thirty years, or even at a rate only half fo quick. New Holland by that 
time mull be covered by numberlefs herds of cattle • ! 

j.ff h ^ e P have Proved even more prolific; nay, fo rapidly have they multiplied on thefe 
aidant (bores, that Captain Mac Arthur, one of the wealthieft proprietors of New 
South Wales, makes no hefitation in affirming, in a memoir publifhed on this fubject, 
that Mew Holland alone in the ipace of twenty years might furnifli England with all the 
wool at prefent imported from the neighbouring kingdoms; the annual expenditure on 
which article every year amounts to i,8oo,oool. fterUng. 

Mr. Mac Arthur himfelf now pofieffes more than 4000 Iheep, the flocks compofme 
which number J have vifited, and found extremely beautiful f. “ The climate of New 
booth \\ ales, fays he, in his interefting memoir, “ is peculiarly adapted to the increafe 
ot hne-woolled fheep ; and from the unlimited extent of luxuriant paftures with which 
that country abounds, millions of thefe valuable animals may be raifed in a few years 
with little other expence than the hire of a few fhepherds. tie calculates that they wilf 
with proper care, double themfelves every two years and a halfand this his ex* 
penence has {hewn to be lefs than the truth. “ The fpedmens of the wool," he favs 
farther, “ have been infpeded by the beft judges of wool in this kingdom ; and they are 
of opinion that it pofieffes a foftnefs fuperior to many of the wools of Spain, and that 
it certainly is equal in every valuable property to the very beft that is to be obtained 
from thence. 

Captain Mac Arthur is not the only one to whom fheep have proved the honourable 
louice of confiderable profit J. On my different excurlions I had frequent opportunity 

of 

* If the increafe were computed at one-third oF 1856 for the firft year, and progreflively every year to 
be equally great, that is to fay, one-third of the whole, the number of cattle would be doubled every 

if l r<rZn a " d ’"i'r y ‘ tW ° r TS ’ °/ - by ,I he > ear If 33 . vvould amount to the prodigious number of 
If half this annual increafe be allowed, or one-fixth of the whole, the herds would be de- 
up ed m fifteen years and by the year 1832 would amount to 245,000 ; either number immenfe. Ttt 

aelnf !* ^ aC ( Ar , U,U / 8 5 aTm ’ ,s a T£, T ^e one, and kept in excellent order, comprizes ,400 

acres of ground, of-which 3 160 we in pafiure, 40 in wheat, and the refiduc under culture for articles of 
info-or import. On thus fame farm are likewife 27 horfea and mares, and 182 horned cattle, of which 
three are bulls, 55 oxen, and 124 cows. — M, Purjn. The memoir to which M. Peran adverts in the 
preceding artide, was prefented by Captain Mac Arthur at the Right Hon. Lord Hobart’s office, 26th 
July <803 ; and a copy ol it may be fecn at large, V 0 I. 16, p. 16 i. of the Phil. Mag. Ta. 

I Not indeed the only one, not only in New Holland but in Europe, who hare been ilbftrifkd br 

11 this 
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of feeing flocks as remarkable for their number as their beauty. Mr. Palmer* * pof* 
feffes 800 flieep ; Mr. Marfden f a much larger flock: the major part of the other 
colonifls have likewife their fpecial flocks* Wandering amid the woods without 
enemies of any defcriptjkm, ignorant of wintry frofts and our autumnal rains, protected 
bv friendly (hades from the rays of the fummer fun, and feeding on the molt delicate 
and aromatic herbage, thefe flocks already exhibit Angular ftrength and beauty, and 
are likely to attain perfection never known before* What* indeed, may nor be ex¬ 
pected from a climate which has produced changes fo extraordinary and beneficial on the 
flieep of Afia and Africa. Every body knows that the flocks of Bengal and the Cape 
of Good Hope, infteadof wool, are covered with a fort of hair very fliort, harfh, 
and totally unferviceable to the manufacturer. In vain, as is faid, have experiments 
been multiplied to ameliorate the fleece of thefe animals, or rather, to give them a 
fleece; they have either altogether failed, or have been attended with fuch little ad¬ 
vantage, that themoft intelligent proprietors of the Cape, and of Bengal, in rearing 
fheeps appear to reckon nothing on the fleece. In New Holland, on the contrary, 
by crofling thefe breeds with thofe of England and Spain, in lefs than ten years they 
have fucceeded in transforming the hair of the fheep of Africa and Afia into a wool, 
which indeed has not yet attained any great length, but which is noticed for its 
fmenefsand its foft and filky nature. As a proof,” fays Mr. Mac Arthur, 44 of the 
extraordinary and rapid improvement of my flocks, I have exhibited the fleece of a 
coarfc-woolled ewe, that has been valued at ninepence a pound, and the fleece of 
her Iamb begotten by a Spanifli ram, which is allowed to be worth three fliil lings 
a pound. 5 * 

It is not only in the quality of the wool that this amelioration is obrerved ; it extends 
to the weight of the fleece. “ When I left Port Jackfon in iSoi,” fays further Cap¬ 
tain Mac Arthur, w the heavieft fleece that had then been fhorn weighed only three 
pounds and a half ; but I have received reports ot 1802, from which I learn that the 
fleeces of my (beep have encreafedto five pounds each, and that the wool is finer and 


tins commendable and lucrative purfuit. To this England owes its wealth, and Florence its Cplendour. 
The profeflion of (keep-owner (beccajo) was in the rime of Dante, and long previously s in fuck high 
efteem, that the moft eminent nobility of Italy* (as is obferved by the author of E’ami dcs Homines, 
t, m* p. 365,) thought the addition of this title to their diiiintftfans rather an honour than a difparage- 
ment. Unfortunately this opinion fo little prevailed in other countries, that Francis I. of France* took 
confide table umbrage at Dante having termed one of hb anceftors beccajo ; what wiih jdftice on one fide 
of the Alps was confidercd meritorious as well as a denomination neceflarily implying territorial pOffeSkma, 
on the other being foolilhly regarded as degrading and offettfive. Tit. 

* The whole of the couctffions to Mr, Palmer amounts to 1070 acres, great part of which lies on the 
river Hawktibury. Of this territory 320 acres are in wheat, 20 in maize, 15 ni barley, 3 in peas and 
beans, 2 in potatoes ; 392 acres confilis ofpafture, on which the fheep are maintained, and, befides them* 
17 horfes and mares. 27 beafts, and a great number of hogs and goats ; the 318 acres remaining, lately 
cleared, will foon be fit for culture. 

f This gentleman, the pallor at Paramatta* h owner of 65 t acres of land* 103 of which fubjefl to 
various culture ; Independent of hk dock, his farm fupports 26 horned cattle, 30 hogs, and to goats. 
This farm lies at fume diftanct in the interior of the country, on the left of the Paramatta river ; from 
the fume, it of the hill on which it is fituate, a part of the river's courfe is diftingulfhed : the buildings are 
fpaciousand well fafhioned ; the garden and orchard already combines molt of the fruit-trees in Europe, 
bull In E794 the whole of thb fpot was covered with immenfe and nfclefs foveib of eucalypti. The fite 
of the farm is 7 or 8 miles from Paramatta* in the midft of forefts* yet was I carried hither by a charming 
road, in a very haridfome one-horfe chaife. What labour mu ft not fuch “a mad have coft* Yet this voad, 
the houfes on the way, with the meadows, fields, and crops, were the work of no more than eight 
years! 
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fofter than the wool of the preceding year. The beauty of it indeed is fuch as to caufe 
it to be eftimated at fix {hillings the pound.” 

With refpeft to the Iheep of Spanilh origin, which form the main ftock of the nu¬ 
merous flocks of New South Wales, they are the offspring of a pretty conliderable 
number of beautiful Merinos, which the Englifh government has caufed at different 
times to be tranfported to Port Jackfon, and of thirty rams of exquifite beauty, 
deftined, as is faid, as a prefent from the viceroy of Peru to the court of Spain, 
but intercepted during the war by an Englifh cruizer, at a fhort diftance from where 
they were embarked. 

In the courfe of my excurfions round about Paramatta, I procured a variety of 
animals. More than a hundred and fifty fpecies of inl'e&s of novel defcription were 
added to my former collections ; among thefe, forty butterflies, the chief of them of 
the molt lively and fplendid colours. Among the coleopetra, or beetle kind, was an 
admirable cetonia, claffed by me under the defignation Orpheus, on account of a golden 
lyre molt diftinctly marked on the middle of its back; the colour of the back is an 
emerald green. 

The family of lizards, which prefents fo many Angular fpecies in every part of New 
Holland, furnifhed me here with many of confiderable intereft. One of thefe be¬ 
long to the genus ltellio Cuv., and is remarkable above all its kind on account of the 
extreme flatnefs of its body, the thicknefs of which fcarcely exceeds 2, 5 centimeters* ; 
it is in length 11 centimeters!; and in breadth 13,5 centimeters |, and imperfectly 
refembles the torpilla or torpedo. From the Angularity of its fhape, a fliape hitherto 
undifcovered among this family, I have deduced its fpecific name of ftellio dif- 
cofomus N. It has a very large goitre, filled with air, of an extreme deep blue 
colour. 

In the genus fcincus, in that approximative genus which I have termed fcinco’idus, 
in the tupinambo, and the gecko kind. Paramatta afforded me many remarkable fpe¬ 
cies. I found here like wife that curious long-tailed gecko (gecko platurus,) defcribed 
by Shaw, but which to me, by its form and habitudes, feemed fo materially to differ 
from the generality of the gecko tribe, that I have ranked it as a new genus under 
the name of geckoides, which on account of its affinity, in the claflification of modern 
mturalifts, fhould immediately follow the gecko. 

In fa£t, all the geckos hitherto known, have their toes fhort, broad, flat, depreffed, 
and beneath exhibit a number of fmall indurated leaflets, by means of which they are 
enabled to climb the moft polilhed furface, or even run like flies on the roofs of apart¬ 
ments. The geckoides on the contrary have their toes elongated, laterally much com- 
preffed, and are deflitute of the leaflets by which the gecko is characterized. From 
this fir ft difference in the organs of motion, refults, that the geckoides are incapable of 
climbing, and palling a portion of their lives on trees like the major part of the geckos, 
with foliated toes. They inhabit low and muddy grounds, and live on the larva; of 
aquatic infeCts, and on fome even of thefe iniefis thetnfelves. Their phyfiognomy 
refembles that of the gecko, and is equally melancholy and repulfive ; their eyes are 
large and protuberant, the pupil lineary and vertical: the whole of their body is ex¬ 
tremely flat, and their tail, fhaped like the head of a fpear, is divided into joints in 
fuch manner that one can fcarcely touch it but it breaks off entirely from the 
body. *■ 

Along the arid and fandy coafts of Leuwin’s Land, of Endraght, and De Witt’s 
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Land, I was enabled to trace none of the genus batracia, and was the lefs fiirprjfed as 
every where the great fcarcity, or rather pofitive nullity of water, afforded no habitation 
forthefe animals, I did not however the lefs regret that I had not been able to procure 
a fingle one of this great famil^ of reptiles when my ftay at Paramatta enabled me to 
complete, in this refped, my zoological labours in New Holland. 

There, in fad, I collected two hitherto unknown fpecies of frogs, which I de- 
fcribed one under the head rana puflulofa, the other under that of rana pollicifera, on 
account of its having on its hind feet a very falient appendage, which at firft fight • 
might be taken for a toe. The toad genus likewife afforded me two new fpecies, the 
bulb leucogafter, and proteus: in the firft fpecies, indeed, the belly is of a finning 
whitenefs, and the other exhibited a fingular variety of hues. The protean toad is 
one of the fmallefl known, for it fcarcely measures an inch in length; and by its 
pleafmg and various fliades of colour it differs materially from the dil'gufting genus to 
which it belongs. 

.On the banks of ftreams, in fountains, in the hollows of the cooleft rocks, and be¬ 
neath the foliage of trees, is frequently feemthe magnificent fpecies of frog (rainette,) 
defcribed by me under the'frame of hyla cyanea. The whole back of this animal is of 
a very lively blue-purple colour, relieved on each fide of the body by two gloffy ftripes 
of filver ; the belly is of a deep Pruflian blue. This fpecies is one of the largeft and 
handfomeft of its kind; it is not lefs than fifteen centimiters in length * from the nofe 
to the extremity of its hind-legs. Among the other frogs I procured in my excurfions, 
there is one remarkable on account of a vaffc number of black fpots, round, circled 
with a white ring, and fprinkled on a ground of brown colour: I called it hyla 
ocellata N. A third received the denomination H. nibulofa N. on account of the 
vaguenefs of its colour. The hyla janopoda N. is diftinguilhed by the beautiful violet- 
colour of its hind-feet. In the citropoda, all the joints of the hind-legs are marked by 
a large fpot of a lemon-colour. Inferior in fize to any I have mentioned, the hyla 
rubeola is fprinkled over with very fmall white points, on a light wine-lees colour. 
Among the terreftrial and fluvia conchas I likewife made fome interefting difcoveries, 
as I did alfo with refpect to worms, and the fifli of the Paramatta river *, but fo 
abundant are the new objects which prefented themfelves, that were I merely to 
enumerate them, I fiiould be obliged to facrifice the mention of things of more 
general importance. 

The objeds of our excurfion to Paramatta being now completed, M. Bellefin and 
myfelf returned to Sydney Town. 

Previous to the obfervations which follow relpeding the fcarcity or almoft abfolute 
want of rivers in New Holland,, M. Peron fills a number of pages with the hiftory of 
a Frenchman tranfported for forgery; but the relation being better adapted for the 
Newgate Calendar than a work of this defeription, is paffed over. Preparatory to thefe 
obfervations, M. Peron gives account of thofe ideas affixed in Europe to the terms 
ftreamlet, river, large river, and torrent, at which part the tranflator refumes the 
work. 

In Europe we apply the term ftreamlet to the union of feveral running fprings in a 
continuous current of water of fmall extent, which after a limited courfe lofes itfelf, 
now in different refervoirs, now in the fea, but which commonly falls into other 
currents of water of fimilar nature to itfelf. 

A combination of many fuch flreamlets in one current forms a river, which, with 
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the chara&eriftics of the preceding, poffeffes a courfe more rapid, and of greater length 
acrofs continents or iflands, and generally unites with Urea ms fimiiar to itfelf in form¬ 
ing large rivers (fleuves); thefe not only empty themfelves into the fea, but have a very 
confiderable length of courfe, and roll a broader volume of water. 

Torrents, however great, materially differ from ftrearalets and rivers, as their 
courfe, dependent on the feafons or atmofpherical viciffitudes, is not continuous but 
periodical. 

Thefe general notions fettled, we fliall apply them to the peculiar hydrography of 
New Holland, and in this inftance flia.ll fee new phenomena worthy of profound at¬ 
tention, and not lefs remarkable than thofe before prefented relative to the Blue Moun¬ 
tains and the north-weft winds. 

In faCt, throughout the whole extent of this vaft continent, comprifmg more than 
100,000 fquare leagues * of furface, no river has yet been difcovered equal in fize to 
the Marne or the Allier 1 ", allowing that definition affixed in the commencement of this 
article to the term river. 

I11 vain, every inftant, does the navigator who fails along the coafts of this country, 
imagine he difcovers in deep inlets, which admit of his penetrating to confiderable dif- 
tance, the mouth of fome large river j the faltnefs of the fancied river diminifhes not 
as he advances; and foon he diftinguifhes that it has no other motion than what is 
communicated by the tide. Still, the depth of water is fo confiderable, its breadth fo 
great, and he proceeds fo far inland, that the illufion yet continues. The navigation 
inland is further profecuted ; numerous creeks are feen which refemble the mouths of 
large rivulets; the creeks are examined, but no where is frefti water found. Expect¬ 
ation difappointed, is ftill fuftained by the irapofing appearance of the principal branch, 
which yet prefervcs the fimilitude of a great river. The navigator has now afcended 
it fixty or eighty miles, and trufts to proceed much higher. Vain hope ! the majeftic 
river dwindles to a wretched ftreamlet, incapable of floating the lighteft boat, and 
which at different feafons of the year is but a few inches deep. The aftonifhed traveller 
halts; and when he perceives that the ebb and flow of tide is almoft equally percept¬ 
ible at the extremity as at the beginning of his navigation, be wonders at the very 
flight fall in the nearly level furface of the country. 

Such is the general picture of the rivers of New Holland, there is not one but it 
fuits in the moft literal manner, and without other modification than refults from its 
greater or lefs extent. Thus, King George’s River, Cook’s at Botany Bay, that of 
Paramatta at Port Jackfon. of Kawkefbury at Broken Bay, the river Hunter, Endea¬ 
vour River, all the rivers of the Gulf of Carpentaria, recently explored by Captain 
Flinders, the rivers or havens of the Bay of Sharks,''the River of Swans, that of the 
Bay of the Geographe, the Port of King George, Bonaparte Gulf, Jofephine Gulf, 
Philipps’s Port, the Weftern Port, &c.; all of them prefent a feries of phenomena ana¬ 
logous to the picture I have given. Even Diemen’s Land, notwithftanding its different 
geological'conftitudon, in all its rivers exhibits the fame Angularity. The river Huon, 
Swan Port, the North River Dalrymple River, &c., are but fo many gulfs more or 
lefs narrow, but all efl’entially fait, aft affected by the tides, and indebted to them chiefly 

* 766,215 fquare miles EngUflt of 69,2 to a degree, the French league being that of which there are 
25 to a degree ; but here M. Peron fpeaks at random, for New Holland comprizes a furface of at lea ft 
2>739,6uo fquare Statute miles, or upwards 0/350,000 fquave leagues* Tr. 

-f The breadth and volume of the Trent, Tfu 

X The Derwent j this h a miilake noticed in Chap, xii., the river, as there obferved, being navigable 
much beyond the mountains where it was luppofed by the French geographers to have its fource, and hav¬ 
ing, according to Cap cam Flinders, from three to four fathoms of frefh water, Tk* 
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for what motion they are liable to, and terminating all of them in fcanty rivulets, alinott 
entirely dry in the hot feafon of the year. 

However Angular the circumftances already adduced relative to the rivers of New 
Holland, fti!l are not thefe their only peculiarities; we ihall prefently notice in their 
overflowings a new fubjeft for mediration and enquiry ; in the interim it is requifite I 
terminate what refpefts my jfirft excurfion to Paramatta. 

It is not only by opening new and commodious roads that the Englifli government 
feeks to facilitate communication in this colony : from the dofe of 1793 it has efta- 
bliihed packet-boats, which fail every day from Sydney and Paramatta, and carry goods 
and patten gers. The fare is one fhillmg for each individual, and the fame for every 
hundred weight of merchandize or goods. The whole boat may alfo be hired for fix 
fhillings. Bdides thefe means of tranfport common to the public, the government 
has a number of very comfortable, and even elegant boats, for its own ufe and that 
of its officers; and in one of thefe it was that M. Bellefin and myfelf returned to 
Sydney* We embarked oppofite the barracks at Paramatta ; a fpot where the river 
ftill preferves fufficient depth of water to float the largeft boats, while two hundred 
paces above, it dwindles to a fcanty rivulet, incapable of floating the molt flender- 
pirogue. 

In proportion to the diftanee, below Paramatta the river becomes broader and more 
deep, and in a fliort time has depth fufficient for the largert fliips to navigate, not lefs even 
than from eight to ten fathoms. On both fides the river, attention is excited by a 
variety of final! coves, penetrating in a lefs or greater degree into the country, their 
margins pleafmgly decorated with fuperb woods. Already, however, has the Euro¬ 
pean marked his refideixce in thefe parts by different portions of land cleared of trees. 
Here, at the extremity of a verdant creek, is feen the humble cottage of the new colo- 
nift ; the founding axe heard from a diftance announces his labour and activity : 
beyond, in natural meads, ft ray the cows, fteeds, and oxen, yet few in number, of the 
infant farm j In other fpots are feen the ripening crops of fields fo recently fubmitted 
to culture. Gccafionally, in the lumniit of feme picturefque Hope, the larger and 
elegant abode is diftinguifhed of a proprietor more wealthy and more aflive than his 
neighbours, furrounded by wider fields, more numerous fervauts, more extenfive crops ; 
of this defeription was the feat of Mr* Cox, paymaster of the colony, whom I had feen 
at the houfe of M. Pacerfon* As foon as we were perceived by this gentleman, he put 
off in a boat belonging to the farm, and invited us in fo p retting manner to reft our- 
felvcs awhile at his houfe, that we could not refufe. 

While dinner was haftily getting ready, we employed ourfelves in looking over the 
minutiae of the farm, all of which to us were fources of aftonifliment, Still was not 
this the only farm which Mr. Cox poffeffed on thefe fhores; on a fecond vifit I paid 
him, in company with Colonel Paterfon and others, Mr. Cox took us to another 
much finer and more fertile in the interior towards Caftle Hid. The road which 
leads from one of thefe farms to the other is tolerably wide, and commodious 
enough to allow of our travelling in a carriage ; fit is neverthelefs fix or feven miles in 
length; and in order to make it, it required a vaft number of trees ftiould be felled. 
The whole amount of the grants of land to Mr. Cox is eight hundred and fixty acres, 
more than three hundred of which were lowed with wheat, fifteen with maize fix 
with barley, twelve with oats, &c.; three hundred and forty-nine acres were referred 
for pafture, the cattle on which confided of five horfes, three mares, twenty Teven 
horned beafts, and eight hundred fheep of the fineft fleeces. Mr. Laycock, a gentle¬ 
man of our party, quarter-matter of the regiment, poffefTes fourteen hundred and 
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feventy acres, principally fituate in the moft fertile parts of the colony. At the dif¬ 
ferent farms which make up this number of acres, he has fix hordes and mares, one 
hundred and twenty-eight horned cattle, of which fifty-three oxen and feventy-five 
cows, and very numerous flocks of fheep* 

Alter thanking Mr. Cox and his lady for the civilities we had experienced, M. Bellefin 
and myfelf returned to our boat, and in a few hours time reached Sydney Town. 

While I was purfuing the different obfervations I have related, my worthy friend, 
M. Lefueur, had been employed in making a rich ornithological collection; he had 
killed more than two hundred birds: add to this, our zoological ftore was encreafed 
by fixty-eight quadrupeds, the refult of his activity j a vail number ,of drawings and 
colourings alfo had been completed. 

As fo many of our two crews had perifhed, owing to the long privations and the hor¬ 
rible epidemy to which they had been iubject, as the remainder was no longer com¬ 
petent to navigate the two fliips, as alfo we had from experience been taught that thefe 
fhips were themfelves of too great burthen for the geographical details we had yet to 
complete, either on the fouth-weft, or north-weft parts of New Holland, it was deter¬ 
mined the Naturalifte fliould be fent back to France, after taking out of her almoft all 
the found men on board and fubftituting in their- ftead the convalefcents and valetu¬ 
dinarians of the Geographe. A bark of thirty tons was on the ftocks, and this was 
purchafed as a, conlort for us, the command being given to M. L. Freydnct, firlt 
lieutenant of the Naturalifte, and the author of the chief geographical works 
effected on board that corvette. Captain Hamel in bimfelf was to return to Europe in 
his corvette, and render account to government of the refults of the voyage. 

M. Lefueur and myfelf found ourielves, in confequenceof this refolution, fully occu¬ 
pied in arranging the different objefts we had to forward to France by the Naturalifte, 
and were from that inftant obliged to fufpend our refearches. What perfeverant 
labour, in fad, muff; it not have required to difpofe methodically more than forty 
thoufand animals, of all claffes, collected from fo many lliores in the courfe of the two 
years part. Thirty-three large cafes were filled with thefe collections, the moft nume¬ 
rous and valuable that any traveller before had tranfported to Europe, and part of 
which only, difplayed in the large houfe occupied by M. Bellefin and myfelf, excited 
the admiration of all intelligent Englifhmen, but efpecially of the celebrated naturalift, 
M. Paterfon. 

Of all known countries there is not perhaps another in which ele&rical phenomena 
are fo frequent and terrible as in this lingular climate. In the run from the Monti- 
nette Iff an as to Port Jackfon, we had already obferved with much furprize the conti¬ 
nuity of phenomena of this defcription, in a feafon, and during the prevalence of wea¬ 
ther fo little adapted to their developement; but, during the latter part of our flay at 
Sydney, we witneffed ftorms fo violent and fo repeated, that our aftonifhment was 
confiderably heightened. Never had we heard before fucb tremendous claps of thun¬ 
der, or l'een the atrnofphere furrowed by lightning fo vivid and fo fucceflive. In one 
of thefe tempefts the Englifh fbip Perfcus, which was deftitute of a conductor, was 
ftruck by the lightning and nearly periflied. 

The 7th October prefented us a phenomenon of this kind of which I know of no¬ 
thing parallel in meteorological annals. The weather in the fore part of the day had 
been remarkably fine ; a calm reigned as well in the atmofphere as on the fea; but, in 
the afternoon, the wind veered fuddenly to the north-weft, blowing ftrong and in 
fqualls; a vaft collection of large black clouds, borne by thefe winds from the lummits 
of the Blue Mountains, were precipitated into the plain. The clouds were fo heavy 
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that they nearly fkimmed the furface of the ground. The heat was fuffbcadng j Reau¬ 
mur’s thermometer almoft inflantaneoufly rofe from 18 to 27 0 *. In a little time the 
clouds opened with a horrid cralh, the lightin^now almoft deprived the gazers of fight 
by itsluftre, and now darted through the air in a ferpentine blue line. At this period 
the wind blew in all directions, and with encreafed fury. Several fliowers of rain fall¬ 
ing we trufted the florin would fpeedily blow over, when, from the deep bofom of a 
higher floating cloud, much more black than the reft, there fuddenly fell a copious 
fljower of hail, the ftones of which were even more remarkable for their fhape than their 
highly extraordinary dimenfions : Some of thefe ftones weighed nearly three deca¬ 
grammes f; and all of them, in lieu of the globular fliape of the hail of our climates, 
were of the form of an elongated and irregular prifm, the proportions of which in one 
of the largeft I could find were in length 65 millimeters J, breath 39 millimeters §, thick- 
nefs 18 millimeters ||. 

However ftrange to us hail in this fhape, it was not fo to the F.nglifh, who, fince 
their fcttlement on thefe fliores, had had frequent opportunities of remarking it, but at 
no lime with charafteriftics fo prodigious as in the month of December 1795. The 
procifioh ot the following account by Mr. Collins was attefted to me by fome of the mail 
refpe&able and enlightened inhabitants of the colony. 

(December 1795.) “ The beginning of this month,” fays Collins, ** was remark¬ 

able fora meteorological phenomenon of a very extraordinary kind. Four farms on 
Rules’s Creek were entirely laid wafte, not by fleet or hail, but by the fall of large 
mafles of ice. Lieutenant Abbott, the military officer in the command at this ftation, 
in his report of this event to the governor, relates that the (form proceeded from the 
north-weft. The cffeft of it was tremendous : the wheat was laid flat on the ground, 
the ears cut ofl, and the grain perfectly beaten out of the ear ; even the thickefi ftems 
of maize were unable to refift its violence: the fides of the trees expoied to the ftonn 
feemcd as if fhattered by fmall fhot ; and the earth was covered with their twigs and 
branches. ! he temperature of the two fucceeding days was extremely mild, notwfth- 
ftanding which the hail-ftones ftill laid on the ground nearly as large as at their firft 
falling. Some pieces of this hail brought to Hawkefbury by Lieutenant Abbott, two 
days after they had fallen, were ftill from fix to eight inches long. This ftorni was felt 
neither at Sydney norat Paramatta.” 

How fingular the climate which in every part of its hiftory prefents a phenomenon fo 
palling ftrange. 

Soon as our different collections were arranged, I fet off with Colonel Paterfon to vifit 
the fe‘tlenient at Caftle Hill. After afcending the Paramatta river the fpace of about 
three leagues, the colonel and myfelf, attended by a party of foldiers, landed to com¬ 
mence ourfearch after objefts relating to natural hiftory. In midft of thofe different 
trees, which time or the axe had in every part levelled with the ground, we found be¬ 
neath their fungous and putrid bark, at every inflant, beautiful coleopterse, divers fpe- 
ciesor lizards, and many reptiles, of which we made a large collection. As we pene¬ 
trated deeper into the foreft, where hitherto the axe and fire had not been introduced 
by the Englifh, we obferved infers to be much more rare than elfewhere; a Angularity 
which we attributed to the practice of the favages of fetting fire to the woods, and of 
thus deftroying with them an enormous quantity of the eggs of thefe infers, of their 
larvte, and even of the infeCts thenilelves. 

* 80,6° of Fahr. f An ounce and eight-tenths of a dram, Eng. avoird. 

+ Upwards of two inches and a half, Eng, § One inch and a half. j| Seven-tenths of an inch. 
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Whether owing to the congeniality of the nature of the light and fandy foil, or to 
the climate, the peach, of all European trees, is that which has heft fucceeded in New 
South Wales. There are orchards entirely compofed of this fruit-tree, and it yields 
fuch large crops as to admit of many being dried for preferves: many make from the 
juice of them a very pleafant wine; fome diftil brandy from them $ and in certain in¬ 
stances they are fo numerous as to be given as food to pigs. 

On reaching Paramatta, Mr. Paterfon and myfelf took up our abode in the govern- 
ment-houfe, which I have elfewhere defcribed; and the next day proceeded with the 
kind M. Cayley on our courfes of natural hittory. With what intereft for feveral days 
did we traverfe thefe fcenes fo rich in productions unknown to Europe ! With what 
ardour vie in our explorations ! And with what kindnefs did my refpe&able fellow- 
labourers add to the collections I made thofe articles which efcaped my notice ! 

On thefe little excurfions, fo truly full of charms, I frequently made an obfervation 
fufficiently important to attract particular attention. In the deep vallies which we 
oftentimes patted, ran rills of water, fo flender, and of fuch narrow breadth, that the 
wideft of them might be ftepped over with greateft eafe ; hill, at the height of fifteen 
or even twenty feet above their ordinary level, on the ground itfelf, and on the trees, 
were evident marks of the recent ravage of the torrent. My companions confirmed the 
truth of this remark from their individual obfervations, and furnifhed me with valuable 
documents on this fubjeCfc, which, combined with thofe I had previoufly obtained, or 
afterwards fucceeded in obtaining, allow of my prefenting with greater intereh .the fin- 
gular hiftory of the inundations of the rivers of this part of New Holland. 

We havemlready feen that the whole of thefe rivers, however wide their mouth, are 
nothing but gulfs filled with fea-water, which terminate univerfally in flender rivulets, 
almoft utterly dried up at one feafon of the year, and fubject at times to a prodigious 
increafe in the volume of the waters they bring down. We are now about to revert to 
the inundations of thefe rivers ; but, in order that the reader may be enabled to com¬ 
prehend more fully that which their origin and effects prefent of furprizing, it is ne- 
ceffary we Ihould give a more detailed defcription of the Hawkelbury river, a river which 
has exhibited aferiesof the mod wonderful phenomena of this kind, and thofe the bell 
fuitcd to throw light on the great extent of the mountains we have already defcribed. 

Eight ortenmilesnorthof Port Jackfon isthefingular opening to which Captain Cook, 
who had but a curfory view of it, gave the name of Broken Bay, on account of the rent 
and broken appearance of the contiguous country. This bay at its entrance feparates 
into many branches, three of which are larger and more remarkable than the reft. 
The mo ft capacious of thefe is that of the north, but, at the fame time, this is the molt 
ufelefs, feeing at low tide its mouth has no more than twelve feet water: that on the 
fouth, which Commodore Phillips efteemed the moil beautiful piece of water he had 
ever beheld, and which he denominated Pitt-Water, is very extenfive,and might eafily, 
according to that illuftrious navigator, contain the entire navy of Great Britain; it is 
however, unfortunately, obftrufted by a ledge of rocks, on which at low tide there is 
but three fathoms water, a circumftance that prevents its receiving large Ihips. The 
third branch of Broken Bay, the direction of which is fouth-weft, is more narrow than 
Pitt-Water, but its depth being every where from five to thirteen fathoms, it is capable 
of receiving veffels of the largeft fize. 

Beyond thefe three principal branches. Broken Bay ftill forms a number of narrow 
and deep creeks, after which the bay itfelf narrows where "the river Hawkelbury ter¬ 
minates ; that river the origin of which we are about to trace. 
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The whole county of Cumberland, as we have elfewhere faid, is environed by the 
inaccefiible chain of Blue Mountains, From the moll precipitous part of thefe Angular 
mountains, and dire&ly weft of Broken Bay, the river Grofe, which commonly is but 
a trickling rivulet, falls in a long fucceflion of cafcades. On reaching Richmond Hill, 
a very remarkable fpot of which mention will be made, the Grofe becomes confounded 
with the Nepean ; and both thefe rivulets, at the point of junction, lofe their name. 
The whole courfe of the Nepean is hitherto unknown ; on afcending it, however, you 
proceed :—firlt, to the feet of the mountains, and along their tides, in which courfe it 
defcribes a great curve to the parallel of Mount Hunter ; then towards the fouth 
through very fertile meadows, which it frequently overflows ; and laftly, the mountains 
themlelves, from which it runs \ beyond which point nothing is known of its origin or 
extent. Were one to judge from its diminutive breadth at this point one fliould efteem 
thefourceof the river at hand, but the immenfity of the inundations produced by the 
waters it occafionally brings down, fufficiently refutes this fuppolirion, and proves that it 
fprings from a confiderable dilhmee within the mountains, and has very vail ramifica¬ 
tions* Often, indeed, this river, apparently fo defpicable, fuddenly fweils ; its waters 
rife to a confiderable height; exceed ^their accuftomed barriers, and roll their waftefui 
torrents over the neighbouring fields, fpreading afar their ravage and exciting general 
alarm. Hitherto ft rangers to thefe frightful floods, the Englifh who fir ft fettled on the 
liawkcfbury river, experienced confiderable injury from them ; andeven frnce they have 
found no other means of avoiding the fpoliations of the floods than by conftr noting 
their dwellings at difhince from the dangerous banks of the river, or on eminences 
above the rife of its waters. Still, fpite of this double precaution, the farmers in the 
neighbourhood of the river are far from conceiving themfelves fecurefrom difafter j and 
how, in fa£t, can they reckon on always efcaping from inundations in which the waters 
rife above the common level of the river from twenty-five to thirty, forty, and even 
fifty feet* ; inundations which bear no relation to the natural courfe of the feafons, and 
which have been known to be renewed even as often as eleven times in the year. Thefe 
laft circumftances indeed more particularly merit our enquiries and meditations. 

Every body knows that in equatorial climates the year is divided into two- chief fea¬ 
fons, the dry and the rainy, this lafl corresponding to the epoch at which the fun 
reaches the tropic from the equator, enveloped, as one may fay, in the vapours which 
his beams have raffed, and which inceffantly refolved into rains fall in torrents, and are 
replaced by new aggregations of vapour fubjeft to like revolutions. At this epoch all 
the rivers fweli and overflow their banks, extenllve lands are buried beneath their 
waters, and even the air is filled ^vith moitl and dangerous haze. But now the fun re¬ 
trogrades towards the oppofite tropic, and carries in its fuite its vapours and mifts, its 
torrents and humidity, and fuddenly, in the regions it leaves, the air becomes more 
purified, the moiftened foil refumes itsfolidity, the rivers enter again their accuftomed 
beds, and vegetation fliews itfelf more rapid from the heat having diftended the veffels, 
and mollified the texture of plants. The effedts to which animals are liable are 
analogous ; their relaxed fibres become more tenfe, epidemics ceafe, and the human 
race is again reftored at once to plenty and to health. 

This rapid fketch of theprogrefs of the feafons in equatorial countries equally fuits 
thole regions immediately bordering on them j and, as high as 30 or 35 degrees of 
latitude fouth, all the grand phenomena of meteorology more or lefs aftedt the regular 
fucceffion of which I (peak. 

* In 1^09 or jo they rote fixtyfive feet. Ta. From Port Jackfon Gazette. 
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Thefe principles admitted it would not be extraordinary if the county of Cumber¬ 
land, comprized within the 35th degree of latitude fouth, fhould be expofed to con- 
iiderable inundations, did not the very nature of thefe inundations prefent the moll 
evident proof of their not being confequent on the rotation of the equatorial feafons. 
For in this rotation every thing is immutable, the rains and inundations have their dif- 
tin£t and appointed period ; they may be calculated upon and provided again 11; they 
occur but once in a year and never happen in oppofite feafons. While on the contrary, 
in what relates to the Hawkelbury River it has already been proved by experience, 
ill, that the overflowing of this lingular river takes place in all feafons of the 
year ; 2d, that the recurrence of this cir cum fiance varies from once or twice to eleven 
times in a year, without any reafon aflignable for the difference ; 3d, that thefe pro¬ 
digious inundations have no relation whatever to the conftitution of the atmofphere as 
affefted either by the violence or direction of the winds ; 4th, that they are indeed 
oftentimes preceded by violent tempefts, but that thefe tempefls themfelves may devolve 
from any point of the horizon without their influence on the inundations appearing 
more or lefs confiderable ; 5 th, that not only have thefe inundations no general rela¬ 
tion to the feafon of the year or the nature of the winds, but they do not even preferve 
any order with refpeft to their recurrence: in fa£t, fix months have pad without any' 
flood happening, while again, three or even four times in a month has the river over¬ 
flowed its banks. 

From all thefe fa£ts we may then deduce the remarkable confequence that the over¬ 
flowing of the rivers of New South Wales is not owing to the fame caufes as the inun¬ 
dations of equatorial countries, or even of thofe bordering on the tropics. 

On the other hand, thefe phenomena are as little explained by what takes place in 
temperate climates, where the grand floods are chiefly occafioned by the melting of 
the fnow, and in accumulated mountainous regions. The thaw in thefe is annual, 
and periodical; it commonly takes place in the fpring j at times, but very rarely does 
this happen, it is delayed until the dog-days: but when was it obferved in midft of the 
winter’s cold ? 

No other caufe therefore remains to which to affign the overflowings of the Hawkef- 
bury River, but the frequency and abundance of the rain which falls on thefe mountains 
where it has its fource: but, allowing this, how wonderful muft thefe heavy rains 
appear which can fuddenly occafion the waters of a fmall ftreainlet to rife to the height 
of from 30 to 50 feet, which happen at the mod oppofite feafons, occur fo frequently 
in a year, and in a manner fo independent of the conftitution of the atmofphere, of the 
courfeof the winds, or of tempefts! On what an immenfe extent of country muft they 
not fall at the fame time! How rapid their courfe through the mountains, at once, 
and almoft inftantaneoufly, to unite in fuch prodigious maffes! It muft be allowed that, 
in this, as in many other phenomena. New Holland defies our conciufions from com- 
parifons, mocks our ftudies, and fhakes to their foundations the mod firmly eftablifhed 
and mod univerfally admitted of our fcientific opinions. As we proceed in fpeaking 
of this continent, juftly denominated by the Englifh the unequalled and wonderful, 
we fiiall find ftill other and not lefs inconceivable examples of thefe apparently whim- 
fical freaks of nature: but before we revert to the fmall ftreamlets of Paramatta, which 
induced us to travel to the banks of the Hawkelbury, let us firft terminate what relates 
to this fingular river. 

If, by its inundations, it fpreads alarm among the cultivators fettled in its vicinage, 
what benefits, on the other hand, does it not diffufe over the country through which it 
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flows: bearing along in its courfe, from the fummit of the mountains, and from the 
interior of the continent, all the vegetable earth it meets in its way, it precipitates this 
earth into the vallies, deposits it into the fields it overflows, and accumulates it there in 
invaluable beds, the depths of which, according to M. Marfden, is not lefs than from 
30 to 60 feet; thus furnifhing inexhauftible aliment for the moft active and varied 
culture! Indeed, in no part of the world is the fecundity of the banks of this Auftral 
river exceeded ; without much toil, and with fcarceJy any tillage, the earth here pre- 
fents the molt grateful crops; wheat has here been feen to yield, the firfi: year of 
breaking up the land, 95, barley 140, and maize 200 for one. This is the chief gra¬ 
nary of the Englilh colony, and hence does it draw the provifion of wheat neceffary for 
its fupport; it is another Delta, comparable in every refpeft for fertility to that of 
Egypt. The Englilh, in faS, commonly defignate this river by the title of the Nile 
of New Holland *, nor are many circumftances wanting to juftify the companion $ like 
the Nile the Hawkefbury River hides its head in mountains which forbid accefs ; like this 
African river it is fubje& to overflow, and as does that brings from the mountains a 
vegetable earth to depofe it in the valley through which it takes its courfe ; finally, 
like the Nile, it is the fource of abundance and happinefs in a country generally wild 
and barren. 

The chief difference exifting between the two rivers is, in the circumftance of the 
overflowing of the Nile being only Angular in the year and periodical at the fame fea- 
fon, fo that the time of its occurrence, its progrefs and effedrs may be calculated ; while 
nothing fimilar applies to the Hawkefbury River. Another difference may be pointed 
out: in Egypt the failure of ihe expected inundation is a fource of dread to the 
farmer; in New Holland the excefs of the floods. Thus, even in its refemblance to 
the moft extraordinary phenomenon of the Old World, the fouthern continent appears 
to mock all reafoning deduced from analogy. 

The Angular picture 1 have exhibited not only fuits the river Hawkefbury ; all the 
other rivers, and even all the rivulets of the county of Cumberland, are fubjeft to fimf- 
lar increafe, an increafe apparently to be aferibed to copious rains falling on a conne&ed 
fpace of greater or lefs extent. 

The lady of Colonel Paterfon, who was anxious of accompanying us to C-aftle Hill, 
had come in her carriage to Paramatta f- We immediately after fet out to join Mr. 
Cox and his family at the farm he occupies on the fide of the river, which I have before 
deferibed ; here we flept, and the next morning early our whole party, enlarged by the 
addition of our hofts, departed for the fpot we were about to vifit. 

In proportion as we proceeded farther from Paramatta, the elevation of the ground 
became greater : the vicinage of Caftle Hill confifts of a number of hills divided from 
each other by pleafing vallies, through which ferpentine occafionat flender rivulets. 
The vegetable earth here feems, generally fpeaking, deeper and of fuperior quality to 
that at Paramatta. ^ J 

Of all the I'ettlements in New South Wales the-moft recent is Caftle Hill; when I 
was there fcarcely three years had elapfed from the foundation of the eftablifhment. 


* Collins, page 41 

t Here I cannot refrain a remark of importance: while 1 have feen colonies belonging to powerful 
European nations, and eftabhlhcd for centuries, in which not a (ingle carriage is kept, as an obieft of luxury 
and m which .t would be tmpoffiblc to make ufe of them, owing to the badnefs of the roads, in the town 

2 IC J a 7Vfl°- t, ' an 5 r £ ht ,Z £" “"“S” ° f s reat elegance and beauty are kept, independent 
oi a number ofwhiJkies and g.gs, diftnbuted over the whole furface of the colony. In the fliehteft 

^ve elanS* fi eT bc '' n 5 AM, not twenty years 

Lave dapied Luce the firtt appearance of civilized men on thefe fhores i 11 
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The growing town confifted then of no more than about a dozen houfes: but already 
large openings in the woods of the neighbouring hills were effected, and feveral 
pretty farms w'ere feen in the valleys. Six hundred convicts were employed in cutting 
new roads through the foreft, and in twenty different places rofe immenfe clouds of 
fmoak, arifing from the combultion of the trees felled on the newly ceded lands. 

For a long time the Englilh government, in order to prevent thefe deftruCfive con¬ 
flagrations, ordained that the lands fhould be cleared merely by felling the trees : it 
was hoped that the falient part of the Item, and the roots of them, foon decompoled by 
heat and humidity, fo far from being injurious to the labours of the field, would become 
a valuable compoft. This meafure is laid to be practifed with fuccefs in various parts 
of America; but the refult was difficult in New Holland, as if experience fhould, in 
every inftance on this continent, be found of no avail! The wood of the eucalyptus, 
which is fo rare a circumftance to meet with perfectly found, even in growing trees, 
and which promifes to be liable fo foon to perifh, preferved doubtlefs by its refinous 
matter from the deftru&ive a&ion of the air, is proof againll all changes of weather: 
in every quarter are feen yet in found condition the remains of thofe trunks felled 
fifteen years before, as well as the roots, which, from their fpreading wide and near 
the furface, greatly impede the labourer in his toil. In order to remedy this inconve- 
mienee, the cultivator is obliged to dig up thefe roots and ftems, though foinetimes they 
are confumed by fire, kept up for whole weeks together for this purpofe. 

This difficulty, which was not forefeen by the Englilh, obliged them to renounce the 
firft mode adopted for clearing the lands, and to have recourfe to fire: the method 
ufed is: firft, to infulate the portion of the foreft to be cleared by creating large inter¬ 
vals ; fire is lighted then at different places, and a few days fuffice to annihilate the 
growth of centuries. This laft method, befides it being the quickeft and molt eafy of 
effectuation, has the further advantage of extirpating, as I may fay, all heterogeneous 
plants; it likewife, at the fame time, imparts a beneficial warmth to the earth, which 
difpofes it to yield more abundant crops in the firft inftances; and the afhes of the 
burnt trees fumifh an excellent compoft. 

After taking refrefhment at Caftle Hill, we went to vifit a neighbouring eftate: 
ct I wifh,” faid M. Paterfon to me, ** to introduce you to a former countryman of 
yours, whom I rank among my friends; it is M. de la Clampe, once a colonel in the 
French fervice, who acquitted himfelf in an honourable manner during the laft wars 
in India, and who, forced by the events of the revolution to feek an afylum in Eng¬ 
land, conftantly refufed to take up arms againft his country. Tired, at length, of an 
inactivity fo little correfponding with his tafte and former habits, he entreated to be 
allowed to fettle in thefe diftant climates. Not only did the government comply with 
his requeft, it, moreover, fhewed its liberality to this refpeCtable character in a manner 
that has infured him, if not a brilliant, yet an ample and comfortable fubfiftence for the 
remainder of his life. In the three years he has refided at Caftle Hill, he has only 
once been to Sydney Town; he avoids fociety, and excufes himfelf from complying 
with the repeated invitations of his friends to dedicate his whole time to the purfuits of 
agriculture ; of his knowledge and induftry in this occupation you will foon be enabled 
to form a judgment.” 

We had now walked for the fpace of a quarter of an hour through a tufted wood, 
when the modeft abode and fields of the poor French colonel opened on our view. 
At the head of fix convicts, furmfhed by the Englilh government, we found him, fetting 
them himfelf an example of labour, and, like them, nearly ftripped to the Ikin. The 
unexpected arrival of fo numerous a party at firft difconcerted M. de la Clampe, who 
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feemed mortified at appearing before us in a drefs fo truly wretched that with difficulty 
did it allow of our difcriminating between the inafter and the men. He haflily ran to- 
the houfe, in order to drefs himfelf, and in a fliort time was with us again. 

The interior of the rural manor houfe, into which we entered, combined, with the 
greateft fimplicity, a fpecies of elegance, which clearly evinced the genius and tafte 
of the owner ; and this the more from the total abfence in it of any thing like pomp. 

Mr. Paterfon now introduced me to M. de Ja Clampe, and informed him of my objeft 
in vifiting this country. On hearing I was a Frenchman, the unfortunate emigrant 
advanced towards me, and embracing me with tranfport: « Ah Sir,” faid he, “ how 
is it with our dear fiance r W hat pleafure did I not receive in detailing to our 
interefting countrymen the fucceffion of prodigies by which a great man had fucceeded 
in reiloring happinefs and peace to our common country ! With what attention was 
my narrative heard! With what tender earneftnefs did the good colonel imprecate the 
biddings of Heaven on the head of the Firft Conful, and put up prayers for his long 


After a frugal repaft, we fallied forth to examine the farm of our hoft, he himfelf 
being our guide, and dilating, with vifible gratification, on the moft minute works, and 
thejr fuccefs : but of all that he pointed out nothing fo forcibly excited my attention a3 
a beautiful plantation of cotton and cocoa-trees, in a very promifing condition. M de 
la Clampe allured me that, by a feries of tedious and very nice experiments, he had 
fucceeded in railing cotton-trees, yielding cotton of various lhades, and efpecially that 
peculiar to the fine nankeens of China, a faft colour hitherto not obtained, whether by 
dint of culture, or by dyeing. “ Either I am much miftaken ” faid the colonel, « or 
in alhort time I {hall have created two branches of commerce and exportation for this 
colony of the greateft value; I have but this means left of acquitting the facred debt 
1 owe to a nation which gave ine Ihelter in the hour of misfortune ; and I am the more 
impatient lor the moment which will enable me to iatisfy this firft delire of my heart 
fifin'” 1 ^ 8 rat ^ u ^ e this will bell agree with my fentiments of delicacy and 

While I was thus employed in inveftigating a confiderable portion of this Angular 
colony, two of my colleagues, Meffrs. Depuch and Bailly, mineralogifts, belonging to 
the expedition, paid a viiit to Tongabee and Hawkefbury, the two laft towns of the 
county of Cumberland, and penetrated as far as to the weftern mountains. I fliali 
here tranfcnbe the chief details of their interefting excurfion from the manufcript 
airoroea me by M* Bailly. 1 

. ? ur fne ” ds ,e * Sydney Town, in company with the chief phyfician Mr. Thomfon, 
m the morning of the Sift of Oftober, proceeding by water as far as Rofe Hill, landing 
when at about two-thirds of the diftance, to vifit a final! brewery at which beer of an 
inferior quality is made from maize and a decoftion of hop fent from England. 

,, ■ ^ riym g ^5 Paramatta our two mineralogifts vifited the bed of the river, or rather 

^he nvulet of this town. “ The breadth of this bed, aud its depth, fays M. Bailly, 
compared with the fina l ftream of water flowing in it at that time, bin too forcibf y 

knd • h h,n th d r SI ° US J Ve t0 r Wh ! Ch “ 15 f " h S eQ: ’ and which occafionally defolates the 
SSn » ^efe inundations, fo alarming for the inhabitants, Angularly affift the geolo- 
gift m expofing to his view the confutation of the country. 

“ As we fliali foon demonftrate, the ftrata of freeftone, of which the whole 
o the country of Sydney Town and its environs is conftituted, extend thus far and 
ven much beyond this point; but thefe. ftrata at Paramatta are diftinguiflied from 
thofe at the former place by being incumbent on bituminous fchiftus impreffled with the 
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figures of plants* among which many fpecies of fern. The thicknefs of the ftrata of 
freeftone above the fchiftotis layers is of feveral feet* The fchift is difpofed in horizon¬ 
tal beds* and is alternated wkh freeftone, and pudding-ftone, impregnated wirh a black 
and bituminous matter* In midft of all thefe fubftances it is that the rivulet of Para¬ 
matta takes its eourfe. 

cc Were it allowable to judge from analogy* and from indices without number 
prefented in the conftitution of the foil* one might conclude that a confiderable quan¬ 
tity of coal exifts beneath Paramatta ; and the difcovery of this article at Port Stephen 
on the north* and at Hacking Port on the fouth of Port Jackfon, tends much to conform 
this conclufion. It may even be inferred that the feams of Paramatta lie but at 
little depth below the furface : this laft circomftance, the pofition of the town in the 
centre of the country, and the facility afforded to tranfport, uniting in affixing impor¬ 
tance to a mine here; fhould it really exift, it may reafonably be conceived* that 
the Britifh government will not long delay availing itfelf of the advantages it muft 
afford* 

At the diftance of four miles weft of Paramatta is the rifing town of Tongabee, 
whither our companions repaired : Part of the way thither/' continues M> Bailly, 
“ is through woods, the refid ue between fertile fields, in a ftateof cultivation* fpreading 
over Conftitution Hill, As yet Tongabee is only a village of fcattered houfes; it ftands 
on the margin of a rivulet in a fertile valley, furrounded by hills of flight elevation, 
all of them fubmitted to culture* Wheat forms the principal article here, and when 
we were at this place it was in flower and pro mi fed a grateful harveft* Tongabee, 
indeed, with good reafon, is reckoned one of the granaries of the colony* The popu¬ 
lation did not to us appear confiderable, but a pretty large number of houfes built of 
wood, and empty at the time, announced more occafional inhabitants than we had op¬ 
portunity of feeing. We indeed learnt that mod of the land at Tongabee being under 
culture on account of government, the convi&s employed on the works of the field 
refide here only at thofe periods when their labor is required, after which they are re¬ 
moved to different points of the colony where public or private works exadt their 
fervice* 

“ The road leading from Paramatta to Tongabee, and from this laft fpot to the town 
of Hawkefbury is wide, and kept in excellent order; infpe£tors appointed by govern¬ 
ment * looking to the prefervation of it in good condition, and direfting the neceffary 
repairs* 

To the diftance of three or four miles: beyond Tongabee the land is almoft wholly 
cultivated, and is covered with houfes and farms of lefs or greater extent and beauty* 
Beyond this diftance you reach a rivulet, which runs by the foot of a hil! of little 
elevation, but fteep, and over which, a bridge is thrown. At this rivulet the clearage 
of the wood terminates towards the N* E, of Tongabee. In this part of New South 
Wales a great number of cattle is reared, which, (pread over the country, might effefi 
confiderable injury to the fields in culture: to prevent this the proprietors have adopted 
a mode of enclofure pradtifed in North America, a mode which a great fuperfluity of 
timber alone can ju fifty, Large trees are laid horizontally on the ground, one upon 
another, and difpofed in a zig-zag manner, fo as to prefent alternately a falient and an 
inner angle* 

lfi The water of the rivulet of which I fpeak has a flightly faltifli tafte, a tafte not to 
be attributed to any admixture of fea-water \ this indeed lefs on account of its diftance 
from the ocean than the different level over which it runs. This brackifhnefs is the 
refuit, without any Ihadow of doubt, from its waffling in part of its eourfe fome xmne 
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of rock fair, as in various parts of the county of Cumberland large blocks of this fait 
have been found. 

“ Crofting the rivulet, until we reached the pariffi of Hawkefbury, we faw neither 
lioufes nor culture. The whole intermediate fpace is covered with wood, and is only 
removed from a perfeft fiat by a few very flight undulations of furface. Here, and 
there ponds of fre/h water are feen apparently formed by the rains. 

“ ihe thicknels of the foreft had hitherto excluded all fight of the Blue Mountains, 
when, at iaft, a few miles before we reached Hawkefbury, a natural ODening prefented 
them to our view. From this point they fliewed themfelves in form of a vaff curtain 
ffretched towards the N. W. along the horizon. No break, no peak was perceptible, 
the courfe of this immenfe chain was marked by one regular horizontal line. 

“ At about a mile from Hawkefbury we quitted the foreft, and the eye wandered 
with pleafure over well-cultivated lands, meeting with no obftru&ion but the mountains, 
which, at a diftance of feven or eight miles, rife like an immenfe rampart. A number 
of houl'es, irregularly dilpofed on the right bank of the river, in this place very fteep, 
forms what is denominated Hawkefbury Town. Among thefe houl'es, that of the 
governor is diftinguifhed from the reft by its handfome appearance,and by its favorable 
fite; it is feparated from the river only by a very large garden terminated by a hand¬ 
fome terrace. A number of other houfes difperfed over the adjacent country announce 
fo many rich farms to which they belong. A fheet offrefh water curves in a ferpentine 
form through the country comprized between the foreft we had juft left and the 
Hawkefbury River. This flieet of water, confined by lofty banks, is of great depth, 
and about twenty paces over: it is crofted by a wooden bridge, ere&ed by a private 
perfon to whom in confequence the government granted a right of toll for a certain 
number of years.” 

At Hawkefbury our friends took up their abode-at the houfe of M. Arndell the 
phyfician and chief magiftrate of the town *, to whom Governor King favoured them 
with letters of recommendation, and who received them with the moft friendly kind- 
nefs. At the I pot where the town is fituate the river is about as broad as the Seine at 
Paris, and high as here vefiels of fifty ferns are able to afcend. <( This river,” fays M. 
Bailly, “ did not appear to us to abound in fifli, but it produces Iparingly two kinds, one 
refenibling the carp, and the other the gudgeon/’ 

After a curfory glance over the town, my companions proceeded to the foot of the 
Blue Mountains by water. The benevolent M. Arndell procured them a guide who 
knew the country, on which M. Bailly thus purfues his remarks. “ We travelled 
through well cultivated fields, in midft of which were fprinkled houfes and farm-yards 
forming a pleafing contraft with the forefts by which a portion of the country continues 
yet to be covered. 1 hree or four miles beyond the town cultivation ceafes, and at this 
diftance the foreft again is feen uncleared, ftretching along both fides of the river, 
which in this part isconflantly of confiderable breadth, though become fo much fhallower 
as to have but five or fix feet water. Numerous trees here obftruft its courfe and render 
it difficult of navigation;. running foul of one of thefe we with great difficulty were 
difengaged. . 3 

On the left bank of the river, where the foreft begins, an efcarpment is feen, the 
talus of which forms an angle of more than 8o degrees. This efcarpment continues 
along the river the fpace of two miles, and is whollv compofed of black fchift apparently 
in horizontal layers. Notwithftanding the fteepnefs of this declivity, paths were dif- 

Tliis gentleman poffdTes an eft ate of 630 acres, of which 70 confift of wheat, 40 of maize, 20 of barley, &c. 
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tinguifhed which our guides averred were frequented by the natives, on the expertnefs 
and agility requifite for which purpofe no comment is neceffary. 

44 On the margin of the river we perceived, at intervals, fhingle in great heaps, borne 
down by the violence of the ft ream. This fliingle confided o i a mixture of granite., 
porphyry, and other matter brought from the primitive mountains ; fmaller and more 
rare in the vicinage of Hawkgfbury, the dones encreafe in fize and frequency as the 
river is higher afcended ; thefe laft circumdances engendered the hope that wc fhould 
in little time approach the fite of their origin, and the prefumption was farther augmented 
by the proximity of the mountains. 

14 Beyond the efcarpment I have noticed, the country again becomes vtfible, and 
farms and cultured lands border both fidcs of the riven At the extremity of thefe 
lands, on the left bank of the dream, is a fmall mount of Oight elevation, termed 
Richmond Hill, where the country ceafes to be cleared, and where alfo the river is no 
longer navigable by boats of any great draught of water, on account of fand banks by 
which it is obftrufted. M. Arndell, who had forefeen this obftacle, had directed our 
boatmen to procure for us at Richmond Hill a very fmall boat, capable of carrying us 
over thefe banks. 

“ now f oon reac bed a fmall low idet entirely compofed of fliingle, on which 
grow fome A unted trees. Here the right arm of the river * was nothing but a (lender 
rill, and .the left arm | alone was navigable : this arm however continued fo but for a 
diort didance, being obd rafted by beds of fhingle, on which we continually grounded* 
Moreover, the dope of this branch was fo eonfiderable here that, in order to overcome 
the ftrength of the current, the men were obliged to get into the water, and drag the 
fkifF along. 

46 After contending for a long time with this lad obdacle we refolved on landing, 
and got on fliore on the idet noticed. The fliingle of which, as we have obferved, it is 
compofed, con fids of a variety of fubdances, but mod efpecially of thofe which form 
primitive mountains; granite, porphyry, gneifs or micucious fchift conftitute the majo¬ 
rity, confounded with bituminous fchid, freeftone, pudding-done, breccias, and other 
fubftance of fecondary origin- From the primitive dones adverted to being found no 
where but in the bed of the river, we mud perforce conclude that the mountains whence 
they are brought are themfelves of primitive nature: dill, as yet, the Englifh have 
been unable to extend their refearches beyond the banks of freeflone of which the 
foremoft tiers of mountains are compofed, which banks alfo extend to the fea, 

44 Thwarted by the different obftacles to our ulterior navigation, and deditute of the 
means neceffary for penetrating foreds through which no roads are cut, and which pre- 
fent no refourcesof any kind, my colleague and myfelf at length determined to return 
to Hawkefbury. The current of the river much facilitated our progrefs now, and foon 
did we pafs the fand banks and dielves which retarded us on our advance to the moun¬ 
tains* We were moreover indebted in great meafure for this facility to a circumftance 
the concurrence of which had not entered into our computation- The flowing in of 
the tide had raifed the waters of the river about three decimeters \ notwithdanding we 
were at a didance from the fea, computing the windings of the river, of more than 
one hundred miles* From this obfervadon it refuks : that the difference of level 
between the foot of the Blue Mountains and the fea fliore does not exceed from fix to 
nine decimeters §, feeing the rife of tide at Port Jackfon is commonly not more than 
four to five feet.” 

* The river Grofe. + The Nepean, J A foot Engliffw $ 2 or 3 feeu 
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After this detail of his intereftingexeurfion, M.Bailly gives the refult of his refearches 
into the mineral productions of the county of Cumberland as follows: 

“ independent of the quartzy freeftone, of which the bafe of the country from the 
fea to the mountains is compofed, large fpaces are found covered with fchift, but this is 
of pofterior formation to the freeftone, as is evident from its incumbency on that 
fubftance. 

Both the freeftone and fchift are horizontally diipofed, or at leaft, in a direction 
very nearly parallel to the horizon; occafionally their thicknels exceeds feveral 
yards, at other times but a few lines: commonly there is little adherence in the one 
ftratum to the other, and they are readily feparated. 

“ In the freeftone cavities more or lefs large are found as in geodes (lithotomi 
cavemofi), lined with a fpecies of oxidated haematites of iron, diffolved by water and 
afterwards depofited. 

“ On the beds of fchift and freeftone repofes the vegetable earth, of little depth near 
the fea, but increafing in depth in proportion to the diftance from its Ihores, and, on the 
banks of the Hawkefbury River, acquiring very confiderable thicknefs. 

*' Vegetable earth does not appear to be the exclufive depofit made on the beds of 
freeftone; for there are alfo found on them feams of ferruginous clay, exceedingly 
compact, and ferving to make excellent bricks. ° 

“ In other parts, and efpecially the vicinage of Sydney Town on the road to 
Paramatta, other feams are found of a whitilh clay, mixed with quartz, mica, and a 
’ferruginous matter, apparently carbonated iron. This remarkable combination which 
has been compared to, and does not ill refemble granite in a decompofed ftate, was 
deferibed fome years back in the Philofophical Tranfaftions of the Royal Society of 
London, under the name of Sydneyte, or Sydneya, and was noticed as a new fubftance, 
although it contains no new element. This clay, or rather this mixture, is fuccefsfully 
employed in the manufacture of divers kinds of pottery, for which purpofe feveral 
kilns have, been erected at the village of Brick Field. I have feen of their production 
fome fpecimens, equally remarkable for the finenefs of the pafte of which they were 
made, and for their whitenefs. - 

“ Throughout the whole extent of country occupied by the Englifti, and in its 
neighbourhood, Port Stephen, for example, the river Hunter, Port Hacking, Bateman 
Bay, &c. not the leaft veftige of any calcareous ftone, has hitherto been found; and, in 
every part, the inhabitants are fain to ufe for making lime the fhells of oyfters and 
other fiih, of whieh confiderable quantities are found at Botany Bay. In vain has 
government proffered handfome rewards for the difeovery of any ftratum of limeftone; 
all fearch after this article has hitherto proved fruitlefs, nor is there room for fuppofing 
that any will hereafter be found*. 1 6 

“ On the road from Hawkelbury to Tongabee, at nearly an equal diftance from the 
two towns, we obferved .oxidated hematites of iron, in chambers. This fubftance was 
diffufed in Iai ge qucintities^ and in maffes of confiderabk; volume^ over the furface of 
the foil; we conjectured it could not have been brought from any great diftance, and 
that it had been coined at this fpot by fome particular accident, the nature of which 
it would be difficult to fathom, as there is no mine yet worked in the country. This 
■matter appeared to us fufceptible of yielding excellent iron; and in a country where 


who Ae beginning of February 1798 accompanied three convlds on an attempt to pafa 
Wh ft n mountains, by order of the governor, at a difiance of between feventy and eighty miles nearly 
fouth well of Paramatta, difeovered both limefione and coal. Tr. ^ Y 
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wood is £0 extremely abundant, the difcovery of a mine of this defcription could not 
fail of becoming on many accounts very valuable. 

“ This iron excepted, no metallic fubftance has hitherto been difcovered # ; and 
among the pebbles depofned by the river, nothing which I faw juftifies the prefumption 
of the exiftence of any vein in the interior of thefe mountains. 

“ Of all the mineral productions of the Englifh colony the mod abundant and ufeful 
is coal. At Port Hacking and Port Stephen immenfe beds of it are found, almoft at 
the furface, and Hoping in almoft every direction. This coal is of excellent quality, 
its only fault being in its too greatly abounding in bitumen: it is ufed at Sydney Town 
for domeftic purpofes; and cargoes of it, freighted for Bengal and the Cape of Good 
Hope, have gone to very profitable markets. 

“ Independent of coal, which I fufpeft exifts under the foil of Paramatta, my col¬ 
league, M. Dupuch, and myfelt, difcovered at the foot of the mountains large mafles 
of bituminous fchiftus, which burns with a very lively flame, exhales a decidedly bitu¬ 
minous fmell, and yields a thick fmoke. The pieces of this fchift lofe nothing of their 
priftine figure by combuftion ; fire only renders them more brittle, and deprives them 
of. their colour. In a country deftitute of coal, and in which wood fhould be fcarce, 
this fchiftus would be a valuable acquifition. 

“ lo the mineral Jubilances I have previoufly noticed muft be added fal gemma 
(rock fait), of which I underftand very confiderable quantities have been found in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the colony; I myfelf faw a fpecimen of this article in pofleffion of the 
governor, more than a foot in diameter. 

_ “ After having terminated our mineralogical obfervations at the foot of the Blue 
Mountains, and in the vicinage of Hawkeibury, we refumed the road to Paramatta, 
which we entered the next day. During the fhort flay we made here, I went to vifit a 
tannery, which yet, indeed, was of no great confequence, but which will annually 
increafe in proportion to the augmenting number of cattle. I faw here fome feal-fkins, 
tanned into a leather applicable to many economical ufes. 

,e I muft not conclude this narrative without noticing the liberal conduQ; of the 
governor of the colony and of Mr. Arndell. The boats, rowers, guide, and inter¬ 
preter, all were provided for us by the Englifh government; our chief even refufed us 
the provifions neceffary for the excurfion.” 

Not only is it in its mountains and rivers, its winds and ftorms, that New South 
Wales prelents a feries of grand phenomena ; in its vegetables and animals nature in a 
fimilar manner has every where fhown herfelf extraordinary; the hiftory of its inhabi¬ 
tants like wife adduces many ftriking Angular ides, nor muft be omitted that afforded by 
the admirable fyftem of colonization introduced by England on thefe diftant fliores. 
But the too great length of this chapter already forbids ulterior details: to another 
feafon muft I delay the expofition of the valuable confequences to be expected from the 
laft-mentioned circumftance, and firft terminate what concerns our ftay at Port 
Jackfon, ‘ , 

I have already obferved that the Naturalifte, freighted with the colledtions and vali- 
tudinarians of both fhips, was about to return with Captain Hamelin to France. In 
confequence of this determination Mefi'rs. Lefchenault, Faure, and Bailly, the only 
ones of my colleagues who remained belonging to that veffel, were turned ova* to the 
Geographe, which, on the other hand, loft M. Depuch, too much exhaufted to be able 

* Indices of copper and tin have however fince the period at which our author wrote, as is reported, 
been difcovered, Ta* * 
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to continue the voyage with us, together with MeffrSi Bougainville, the foil, Maurouard 
and Brue, rnid hipmen of the firlt clafs: thefe three gentlemen had the misfortune to 
incur the pointed hatred of our commander, and were condemned by him in confe- 
qttence to this fpecies of tranfportation, as well as our fecontl phylician, M. Taillefer, 
the fame whofe devotion to the relief of our fick has before been noticed # . 

r fhefe fad and laft arrangements made, we fet fail on the iSth of November in the 
morning, after a Hay at New South Wales of one hundred and fifty^two days. Before, 
however, I refume the hiftory of our voyage, it feems to me the more requifite I fhould 
exhibit the refute of my experiments on the phyfical ftrength of the lavages of the 
county of Cumberland, as this object is connected with feveral matters already known 
lo the reader. 

CHAP. XX .—Experiments on the phyfical Strength of the Savages of Diemen*s Land i 

New Holland y and the Inhabitants of Timor ; on that of the French , and Eng/ijh. 

1 IIAT fmgular asra is Hill frdh in the memory of all, in which individuals of cele¬ 
brity, carried away by an ardent imagination, and foured by misfortunes infeparable 
from focial life, were feen to exclaim again ft that ftate, raifprize its advantages, and 
alcribe, on the contrary, to favages all the Iburces of happinefs and every principle of 
virtue. Their fatal eloquence unfettled the public mind ; for the firft time, men of 
fenfe were heat'd to lament the progrefs of civilization, and figh for that wretched 
condition rendered illuftrious by the feduftive title of a Hate of nature. Happily, 
modern voyages, by making us fucceffively acquainted with fo many nations of favages* 
have enabled us to appreciate the value of thefe vain fophifins ; in this inftance, our ex¬ 
pedition will have rendered material fervice to found philofophy. 

Of all the advantages which the panegyrifts of the ftate of nature attributed to 
favages, that on which they moft efpecialiy and moll generally infilled was fuperior 
ftrength. The confequence and companion of health, ftrength, indeed, if it were the 
excluflve appendage, or even if it were more peculiarly the endowment of the favage 
would certainly have given to him a title to preference, and have deprived the civilized 
condition of life of one of the moft allured pledges of happinefs. Hence have the 
detraftors of the iocial fyftem declaimed with all the powers of eloquence on the 
fuppofed degradation in this refpect of civilized man, and haye endeavoured to eftab- 
lifh their opinion as a fundamental principle* Till now, indeed* means were wanting of 
fati&faiftory contradiction by an exaCt comparifon of the ftrength of different individuals 
and nations, and no direCt experiments to this effect could coiifequently be made. 
M, Coulomb, in his memoir fubmitted to the Inftitute in the year 6, had only for objeft 
to determine the quantum of daily labour which Frenchmen could affeft according to 
the different modes of applying their ftrength. Prevented by circumftances from pro- 
feciitmg them himfelf, this illuftrious naturalift was only enabled to point out to others 
tfm experiments which fhould be made on other people, and the various modifications 
which climate and the quality of the food were likely to occafion in their degrees of 
ftrength. We fhall have occafion fhortly to demonftrate by our experiments how juft: 
his opinions were on this fubjeft. This portion of the hiftory of man, at the time of our 

It is pkafing for one to be enabled to add, that our three companions, as foon as they aimed la 
■ uropc r \'ere promoted to lieutenancies ; and that all have rendered themfelvee confpicuous in late engage¬ 
ments, s to M, I aillefer, Hib Excdlancy Vice-Admiral Deeres, mimllerof the navy, by caufing him 
o be appointed by His Majefty the Emperor, furgeoi>maj[or of the battalion of marines of the Imperial 
guard, nobly rewarded hia fervices, 
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departure from Europe, was one which ftill further excited the intereft: and zeal of 
naturalifts. 

Regnier, by the invention of the dynanometer had recently opened a wider field to 
refearches of this kind. Without being perfect, no doubt, without being capable of 
minutely afcertaining the precife degree of flrength, this inflminent neverthelefs pre¬ 
fen ts very clofe approximations, and at any rate, indicates the comparative force applied 
with more exactitude, as I have experienced in three years 1 practice, than could at fir ft 
be expected. This inftrutnent I had the advantage of carrying firft abroad and of 
employing among the people of the fouthern henvfphere: I neglected nothing to pro¬ 
fit by it as largely as poffible ; and if from circumftances I have been prevented from 
giving to my experiments the latitude that could be wiflted, at leaft have l rendered 
valuable thofe which I made by their minute precifion. 


SECT. I. — Experiments on the Savages of Diemetfs Land. 

On Diemen’s Land and the contiguous ifland Maria, exifts a race of men entirely 
differing from that by which the continent of New Holland is peopled. In ftature the 
individual of this race is fimilar to Europeans, but diffimilar in his extraordinary con¬ 
formation. With a large head, efpecially remarkable by its length from the chin to 
the fmciput, he has broad fiioulders, fturdy loins, and the thighs generally mufcular, 
but at the fame time almoft every one has the extremities flender, long, and weak, with 
a big belly, falient and formed like a balloon. In other matters, thefe people are defti- 
tute of chiefs, properly (peaking, of laws, of regular government, and of arts of any 
kind ; and are without any notion of agriculture, or of animals domefticated for fervice; 
they wear no cloaths, have no fixed abode or fhelter but what is aftorded by "wretched, 
fcreens made of bark to defend them from the cold fouthern blafts ; nor have they any 
other arms but the club and the fpear. Conftantly a wanderer amid the forefts or 
along the Ihores of the fea, the inhabitants of thefe regions undoubtedly poffeffes every 
char after iftic of uncivilized man, and pre-eminently merits the diftin&ion of the child 
of nature. Still, how widely does he differ, either regarded in a moral or phyfical point 
of view, from thofe delufive portraits of him, the offspring of fancy and enthufiafm, 
which fyftem-makers have drawn, and placed in competition with man in focial life! 

With men fo brutal as we found thefe to be, our communications, if not rare, were 
difficult and accompanied by danger j and, as will have been feen, the chief of our 
interviews with them terminated, ou their part, in hoftile aggreffions. 

If our general communications with themwasfo fpare, our dynanometrical obfervations 
were ftill more fo. Hence, fpite of exertion, have I been enabled on thefe Ihores to 
obtain but few data, and thofe incomplete, as I was unable to induce any of the inha¬ 
bitants to try the flrength of their loins. However, as all my experiments were made 
on individuals of the ftrongeft conftitutions, and as their refults vyere clear and fimilar, 
we may fearlefsly apply them generally to the individuals of this firft race: now thefe 
refults uniformly exhibit a want of flrength truly extraordinary. For, though my ex¬ 
periments were repeated on the in oft vigorous clafs of the population^ that between, 
eighteen and forty years of age, no Diemenefe was found capable of making the needle 
advance beyond 6o°, and twelve obfervations on different individuals gave for a 
mean 50,6*. W^fliall prefently fee the difference between this and the mean of ex¬ 
periments made on Europeans. 


* The dercription and ufe oF this mUniment, flluftratedby a plate, may be feen in Vot i. p, 399. of 
the Philofophical Magazine. T«. 
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SECT, IL —Experiments on the Savages of New Holland . 

New Holland, from Wilfon’s Promontory in thefouth, to Cape York in the nortfr, 
appears to be inhabited by a fecond race of men, differing effentially from any hitherto 
known. The ftature of thefe men is nearly the fame as that of the inhabitants of Die- 
men’s Laud ; but, independent of other charaderiftics, they differ from the race pre- 
cedmgly defcribed, in the lighter colour of their fkin, in the nature of their hair, which 
is fleek and long, and in the remarkable ihape of their head, which isfmaller, and, in- 
ftead of being longer from their chin to the fmeiput, is in meafure compreffed at the 
crown. The back of this people is likewife in general Ms broad ; in other refpe&s 
the fame difproportion exifts in them between the trunk and the members, the fame 
weakncfs and flender fhape of the latter, and, in many inftances, the fame tumefa&ion 
of the belly. For what regards the focial ftate, the inhabitants of New Holland are 
hitherto unacquainted with agriculture, or the ufe of metals; like the inhabitants- of 
Diemen’s Land, they go without raiment, and are deftitute of laws, worfhip, arts, or 
any affured means of fupport ; being obliged, like the Diemenele, to depend on the 
fcrefts or the fea-fhore for their fuftenance. But among thefe already are the firft ele¬ 
ments of focial organization perceptible : the different hordes comprize a larger num¬ 
ber of members \ they have chiefs \ their dwellings, though built in a coarfe ftyle, 
are more numerous and of fuperior ftrufture \ their arms are more varied and for¬ 
midable \ they are more venturefome on the water \ their mode of hunting is more re¬ 
gular \ and their wars more general; already they refpeft the rights of nations in lome 
degree 5 and, finally, they have tamed the dog, and make him their companion in 
hunting and in war. But again, equally brutal with the people of Diemen’s Land, 
they a? 1 even more averfe from Grangers. Dampier, Cook, LaPeroufe, and Flinders, 
at different places, and at different periods, have been obliged to repel their infuks by 
fire-arms, and we ourfelves avoided having recourfe to this expedient only by taking to 
flight. 

Seventeen favages of the fouthern continent made experiments of their ftrength by 
the dynamometer, among whom fourteen were between eighteen and forty years of age, 
and confequently of that period of life when man is ftrongeft. Still the fame cha- 
ra&eriftic of weaknefs obferved among the Diemenefe was apparent here. One alone 
caufed the needle to advance tp 63%. and the mean ftrength of the fourteen individuals 
fcarcely exceeded 51°. Some indeed were fo weak as fcarcely to be able to raife the 
needle to 40°. 

The ftrength of their loins fumifhed, on experiment, the fame refults : if the young 
OorooMarebe excepted, who caufed the needle to rife to 19% none were able to make 
it advance fo far as 18° \ and fo much inferior was the renal ftrength of the remainder 
as to give fcarcely 14.8° for a mean. 

SECT.-III. — Experiments on the ftrength of the inhabitants of Timor . 

In afcending from the Diemenefe to the people of New Holland, we reach the firft 
removal from the pure favage ; in order to perfect the fcale of gradation from the ftate 
of nature to the approximation towards focial order found in the inhabitants of Timor 
feveral fteps are wanting ; the fecond removal might be exhibited by the people of New 
Guinea ; a third by thole of New Zealand $ a fourth, according to the molt authentic 
accounts, by the races inhabiting the great equatorial ocean j and the population of 

Timor 
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Timor and the Molucca illands would conftitute the fifth remove. Unfortunately 
three of the intermediate gradations have not yet been fufficiently examined to juftify 
any pofitive affertion refpefting them, I lhall therefore limit my obfervations to an 
expofition of the refult of my experiments on the Malays of Timor, and the neighbour¬ 
ing iflands Pooloo Rotti, Soombawa, Sernawoo, Macaffar, Ende, and Solor. Of 
fimilar defcent, inhabiting the fame climate, fubjedt to the fame laws and cuftoms, and 
fubfifting on fimilar aliment, all of thefe may, I conceive, be claffed together without 
any fenfible error ; and with thefe likewifefome Chinefe, who for centuries eftablifhed 
oil thefe iflands from father to fon, may be looked upon .as indigenous. 

The Malays are not the aborigines of the iflands of the great archipelago of Afia. 
Brutal and fanguinary conquerors, they invaded them at a period of which hi (lory or 
even tradition preferves no recolleftion, Eftablifhed on the fhores of the fea, they are 
colleded together in numerous and regular focieties, and inhabit towns or villages of 
great or fmall extent. Subjedt to Kings poffeffed of different extenfion of authority, 
and, by their commerce with Europeans, railed to a tolerable degree of civilization, 
they exercife different arts, addict themfelves to agriculture, and ihe care of flocks, to 
fifhery, trade, and navigation, as fully as their natural apathy and defire of gain allow. 
Offspring of the ferocious warriors of Malacca, they preferve the language of their an- 
ceftors, their manners, cuftoms, laws, and religion, but, by long fubjedtion to th^ 
Portugueze and Dutch, they have happily loft a portion of their original ferocity. 

Fifty-fix individuals of this generation were fubjedted to my experiments. In them 
was noticed ; that between eighteen and thirty years of age ftrength encreafes, fo as at 
the latter nearly to double the degree exerted at the former period ; that it augments 
but trivially from thirty to forty ; and that it gradually diminiflies from forty to fifty, 
and from fifty to fixry. Thefe experiments moreover gave for the mean degree of 
manual ftrength 58,7° ; for that of the reins 16,2°, 

SECT. IV. —■ Experiments on the ftrength of the French. 

'With favages, or thofe but flightly civilized, fuch as thofe of which we have fpoken,. 
dynanometrical obfervations are more correctly obtained in a general point of view than 
can ever be the cafe among Europeans. Our numerous population, the diverfity of 
profeflions followed by the individuals of which it is compofed, our habits of life, aliment, 
&c. prevent any fair comparifon ; for in order to find the mean ftrength of a nation, 
of the French for example, fuch a multitude of experiments would be neceflary on 
fubjedts taken from all claffes of fociety, as to render a juft conclufion next to impof- 
fible. Not fo with hordes ef favages, efpecially thofe of New Holland and Diemen’s 
Land : in thefe parts the population is fo thin that the nioft numerous tribes confift 
fcarcely of fifty individuals ; and here all difference of rank, exercife, and food is un¬ 
known : with fimilar wants and fimilar refources all have the lame labours to follow, 
the fame privations to undergo, and indulge in the fame enjoyments. This uniformity, 
conftanrly exifting through every ftage of life, occafionsaphyfical and moral (imilitude 
in thefe individuals of which no idea can be formed in focial life. Hence I do not 
hefitate, not with (landing the fmall number of obfervations made by me on the inha¬ 
bitants of Diemen’s Land and New Holland, nay, even of limor, to look upon the 
refults as much more precife than a more numerous feries of experiments made on 
Euronean nations could poflibly be. I am therefore far from difpoled to deduce any 
conference, from the few dynanometrical experiments made on the Englifh and 

French, decifive of the actual ftrength of thefe two people. I merely prefent them as 

affording 
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affording Tpecimens by which a better judgment may be formed of the weakness.of the 
favage nations before noticed j which fpecimens alio are the more adapted for this pin - 
pofeasrhe individuals on whom the experiments were made, were of fimilar ages, and 
of different profeflions ; merchants, military men, judges, naturalifts, pliyficians, 
fuilors, &c. ; and as the experiments were made by them while under the influence ci 
the fame climate. 

The manual ftrength of feventeen Frenchmen gave fqr a mean 69,2 that of the 
loins 22,1°. 

SECT. V. — Experiments on the ftrength of the Englifh, 

The mean refult from fourteen experiments made on Engliflnnen, gave for the 
ftrength of the hands 71,4®; for that of the loins 23,8 3 . The flight difference between 
this refult and that of the experiments on the French, may poffibly have been occafioned 
by the latter having returned from a long fea voyage, while the Englifh, who tried the 
dy nanometer, were principally thofe refident on fliore * : other little circumftances, local 
or individual, might Hkewife have been the caufe of the difference ; whence, to draw 
any deduction as to the relative force from thefe experiments would be ridiculous. 

SECT. VI. — General refult of experiments on the ftrength of the fa-vages of Diemen s 
Land and New Holland, of the inhabitants of Timor, the French and the Englijh. 

Combining the refults of the feries of experiments on the four different nations, it 
follows that the manual ftrength at a mean was in the following proportions exprefled in 
kilogrammes and lbs. avoirdupois. 

Of the people of Diemen’s Land - * 

•--New Holland 

-Timor - » 

The French - * 

The Englifh - 

The force of the loins in the undermentioned, expre 
avoirdupois, were 


Of the people of Diemen’s Land 

■-New Holland 

-Timor 

The French 
The Englifh 

Hence there may be drawn as conclufions, 

1 ft. That the inhabitants of Diemen’s La 


* The only exception was the captain of a merchantman, of the name of Smith, whofc manual ftrength 
was exceeded by that of Michaux alone on the part of the French, the compreffion of the inftrument by 
Smith giving 79, hy Michaux 82 : but if Smith founds fuperior in manual ftrength, in ftrength of loins 
he furpantd all, either f rench or Englifh, the dynanometer giving for his draught (landing on the foot of 
theiuftiument, and pulling upward, 31 myriagrammes, white the moll powerful among the French, Lieut. 
L. Freyciniit, could only draw the needle to 20,5. Tr, 

9 - ad. That 


Kilogrammes. 

Lbs,, avoird. and 

decimals. 

50,6 

1 ”>57 
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104,21 
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129,43 

69,2 

i 5 2 = 5 8 

7 L 4 
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357) I 9 

22,1 

487,28 
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2cl, That the inhabitants of New Holland, a degree removed from the former to¬ 
wards civilization, are much inferior in ftrength to thole of Timor, though in a flight 
degree ftronger than the Diemenefe. 

3d, That the inhabitants of Timor, both in the hands and loins, are vaftly weaker 
than either the Englifh or French. 

And from thefe conclufions may further be deduced : 

’■I hat phyfical ftrength is not always the greater in proportion to the decreafe of 
civilization ; and that it is not a uniform and natural confequence of a favage ftate. 

Such are the deductions from the experiments I was enabled to make with the dyna¬ 
mometer during a long and tedious voyage : I did intend to continue them at the Cape 
of Good Hope upon the Hottentot race; but the interell of fctence impelled me to 
make a lacrince at the Ifle of France of the inftrument to which I was indebted for 
thefe afcertainments, I delivered it, by direction of the governor of the colony, to 
M. Chapotin, chief phyfician, and may reafonably prefume that in his hands it will 
produce new information. No country indeed is better adapted than the Ifland of 
France for obfervations of this defcription, where, on a limited fpace, the inhabitants 
of all climates are collected : the negro from the banks of the Senegal and the Niger, 
the fierce Yolof, the proud Maiyache, the warlike and colofl'al Caffre, the robuft inha¬ 
bitant of Mozambique, in fhort, all the black legions of Africa are here confounded 
together $ here too are feen the cruel Malay from the rocks of Macaflar, and the 
peaceful inhabitants of the Sunda, and Molucca iflands j the indolent, weak, and gentle 
v race which drink the waters of the Indus and the Ganges, are numerous there; and 
fome of the individuals of the iflands of the great ocean begin to make their appear¬ 
ance : finally, thoufands of fliips annually touch here from all quarters of the globe. 
What valuable information, provided experiments with the dynamometer were care¬ 
fully made by an intelligent man, might there not therefore be obtained from fuch a 
multiplicity of nations, fo different one from the other! But, without anticipating the 
advantages of a work of this kind conducted with propriety, I fhall make fome general 
remarks on the prefumptive caufes of the weaknels of the three nations of which I 
have fpoken. 

SECT. VII.— On the prefumptive Caufes of the Weaknef of the Inhabitants of Diemens 

Land, New Holland , and Timor. 

Having eftablifhed the fadt by direct experiments of the very remarkable weak- 
nefs of the people of Diemen’s Land, New Holland, and Timor, the enquiry follows t 
is this vveaknefs to be attributed to their mode of life and the abfence of civilization ? 
This problem, as difficult as it is interefting, doubtlefs requires for its l'olution a greater 
number of data than I have collected ; (till thefe appear to me fufceptible of throwing 
much light on the queftion. 

Modern phyfiologifts agree that, every thing in other refpedts being the lame, bodily 
ftrength is beft created and maintained by abundant and healthy nourilhment, and by 
conftant and moderate exercifc. A temperature of the atmofphere inclinable to col 4 
is regarded as a third advantage, though of lefs general confequence, and lels indiC. 
penfable than the preceding. Regarding thefe as caufes, the reverfe of them muft be 
liable to produce oppofite effefts. Thefe elements admitted, the caufes of the weaknef® 
of the nations in queftion fhould, in my efteem, appear equally fimple and efficient. 
To prove this it will be fufficient I fhould in a fuccinQ: manner recapitulate the phyfical 
ftate of the country, on which by nature thefe different people are placed. 
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\Jl. The Inhabitants of Timor, 

The large ifland Timor, too little known to Europeans, and efpecially to naturaltfts, 
is, in every refpect, one of the mod fertile the world can boaft. Without digrefling 
into a difplay of its vegetable and animal productions, it may be fufficient I fhould 
obferve that every kind of fruit peculiar to the climate of India is found here in pro- 
fufion, without requiring of man any other labour than to gather it: rice is of fuperior 
quality ; the mod valuable roots, potatoes, ignames, manioc, and many others unknown 
to me, are in greatell plenty; in fine, the vegetable kingdom exhaufts here all its 
ftores. 

In the animal region nature is equally profufe. Round the cabin of the indolent 
Malay are conftantly feen immenfe l'warms of poultry, ducks, pigs, goats, fheep, buffa¬ 
loes, horfes, &c. All the neighbouring forefts abound in flocks and herds of thefe 
animals, again become wild and wanderers- To thefe add numerous legions of mon¬ 
kies and enormous bats, the flelh of which is held a luxury by the Malays, and is 
truly tender and delicate; and it muff be granted that here the inhabitants have 
nothing left to wilh for. I fay nothing of birds, however various their genera and 
fpecies, fince amid fuch profufion they are altogether difregarded. The rivers yield 
abundance of excellent fifli j but nothing can compare for fecundity with the fea-fhore 
of Timor, as all the naturalifts of Paris may conjecture from the prodigious quantity of 
cruftaceous and teftaceous animals, fifli, mollufcse, zoophytes, &c. which M. Lefueur 
and myfelf have tranfmitted. Thefe are obtained at pleafure, and without the flighteft 
labour ; all that is required being to go down to the fea-fhore at low water and feleCt 
with the hand any of thefe animals, found in flioals in final! hollows among the madre¬ 
pores, where they have been left by the tide, the water filtering through the madrepores, 
and leaving the finall pits dry. 

With "refpeCt to aliment, therefore, no people was ever more amply fupplied, nor 
more kindly dealt with by nature : excellence, abundance, and variety await merely 
feleCtion ; in point, therefore, of fufficiency of nutriment nothing is wanting for the 
production of flrength in man. 

Unhappily this facility of fatisfying the wants of life, this fuperfiuity afforded with¬ 
out either care or labour, have generated a univerfal apathy, an indifference, nay, an 
averfion for toil fo great among this people, that the very thought of it is fufficient to 
render them melancholy. Part of the day as well as the night, the inhabitant of Timor 
is feen feated on his heels, beneath the fhade-of a tamarind or palm-tree, a bananin or 
a mangle, inceflantly chewing his betel and drinking caloo; twice or thrice in the day 
he takes a flender meal; now diverts himfelf with a kind of guitar made of the 
bamboo and a leaf of the latanier ; now weaves foine little mats or other trifling works 
of no exertion; and now again fpends hours in bathing, combing his hair, and rubbing 
himfelf with oil of cocoa, fleeping at intervals of both day and night. As for Haves, 
they are fo numerous in every houfe, fuch little work is exacted of them, and this is 
done with fuch deliberation, that they live a life as idle almoft as their mailers. From 
this piGure of their habitude this people mud be regarded as funk into a permanent 
ftate of inaction and reft. Does not a mode of living fuch as here defcribed appear 
fufficient to account for that weaknefs denoted by the dynanometer, and which indeed 
is not lefs evident from their conformation ? In faCt, without being fo weak in their 
limbs as the people of Diemen's Land and New Holland, the Malays of Timor in thefe 
parts are defective of flrength and but little mufcularj in confequence they poffefs a 
roundnefs and grace much fiiperior to what is obfervable in Europeans, and naked, as 
they commonly are, appear with Angular elegance. 
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From thefe remarks will be gathered that the extreme inactivity of the people of 
Timor is the effential caufe of their want of vigour. 

Still, conducive to it is the temperature of the iflaqd, and that hot and moift atmo- 
fphere whofe baneful effects on health we experienced fo fatally. Preferved in fame 
degree from its morbid influence by cold baths, by friction, by a multiplicity of bitter 
and aromatic fubftances, but mofl efpecially by the preparation of betel, which they 
ufe for reftoring its tone to the ftomach, the debilitating powers of the hutnid atmo- 
fphere are ftill felt in fpite of the neutralizing antidotes. 

Thefe laft facts correfpond with the refults obtained by M. Coulumb, whofe tefli- 
mony, valuable in itfelf, is further corroborated by numerous experiments. “ The 
mean capability of labour in man,” fays he, “ varies according to the climate. I had 
the direction of confiderable works at Martinico. in which the troops were employed, 
where the thermometer is rarely below 20° * : the fame kind of works were executed 
alfo under my infpection in France; and I can from experience fafely affirm, that in 
14 0 of latitude, where men are conflantly bathed in their perfpiration, they are inca¬ 
pable of half the daily labour to which they are accuftotned in our climates.” 

The high temperature therefore of Timor, the conflaut dampnefs of the air, and 
the indolent life of the inhabitants, in my opinion, furnifh collectively a fatisfaClory 
explanation of the weaknefs peculiar to the firft of the three people of which we have 
to fpeak. But here we mull allow that the degree of civilization does not appear to 
have any effential or immediate influence on the ftrength of the people. Far other- 
wife is it with the Diemenefe and the inhabitants of New Holland. 


2d. New Holland and Diemen's Land. 

Nature feems to have a&ed the part of a Hep-mother towards the people of thefe 
regions. The vegetable kingdom fcaFcely yields any thing t never did we meet heie 
with any edible fruit that grew to the fize of a cherry ; nor are any nutritious roots 
known other than of fern or archys. Neither does the animal kingdom piefcnt any 
fpecies of tolerable dimenfions but the caffowary and the kanguroo, both the one and 
the other become rare on the continent from their being io conflantly purlued. _ the 
filhery indeed might furnifh a more abundant refource for the inhabitants, and one 
more certain ; but the imperfection of their inflruments and mode of fifhrng, winter 
with the inhabitants of Diemen’s Land, frequent ftorms with thofe of ivew Holland , 
and, above all, the migrations of the fifh, all concur to render this laft dependence 
precarious, and fomethnes abfolutely null. Then it is that thofe dreadful famines take 
place, the lamentable confequences of which Governor Phillips had himfelf occafioit 
to witnefs fhortly after his arrival: “ There,” fays M. Collins, 16 the unfortunate 
natives were reduced to fuch a llarved condition, as to refemble fo many fkeletons, and 
feem on the point of perifhing.” The productions of the fea are of no avail even to 
thofe repulfed to the interior of the country : thefe fubfift on frogs, hzaids, ferpents, 
various lai-vse, and particularly on.the large fnails which collea m bunches big as the 
head round the branches of the refinous eucalyptus. Spiders even, as in New Cale¬ 
donia, form part of their difgulling food : in many mflances thefe wretched hmdes 
are reduced to live on certain herbage and the bark ot trees ; in fine, there is noth 1 g, 
not even the numerous ants which devaftate the foil, but they are forced to me or 


* Here Reaumur's thermometer cannot be meant, but the centigrade, as v hLhfr thT thb 

„o more than 6B° of Fahrenheit, whereas the temperature of Martinique is condantly higher than 

By the centigrade thermometer a o’ is equal to 77° of fahrenttejt. 1 r. nutriment. 
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nutriment. M. Collins * defcribes the horrid pafte prepared by the natives, by grind¬ 
ing thefe infefts and thin larva;, and mixing them with the roots of fern} a fhoekingly 
repulfive pradlice which the molt hideous famine could alone originate, and of which 
a parallel, I think, can in no country be found. 

Affuredly, fimilar aliments are little fuited to engender bodily ffcrength ; and in this 
particular we fhall feek in vain for human beings more deficient. 

With relpeS to exercife: in lieu of moderate and conftant exertion, the favage of 
thefe parts, impelled by the imperious cravings of hunger to feek for aliment, for days 
together undertakes tedious and fatiguing excurfions, his long courfes knowing no 
other intermiffion than what are exacted by fatigue and exhauftion. Should he chance 
to find abundant means of fatiating his hunger, a ilranger to other confiderations than 
glutting his voracity, he never abandons his prey, but abides on the fpot where it was 
found till necelfity compels him again to renew his laborious chace. Now, what 
can be more deftruftive to the expanfion of ftreagth, and the harmony of the func¬ 
tions of the body, than thefe alternations of exceffive fatigue and abfolute reft, of 
diftreffing want and gluttonous exceffes ? In this fecond part of the mode of iubfift- 
ence purfued by the people of New Holland and Diemen’s Land, we fee another 
general caufe of weaknefs, extremely powerful in itfelf, and which is of conftant 
recurrence at every flags of life of thefe unfortunate men. 

May not the caufe laft alluded to, joined to the fcarcity, the occafionai abfolute want 
of aliment, and the bad quality of that they frequently ufe for deadening the pangs of 
hunger, have either originated, or much encreafed that flendernefs and exceffive 
emaciation of the extreme limbs of thofe men ? Yet, remarkable as it certainly is in 
this people, this characterise does not appear to fhew itfelf in them in an equally fur- 
prizing degree as with the wretched Pefcherais, of the Terra de Fuego. “ Their 
ilioulders,” lays Forfter, “ and brcaft are broad and brawny ; the reft of their body 
is fo flcnder that, on feparately obferving the different parts, we could fcarcely perfuade 
ourfelves they belonged to the fame individual f.” 

Doubtlefs the conjecture is far from improbable, which aferibes a vicious conformation 
fo general and fo evident to a radical defe£t in the organization common to thefe people, 
a people which in fo many other inftances materially differ from the reft of the human 
race j ftill,if regard be had to the circumftance of individuals occafionally being found 
among them, the proportions of whom are much more regular than in the majority ; 
if alfo one computes on the natural tendency of famine, and exceffive fatigue, and 
faulty nourifliment, to impair the form of, and deficcate and wither the human frame, 
(phenomena obfervable, according to M. Volney, among feveral Arabs of the defert,) 
perhaps one may not be far from truth in attributing the defective conformation of the 
people in queftion principally to the conftant Rate of wretchednefs and want in which 
they live. This is the opinion of moft of the intelligent Engliflimen at Port Jackfon j 
it is that alfo of M. Collins, and certainly one to which it is difficult to refufe alfent. 

Allowing then the weaknefs of this race of men to devolve effemially from want, the 
bad quality of their food, and exceffive fatigue, thefe caufes in their turn are affuredly 
the confequence of the wild life of thefe favages. 3 

Let us now look to the probable, nay, certain refults of a departure from this wild 
life, an abandonment of their ferocious and vagabond habits. Let us fuppofe thefe 
people collected together in more numerous focieties, refident in villages, and peace 
with general confent, fucceeding to thofe eternal and fanguinary wars which deftroy £o 

* Defer ip. of N. S. W. p. 558. f Cook’s fecond voyage. 
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much of the population: property now will excite emulation, and the neeeffity of pre- 
ferving this property from individual depredation, induce the union of the force of the 
mafs, and the formation of laws or general conventions- In this Hate, not fuperior to 
that of the Kamtfchadales or the Samoyeds, however diftant from a perfe&ly civilized 
condition, yet, what a beneficial change would be effedted 5 and how much would their 
refources be encreafed. 

Here fancy fondly pidlures the domefticated kanguroo fwannmg around the cabins 
of the improved natives ; the caffowary, even more readily tamed, prefenring them 
daily food, and its large and excellent eggs ; the black fwan, multiplying its broods 
on the neighbouring waters; and the beautiful lyre-tailed pheafant, with the fuperb 
minura of the Blue Montains, repaying, with their numerous progeny and their eggs, 
the attention and care of their mailers. 

Leifure, a communication of ideas, co-operation of efforts, effefts which can only 
exift where men are colle&ed in a body, by degrees will engender improvement in 
the arts of life, and furnifii them with more numerous and perfect inftruments for 
iifliing- With much diminiftied toil will they obtain from the ihores of the lea a more 
abundant produce, and foon will learn to preferve their filh by drying, or the ufe of 
fait, thus providing againft thofe feafons when ftorms or winter's fway deprive them 
of daily fupply. Their boats too, now of better conftruftion, will allow them to 
lengthen their excurfions from ftiore ; the neighbouring illands will ceafe to be unex¬ 
plored by them; and the numerous feals and fphenici, with which they abound, will 
furnifli them with a prey as eafy of capture as inexhauftibie ; the oil from them will 
give a new flavor to their food, and their fpoils afford warmer clothing to fhelter them 
from cold ; by degrees, the beautiful goofe of Bafs's Strait will be added to their 
poultry yards, and the wombat or phafcolome, that Angular animal fo offenfive to the 
eye, yet fuch tender and delicate food, and which we ourfelves noticed, as familiar as 
the dog in the cabins of the Englifh fifhermen, the wombat will become domefticated 
among them; and the grey kanguroo, the flefli of which is fo far preferable to that 
of the larger fpecies-gwill be another boon of thefe iflands, an addition to the refmirces 
of the people. 

There is certainly nothing exaggerated in this piSure, yet what a contrail does it 
not prefent to the prefent condition of thefe favages ! They become fecure of fub- 
fiftence, and ceafe to be dependent on the feafons, or the ftioaling and migration of the 
finny race; their aliment too, as well as more abundant at all times, is of fuperior 
quality. No longer fubjeft to diftrefling privations, to thofe exceffive fatigues, and 
perpetual and exhaufting chaces, which confume his vigour, and impair his form, the 
prefent favage will, in his changed condition, become of a conftitution more robuft ; 
Iiis ftrength will at the fame time be encreafed : and if the defeat of his conformation 
be, indeed, as every thing feems to indicate, the confequence of his prefent wretched- 
nefs, and bad and fcanty fare, may we not reafonably forebode that this frightful 
emaciation will gradually difappear ? 

Not only will this happy change be beneficially experienced by each individual, its 
effect will be to encreafe the population. No more, as now is the cafe on thefe dreary 
fliores, will the woman be obliged, from dread of incapacity to fupport her offspring, to 
ufe the moft cruel means of procuring abortion * ; no more will fathers, unnatural from 

# When in New Holland a wtsman has two cluMren at a birth, whether males or females, the vveakdt 
and lea ft heavy h immediately ft i angled by the mother j if of the two one fhould be a male, sad the other 
a. female, the latter is put to death, (Observations communicated by M. Lefehenault, and attdled by 
fbme of the moll refpcliable inhabitants of Port Jack fan.) 
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neceffity, crufh to death, with ftones, the too tender progeny of the deceafed mother, 
as is related to be their practice, by Mr. Collins, (Appendix, No. XI.), and as we 
have been credibly informed is the fact. Barbarous expedient, which, however, the 
wretehednefs, the poverty, of this miferable race, have hitherto rendered inevitable, 
and which fimilar circumftances render but too common among favages in feveval 
other countries. 

SECT, VIII. — General Refulls. 

From the aflemblage of fa£ts expo fed in this memoir, the following general refults 
are deduced. 

ill. That the inhabitants of Timor, New Holland, and Diemen’s Land, vaftly 
behind the French and Euglilh in civilization, are neverthelefs confiderably weaker. 

ad. That the moilt and hot temperature of the ifland of Timor, \yith the too indo¬ 
lent and inactive mode of life of its inhabitants, are apparently the caufes of their 
inferior ftrength. 

3d. That in Diemen’s Land, and in New Holland, want of food, the bad quality of 
that on which the inhabitants fubfift, and the fadgues they undergo in obtaining even 
this, appear to be the primary caufes, not only of their want of ftrength, but alfo of 
their defective conformation. 

4th. That this continual want of food is exclufively the confequence of the mode of 
life of thefe people j and that this mode of life, fo long after ted to be productive of 
bodily ftrength and vigour, is on the contrary, in this inftance, proved to be the fource 
of extreme debility. 

And 5th. That the probable efFeCfc of an advance towards civilization on the part of 
thefe favages will be an expansion of greater ftrength, and the difappearance of their 
prefent defective conformation. 

What then muft we think of thofe eloquent exclamations againft the focial ftate, 
founded as they are on the fuperior ftrength of the favage, or, ufing the language of 
the fophifts, of the child of nature ? What of the doCtrine that the phyfical powers 
of man are ip an inverfe ratio to the progrefs of civilization ? 

CHAP. XXI. — Memoir relative to the new Genus Pyrofoma*. 

LONG as the ftudy of mollufcae and foft zoophytes was negleded by naturalifts, 
a ltill longer time elapfed before thefe animals excited the attention of travellers.* 
For this indifference on the part of one and the other various caufes may be afligned. 

Among, thefe caufes may be reckoned, the difguft which the majority of thefe ani¬ 
mals excite; their whimfical and inconftant figure, equally difficult to defcribe, to 
draw, or to preferve; their colour, 1110ft commonly dull, obfcure, and difpleafing ; 
their foft and vifcous nature, difagreeabie to the touch; in many fpecies, acrid and 
corrofive fluids; in all, a rapid and almoft inftantaneous decompofition. 

An additional caufe was the little intereft they occafioned, owing to the fuppofed 
inutility of the ftudy ; for naturalifts were far from imagining fuch important refults 
could be drawn from a branch of the animal fyftem fo much defpifed and fo repulfive, 
as M. Cuvier has fucceeded in effecting; or that it might fome day throw frefh light on 

* We fo frequently have had occafiqfi in this full part of our hiftory to fpeak of moHufc* and fca 
zoophytes; and i fliall have fo often to'revert to thefe Angular animals, that fome general remarks appear lo 
me neceflaiy rejecting them before I continue the detail of our voyage ; to thefe I have added, the 
hiitory at length of one of die moft extraordinary genera of this great family of marine animals. 

10 anatomy 
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anatomy and phyfiology, and change the afpeft of feveral other portions of natural 
. hiftory. 

Moreover, the greater part of thefe animals are either difperfed over the ftiores of the 
ocean, or in its bofom ; are far more difficult to preferve than to defcribe; and, finally, 
good works were wanting to direft the obferver in this difficult ftudy. 

Fortunately I found myfelf placed in circumftances far more favourable than any 
preceding traveller to profecute this ftudy. The idea of its ufeleffnefs had given place 
to its being regarded with intereft, which confequemly acted as an incentive to inquiry; 
and having ftudied four years under M. Cuvier, I had not only his method and elements 
for my guide, but in addition, manufcript inftru&ions with which he had the kindnefs 
to furnifh me. 

What I applied myfelf to defcribing with much minutenefs was, at the fame time 
drawn or painted by my colleague and friend M. Lefueur with that (kill and precifion 
which have earned him fuch deferved applaufe, and all our remarks and fketches were 
made from living fubje&s. 

And finally my refearches receive additional value from the immenfe field in which 
during four years they were made. Twice did we traverfe the whole length of the 
Atlantic, twice double the Cape of Good Hope; as often did we make the tour of 
Diemen’s Land and double the mo ft fouthern cape of this part of the world ; five or 
fix times we failed through Bafs’s Strait; at two different dates we coafted a part of 
the eaftern Ihores of New Holland and the fouth-weftern fliores, even more interefting 
than thofe; twice did we vifit the archipelagos of St. Peter and St. Francis; twice 
range the feas which beat on Nuyt’s Land; twice we doubled Cape Leuwin, and as 
many times explored the coafts of Edels, De Witts, and Endraght’s Land; our navi¬ 
gation extended as far as to the Arrow Iflands, nor did we arrive in Europe before we 
had four or five times crofted the Indian Ocean, and feven times palfed the tropic of 
Capricorn in different longitudes, having thus failed through more than ioo° of latitude 
and 190° of longitude. 

Let the reader figure to himfelf that throughout fo many different regions one of my 
molt conftant and cherilhed employments was collecting and making remarks on the 
animals in queftion, and that, alternately fufpended from the fide of our veffel, 
M. Lefueur and myfelf fuffered, as I tnay fay, not one to efcape us, and he will be 
enabled to compute the importance of our obfervations on thefe animals. Nor do we 
{brink from repeating the public declaration of the profeffors of the nnifeum of natural 
hiftory, and the coinmiffaries of the inftitute, that no previous difcoveries in this 
branch have been either fo important or complete. Not only did we double, or even 
triple the number of fpecies of all the genera before known, we iikewife furailhed 
many fpecimens which cannot be clafled under any of thefe genera, and which con- 
fequently mull form new heads. 

Firft among thefe new geijera Hands the one which forms the fubjeft of the prefent 
memoir, and which was noticed with admiration on the waves of the Atlantic ocean, 
during our voyage from Europe to India, by all on board both our {hips. Its truly 
prodigious pbofphoric property, renders it one of the rnoft beautiful zoophytes known, 
and its organization ranks it with the nioft extraordinary. 


PYROSOM'A. 
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PYROSOMA. 

Corpus geiatimfum, rigidiusculum, liberum , tubercul'ts afperatum, jubeonicum , extrc- 
mitate ampliore apertum, vacuum, apertures marginedntus tuber cults cindo. 

PYROSOMA ATLANTICUM. 

JEquatorio-Atlanticum, gregarte-pelagi-vagum, vividiffime pbofpborefcens , coloribus eximiis 

tunc effulgent, 22° R. (71. 6° Fabr.) cocalidioribus occurrem in midis ; 10, 12, I 4 » 

16 centimetres (digitos Ang. ufque 6$) cequans. 

FOR a long time we had been detained by calms in the middle of the equatorial 
regions, and were unable to advance towards the fouth, except on occafion of the 
flight hurricanes peculiar to thefe climates, known to French mariners by the title of 
grains des tropiques, when, on the 4th December, in the evening, we experienced 
one more violent than common, the Iky was every where obfeured by big clouds ; 
the darknefs was extreme, the wind blew with great force, and our fliip made great 
way through the water. Suddenly we diftinguilhed at fome dillance a large feurf, as 
of pbofphorus fpread over the waves, and occupying a confiderable fpace before us. 
The fpe&acle accompanied by the circumftances I have noticed, poffeffed fomewhat 
romantic, grand, and impofing, which attracted the attention of every one. Every 
body ran on deck to enjoy the lingular appearance. In a little time we reached this 
fiery part of the ocean, and perceived that this prodigious fplendor was occafioned by 
innumerous animals, which, borne upon, and carried along with the waves, floated 
at different depths, and appeared of different forms. In fact, thofe moll deeply float¬ 
ing, their form in part concealed, refembled large maffes of burning matter, or rather 
enormous red hot balls, while thofe on the furface of the waves were like incandefcent 
cylinders of iron. 

Every naturalift in each fliip was anxious to obtain fome of thefe lingular animals, 
and on board the Geographe, M. Mange was the firll who procured any. He was 
fo fortunate to draw up thirty or forty, on which I was enabled to tnake many 
obfervations. 

All thefe animals refembled each other in form, colour, fubllance, and phofphoric 
property, and differed only in fize, which varied from 10 to -16 centimeters * j all of 
them were feparate and not connected together. 

They were of an elongated, and nearly cylindrical form ; their fore part was the 
larger, and perpendicularly truncated* a wide circular opening admitted a view of the 
whole infide of the animal, which was tubulolous and empty, exhibiting no other 
veftige of organs than a very delicate vificular net-work, which line the whole interior 
of this cavity. A ring of large tubercles occupied the whole of the interior raifed rim 
of the opening of the fore-part, and thus diminiflied to nearly one-half of its fize the 
diameter of this fpecies of mouth. The hind-part of the animal of fmaller breadth than 
the fore-part, and obtufe, fhewed no trace of any opening whatever, even when, ob- 
ferved with the microfcope. 

I he whole exterior of the animal briftled with large and unequal elongated tubercles 
of firmer fubftance than the other parts of the animal, more diaphanous alfo, and 


* 4 to 6| inches. 
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brilliant and polifhed as the diamond : in this part is the principal^ feat of the won¬ 
derful pofphorefcence of which I fliall prefently fpeak. Between thefe large tubercles 
others fforter and more obtufe are perceptible, nearly joining each other, and endowed 
as the Irger with a phofphoric property. f 

Finaly, within the interior of the iubflance owing to its tranfparency, are feen a 
multitu«e of fmall glands, very narrow, and about a millimeter in length % which 
likewiftparticipate in a very high degree a phofphorefcent nature. 

The :olour of thefe remarkable zoophytes when at reft and after death is an opal 
yellow, mixed with green, difpleafing to the eye : when, however, in their movements 
they cntraCt themfelves, whether fpontaneoully, or on being irritated, the animal 
inftaiitaeoufly aflumes the appearance of molten iron, and (bines with much fplendor; 
but, a; that metal in proportion as its heat diminilhes affumes divers fhades of colour, 
fo thismimal as its phofphorefcence difappears, exhibits numerous (hades of colour, 
extrenely pleafing to the eye, light, and varied j for example, red, the blufh of 
morn, orange, greenifh, and an azure blue : this laft (hade of colour efpecially is 
equall lively and pure. With this (hade it is reprefented by M, Lefueur, not only on 
accourt of its being that of all it aflumes the mod graceful, and belt fluted to give a 
juft id:a of this charming (pecies, but alfo becaufe of its being intermediary between 
the rel of molted iron which it exhibits in its higheft ftate of pholphorefcence, and the- 
greenSi opal yellow of its ftate of quietude. 

Wih refpeft to the phofphorefcence itfelf, whatever its nature may be, whatever 
meant be employed for its production and maintenance, it conftantly, in this fpecies, 
(hews the charaCterifties of a regular and natural fun&ion. Indeed, if in a vafe of fea 
water feverat of thefe animals be placed, they are feen at regular intervals to experience 
altermtc motions of contraaion and expanfion, analogous to thofe occasioned by refpi- 
rationand drawing breath in more perleCfc animals. At each contracting motion the 
phofpiorefcence takes place, and afterwards infenfibly diminifhing entirely difappears, 
till agun produced by a new contraction. The appearance of die phofphorefcence may 
at pletfure be procraftinated by irritating the animal, either with touching it or (baking 
the water in which it fwhns. In every inftance this phofporic property fo completely 
depenis on the organization and life of the animal that it totally ceafes when life becomes 
extinfi. Nor indeed is this a peculiarity of the pyrofoma, for the fame takes place 
with all other marine animals of phofphoric nature. 

The locomotive faculty of this animal appears even more enveloped: in obfcurity 
than its vital functions, and is very limited : it feems, in faCt, to confift exclufively in 
the lligbtly contracting and dilating movements I have noticed, the neceffary effeCl of 
which will be to occafion a trifling impulfe on the water and confequently a retrogade 
receffion. 

Of wbat regards the mode of nutrition of this animal I confefs that I have no poutive 
knowledge, and merely give the following as atnatterof conjecture. I have mentioned the 
ring of large tubercles dflpofsd round the infide of the opening in the tore part of lhe 
body, and narrowing nearly to half its fize the diameter of this kind of mouth ; may it 
not be poflible that the animal aware from the irritation they will caufe of the entrance 
of fmall mullufcffi with the water into thetubulous cavity noticed, is enabled to contraa 
itfelf to fuch a degree as to clofe the opening of the ring ? The fmall mollufcss thus 
confined within the tube, and unable to efcape, in this cafe may there undergo a kmc 


* The 25th pait of an inch. 
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of decompofnion and diffolution which may render them capable of being abirbed by 
the extremities of the veficular not defcribed. 

Still more obfeure and difficult of comprehenfion than the mode of its nutriun is the 
fyftem of generation of this animal. As in certain polypi to which clafs tls genus 
belongs is regeneration effected by a fort of excrefcence ? Do thofe long tut rdes ot 
the animal after attaining a certain maturity become feparate and form other nimals ? 
And, in this cafe, are the fmaller and more depreffed tubercles which cove] the re¬ 
mainder of the furfaee defigned by nature to replace the greater in proportiot as they 
fall off themfelves in turn ,to become organized beings? I confefs this oinion is 
conjectural, and altogether unfounded on exact obfervation, {till, when we reflej on the 
Ample organization of thefe animals, and on the prodigious number of them that we 
remarked, which neceffarily employs a rapid multiplication, one poffibly ina; not be 
wide of truth in admitting this opinion which at once agrees with the {implicit} of the 
organization of the animal and its prodigious multiplicity and appears to be far dioned 
by analogy. 

I muff not here, however, omit to add that, notwithftanding our long and 'arious 
navigation through fo many different Teas, we never met with a fecond tribe of this 
fpecies. The fpot where they were diftinguifhed by us was between the 19th ail 20th 
degree of weflern longitude, from the meridian of Paris, and the 3d and 4th decree of 
north latitude. The temperature of the lea at the fnrface was then 22 of Reauuur *. 
I carefully note thefe circumfiances ; as it mull be obferved that the various fpe ies of 
zoophytes and fea mullufcte are not fcattered by chance over the ocean, but jus each 
limited to certain latitudes and longitudes, and are conftantly found on the- lame fpots, 
where probably the temperature more than any thing elfe determines their abod 


* 71, 6® of Fahr. 
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